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RELEASED IN FULL. 

I>RA;FT RESOlJUTION 

·Follow up resolution to the report ~r the Indepe~dcnt International· Fact Finding 
Mission 

The Human Rights Council, 

Griicli::d by the principles. ariil obje1#ives of the Charter oi the- United Nations and the 
UniversalDc.cfaration of Hu.man Rights, 

Cqnsidering.that the promot_i6n qff~spect:forthe obligaqon~·arising .from the Charter aiid the 
otfler'instruments and rules of international laws is among th9 basic purposes and pri!1ciples of 
the. Unite'd Nations, 

Taking i1Jf0 corisi[lerat;on the'proviSiOns of the fourth GenevaConvention fonhc Protection 
ofCivilian Persons in Times of'War of12. August· I 942, . 

Emphasizing .the impormnce of the safety and well being of all civilians including 
fo.imanhadan pcrsm:it}cl, 

Recaliii'1g its resolut.ion NHRt::/141-I· of2. .Junc2010; in v,;hich the Council decided to djspatc:l1 
an indcpende.nt µtternati,qnal factfit1dingmis.sion to_:invesliga!c .violations ofhUman: rights law 
and ihtematicnial hUil'iaflit(lrian law resulting ,from the rsrae!i attacks .on the Jlotilla of s!lips 
carrying·humanitaria:!1 assiStance. · 

l. Welcomes the report ofthe Independent lntemafo:mal fMffindingMis5ion, 

2. Deeply regrets the' non.,tooperation l:/y the occ.µpying power, Israeli with the 
iµdep.endent international fact-finding iriissiori, 

3. Et1dorses the conclusions contained in thet~port of the Ind~pendent fotematitmal facf · 
fin<;{ing mission; and calls upon a:JJ concetned parties w· ensure tficir ~mmcdiate 
implement1J,tion, · 

4. :R:ecolllll:l.ends the General Assembly fo. consider the report of the Independent 
lhternational fact finding mission, 

5. ~equests the High Commi~sioner for Human Rights to ·submit .to the 16th Human 
Righ~s Coµncil's session of Marth 2011, a report; on· the status. of implemcntntlon of 
pafcigraph 3 of.this resolutiof!. 

6. rn:ciiies to follow up'the~imple·mcfitation of the present resolution at its 16th Session 
ofMarch 20 p. · 
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DEPARTMENT OFSTATE CONGRES:SJONAL 

CORRESPO.NbENCE TA:SKf;:R 

JPS r;oNrnol.#H2(}t0 /flJl/£=- 010 ACTION BUREAU; j\/etr 
DATE: ___ _ 

_ :( __ SUBSTANTIVE ..,....---CONSTITUENT 

_X_iMAGE ENTl~E DOCUMENT ___ IMAGE· ONLY FIRST __ PAGES 

BUREAU: 

BUREAU ACJIOtJ•RECUESTEO: RESPO,NDJCl'CCl! 2DAYS FROM: ___ _ 

~REPLY FDR Sl(SN~TuRE ElYR.fohlifd-~. Verma, ASSISTANT SECREJ:ARY, 
·. LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

__ __._ADDRe~s;EN\/f;LOPE TO oisl'~IC'r Off.ICE 

___ [jlRECTREPLYTO COf-SSTITQENT BY OFFICE. DlRf:CTORWITH G.QPY TO 
CON<:;RESSION.AL OFFICE. PHONE7~1608 WHEN COMPLETED 

___ FYI. ONL't'INC> ~ESPDNSE ~EC.ESSARY 

...,._. __ REPLY FORS!GllJATURE D!RECJV{BYBUREAU 

..-x\-,-··, .. -OTHER ACPION: tAIAFw #ouf!r 
FOR GUIDANACE/INF,ORMATION ONFORMATTINGCONGRESSIONALS SEE: 
http:tld/plapedia.statu;gavlinde}(.php?titfe;:EJ.11rea11 ofLegislaffve .. Affalis-Reference' Dbcuments#YeJJow Borclar 

. Due D~fo . /a,/,,!) 7g& 
···~BU,REAUS M.UST MAKETRANSFERS OF ACTION p1J.lE,c;:rLY, \IVIT:l{RECEIV,ING auR1=AWS' FRONT 

OFFICE. The CCU has.a .. iisting olcontacts. PLEAS~ NOTIFY CCU 7~1608 OFAL:l TR'ANSFERS OF 
ACT1ow~·· 

UNITED stATESDEPARTMENT OFSTATE 
R:EvmwAurfioRiw:sHARoN,EAHMA.n 
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FROM: Richard R. Venna (H) 

Recommendation 

--- For the Secreh1ry's 
$ignatutet6. the_· _ .. _._bureau 

~ Tasked to.the . ~\ueau 
for signatu:re \:)yJtichard R:V erma 
Assistant·.·Secretaty 

--'----'-'- Provide copy of H signed 
response 

·COMMENTS: (A).1}.~ 

ufyITEQST.AT~sµF.i>ART~.~r·OF:SJ1.AT)!~ 
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firiru.liLl.CA:'I POL .u:\i C:OW~IT 

COl\1MISSION oNsklifUTY ii 

'''"4>]~ 
August31, 2010 201017931 

PrcsidentBarack Obama 
The White House 
1600 :pennsyivania Avenue 
Washin,gton D.C. ZOSlO 

Dear Mr .. Presldeot: 

I write today,t().as)cJbatyl)U affir:i:n JsraE(!'sright ~ointerdict ships at sea and.>tha(you direct 
the United States miHtarywwof'.k :with. i:he.Jsraell miHte:tryto.implement.tactics and 
procedures to itnprove.interpii;:tlon.prq,ctlte!; in the futtip~. 

As yolJ arc aware; on May 31, io10, Israeli Navy Special Forces interceptedtheMV··Mavi 
MarlTia;uia shipownedbythe.Found~tion for Human Rights and Freedoms and 
Hu.manitari~n~~lief(l.HH)thatset.saUforthe GµzaStripw\th.th~ intentio,n·ofdeliveririg 
aid ~ndrnaterials and t(>breakthe ·lsraeli'blockade~ WhiJe,the.ipsscff{ife.arn:i~a,rrh fhat 
occurred on both sides was traglc/wliatis.clearJr.omthelDWs sta.tem.en~~. on ,the EiJan.d 
Report ls tha.tcilternativ;e:rofi~l:lods ofiTJa~i~ime interdiction could hav.e bee.n· empfoyed;in 
odl.erto possibly (lyo\d the violental~erccitio11 that took place. 

Israel fates challenges to·its n<!ti<mal~ecui;ityon many fronts, par.tici.!!arlyJtom fran and 
. IraQia.n~backed terrorist organizations. Jrai:iian-backed agents have ppMou~l.Y used 
maritime corridarstosmu~gle. Weap~nsand. amrn,unitiQIJ to• terrorjstgroups seeking 
:fs1"9el's qesfruc~ion. As Jsiael'sstrongestallya11d.partneri~ is in o.llrnational interest to 
supportlsr<lel's rightint~rdid:·:shipsatsea•to.·prevent weapons and other dangerous 
materi?ls fro!ll reaC:~i11gJhose:se~kingto cause harnt .J:ust as the U.S: Navy <1cted outside of 
it!)maritlme.bord.er lri 2003when idnterdi.ctel:l a Liby~~bounq vessel carrying c.entrifuge 
tcch11olqgy, the·t:l;S,.sho\1ld affirm that Israel has the same rightto act when facing similar 
extrao·rdinary circumstances. 

l unllerstand the difficult challenges surrounding:tsrael's naval blgckade ofCaza. Whtie on 
one hand the blockad.e:has hE!lpeW~o sig~ificantly:reduce the riuti1ber ofrocket attac.ks on 
lsrat!I from Ha ma!; terr.orisi:~ fo Gazp. it has also placed l m mense harcishfp :oil .in rioce(l~ 
civilians livJng within the area; .f requc~fthat.JouwofkWithth¢ Isra¢li governnient{o 
expiore.oppo-rtunitiesto bett~r,dir~cttiumanitarian aid to .innocent tivllians·in Gaza·and· 
improve their.freedom ofmoycmcnt. 

Ul'TITED.STATES DEPAR_Tl\fENTOJl'.~T.i\.TE 
Rl!lvmw ,\UJJioRI'lY: SBARONEAHlVIAD 
DATE/CASE:ID: OJ. APR 2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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I appreciateyour effor'ts in these matters and hope thatyouwill continue to put the full 
weight cifthe United States behind negotiations to achieve a two-state sdh.Jtion to the 
Israe(.,.Palcstifilan,coriflict. 

Siricerely; 

~ 
Darrell.Issa 
Member ofCongress. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DEPf\RTM~Nt QFS"f ATE 
EXE¢UTiVESECRETARIAT RELEASED IN FULL 

tRANSfV11ITAL. 

S/~S: -----Date.:. _______ _ 
FOR: Mr. NathanD. Tibbits. 

Executive Secretary 
National Security·Staff 

REFERENCE: 

TO: 

FROM; 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Referraloated: 
Refei:ra\ 10#·.(ff any). 

ACTION TAKEN: 

REMARKS: 

Attached it~m waS' sentdi~ectly to tfie. Depart.mentofState. 

A draft r~pfy i~ attach~d .. 

. Atranslati.oct is attached. 

An infpr:maticm cqpy· of .a direct r:eply :js attached .. 

No respapse Is f:113ce!?saryfpr th.~ .ieasqn Gited below. 
otljer ;($¢e. remarks:) 

OffiC:e. of the 
facecµtive Secretary 

~TEDSTATESUEJ1A.llTN!Jl:N'.f(>F.S!f:ATE 
REVIEWAUTH0RITY: SIIARON:E·AHMAD 
DATE/CASEID: 03 APR2012 2.01004163 
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Othe.r USG Agency Correspondence 

'?·A. T,· E.DUE: RE.····. /t.·· s. L ... IN.·._·.·.· FULL 
.tn S/ES: ~. @{) I ( 

, //II/fl/ II II 11111//f llf I/ 11111 II(//// I If II//// If I If If Ill If llf llf llntl I/II! II//// If If I If If// llf I //If II If If /If If If If II II 

EXECl:ITlVE: $ECRETARIA i 

UNCLA:SSIFIF£D 
b'·Ol I \.:..&qq ~ ;$/ES #t ____ -.;::_. _ __.. __ r __ 

crasslfication J Downgtadet 
.·AGTl.ON 

X,.Ref: .:>:o l Al .~4 lD 
(if any). 

Assigne(;! To: NE.A 
ACTION REQUESTED: -1L !HIGHl?RIQR(fYI 

FORMALSTATE"tb_· ___ .._:MEMO STATE:..tcrNSS 'TRANSM\TT Al. {attaciheQ) 

WITH DRAFT REPLY FOR.SlGNATUHE 
BY~~~~~~~~~-

WITH A RECOMMENDATION 

ALTERNATIVE: 

TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION . . . . ~ 

FOR APPROPRIATE HANDLING 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION iF NO ~EPLYIS NECESSAR.Y. ~ETURN:1"HE 
ORIGINAL.REP.BOROER.F>AGKAc;E, UNDER 
CQVER tj'F ASTAl'E-to-NSS TRAN.S~ltTAL (attached), 
AND PROVIDE AN EXPLANATION IN"~EMARKS," 

_lL FORWARO 'TQS/ES~CRAN INFORMATION COPY OFASIGNEDIJ DATED DIRECT REPLY ON 
BEHALF OF·. POTUS; TOGE,THERWITH l:HE ORIGINAL RED BORDER PACKAGE, UNDER 
COVERoF A STATE-to•l\ISSTRANSMITTAL.(attacl'\ed); , . 

REMARKS I SPECIAL INSTRUCJJONS: 

Ci.E;AR WITH: CA 

COPIES'TO: 

_x_s 
.JL_D(S} 
.JL_D(N) 
.J<._P 
_E 

,_._T 
_M 
..__G 

R c 

_S/f:S 
X. Sl'ES'-CR 

- s/Es~EX 
--S/ES-IRM 

SJES•O 
S/ES•S 

- s1es~soA) 

AF 
--EAP 
--EUR 
--SCA 
--NEA 
-WHA 

lThTI .. ])Sj'~TE$ DEJ.>.ARTMENT OF STATE UEV . .... ......... ... .. ... , .,._ .. . 
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E}(T: 7~140 
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THE A . DA CITY OF· 

14Sune20i l 

The President 
The White House 
1600 PenrisylvariiaAverme "NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Obama: 

·. . 
. ~ .. 

We arewritingJo info rfu you that 50 unanned Americans. will soon he sailing ina U .s~ 
flagged ship cal led. TheAUdadty o/Ho[Je as part of an· internation~ flotilla to· Gaza. 

Our peaceful demons'tr~tip!J win challengel,srael's bJoc]{ade ofGaza, which has effectively 
imprisoned l .6 ntiHiorJ. cMl ians, almost half()fwhom are under the age of 16. The blockade 
has. impoverished the people of· Gaza, deprived them of need,ed materials .a.nd. ~uppHes to 
rebuild their lives .after theJsraelia,ttackoffat¢ 2008- ea.fly 2009~ ii:n!)eded.thosewhd are m 
or infinn fyoi:n .seeking outside medical aid,andJirtwented students .from seeking:education 
outside of Gata 45% oftheworking agepopulatio11is unemployed. 

In addition t.o 36 passe11gers, 4 crew, and: lO members Qftne ptess, our boat will carry 
thousands: of letters of support and,friends}lip frqm people throughout the U;S. to the women. 
childrea and men ofGazi:t There wili be no weapons of any sort: on board. We. wiU carry no 
goods of any kind for delivery .i:n.Gaza. Our:. mission is;frqm Americ~n civil sociecy to tbe 
ciyjFsociety qf Gaµ, We d.0 il'ot:s~rite the.agemJa 9fariy pdliticaj Ieaqe~h~p. govemment or 
group; We are engaged solely in non-violent actfori in support ofthe Palestinian people and 
their human dghts. . 

In our cotmtry's great tradition of citiz.en activists taking nortvfoleritactiOn to stand up to 

lJNtTED SJ' ATES l)EPARTMiN,~b~~' aox ·1sS,. ._1'1West 72nd Street, New. Vc>tk, Ne\'b' York 10023 
REVIEW ;AlJTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID; 03 APR2oi2 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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injustice, we sail in the hope. that our voyage will show the people in Gaza: that they are not 
alone, and that it will :call attention tpthe morally and legally indefensible collective 
punishment ofa population of civilians. 

Mr. Pres1dent, you have nqted the unsustainability of the. Gaza blockade. And your 
administration has spoken boldly in support·ofpeaceful demonstrations throughout this 
''Ar:ab Spring~" 

As p:s~ dtizeris we expect our country and its leaders to help. ensure 'the Flotilla's safe 
passage to Gaza - as our country should support out huma11itarian demand that the Gaza 
blockade be lifted. Thi.s should begin by notifying the Israeli government in clear and certain 
tenns:that it may not physically interferewith the upcoming Flotilla of which the U.S .. boat 
-The Audacity o/Hopr - is part. We-authors, builders, firefighters,lawyers~ social 
workers,.retirees, Holocaust survivors,. fonner.govemment employees and more-expect no 
tessfrorn our Presioentandyour administration. 

Our lfoatwill sail from the eastern Mediterranean in the fast week of June. We shall be 
gratefultoyou foFactingpromptly and decisively to uphold the rights of civilians to safe 
passage orrthe seas. 

Sincerely, 

The passengers of The Audacity of Hope 

Nie.Abramson 
HagitBorer 
Linda Durham 
Ri~gely fUller 
Libor Koznar 
Richard Lopez 
Carol fyiur:ry 
GabeSchivone 
1..enTsoµ 

cc:. 

Johnny Barber 
Regina Carey 
Debra .Ellis 
Megan Horan 
Melissa Lane 
KeI;1Mayers 
I,lobert Naiman 
Kathy Sheetz 
Alice Walker 

Medea BenjMJin 
G!ile Courey Toensing 
Hedy Epstein 
Kathy:Keily 
G. Kaleo Larson 
RaY McGovern 
Henry Norr 
MaxSuchan 
Paki Wieland 

TheHonorable Ban Ki~moon, U.N. Secretary General 
TheHonorableHillary Clinton, Secretary ofState 

Greta.Berlin 
Erin PeRamus 
Steve Fake 
K.itKittredge 
RiChru;d Levy 
Gail Miller 
Arm Petter 
Brad Taylor 
Ann Wright 

U.S. IBoettoGeza, Box 158, 119West 72nd Street.,·Naw York, New Ycirk 10023 
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'the Honorable Jeffrey Feltman~ AssiStant Secretary of State 
The Hon:otabie Susan E. Rice~ Permanent U~S. Representative to the. United N.at1ons 
Th,eHonorable)ames B. Cuntlingh~. U:S: Amba5sadC>r to Israel 
TheHonorableJohn f. Kercy, .Chainnan U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
The Honor$le RiC:hanlG. Lugar, R.anJcingMeinbef U;S, Senate Fbreign Relations· Committ~e 
The Honorable Robert ·P. Casey. Chaiiinan Subcommittee on Near Eastern and.South and Cimtral 
Asian)\:ff zjrs 
Th¢ Horicita"ble .James E. Rish. Ranldng Member Subcommittee C1il Near EaSte:m and South :and 
Certtral·AsianAffairs 
The Honorable Tieana Ros.:.tehtinen, ChairinanU.S; House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
The.J:Ionoral?le :Hbward:L. Bennan, Rankipg:Member tLS; Hoµse C()mmittee on Foreign Affairs 
The Honorable Steve Chabot, Chairman Subcommittee on Middle East and.SouthA:sia 
The Honorable GaryL, Aclcem:ian, Ranking Member Subconunittee oo Middle East and South Asia 

} 

U.S. Boatto Gaza,.Box, 158; 119 West.72rtc:f Stre'G't., New Vorl:c, New York 10023 
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CpJem<!l'l, .Charmaine_(ORL) 

From: 
sent: 
To: 

901emali,Ch;;irmaine {DRL) . 
Wednesday, octoberoe; 2ow 8:15.A.M 
Joh11st90-i3a('.dner •. Saran R (()RL) 
Lieberman, J~S;Sj92 D (DRL); Hoey, AlexaJ1dra {DRL);.Stahfield,.Emlly Cc: 

Subj~ct: RE: A!S.Poi;;her's BCL-,Meetlr:ig \'/Ith .Egyptian Deputyc For~ign Minister Waf~a Basslrn and 
Deputy AssistantMinist13rfor Human Rights .Laila Beiha~ El~Di.n on Friday 

Thanks; 

From: Johhston~Gatdnet, Sarah R (DRL.) • 
sent: TueSday1 0ctoberos, 2010·10:49.PM 
To: COieman, .Charmaine (DRL) 

• Cc: Liebei:fuah1 Je5slca D (DRL); Hoey, Ali:xandra (D.RL); Stanfield, Einily 
Subject: RE: A/S Posner's BCL - Meeting with Egyptian Deputy Foreign Minister Wafaa Basslm and Deputy Assistant 
MiniSt:er for Human Rights Laila Batiaa El-Din on Friday . 

Thankyou. i jllsts.otyourmessage.sorry.for delay. DAS Fitzpatrick clearedJhis ea.rlie~ today as well wl.th changes. Alex 
and Jes~ica had a copy as well, and I believe it got into A/S Posner's.briefing materials.before he left this afternoon. 

Best; 
Sarah 

!From:· eoleman, Charm<'line(QRLJ. 
~nt::tuesday,_ October OS, iot0:9:06 PM 
Tc.:. f>osner,l-i1ichae1Ji;·Stanfie,d,. EIT)ily 
.cc: DR.L Staff Assistaryq;; }ot1nst6rtGaf'drier, Sarah R (D~L) . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 
S~bject~A/S :poi;;11er's BCL- M~~ng·with>!=9YPUi3n Depufy Foreign Minister' Wafaa Bassim and Deputy Assistant Minister 
for i;uman .R,ightsL~ila Bahaa El": Din cm .Fiid;:iy · 

SENSITIVEBUt UNCLASSIFIED 

Assistant .. Secrefafy Posner Meeting with Egyptian Deputy Foreign Ministe1rWafaa 
Basshn and Deputy Assistant.Ministerfor'Human Rights Laila Bahaa EI..;Din 

CONTEXT. 

This is a reference paper on multilateral issues. 

POINTS TO RAISE 

1. 

UNIT~ - -~ -'--~ Oli' ~TA T.F. 

REVI~W AUTHOR:ffY: .SHARON·.~ ·AHMAD· 
DATE/CASE m·: OJ APR 2012 201004163 uNCLASSIFIED 
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2. 

3. 

. .. · ... · . : . . . .. ·. . . th.·. ; .. 
BA.CK.GROUND: HRC 15 :Sessi<Dn. 

Israel Refated"!ssµ~s; ·nie Htni:lanE.ights·Cquncitrecently·passedtwo resolutions endorsing 
the report ofthe HRC:Fact~Eiriding Mission into the flotilla incidentand the Tomuschat 
committee report, Furthet.HRC ~ctfop: on these issues willcontinue in the March session. The 
U;'S. was i$9latei:l41ourqpposit_l()nto the t:e§olutions. Egyptjoinedthe OIC and offered 
statements c;,n;their behalfan.4 on 1'~11alfpf the NAM m suppottoffurther .HR.Creports and 
actions on. flotilla and:doldstoite follc:rw-:up .. 

IfRaised Tanking<Points: 

uNCLASSIFIED . . . '.- - ; . 
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.0 JFlotill~: ~eU;S. takes the issue seriously and rea&the Fac,t.;Ffucling lVUssion·report very 
carefully. We: note that the Fact-findingMisskm.:refori:ed tp ongoing dqme~tfo 
investigations andth.eSecretary General's.panel and' did not recommen4 further UN 
action; 

0 lrtmiedi~tely following the May j l incident, we noted .the importa,llce ofa credil:)le, 
impartial, and transparent lnvestigation.into .these tragic events~ 'We will not prejµdge the 
conClusfons .withoutthe',opportunity for a.full ex.awwation pf the facts an:c:iperspectives· 
from all sides; We will serie>1.lsly co11sid~rthe. festilt$. qffue domestic inv~stjgations and 
the UNSY'Gpanel fi.ndings.[he Um~edStat¢s b¢lieve5tfo1tthelJNSYG panel; which 
includ~s the participation -0fboth ~sr.ael and Turkey, offers a ba.l~ced anci credible 
channel:tO'acldiess.these very s~rioils issi:Jes~ We hopethatt(te SYG' s ptocess and direct 
discussiotis betWeen A.nlqu<aand'Tel. Aviy could fa.qiti~te·~· acceptable.way forward:and 
stf\Ild ready to help lortgst!lrldin,g friertds>rriove a})ead. ]hel.Jnited States hope·s the parties 
wHl fa~d a way to address this ineideht while r~pajring:relations. 

UJiCLASSIFIED 
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Approved: DRL/MLGA Office Director foe Cassidy 
Drafted: ORLIMLGA '-Ly@ Sicade, :Sarah John~ton-Gatdner, Melike Yetken 
Cleared: DRL!NEAJLieberman 

PRLIMLQA: K Mc(ieei1¢y OK 
IOIHRM AridrislL GamboTI,e OK 
L/BRR G ]3rancatQ Info 
Mission Geneva: AMansfield Info 

From: johnsfon;G~rdner, Sarah•~. (QRL) 
Sent: Tuesday,October 05, 2010 12::30 PM 
"(o: DRL·StaffAssist:ants 
Cc:. Liebermcin, Jessi¢a D (DRL); Hoey, Alexandra (DRL); Hutchings, Jill 
Subject: MLGA insertforA/S Posner Egypttrip · 

1-tello, 

In a trip preparation meeting with Posner:on Frida'{ ML~A agreed to provide tnult11at points:for A/S Posner's rneeting 
with the Egyptian MPA. These have bee·n clearedwith Joe; Ai. .DAS Melia is olit today I am not sure .who ih the FO needs 
to c)e~rthese before gc:iing into the briefingmaterials1-P.~rhaps DAS Fiti:pcitdck? 'runderstand they depart for the trip at 
4pm today so trying to. move this quickly. Will bril'lg up a Ila rd .copy . .no was well .• 

Be~t; 

Sarah 

Sa.rah Johnston-Gardner 
ForeignAffairs.Officer 
Bureau of Democracy, Human •Rights and.Labor {DRL) 
Office of Multilateral and Global Affairs (MLGA) 
202"647-2286 

:4 ' 
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Coleman; Charmaine (P.Rl-) 

From.: 
Sent: 

·Cassidy; Joseph p RELEASED IN FULL 
Wednesday; September 29, 201.0 8:07 PM . . 

TO: 
Cc: 
Sl{hJ(?Ct: 

· W(ill<er.:.Johnscm; LyndaW (ORI.;); Johnston"Gartlner,. Sarah:R (DRL); DRL"MLGA~DL 
DRLStaff Assi~tants 
RE:. TPs for Amb. DcmahoeW(furKey.on Flotilla 
Talking Points ;forAriib Don flotilla.doc AttachmentS: 

lmp<>rtance: High 

Lynda, This Is versiory s~nt to Tomfor.dear<mce, I beli¢ve, Sari')r~ can you confirm? Thanks, Joe. 

from:Walker.:Johnson~ LyndaW (DRL) 
Sent:Wednesday,.Septernber 29; ~0.10 7:31.PM 
To: Johnston~Gatdner~ :SarahR ( DRL);. D.RL-MLGA-DL 
Cc: DRLStaffAsSistarlts 
Subject: TPs for.Amb~ Donahoe W[furkey on -FlotiU.a 

We do not have .an .electronic copy; this was passed to us from Roland:marked .time sensitive; Please send the 
electron.s. 

DAS Mella has approved as is. Lynda 

UNITED STATES J)EP ARTME)]ST OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHbIDTY:SHAR(jN E' AHL\liAi> 
DATE/CASEiD: o3 APR.2012 201004163 uNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Melia, Thdmas O~ 
Thursday, septe111~~r. 23, 201 o B; 13 PM . . 
Sipade1. LyrmM.(DRL); ,tieber!Ylan, Jes:;;iCC! D (DRL) 
DRL $~aff Assistants-D>L; Johnston~Gardtie~; SarahR(DRL) 
RE: Flash clearance please: HRC poiritforp Subject: 

.fine 

Fro!lt: ?ica,de, Lynn M (PRL> 
sent: Thursday, September 23, 2010. 4:21 PM 
To: Uebennan, Jessia\ D (DRl); Melia, Thomas o 
Cc: DflLStaffAssistarits~~L;. Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (ORL) 
Subject: FW: Flash ccearance please: HRC point fbr P · 
Importance: High 

qoing to cl~arthis unless.you both have anissuewith it. 

I.ywri\:I.Sic:ack, 
Sci1i<>r Pplicy AcMsor 
DRL/MLGA 
7:.~WG2 

From: Gregonis, Meghan: E . 
!Sent: Thur5day(September 23, 2010 4:17 PM 
To: DRl:·MLGA•DL 
Subject: Flash clearance please: HRCpoiritfor P 
Importance: High 

Colleagues, 

RELEASED· IN PART 
B5 

1 un~erstand.Sarah Johnston-Gardnerisoff-fin~.from4"5, ¢cin.;inyone take a quicklooka~the highlighted p9int below? 
!Ocleared while NEAmadetomments. Note .EUR DAS Kaldarowhas aiready cleared. Themeetingis;at8:3dtomorrow 
morning. 

Th<Jnks, 
Meghan 

From: Doutrlch, Jac.kT 
Sent:.Thursgay; Septgmi:>¢r23, 2010 4:1lPM. 
To:·Greg9nis1 M~l:\an E,; Johnstcin-Gardner; SCI.rah R.{[)RL)i Andri~, Nlati:new R 
Cc: HonJgstein(Michael:Oi'Mokhtarzada.;.1}9it\eyta N; Kf:\oury~Kincarmon, Sahar 
Supjeg:.,~~: Fl~sh crear:ance please: H[:ttpointror P 
!mportanee: High 

Meghan, 

UNITED STATES :DEPARTMENTOF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHORlTY:SllARONE:AHMAD 
DATE/CA,SEID: ·03 APR 2012 201004163 

.1 
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.. .......:.., 
This doesn'tcbangethe substanc~ af1y, wshould not~qntravene your DAS~ Clearan.ce. It. does'take theinipact on peace 
efforts out ·of the laundry iistof Impacts arid highlight itqn \'ts ()\Nn -appi11t of·great.importanci; to NEA andSEMEP. 

Let me knpwifyou h.ave any questions. 

SensitiVe 

Thls.email fs:UNCLASSIFIED;__.,..c.... _ _;,_ __ .;___..~------------
From~.Gregohis~ Meghan'E . .. . . . . 
Sent: Thursday; Septe~ber 23, 2010. 3:35 PM. . ·.· . . 
Tck Johnston."Gard))er1SarahR {l)R!,.-); And~is1 Matthe\N R,;c. Dootrich~ Jcici( T 
cc: Honigstein, ,Mkni3el b; .. Molcht:irzada;. Horney,raJ~ 
subJec::t: Flash clearance please: HR~ .pqint for P 

lhopetoget thi~' b.ack to ·rriY frpnt9ffi¢e ho later than 4ptr). .. N:ote: we'll re~order the P BCL 
to make this·the top pqint. Mail.Y thanks! 

2 
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RELEASEDIN FULL 
AiHRC/RF,S/14/I 

Advance Edited Versh:ln Distr,: General 
iJ·Jutie 2010 

:Ori~irial: English 

Huntan. Rights Council 
Fourteenth sessfon 
Age1laa item 1 ·· · · 
Organ ii11tii1Di1Jl\nci pl'.octjlural matte.rs 

GE.10-

ResQloti<m ad(1pted!11y the H11man Rights Council" 

14/1 . 
The grave attacks·l:ty'IsraeUfotces .againsttbe 'hunfanifarian 
boat'co:nvoy 

The Human 'RigJ1ts Council~ 

Giiided.by the P'l!rposes Wld principles ofthc Charte.r of the United .Nations and the 
provisions ofthe Universal Declaration ofHiiman Rights, · 

Tiikih~ intacpnsiri,eration·thcptovi~ians. ofthe·fou~h.(;e11e.va.C0nve11tionrclative ·fo 
the .Protection ofC.ivilian Pc::rsons in Times of War, of Ii August 1949; 

Emphasiifrig ihe impo1:tance C>f the safety .anil weH~bcing pf all 'ciyiHans; including 
hu111n.iiitarlaliP.er~onriel, 

Expressinggr:cive concer1~ atth~·deepcniilg hµmanitarian crisis in iJccupied Gaza, 

£rr1phasizing .the .need :fo e!iSimi'the stiStained. alld tegtiliir flow. o(goods and· j:ii:Op1c 
into occupied Gaza, aii!i ·W.~l~m!ng ~he ihi,iatiycs filmed at <;r~~9~g . and opcJ:tlng 
humanitarian corridors and other mechanis.lT!s for .the ,sustained· delivery' of humanitarian 
aid, 

I. Cor1cle11thS. i11 .. 1he stra1:1?eslter17JS. the oulraf!,eous attilck by the Israeli forces 
aga!nSt the humanitarian floii!lilofships: lvhich,fosiiltei:l-iri ilic;kiJ!ing and injuring oflimnY 
itmocent civilians ff om iliffe~nt cpunlri~; 

2; Dee11lv cieplorei. the loss of life. of innocent •9ivilians, ·and expresses its 
deepesrsynipathy and ciindolenccs to the victims and their.families; 

The resolutions :ind decisions adopted.by lhcliunfari ltighiSCouncil will be coniaincd iii 1hc rcpoit of 
\lie c~tincn l/n itsJoiirtccnili s¢ssilin lAiHR.C/l~/3]), chap. T. 

uNITED.STATEf:;DEP!\RTMENT.QFS'.fATE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY: SHARON.EAHMAD 
DAT;E/CAl)KID: 03APR 2012'. 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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A!HRC/JU:S/14/1 

l 

J; Calls .upon the occupying Power, lsr<1el; I<> cooperate fully with the 
. lntemational .c;orruni~¢ of the Red' Cross to s.eek: and provide 'information on ilie 
whcrcilQotits.status ana condition of detained and" injurcd·pers<:ins; 

4. .[)ema.r~ that !the.of:cupying.]'owcr, Israel, imrnedia\ely release all detained 
men and materiitl Md fucilifate their safe return to their homefands; 

5. Calls µpo11 the occupying Power, Israel, to immediately· lift the siege on 
occu11ied Gaza .and otJjer occupiedlerriiorics; 

6. ,1/so calls upqn the ()ccupying Power, Israel, to ensure . the unimpede4 
proyision ()f hl!m[lflitarian assistance, including of food, fuci and medical treatment, to ·the 
occupied Gaza Strip; 

7. Welcomes the statements made by _the Secretary-General .and the United 
Nations High Commisston~r forHilrnan Rights condemningthclsrneli attacks and callsfor 
full accciuntabilify and cn::dible.indepetldent inquiries into these attacks; 

8. 'Decides to dispatch an independent, intem<1tional fact~fmding mission to 
investigate violiitioris.of.intcm;itional liiw; including· imein;i:tional hunianiWiliruuid hliman 
rights laV{, ri:sultirig from the Israeli attacks on theJlotilla ofships carrying humanitari_an 
·a$sistance; 

9: .Also deci(/es:to authorize the President of the Council to appoint members to 
the a~ve-mcntionea·.fa~t~finding. mission, who should rcp0rt on .their findings to the 
CounCil at its fifteenth.session; · 

IO, Furr her decides to remain seized o!'this matter. 

LOth :meeting 
tJurie.2010 

[Aaoptcd by. <1·rectitdcd vote of32 to 3, with 9 abstentions. The votingwas !IS follows: 

lnfavdur: . . . . . .. . . 
· Angola,. Atge11tina, Bal:\rai~,. Bangladesh, Bolivia (P.Jurin<1tional State of), 

Bos~ja l:ll1dH~ovina; Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba, .OJibouti, Egypt; Gabon; 
Ghana; lndi<1, '1ridonesia; · Jordl!II;' Kyrgyzstan; .M<1uritius, Mexi~. Nicari.ig11a, 

. Nigeria, Noi.Way, Pakistan,· Philippines. Qatar. Russian Federation; Saudia 
Arabin,·Senegal, Sfoveriia, South Africa, Uruguay; 

Ag~insr: 
Italy, Netherlands, United ·States of America; 

Abstai/1f11g: 
Belgium, Burkina Faso, France, Hungary,. Japan, Republic . of Korea, 
Slov~kJil, Ukraine, United KingdomofGrcat Britain andNorthem lrcfand.J 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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. . . RELEASED' tifr Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 

~C>hnston~Gardner; $arah R (bRL} 
Sunday, .:Januafy,23,20112:31 'PM 

B6. 
To: 
Subject: 

Cassldy1Joi;eph P; Lieberman;, Jessica D · (DRL}; Manr:i; .Winston E CORL) 
Fw: Turkel Report 

from:. Doutrich,)ack T 
Sent,: Sunday, January 23, 201~ 12:3.3'PM 
To: Bass, Warren; Khanna, Melanie J; Andris, Matthew R;. Johnston~Gardner; Sarah R (DRL); Reisser,.Wesley J; Masilko, 
Barbara,J (US\JN); Zurciler, Kenneth M 
Subje¢t: Fw: Turkel Report 

1of3 emails on today1s Turkel Report release. 

From: SilVerrrian, R[)bert J 
Sent: Sµnciciy1.January 23; 2011 11:2lAM .. . . 
To.: NEA-IPA-DL; 'KlllTl~r1 Pr:eni G;' <Prem G: kumar@nss;eop;qov>,; Walles,]acob 
Cc: GOidberger, :Thomas. H; c:unninghal)'l1 James B;, Levfo, Jan;· Euss.en; MattJ1eW 
Subject: FW:Turkel Report · 

As Jan accurately ptec:Jicted ($e$:e111pil ?eloy..(), the TOrkel Commission met. today and n.Jled that the 
Israeli navy and IDF were in fu.11 accqt.dance.With irjferinalionol low in interdicting the Mavi Marmara, 
furtherrylore, the conducf on board the sh\p involv~ii :self cJefense, · 

We'll hove a full report tomorrow. 

Bob 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!From: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Friday, January 21, 201112:07 PM 
To: Cunningham, .James S 
Cc: Goldb¢rger,.Thomas H; Tel Aviv. POL Sedlon, 
Subject: Turkel Report 

Mr. Ambassador:. The first ha! fof the Turkel Qommittel:l reportwili be released)~ a ptib lie ceremony on Sunday.( which 
we will cover). The MFA has confinned thanheJeaks that have app~ared In the press are accurate "';.the report wiU 
conclude tliatlsniel and the IDF had the legaltiwtto take over the. Ma vi Marrnaraandth!.l other ships oftl)e flotilla and 
that their conductonce.~n:board was)l·PP,ropriateunder the circumstances. Accordjngt~I. .. . . . . . . . . . ·. · · . ~U B() 
seyen members .(inc.ludiryg the in~eijiatjoniitmem\,~rs)of,tfie committee,voted urianiniou~ly on these 'point,s. .. The 
committe.e is. a:iso expected to:render:an:opfoioh on th(;l· legality.of ilie.·triar,itime.closure .. overa:ll. The. committee's 
deferential. questionh"1g dfgovemmen~tigures-N~tanyahu; ·Barak; Ashk~~a;Zi, ,Livni.- and.hostile.q~estioiling of civil 
society representatives. leads rneJo assume; that theReport :willats.o c9ncludc that the maritime cfosure is legitimate. 

The second part.of the ·committee's report.in line with .the, :co.i;runittee'smandate,, · wHi · exllinine .. the question ofwhether 
t.he .. :m·c··.c .. han .... is. m ...•. fo .. r.: .. ·e ... ~': .. m.iri.ii:lg.··.iall ... d. 1,n . .Y~s. f.igat.Jng~cotnpfaints.an.· d·claim~raised inrelationto'Yio.lations ofthe la\vs ofanned 

UNJTEDS.T ATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE.- i 
REVIEW AUTHORITY:SHARON E AHMAD .... · · . · . · ·. . 
OATEICASE ID: 03 APR2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01387

I. 
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conflict, as c.011ducted:in Israel generaJly,:anq ·as jmpJ~merited with regard to. ~e l'~fa:yi :fyfarrnara incident; confonnwith 
Israel's Q~ligations W)der :IHL .. Weundexitan&ttiahh.e Commi~tee · isacc~pting submissions expressing'views on this 
question. until the.end of January; which suggests thaftlw second.half of the report woulµ not be released until .Jate 
February atthe earliest. 

Israel's critics will certainly claiin. thatthe report:is a whitewash, and the press wi 11 likely be full of such ·staries early next 
week. · 

Understand that the<P8.1mer Parielwill be meeting·inNew York middle of next week. 

Jail 

J(DI Levin 
DeputyPolitkal·Couns¢lor 
U.S. Embas:sy TeJAviv 
972-3-519:7565 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: 
sent: 

Johnston-Gardner; Sari:lh ;R ;(DRL). REL.· EA• SE .. ·.D' ·IN· .. ·. F· ·UL· . ·. · L 
Sund.ay, Jan1;1ary;2.3,2.01t2:so PM' . 

To: 
$ubj~ct: 

Cassidy, JosephPi Ueberrr:ian. Jessioa D {DRL}; Mann, Winston E (DRL} 
Fw: Turkel English documents · 

Here is one of three emails from. N.EA :on Turkel fj:ndings .. Wi,11 pro&ably neea fo radar and do 
an Info memo for. the FO trni:'w. 

-----Original Message-"'---­
Fr9m: OO(Ji\:rkh; Jack T 
Sent: Sunday~ Jahuary 23:. 2011 0.1~13 'PM. 
To.;: Bas,s, Warren; Andris, Matthew R} Khanna, Melanie J; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); 
Reisser, Wesley j; Zt.ir.cher, Kenneth M 
Subject: Fw: Turkel English documents 

----- Original Message ----­
From:. Hoyer, Kurt .J 
s~nt: s·unday,, January 23, 2011 01:.08 :PM 
To: NEA-Press-DL; NEA,..IPA-Dl; NEA:.::SEMEP-DL 
Subject: Fw": Turkel English dotllments. 

----- dr.igioal!"les:sage ----­
From.: Lt:1ndC!l1s Avida 
To: Hoyet ,. .Kurt J.; Ellis. . Roya M; Feld boy 1 Yael 
~ent: .sun ·Jan 23 '.ur:32:40 2011 
Subj'~C:t~ Turkel English documents 

Below are the links to the English Turkel documents in pdf format. 

The t,.Jebsite: 

http.: I /WwW. turkel- committee. gov ~n 

The. report summary 

http ://W1JJW .turkel-committee. gov. il/files/wordocs/7896summary-~ei1g •. P.DF - the report summary 

The Observers' letter: 

http: //vMw. turkel-commi ttee .gov. il/fHes/wordocs/4229observers·•eng. pdf 

The t"epe>rt part I 

http:/fWW','J.turkel;-committee.gov.il/fHes/wcirdocs/8808report.,eng.pdf 

Avida Landcju 
Me.dia !jpec;ialiSt 
l'r.£ss .sedfoh ........... . 

ffi\lIT&D STATES~DEPARTI\1ENT OF STATJ!: 
REVIEW AU~fli'.ORITY: .S:EIARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE:ID: 03APR2012 201004163 lJNCLASSJFLED 
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'ifs. Embassy, l~l Aviy 
Tel: 972-3-Si0382:2/G 
Fax :972-3-51e3828 
Mobile:972-57-420;.fi829 
f.,.mail:landaua~@state.gov 
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Coleman, Charmai.ne (DRi-) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jqhnston-G'ard~er, Sl:lrafrR (DRL) 
Thu~d.i:iy, January2Q;.~011 '1:58 PM 
Lieberman, Jesslea D (DRL) 
FW: Radar I.terns 

g_;q 

RELEASED, ],'.TON-RESPONSIVE DELETED 
FYI doing radars on bothper:Joe's request NR 

SarahJohn5ton.:G~rdner 

Foreign Affairs Officer 
Bureau <)fDemocracy,Human Rights and tabo(([)RL) 
Office ofMultilateral and Glo.bal:Affairs (MLGA) 
202-'647-2286 

From: Johnstoh-Gardher, Sarah R (DRL) 
Sent: Thursday,January 20; 20111 :55 PM 
To: Galindo, David R 
subject: Radatitems 

(SBU)lsraeli:Jufkel.to111rr1ittee Report- Misswn.Gen.eva h~sheard from Amb.Yaaf that theJsraell Turkel(Committee 
wilt likely release their findings, as early. c\S this Sun~~y,Jan, •2:~· Tlfe repo~ IJVlll i11dude.thelr cqni:lllslo:rys of Israeli 
government conduct during .theMay31 flotilia.:in.cident, it wiU not include tne'greater qu,estions;about.the rsrat?U 
judicial/military system· and complia ncewithiiiternational.standards as.articulated ·lnAtt. 5 of.their manda.te'. .. Mission 
Ge11eva predicts that th¢ Turkel repo,rt1 which will also be seh~ to NY to the UNSYGPalmer panel, Will Mt silence.Calls for 
further UN.foliow-up on flotilla Whieh neadyguarantees anotherre.solutfon In the March liR.~ session~ MLGA- SJo.hnstoil­
Gardriec 

(SBU) Upd~te on ~osslble HostsJor the New OIC Hum ah :Rjghts'.Cc)mrrils$ion-:I I NR 
.--~~~~~~~~~~~~__;..~~--'~~~~~~~~~-""~~~~~~~~~~~~~~......., 

Sarah Jpt:mston.-G<!rdner 
Foreign Atfairs()ffiter 
B~reau of Democracy, Human '.Rights and Labor (DRt) 
Office of Multilateral. and Global :Affairs (MLGA) 
202~541::i2s6 

®!TED STATEs:mtPARTI\1E~T OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTH01UT¥~:SaARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE IDz 03 Af>R2012 201004163 

1 

~CLASSIFIED 



StateDept01391

UNCLASSIFIED 

CoJem_i:m, Ch~tinain~lDRLJ 

From: 
sent: 
To: 

J.ohnston-Ga~dner, Sarah R(DRL) 
Wednel)day, November to, 2Q10.3;23 PM 
Cassidy,Josilpii P;Yetker:i1 Meilike A.(DRL); .Galindo; D.avid R 
Sicade,. Lyn~ M (DRL); Lieit:Jerman~ Jess.ica b (DRL). 

RELEASED IN PART 
B5 

Cc: 
su'bJect: Re: Reportcifthe,Human.RightsCouricll · · 

Thank you 
Sarah 

From::Qlssldy,.Joseph:P 
Sent:Wedne$dciy, N@~rnber10, 2010 02:i03)M 
To: Yetken~ Me!ikeA{[)RL); Galindo, pavid,R; J6tinston•Gardner, Sarah R (DR!:} 
·cc: Sicade,.typn M (DRL) 
Subject: .PIJ: Report of.the Human Fi.ightS Couridl · 

§=rom;.poutrti::h1 Jae~ T 
·Sent:Wedn~ay,Nbvemoerio, 2oio i2::36P~ 
To: ~eis$er, :\fJ~leyJ 
Cc: Millar, McKe~~ie; Horiigst~ih.t fv1Jchael D; Johnston•Gard.her(Sarah R(DRL); Cook, Akunna E; Haldeman; William E 
(P);: Powe,11, tather:ine; Richard5on, Eric N; Khoury~Klncannon, Sahar; Brancato; Gilda M; Sullivan, David B; 'Jacobsc>n, 
Lind(l; (:assidy ,.Jci5eph P; Bass, Warren;, Cassayre, :Mark J; 'seott..;W .. _busby@nss;eop.gov'; 
1marl( .. a • ...,abdoo@ri$s.eop.gov1

; ~Kumar; Prem G~'; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Masilko, ea~ba'ra·.) :(!..ISLJN); Buzbee, John R; 
Raizouk1 Kelly L · 
Subject: Report oft!Je. Hunia n· Rights Co.u.ncil 

Wes an.d 0111, 

,__ _ __,...,..--,.----------'-..,..----,--'Among oth~rthings, the Elotilla FFM reportfound, aniorigother things, that 
Israel's blockade of Gaza was agaJrist inti iaw, . .. 

Thanks; 
Jo, 

1JNIT]j;:p S'.fATES ])EP~TMJ1:NJ.'PF,SJ4J;E 

~f~&~~i:~f:ii~·~~~g·~~Al) 
1 
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SBU 
This email is.i:JNCL:ASSIFIED. 

From:·ReisSl;!r, Wesley J 
sent: Tuesday,.Novernber 09, 20161.~:59 AM· 
Tc>: :zurcher; kenoetitM; cook, .6,kunna E;.Hall:lernan~WllliamE(P); P()we11; Catherine; Richardscin1 Eric N; Dautrich, Jack 
T; Khoury•Kincannon,':Sahar;:13rancato, Gilda'M;Sulliy;:in, bavld. B;Jacobson,Linda; cassi(fy1 Joseph·P; Bass,·Warren; 
Cassayre1-Mar:J<J;··.·~ccitt,;..;W·_busby~n~;~p~gov•;·•rfiark"""a.-'abdoo@i:iss,e9p;go\/ 
cc: Miiiar, Mckenfie; Honig?tein, Mic:~ael D;Johnston.-Gard,nerr ·sarah ~R (PRL) 
subject: Pis CLEAR by 3PM - Report of the .Human Rig~ts cocmdl · 
Importance: High 

AH-The attached resolution takes.note:ofthe, ~ecenrReport of the H).J.man Rigl:lts Council and acknowledges the 
recomm.endatiohs contained within it. ILWill bevoted on in1the UNGA3'd Committee on Thursday. lsra~I has informe.d 
us thatthevwill call a vote.andvqte nC:>; as the HHC recommendations .include those on the·Gaza Flotilla.and Goldstone. 

Thanks for your quick help! 
Wes 

Wes_!eyJ. Reisser:~ Ph;D. 
FOreigri Affaifs .. Officer 
10/HR-·OfficeofHuman Rights 
202,::647 ~3902 (phone) 
202~6474628(fax) 

SBU . . . 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
R.ELEASED lN PA.RT 
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From: .Jpl'ln$ton~Gardner, sarcih ·13 (QRL) 
Wednesday, 9ctcibef20, 2Q10 8:E>7 AM .. ·.. . .. · .. . . . . Serit: 

Tp: . Uef:)emian, Jessica [) (DRL);' C§ssidy; Joseph P; Sicade; Lynn M {DRL);Yetken, Me like A 
(PRU): ·MCGeef1eY •• Kristen F((DRL) 
RE: :Flotilla~IC.C·PG 
-~qtilla~.)var_crimes_ICC~Press..;.guidcince LDOC; .. PG 10-14~td ice :i=10.tiUaco.mplaint 

subject: 
Attachments: 

MLGA.doc. 

Th'3nkv6u.1r------------------------------~~ 

Sarah )ohnston,Gard net: 
F.o.telgti Aff <1lrs.•Qfflc¢r 
B.ureau. ofOf:?.moct(l·cy, Human Rights. ~n\i Lai:Jor{[)RL}'. 
Offlcepf M~itllateral ard GlobalAttaii:s (MLGp;) · · 
202~647-iisG . 

Fn>m:.Ueberilian, Jessica .O,(DHL} 
Sent: WedneSdayjOctober 2~,. Zq10. ·~:.52 AM 
'ro:Johnstot:1-Gardner1··Sar:ah:R (DRL)~ Cassidy/ Jo~ph P; Sicade, LynnoiM (Q~L); Yetker:i, Melik~A.{DRL}; MtGeeney; 
kriSt:en R(DRL) . . . . 
subj~: RE! Flotilla~rcc PG 

YES~ We can raise in directors? 

From: J9hnsl:op~Garqner,; sat:ah. R (bffi.) 
Sent:Wi=dnesday, Odopeir.20~ 2ofo·s:s1 AM 
To.: cas5idy, Joseph P; $ii:ade; Lynn M {DRL); Yetkei'l; MelikeA(DRL); McGeeney,. Kristen R. (DRL); Li~berman,Jessica .D 
(DRL) . 
subject: FW: Ffotilla~rcc:PG 

J've leamedtbatl 

Sarah Johnston-Gardner 
Fo.relg~ AffaiisOffice~ 
-S~re~v·of.Democracy~·Hunian·Rightsandlabor(PRl). 
·Offlce·of Multilateral.and:Glotial Affairs tMLGA) · 
2.02-647•i286 

uNITEifSTA:TESDEPAJ.l'fMltNT·OF's'fA.tE 
REVIEW'AuTHORITY:SHARONEAilfyiAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 03 APR 20l2 2010.04163· 

1/ 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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From:Honigstein, Micha~i D 
Sent: Tuesday, October.i9~ 2010 7:28 PM 
To: john?ton-;:c;ardner, Sarah•R·(DRL) 
Subject: RE:,,flbtilla-'I.CC PG 

' ljustspoketo 16/PAO andthey·saidthat 

Mike 

Mich~HonlgsteJn 
Human·Rl.sitts:$ecticn'¢f1ief 
Office.Of.H~an'RJghb/Humanltarian,.and SOCicafAfkilrs'(IO/HR) 
Bureai.i of.BJiternatf(;nal ·orsarifaatrcins· · 

SBlJ 
This email is·UNCLASSIF!ED. 

From: Johnston+Gardner,:Sarah R(DR4) 
Sent: Tuesday, octobet 19; ,iofo:s:53 PM 
To:Hohlgst'¢in; Michael D 
Subject: FW: Flotilla~ICCPG 

Hi Mkhael,. 

WaQted tofollow~up on our comrersation ;:ibout the flotilla ICC petitiol:i bi'essguidance.J 

Manythanks1 
Sar.ah 

Sarah Jollliston~Gardner 
Foreign AffairsiOfficer 
BurealJ olDemotracy,.Human- Rights and Labor (pRL) 
O.fficeofMultilateral and Global Affaii's'.(MLGA} 
202~647-'2286 
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From: .Gorove;. Katherine :M 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2.01.0 9:48,AM 
T«>:Johnsi:on~Gardner; Sarah.:R (DRL)· 
Subject: 'RE: Ffotilla'-ICC 'PG 

Here Is the PG on that lsst.Je. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

From:;Jol:lriston~Gardner, Sal(;lh R',(DR.L) 
5e.n~: Tue,sday, Oct9ber 19, · 2Q10 .9;2QAM 
T.o: o~rey, Jobn p; Go~ove1 Ka.tfi.erine M; Banos, Mariapo l:i;. Mai;tin; Julie Ei; Perina, Alexandra. H 
Subject:: FW: Flotilla-"ICCPG . 

Hello; 

Hopf! you are all doing we IL Thol!ghtJ'd cfieckio to SE!e if' y0u.are·all working on the ICC/Flotilla PG. 10 said that 

Best, 
Sarah 

Saran·Johnston~Gardner' 
Foreign Affairs Officer 
Bureau cif Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DR.t) 
Office of Mi.iltliateral and Global Affairs.(MLGA) 
. 202-647~2.286 

Frorm. Coqper, $\Jrtis. A 
5es:at Tuesday, .Od;ober'~9,20~0 9:17Ji;M 
T~:1ldhnston•GarcJner, Sar~l:tR (DRL) 
Subject:: Re:. Floti.Ua~ICC PG 

When I hav.e a clearlndi~tion-'of vvhaHhey. wantto say, )'11 l'Tlake sure everyc:me sees il. 

F!'.Om: Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R(DRL) 
To: Cooper, Kurtis A · · 
:Sent: Tue'.oct 19 09:08:56 2010 
SUbject: RE:. Flotilla'-'ICC 'PG 

Ok; could you keep us in the:foop. on this?otsholild task LrNSC and D(S) staff? 

Sarah Johnston-Gardner 
Foreign Affairs· Officer 
Bureau of.oemocrac;y, Hul)'lan RJgbts an(I ~abor (ORL} 
office ofMuitilate.ral and ,Global Affairs (MLGA) 
202-647-2286 

From: Cooper, Kurtis A 
SE:ii~:Tuesday; Oc:l:bber 19,:2.()f() !:):07 AM 
Jo: Johnston·Gardrier,,$Clrah ~{ORL) 
'Subject: i::te: Flptiua•IC:(: PG 

·~· 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: Johriston~Gardner, SarahR'(DRL) 
To: CoOper::,.Kurtis J\ . . 
Sent: Tue .Oct 19 0$:48:51 2010 
subject:•.Flotilla~rct.·f?.G 

Hi Kurtis, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Wasthe PG ever finalized on theJiotilla ICC issue? 

Thanks, 
Sarah 

Sarah Jof1nsttin~Gardner 
FofeigrrAffairs ~o{fk¢r 
Bureau cifDemocracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL) 
Offic.e ofMtiltilaferal.a.ndGlobal Affairs (MLGA)·· 
2Q2C647~2286 
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Colem~n, Charmair:ae J08.L) 

Fr.om: Pelton, Etin . . 
Sellt: 
l'o: . 
Subject: 

RELEASED IN PULL 
Monday,. June ·07. 201 O 12:.44 P.M 
G.aza. Fio~illa .Mpr1it6ring 'Group 
Haaretz: Israel to appoint state panel to investigate Gaza. Flotnia 

HAARETZocom 

Israe·I to appoint state panel to 
.investigate Gaza flotilla raid 
Senior :goyernment source says committee to 
co.tnprise .top justices, as .well as two i'ritern:ational 
observers. 
By Barak Ravid Tags: Israel news·Gaza flotilla 

Prime Minls.ter Benjamin Netanyahu wa~ expege~:Lto ~rihoUnce oh Mori day or Tuesday the·creatlon, of a 
state.panel .of inquiry to investigC!te the Israel. Navy's deadly raid of a humanitarian aid .flotilla bound fo.r 
the Gaza. Strip iast week. · 

A seniOr source in· Jerusalem said the pahei would comprlsetopjustices exp~riehced in matters of 
international and. maririe law. TWo international Justices - at least one of-them American- would be ' 
Invited to partlCip'ate Cis. observers, said the source~ · 

In. addition to irlVestigi;lting the circumstances surrounding the Israel Navy's seizure ofttie Turkish-flagged 
Mavl Ma·rmara, th'e committee· wlll also be charged with looking into. the legality of Israel's closqre of the 
Gaza sfrrp and its naval blockade; 

Netanyahu'~s. fOr\,ltTH)ftop:seven mini$ters c:le.c:ided' to .ere.ate the lntema'I lnvestig'atlve panel o.n rvlonday, 
after c:lciy!iofdeliberation. Ari official anpouncementori the matter was.aWaitingapproval rromthe 
attorn~y general, to em;ure that ttier:e w~re no conflicts. of interest among the potential members of the 
committee. 

The forum of Sl:!Ven n.iled in Its decisio.n that the panel would not tie aH()wed to ir:tterrogate soldiers or 
officers who t0,ok part in the comma[ldo raip, which left nine Turkish activists dead and. sever:al pe°:ple 
Wounded. Rwas not yet clear whether s.e.niorisrael Defense forces ,c:iffidals - including IDF Chief of Staff 
Gabi Ashkenazl and tsrael Navy Commader Eliezer "Chiney" .Ma.rent. 

The t:nihist.ers' de<:;i!;ion corries, on the heels of·a United Nations proposal to e~tP.blisJi an i.nternational 
co'rnmlttee :comprising representatives oflsta:el, the, U.S. ;and Turkey to Investigate 1tl:;ie ind dent. 

Despite growingJnt~rnatlonal pressure; Netanycihu had balked at the pr:qposal, Claiming Israel has the 
rightto Investigate it!')elf. 

UNITEB STATES DF.;P;f\R.Tl\1ENT OF STATE 
REv:JEW AUTHORITY: SHARON EAI:IMAD 
DATEiCASEID: 03 APR2012 20l004163 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Erin Pelton I .DeputySpcikeSJ?e~sonforFoi:eign Media ! .Bureau of. Near:Easi:erii Affafrs I US Depaitmcnt of State 
t: {202) 647-414& I bb:(202),664~3968 I Erti~il: PeltonE@state:gov · 
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Col.enian, Ch.arrnailte (DR.L) 

FrolTI: 
Sent: 
TO: 
Cc: 
S4bject: 
Attachm.ents: 

McFeeters, Brian D .. 
Monday, JUne07, 2010,6:44 AM 
Gazi::i Flotilfa Mi:iriitoiing'.Group 
'Bischeif;Dahief'R 
FW: Protest Letter 12 
.DoC:unient.pdf 

Cblleagues;. Another letter faxed to us Embassy KL today, Brian 

-----Original Messcige,.---­
Froin: Rauland~ Frances N 
sent: Mql'lday, June 07, 2010 6:17 PM 
To: .Raula'nd; Frances 'N; McFeeters:. Brian D 
subject: Protest Letter 12 

ltELEASED·IN FULL 

--~---------·-------------------------------~·-----------~---------

Please open th.e aftactied document. This docLlnient was digitally sent to you using an HP 
Digital sending .device. 

UNITED STATES. DEPARTI\IBN'.f QF$TATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON EAHMAD 
DATE/CASE ·ID: 03 .APR20l2 201004163 
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olios 2010· 2H2l·FAX tl3Sl732759 ~JhlSBELIA.M.,\LAYSIA 

Ref: '4'.2.fhi .VfYC0!~.7.0.0/ lOV[)L l 

His .Er.cel.ien::v Ari1 b3ssa:dor:-, 
8tnba;sy or·:he trnit~d: Sfo.tes of America 
· 37q J~'eil l'\in .Rezak_. 
504001(;uaJ;; Lumpur 

Tek 03 2l68 5000; Fax: 03 2148 5801 

Pearsµ-, 

@.0011001 

RE: ~R()tEl~'f AGA,INST: 'l'HE.lSRAELl JµID 0F A: PRO-Pi\LESTANIAN F,A:t'i:'II.LAQl· 
'~·Bovn> Ail> s:B:IPs~ · · · 

1 'repte~entii1g Malll.ysi;m You~h ~~1:,ntjl .~~d all the .youth; in MaJay,~ia .an1 wrifii:i~ µ. 
exp~.qµr .utmost frustra~io11 ~nd <;(?r.ci~iltil<ltion·to\\•ards.lh,e outri;~J1r. inhlimanr 
embargo·on G.aza. This was demonstrate<ll),Y. the- !is.ta.di rCgime'attac:ked -:m. ": c:g1wo:- p,: 
ilumailit<iri~r. aid .t.o Pa1Cs(iriia11s in Gaz.a wJii(.h resulted ~o a nu\T1b«1· or peopl1• 
casuaJtics.a:id ocmfr:ed. 

lJenc:~; "1e,·c;)flSlder th et the a,.tt.aG\:< ,OT1 i11J10~4f1l:;tlllarmed V6h}t1tee~S'tO be flt,) l:Jthei<thei! 
an act ofW1!9rism! uncivilized ~s we11 ~s·.a.gain.st l1umai\!ly by the Israeli. This iiiqden' 
f11rther displayed th.at JfieJsraeli has 'zem 1'.es~t or tegt;1.td .tqwardr., tlle norm of 
universru%.1manity and lnte!T\ar.ipnal law. 

Thus·. we strongly urg~ the United Natidns 't.o&et.l:kt': 'Witl1. the lhiit(;:J St;Hm~ t.i• 
immediatel:Yintervcm: .hi.this iss.u\';iti.pr:rlr.:r· tQ ce.asc tlJi~,'f<i.nipant i.?r:utal 'rlj.ilf\ncc 1)nd· t• > 

pioVi.de th~ appropriat:~ r¢dress tbW<'.)Xcl~ q~.:rn~ge r.a.l,lse9 py ·the Zionist r~~me •. \'ti: 
beJit:v:c; ~mm:~ aggressive and'pn~ctiveapproadl in· de~li~ with the Zio.1·1fat reghn<~ ii 
nec:essa.ry 10 ultimately address t11P.: lsnieli military actiori against IJirt convoy r:f 
ht1manitarlanai.d mission. l·appcalto.yo.u; to f.\C:t with speed. 

'I'bankyQl.lc 

MENGGERllK BELIA MALAYSIA 
1 ·lSELIA ! 1 MALAY:SIA 
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RELEASED· IN FULL 
UNCLASSrnEr:> 
PR()G.06/07/1.0 
CDA: · MMA11J:!EWS 
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INFO ASEAN COLLECTIVE• 

SENSITIVE 

E.0. 129~8: N/A 

2010-6.-7 Ga;za ReaC"ti.on continues. txt 

TAGS·: AEMR, f>,SEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR, AMGT, IS, GZ, MY 
SUB)ECT: MGGZOl: Malaysia: Parliamentary Motion on Gaza Flotilla 

L ~ssuJ:summ<lrY and c9rn.mer;i1=:. Tbe ['>1a]ey.si(ln ;ParlJam~n:t: on J.IJr:il:! ,7 pci,sseg a 
mot}on spo~sorea. gy Pt~me M1ms:ter· Na;gb,R(lZ.(l¥'s office con~emn1r:ig Israel's 
act1011 :C1.Qa1 nst ~h,f:!. IVli3..V1 Mar::ll)(J.Ft!. .;;i:nct ci:i,l lTn~. for :i:~ra~] to be: rt:fei;red tg the 
UN: Genera·l As.s·e111bly and rnternat:tpnaJ cr1 mrnaJ court, {ICC'.). ·pr-t Na31 b said 
:.M;:,·1. ays.i·:·a • .. s .... · .. c····<:>·".·.d. e. m. n.a .. t·i.o.·n .•..... ·9f. rsr. a._ .. e1.··.s .... · ... •. "s···:t· _a~~-. s. p .. o ... n ... ·s ... ().re~· :t. e.r.rqrism." w. a .. · .... u·J···d .. n .... o .. t ... · .·e. nd .. with tt:ie mot~On·. .Meanwh1.le, Malaysians, 1~rn:1u.d1n1;1 a. Mem,be.r of'·Par11ament~ .. 
who had be~n abqa.~d the Navi M;irma,;ra and th~ Rac;he1 c;:orrte 1 returned ':to Kuala 
Lumpur t,o .a herqs' we1cqme·: on Jun~ 5'"'6. 1 .. PM: 'NP.jJb sa1 d "tt)~l'r. ~fforts 'had .. been 
''Written into: .. Mstori' q:hd called Israel'-s May .31 boarding bf 'the Mavi 
Ma.rmara a "blatal'l:t cict ot agg17essicm and ·:terrorfsm;" . A Malaysian doc;tor who 
.was aboard th~ Mav1 'Marmara wl}en IS~.ael; ;forces, '.boarded it ·.told the media h_e 
ha~.treate;~ two.Israeli s6Jdi'er·s -.Wit~: g~_nsho'fr;\V()Uh~s. while a~o~het activist 
claimed,, -sensat1bl')a11y· <lni:l w1thaut show1.ng evidence; that :act1v'1sts. ~ad.· found 
.a "hit Hs.t" with ;,the names of activists who were ·to be ·killed on the MaVi 
Marm;:tr.a. End Summary; . . . . . . . ·. 

2. ($BU) c~m111en:t: EYe.r:i in: the .~bse.rice of a •. Gaza. flo'ti n.a 'fnc.i dent, the 
tsrael-Pal'estihe iss·ue resonates wi:th the Malaysian public on· a: daily b~sis 
like ·r10 other fqretgn po]ic;;y i-ss_ue, an~ i\t is inevtt:ably .. p.ortr(ly.ed as· an 
example of Muslims' being ops»r.ess,ed.. The May 31 d_eatns ·of activ,ists aboarq: 
the Mavi: Marmara . .are ~een ~s f(~rt;h~!'.'. .Pl'.'Qof .of Isr~el 's ev;;r intentions. The 
emo;t;i:citl'al. r~a<:tion 'tOWa(d Israel ·affE!'ct$ publjt se.ntio:Jerrt towfl.rd the U.S., 
whi.ch rJl~Jaysians view as ena5ltng ~sJ",ael :. Hb\'i~vet; ·PM'Najib ·d.id .not 
criticize t\':t~ u,:$ ... i.n Qthef'Wi:se ~tri9.~ri:t statements., an approach that the 
political opposition found fault With. End comment-. 

sl?ecial moti'on tabled irt Parlfaniel'lt on :GAZA 
---------~.-------------.----------·----:------

3. (U} PM Najib Razak table(f a 15-pojritmofion at 1:he Parlfamerjt on Ji.Jne.7, 
con,pemn. i.119 Isr:-.. a. e .. li.' s ~t.· ~ac~. 9n th .• e )( .• es. s.e·] M .. ~ ".i.· ... M~r.rnar .. a . on . M.ay· 3.1. • T ... :he :m·o· t . .ton, 
sec;:onded by oep1:1ty Pn111eM1mster Muhyiddin va.ss1n, called 9n the world.tr:» 
br. 1.ng. a r.esolLJt}Ot'J·t·o·. 1;H .. E!· .. ;UN .. ·G.·e ... ~~r~l .. ti:ss.em .. bly an<;)· .. ·.r .. ef~.·.r.. '.fSr··.'!-el 's .<tt ... roc1t. i·es to tfie. International criminal .Court (ICC) •. I:t sa1d the. "Z1om•st regime's 
attac.k" was a violation o.f int~rnationa:l humar rig~ts law, internati.on.al 
humanitarian };:tw ai:lq th.e Ch.arte.r of J:he: Un'i't;ed' Nati:or')s. The motion also 
pro!losed ;rµrkey to consi~er· t~l_d:n~ action under the Rome iS'tt\t!J'te pf tlie i.C:c. 
Tl)e .mot~· .. o.n s.tro. ng.ly . c .. o· n.d .. e .... hl.11e.d 13e.riJ a. m .... i:n··.' .· ·N. •.et··· a ... ".·.'y.· .. ahu .. f.o .. r.< ~l.Jow1.· ng' th¢. :r·.· .. s.r.ae 1. •. s m1htaty 'forces to act beyond the bounds of ·numanitar1~n norms, :against the 
peop}e involved in: the '.ai.d mi.ssi'on. T~e··motion sl;at,es that Mcilaysi;a was 
dismayed with the ir)abiJtty· 9f the· rintetnational coinmµnity, .especially the 
unite.a Nations secu.r::ity Cou.nci1.i to. strqngJy protest Is·rael 's violent ac:ts. 

Reac.ti..ons 
---·----·.:...-
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2010-6-7 Gaza Reaction continues.t:xt 
4 ... ~s.· ~u) i;h·e··.· .. o.·.QP.·e>s·i·t·io·n party .P.aka:t·a·n·. Raky.·,at .. .(.PR}·•.un.an.:lmoy·s·.l·. y.· .. s.upp···t>tt~d P~ . Na11 b' s special mot1 on and urged the PM to condemn the united States. The PR 
le~c:Jers. argueCI tb<J.t the zi oni st wotild. not be a1 lbwed to at:tacl< th.e f1 oti:11a 
without the consent .of the United States. . 

5. (SBU) :At a homecoming reception held .. at PM .Najfo' s residence .for the 
twelve Malaysians who returned on June 6; PM.Najib describetj the attack asa 
"blatant act .of aggression. arid .terrori.sm". a·nd aoded that :the :Israeli regime 
should offer a/> apoltiQY .and compensa;t:i on payments to the families. of the hi ne 
wh·o·· w. ere.. ki·l.le;d··· . d ... ~r1.'.r1g.· · the. att.a.·c~ .. Naji.b l .. au. d. e.d t. he. '!-·.J:tiv.) s .. t .. s, .. s ... ay.i ng. th .. at t.he1r efforts had beer:i "written into the country'sh1storica1 annals ... a11d 
t:hat ~ha~ Jh~y ~.ent tlirou9h opene~ ~:the eyes. of the world ;t:o th.e cr1,1~lty ·of 
the Z1on1s'.I: rewme tOW(lrds PaJest1mans." He 'added that most Malaysians had 
only ·seen the ·arroc:ities of Is.rael. on television,. but now a';t least 12 
Malaysians can say they have 'viewed Israel ls cruelty firsthand." Na4ih said 
Malaysia would radse uso 5,000 for the famili.es of each of the activists 
killed aboard t.he Mavi Marmara. 

6. (SBU) Explicit criticism of th~ USG came from Deputy Ministe,r of 
InteroatiqnaJ Trade and Industry Mukhriz Mahathir, former PM Mahathi.r's son 
and: perdal')a 'Global Peace organization (which helped fund the flotill(i) 
advistir, Wh,Q ,$aid tbe. mission organizers will tt.Ot be deceived by .·Vice 
President Biden's promise that Israel ·will hand over the aid to Gaza, and 
added that U.S .• pol1cy toward Israel was a failur~~ . . . 

7. '(§BU) ''utu~ary , .. th~ 1 eadi ng Mal11Y: la7)9UflQ,e n.f(!WSP~P~r O'rJn~d by .t.he . 
goveromertt:: leachng united Malays Nat1onal or;gamzatrnn (UMNO),. argued in a 
June J ed~it:orial •. that tne ~hip boardings cleg;rly snowed to. the worl.d :the true 
picture of '"Jewfsh tsrael being stubborn, a:r-rogant .and 1.ackirig humanity,·" 
noting con~emnati on by numerous countries incJ udtng the U. s. ),nd sugge?ted 
that fllture volunteers and NGos receive "self defense and weapons training." 

B. (SBU) :on June 5, a statement from Forei;gn Minjste.r Anifah Amandemanged 
s .. -.a·f···e·. pa·_· ss···age a.nd r ... ·.a ..... pid. r. e. p.atrfatio.·n o.f t .. he. M.alay.si·a·n··· ci.t ... 1···,.zen:s a .. ·.b·o·a.rq.the Ra~hel (:orrie. The week.end return t1') Malaysiia .of the grp'Up, and the no1:l'-
vio1'ent natUr'e of the hoardin9, helped tool rhetorjc. For exa/liple, Deputy 
Prime Mi.l')ist.er Muhyiddin vass1n was qu():ted on. JI.Joe 6 sayi.ng t_~at he had word 
that tfle Malaysians aboard the vessel .werebei119 safely transpprted home 
through Jordan; he avoided further negative comment:s about Israel. 

9. {SBU) Earlier, onJune 4, 1,509;.,2,ooo peac~ful demonstriltors chantec;l 
slQ9a,.ns SIJPh as.''~e:Str9y Israel" 11i fror,i.1: of t}:te u.s, Enibassy after Friday 
prayers. oppos1t10n leader Anwar Ibrahim and the heads of the other 
oppositfon part) es. Jed OnE! of the demons:t:rati ons. . If\ .~ bri ~:f .. ·TTl~e~i. ng inside 
the Emb~1ssy, Anwar toJd the CQA. that :rsrc:tel's unacceptable 1ntrans1~enc::e 
occurs only bet;al{se of USG tolerance, and conveyed a letter to Pres1de.nt 
obama (shared .with Monitoring Group}. 

MATTHEWS 
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IDF SPOKESPERSON 
AN:Nou:N.CEMENT 

@•t) 
'J 11il~ lll1 
rDF S\i<i~rs0ri · 

June 51
\ 2-010 

09:00 FORIM[\1ElDIATE.RELEASE 

The Israel Navy conveyed· the following message to the 7th flotilla: shipafow 

m()ments ago via rapio transmission: 

"This is the Israeli Na,vy. You arc approaching an area ofhostilitil!S which.is under a 

nava:lbloekade'. TheGaza ar~, coastal r~gionan.cfGaza Harbor are dosed to all 

maritime· traffic. The lsraeti. g9vemmerit supports deliver)' .ofhuinariitada.n supplies to 

the civilla:rr population in the Gaza Strip'andinv)tes you to enter the Ashdod'part. 

Delive1yqfilie s,upplic;:s in accordance with the authorities' regu1atioJ'ls wil.Lbe done 

v.ia the formal.land crossings and under your observation, after which you canretum 

to your home ports. aboard the vessels on whieh you arrived~" 

The ship orga,nizers chose to ignore the invifutibn to dock atthe Ashdod port where 
. - .• 

the cargo 'could be unloaded and transferred to the Gaza Strip upon inspection. 

IDFSpokesperson Unit- Foreign·Press:Branch 

Ne\l!sDesk: 
European & Pacific Media Desk: +972-2"5485800 

•·f\lol'tli.:f.n:ierlca.n M.edia.'~slc +972~2-54~5807 
UNI'I'EDSJ1iA1tltS~iii~·.~fST~~~2~s485801 
REVIEW.Al:JTHOIDTYi SHARON E.AIIlVrAD 
DAT·ElCASE ID: 03APR2012 201004163 

ArabicMediaDesk: 
Russian· Media DE!sk: 
bffic1~iJbFWebs1t~: 
JDFSpoke~persorrBlog: 

+972-2~5485802 

+972"2~.5485808 

lcjtif/English 
ldfsp0kesperson.corn 
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Colernam .Chann_aine'{DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 
to: 

Withers.Anne f\i1 RELEA.SED IN.FULL Sunday,, June06,2010·10:1$PM ··. · .· .·. · . · · . ·· ·· .. • · · · · 

Subject: 
G?Za:Flotilla Moliitorjng Group 
MGGZ01~ (AP),u;s: Senator Brown ofMass.: Israel no liability to United States 

Senator Brown (R-'MA) sp9ke ata dinner tonight andthefull.AP·artideonhisrernarks is pasted below for consideration 
of inclusion ln tornorrow'nittep. 

(AP) U;S.5enator·Brown of Mass;: Dsrael :no liability to United States 

BOSTON (AP),. U,S, Senator Sco.tt Brown .of Massathusetts says Americans .should stand together in ''unwaver:ing 
conimitment'1 to Israel In the wake of a deadly commando raid on shipstaking aid to the Gaza Strip. 

The Republican Brown was the .keynote speaker Sunday night at the American Israel public Affairs Comml~tee leadership 
dinner ih Bos.ton. 

He says he was disappointed thatso many.condemned. Israel after the raid without considering Israel is at wafwith 
Gaza.He says Israel is one of the United States' greatest allies againstjihac! ands?vslsrael Is nota liabjlityto America .. 

lsrae.1 raided'an ·aid ~otilla: bouridforthe Gata Strip last.week. EightTurks and an:Americ:an were 'killed iri the.fighting. 

President Barack Obama has.calledthe raid "tragic" butstopped short of condemning the,actior:is oflsraell forct;!s. 

Copyright 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. Thfs.material may not·be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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REVIEW AUTHORITY:SRARON E AHMAD 
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From: Rathod, Rona R RELEASED IN FULL 
SundC;1v;. ~uneJ)6; .2010 10:19 AM Sent: 

To: 
Subject~ 

Gaza FlotiUa'f\llonitq)ing. Group 
Israel wm rejectint'I panel. to study raid -·ambassador 

Israel will rejeC:tint'l .panei to study.raid -ambassador 

WASHINGT()N (Reuters)• Israel's (lmbassador to the United States Michael Oren said SundaythatJerusalemwifl reject 
the idea ofan interhatlonal.commissionto study its commando raid on a Gaza-bound aid ship In which nine pro­
Palestinian activists were killed .. 

"We. a re rejecting ar:i international commission~ We a're discussing with the Obama administration a way in which our 
inquiry will take place," Oren said .On "Fox NewsSunday.'' 

lJ.N. Secre1:ary-G1meral Ban ~i-moon h<!s.proposed a multinational investig13t.ion ofthe raid, an Israeli official said 
earlier Sunday. 

IJNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT ·OF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHQRITY:SH:ARONE AHMAD 
DA;TEiCASE ID,: 03AP]l2012 201004163 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED 

' 



StateDept01406

CLAsSIFICATION: UNCLASStAED· '.UNCLASSIFIED Pagel of2 

RELEASED IN FULL 

From: Carle; UsaM 
To: Sinith; James B; Ziadeh, Susan L; Treiber, Laird D (NEAII~ASSIS'l) 

CC: 
fylathur, A.I!lit; L¢:ff~Adam); Gaza Flotiila Mollitdring Group; :Hin, Jeffrey M{Jeddah); 
Mad)'Un.;MW1frl\i1 {Jeddah) · · 

Supjeet: FW: itanian FM Arrives in Saudi Arabia for OlC l]rgentMeetirlg 

Sent: 6/6/2010 7;04:li AM 
Colleggue~, 

FYI, s~ebelow'. . Jecldah is working· on gettingareac!o.tit c:iftheme.etihg'{arid anindicatii:mWhether 
Mottaki .has any bilateral: meetings with Sa~di~) with the .fr1tention of getting a report out by OOB 
Washington time tomorrow. 

LMC 

£ii<f9J. Ca.rfe 
CoµnsefiJr:foi<Pofmca!Jljfairs 

'Em6assydjtfie · Vnit.¢ St.ates ojfttwica 
lP. b, <Bo,t 94$0!} 
cR.iyfll.6}1693 
'l(fngiom ojsaull:Ylr:t:t6ia 

'Te(iplione: +996-HBB~J,BOO ~ 442i 
9r!o6ife: +966:-55~3'55-,2145 

Tl1ls email is UNCLASSIFIED • 

• From:·ostINFO@rccb.osis:gav·rmailto:bsdNFO@rccb.osis.gov] 
.Sent: Sund~y, JL1ne06120io·.1i:OD'AM .. ·. . . ·· 
Subject: .bsc: .Iranian FM At"fives ih SaudiArabia for ore .Urgent Meeting 

Note: The<followingOSC material'i.s'being emailed to you based ona 
suhscriptiQn. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

This. product may contain ci:Jpyriglil~ mater!~; a~ticir!z~ µsil ls:fti(Ji~Uor1al.secu~ily pyfl>oses.ilf ~i!.UnUecl Stales Governm.ent only, Any 
reproduction,. dissemination, or use.ls subjeet lolhe·OSC usage':i:>out:y and'th·e origir:ial c;Qpyright. · 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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RE"flJ!:W A:UTiiQRiri: s1IARol'T E :JUIMAD 
DATE/CASEID: OJ'APR 2or2 201004163 UNCLAS$IFIED. 
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UNCLASSIFIBD 

Iranian FM ArrWes in Saudi ArabiaforC>IC 
Urg~n~,l\lleeting 

IAP2010060695Qb17 Tehran /RNA in I;nglish 0720 GMT 06 Jun. to 

Source Name 
, l~N~ 
sour~Medium(s) 

· 'News A~ericles 

source City 
TE?h@n 

· so.urce Country 

Jedd(!h~·June6, IRNA-'Foreign Minister of.Iran fylanouchehrMottc:ik.i rtiln . 
arrived here. on ;Sunday to attend .the er:nergep,cy Exec;utive qonm:iittee :~~urce start. l).ate 
meeting ofl11e itlinistera· of th~•Organiza.tion·qftbe Islam le Conference 5/5/ioio.-·ono GMT 
(OIC) on Zionists' crfmr;is in Gaza. ·Source End Date 

6/6/2oio 

·Heading ~:higo•rfjn.king de leg at.ion, Mottaki is in SaudiArabia to . $~~~ 1.anguage(s} 
elab,oi:Bte on the Islamic Republic of Iran's stands on the attack ofthe 
lsraeli'forces on the aid flotilla· to the Gaza Strip. 

:Mottak(hC:ls:alrer:lPY 11.elct taUfawittnf•numperof)IJotld 'leaders,, 
iQctuding 01c Secreta&~Gener.:il · Ekmeleddin lhsanoglu; .. on the late?t 
develqpments In Gaza, the Moride;yraid on the aid convoy lo ·Gaza in 
.Particular.· 

MoUcokiin 1hiJ?talks'.has.called on.:ttie Islamic leadr;irsto adoptasimllar 
stance against'the zionrstregime. · 

The OIC has 57.members. 

AccordingJo· me.Qia reports,, ec:irlYMQnci~Y morning ,ihintematiorial 
waters,. lsi:aellforces inter~ept~d ~nd took control ofthe sl>H:ihip aid· 
conyoy, whjch~as ~rcyin~ 10;,ooo:tomrbfaid and hundreds of ' 
ac;tiyislt'!fn:Jm several countries. Atleast10 P~.ople·were killed in:the 
seiious:violence oh one .. or more ofthevessels .. 

The .six•ship flotilla had 682 pa5senge~ ftom 42 countries. 

Acros~ttie we>tldr'tens ofthousahds otpeopte .Protested •on the streets 
an(! several countries summoned Israel's ambassadors. 

The,intematlonal community has called for an h:npar,tial inquiry irifo the· 
lsr:aeli assauit. · 

[De.scription of Source: Tehran. IRNA in Engli;;h- Offi.9lal,'state.~run 
onlii:ie news agency;·. hei3d.ecj. as of.Jcin.uary201 ()by 'Ali Akbar 
Jav.:intekr, foriner media adviser to.Pi:esidentAhmadinezhi:id. 
URL:http://INww.irna.ir1 

· Product·:lo 
, IAf'io10<foo5~soo11 

Version 
l 

«::ontent Type 
Translat!o111Transcript1on 
S:Sroces,Ging Indiea:to·r osc Trarisbibea 'T~it 

F'recedence 
Plior:il;Y. 
TopiC:coui:itry(s} 
Iran; Saudi Arabia 

Tppic R~ic:m(sJ, 
Mlddle(E~st 

Topic Subreglon(s} 
Middle EaSt 

Eyei:if(s) 
1ntemationa1 •organlial:ion(s) 
DIC 
Jp'prc:(s) 
lt{TER.N.fffIONAL POUUCAL, 
LEADER 

P~gram Title(s) 
Program Type(s} 

Speaker(s) 

Page 2 of2 

Thi.s'product.niaycontain copyrlghfod·materiai; autJ:iorized·usl! iSJo.rrialiiinal sifc~rify ~urpo:;es i)f lhe !Jnltep State.s (3ovammentonly. Any 
. reJirodiJciion; diSsemlnation, ot use Is sub] Eid' to Uie'os·c·usage policy :and' tlie. original CiiPYright... . . 

Aceess OpenSource.gov from anyv./here, .anjtime. All .,,Oq n~edis;thclritemelGoitolittr:Fs:tlwwwobens0urce.cjov, .or contact.ourosc 
· · Gustomer.Genie(:aro~!Cjnrd@rccb:osis:cioil. 
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OOl•man, Obarmaine !DR!..) REI FAS1¥P~~;r 
Usama Naje13b ---- ·-···------B 6-·--·-·· '.--------~-- --~;~::::: .......... . Frorrt: 

S~nt: 
To: 

Sunday,,JuneQ61 20101:1~.AM . . ..•. _ · .. · .. __ ,,,...- . __ 86 
'Usa.ma NaJeeb'i 'Nesre¢n tfamimi'; N~je13b, Usama .M; 'l,eslig"Ad~in§'.; Allep, Kath_13rine E; 
Sco~ey, Marn.ar(;lt; Br9qks,; Lynne A; Carper, David W{NEA/~kA);:Gregonis,,M~gh~mE;.ll'Win, 
Ma~bel/{ J; Lawson <Christine M· l'Jlo~, AllisonM; :Able; J<;lsen A; Pina; Aaron [);V\fa.ters; 

J.o.hi'r R .. -. ; rj,chardrile. _Y.f . ., .· . . . };:Ri.-·ie. y. -.. ;. :R ... ie .. ti-~_r.d~r:fi_,·!.;B-,:_ .t._'.D_ ·wa .. ' ~.;·_en.----~~·.s·to:p·~ .. n. -.i;ir;~_.-.".Kti ... :·o.µ.·r;. '.~ayt .. o.··. n ... ·.:i:;.•. ~:::::::::: 86 Stru~e. Reqecca L;.'Npahl'~Sieg13l'; Shall'.lpaine; ~je6i'3.D; 'JIJ.lia M''Santucci'.;Abdeldayem, 86 
JV1.aY:Nl; Aly, Naspv.iaH:,AwadaUah,,, !Salim s; ~j;?rris,,,'David B; Cutro11a, .. Af111ee; Gressel, Sika 
p;: HafniitJi,Nesreen. H; :Heidlb~rg, Breck Q.;-'.t;oG_eiio, Gregory D; Morse; MPril98 L; ()~[)owd, 
Stephen; Speaks, J.ohn T;Watkins, Tqd1.f J; Wf1ite; Edwi:!rq A; Cline, ¥eli~~a R; Blome, 
[)onald A; .Ha!Jlrqus!i, Hany A; Tuco.er; India R;. !3r~enan,. Robert J;<Aguin:eSL@state;gov; 
Fa~,be<lfln, Jos,eph !}; ~Usama J¥1-'!t\Jajeeb';I . I Perry, Laura M; 
Lene rt Adam J;. Shea, Pet~r:T; Edward, Marie N.1 I . . . . . .. . . Jl~kandClr• Nabil G; 

· . .. . / Selima Sameh A; Addis, Casey L; Duchak, JohQ'· T; Soliman, 
· Reham M· Rezkalla "' 
C . . ' ·- . . ~p~e::.l;:;H'=af.:e=-z,'H'-e=-==n-=-a"A7; "'w:rr.n;;tna=m=-· s?-;-;;E:-::;ric:-c;;;:;c~;;:::;:D'=>el;::-a=-ne::".'y::-., ;;;T:-:-om=. "(C""'ac:-;i6::.r.o-../D""'· .""'R;.-::;-...-e-::-rgc+10'--_-r-. _J 

_Aguirre@mm,eop~gov; Rosenstock, Matthews; Ofqt:iike, Nnenna N;,Sindle; James IV!: Kosa; 
Lauren .~;Maxwell; Raymorid D; Patel; Gayatri A; .'Je.ffrey •G. Giaqque~; Grimm, Brjan M; 

Subjr;?ct: 

, Liebl;l.f111ari, Jessjca, P :(EJRL); Pelton, Erin; Ismail, AmirahJ;: Daws9ri1 Catherine N; Djerassi, 
~lex~nderM; Flerning,)of1n T;Rcitney, ~ic:nael )!\;{3afiy, Sarne~; ~~y,les; Ambrose G; 
:Sti;iples,David.A.(NEA/P.PD); Stukes,.~oberta L CN.EA/'FQ):Sullivan •. Jo.hn L;Vasquez, Edgar 
J; qpijfelBD@s\a~¢.'.gpv; Ford, R.obert S; Heinz.er\ Qliffo(d [); t'Jemr,. Christina R; c;ot~ky, 
W13.rren A (DRL);Dciyle;. Robert F; Kelly, Mark T; Nicolaiqis, Cbnstantinos C; Shaur:ifield1 Jill R; 
Whitmire, Morg~u1(3 
Gafro ExtemaLNews Summary 06..Q6-201 O 

Good lVJ9ming. 

Cairo EXterilcilAffa'irsNews 06~06,.2010 

SU.Ii1111acy: 

G t: gy}lf~eepsa:fi j\nietican Ship ih SUez because it CUtlnternet Ca bleS Canal, 
e Us D'@S: Mitcheilcompleted a··constructive. negotfa.tions session. 
ca IsraeWtroops:seized frish ship 'botmdt() Gaza. 
o EMAbouLCih.eitsends l~ttersto Ellforeign ministers.onFlotilla .. 
e Hamdy:.Kha'.lifa files case at ICC agaihst Israelis invoWedin flotilla attack 
o 0.1 ChdldS' etnergerityt1J inistetialtoday on flotilla attack 
e 3;700, cr.osse'd.through Rafah Crossfog during fitst 4 days bf ppetation. 
o Courfapproves Citizenship rule W}Jen married to ·Israeli Women. 
& GOSS: Egypt has to recognize .Other countries' rights in water. 

1'Jews: 

US Shi pin Su~z: Patt ~aid.prosecution ordered the. keeping ofthe American Ship· Liberty Agile 
,because it cut the iQte('11et cables in Suez Cartal when it went off its 'Sailingtrackin Su~zCanaL The 
ship was:,earzying flour to Djibouti and was crossing through Suez w:henAts sailjng system broke 
(RAY). . . 

Pale~ti1.1i~nt.IsraeU l\Jegotiatjqtls: US Department of State saidtlTelJSEnvoytothe Middle East 
:tJNtt~~~~Jil£m4ifect negotiations between the:Pa:lestinians and far.ieffs. Abbas said 

:~6~m~~~·~irr:?~~~WJ UNCLASSIF·IED 
NO CLASSIFICATION MARKED . ' 
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Palestinian Authority faces many difficulties· in the negotiations. Crowley said discussions were 
consttuttjyeand bQ'th the sides reiterated their commitment to reach the joint goal ofachieving 
cmmprehensive peace in the region; Separately, Spanish FM said he will present a plan from the EU 
to the EU Foreigri Affairs Meeting to be sent to the IQ to Uft the siege imposed on Gaza by sending 
an EU monitoriI1g delegation for crossings between Israel and Egypt and spread European :naval 
forces ottGaza shores (Al Abram). 

Gaza Flotilla: Israeli troops seized the Irish owned ship bound to Gc:i.za, boarding the Rachel 35 
miles ()Ut in tfie l\1~diterranean. Israeli troops boarded the ship without any violent confrontation 
andth~y escorted lttowards Ashdod's port (Al Ahram. Al Gomhuria}. Ff\1 Aboul Gheit.sent letters 
to his European counterparts and permanent UNSC members and the UN Secretacy General 
expressihg E.Wpfsdistnay from countrie.s that voted against the Human Rights Council resolution 
conciellJ,nifigthe lsraell crhne of attackingthe aid.flotilla (Al Gomhtiria. RAY). Head of the Egyptian 
BarAssotiatibn and president of the Arab Lawyers' Union Hamdy Khalifah announced a case Will 
·b.e filed at th,e lCC against Israelis involved in the attack on the Gaza Flotilla (Al Gomhuria). 
Ambassa~or Mohamed Sobeih demanded going to the ICC to sue Israel for its crimes. He added · 
yesterday that Turkey is going in this direction (Al Gomhuria). The OIC wm hold an emergency 
mi:?eti.ngtodayinJeddahto discuss the developments of the attack on the flotilla. Turkish FMOglu 
announcedyesterday·hewill attend the OIC meeting (A!Gomhuria:). 

lRafah CrQssi11g: 3,700 P~:Iestinians crossed through Rafah in the.first 4 days of operation. tnost of 
them. cafryhm residertdes in . other countries and Palestinians with humanitarian reasons. 
EgyptianempJOyee~atllie crossing work 14 hours per day (AlAhram.AI Gomhuria and·MY) . 

. • 

Tunnels: A small landslide in front of the police station in Al Qambaz police station in Rafah 
fevea:l¢d a tunnel used for smuggling between Egypt and Gaza. The hole creat.ed in the streetwas 
4 m~ter.!) deep, 6 met~rs Jing, and 3 meters wide. Tbe area is currently being scanne.d for other 
tunnels. Secunty .officials. said 3 tunnels were found in Salah Ed din and Barahma area close to the 
international bard.er (MY); 

Egyptian Citizenship: The High Administrative Co.urt supported the f'irst degree rule to 
withP,raw $~ Egyp~fan c;itizenship off men who get martied to Israeli w<'.lmen. The court said each 
c.a$e has to be ptop0sed,bythe Egyptian ministry oflnterior independently to the c.~binet Arabs of 
1948 married. to Palestinian women will be excluded frnrn this rule because they are under 
.occupation. and their case is different from those married to Israeli Jewish women (Al .Abram. Al 
Gomhuria). 

Nile Water:- Vice president of the GOSS in Egypt said in a l.ecture that Egypt has to recognize 
others~rights in Nile· water. He added that this recognition wiU dissolve any problems between 
Nile Bashi countries and 'lead these countries to. recognize Egypt's water rights. ·He added that 
Egypt a.hs to transform from defense and protest to cooperation with Nile basin countries (Al 
GoIDhuria]'. Ug~hdan minister ·Of energy says the Nile water issµe ls not technical but rather 
political. lfo add~d that his country recognizes water agreements signed earlier (MY). 

Egy:pt-'Lebanon: The Egyptian Lebanese.high committee meetingin Beirut on the 17th and 18th 
of}Urie lead· by the prime ministers of both countries will discuss marketing products between the 
two countries, expapdingfinancial cooperation; Lebanese needs ofEgypti.an naturalgas, electricity 
network and overco111ing problems facing Egyptian workers in Lebarron. A preparatory meeting 
Will pe held on the 15th and 16th of June lead by Faiza Aboul Naga and her Lebanese counterpart 
(Al Gomhuria). 

UNCEASSIFIED 
NO CLASSIFICATION MARKED 
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Lj}>ya: Libyan a,µthQriries gran~ed fore~g11 Worke~s fn Libya,,. in~l µding Egypti~n!?, ~ 6Q~ciay grace 
period ;to fixtheirstatus~by gettin~ a:ppto:ve:d Worki·ng contracts and have a residency. U n:disdosed 
Libyan official s9urces said after this gI'a<:e :period labor Violating qmrttcy rules will be stopped 
anc] deported (Al Ahram). 

Dolla ·ralks: A new p.eci.ce negqtiapOJ?.$ ses_s_iq11 between.D(lrfurian groups anci Jhe Sudanese 
government will be .held irt 'Doha today. }EM .continues to refuse to return to negotiations. 
Separately, gp\Terrunent qf soµth Sudar con,sid'ered a,ny . .fequ:estto, delay the. ref¢re11'cii.1m a ·call for 
war (Al AhtamJ. 

UAE Amnesty: Sheikh Khalifah Bin.:'Zayed issued an amnesty· for 33 Egyptian. pnsoners in the 
country. E~tian embassyin th~ UAE wiJl .quiddy complete their travel ·ptocedures for thern to 
ret~rn to.1.Egypt (Al Ahra:m. Al Gomhuria)~ This constitlltes about half.the »number ofEgyj>tians in 
UAE prisons (BAY)~ 

Arab League: Beheira Govemo.rate signed a cpoperati9n.pr:qtocol; with the Arab Economic Unity 
Coµnc;il:c;it th:e Ar!:ib J...ea,gue: 'The ::IJ:rotocolincXuc:les:yoµth training in ~o.IIte ·specialized economic 
fieldsinduding>international tra:cie q~eemetitsj money markets,. stock exchanges, etc. Dr .. Goweili 
said fue p):oto:col. ppens new ijprizop,s ·for geveloprrient in Bebeira; lJeAeit<l . Govetno.r Mohamed 
Shaaraw1 said protoc::oi includes .. holding··sdenti.fic,conferences and joint discussion sessions of 
issu~~ ofjoint concern(Al Ahram)~ 

Thank You 

UsamaNajeeb 
Po1itipalSpecialist on.:External an.d Military Affairs 
o~s. Embassy Caito 

____ Information from ESE.T NOD32 :AntiviniS; version of virus signature database 5175 (20100605) 

The·message wru; checked by· ESET NOD32 AJitivin1s. 

http://'W:w:w~eset.com 
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Coleman, ·Ch'af:m.ai.r:ae (PRL) 

From: 
Simt: 
TO: 
subje-ct: 
Attachments: 

Lewis, Robert B · · · · 
S~tµrQ~y,Juneps,201010:32.PM RELEASED IN•FDLL 
G~a Flotill<c! Monitoring G'roup. 
MV Rachel Corrie .. · · 
MY C()rne port.of Ash~oq;jpg; MV:Corrie'Port ofAshdod 3,jpg;. MV Cortie Boarding1 .jpg; MV 
CorrieJ3oarding 2.jpg 

FYI: Possible. chann,el:l.:6 radjo.broadcastbetween IDF.and MV RachelCorrie 

http:I/www.nowpubiic.com/worl'dtgaza-flotilla-mv-,,racliel-corrie-live-'feed-updates-and-tesollces 

http:l/www.ynetnews ... com/artic1es/0,7340,L-389938G100 .. html 

http://www.coastalsailing.net/Cruisinjt/Seamanship/Radio/Radi6Basics.html 

UNIT'.ED STATES, DEPA.JlT~NTOF, STATE 
REVIEW AUTH0~1Y: SID\Ro~ E~AD 
DATE/CASE ID: 03'·APR 2012 201004163 · .. 
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Gaza: flotilla: MV Rachel Corrie Live Jleed,l)pqate~~~][F~lic News Co~.. Page 1 ·of5 · · · ltloo/:~ 

}{ELEA.SED··INFTJI.IL 

by JoshArizona I June 4,.io 1Qat 08:2S pril 

FiJlfYAsSembledcEnglne 
Quality, Edelbrock• Crate Engincs~ProvcnP~rfoll)lonce, 1-Jo Gucsswo.rlc 
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Videos 

R~cilo Exchange Between Israeli Navy 
an~. 7ih:FlcitUla Ship·ltegardlrig Transfer 
cifAld"lO Gaza· . 

Photos 
~~~~~~~~~ 

0:MVRocl1etCorrio 

still. 

Update: MV Rachel Corrie Bo!lrded ~y lDF; Diverted To Ashdod, No One.Hurt 

'fo•itiei'Fcr.-d Here! 

Live Sirqam Here! 

Aliazeera English L.ivcNcws Coverage 

PrcssTV,Livc NewsCovcrage 

Asop:20 AM'.Gaza.Time:MV Rachel Col'!'ii:is25 o:Hle5 froin G:azanwaters, shadowe~· 
bytWq Is~eli wiirs.hip~, btithas notbeerrbciarded.)am111ingofradioshas bCe11 rep'<:>rted. 

Expected l()arrjvein.Oaza ar.ound 10:QOAM.9aza Time 

7 :25 AM:. MV Rachel Corrie 20 miles of shore, visible from Gaza shore. 

7:27 AM:· ltlotikslike shemighfinake it! 

7:33 A!yl: 19 minutes agp ·the Eree'Gi!Za Movement saidtbey ·\Vere not able to contact the 

ship,.urikno~ if ~ntm1.1rtic~tions has been reestabli~hecL Earlierjammfog of radios was 
reported. 

7:3.7 AM: ~epo115 of!vlV Ra.ch el Corrie being ~oardcd an.d dive.rt~ to j\~hdod! Not 

sure ifthis is c0nfirmcd. There were. earlierfalse.rcp0rts ofaboardirig, thiscouldjt.ist be a 
late breaking dud. 

7:43 AM: No confirmation !hat Corrie has been boarded, she may 'llcry well bC under way 

7:47 AM:.1 am1beingt9Jdt!ia~ she'has not oe,en 'boarded, but I ,haven't r~ci~cd any update; in quill! a few minutcs;Sl;mding py,ready 

to posirriore fofci al; soon as.possible. 

7:51 AM: "We' have been trying every two minutes to contact passengers. No ans'Wer. #f lotilln" fajm the Free Gaza ]\/1oyement 

Twitter fee<J; they still are no able .to m:ike contact,.Jamm1ng of communications may still l?e. active. 

7::S6 AM: !OF Twitter claimingiCorrie'hasncitbeen'boarded.Not sure:iflliis is actually dffii:ial IDF twilte(p~ge,,siill working to 

pringyoµ IJP t() datcdrtfo. 
lJNITED.STA'FES DEPA:R'Fl\ilEN!f :()F STA:TE 
REviEw.Atriilqr{lty:;sH:kR:oN-.£ .. ~ 
DATE/CASE'm::o3 Al>:R2012 2010(14'1.6'3. . . • .... · < · .· 

http:/fwwwmoWp~blkcom/worid/gaza'.'flotilla-mv .. W~&JJi'Ji.Qdat~s-and.:.r~s... 1217/2011 
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s:o2 AM: "Haare.tzs~ys. Rachel Corrie ship<closirig iii on Caza sl:)ore; Posted ·this inforinaticin to'thci!' page 20 mi mites ago.#Flotilla" 

f~ee Gai.aMciV.emen.t'.s Twitter is reportingthlll. Haaretz confinns Rachel Corrie is stili underway andpc:ided fro Gaza. 

8: l 0. AM:. Stiii waiting for more info about MV Raclicl Corde's stat~; she is currently underway towards Gaza and jamming of 
coiriniuriications is c<>ntinuing. 

8:13 AM: CNN's ~cil Wedeman .reports, Corrie can be seen with smaller vessels around her through binoculars .. Smaller vessels arc 
probably lDF patrol boats mentiom:d earlier. · 

8:1 BAM: IDF naval activity in port reported to be mcirc iritensclhliil usual. 

s:22AM:jvplivc@twitterisreporting, "Phciile·ringing, no,answer ... But#~achcl CcirricJs specding.towards.Gaza.#flotilla".MV 

Racltel'Corrie .. is still underway! 

8:25 AM:Ma~im News Agency confirms, that:MV Rachel Corne is being shndciwed bY Israeli naval vessels !lnd the ships radar and 

eommuriicationHre bt:ing jammed. 

s;3(} AM: Free Gaza rcpor:is via•twitter,."AI :Iaze,era reports that the Navy is in5isiing the:fgoto Ashdod. Passengers say 'nci'. Navy 

saystheyw.ill dragboat toAshdod. Not possible" 

8:38 AM: Not nnich info coming in rigllt n()W, bµflwill postfresh infon:nation as soon.as possible. 

8:45 A!vl:IDFSpqkespcr~on@twitter (supposetftobc IDF~sofficial 't\viltcr) rcports,"UJ)date: Rachi:! Corric'riow -40·nii!es Tram 

shore, IDF made initiiilreqtieSt for lD; ship ncit bOarded;.~ M V Rac.hel Corrie still underway. 

8:48AM: Free Gaza Twitter reports,. "F,rom .the BBC: IQF issued initiafrequest lo shiplo identify. No wamir\gto the ship. Not 

boarding ship yet; No contact for hour arid a half." Further confinnation the ship is•still en .route to'Oaza and haS not been boarded. 

8:55AM:·Inforrniiti0n is scarce; but I will continue updiit.ing as.often as possible. MVRaehelCorri(;l's status appears to be the same 

as las.t ~cpqrted, ~Ull underway, shadowed by naval vessels, nid.ar and ciimmunicaticins still being' jammed. 

9:00Al'J: IDF·t\Vitt~r says, "lDF Navy began transmission.to crew of Rachel Corrie telling them to.dock@Ashdod; a'd will be 

ltansfcfri:d via land xi rigs to Gaza" 

9:05 AM: Mo~an Ne\\'S Agency says, "Armx source: Ai.d ship.will not reach Gaza http:/fping~fm/rilj9S". 

9:14AM: BRi<;AKING! Free Gaza's Twitter reports; !!According to thc10F1 the b.oat ~·a~ ~topped in iri.1er11otional W!}ters six 

ni.lnutes ago.and that it i.S legal. #Flotilla''. 1lt appears she is possillly being ~topped ,after she rejected a seeond call to diVcrt to, 

Ashdod; 

9:24 AM: Ma'nn News Agency reports, "B.REAKlNG Israel orders MVR,achel Corrie to change course http://ping.fm/Mph·g~ No 
further. confirmation yetthat Corrie has hccn stopped; 

9:27 AM: •Free Gaza Movement says, "Engine e'xpert. "They may be apprehensive to use helicopters this t.ime. Jfyou want to drag 
the Rachel;'y()U must first break his engine;" 3 minutes 3:£0 via web" MV Rachel Corrie is d1Je in port within nn hour, not sure how 

far· from the. coast she is. 

9:32. AM: F rec Gaza reports, "Sky News now;.8,C rcfu!\ep a sccqnd call tQ go to Ashdod. Not su~c of the source. for·thls~ #Flotilla'' 

Once again ,there has not been any furtherrricntioris ofthe ship beingsfupped. 

9:40 AM: Breaking· News@tv>•ittcr says, "Update: Israelis tell ::iid;>hip it 'Won't reach·Gaza, askittochange course 

http:lfbit.Jy/dnMyYp" 

9:47 AM: Moncloweis@Tv.iitter, "RT@JamalDajarii: According to Al Jazeera #lsrael navy trying to force theRachelCcirrie shiplo 

http://www.nowpublkcom/world/g~"flP~~~feed~updates-and-res... 12;/7/201'1 
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Ashdod" 

9:53AM: Nqt much information coming in attl\is tii:ne. BuU wiU .continue to post it as.itcom~. Ma'.an News Agency c~mfinns·that 

IDF has ord,erd MV .Raehd Corrie tO change lier course again. "BREAKING farael ordersMV Rachel Corrie to change c:Ourse 

http:l/ping;fhi/!Ylplvg"; 

MV Rachel Corrie was exp~ted in port around .Hi:Oo AM, .not sure i.f this estimate is stm·accurate. 

tOiOQ AM: No reports yet of arrival, and infonnation is not forthcoming, I'm postlngJrifo as soon as it comes in. 

10:04 AM: Live news repor.ts by AUazeera English arid PrcssTV. PressTV jS,reporting thaithe iDF is preparing to board the 
ship lnslde'Gaziln :territorial \VD.ters! 

LO: I L AM,: on Al Jnzeern English, Israeli official Mary Eisen says they will stop the Rachel ·come, and is being followed by. two IDF 

naval vessels. 

lO:l8'AM.: .Ben Wcdcni:m of CNN reports, '.'Evcry!hing gone quielin #Ga7.a: port.:everyoney/ailing for #ra!-!hclcor:ric/'The calm 

before the sform, eveiyone:is waiting 10 see whalgoing,to-happen.Oncc again Al Jaieera and,f>rcssTV have confirriied via live 

coverage that the IDF has two bp(l.ts tniiling MY Rachel .C::orrie, and appear to be s!llgingthemselves. 

10:25 AM:J\)~l;in from .Free Ga1.a1s.Twittcr1 "From Vik: 'The 6 gun\)c>ats disappeared on the horizon south-wi:stjustabout a half hour 

ago .. #Ffolilfa!' ltappears:thatthere may be as man)' as 6 IDF pittrol boats nea:tt~e J;fachel Co.rrie. 

10:33 AM; IQFSptik~person@!\vitter; ''Update;:: Rachel Cortie_ has rejected IDF Navy reque_st to dock at Ashdod Port for 3rd time" It 

appears.that· ihe iDF has not yet tned to. stop the boat, but there seems to be a dialogue between them and :the Rachel Corrie. 

··l0:44AM:!Ucioks like the situatiOri is at a stlii:!d.still. 

But, free Gnzii is reporiihg this al th.eir Twitter fc~, ~lsra~H 1aryriy: S~ip.h~ to directly handle aJI she carries to the Israeli army in 

Aslidod Port orwe wm use force.( from souree listeriihg), Israeli spcikespersdri eontinnsJhey chad three contacts.to contact the RC to 

take.it to Ashdod, the RC said.they·refuseto,go•toAshdod, Aboutcutling:thecommunicatipns, he said thatis.raelbas different 

methods-to reach their objectives.and. they will use them, Israeli spokesperson said they hope:not tO.·lie forced touseyicileni:c, but 

they wilLuse·~ii rneansJo.stop the RC. #Flotilla", 

The I DF is telling them to divert agam, and if.they dori't they will µse. any .. means they deerri necessary. 

IO:SQAM: Almost an hour iifter MY Rachel Corriewas;originally supposed to arrive in port, Ben Weaernan of CNN says, "Waiting 

in port for #RachclC::orrie. getting hot; drink,ing tea. No sign of ship:" 

10:55_ AM: IDFSppkespcrson@twitter says, "Update: The Rachel Corrie i.s now-28 miles from shore, have rejected 3 requests from 

JDF navyfo dock@ Ashdod Port" and Free Gaza reports, ''So Jar, peace activists have refused to go, to Ashdod. Israeli navy 

preparingtoyiolently stop them ff necessary. #Flotilla'' 

11':0'0 AM ;.1 i's now llA:M in G~ and I AM in Arizona. :surho matter how tired I .get, lwill:reinain ever .vigilant and continue to 

bring you up)o date infonnation. No .newinfo·comingiriright now, well-no real relevant irifo. But; as soon as J can.I will post new 

information. 

11,:08 AM: PressTV has just saidlhat th¢y can neither cmjfirrrt that anything: has liappenea, nor confirn; anything hasn't happened. 

How helpful ......... . 

I J·l:1s·AM:AI 'Jazeera English just iriteniiewed•someone from the.Mafaysian group Involved with:the MY Rachel CorriC:(nciLon 

I · ship);She con,firrnstliat tlu:.ir·rada:r and.communications are still l:Jeing l:Jlqck~d, andlhat Israel is c:ontinuingJotell tileqi tlieywill be 

1, stopped if.they do not comply. Last contact with the Rachd Corrie was over 3 hours ago. 

http://Wv{w.now.pupiic:com/world/gaza.".'flo~~~{iji'Q_fe~d-up,dates-and-res... 12/7/2011 
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111:25 PlM: Sitµation still nt a stand still,, no new infomintion, But; apparently The United States Has ui:ged the aid:ship .to change it5 

course,. the San Francisco Gate v.Tifos. 

11:35 11\M: Nothing has changed yet.TheRachclCorrie's crew is still standing their<gr:ound, and theJDF is stilLrattling thi:ir saber. 

CNN•s B.cn Wc:Qcman suys, ·"Isn't an offer .. by;.its nat1Jre optiC)nal? Israel iS;giving #Ruchc!Corric'an ultimatum. We are waiting in 

#Gn:za,·" 

i I :45 AM: Mr,Wcdcmil.n gives us more insighfinto the current sitililtion at !he port of.Ga~ "Reports·re#RachclCorrlc c9nflic'ting 

for-all. When I see her enter'#Gaza.port,thcn.l'lf .belfoveit.11 &elieveme sir,IJ1mjust as·bo~cd~yotL andlDFSp;Okcspcrson@bvitler 

s\!O\l.'S us; that the IDF's.recprd mus(be broken, "Update theRacheLCorrfo ha5 riC>w rejected 4th request by IDF Nayy to dock@ 

Ashdo~ Port;. transfer aid by iand~ Ship not boarded.~ 

l 1:55 AMi Sad news everybody, It appears that:MV ~achelCorrie has been seized by the IDF and is he1ng towed intci Ashd()d. 

11!an~fully al( on board are safe and sound, but regfelilbly they arc probably. gC>ing to be arrested like those on board MV Mavi 

Marmara and the other five ships. 

Free Gaza reports, ·1'The.Rachcl Corrie has been fori:ibly seized by the Israeli navy mid is being towed to As.hdod. All on board are 

reported safe, From Perdana" and "EyewitnessesJn Gaza say they can seethe.boat". 

11:06 PM: Free Gafa reports; "IDF 'denies they liavc' boarded; hut they are going to post lthcii' video tap~ soon. E.yewitnessi:s can see 

the.Jxiat from t,he shore'' Vi!lcp l:l~rc. 

I:i:i .8 PM: Maian News has a chronological list ofsomeofthe.eventshi.:rc. They also. say, "lsrae.li 'army says navy gearing for 

possiblcTcirceful takc0ver of ship" lier.c. 

12:30 PM: Tha~'s all tlj.e in[ormation I can getat this time, l will report later when there iS confirrtuition. 

12:45 PM:·Jcrusalcm Post confirms.;<thc.Ra¢h.cl Cortje has been h{Jarded. ,l[)FSpokcspcrsor:i@twitti:r confirms alsb, "The cr.ew cif the 

Rache!Corrie has pi:imittedTDFscildiersto board"; '~IDF soldiers ooarded the Rachel Corrie with penriission by sea, no helicopters 

used\ "The Rachel Corrie will be brought to lli,e Ashdqd Port y/hc:re g00!ls; w.il I .be inspected+ transferre.d to Gazii via !:ind i<iilgs" 

and an Israeli official has now admitted on Al Jazeera English that the Rachel Corrie:is under tile control ofthelDF. 

12:50 PM: Apparently an (!grecmentw;i:s i:-ea:ched, .the crew of thc·.R1,1clt1:L~oriic agreed ti> be·towed into Ashdod cin lhe conditions 

th'AJhe cargo would be inspected by UN officials inAshdcid arid wol.ild· be e$Corfod inhs entirety to Gaza,.withtwo. t>1V· Rachel 

Corrie e~ewman, Irish and UN ollkials. Hopefully .the IDF Willlh:c up to their e:nd:ofthe.bargl!in. source: Al Jazeera English 

Update:MV ~achcl ConieBonrdcd By JDF;Pi:.iei1cd TC>/\shdod,No One Hui:t 

1\vitter Feed Here! 

Live Strcain !-lerc! 

J\I Jnzccrn English Live Ne\vs Coverage 

Prcss'.rV Live News Cove;Jge 

Photos or: IDF Boar<lin.sMVRachcl · Ctlrtie. 

Photos .Of MV Rachel .Corrie's Arrival In Aslidod 

IDF SPQkesperson's .unitYoutube 

White House :Stiltement 

http:l/W\:'JW.nowptiblic,com/world/gaza•tlotiW~~~hfJ~reed-updates,..and-res;.. 121712011 
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lsmoll Anny tmru.ArmY-

•• A:dvcrtiscment 

--------. -- --------· - -·---

Comments (1) 

This commc1lttbre11d is 11ov;·c1osed 

@ tnl> nadei'pau! kucihich~vel mckill(l~Y (liotveriiicd) 
l J>'-1 ai0~:24onJune5lh,2010 

MY Rachel .come •~•Jrish-Anieficans:••[talian~Americans •we.urewiih you Rachel 

This story wils .created' ovei 3 moriths.ago,.the commentthread is now clpsed. 

in Israel, diizo,World, Oliiliria~ us Poiitics, Riich~I Corrfo; flotillo, UK Politics; CtiliadinnPoliiit:s 

Moi(Rt<tnt _Most Recoinmtoi!'id 
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UNCLASSIFIED ....... ~311). 
RELEASED IN FULL 

Official.: Detained fote'ig rt ,(ictivists ;c.ivi I ized,. po I ite 

.Irish Nobel peacelaur~ate eats dirmerw.ith l~.r.a~li.inspe~tors, wbo ia~cj 
civilized conduct otactivis;ts detained on b()ard Rachel ·Corrie ship · 
YaeLBtanov$ky . . . . .. · 
Latest Update: bs:os.1o,00:21 J Israel News 

. . • . . . . . . . . . .• JVJeet .. ·. > .·. · .• 
Th~ 19 foreign activists on l;joardtne seized Rachel Corrie ship were talq:m Saturday evening for an. 
iriterrogatibn at an ·lmmigration·Authorltyfacility in Holori, justs.outh of Tel.Aviv~ 

The actjvists·i.lnderwehtariinterrogatidn ih an ·effort to Clarify theii-dtizeiiship. All 19 ofthem 
have .~greecf~o be e~p$11_ed'fr'om 1.sraelSqnday. 

One .of t~Et actiyists; :f\Jq~IP~a~e .Prize L~(Jreafe Mair¢~qMag!Jir~, ::~t~:her;dinner al()l1Q!with 
lmmigrrationofficials. f9llpwing her.intfi3rrpgatioh she:was-siniling and recailed. merborie~ of.her 
previous i;a.il 'to· israe!, a:b~ut 1.0 :mpr!ths ,~go~ · · · · · 

... 
,.,.. 

A~tiV,ists el) r.~*e·t()ioterro'gat1011, (Phpto: Dudµ ',6.i()ulay) 

ln:i.migrcitiqnAt1thoritypfficla1s,said '.the· activlsts;;:ire '.'v~ry :quiet apd·.are: cooperating•" 

lrnmigrationofficlal YossL§delstein told Yn.eftllatthe activistsln .,the; latest ship wer.e rnu¢h 
friendlier and :cooperative .. than previoi.Js,.aciivists, However, he said:itWas ciearthey too arrived 

ffi.lI't]LDS.'J.''.i\TE$UEPAilTlVfENTOFi~TJ\tE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY::SHARONE'AHMAD 
DATE/CASEID: 03 APR 2012 201004163 UNCLAS8IFIEIJ 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

in ,9rderto create a provocation, and said nothihg:aboutth~ humanitarian aid they were bringing 
in duringtheirinterrogation." 

"Today it wcis much.easier. People were muchmoreJ)olite and did r:iot attempt any violent 
pr.avocations;" ne·said. "Some of them, JiketheFilipinos.who were partofthe crew,.dldn't really 
.understand why they're here.'' 

"Tiley came off the boat.and arriyec:I to'Us in a Ci'f.ili:z:~d 111anner, did·notriof; aiiqdid nofswear at 
our inspeCtors Or looked atthern with hatred in theiteyes,"the official.said, ''Compared to the 
pre\iio~s PeQple·theywere very cairn." · 

FolJCJ.Wing the il'iterrqg.~Uons, which· are expecte,dJo end:Sunday, the acliyists will be expelled 
back t(>.fheir c6·untries of origin. 

In tn.e previous ~aza~bound flotilla,· 1.6 of the rqughly 700.,activists on. b0ard the,. Marmara were 
npfidentified: Jhree1 activists Who tooKpart in the. previous sail,. an.Indonesian and two 
Uzbekistan ·nationals; are also· expected ·to. leave Israel tomorrow. 

The.Rachel Cortie ship entered the Ashdod.·Port Saturday .. afternootf.:accompanied.byNavy 
ships; Earlier Saturday, Navy com·mandoes raided·:the i;ornmancj~~redthe ship ih a peaceful 

. operation and without any injuries. :A senior IDF official said that ectivists :on the ship displayed 
no r.esistarice .and even offered a ladder to the soldiers. 

A:mnon Meranda contributed to the story 

http://'wlNvJ.ynethews.com/articles/0;7340;L-3899386,00'html 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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·C.oleman,·c1ian:naii'le'·.(DR~) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Sayles,.Af'nbrose G . . · .. ·.· ..... 
Saturqay~ Jl..lne O.~;. 201 o 4:29<PM 
Gaza:.FJo~illa Mcmitqrlng .GrolJP .· . . . . . 

RELEASED .. m-FULL 

S\ibj~ct: 
Attachments: 

RE: f'JEAF;ihal (3uidahte pniG~a fll)ti.lla - LJpdate 
0904 to,iisrael-Palestinians- UPDATE on Free·Gaza Flotllla.docx 

Importance:· High 

Please see the:attached UPDATED/REVISEDversior') oftlJe pressgutd<lm:e, given toda'ls rnostrecentevents' 

Thank.you, 
Ambrose 

Frorn: 5ayle5, Arnbrose:G 
Sent: Sr,iturday,Juneos, 20~012:2s:PM 
Jo: Gaza Flotilla M61Jitoring :Group 
subject: NEA F!nai Guidance. on, Gaza Flotilla.'° Update 

Attached is yesterday's "fi'ee Gaza"· FlotiI!a updated press guidance.as cleared through Deputy Ste.inberg. 

uNffEDSTATES D:EPA:RTl\iJENT OF S'J'ATE 
REVIEWAUTUORITY! SllARON EJ\:iIIVIAD 
DATE/CASE' JD': 03 Af.>R 1012 201004163 

1 ... ·. . .. · 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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C.oJe.man,. Charmc.\.ine :(DRL) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED~ 
From: 
Sent: 
To: . 
Subject: 

FYI... 

From.: Parker,. Andrew C 

Bart~ls~ Katharine V 
satUrciay;Joneo5, 20101:2}PM 
.G.aza Flotilla Monitqring ·Group 
FV\/: Rach.el Corri.e :Boarding 

~re~: S,aturday, June os, 2010 1:13. PM 
To: Levin; Jan;. Bartels; Katharine \/; Sievers, Marc j 
Cc: Burnett, .David R:; Greene,. Eiisa 
Subject:\Re: Rachel Gome Boarding 

B6 

The Irish consul.is with the 19fromthe ship ata;~Pllity inHolonnear.TLV. At 10 .Prh they will go toi Be.n Gurion detention 
facility. Thosewho acCf.)ptwillJ~e repatriated ASAP. Tliey h(ive72 hours to appeaJthelr qeportation. Those who take·the 
three days to 1hirik aboUtthafwm··mostlikeJyh~ repatriated·.atthe .. endof the 72. hours, le·use the time ·to make their point 
No Anicits, but'one Cuban. He also told meJhata participaritio the first wave of boat$; was Irish ·bvt . B6 
alsoAmc\t, former US.Marine, who had tried:atsome poihttorelinquish US cltz. · 

U:rom: Levi[!; )an 
To: Bartels, Katharine V;Sievers, Marc J 
(Cc:, Part<i=r; Andrew c; Burnett, David R 
~nt: SafJim 0519:35:0720iO 
Subjie<:t: Re: RacllelCorrie Boarding 

I doli'thaVe anyt~ihg new; Katherine, but Pl~ ~ee. myc()lleague Dave Burnett's msg r~ distto ofgqqds. CG Angy Parker 
may be able to answer your qi:iestion as to where the.activists are being held and how long they mfg lit expect to stay, in 
Israel. · · · 

Li=rom: Bartels, !(atl'.lcirin~ \f 
to: sievera., Marc J;.Levin, Jan 
Sent:.SatJun 05 i9::20:04 2QiO . 
Subject: RE: Rachel Cortie Boarding 

Hi Jan/Marc, 

I'm drafting tile SitRep forNEAthls afternoon anci wanted to check in to see ifthere were. any additional developments 
reg(!rding the Rachel Corrie since Marc's last email below. 

Spedfically: 
1. Do we have any further i!lfqrniatiOn'onthe dellveryofgoods? Or are things on. hold asirs a Saturday? 
2; Any other inform<1tion r~garclit\g.ttie ship's c.argo? · 
3. Where are the activists being held? Are they likelyto be released or will they remain in Israel for. sometime? 

Manythanks, 
Kit~artels 

N EA Duty 'Officer 

UNl1'EDSTATES })EPARTMENl' .OF.STA'I1E 
· REVIEW AuT1IoruTY: snAiloN EAHMAn 
DATEiCASEID;· 03;\]?R 2012 :Z0}004i63 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED· 
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•·. 
from:· Sievers~ MarC:J 
sent: sarurday, June 05, 201010:35 AM 
To: Levin., Jan; Ga.za Fi.otilla Monitoring. Group 
Subject: Re: Rachel Corrie Boarding· · 

lJNCLASSJFiED 

lh addition, Israel Rad.lo at 5 pm loc·a1.r~ported 500 ·tons of cetnenton boarct MOD ciffiCials reportedly were looking ihto 
whether it could be delivered to LIN so that HamaswouJd Mt be a.ble ·to use :ft 

From: L~vin, Jan 
To:·GazaFlotilla MonitorinQ Group 
.sent: satJl)n0517:12:io2010 
S~bjed::. FwHiachel Corrie Boarding 

Fyi 

!From: Burgess, Richar'dJ 
To: cunninghartj,.James·B 
cc:. Sievers, Marc J; tevih, Jan; Grubb, Jason· B; Schlereth, Frank G; Palm~ Robert H 
Sent: SatJun OS 16:55:J3 2010 · 
subject: Rachel Corrie:Boarding 

Sir; 

Rae.he I Corrie boarding as repor:ted by ¥NET: 

Takeover ended In s minutes 

ROl1 Bi>~·Yl•hiiJ.reports from iho:,tioldi Ava day4 QftOr bloody raid o~ Mimnnra;·.Navy otoges p•111c<>fulto~o0vor ;it ·ooli; IVITiol• con)bot ooldfan;.mko part In qlJk:k . .,,fd oifRilcliol'Cotrio, 
1 • fl;ht<lru b<»id ehlp.uS!ng rop<1 f&ddon.. · 

R1>i1Bon-;f1Sf\nl 

~ "'"~110. ,Us, Israel'· News 

,. 

JusHive minutes- thi~ is the estimcited 'time ittookJs~ael's Navyto comrnahdeer tile Rachel Corrie Ship en route to the 
Gaza Strip., · · · · 

'Th• noo gi>tiindaliii;,ywilh lhO vW.lictigt>'y Z3 Ji>lo• tM..t.ol.l(ia. GaZn iliciia. iighlon lhO. b<liii;driiy.O! lfu'ri.ivol ioiacli~ imi:io<Od ""Uie •lrip .. NliVY Cihlel U.J0r.Gei>oral EllOZ111 l.fucm nii:olYed lho chiof of •tall'• 
O!>oniYDI botoro j>ttiaediffg, Tho IOp m\r~ ctl\ci:Jls woio a loo Iii loUCh .,;in riel•n.D f.lliiislorBilld Eloiolt dUnn~ ins bperal!Cii;. . . . .. . . 

Thooveoiji OfX!rutlonWo• hcadod.bytho commond ... ol lsroef• ~. ~ nOet. wtolo tho DCWnf r.ild on' thuhiP,"""" led by tho IXlmman<leror tho FICtill• 13'1X1111"""1d~ unlliC0""1ol A; 

'Tho dotis'on totlll:D ov.r oho ve!<Oel wos t:iluio ""'~"' 12 pm, Wl!on'll boaimo cle"'""'"' lho ship hod no lnlo"tion of torpplf.ng .wtlh thoNovf~ moSSIJll'!• "'1d bJm'ID.Uio~.JXXl.faron. lnW•Ctron: 

1ho Y<oasors C.plil"1 .,,;s lnfoll!l,od th.at Na<Yaoidlots wiD botttd ITio sl'ifl lo limiwilh.l"!oiiiatlc<Uil.µ>u nnd:~lllOul ~.foii;8i•ild lf\nl t!iO IDF~~ .P."'°"r"l on lhe•hlP tO be!'"•• Sirnfi11r1y. 

4fomaloflg!J!ciil 
/Mc#IDln rT.idii jtd0a(to U,i> '°l'COS ho Nod ri0 ln!OnU.on 1o otto(v!ol!"'lre<istJ!nco, H• goll!Oiod. ~ , l)l!•ionOe!< arid ~einlliJii> on llio Ship"• docl<;Wtiiiru tlioy Piia<oMtyiiialuiCHOiitio NDYis ~oats;'lliO N~ 
d~palchod lhmo. mJullo bOoi. to.ilia oioo;0>.~.1:01·.....,;1:i1 palRll v'os>olo:v.f1Jcllli:NO.boon.occ:O!npanyll)g tha.f!iicf:ii>I COnio:.l!leo Fri<IO)'.Additio'nol.mi>Silo tioolswe"' doployed:ln ""'° !hii opoia!lori turned ~olorL 

$horllj bel~iO 1i30.1'.o ~· bOlllA roaCllad. iii~ Ra Choi ~· car.Ying "b\J~t 20 tcm!J•t 10~1 i(ulll(jil>g h>tlr r~rruile ~- bOlong<>g lo tho ilovt~ speciiil=nty ~~ n ch:.vo of socuilt1g pen. z.nd YM!els. ThG 
fl)lMIOs.wooi,bnl!lli~t ln·1001hat. lllaYp<i~IY lu!.R,il~.111• I~°'~~ l>oard, ~~ing Ncbef PniO Lcu(oaloM~iiu,<14 )olaa~iro·· · · 
The .Na'J>: <qm~(v@•cn b!"'fd" poiirtiy,mliif!o bboi iiJ.ono. willi Flooija 13.'<i coll)iMilderdu~i>tJ iilo.operatloit.;Tiio r.gi,b.,. tiolinloil li>e sllp uO\ng t0Po !•¥oio v.ittiOufrodng MY (o.JS!o'nco, o~od ti-.O~do"'"nda 
to the t;.D.ptain.:nna onslSOd thoy, ..wra bet~ .. moL 1 

Th• "l""l'tlon to?k '!!»"'fJYO mlr>,11os; wlh ac~lo15 on bti•<tt:lho <hip yoUl~;,o1.o0on•. •.t. Nil'/ji.biiops b.ut retralnifi!i.'1om •OY. vi01<if\ai.:n.. lnd.darill>ot1!gll.lod tlio.dil!'eivnc:u ~IW..,n p:iwm~ Of' IWtt!ih0 lta~. 
y,hO plonno:(l.o vident:!it1<'.1oil>•J<!lllh ln'cwtlo~ to smoor !orot>l;orid .!lod)el.c;,,m•.•<:tiJMls.J)10 Nuvy, .. ld lho loliof.•<:llvl,sls.wore part.ol n ~~· .. ir •. bUI mododo.wilh C0t1•oyillg lhiilr polllloal rMA"'unithoroby 
ovurtiog nny.~lnd o!)1lolontCWh.' 

Rich.ardJ. "Mbses!' Burgess, Col,.USAF 
US.Senior Defense:offiCial;.Gefense'and.AftAttache:tolsrael 
us pefense Attaghe Offic;e · 
71 H?yarkon''Sireet, "f ei:Ayiv, Israel, 63903 
work· +972-3•519~1333 
Cell:l . . .. 
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UPDATED NEA Press Guidance 
June4, 2010 

RELEASED IN FULL 

Israel/Palestinians:· UPDATE Free Gaza·Ffotilla 

Key Message: 

e We ·deeply ·.regret the .tragk loss :of life.,and injuries suffered amo.ng 
those involved in the incident· aboard the Gaza.;bound ships earlier 
this week. 

0 We r~main deeply c()ncern~d bythe situ.ation i~ Ga:l:a, includiJ1g the 
ht1m~riitarian situa(fon. W~. will ,_co:ntinue fo.e~gagie tbe Israeli~ on a 
daUr'.basisto. e~pahd the sco.pC. ·and.type ofgttods:alloW,ed hito ·Gaza 
to ad()ress .tlb.¢fuU ran.ge of the popufation's.biimalllitaflan'and 
recovery ne¢c!s. · 

0· Ham~$~;'i~tederente.W:ith int¢~natioµal assistance shiJ>rnenfs,·and 
W01"k()f.norigpvetnmental organiz~tions, an1tlJts use a~d 
endotsent~rit. Qf vfolen:ce. ~o~pli¢~t~ ¢ff()rtsJn Gafa. Me~nanisms. 
iexisl ff)t ~lite tr_gn,sfer ofh1,1.njanit:!J:il!n assi~ta;n¢~ toAGaz~ by 

. goy~rnBµents am~,group_s.tliatwi~bto·<lo so. Th'ese fitechanisms . 
should be e~pancl~d ~tj. aJfow ht all huma)lltaxian 1tems and be u$ed 
fpy those ()rganizati()ns wis'hibg to provide humanitatialli' assistance to 
the ·inno¢elit people.of Gaza. 

e We e;rpectthe Is:raeli;governm¢nt to :con:ducra ·prom:p~, iD1pafrtial, 
credible and.transparent investigation c'onforming t<>inteirnational 
st~nidards •that gets·tQ .all. the facts surrounding this tragfo inddent. 
We: are/oJ>ento differentw{Uys. of: assuring a.credibfo investigation, 
including inte~na:tionalparticipation·. We wilfcontinue fo discuss 
these.ideas with the :Israelis and our internatio.nal partners ·in the 
d~ysahead. 

0· This recent nncidentinvoivingthe '.''·Free Gaza" flotilla· .underscores 
the· neecll to move ahead quiJk!y with negotlatfonstbat can lead to a 
comprehensive peace in the region and ultimately address issues such 
as the situ.naticm illl\Gaza. 

UNITE~ S'fATESDEPAR_'.UME~T OF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY: SHARON E'AHMAn 
DATEicASEm:fo APR2012 io1004i:63 UNCLASSIFIED 
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Q: DoestbeU~S. haveany.irifcmpatipn.ot i;;oITll11ent cm theliish.ship on the way to 
.face the blockade tomorrow? What acti()fi is .the US. taking? 

0 We en.gaged with the]sraelis, am:l~ontht ue to ·do .so, on a daily basis and 
in a variety of c<mtacts aboulthe flotilla. We coritim1e. tQ engage th~m 
regarding any ships-'- including the'M/V RACHEL (~01.UUE- thatare 
stiU on their ·way. 

0 We call on all parties to avoid any actions that could further complicate 
the situation and obstruct our ability h> move towards a.fasting solution. 

Q:, What.disct1ssipps is the U~S. haying with :th¢ Isra~lis on their actions to stop 
thissbip?_Did'theU$. talktothe Israelis before the flotilla arrived earlier this 
week? 

ei We bacll ~xtensiVe contact wi~h:tb,~ I~raeli an.d Turkish govern.rnents in 
tbe.·we¢k$ leaclling up.to tile flotilla saili;rig to Gaza in an effort to avoida 
situation such· as.the ()lll~thaffook place earlier this we~k. 

e We expii:cs!!;ed to th.e lsraelis fo a ya:d~ty of conta~ts, .in Israel ·arid 
Washington, ¢he .need for caution. and restrai1:1f.ii!J..«:l1¢aling wit.h civilians, 
including.American citiiiens. Isr:a.elwas well awareofcmrcoitcerns, 
which they shared. 

e We ~re gontinuing to engage them regarding the two ships that are stm 
on their way. 

Q: What ways.are we recommendingtolsrael to address th.eGazablockacie? 

0 As Se~retary Clinto)l:said, tbe.statu~ quo in Gaz~ is tnJ1sus.tain~ble a11d 
unaccep't~ble. IsraeH'sleg'iti1m.at¢ sccutity n_eeds fuu~t be.met, justas the 
P~l~stinians' legitimate needs for susfa.ined humanitarian assistance and 
regular access for 1reconstruxctio11 materials. mu~t al~,o lbe assured. 

~·. We will wo.rkwith bra.el,. along with tl1osein ·the internatiQnal 
comm~l)ity WhQ have._(f ifect. interestJnwhafhappens. in Gaza,.fo find 
'Va,ys .toincr~ase tlbt~'amouint•of assistance enterfog,Gaza, while also 
protectingJ:srael's security interests. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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$ This cm1f1ict can be solved only·througb an ·agre¢ment based on: a two"' 
sfate solution negotiated 'between thep;uties. This•incndentunderscores 
th~ nieedJo mov.e ahead quickly with negotiations that.can.leadto.a 
comp:reh¢ID.siv~ peace :in::the regiQn and:ultimat¢1y address iissucs such as 
the situation in Gaza. 

Qi Ca,n you confirm if there are any Americans onboardthe MIV RACHEL 
CORRIE? 

~ The '·'Free Gaza" Movement in Washington has .. informed us that there 
are no Americans presently oriboard. We are wotldng . .diligently to 
cmi:fi:rm ·tlllfa ·informatfon. ·· 

Q: Are Turkish warships acccfr~pa,nyingthe ~hip? 

a Ernbas~y Anl<ilira lnas.info~med 1fs<that the Turkish Ministry ofForeign 
Aft'~ltsflrmly d~nies pr¢ss f~p()rts th~d. Tut.lfo;h frigates are escorting 
the fy1/V RACHEL CORRJE. 

Q: What·iirthe lat~ston the overallinvestig<i.tioll? Hasit s~arted? Who is involved? 

e Astb.e Pr~sidents~id., w~ a:re ca'Uingforan ieffective.investigationfo 
detefmine the facts. · · 

e 'J'bis is a very difficuff~itl!a,tfon that requires carefun, tbQugl!»tful 
respol'lses from aU concerned. 

~ We expe~Uhe Isnaeli gov¢r.'1m~nt;to cond._cta. prompt; im.pa~tial, 
cre(Jible:;3.1!1d ·tra.n&pare~(inv.~stjg~tiOJR C()Dformjng to international 
sta~cfard~ gets to ~JLtbe (acls ~1Jtf()tiQ.ding thi!;· tr:agic inci(ient. We are . 
open t(J ·different ways· Qfm;s,urhiga cre~ible investiga~fon)i11cluding 
internatio11~I .patticipation. We Vf'ill continue to discii:ssA'.h.ese ideas with 
the Israell$<and ou:r interllatjonalpa.rtnersin the d?):'S· ahead. 

Q: What happened at the ·entergency meeting atthe UN earlier this week in: 
regards to the abo.ve·incident? What specific. prqposahdid Turkey putforWard? 
WilltheU.S. support any·action.againstlsrael? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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e The lJN :Security Coundl Presid~nn~l Statelllent-whkh was ad()pted 
by: consensus -.iregll"etted ·loss .of life, took .nMe of the Secretary General's 
call for an· investigation, called for a prompt, i111padial,:credibfo and 
transparent investigation ·.conforming to !n tern.atiomal standards, noted 
the situation ln:Gaza .is.iu1susfain~ble, and U,n(ferscored tbe ne~d to 
reaHze a. two .sfate .solution to. the 'Pal~stinian• Israeli conflict. 

Q: What is the current status ofTJ.S. citizens involved in tpe ''Free Gaza'' ~.tfotiUa? 

0 Furkan Dogan's remains were repatriated to Turkey and we wm be 
engaging the Israeli government on the circumstances surrounding bis 
death .. 

6) ADlother·identified U;S. citizens have been deported fo either:Greece or 
Turkey~ Embassy Qffleials•are providing consular assistance as 
ap,prQpriate to an.u~s. citiZens involved :w:ith ,the flotilla. 

e We refer fodivaduals· to our Travel Warning for Israel, the West Bank 
and Gaza:nn which we urgetts~ citizens to avoid al.I trt!veHo tine Gaza 
Strip. 

Q: Whatis the t.LS: response to the presence. ofhigh profile Americans (former 
U,S. g<wemment ()ffiCials, etc.) in the ''Free Gaza'' flotilla? 

.0 Amer:foam parti~ipantsin tbe"Fre.eGaza" flotilla are pll'ivate citizens, 
nolrepresentafives of the US. governmen.t. 

I t I I I I I I I I I .1 I I I I I I I I I . J I I I I I I •' I I. I I I I I 1 I :I I I I J l I I I I I I I I . I .1 I I I I I 

Background: 

. ·Text offRST: 

SEClJRITY CO{JNCIL PRES!D.ENTJA'L ST~J'·EMENTON TlIE RECENT 
INCIDENT IN THE EA.STERN MEDITERRANEAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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The Security Council deeply .regrets the. loss of life and in:judes resulting frortr.the· 
use·offorce during the.Israeli military operation infotemationa1 waters againsttbe 
convoy sailing to· Gaza. The Council, in this. context,. condemns. those acts which 
resulte~ in the l9ss .of at least ten civilians and many wounded; and expresses 
its .. condolene.es to their families. . 

Thf'. Security Council r.eqµests the immediate rele.ase of the ships as well as :the 
civilians' he kl. by Israel. Th~ Council 11rges Israel to permit full consular access,. fo 
allow the. countries col1c~ined t() retrieve. th¢i:r deceased and wounded immediately, 
and to. ensure the delivery of humanitarian assistance from the convoy to its 
destination. 

Uie Security Council t@k¢s note of the s@t¢JJ:len,t of the UN Secr~t~~eneraJ on 
the need to have a· full investigl!tioq into the ili~tter and .it c8'.l1$ for ·a .. prninpt,. 
impartial, ctedi{)le and trausparent investigatioTJ. copforming to intematio!Uit 
standards. 

The Security Council 'stresses that the situation in Gaza: is not sustainable. The 
(Zouncil re-emphasizes the importance of the full irnpleinenta:tion <)f Resoluti0ns 
1850 and 18.60. In that context, it :reit¢tates its ,grave concern at tile h11mafiitadan 
situationin Gaza and stressesthe:need for sustainedatt&,regulatflow ofgoods,and 
people to Gaza as well as uriimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian 
assfatance·throughotit·Gaza. 

Tlw Security Cout)cil underscores that .. the only viable solution to ISraeli-
. Palestinian con'.tlict iS ap a:grnerti¢nt negotiated between the. parties and re­

empha5iZes th.at c>itly a_ tWo•St.ate $olµfion, With a..ii· b;tde,pendent and viable 
Palesti!lian $tat~ living s~de by side in peace and seql.lrity with Israel and its other 
.neighbours) could. bri.h~ peace to.the regfon. 

The Sec:urity CoilncH ~~pre$5es Sl!PPQrt. for. the prox:imity talks' and voices .concern 
thatthis 1nc1d¢nt took place while the proximity ta.lks a:re underway and urges the 
;parties to act wjth restraint, '!:Voiding ililY unilateral. an,d pro\/Qcative ·action~,. and all 
international partn~rs to promote'art atmosphere of ooopefatipn betWeen the parties 
and throughout the reg~on. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Drafted by: NEA./PPD: A Sayles, 7 4184 

Approved by: D(S):.JSteinberg 
NEAIFO: R Schlicher 
EUR/FO: T Kaidanow 
ErribTel Aviv~ JCunningham 
PAIFO:·JPrince 
S: J Sullivan 

Cleared by: NEA!JP:A.: T Goldberg~r 
NEA!PPD: E Vasquez 
SE:MEP: P Knopf 
CAIP: R McCray 
EURJPPD: B Ellis 
LIAN: :L Jacobson 
PRM: RWills 
DRL:.J Lieberman 
P: E Cataiano 
S/P:;DRand 
D(S):GRana 
Cd)eru:salem: AReynolds 
10/PAQ: K Cooper 
NSC: TVietor 
NSC:PKumar 
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Col~man, Charinaine (DRL) 

From: Doner, Susan ~ - - -
Saturday, Jun_e 05,_ 20to 9!04 AM RELEASED IN FULL Sent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Gaza Floti!ia · Monitqnng Group 
FW: Inquiry rrom the Ops Cent~r: Rathel Corrie questions 

Frou:n: Siever"S, .MarcJ 
Sent;Satµrday,)ur:ie·0?,-.-20iO 8:41._AM 
To;•Goldbergi.,Joshua W; Sthleret~, Frank G 
Cc: :SEs~o- Shift-I 
Sub)iecll: Re: Inquiry-ff()m the Ops center: Rachel Corrie questions 

Correction, I wiU ~nswer.Th.e original GOI (;)f:fer. to dejiver the gpc:.lds and. to i_nqlpt;le an NGO or l.JN rep in the process was 
part of a package ttiatinch,ided voluntary delivery ofcargo to Ashdod, an_: offer that the ship r'efl.lsaj. That said, they 
moved llie supplies offthe:previolis flotilla arid_;to:ttie -Gaza crossing wit_hiria day. Saturday-th_e 601 is ·closed, with orilu 
emergency services 0prarating, so I assume not much will happen tintiltomor:row. 

Fr.om: Goldberg, Joshlla.W 
To: .Sievers, Marc); Schlereth, Frank G 
Cc: SEs-O-.:shlft'-I -
sent: satJun 05 is:ol.:06,2010 
subject: lnqui!Y frol11theOps·Gentef: Rach~I Corrie questions 

l'v1r, Sievers and Commcin.der Schlereth-Good afternoo.n. 

We have a-fewquestibns.regardingthe status of the Rathel Corrie we wanted to ask of you both; 

1. . Dq ypu have a.fimeline .for when thej~ra~li~ wiO-begi,n insp~cting the ship~s CC!rgo -when this se"rcli wm 
happen, andhciW lohg.itis expected to take? -

:i. OncetheJnspect.ibn isconielete, will an international organizatio.ri become involved in transporting the ship's 
goods fmiii the pqrt into Gaza? -

We appreciate ahy inforrriationyou cari provide orrthese two questions, and any further updates onJhe overall 
situation. 

I am happy to call either ofyduto discuss the situation. 

Thank you for your a_ssistance. 

Sincerely, 

J_os_h ·Gc:ild!Jer:g 
Watch Qffiter 
Depari:irlerit of State Operations Center 
goldbergjw@stafe~gov, (2.02) 647~1512 

1 
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·coler:nan,.Charmaine·(DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

:Oonedr, SuJsan LO 1 03 RE.· .. ···• LEASED IN. F.·· UL. L satur ay, une 5, 20 07: . AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW:. S,ituaUon.R:eportNo. 11-Gaza FlolillaMonitoring Group MGGZ01(SBU) 

From:· QpsAlert 
Sent:Saturda-y:,June os,.2010 6:02 AM 
Subject: SituatronReporU.Jo. ·11 - Gaz~flotilla Monltoling Group MGGZOl (SBU) 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

SITUATION REPoR·T N.oo 11 
·c;az,a FliJfilla 1ffonitotlng Group MGGZOl 

Saturi.lay; ~inle S;.2010 · 
· o6oo:EoT· 

STATUS Of .FOREIGN PASSENGERS 
(U} Autopsies ntv:eiiecLthe rii!lede~cl.Turkish activists hadbeen:;;hotatdtal·of30timesj mostl)rat dose range, 
and five were killed9y gunshot wounds. to the head. . (UK. Guardian) · 

SHIPS IEN;:.ROUTE f:(> GAZA. . . . . . 
o ($BU) Embassy TeiAvfv.reportS RACHEL CORRIE .was boarded by IDFwitlloutre.si$tance or injuries 

and will. Cl!I'ivein Ashdod' in two ;hours. 
(MGGZOJ!Emfuissy TeiAviv: e:..mail) 

" . (0) ThreeJ~rµ.e)i.naval .ships h(ld,talled RACHEL CORRIE for several hours and made founiemands.for 
the ship to change:course; Thevesselrefused to.comply. (Xinhua) 

JIINTIE~l\h\TIQNAt REACTIONS 
o .(U)'Ttifkey: Prosecutors are considering indictments against seriior Israeli figures for the MAVI 

MARMAM.d~at}li:;;. (Jerusalem Post) 
o (U) Malta: OnJun.e4, approximately 200 people protested peacefully in Valletta againstthe lsraeli use of 

force on the Gazafl()tilla, (Times. ofMaita) 

AdditiOrial updates .are avruiabl~. through our lfilc1assified Irite)Jipediaporfal at 
hfu>:l/w:wW.iJ1telink.gov/wiki/PoriahGaza Flotilla· 20 I 0 

Dr:iftc!J: HM!l,llil]Say Approved: RWThonia5 
Dist: State (all bureaus)~-'NSS; 6SD,NMCC; JCS, CJA,OSC,'NCTC, DHS, DNI 

SENSITIVE BOTlJNCLASSIFIED. 

UNITED STATESDEPARJ:'l\fENT OF s·TATE 
REviEWA{jtH:oru1-Y: s:HARo~ E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID~ 03 APR 2012 20l004i63 
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·Coleman, 'Charmaine, CORL) 

Fi:om: 
Sent: 
To: 
Suf)ject: 

FYI 

Lewis, Robert a 
Saturday, June 65, 201.0 1:51 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Mo.nitoring · Groµp 
Information June 5fh EarlY:AM · 

http :(/wwW. ioost. com/Home/Article. aspx?i:d=l.77526 

RELEASED Ti\l FULL 

Please look atthe information.displayed in the teleproiilpter/breaklng news section: 

http :l/\Nww .debka•tom/search/tag/Ra che 1%20Corrief 

lnternµtional newspapers: http:/iwww;kicion.com/!11edl~Hihk/index.php 19k+ newspapers and magazines. 

Language Translation tools: 

. http:l/www.google;com/language tools?hl=en Entirewebp"ge's can be translated with thiSsite 

http://babe\fish,vahoo.com/ 

lsentout lnformatibl1 c>h tt>e Gaza· Flotilla Monitoring (3roupsSIPRNET site yesterday. H<we a great day. 

UNlTEDSTA'tES DE~KR'IJVIENT Olt'STXTE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY: SHARON. E. AliMAb. 
DATE/CA.SEID.: 03.APR'.2012' 2010041.63 

1 . . ·. . . . 
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RELEASRD~~L 
From: 
serit: 
To: 

Goldberger, Thorm:is H 
frigcaY• Jun~ 04, 2010 9:.52 PM 

Subject: 
.G.aia .. FlotiHa Monitoring Group . .. . .. . . . . .... 
F'N: Statement on the Gaza .f:lotilla by.National Security Council. Spokesm.::1n Mike Hammer 

THE WHITEHOUSE 

Office pf the Press.Secretary 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 4, 2010 

Sfateme11t·ontheG~zal"JqtillabyNationa1 Secu.rity .Couridl Spokesman Mike H:ainmer 

·The Goverl1.n\eht pflsfael~s stated its desfre to avoid a confrontation and a repeat of Monday's. 
tragic evel.1ts. on the MnVi Marmara .. It reinains. a<u;s .. Priorityto:provide; al)sis@nce to the people of 
Gaza, Jn the interest °:f the sctf?tyohill involve4, ai14 the ~e tr;msmissibn of assistance to the people 
of Gaza,::we:strongly :enc:C>ureige. those on:boatd 'the Rachel Corrie. and othervesselsto sail to Ashdod to 
deliver thefrmaterialsto .Gaza; 

We are workingurgent1y With Israel, theP,a1¢Stiniart Authority~ and other futeIT1ationa1 partners to 
develop neW; procedures for delivering moregood,s and assistance to (;aza;, while a1sp iricreasing 
opportunity for $:e people of Gaz1;1,~<i prevef1tjrtgthe irnportcition of ~eapons. The current 
arrall.gern~l\.t?. a,i:e µns,ttstfilnable md rit11st~ changed. For now, we call .on cillpai'ti.es .to join u~ in 
encouraging responsible dedsidns by all sides to avoid.any u.nnecessary c:;onfrontatiqns arid to en5,ure. 
the safety ofa1Linvol:ved. 

c.rNi'ptD stATES'.DJIP~TNJ:EN11.·0]!'•s'f ATE 
REViE\Y AU'!'HORi'rY: SflA,R()i'{ E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE.ID: 03 APR201i. 2oioo4i63 
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CLASSIFICATION: UNClASSIFIED 
SBU 

F:rom: Netos, Eleftherios E 

To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

UNCLASSIFIED Page iof 1 

RELEASE:O IN FULL 

•Subject: FW: Ga.za F!otilla: Clarifyil1g infonnation. regarding Challengers II & III and Cyprus 

Sent: 6/4/2010 5:33:~4 PM 
T() :red:µ_c;e confusion, please note the follpyvirig information based on reporting from 
EI11bassy Nicosia and USCG contacts with Cypriot .port: authorities: 

--The U .SAi.agged Challenger .II has .sµffer:ed iextensiye damages and is ol1. the -ground 
iri Limass6L It arrived.in Cyprus after showing ingress of'water and will remain out of 
the water for at least a month. 

--Th~ U'.S.-Ilagg<::d Challenger III (forinedy, theGreek..:flagg~d Bimitris K) iS inthe 
"\.Vater at Limassol ti.ew port, but without crew or pass(!ngers and is chained to the :Pier 
by p·ott a:nd marine police. 

-'"Bo.th vessels are U.S. ... flagged. The Challenger IT had preViously been Greek..:owned, 
fl,~gged :itiHQndm:as and lcnawn as tlie Nitt?-JL The Challenger III, hadpfeviou.sly 
been the Cyprus-flagged and owned Dimitris K. 

--Cypriot port authorities in Limas:sel have told Embassy Nicosia they do not intend to 
let anyvessel dep_~t to participate in theflotilla. 

Ter:ry.Netos 
Cyprus Desk Officer 
U.S. :l)epartment.of State 
1:3urea11 of European Affairs/ Office of Southern Europe 
Tel.: +1;..202;.647:..6760 
Fax: +1:..'.202 .. 647-5087 

SBU 
This email fs UNCLASSIFIED. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Printed By:.Coleman, Charmaine:(DRL) 
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· CI:.PSSIFICATION: UNKNOWN UNCLASSIFIED 

Fro)ll: Goldberger, 'Thorn~ H RELEASED: IN FULL 
To.: Gaza FlotillaMonitoring Qroup 
Subject: 
Serit: 

FW: Irish FM Statemerttfromtocfay on RacheLCorrie 
6/4/2010·4:5.9:09 PM 

Fro.m: Hac1<worth, J~$on K 
Sent: Fridavr. June. 04;. 2010 f;39. PM 
To: :Goldberg~r, Thoma~.H; Dwyer, Stuart A; Cormack,. Maureen E 
Subjec:t:i Irish FM Statement from today ori Rathel Corde 

Statement by·Mfoister Marthi··.on the Racbcl·Corfie 

The Minister for Foreign.Affairs, Mr. Micheal Martin,T.b. has issued .thefollewing statement: 

"The 'G9verrurient has ma:de ti.ear thafjtbeliev~s th.at t}ieJlach¢1 Come~~ho1lld be·allpwed fo 
proc~ed to· Gaza and:to unload its .hwnanitarian cirrgo, .. those·on poard the.lli!chel Corrie have 
iridiCated lliat·theyarcreadyto accept i~spectl.on of their'Cargo atse~ prior to docking;in Gaza. 
:tI0wever, the Israeli :government has sta.tedJhaf:it i:s not willing ~to allow any preach of their 
naval blockade or da:za. 

As tli~ Rac:bel Corrie :continues tc). approacp Qaza,. the Gov<;:inn:i~nt's primary c:oncem is. the 
safetytf(Irish citizens ·and oth~rs. ornboar.d. Weare a:lso.consdous of the urgent11ee(iio ad.dress 
the h.timanitar~an cohC~ins onhe, pepple. of GiiZa;thedesirability of reducing .intemational 
tensionsJ'ollow!ng 'theviolent.stonning>ofllumanitarian:.supply vessels by Israeli coznmando,s 
eatlierthis week~ artd the obligation oY:StateS •to respect the right to· peaceful protest. 

ActilJg ontbese .. cqnsidera1ions, .I sou@.t@ou;gh:v~otis ·c:ontactstosecifre.ari agreement. which 
would ensure the· safety :of those On·bc::>ard the Rachel· Come, :allow them to make their.protest~ 
an.cl J>roVideTbt the d¢liveryto Gaza c)fthe Rachel •Conie' s full. cargo. 

On Friday morning, a:n understandin,g was reached with thelsraellgovernrnent whereby the 
RacheLO()rrie!wgUld ha:ye ~pproachedthe·lsra,eli exc.lt!Sionz.one.before accepting.divei:sionto 

Page 1 of3 
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Cl:.A$SIFICATION: UNKNGWN 

the Israeff portof.Ashdod, At AsMod,the cargo·.w9~ld havebe~l) UJ1l9ajed an,~liD$pectcd' 
unded!ie 5tiperviSiOif of UN and qfficials from the Irish AidDivision of my Department. The 
entire cargo~ including what is lj11der$toodtq 'be ~S(}fonnes: of ce111~I'lt, would thep. have been 
transported to.Gaia~ !wo persons from the Rachel Cqrrie: would have been ]ermitted to 
accompany the ·cargo· to th~ Isr~di b'order crossing, irito ·Gaia at Eiez, 

In my vi~w, such an a!Tange:qiep.t would have offered a useful ·preccderttfor future humanitarjan 
$hipmeJ1ts;.p~nding the COII1pleteJiftingof the blockade. . 

Thispropos(ll' was put tp those on board'the Rachel Corrie who! on Friday afternoon~ after 
·careful'consideration, and haviQgth8nked the Goyernmentforjts. effqrts~ declined to ~cept it. I 
fullyrespecttheir righfto do sci and to continue their protest action by. seekipg to sail to. Gaza. 

Page2of3 

If;.a.S is thdr stat~d,intention, the lgae1igqve1721Tientfntercepts th~.RacheJ Comei the 
Governnienl demands that itdem:onsttatee-veryre.strairit · Thos~ cm boarq the Rachel Come have 
m11de c!eCI,r thelr.pe.a,~~ful ihtentiotJ.s ·ang :llavestated thatthey will offer no 'resistance toJsr:aeli 

•forces. · B.as.e(l;on.:these ass:uranc~s, there .ci;inibe noj~tification for the use of force against any 
persoi). on boardtb:eRa:cheLCbrrie. . 

The.Govemmentals0 urges thelsra_di Gq:vernrnent to ·en.sure the tr~sfertoGaZa.. of the .entire 
c~go ·of the Rachei Coqie, including cement whfohds ~gently ne¢~edior .the reconstruction of 
Gaza. The (ioyetrµllentco11tinues to call on Isra~l to lift its bfockade of Gaza. Pending.that, 
Israel shoilldimmediately facilitate theimportinto Gaza of all goods,.othet than weapons~" 

ENDS 

04 June·.2010 

-------~----------

Jaso.n K:.Hac~wor:th 
OeskOfficer:for Ireland and Northern Ireland 
f 2g2) 647~6!;8!;;ph~ne 
(20?) 6'47"34S9fqx 
hackwofthik@st~te.qov· 
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ClASsIFicAJiON: UNClASSIFIED 

From:: Frowic~ Qeorge H 
To: Gaza Flotilla 1\1omtoring Group 

I1NCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED;IN FULL 

Subject: 

Sent:· 

Gredk:FM States (}oG'posiHons qn ·Ftotilla and Peace Process 
.6l4i2610 tt:O.&ds. AM 

-A/FM Droutsas in:GreekParliament :yesterday: 

Full transcript-of the speech (translation): 

{opening reply) 

Mr .. Speaker, 

Ladies and Gentle.men MPs1 

Pagel of'3 

Late last night;_ or, rather, :in the :earlYhot1:rs .of this mornil'.lg- we Wt;?lcomed, with.you, !Vlr; 
Dritsas, il.nd. representatives of the parties, the Greek dtiz~ns returning to· Greece>on .a speCial 
Air Fo.rce fligl!t ·from Israel. Personnei from our .Emba$sy saw thern. off at Tel. Aviv airpott. 
Throl)ghout this .crisis, the Foreign •f'./lir\istri{s cfisis tricinagernent unit operated · non~stop, 
keeping "relc;iti\les informed resp'bnsibly. At every juncture) ttw Ministry's service.· sb:ucture 
fUnctioned asJt should. · 

This is the reality.ofthe situatfon.So before I g~tir:itq my:ariswet,:1 nee9,.1 wa,ntto con~rC)tulate 
ancJ than.k the Foreign !\'linistry perspnn~I; . at the Central and Foreign Ser:vices, for their 
consderitfousness,thei~ proficiency iii carryingourtheir·dt1ties,,their r.esoivea.nd .effectiveness. 
They tarried: outtheir duties in the extreme; 

A.nd ilowtothe substance.afthe matter; 

For m.onths now, the Fcirefgn Mihistry has be eh mcmitoril'!gprepar.ations for the carrying.out of 
artinte.rnational hµmarijfarian mission c~rfvif"lg aid to:the PalE?stinian. population of Gaza. And 
this was ri0t the first ti.me such an 0_peratioh had been organized. 

Our main point of reference for our moves and actions was to:take care that.the safety ofthe 
Greek citizens participating Was not Jeopardized, Fi:>r this teason, as you well know. the· Foreign 
Ministry's services in Greece· and' israel - as well as I, per:sonal/y - made the apptopri~te 
representationsJn.:atimely manner. · · 

T~ere is, for us, a pqsition pf piil1c;iple here. A position that We have stated fep.eatedly 
throu~hout the crisis: any NGO activity must b.e allow~dto p~o(;.~ed unl'Jinder~d~ on the 
conditianthat.itis~ithin·the·l.aw. Beyon~fth_at;weh:ifor~eq•tlif!·organiters"ofthisinitlativein a 
timely manner re_gardingthe dangers involved•ln their en-Cleavor. . 

CLAsSIFIC,<\110N: UNC~SSIEIED 
~iµ:n:~XAT~SDEPA¥Tl\1ENT.OF STATE 
~VIEWAlfrHORIJY:iSHARON E AHMAD 
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There is .no. d?ubt, la~ies and gentlernen MPs; that the military operation carried out in 
inttitnatiolial waters by the tsraeli na\;y is condemnabf e - and not just becaus~ it had the tragic 
results .We are .all aware·of; Thi~ was :made clear in our eadiest stafements ·and actions, with 
dari~y .and in a ·categoricaf manner - not with PR bh.15tering,, but with substance and resolve. 
T~e cancellation 9f thejolhtrriilitary exercise of our two air forces an·d the.postponement of the 
visit ta<Greece:ofthe head:.of the Israeli Air Force leave no room for doubt as tq. the clarity of 
our stance from the very outset. 

I must$ay tha~ thro.ughoutthjs crisis, all of us, including the Prih,ie Minister. himself, acted .'in a 
timely manner. 'Indicatively, I point to .our comrnunicatio.n with the lsraeff Foreign Minister, the 
Turkish Prime Minister, the President of the Republic of Cyprus, i>alestihian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and the Secretary Ge11eral of the.Arab Leage, Mr. Amr Moussa - ail ofthe key 
players·in theregion. 

Finally, all ofol:lr actions, on all levels, were coordi.na.ted with our European partners, the High 
Representative forForeign.Affairs; Ms. Ashton, and the Spanis'1 Presidency. 

(rejoinder) 

Thaiikyou1:Madam Chait .. ! will be brief; Yol.l know t~at'i am not an adherent of foreign policy 
that Js e')(efciseq on pubiic>relatlons tefms~ Out' actions are guided by substance, and printippliy 
Gteece.'s interests .. 

So I wantto .say thiswith rE!gard to :the ongoing crisis in the Gaza Strip. I remind you that Greece 
has ihsisted from the very outset on the need for Israel to estaolish hum~nitarian corddors. 
Mor:eover.1 our country iS contributing offieially tp tl:re reconstruction of Gaza with significant 
hum.anitt1ri<1n and ·economic aid that is managed via the Palestinian ,l\uthority and the 
mechariisins of interncitional orgar:tizcitions. 

We hci.vewoi':ked,systematically- and we,~H:e still working ~ysternatiq1tly- b()tb on tbe Eµ l~Vel 
.and·bilaterally, for a s1;.1ccessfuloutcome forthepeac:e process, which was recently reactivated 
ill the form of proximity talks. Our ultimate goal is the finding of a comprehensive, just and 
viable solution toih e Palestinian, problem; base on ~he ,principle :oftwo states; with the .creation 
of a vi<lble :flJture Palestinian stat~ that will coexist With Israel in conditions of peace and 
secl:Ji'ity. 

George; H~ F.rowick 
p~·lifi¢al •co.unselor 
U;S.Embassy 
Athens, Gr:eece 
(30}210-720~2381 
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Geotge. l-i. Frowick 
Poiitic;al Coµnselor 
U:S. Embassy 
Athens, Greece 
(30} 210-720-2381 
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Coleman,·c11~rma{l'.le (DRLJ· 

·From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
, Attach merits• 

ffoJ11:RipJter, Kirn B 
Seot;~ Fnday, June 04( 2010 s:39.AM 
To: Par~er, Andrew C; Reisser, Wesley J 
cc:· Greene, Elisa · · 
Subject: RE: MV Rachel Cortie Manifest 

,/1.'.' 

/ 
,/-f 

; .. ,'· 
.//· 

,//' 

· 1. ran the nam¢s b.ut some .are very generk-there were only a.few names - so J:i~rd to. s-qy if any are Amcits. t checked 
With the Free Gaza Movernent·here in DC and they,said none on this list ;we~7·Aliltit5. 

F.rom: Pa*~r, Andrew c 
~nt: Frida~, .'.lune04i 20iO ~:46f\M 
TQ; Reisser, Wesley j; ~lchter1.kim. 8 
Cc: Greene,. Elisa 
SUbJe¢i:: FW: MV ~ache! come Manifest. 

i 
,l 

/ 
:/'' 

,/' 
/,. 

/ 

/ 
/; ... 

.. 
.( 

.// 

,• 

FYI .. non'e ofusln .CONSTLV. are on t:hedistro ll~tofthe'~aza Fiotilla:M,ol)itorif)gGroup,'. We ha:ve not seen the manifest, 
but would appr$ciate a copy. If you getword'thatl ;/ l1~:0wboar.d:pl~ase~te1'u~1<nO.W:·-------·-·-·--···-------86 

Thariks1 
~ndy 

from: Greene; Elisa. . . . .· .· .,/ 
Sent: Friday, June 04~ 2oiq: 12~04 pr;.{ 
To: ·Reisser~ WesleyJ; Goldberger,::rhoinas.H; Hohnstrorn,Todd c; ·Pc:irker,Andrew c 
Subject: RE: MV'RacheJCorde;!:'~nifest · · 

Confir1ling.tl:latl • p~':~ndeed an Amcit. 

t:li!ia'Greene C::ti1Cf1 Af'nerfc;alJ tit;z~11 Seljlices u;s;. Emba:ssv TelAvlv;; isi:aei · 
Ad\l~ess frornisfC!el:. 71' Ha"YarkonStreet,.'rei'Aviv 6~900,. Israei 
Ad/:l.re~s fr'Orn· the !J,S;: Bo~ I3, APO•AE 098~{j; U;s.~. . , 
Swi!:(:hboai'.d,Tet: +972-3-'519·'7575; F:ax: 'f97Z:'3·.517-234B; Email: greenee@sti:ite.gov 

frqltJ: Rei~ser,. We51¢yJ 
seQt::rhurs~t1y1 June.q~, 201Q 8i32.PM 
To: Go!dbe,rger,.'fhomas;.H; ¥0Irri#ro11J; Todd(:;.Parker, Andrew c;.Greene, Elisa 
subj~: FW;J"1VP.ach¢l Corrie Manife5t• · 

U:Nl.TEl)ST~<\:TESD.EPA.RTI\JE].'q'f.OFSTATE 
R}~Y1E\YAITtHOIWY:.SHARO~EAIThIAD .. · .. ·.· ·.. • . , · .... ·.· .. • .. 
DATE/Ci\SEID: 03·APRiOl2 201004163. .. . . . . . . . . TJi'JCLASSIFIED 

NO CLASSf PICATlON MARKE;D 
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. No cLAss1Fi~B!fFmD [ 

CAhas.nin the? ·ncirnes. Some are common ones, !:>lit Kim called Free Gaza to decOnflict.As of.now I We aware of~o 
Amdts on the list. l 
Frc:>ni: Ricptt:)", J~im B · 
Sent~Th\Jr5day,Jupe.03, 2010 12:41 PM ' 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Bernier-Toth/ Michelle : . 
Subject: RE: MVRa<:hel Cqnie Manifest l 
I asl<e.dthe Free Gaza, Moyemem rep her ti). co.nfirm ifa9yboqy. oil the ilis~thatvou ~ot from.the Rebuilding.Alliao~e was 
an Amcit-·sne' said they weren't. tchecke# PIE~S bui:fpr some -·such asf. . hnere-:wer~fa1ot oteri~s. 

From: Reis~r, WesleY} 
~nJ::Thursday, June·03; 2010 11:41 AM 
To: .. Bernier-Toth,. Mi<:helle 
Cc:: Richter, Kim B 
Subject: RE: MV Ra¢hel Corrie Manifest 

~' 

~ 
. 

. 

. 
! 

They are whilfwe: have from the RebuildingAllianoe. There may.~e others, bl)t .none ~hat I am •aware of. Nole, sh~ 
meptiqns. may join (who I believe is in Cyprus ·rightnow; 8.8.y/6 \loloc;:iust survivor). How.ever, we d9n't 
knowthEtboaf!s course ,as of right now. ! 

fi'Qm~B.ernier-Toth;. Michelle 
Sent: thurscjay, :June .o3, 2010 11:39.AM 
To:· Rei~ser, Wesley) 
Subject::· RE:· MV Rachef Corrie .Manifest 

These are some or all ofthe.pax? 

From: ReisSE!r; Wesley J 
Sent: Thursday,Jun~J)3,2010 .11:36· AM 
Td: • ~aza FlqtiUa::Monito.ring· Group 
.subject:}W: MV Rachel O:>rrie. Manifest ~ 

. . ' ' ' ' ' ', ' ' ' .·· ' .. \ 
EmbTellwiv or CA/OCS- Please chec:k the• tnatiifest against PIERS. All others; FYI on the Rachel. ConieJrom the NpO 
commt1nity. I 
~ 1 

~fu,~1.fn~r':ct~y~lne-o3,. zM6{::;~{>~~aransklWt:==ro~;6eJ\aJf·Of~b.of)lli3·Barans~~~lker":··· .. •m ... «l;"==·•"'""'"~® 
r~: Misser;Wesley J 1 
Cc:;: nia'mh moloi.Jghney . l 
Sl)bjeC:t: Re: MV Rathel Corrie ·Manifest I:::· 

Dear Wesley, 

1:he.i11c yo\i for calling tne b~Gk yesterdjiy. ·As discussed, and·.with·t~e perm.ission ofNiamhMoJoughney ~f 
Free Gaza Movement - Ir~land,J amf O(Ward4Jg:the list of pass~ngers and' the manifestfottlie N1V Raebel 
Ctjrrie. Th¢t¢.is an. international crew. Ybutaske(tspeefficaliy '.if any· Am~ri9ans will be_ on bQtird. J\lthtjµgh 
none are curre11tly r~gistered, .American I · · I is 
weighing the possibility of going. 

I am copyipg Niamh on this message. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
NO CLASSIFICATION MARKED 
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,./ 
My goal is to help to assure maximum tr~patency and safety for voyage ofthe.MVRachel Corrie ~d any 
boats who ma.yjoin·them, in part because these are my friends are th~ organizers ~d .in part becausftbe · 
R.ehili14ingAlliance put chocolates and school supplies~ sports equipementand wbeelchajrs1 ami c<.;fnent to 
builda:kfodergarten·onthatboat. Your sµggestions on behalf oftb,e StateD~artmeht would'be s,fncerely 
appreciated. / 

the Rebuildin~ AHiance and th~ Ft~.e Gaza Moyementai:eraniping up to foll the storfos<of the lf G() projectS 
¢at will receive t4e hll91anitarian aid and to. publish the.passenger Hstandmanifestas welL Pli'1S~ no~etl'le 
request I sent vta uN Special. Rapporteur Richard .Falkto the Quartet in April, requesting temporary 11UN 
Certification Team" status and support to go to Gazato assure transparency .for this all~NGO ~ahspoit and 
pr9j ec:tinsl:allment-"' there was ·no reply fr(lrn the Q\lartet. Can you tahe the proJi)osaLnow at the Ql.18.rtet 
level?. Please note: My team @d 1 are uniqµely quali:fied to asswrte this role in G<l?a and h;hld an invitation 
from UNRWA arid good wek:oirie from.the Palestinian NGO Network, and OazaCol)Ull~ty Ment~l Health 
Programme. Pre~ic1¢nt.Carter c~ pre~~ a message to the Hgovernment to assure thatthe '*GOs have full 
approvfilto xeceive the materials. and install them with stream1ineci buiWng permits. lanf well-positioned to 
fonn a te.am in Gaza to· certify use of construction materials by the. NG01s '.""""-and these re your b.est allies. . 

Pleruie note there are no plans to bringthe MV Rachel Corrie or other b9ats to Turkey r/or are they requesting 
military escort. They do. not expect to leave for Qaza.lllltil early next.week. / 

/' 
I 

' 
..• ''
/ Phone 353:(Q~5) 774'-7257 

You can also reach Niamh. by phone atthe following numbers: 

Name Ms; NiaIDhMoloughney 
Ac9ount. Name Irish Free Gaza Movement Mobil~~-----_,f-----------------t··---.,-------- ---------------86 

Sincerely, .. / 
Donna 
Mobile: j / 

PiS. I amcqpying,.Reb'uildingAlliance Operations Manager, Pe11inaEilberg7~chwartz on this message. lf you 
ate :having difficrilty reaching me please give Penina a cail a~ f 

Donria,B~arisl.ci· Walker, Executive Director 
Tiie ,Rebui1dh1g:AJlian9e 
178 South BoUleval'.d; San Mateo CA U.S.A. 
phone: 650 325-4663-. fax: 650 325.;4667 
email: d1Jw@Reb:uildi11gAlllapce;org 
web: :www .. RebuildingAHiance~org 

·''Rebuilding)\Var,;Torn Communities, Making Them Safe'1 

TheRe'P:uilc;lingAlliahce iS a 501c3tax-exem.pt organization, EIN 56:-2192452. Donation checks maybe made 
ouMo "The Reb:ujlding Alliance"or visit our Website to donate on1ine. 

On Thu;.Jun 3, 2010 at7:35 AM, Reisser, Wesley J<ReisserWJ@statqtov>wtote: 

Donna;... Do you have the manifest as we discussedye~terday? Anyjhfo yolJ t1ave is exception a Hy helpflil so 
that our consular personnel in Tel Aviv can be ready to assist Americans as necessary. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
NO CLASSIFICATION MARkED 
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Wes 

WeS/cyJ. RelSse"., Pb•»~ 
Desk Officer- NEA'lPA 
Office of tsraef& Palestinian Affairs 
Phone '(202). 647~2647 · 
Fax {20:2)736-4461 

This. ine~age Is .\JNCLASSIFIEOJSBU accordi[lgto tli'e de1inilions provided by.E-,o. 1295a: 

UNCDA$SIFIED 
NG GLASSIFlC,knoN MARKED 
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l.JNCLASSIFIED RELEASED IN FULL. 

Col~man;.•Cba.:maioe:(O.RL) 

From: 
se"~t: 
To: . 

Goodman, ll<ln A 

{JftJ 

Subject: 

Friday, June 04,:201 o.6:2$ AM 
G~~Flotilla ·Monitoring Gre>up 
Fw:''Unsubstanti~ted ReportS thatTllrkiSh warships. are·how escorting Rachel. Come as it 
approaches Gaza" . 

Embassy Ankara.reports thatTutkishMFA firmly d~nies pre5s reports tl'lat Turkish frigates are escorting the Rachel 
Corrie, 

Apparently this Was reported in a small Turkish press outlet, butl'm notsure if.the rep0rtwill be picked up elsewhere or 
n~ -

-llan 

fro1rm Witrner, K?mLA. 
to: GOodm~n,)iqnA 
~i"lt: Fri Jun 04 05:45.:35 2010 _ __ _. _ _ _ _ _ _. _ _ _ __ _ _ . . . .. 
subject: FMI: "Uns!Jbstantiated Reports that Turkish warships ate now·escorting Rachel Corrie as it approaches Gaza'' 

FYI. 

This. emaifis UNCLASSIFIED; 

JFrom:wi~rn~r, Karri A 
'Sent:.F_riday;June 04, •:?.01011:30 'AM 
TQ:Sillirnan~:ppuglas.A; cata!ano, PeterR; Schneider, Charles J; Freeman; Lloyd D 
ec: Godfrey; Anthony F; Lee1 Robert D _ _ . . . _ . _ _ _ _ . _ . . . .. 
Subj.ectrf.W: i•L)n:SubSt;antlated Repbrt:S that Turkish warships are now escorting Ract:iel Corrie as it approaches Gaza'' 

MFA confirmei:l no turl<ishesc:ort. Opsnotified. 

This email.is.UNCLASSIFIED; 

fro.i-n.: lee, '.R9berfD 
S.S11t.: Fripay; )\l11e Q4, Z010 11:28 AM 
to: 'Ha!?i.ln Tekneei' 
cc: ~ge1ti;iY Erciy¢,s; GC)dfrey,: Anthony F; Witmer, Kami A; Kiel, Stephanie 
s\it;,ject; Jti:; "t;Jhsub$ntiated Reports thatTurkish war5h!ps are now: escorting Re1chel Corne. as. It approaches Gaza'' 

Thanks,HaidUt\. Useful to getthi~ dear response. We'll·geHhis·backtoWashil"Jg_tC>MITlinediately. 

Rob 

UNITED STATES DEPARTlVIENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E.AilMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 03 APR2!>121 201004103 UNGLASSIF!ElJ 
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~'l' 

Robert Lee 

offiq~ of ?C>titk~!af\d Military Affairs 
u;s. Embassy, Ankara 
tel:· +90"312~457 •'7177 
e-mail: leerd@state.gov 

·Th.is email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

ft'()m: j;afdun Tek6ecif1Tiailt():haldun;tekneci@Jnfa:gov ;trJ. 
seri~:.Frfdciy,June:04i 201011:21AM . 
To:'Lee,·RobettD 
i!J!c:@gatay Ercfyes 
Subj~ct: ·RE: "Unsub.sf.cinpated ReportSthatTurkish·wats!iips•are now escorting:·Rachel Co(rie as it.approaches Gaza'' 

Hi Rober:t: You should disniiss ttiat hoax right:a\,V.ay. There:are no Ti.irkishfrigates escortingi'Rachel Cotrie" which W<!s 
about some 60 nm North of Alexandria,.last night a<::cordh1g to NATO AIS. ltis espec:ially,'importantnow not fo get wound 
up e<Jsily about unsubstantiated press.reports. 

Take care and) ,too hope thatl will be .ab.le:to attend 

Best1 
Haldu11 

Frorrfrlee, Robe1tD·[tnailto:L~RD@§tate•qovJ 
sent:'friday, JUrie04; 20101.0:44.AM 
To:Halduil Tekneci, 
Subject: "Uhsubstahtiated Reports that tur~ish warships .cire. noi,o./ esqi(ting Rach¢! ~rrie as itapproac:~es •Gaza" 

Hi Haldun- linktothe reportfrorn '(Jlarnsayeh;iiet" and thekE?ytext below,. Notexactlythe New 
York Times, so we~re lncline,dto gisn'li~s itoutr!ght. Bufgiventlie nature ohhe ·daim~we thought it 
WO.Old ·be usefuito get.an lnforrriediE!SPf)nsefrcjro vo.u·sb thatpeople.backin Washington do nit get 
too spun .up ai:,out t~is . .report~ ·If would' be very helpfol to geta reaction by noon aswe·would be able 
to gefthe iilformettibn fo·WashingtDn as the key policy makers are waking up •. 

Many thanks; and I hope to .see you on June 16. 

Best, 
Rob 

There. pre unsubst.antiat~d. reports that Turkish .·IN;:itships are now escorting Rachel Corrie .. as it 
approacihes·Gaza, Confrqntatiohal lstaelis·haVeVdwed. to even challenge Turkish wayships d~~pite· 
Turkey·beiog a membetof NortfrAtia·ntiCTreaty·{NATO.)~ .. Ankar~ hasca\led for irnm~diatelifting of 
Gaza blockade and a11internationalinvestigation into Israeli act ofpil'.acy i.n il'.lternationalwatefs; 

http:ljwwW;hamsayeh:net/hamsayehnet .iran~i11ternationa!%20news1309~htm 

DNCLASSIFIBD 
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Robert lee 
Offic~ ·of Political a.n1:ffy1ilitari{Affairs 
u.s. Ernba~sy~Ankara 
tel'; +90~312457~7177 

. e-mail: Jeerd@st~te:gov 

This,email·ls UNC .. LASSIFIED. 
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Coleman,:cha.rmaine::(D.~Ll 

From: 
sent: 

l\llac1fa, Gregqry P 
Fi'ip~y, June.04, 20j0 o;Q4 AM 

RELEASED INFULL 
To:. 
Subject:. 

GC?Za Floti.ll<fMon[tbring. ·Group .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . · .. 
Situation Report No: 9 ,.. Gaza FlotilfaMonitoring ·Group MGGZ01 (SB UVersion) 

SENSITIVE BUT tJNCLASSIFIEb 

S1TUATlONR!EPOR;TNoo 9 
Gaza FlotillaMqni((Jring Gr(Jup ¥GGZ01 

Friday; Ju11e4; 2010 
06-00 EOT 

STATUS OF fOREXGM PASSENGERS 
a {s:am. All RartiCipantsJnthe Gaza F!Otilla, except for se\lenstill hospitalized in Israel, are back in their 

coililtries .. oforigin oraFe en route there~ ·(Tei AviV 1240) 

OTHER.SHIPS !EN·rROUTE :ro:<;_AZA 
e (UY Med.iaJepdrt RACHEL CORRlE·h~ :no pl&IS to stop u:ritilreac~g.,f>ort in Gaza arid'docs not intend 

tqre$ist, $h0µlcflsraeli fotcesattemptto:ooard. The vcsselisequippeqwith video and sa!eUite devkes.to 
stream live ey~nts ,pyetthe · i.nternet (QNN} 

o (U) . ForinerUN A.l3sistan,t Secretary Genetal<Denis'Halliday, WorthernJris}l Nobel Peace Prize h1Ui.eate 
Mairead.'Coffigan-M~gµire, and an Trish laW!11aker we <!.part of the l hpassenget manifestof R:ACfIF:L 
CORRJE, (CNN,~The G1,ardi.tm) . 

INTlERNATIONAIL.RIEACnON 
e (U) A spokes map; fota group of M<llaysian NGOs, accompanied by appn>ximately 1000 peaceful 

protesters; :assembled, ·Outside Emba5sy·Kuala Ltimptir and denounced thelsraeli operati()n: .{Re,,.iters) 
e cm Majay$illli;FM Aman saidlsraen authorities should.ensure :safo.paS8age for RACHEL CORRIB t() 

deliver itstnnp@itatfancargp· t() G~a~ (Bernam{l) 
G (U) 'f~kish Pre5identGulstated "Turkey's ties withJs.rad will neyer be JP,e, same again;'' Thousands 

throngeQ a.tllstanlJ.ul flirteral for eight aetivists ·Who. died in the raid. (Reuters) 
a {U) T_utkey~s health ministry di$patched .two.aml:rnlance.p1anes toJstael to bring home ·the remainlng five 

G 

Ill 

0 

i'urkisli a¢t~vl!?tswho were wotitlded during the raid. . . 
(Associated Pl'ess) 

(u) Israeli PMN'~tanyahu yowed Isr~l woUld not pennit'RAGHEL CORRIE to "rea<::h 1Gazabut:woµld 
consider some form. ofinterrtational wle in: e~forlling:@;.arms emba,rgo ti)efo. He adcied Civilian goods 
would.be allowed ~.o i:c~cli Gaza;:but declined to ·eiaborate. (CNN} 
(JJ) Nearly 1000 lsr~elis. protestedoutsid~ ·the:Tv.r~isn eni'basliYin T~lAviv, denounc~rig Tl1fkey1s:leaders. 

Ist:a.eli :televisipn:~ho\\Jed one proti;:~tet waivl.ng a doctored photograph .thatdepicted Turkish PM '.f ayyip 
Enfogan as Hitler •. (CNN) 
{U). Israeli Ambiissa,doft~. tµeJJ11iteµ:State~:Oten:said Ista:erand the: U ;S. are hold,in~iriitial talks over a 
diaiogueto :address civilian needsjn Gaz&; but the disc11ssion will Mt involve an end to the lsrae1i blockade. 
(CNN) 

UNITED STATESJ>~PART~NT OF STA.TE 
RJJ:VlEW A{UTlIORIT¥:;:~Ili\Ro~ E .AJThIAD 
DATE/CASEID; o'3;APR2oii 2010M163 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Drafted:. ANorrls· 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Additional t1pdates are availaqle thtol.lgh our uticla5sified Intelllpedia portal aL 
http://ww,:vjntelitlk.gov/wiki!Porla:l:Gaza Floti11a 201 O 

Di~t: State (ail bilreaus), NSS1 OSD,-NMCC/JCS, CIA, OSC; NCTG; .OHS; DNI 
Approved: OPMacris 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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Coleman, Cnarma.io~ (PRL) 

From: 
Sent: 

yatde;, Pahl() M RELEASED IN FULL 
To: . 
Subject: 

Friday,. Jl!ne o.4, 2DlOB:OO AiVI. 
Gaza flqtifla ~oni.toriog·G~ln~p 
fll'IGGZ01: (Re'i.lt$rs)f url<ey may reduce ties with Israel to a "minimum" 

ANKARA (~e~ters) ·Turkey's D~puty Prime Miriistef-Arinc. said Turkey inay reduce itS. relations with lsraelto. "a 
r:ninimun:i"'a.fter Israeli marines stormed a. Ti.Jrkish aid sl:Jip bo.UhdforGaza. 

Pablo Valdez 
Watch Officer 
Operations Center 
Oepartment a/State 
202-647-1512 

UNITED ST ATES DEP:i\JlT]\{E.Nt PF STATE· 
REVIEW AUTHORITY! SHARON·E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 103 APR2012 201004163 
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Ce>lem~n;. Charmaine .(DRL} 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Vald~z •. Pab1orvi · RELEASED IN FULL 
Friday/ June 04, 201Q4:38 AM. . . .. .. 
Gaza·•flqtiHaMpnitdring Grqup;.:NE\f\IS-lran 
MGGZ01.: '(AP) ·Ahrn?tjJnejad w~ms opposition, b.!asts .Israeli raid 

TEHRJl:N (AP) - eresldentAhmadinejadwarned the countr\'~s oppOsition against straying from the path dfthe. founder of 
the·r~lamic RE?Volu.tiOn and s.lamrn~dJ.srael·ff)r a dead\y raicl On a:G.aza"bouiid f]()tilla; Ahmadinejad spol<e·beforetens.of 
thousands gather¢d·atth¢ shrine cif Ayatollat1 Kho!Tl:in.lfpra·c:erernpnymaf:~ingt~e 21.starmiversary of.hiso~ath. The 
speech .tonies.daysahead•o'fthe 'Opposition~srnass rally P!anned ontheanniversaryof lastJune's disputed presidential 
elect.ion. Ahrriadineja91:iiso saidth!'!-lst,ae!li commandotaid. orithe international flotilla offGaia's shores Was"barbariC" 
and called.for dismantling the Zionistregirne. · · · 

Pablo Valdez 
W}itch Officer 
Operations Cen.ter 
Department of State 
202-647~1s1i 

UNl1'EDSTATJ!:SDEPAR'!"[\IJENT OFSTATJi; 
REVmWAUTHOJi[T,Y: sHA:RoN EAH!\1AD 
DATE/CASEID; OJ APR 2012 . 2010'04163 . UNCLASSIFIEtJ 
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.coi~metn; Charmaine (QRL) 

From~ 
sen~: 
To: 
subject: 

Pabio Valdez 
·Watch: Officer 
Op~rations Center 
[Jepaftment of state 
202-'b47~1511 

Vcildez,,'RabloM RELEASE Friday:June94,20104:o9Al\i1 · · • · · · • .. ·· .. ·.··•.·.DIN FULL 
G;µ~'flofilJa,MonitqJi.D9 Gr6.up. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .· . . . . .. 
M(3G401: (AP) Garno ship trying to breacli':Gaza·blockade ·could reach 20:-mile limit by iate 
June4 · 

uNITED S~A'fE.S:DEPARTM:ENTOJfSTAXE' 
REVIEW ~UTHORi'EY:·SliAR.()NE AHMAD. 
DATE/CASE'ID: 03 APR2012: 201004163 . 
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. _C61eman,Ch~rm~ine(DRL) 

Fr.om: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Valdez, Pablo·M RELEASED IN FULL 
Frictayi June.04; 2010 1 :t4 AM 
Gata Flotilla l)llonltbrlng·Group. 
MG(;Z01: (AP) Turkey sends 2 ambuiance planes lo Israel 

ISTANBUL{AP.}·- l:urk~yis he:aJtlfmin,isti:Y saysithas dis):iakhed·tWo arrtbUlance~·planes'.to.lsr:ael to bring home the last 
fiveTu~kishactivistswho were wound\:!d .byJsr.aeli sgldi~rs in a raid on an aid ship~ 

PabloValdez 
Watch Officer 
Operptfons Center 
Oepartment:o/ State 
202-647-1512 

UNITED ST.t\.TES ,~,EP J\RTMEr-iT OF ST,Atl'E 
R:EY.mw t\lJ'.l'IIORinf: s~OJ'.t:E~ 
DATE/CAs'Eiri; o3 A.Pii20~2 2oioo4r63 uNCLASSfFIED. 
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Co.iemao,··ch?rrnain~.·(DRL)· 

From: Marton$; S~ephanie .L . RELEA'SED IN FULL Sent: 
lo: 
Subject: 

tnursday, June ,0$; 2010 9:37 PM 
DRL--Us¢rs;-DL 
'Fyti: qn tile ~e@:~r~. Off~Q;:im$ra Daily Press Briefing) 05::03-~ o, ,P JCrowley, ·Al;;sistant 
Secretal)'forPOb!ic Affairs · 

From: State Depaftment. P~s Office <Ptess@state.gov> • 
To: ·state Depaitr:n¢nt!Press Offft:e 
sentcr'hu Jtln' 0321:32:4~0010 
Subject: On the Record, Off-Eamera Daily Press Briefing, 06-0J-10, flJ Crowley, AssistantSecretary for Public Affairs 

Por Immediat.e R(:lel).se and.Posting 

On.the Recor<i;orr.:.;.camcraDaily Pi'.e.ss Qri¢fing·.liidex 
Thursday, JuJ1e 3, 2010 

l2:35p;m. 

-DEPARTM.ENT-
M (].ts.Andis ~tr:tteg~~pia:IQguel\{~tiµgs 
""' .ElJ Co~nt:il·of~iqis.ters.AdoptionofCounter'l'errotism Law· 
"°" Ul'i $pecJalRl1ppdt'.feur!s ReportUiider·Review 
"" Tl!rkisll America11.Citizei11s pea~b 
"" lnjur:Y. to Ainericiin Citizen Emily Hen()chowicz · 

-ISRAELllIBEE(;AZkfLOTICLA.- . . . . . ·.. . . .· . . . . 
M U;S.Tll~~ R,espom1ibility·tor U;S. CitiZens'.Abroad,S¢rious)y/ Fl6til~ai41.J'ge1:7wi~hGreater~ote11ti1tiof 

con~rontatiQi.lJ Consufar. Officiiilsin'Conta~t with: 'tJ·~•:.(iitizel.lsh~PJ?11g·into (1le.·Cat1s.e .o(Ika th/MultipfoConfacts 
witfi,lsrseliSnd 'Turkey Pr!or to tiie.lncidl!littU$:i~'C.on:tactw~th ~iiltipJe Contacts Regarding Sh~ps•on Their \Vay to 
·GiJW. Israel Ma.s L~)timate $¢curity Con(!erns(U;;_S.·C()n$.ilent lnvestigatfon·:WiU;Take~lacB U;S.·~v.aluatirtg How to 
.Expa11t1 its As~jstance.,to (Ja?:llf Ct!rrerit GaZii·$tatu.s Quo ·~otSustainapfo(Am'b, :o.r~i;: Israel.J'ia!!Received. Over 
10,000 ·~()Ckl:lts fmm Ga7-il ls?e1 Ha.s a L'egitimate lnter~tlnlnsJi~ting Supplie!I Enter~ng:G11~U.S .. Mjndful·of 
E1uma11itarian }'light. of Gaza/ U.S. andlsrael'IitteresUn Js~lating :E:Jaµtjt~/ W~ysto:Ass~t·Gaza •Without Ha mas/ 
Va'ricty .of U;S. Officials ·Involved in lnvestigation/Fur~an Dogan Born in Troy;.New York/ Aged: 19 .. 

-PROX1MJTY'•TALK8'-
"" . Senat?rMif~bell'.s Ad~vitie~ Continue/ Direct Negotiations•the Ollly Way to Resolve Theselssues/ Meetings Held 

with J'alestinlan OCficials This Week · · 

-IRAN-
No Update on Sancti.ons'tim~line/ Will Checll. o,n Musayhm Request forAsyfo.mf'Wcirk·Contiriues. on Silnctfons/ 
~retary ~poke ;vUb Foreign Mi.nister Lavro.v/ .conference Call Among p.:5+1 

-i>ALEStINlAN AUTH(>RlTY/H:AMAS-
"" · Oit~oing.Efrorts for Reconciliation/ hnportancc ofa•Go.ver~mentWi\lingtoPursue.Peace 

.... TURl<oEY.,.. 
"" Turkey Exp['essed ;]mporta11~e of Returning Citizen~( u,s, Conveyed Those Concerns t.o. Israel 

..;;INDIA-
"" (.J;S, and lndfaDiscussin1f C<>tiritcr"'te1'.rorisml~sues 

..-£.GVPT-

UNJ
""T· E .. Rs; SupQorls .. Fr.ee and• FairElec.dons/ Concel:riedAbQufRepor.ts'ol'Ff.aud 
, ... • :l)ST~'.fJ!]S,UEP:AR:Tl\tE:NT OF''STA]'E · . . . 

REVIEW.AUTHORITY: SHARONE)Bi.,..; .. n 

DATE/CASEm:: 04 APR2012 201004l6;n1U.1 ~CLASSIFIED 
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-RWANDA-

UNCLASSIFIED 

J\il Peter Erlinder Remains in theRospitaVU.S. Remains in 'fouchWith the Rwandiln GovernmentlNo Knowledge of 
Meetirig·wlth Fatnily · 

~JJURMA..;. 

"" Senator Webb Tripi U.S. Concerned. with Bunn a'~ Relationship with N'.orth J<orea 

..:CHEON AN~ 
"" No R~adoufof lJN'Meeting 

UNCL~SSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

U;S.J)EPARTMENT OF STATE 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 

DBB#-86 

T!ITJR~DAY, JUNE 3, 20JO 
(ONTHERECOR.DUNbESS OTHERWISENOTED/OFF CAMERA) 

Mlh CROWLEY: Obviously :toda~7 the Secretztcy and External Affairs 'fy1injster Krishna ~ave ope11ed our 
higb;;level imeragency 4iscussionshere att]]e State Department. Senior delegations from across the 
gover.nmcntare discussing nange ofissuesjncluding agriculture, energy, cliJ:nate change, edticaticin, trade, 
intellectual.prqperty enfoteemcnt; fighting illicitnetw:ork crime; especially re lated to counterfeit 
pharmaceuticals an.d couriterterrorism.. We· look forward. to having the President here later on this afternoon for 
a rcceptfon a5:part of this arid yoi.i11Lhear from tneSecre.tary-'- what ab011t an 'hpur from. now. And have a 
statement from us .this afternoon welt:on1ing the Etii9peai1Uriion Council ofMinisters' a:doptfon ofthejoint 
U.S;-EU Staternenton Co1Jiltcrterrorism. We.andour.part[lers in the EU are committedtoworki'irgtogetherto 
corobatthe threat of terrorism; bringto that,et'fort our common values of freedom, democracy, our respect for 
international law, the rule oflaw~hu.man rights. 

We '-just one l~ft over -fyc>m yesterday. We do have the report of Special Rapporteur Alston. and- as one of 
several reports, bein:g.provided 1 fo.day within the Human Rigl:lts Council. We continue tcneviewjtand we note 
that ·it is diffic\iltfor states to meaningfully engage fa an interactive dialqgtie ifreports ·are not released :with 
suffici~11ttime for review. J3µt we aj'efu'mly committed to the rule oflaw. As Legal Advise~ iiaJ"old KQh.said 
back inMareh~ we are:cQmrni:lf:ed tq ~on,iplying ~it11'aU applicab1e ·law, including intemationalhlimanitarian 
law; in an~a:spects of ongoirig armed cotifiicts. Whlfo·the Unite.do Stat~ caru1ot cmnmenton: sp(!cific aetivities, 
we work hard to ens:ure-truitour actiYities are subj~t to scrupulous overstght, comport.with domestic.and 
intei:natfonal law. 

Einall)', clearly the sul>ject ofgreatest it1ter~st. \Ve c~ confinn that a U .s~.;:Turkish national- dual national was· 
@lOiig tho_se kiJ1ed i)i :ihe raid. on the Free Ga:za flotilla. Our. missiQ:Q i11 Tl.µ~ey has:be,en in C(),ntact Y.rith bis 
family~dis providing co.nsµIar assis4filC.e. This rhol11in:g;our consular officer rttetwith the.father and' offered 
our heartfelt condofortces to his family; His nan;re is Furkan Dogan, D-o-g-a;.n. 

QUESTI01'[: Can yaµ spell thefjrst name, please? 

.MR. CROWLE:Y: F;.u-t~k-a-n. The last name is spelled-- ai1glidzed D-o-,g,-a-,ri, pronounced Dogan. And our 
Ambassador Jim: Jeffrey WiU alsq ·qe reacb.i!lg out to the family soon. Clearly, we have obviously just•leamed 
about this. We are gatliecing ihfonnation.about What happened on the ship. We are also mindful th.at our 
citizen, EmHy.H.e~oc}l()wicz1 has.sustained·asetjousinjury. She wasinvot:vediti ~West Bank protest. She is 
sti~Lin the hospit.al tecei:vingproper treatment. We 3]"e aware that 011e add.itional Al!lerican citizen had some 
injuries on board one of tb:e ~hips and We are::lociking outfor him <U:i· well. 

We/iare·incontact with the IsraeliGovc,rnmenttoob.tainm.oreill:fonnation. We have made no decisions at.this 
point on spi::cific ilctiq11S the.l)ruted S~tf:s<Govetnment·will take .. But as we~vealready stated, we expect fu.c 
Jsrae1iGovernmentt0 cdnduct a ptompt, impa,rtial, cr~dible, aji.d trap.s;parent irivestiga~ion that conforms to 
international. stahdi1,tdsand gets to a.n .the facts surrounding this tragicJncidc:nt. 

We- as the Secretaf)' has said, w~ are open 'to dif[crent:w;iys of assµring a. credible irtvestig~J~on, inCluding 
internation~l: participatib~ and we continue to talk abourihese ideas with the Israelis and others. And 
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meanwhile~ we tontinue.to,evaluate how, together W;iththefatematio11alcommunity, we can expand ~h¢ amount 
of assistance to the peopleof Gaza, and that is .something we ate looking 1nto with our intem:;i.tional partners. · 

QUESTION: What are the range ofoptions that you ·can take .relatedto this guy's death? 

MR:CROWLEY: ·Well, vve take the health andwelfi:ir:e .. of American citizensan)'Where in the wodd:seriously. 
lt".sm1r fu.nd~cntal responsibility asa go·ve:rilment ·We will carefully evaluate ail the infonnation that we can 
gather abCiutthe circums.t(!.nces of his death~ Arid those facts will lead Us wh~rever they lead to. 

QUESTION:. Do you have anyiri:fonnation ~-

Q.UES'tlO.N: . (Inaudible); Does thefa~tthat ail American Was killed fa. this affect or ·change what you would 
like to see done :in this case whether - regarcifug:the investigation and how that's carried out or otherwise? 

MR. CROWLEY: I mean, we have. taken this.seriously :from the.moment that the-we underStood that this 
flotilla.was being, organized. andthat we underSto~4both its ramifice,tions f'or:regional security ~d the.fad that 
Am~riciµi citizeJ.15.would.be oh }Joar4 tv.ese vessels. We've had amimb.er of conversations boJhwitlrthe ~raeli 
Government and Witli oiliers. ln the V'eeks)eadirtg up to_tliis< we have been'vezy conscious of the ever:.. present 
danger cifrtiiscalctilationwhen these kinds of situations and confrontaticms take :place. So we have taken this 
serfot1Slyfrom the ·()utset. 

That.sa..id1 the fact that-andwe'veunderstood for.~ coupk days thatJhere were AmeriCan titizens··t.hatl:iad 
sustained.injuries .. But obvioiJsly; no\y that we lilidetstruid that there has.been the death of an American citizen, 
.this will tie something that we· will evaluate carefUlly - we take seriously ,.given it is one of our fun.damental 
responsibilities as agovernment. 

QUESTION: Would you ask the Turks -

QUESTION: PJ. -~ 

QUESTION: Would you a.sk theTurl,<.s --

QUESTJQN; . Since 2005 -thel~r~elis say since 2005 there·ha~e -;-- they have dealt with nine flotillas. This 
wasthefust illnetheyhadviolence. No.w,inthe-with.theUri.ited_S~tcs;_did·yoil also.raise issues about 
prevfoll.S flotillas?. Was.this on¢ particularly. fla&ged beca.u.s~ youth9ught there were .going .to be Americans? 
What made you ~lk so seriously with the Israelis a:b!)µtThis orie'flotilla? 

MR. .CROWLEY: l think we had a:n 'understanding that this Was Jarger than·previcms. efforts to bring 
humanitarian assi5tance to the people oFG<$Za. So we -Tthihk we understood that:thc - there was a greater 
potential for a confrontation. 

QUESTION: But you also ta1ked'about jhe iJres.ence of Arbericap_s, Ithihkyou justmentionechhatin 
Passing. · Was that something thatthe.United States was aware of, ·that there were going.to be Americans? And 
if so, how .did you know that? 

MR. CROWLEY: A fait-ldori't know the answer to the second question. ButTmean, we have8;broad.er. 
geopolitical ·interest in this issue:and; obvjouslf,.WeMere conscious as we. got clos.er :to the lalillthing· of the 
flotilla that there would be American dtizeris involved as well. 

QJ.JESTION: P;J., wou!dyou.ask the U .S, Emb~sy iri-or.does. the Emb~sy in.Turkey -why wouldh'tthey 
ask. the Turks for the atifopsy teports? lmean, the rune dead·ate albthere,including,the .American. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01460

UNCLASSIFIED 

·MR. CROWLEY: Weil, lfnean> from. the .. outset,we • ve hadconsu1ar offida1s in·Israel ID. .contact witl:f lsraeli 
authorities visiting hqspi~a1s• Ourconsul?r·offi~hils.alsp vi~itedthe morgue; because we wereJooking10 see-.. 
ascertain; .kno':Ving :thatthere were us,. citizens ,on boardihe!ie ships,. if a,ny. A:Itlerican citizens were 'irijurecior 
1dlledin this jµc~dent S.o -;and· so we'Y~ been.qoing thatfrom the outset. Arid .we made.contact with the 
family.as soon ~we learned today tl:J.atQ.rie of those :killed ·Was ·a dual citizen. 

QUESTION: P~J. -'" 

Q.UEStl().l'l: Wfuttdo 'we kriow.aboutthe cause of death? 

MR.· CROWLEY: Hro:tn? 

QUESTION: What do we know about the cause of death of the Amerl.cancitizen? 

MR. CROWLEY: The i11dividual sustained - I n1ean, I - the injured- our American citizen sustained gunshot 
woll!lds',during this indderit. 

·QUESTION: To the head? 

· QlJESTION: 'to the head? four shot~ to the heaa? 

MR~ CROWLEY:. I --

QUES'I'ION: He wasn't the one with the four toithe head, was he? 

QUESTION: Welk thaCs:the re}!or:ts:. P-J., that.he ·was:f,o~r ~o the. head .and one to tb.e body. Can you tell us 
what:U1attells . .yol,i .about the •nati.tre·of the force that was .used fo .--

MR. CRQWLEY: I'mnoL-we areJooking into'this~ We are in couversatj9n "Vith f.heJsr*eUs to get more 
infotmatlon;. As we'.ve ~aid a1La!ongi we',regqing tg:letfa:cts,govemouuesponse. As we have.sajd:many, 
many tiiries;·wd~re going to be.very ca,utio!Ul an4 prµQeotin:howwe.approadli@s. Sol'm not;going .fo 
prejudg~. We ar~·aggtessively tr;):'in~to understand' precisely what illlPpei+edonthat ship .. And·once we:have 
more information, then V{e~ U take .appropriate steps b~~d on that infonnatibn; 

Q.PESTlON: Have you established as fact that :this.man sustained.f01.1r. bullet woundsto-;fuehead and one to 
the body? 

MR. CROWLEY: 1'111-'I've saidall l'm going to say oil that. 

Q:c,JES'f~ON:: Waslris farrrlly •all in Turkey?. Even though he is an American citizen,, were the contacts­
consularcontacts with his family ii1Ti.lrkey? 

Ni& .. C.RQWL:EY: 'W f! had .~on1aet""fitii his father t6day:and he is a Turkish citizen. T c;m!t make a broad 
statement aboutthe.test ofthefam'ily. 

QUESTI()N: But the•contacts so far-have been in Turkey? 

MR. CROWLEY: In Ttirk~y. 
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QlJEST~ON: Did ytn.i atany pointwam Turkish Government about the<pqssible .c.· lashfa the Meditertanean 
with this flotilla? · · · · · · · · 

MR. CROWLEY: Again, all F11 say is thatwe. had multipl~ contacts tbrotJgh i»u1tiple charmels with the 
Israeli Government fo the weeks lead,ing up fo th.e ·.flotilla. 

QUESTION: Tha:twa.5 aqu~stfon aboutthe TilikishGo:v.emment. 

QUESTION: The Turkish Govetnment. 

MR.·CR0WLEY: .Oh. 

QU:ESTI0N: Did you infonn Turkish Government about the possible clash? 

MR. CROWLEY: I believe the answer is yes. I'ro - I'll -yes. 

QUESTION:. Can yqu just c9nfirin the c6mmeI1ts thatyou made on; the record to the .Post aboutt:trging c.autfon 
ahdrestraint? · · · 

MR. CROWLEY: l think ij~t-l b~ically have $aid thatalready .. (L;au~hter.) We ~<i,,111ultjple ccmtacts · 
with the Israeli Governrnent:in;Uie v;eeks'le~dmg ~P to th~ f1otiH~,. Understanding that.civ.ilians. would'.be on 
those ~hips~ incl'Udii.1g American citizens~ we urged caµtion :and re.stri:Unt. And in .fact, in pre:vious .episodes, 
that's precisely .what Isra¢1 has clc)ne. 

QtJESTION: .. Whatabout tlie flotiUathaf s .on the w~y? TheRac~el .Cotrie,,l b¢lieve, fa tile name. of the ship; 
What is'""' what .do yoµ. und.~rst<md abritzt h? Do you uiii!erstaridany .Americans to be.on ltoard? And what 
co,rttacts:- ·wh13tstep$ ~e you taking to try and prevenbrrepeat--

M~ CROwLEY:· We arein·coJUic~withrnultiple. goV¢rpillentS about vessels that may still be.making their 
way toward.s C}ata. · • 

QU]£STION: ~oes that include .the Irish? 

MRCJROWLEY: Yes . 

. QUESTION; And what.have you told the'lrish? 

~ .• CROWLEY: .. · \Ve11, 1,Jneai1;.everybodyhas the s.ame copq~m given w4at:~appened earlier this week 
And as we:have said. a1i along, we are·-- everyl)ne wantS to-avoid atepetition of this tragic incident. 

QU.EST:lON: So is you,r advi.cd{} t!ti;•lsraelis the same nowasitwas•apparent~y intfie previous w¢eks to urge 
caution and restrairttwhe1nespcmdhig tb this one? 

MR. CROVVLEY: Yes. 

QlJESTlON: lt w9rkedso well ..., 

QUESTION: Are you prescribing. any sort of other action si.nce they didn.?tdo th.at;l~sttime? 

M& CROWLEY: Again, K.irit,it'~ .a fairq-µystion, putto whaJ --:- to· 1sQriW exJen~it }'rejudges what 'We will.all 
learn.· as we:go.· thr .. oughandascertainrnorefac.t.s ..... a .. 'b.o.u.Kpre·c·.·i .. s.·.el .. :Y .. ·..] • wh.• a: .. 'H)a.:P .. ;~ened; Clelu-lv, iherewas a tragic ... · . ··.· · .. ··.. ... . UNCI:~SSfr'lED y . . .J. . . . . . 
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confioiitati(m on.the high seas, and wedeeplyregret wh<it's happene.d~ .. 'We'~ look.mg info the circutnstfillces. 
We all wantto fim:l a way tQ provide greater support to .the :people of Gaza~ :meetisraePs legitimate security 
interest, arid· avoid further loss ofciVifian life. 

QUESTION: . Whatl'rn tryiI1g tq lll1dersJ(ll1disj:hafgiven what's h~ppehed la5ttime, .how. specific are you 
being :with yo'i.lr advice to the Israelis 'this time? 

MR· CROWLEY: wen, 1 mean~ u1timately,,,gov~mme!ltS are soveteign .. lsfael h'As.v~cy legitimate secfuity 
conce.ms. 'fhey h_ave their owilpoliciesfadealin:g with those security co11c;ems~ _·A.s:afri~11dof.I~p1el,we are 
providing them mir_perspective 911.howto·<best do thi$'. Butultun~t~ly;. these are-decisions ma<le 1'.lf the Israeli 
Govenu:nent. Only they candetctminewhattheyfeel is bestfortheiroWJJ. security: WeUI1derstartilthat. 

QUESTION: Given the ilifportance ofthis: anq th~ ease of which.you c~·~e¢ whether Dbgan' s got four bullet 
wounds in the head, is it reasonable to assume the U.S. will be able to estabiishwhether those reports are true or 
not in the next few hours? · 

MILC.ROWLEY': I'm not sure lunderstandthe.question. 

Q_UE~ffIQN: It s~i;i111s fo be important whether this petson,was:shqt fo11r'ti,p1es in .the head,whiCh is clearly not 
a restrained way.pf dealing with ari.yp~e. ls - it '.s- quite easy to ·establish Whether someone's b;een sh9t fm1r 
tiines fa the head; · 

MR.- GROWLEV: WeU, agai11,. '>le e~peet·Isra:ettq cp]),dU¢t, a credible, ptdmpt~transparentin.vestigl}tion.of 
what h!l.ppened op that ship. And we :ourselves, m'tatking.Jo Isri:t<;!l, afe tryirigtµ: g<tln greater Uiformatibn and 
perspective on·whetthappt!l1~d on the ship.· .. And I'm not~p~~; to prejudge what information that is provided_, 
whatwe learn ourselves, and what we do.based on' that in:forniation. 

QUESTION: Do yoa want itto be internationaJ? liztean, you sµggested .,.... you: kind of hinted at it -thatyo:u 
wanted ~'international comporie:~t to the investigation. 

MR. CRO:'WLEY:: Yeah, lmean~ on the broader aspe~t~.~s wcNe said.inthelasrcouple ofdays, there are 
many, m.a.ny co'Ulltiies thafh.ad citizens:invoived ih:this.flotilla. We,~bvioµSly: are on~ of theqi'. . Everyone wants 
to oodetstand w1:iat happe11ed. on th,afship. Ev~cyon:~ Vl(atit$ 'to make silre .-do everything.possible to.tl:ytq 
avoid tl:iistragedy foi;ppenmg again. In tryingJo unc!~i:stand whiit happeped.on'11e ship, the investigation has to 
be .cred.ible. A,nd welteopen to a varie.~.of\Vays ofmaking,thatas credible.aspossible. Possible international 
invol:vementirt the investigation is'one. wayto.acc()IJjplish t):iat. 

QuES'fIQN; The Israelis stillhf:lven't an11ounced anh1vestigation despite•.the.U;S. (in.audible) fil1d in the UN 
Security Council over recent days. Are you·d,isappqintedJ:iy:that? (Inaudible.) 

MR. CROWLE¥: I thliik we are col'lfidentthatan investigation wln take place. 

Q."(JEST!ON~ The Turks .. theiTiselyes 'have been one of the countries· thathas ask~d.tQ he~d M intemati,onal 
investigation, whiletheisra;~Hs,.ofcowse, ·~re ;ri~jeqtirig_it; P,.J,,Bo·yo11 think the]sraeli~ 1ndependently can 
conduet- c~·aueviate iiiternationai concerns ;Qv'etthe .incio~ntby·~ondµciing their own .investigation? 

M~. CROWLEY: Well; I.mean, can IsraeJ, as a.~i1JraI1t1.d<:mocracy,:With;strqµgiristitµti'Ons ofgov.emment; 
conduct a.fair, credible, tra!lsparent:investigation? The answer is· yes. lth; fully capa;ble of doing that 

UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01463

UNCLASSTFIBD 

QU~STION: P.J., the Secretary has saidthat.:the situatio? in Gaza is:reallyµmmstai!lllble;. 'Mhat is.the United 
States, lookingforwarcl, goi:n,g tb · prqpose or w~at ~oes th~ Uruted States thihk should he the .next step? If itis, 
in the U .S.{:ipinion, unsustainable, what should be done? And how are<yqu --

MR. CROWLEY:: Thafs a process that we alreaciy hav9 µndetV/ay tci eval1;1*ehow.w¢ Qan; workin~::with 
Israel 8Jld·other cOU1lti'ies, expand the amount of and:type ofmternation~ ;:"\Ssistance. fa -vario:us. meetmgs t~at 
we've had with \Yorld leaders, this. Jias c9m.e up :on :a r~gufar basiS~. TheSecretaty has cornmented <m it on a 
.re~ular:basis; We.•haveparticular.concern•a,poµtJUl.Q intere~~.in conStiµcticin .materials that not ohly.can·heip the 
people of Gaza sustain life, but actually improve their life on the gr(>un& · 

We 1.lllqerstan;d Jhesecurity'conccrns that1srael .has and .:we.aregoingtQ'P~ workingwiti).them,just as we have 
been pressiµg $emf or weeks and mori¢s .tofmd away tc;i·e~pa:ncithe amount of assistance that's prQvided on·a 
tegµlar basis to the ,people. ofGaza; So we'Ie gqingtoredouble 9ur ·efforlS and. see if thete are-other things that 
we can do and oilier things collectively the international eommunity can do ·to increasethat support while 
respecting and protecting Israel's legitimate security interests~ . 

QUESTION: Sho~ld we interpret -

QUESTION: So when the Secretary..,.. I justwan:t to make sure Lu:nderstand. So when the St;:c:rc;tary ta]ks 
aboutunsusta,inable, she's t'1lkingjna mor.e dircctibn.fasllion- supplies; what people getin the situation in 
Ga2a. She~sriottalking about a broader.issue like:whatdq yol! do wit&Da,za, ·shouldit remain .part of Israel. I 
mean, .some people in Jsrael ·say just put up a wail and. make it separate. · 

.M:R.. CRO~EY: lthink what the.Secretary.·is saying;is that the. current stiltus quo is i)ptsustainable'. We 
don't think ii' s i11:lsrael' s}ong-tei;m .security iµterestto maintain the status quo~ Andwe·.will. be working·with 
Israel andseeingifwe can,:togctherwiththeinten;u1.tionalc:ommtinil:y. otJlers who ha ye direct interest in what 
happens.in Qaia~ find w~ys to increase the amount of assistance while also protectfogJsraeHs security interest. 

QUESTI@N: Just to follow upon thatJI want to make surelunci'erstand this.c:orrectly . .Sh0Uldoneinterptef·,. 

MR. CROWLEY: I've got .to go in a couple of.qtinutes. 

STAf.F: You're actually okay. 

MR.·CROWLEY:. AH r~ghL 

QUESTION: Should one interpret YOllI"·COmmentthatthe current ~ifiiatio,n is. notsl1stainableand that you 
believei.t's not in Israel's interest to maintain the status quo - should one'i.nterprct :tha,fto m~anthat you indeed 
have concluded that the blo.ckade of Gaza silt1P1Y ii;n!t a good poli<;y. 0J1.d. yc:il1.1Jeed·anotlier one? I znea.tJ; 
finding.a way fo get more goods in couicl meahJhatthe blockade stays es4iblished-youjust get more stuff in 
there. ·s:ci lwantto make sure that we're """".isthe blo.ckade a bad polity? 

MR· C~OWL'E)Y: It's a good qµestion, kS~(].d. l-- Ambassador Michael Oren had aJ1 interesting pie~c .tQd(].y 
in The NeW York Times. And. he mentioned;initthat Israel h~ beeil victjnii?ed by rnore,-thanl 0,000 rockets 
tbafliaye, been. fired fi'oni :oazairtto Israel, .fired indiscrimfoately, and hasJhreat~n~d anci kille1l Israeli· citizens. 
Given that.history and that reality,Istaiel:~as a very fogititii~t¢ interesti~ bein~able to. inspec:tami, to some 
eXtent, controlthe flow .of materials. into· .. GazaJo Il"lake .slll'~ tilatili~t .<:loes,l'tinclu(1e,':filr$er rockets, missiles, 
arm~ that pose a real threat to Israeli citizens. ISrael feels that.the blockade is themqst e:ff~ctive way of dping 
that. We understand that. 
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We also ~e v.erymindful.ofthe humanitarian plight of the peopkofGaza. And itis certainly:posSibletbat.one 
cruunaintain the abilltyto control the Bow of go94s into Gaza,·so:t}iatlsrael can b€;l assured that the flow of 
gooqs does not inc hide· we(l.pons that can ·threaten Israel .. ditectly, while. expanding the. amount of' assistance, 
particularlywnstruction materials, so th~t togethettbe international cornnil.uiity can help improve the lives of 
the average citizen of Gaza. We~re also cortscjous ofthe iegithn'1te inte.restsJh~tJsraelha,s and the United 
$ra.tes shares in i.sola.tffig Hamas, which is·a terrorist ·orgafiizatfon thathas:chosen nottojoih the peace process, 
has chosen not to repognizeJsrael, has chosen fo fire rackets t4at jeopardize Israel) security, h~ve chosen not to 
respect intei:nationaLagreeroents with respect to the peace p.roc.ess. Harn;;tSJlas ·a choice it could make if it 
wanted to play a mo.l:'e constiilctive rote iil the region. Itlfas ch9sen not to do ;that. 

&o itis ·quite a}egitirnate policy to find ways to improve the lives of'the citizens. of Gaza while isolating Barnas 
and protecting -Israel's .security, We'.re going to look with Israel.to ifind o.ut if there are improvements .that can 
be made ih the ctirrerit practices so that more goods flow to the.people of Gaza and fewer weapons. 

As to how we're going to do that, those are the kinds of conversations we· expect to h~ve with Israel and with 
other futerested courttHes in the coming days and weeks. · 

QUE$T!ON:: How does this in:Cident affectthe proximity talks? What's happening.to them right now? I 
mean, G~orge Mitchell is there. 

MR. ·CROWLEY: Tin sorry, I'm shuuied-(laughter); 

QUESTION: (Inaudible} talking about the length. 

MR. CROWLEY: Oh. I'm far more·coherent thantbe late senior Sena.tor fron1SouthCarolina. 

QUESTION: How is· the incident.and the falloutaffecting the proximity talks? George Mitchell is in the 
tegion. 

MR. CROWLEY: George is in t}le region. !haven't been up to ,spt:ed «:in his current actiV:ities today. We -
'bis activiti(fs a:re continuing. 1 thinkwe stHtsee ultimatefy·thfais:"the best.route to avoid.'tpes~ l<lnds.C>f 
conrrcmtatiom;.inthefµtute. Ultimately~ direct negotia:tiqitSaie tbe oruy way to end;the conflict And so we· 
wouid,hope/ and we;ve seen no evidence at this;point, thaftl1e tragedy thJs week has affocted~proxi.rnify talks. 

QUESTION: Ha$ it --

QUES1JON :. (Inaudible). proximity talks, the Palestinians ·aren'treally engaging ort the issues because of this 
incident; ,isn't thatri ght? 

Ml{. CROWLEY: Actually, it's not rigl:!.t. We have had meetings already this week with Palestinian officials, 
induditfg,President.Abbas. Now, ·the meeting witli President.A.bbaswasmoreabouttht,: Palestiriian-:Palestine 
Investi:rtent Conf'eten¢e, but we would .expectto havemore meetings .before ---this week before George c;omcs 
back. And so· as far as we're concerned, tbe ,proxintltyJalks t;pntjj:rne to"mby¢Jotward, and we thinkthat is the 
right decision fcidsrael, the Palestinians, and other countries.in the region to take. 

QUESTION: Has it affected the timeline of UN debate on Iran? 

MR.. CROWLEY: No~ 

Q1JJDSTJON: One mor~ thing on the Ra~he/'Corrie -~the;nextflotilla coming. Do you have any 
understanding about Americans on hoard that ship o.r:.o$ers tli~t.rmiy.be a:~company1ng it? 
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:MR. CROWLEY~ I do not. 

QUESTION: P.J., hasanyone froin the Embassy seen tbis·guy'sbody? 

MR, •. CRQWLEY! Yes; 

QUESTION: Yes? Artdwho was thatintheEmbassy? Was it a consular personorwas ita!l FBI liaison or 
DS? 

1)1R, CROWLEY:. l believe it's-l'Jl take.that·guestion,.butlthink itwas -they w~re consular officials. 
Now, we wentto· the morgueinJsrael, so a~ ittumed oµt,.we-theflist tinieWe sawhis ·body it ·wa.s there at tlie 
-at thattime, we just did hot know that he was a duat<::itizen. 

QUESTION: Well -­

Ql.JESTIQN:. PJ. --

QUESTKON:. -- soifyo\i1ve s.een theboc!ythe11 at leallthVice1 why are you notab1e to saywhatlcind of 
wounds--- · 

MJ.l;. CROWLEY: .I'J!i not goingfo charad(eriZe --

QUESJJON; Are those the first time of the only time?· 

MR CROWLEY: I know..,... as it fumed• out1 we saw the ""'those who were killed .on the.ship in Israel. What 
·wedidn't!mow atthetime\¥as ~at itforneii o'µtone ofthemwas aduat¢itiZen~ · 

QUESTION: Right. And .. subsequently;,hti:ve yoti seen'him? 

MR. CROWLEY: ·Since·he.'s been .back fa Turkey? ICan1t say~ ldon~tthin.k so: 

QUESTION: And where isthatbody now? 

MR •. (;ROWLEY: I believe the family hru; .the body anci they are ...:ne~s being. shipped to their hometown for 
burial. 

QUESTION: Do yoµ have.any reasonmhy--

QUES'rlON: (In~udible.) 

QUE~TION: (lnaudible)toease'the flow ofgaods.necessarily.tequire agreementfromHamas,; an.cl doesn't that 
Iookiikealdnd 0ftemotepossibilitynov(l · · ·· 

MlkCROWLEY: I·thlriTC Y(e hav.e wilys of charirteling ~go'ds through the Palestinian Authority,.throu~ 
N GOs, and: ?}so with .theiassistarrc~·o:f ~sr~1 anP Egypt. So there.ilre Wa)(s of:gettiQg assist~c~. I wean,. I think 
we have, projects underway in: Gazaan:d we're .. gomg.to evalilate if we·"":: ifthere'simor.e that we. can do. 

QUESTION: Given•the.nature•bf these woundscouJi:Hetemiine ::w:l:iether this person wa51<llleP, in self~defonse 
or{inaudible} executicm? 
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MR.CROWLEY: Again; we're trying to--

QUESTION:. Is there. some reason why you·-

M,R. CROW!,.EY:: Again,, fro . ..,... we're -'we: will, look into the circumstances 'of the de<ith of~ Americ<m 
citizen, as we wo.uld do :anywhere'in the world at~ll til))ei Letu,s try to determine.~ b~st we cari what 
happen~ci. and then once we have,infonnation, well evaluate what anJ.1.ppropriate co~q;e ofaction:is. 

QUESTION:· Who fram the Amerfoanside. i?'doing tb.?t? Whois·dping the inves:ffgatioi:.i 011 theUB. side? 

MR.<CR.OWLEY: :R,ightnmy, we',~e:tcymgito;il.Sceftailjfact~., J¥nd thtiri we.have officials ·at a variety of levels: 
her~ and in Israel ate.in contact Willilsraeli offidals; We're finding out moreiriformatiQJ1. We've liad officials 
who have talked to the family. 

QUESTION: ls the FBI involved? 

MR. CROWltEY: Atthis:point{no. 

QUESTION: Have. they done an autopsy? 

•Mrt CRC)WLE:Y; lcan't Sa.y.· f.doil't-ldon'tkb,owwhattllelsraelis did.'heforetheyreleasedihe bo(l~es 
hack to"Pili:key. · · 

QUESTION: lwanted to askyou-;M~oudAbpas t:ecert~ly sen:ta (j.ek:gation to Gaza'to talkto Ha.mas about 
a.reconciliation between the PAand:Hamas. Coilld yi;>u comment? · 

MR. CROWLEY: I.mean, there are:long$J:Icling efforts Je{l gy EgyptJptryto·effect a rec:foneiliat~C>n With 
Hfi111.a:s. A.111ong oilier things;·the Pale,stinians ate overdue for elections. Th(!y:were'supposed to takep~ac~ early 
this year·®d'they 'had to·be reschedul¢d' ()r d,elayeQ becaµ~e:Hamas has deciilied to ,participate .in the electoral 
process, So we:~re not- we certainly encourage. e:ffort~ s.o thatyou pa,11---.ypu have a unifi(!d gqve,I]l111entthat is 
comI11itted ~o the peace pr()c¢ss~ Tharhas.al:Ways been.sofuething:thatwe.tbink is.beneficial. 

QUESTION~ Evett though you've designated them as.a{ei;rorist group, yo11ih.ink it's -

Mll1
• CROWLEY: Well, I'm not ~aying wh~tth.e c()rnpgsition of tliat.ttilifie!J government would be .. We have 

the red lines that the .Quartet ha¥e laid out for qwte someJhneaboufJhe·IUies \ltl.der \Vhiph we think:,pe.ople 
shoµld.beengageqin!hisproce~saJ:ldw¢'~~op~rrtoianY:~oupthat:iswilliJ.1~to·rneetthose .. conditions;. Butwe 
recognize thc'irnportance. and .~alue.ofh~ving ~~ifiedgove.rninent·that's willip:gto ?ggr~ssively:pur~ue peace. 
That:.. apci that's why we-believe tbatgovernment:shotild be 'led by :the Palestinian A,uthqrjcy; . BuUi.ke isay;. 
there is. a reconciliation process that we'ye.Jia.4 U'rl<i~J.WiiY-tha.tha;:; been underw~yfor some time to see if:_ 
and we would hope thanhat would stren,gthenthe.:hand ofthe Palestinian Authority. 

QUESTION:· P:J.,.you said at this poihtnow, theFBI'is:llQt.invo.lved. Underwijatcitc1fui.staqces would they 
g~t involv~d? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, again;let's.let-we~re:gatberi11gtilctsJtbout'tliis (:ase w~ere ·adua;lc;itizen:~. died 
. during this ineident. And ba.Sed on thos,e.facts? we' lLevalriate whether any furthednvestigatfoh is necessary; 

QUESTION: · P .J., can· I ask --
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StateDept01467

UNCLASSIFIED 

QJ}~Sl'l()N.: By who? By you, you· mean'? lmean,{inaudible)specifically~said the FB'l, and y?u.said at this 
pointno~ suggestirigthat at some point they 9ould be irivo1yed. ;\Ad I'm Wondering whatJt is 1}1atwould,triggef 
them- · 

MR. CROWLEY:. Well,1 mean;. a$ . .folh!itjudgll?cmt,yoµ're welconie itcrfalk Jo t;h.e FB1 •• Bµt anytime an 
..f\:meriCajij$•killcdoverseas, we have the ·optiOh ofevaluating.th~.circunista:nces•and if weiliillka crime has: 
bee11 ·~Pl!lmitte(i,. t~eh \Vhtldng wiili'ffi.e 'hosf .goV'.~rru:negt. we have the •ol1tipti ofo~r OWI1 ·investigation; .Let's not 
jurrip to· any .conclusions at. this point We:re. evaIU!iJing tbe f ~cts. as Vie can best a~cerlain.t.lt!!h."l· ··And 'ba.sed on 
that eva11Jation tif The information that's available;; we have i:rvariefy. ofQptions that'are available to us. 

QlJ:ESTlON: P.J;, canlask aboutthe·:Sectetar;yClintenand ForeignMiilisterDavutogfo!smeeting:? bid at 
any pofot Turks gi:ve <ll1 ultimatum :to the l1 ~s. side al).ouf the freeing .of the· activists? 

MR. CROWLEY: About the? 

QUESTION:. Freeing of the activists from the flotilla .. Freeih& of the ~-: 

MR. ·CROWLEY: As we've sa.id, during the course 'ofthenie~~ing, Foreign Mjn,ist~r Davutoglu expresseµ the 
h'ilpoftiin~e. that Turkey attached to a return ofjts citizen~~ incl uding·those. killed and injured. We understood 
fullytba~ -that concern.. We conveye~ that concern on Turkey's behalfto I~rael.,, ahdJsrael responded. 

Q{JE~1'1()N: · Hµfwhat was the tone of Davutoghi? Was:itan tilti:matum? Was it friendlyia:tniosphere? How 
was{he 1ntetaci:ion? 

MR. CROWLEY: lmean:, itjustwas ·-

QUESTION: (!nat1dible.) 

MR•·CROWLEY: Thisw.as a conversation ·amo~g allies and friends. The .fc>reigrr1llirii.sfer e~p~t;:ssed very 
forcefu.ilythe iinportance that Twkey atra.~h~d,tor¢sqJyirigJhi[iquickly. Heaskedthatwe convey, that to 
Israel. We.did so. And.we're gratified iliaHsraelresJ)ondedrapidly tt> tl:!.ose]:urkisl1conc~ri1s. · 

QlJESTIQN: Do you have an ag~ andpface ofbirth of~be dual citizen? 

Mft,, CR,OWLEY: He was bom in.N~wYor}(. 

QUESTION~ New York.City? 

MIVCROWLEY: New York.state. My understanding is hew.as (9ye.ars olQ.. 

QUESTION: And where was·heliving? Tqyourknowledge,was,helivingin Turkey? 

~CROWLEY: Yes. Ithink:he-hewas'bo1J1iil.Trqy,l';JewYotk. 

QPB!:STION: Can we change the topic? 

Mlt CROWLEY: Sure. 

QUESTION: O~ay,.two quickthi11g~. One; <ii~ you ever.gt.it a cmmnent onmy, question yesterdayal}C)ut the 
(ietaihed Kuwaiti blogger? 
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.MR. ~ROWLEY: Not yet. I -­

QUESTION: Okay. Andtb.en-

MR. CROWLEY: · rmeant tohringthatwithine.. (Inaudible) arrived before I tame in. 

QUES')Jl>"N: And: one other quick one. Ther~'s ateport picked up. by th~· ;BBC saying tl}at a fo,rmer rude to the 
chiefofltan~s·nuckar·pi:ogn1m, ~ JI1C1I1named·H9ssein}4us~vian~has askedfor asylum in the.United States. Is 
that true; orcanyou checkon that? 

~ CROWLEY: I'll checkon that. 

QUESTION': Thank you. 

QU:IESTJON: On Imlia, wm thirUnited. States grant. the foreign minister' srequest this morning to get access to 
theAmeriCan who was (inaudible} the Mumbai atta,cks? 

MR. CROWlil!:V:. Itdsfil'lissue.fuatwe.are oiscµssirtgWith Iridfa. Durirtg:the course of our d1scµssions here, 
coµnterterrotlsm cbbperation·is asignificant~priorify ·thr.~. we_ we aI1d ha:ve. :b.een wqrkfug vety Closely with 
Indian authonties on o.ur ccimmoittbreat But as ·to that :specifk.question; 1'11 d.efer to t1lc Depaitment of Justice. 

QllE~TION:. J;:gyptfan upper ho~se electlonsyes~erday -flle Egyp#iµt, Qrgariization for Human Ri,ghts alOng 
Wiilimonitor~from()th~rgroups·lifi~efepoqeg 'W~ciespr~ad irtegulanties •. J!here~s cases ofvot~b11ying. One 
,canciidate·.was ·~pparently shot in ·.theJeg,· .. Yetth~ .offici~~ el~cto~a1 body ~.w~ f!i.glJ,.Electforts :Commission, 
'llJ1lOuncedJhafthe vote wentsln.oothlx· What itifonnation•do you.have· onthe electiotJ,s ye~terd,ay? 

MR; C~9WLEY: Well, we certairuy:support free and fair:ele_ctfons ~$~·universal St!iJldwd. We are 
c.onc.emed. a~out.repor:t~ offyatj(J, apdinJeif~renc:e ~futl1e ?:hiiity of soro~ Egyptians to vote freely. We .expect 
the~gyptian-Govemmentto takeactio11t.orem~dy·any·pi-qbJem~ a1otig with proyidil~g measures to ensure 
parli~entary ~lectioµs nexffaU a.tefieeJr?in similarprobiems; .. And we also ~av~an interestin maldng ·sure 
that there is...:; thatthe Egyptian Gover@lleriHa¢iljtate credible rn¢nitorin:~ olfuture elections, 

QUESTI_ON: Well, the high c9urtsaid ·evefything went smo~thly •. Wbatsteps do you foresee :fuerri 1aking? 
What steps·do. you see the govemmentfaking.10 ensure m:ore effec~ive elections? 

MR. CROWLEY: 1'[11€JaI1~. there are ·Som¢ pt:actjcrume:asutes'that:can b.e taken. There were prop1ems wifu 
access to pol~ng statio~s both for yoter:s; for ~lecti91l llloajt9fs; Se> llieEgyptianGovemment· has it within its 
powerto i~p~ove o.n:these clear chafleni;es. As'we~v.e saitl m:aI1ythµe$, we·~ ther~ ~e Practicaj issu.es 
regatdin:g·the. execution pf a partii;ajar ele¢tior1 ~dtliere.~e broade~·issues on just.ope~ng.up..apolitic~ 
proces$t{) allo:w more .candidates and more c:ompetitive elec:tion:s. And these are issues that we ci:mtfoue to 
discuss ona Tegular basis Wi'th tbe. Qoyefrimeiit of Egypt 

QU.E$1JlON: What time is the: Secretary ;s press·.availa'Oilify and howmucb time do we •have to.file or we get 
taken· upstairs? · 

Ml{. CROWLEY: Yea:h, '.I'm Sl.lpposed to .go up.:here -­

STAFF: She's running alittlebitlate. 

QUESTION: Twas justthlnking ifstimewe gotp,utofh~re; 
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QUESTION: Just one quick question on the Iran szjc~9nsvoteb_eq1usether.e was a lot of e~ped~tionsthatit 
woti.ld be held as early as this wee~ buttllafi; rtothappening~ How close are you and how close a:re you to 
finishing .the annexes? · 

MR. .CR.OW!JJi'lY: We have work that iS contirt~ing: The Secreta!}' had ,a conVers~tiona short~ right before 
the St@tegic DJa.lpgu~ withlpdia opened~tJ:ie ·secretfily:biid·a conve~~tion.with·.ForeignMhlister Lavtovori 
this.fasue. Yesterda)';.tJnc1er$ecretacy BffLBurns had one'pfhisre~ttlar•conferencecal1s \V;itl1 political directors 
an19ngthe :P"'.~+L So .we co.µtinue to w'ork very hard on this and.we e~pecttci meetthe President's objective of 
concluding this by the end..of spring, whicJ):J guessJs lUn.e 21~. 

QUE.S'.flON: Has theSecretary spoken t() ~ybody.-'·back onthe Isr8.e1i issue -any.seriiorlsr(l.eli officials in 
the last 24 or 36 hours? ' 

MR. CRUWLEY: Not to my knowledge. 

QJJESTIQN: Do you have any update on this Jawyer in Rwanda? 

MR. CROWLEY: Stand by. He's stillin.thehospital. Pmjustlooking ~-

QUESTION: Sorty; Who's this? 

MR. CROWLEY: Thisis P.eter Edind~r. W¢ '-:h~~s .siilfin the:1J,ospita1 •. We are still ihJoµch, With the 
Rwandail Government. We ·want to be.sure that:he'.is;atcorded a:ll of his rights.. We. are in touch with him .. His 
legal.repre~entatives arein±o11ch Withhirn. ~ut ':Y,e·*~pressing the Rwfilidan Governmentfo resolve this case 
quieklyanci.wewould like to see himreleasedon,;cohlpa$sicmate grounds. 

QuEST10N= Thank yoµ. 

QUESl'tP:N: His family was seeking a meetil'.igheretoqay1 Do you.know if they got otr.e? 

MR. CR()WI.,EY: PU take that question: I.don~tknow. We are obviously~cohcenied abo.utthis and· we are in 
direct· conversation: with the RwE1I1da~· Goyefnn1eriMortcy fotesolve this a5 qJJickly as p6$sible; 

Q{JESTION.: PJ. --

QUESTION: Do. you know - is it correct that he tried to kill himself? 

MR. CROWLEY~ He iS in a hospital. Beyond.:(hat, ltin:notcomfortable talking a~ut the details. 

QtJESTION: P.J., do you have any coromenfon Senatot Webbts cancellation off.rip to Myanmar (inaudible)? 

MR. CR.OWLEY: Obviously, we?re aware that :be cho~e{lot to go to Bumi.a, but We' 11 defer to hi? office for 
coi:riinent 

QllESi:(ON:. How ~bout ·the press allegations onMYiaiul:lar's riucleai' confte,ction to NortlrKorea? 

MR. CROWLEY: What? 

QUESTION: Press allegation. 

MR, CROWLEY: Of? 
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QUESTION:. Nuclear cooperatl0n D.~tween Bunnaand North Korea:. 

MR. CROWLE~.: . Well; we are- o/e have been: cpnc~m(;!c} about BUI"ffi.a's relation.ship with North Korea, the 
transactions that.occur betw.een Burma and North Kprca; We are very cqnscious ~tNorthKoreais a serial 
prolffer,atotof dangerolismaterial§ and weapons~ arid.this issomethin~that we have.·expresscddiredly to 
Bunn a .and thaf' cQntinues to pe: a'major concern pf p:urs. 

QUESl'iON: Did youhr;:ar anythi11gfrott1. )\Jn}Jassador S-µsan I.tic.e.after her meeting with Mr.· (iriaudiple)from 
South Korea regarding Cheonan issue and when they ate brir!'ging,this issue '"· · 

' \ 

MR',CROWLEY! If you call my colleague, Mark!S:onihl<m,. I'm sure he can give you a readqut. l don't have 
one. 

QUESTION: Thank you. 

MR. CROWL1i1Y: Thariks. 

(The briefing was· conch1de<f af2:18 1p:m~) 

### 
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From: 
sent: 
To: 
sr.llJject: 
Attachments~ 

Lewis, Rob.eitB. . . ... ·· ... 
Tnur~day; Ju.ne o~; ?910 (:?4 PM 
Geiz~ flotilla 'tJlonitQring Group 
Telepliohe·Numb'ers'f6r.MerchantVessels 
CARGOMANIFES.T lmg090.jpg 

RELEASED. IN FULL 

Most:vessE!is equlppf!cl.With llifMAJ4SAT tentiihalscaJ') be COf1taC:teclvia \ancllines, INMA.RSAT OJ SkypeA>Jease review the 
following website: 

http :l/www .>inma·rsabcom/Services/Mari time/Ships Directory/default .aspx 

htfo:/lw~.inmarsat;com/Services/Maritime/Ships Directory/defau1t.aspx?ShipNaine=rachel%20corr 
ie 

insert the name of ariY merchant vessel and thE! pai't~culars. should come up. T)1e MV Rachel 
Cbrries!"lould'be.able tq a<::c:f;!pt faxes and emails that do not contain attachments. Thanks for 
listening and · havg a ,great day~· 

UNITED STATES DE)fARTNIENT OFSTATE 
. REVIEWAUTHOlU·'IY:,SllARON E .AHMAD 

DATE/CASEU>:.03 APR.2012 .i0.1004163 .. UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 
Sent: 

Goldberg, Josnua·W R.ELi3ASEJ) Il\T PART 
Thursclayi ·Jude :03, 201Oi6:12 PM 

To: 
.Cc: 

sEs~o. ·· B6 
<3azaflotill(l:.Me>nitoring (3roup ·. . . . . .·. . . ... 

Slibje¢t: ~itµation Report f'.jo;S., Gaza flotilla Monitbring Group:MGGZ01 • (SBU Version) 
· )Ufachments: oledata.mso. ·· 

SENSITIVE BDTlJNCLASSIFIED. 

SlTUATlON.REPORTNoD a· 
Gaza·FlotUla·M()nitoring Gro!!p MfiGZJJl 

'ThlitS<fay; Juiic3,·2010 · 
l800EDT 

ST~l~SFOF ~MERA«.;;AN ~tnZE~S: 
o (~l;HJ} Ai(ainlly member confirmedthatJ9y,e(l]",.oHfTurkish~American Citizen~. Furfum·Dogan; Was among 

those killed cmthe I\1AV1MARMAR;A. 
(MGGZOllEmbassY'Ankara e•mail) 

o (SBI.J) ... Emp~sy offi¢ials'1ocat¢dpf~v,ious1ylinaccouritedforJsraeli':Anlenc::im ci'tize.nJ . . .. l·in B6 
Ra:niallah. Eight.American citiz~nsqeparj:e(l.frqinTel.Avi\r tolstanbul, another to·Athens~ and. two to 
,Jordan. (MGGZ01/Embassy: TelAviVe~1nai!J 

. . .. 

STATUS·.OF ·:!FOREIGN :'PASSENGERS 
e . (U}. The•IsraeH Foreig?,J\1ini'sfur ~1mo~ce~ fux:ee a~tiyi~tsJronl. Jrelcm'cl• Australia; andltaly remain in 

Israel for ".tech:Dlcal reasonst without providing any further'irif oJrniiticm .. ·.Seven additional activists ·ate still· 
hospitalized'·Jnilsn1el .. :(/s(a~l RadioNeW$)··· 

o (SffC;J)· ~sra¢l turned over 120 detainees frartrMu.sliin.and.;Arab.ccmntries:fo JOrdan; 
(Amm~n 1231) 

OTIHfER: SHIPS: EN l!UlUTIETO GAZA 
(U} Mediar~p(}rtthelgaeli Navy intends to board theRACHELCO:kRlE if.necessary, but released no 
additional specifics. ffe/a'ar:lv) 

5TAJUS Of HUMANll11ARXAN::GOQP,S 
(SI3l'.J) Trric:k!tj~(is qf:·gooiis'arnvcd· iri·Ketem:Shalom: but baYe µo(ent~l'.ed Q~;. 1JNR.W~)1nd:]:CRC are 
waitingfor;pe:IIP.is~ion i'1'911l ]:'m1cey to ~esw~ th~ ~~ems. Jiamas'is d.isallowmg any further .entry of goods in.to 
the a:re-a. (MGGZOl/Spe,:ial.Envoyfar'MiddleEast:i':ea,qe e•11i.ail) · 

XSAAELl'. R.ESIPONS!e 
:(U} M~di~,reJ>ottISraeldeeided totelea.<;e flotilla deWne~sllµriledfat¢1yin.()rdertohelp. thetJriited.States 
gamer suppoi:tJor UN sahctfons againstuan. (ynetfieWs~com) · · 

TJllJITED ST;<\T,ESI)ER.\RT;ME~T OF STATE 
!lEvlEw A\JTnoiliTY: :sirARoNE AfiMAi> 
DATE/CASEID:'03 APR20ii 201004163 . 
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~NTEIFU\IATIONAg,. ORGANIZAl"XONS 
· 111 (S8U) Arab League: Foreign :nllnisters agreed to ask the UN.Security Counc:ilto urge an.end to the Israeli 

blockade ot·Gaza. 
(MGGZQJ.IEmb'tlSsy Riyadh e-mail) 

e (U) ·UN: Specfal Coordinator for the Middle East Pe~ce Process, Robert Seny, condemned i-Iamas for 
ra,idi~gN(}O.offites 1n Ga2a City and the Rafah crossing. . ... . . . . ·. . . · 
fAff]f1ZOJl{)ffic_e of t.lie .. United Nations Special Cootdinatorfor the Middle EastPeace Process e-mail) 

111 (SBU) .A Julie 3 ltitemational Maritime Organization (IMO)I)le<;:ting WCl5 iritemipted py Cuba; Indonesia, 
Syri~ and V:erie:z;uela.condemniaglsraeli actions~ turkey is expecteil to push ror-0ffidhl IMO . 
collde·mnation:oflsraelatthe June ?meeting. · 
(MGGZ(Jf/B.ur{?au of International·OrganizationAffairs e-niail) 

INTEltNAtIONAL REACTIONS 
o (TJ) Turkey: PM Erdogan said full.restoration of diplomatic ties withlsrael was contingent upon enc!ing 

Israel's blqckade .ofGaza. (nytimes.com) 
ci (U) Sc)utb, Africa: The ambassador to Israel was recalled June 3. (y12eb1ew$.COm) 
l!I (U} Ecuador: The ambassador to Israel was recalledJune 3. (w(lshmgtifnp}1itco#z) 
Q · (lJ) EQ: Tbe:'Europej:µl Jewish Congress called on the EU to ban.the·.Foµndation fo~ Hur:nan Right~ .and 

Fteedorns.and Humanitarian Relief (IHH) and other "terrorist fr6nt organizatibns'1 (European Jewish 
·Congress press relea~e) , 

e ·CU) S;:i.udi Arabi<t: FlotiU.a d~scussiorisinterru.pted D1eetinss between aU.S. Congressional de legation and 
niemberl?.ofilie Saudi business ·comm unify at the jedditli Chamber of;Coinmerce and Industry on June2~ 
.($gu(ff(;(J_ze#e1Al~Watan; Shams) 

e (U} UK: Fornier FKMilibaild restated the British call for an end to ilie·blpcka.de .as the only:way to limit 
Ha.mas' contr.ol over the regiort. 
(MGGZOJ/E1nbassy ofitlze United Kil:1gdo111:to:tl1eB11it£d§tatefe-milil) 

o (SBlJ) .. Au~trruia: . PM Ru~d called for an inde:peridentirtquity and arr easing otthe blockade; 
(MGGZOl/Embassy of:Amtralia to tlte United States e-mailJ 

Additional updates on theG?za Fll)tilla Monitoring Group are available 
through our classified·website at.http:llses,state;sgov.gov 

Drafted; lCFrclichlJGioeblachcr Approved: RWThomas 
Dist: State (all bute\lus), NSS, OSD, NMCC, JCS, ClA, OSC, NCTC, DHS, DNI 
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From: .R,i Icy; Robert .J 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Groµp 

CC: 
Subject: 

Sent: 

Cohen;Jonathan R; .EUR..,SE.+DAR'"DL; K.aidanoW; Tina S. 
Report.froin .. Embas~y Ni.coSiaonChallertger'lI and III. 
6/3/2010 3:52:58 PM 

I jl.Jsfgot qff the phone'with Embassy Nitosia, which We asked to checkinto the reports a ship tnay have 
depart~d lltnas~ol, Cyprus possibly.ert Gaza. Embassy sp'oke directlywith CypriotMarine Police~ which 
reported the following: 

o Challenger 111.rernains in Limassol, is seriou~ly ·damaged and will take an estimated month to repair. 
Th.ere·are cutrently no captai11, crew'9r;;pa~~erigersoaboard the ship. As they have stciteq .previpt.Jsly, 
cypri6ts have rib foten,ion of allowing ship depart:fOr Gaza. 

o Challenger!1.a diffefen~·ship; is:damag¢q and.anchored iritheMed outside cif Cypriottefritodal 
waters; cypriotrnadne poifcedo 11ot!Jelieve it is seaworthy. 

o Prev~ously, .uponl~arning ofthe Challenger Ul1s:potentialfotin\lolveme.ntwith the Gaza Flotilla, 
E!llbcissyC()nSi.tlar Qff[cer~ as~ecl CyprJ6t authqrjtiesfol' a brlefi11g on· the ship's status, Crew and 
passengers to protect anyAmcits potentlally~abocird. itwas ~her1 tljattne Cypri9ts informed 
Embas~y that the r.e.-were no Arn cits on board ~ndthe GoChad' n<:> intention of.a,lowJng.the ship to· 
depar:tfo.r·Gaia. Em~assyofficets o:f co~rse:agre¢d wi~h.1:he GoC's.cburse ofactidn and thanked 
them:for the' briefing. . 

!lobertJ. ':Riley 
Deputy. Dird:fot 
Offii::¢cif.Sou~tj:n Et)topea11 Nf airs 
U,S; .Departm:tjlt of Staie 
Tel:202~647~s12ci 
rlleyrj@stnie.gov 

SBU 
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QUESTION 

L)aJe Tuesday; 1 June 201 O 
Page >3 

Questioner Varrival<Jnou, Maria, MP 
Speaker 

Middle East 

Ms· VAMVAKlNOU (Calwell) (B9 plll),-TMy 
question is to the Minister for.Foreign Affairs .. Will 
the .minister advise the Ho\ise of the Australian 
gove111ffient!s response to the incident yesterday 
between the Il;raeli navy and a flotilla of vessels 
atlctµpting to make its way to Gaza? 

~r·STEJ>liEN•S~TH'(Perth-MinisterforFOreign 
Affairs)-] tharik the member for her question, . and 

Source House 
Prc>of Yes 

Responder Smith, Stephen, MP 
Question No. 

surgery and is.currently.in hospital. He has been visited 
by Australian officiais in 'hospital, and. Au$alian 
officialS will continue .to provide consular assistance 

·10 hiin .. T cari advise. the House, that two AUli~lfan 
wom¢n; who were also on Q<Jard one of the <flotilla 
yessels; are being detained anhe Beersheba detention 
centre. As is the case with detained Austrafian 
nationals, Australian officials will be granted consular 
access to these two women in the course of today, Tel 
AViv tune. · 

1 · ;kitow that all .member5 of the House will be I indicate to the !louse that Australian. cifficfals are 
bcith iritefosted and conc~ed abol,lttbis matter. This · workfog assiduously with Israeli offiCials in Catil:>iirr<i,. 
is a· terri~lealid sJ:iockin,g incid~nt, a .tel'rjble, and TelAViv'andNewYork-""'.workingassidµouslynotjust 
shqc,king event, and T think .many Ausifuiians. wni on th.e matt_et' .generally bµt also to seek .tP ascer:tain 
be shocked by it'l· will deal firstly with the.safety .....,hctbe.r there are any oilier Australians who have 
and welfare.ofAustraliim citizens andl41 .. AustraJian been caught up hi this· incident. I can advise the 
penriartentr~tdent i,vlto have been caug~t up fr1 this House>that to date Australian officials have received 
matter: I.deal fii::stly with the Sydney Mo,;,,in,gH~rald · no irifdrri:iation or evidence v{hich would sl]ggest thal 
ph~tqgra.pher andjounmlist; Kate Geraghty and Paul any oth~t tms@liahs have been killed or Injured in 
Mc~eol)gh .. Ka'.te Geraghty is an Australian Citizen;. this tern'l?lel'tlatter. Our officials continue to work very 
Paul McGeoU:gh is a. permanent resident. <JfA ustraJ.ia ck>sely with [sraeli cifficiii.ls in that respect 
'butfa tiJlderstqpp to be an Irish citizen a11d·tra:veliing 
cin lll1 Irish PasSPPrt· I make that point, which I would 
not notl11ally make public, because it is iinportaiit as 'it 

'.goes to contra assistance and access. 

lindica~e that both ;Ms Geraghty and MtMcGeough 
~r!'l to be traµsferred .from the city of Ashdoo to the 
Beers~eb:J; detention centre. Australian officials. have 
•been advised that, iilthecasi:.ofMS Geraglity,t;Onsular 
acc.ess .Will be granted in the course of today, T(!l 
Aviv.time. In the c.ase of Mr McQcpugh,A,ustralian 
officials haye been advised that Jrish officials will be 
granfo"d the sam~ consular accc:Ss.Australiail offi.cials 
have taken the' opportunity, 'as yoli 'Y6µ1d i:(tpe~t, of 
underlining :with ip~h officials our very 'keen interest 
in the wellbeing of this Australian permanentrcsidiint, 
wbowouid be;, as he is to me, well known to many 
m.cm.bers.of the House. So we expccnhat in the .. case: 
of Ms G~raghty,; .. so far. · as Au5ti'alian· officials .are 
concerned; arid the case of Mr McGeough, so far as 
Irish'official.s arc C<:mcemcd, consular access ',Vill be 
given in the course of:the day, Tel Aviv . time. fo 
the m~aatime, Lam advised· that the welfare.of Ms 
Geragbfy arid MrMC:Geough ha.S been confirmed. 

l'made publfo this.morning that there isanA.ustralian 
citizen, an Australian man; who has been· irijurcid 
through a gtiruihot wound to ·the leg. He has undergone 

Th~t deals. with COI;isular matters. Can [make SO!lle 
remarks in the House so farasiliis.tem"ble and shocking 
cve.nt is <;t>nGCmed. The Australian govenunerit very 
strongly believps that the onus is now on Isiai:I td 
conduct a credible and. transparent investigation into 
this matter. That inve~iigation should .of course be 
subject to the scrutiny of the international cqmmunity. 
~be ~ecurity Councii,. as we speak, is d.eali11g With 
!his·matter and may well latedn the nigh~ New York 
time/issue a statement in rcspectofthese matters. What 
is required is .a transparent and ciedible investigation 
by Israel Which .will be the subject. o~ obviously, 
the international con:ununity's scrutiny and. which, in 
,Australia's. view, should appropriately be the subject of 
S~curit)l Council consideration. 

The Australian: governrncnf s policy position on the 
blo.C:~ade of aid·or.hUDlanitarian assistance to.Gaza is 
w~ll known. We believe there should be an easfog of 
'the blockade to enable aid and humariitiirian assistance 
to •be delivered to Gaza. We have made that.point both 
to [srael ·and also in the mdst recent open sessio11· of 
the:Sccurity' Cotincil .on this matter i11 October of last 
year:. Aust.J:alian officials will continue to work Closely 
withJsraeii officials on con$ular matters. We will of 
cou.rse continue .to piit our view to Israel at. officials 

CHAMBER 
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leveUn Canberra, Tei Aviv. and New York. We await 
the.deliberations-cifthe Security:.coundL 

While it may well he the case that an eash1g of 
the blcickade would help prevez115uch terrib!e events 
oecuriirig.in' the fi.ltur~. J ·~hink all lJ1einl:le!'S 9f ,the 
-Hciu5e wo!]ld \1,lly~ thr,; view tba.~ flie o~ly long· 
tcrtn,. en4µring sofotion to sµch. m.a.tters .is ·a long­
tenn; enduring peace h1 the Middl6-East. Such a 
peace can only be based, can only be predicat~d; 
on a two"state sci!Utidn. Thal is. why ncitj\ISt this 
Auiitrhlian•.g9veriUncnt b.llt·Australian.goverrunent5of 
both.poiitical peJ:S\l,!!$ionsconsist1mtly haVC been very 
s1::1:ong suppprters. 6Ithe peace procesi; and v~ sfrong 
.supppc:terNif a two.,state solutiOn, and ihe Australia 
· govcmme!l111rges all of the1Jarties to engage !IS quickly 
as possible in the proposed .proximity talks. 

The.'SPEAKER'-I call 'the Deputy Leader of the 
Oppcisition, on a brief: indlilgcllce. 

CHAMBER . . . . 
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MINISTER FOR.FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
STE'.Pin:N SMITH, MP 

T.RANSGR1PTJQN: l'R,OOF ·COPYE & OE 

3June20l0. 

Tiranscri~t: lntervievy by. Asllleigh Gillon wit.h Foreig11 :Nfimstet·Stephen 
Si:nith,.Lunchnnie Agen<la, SkyNe:w :A~str~lia 

Main Topic: G~zaflQtillii.lncident,A.ustraHa11 women i~ Yemen, US President 
.obama~s visit, Fiji;dep~rhtti()n o.f &~eildl.M011sour>Legbaei~ 
fed.¢ral e1Ccti9!i,. shootilJg in Britain · 

J\SFlLEIQli GILLON:. ·. Some of the fs-Usttalians whow~re caµght upinfu.e Gl1Zt1. 
flotillacrisis:hav~ no:w b¢en deportedfronilsra¢1 tolsta.rtbtil. Itcomes asanotherboat 
threatens to break Israel's Gaza bl0ckade. 

Lspoke withfhe Foreign Mimster, Siep}Je1r Smit~ a shoiHiJPe ago. 

STEPHEN SMiTHi Pleasure .. 

ASHLEIGH~ GILLON: . Four.Alistr~li~s caught tip in tbat Gaza flotilla crisis:have 
now been de,ported fromis:raei:toJstanbui. Wha~s the nexi step? Are 1hey due back in 
Australia: socin? 

STEPHEN· SMITH: fu;thel~st hour or sQ,the two ~y$ey Mcmiipg Herald employees 
-J>~.ul fyfcyeoug1J;. ~ejourt1alist; and Kate Geraghty, the photographe:i: - haye arrived 
in Istanbtil. They:were met there by our'Cpl)sm:..Qene;aL rm advised $at:theyite safe 
and well ,andit'llnow be a matter·fot,them. as.~ :when they return fo Aus,ti:alia·but 
they're now. in 'ibe company. of Australian officials. 

UNntnstXt~s DEPARTMENT oF sr:A'I'E 
REvitw :Aurii:oruTY :$HARoN E AIDViw 
DATE/CASEID: 03APR20U 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED: 
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Mt Talib, ·who ·is sv.ffonzig fromthe. gunshot Wound,· feniains fa hospital.·It'sexpected 
that ·he'll be in hospital for several days but once :he!s fit to 1:ravd pe will also leave 
1s111el. 

One of' the Australian women has chosen to remain in tl:le detention centre until he is 
fiJto travet There1s pbviouSly:a:i"el?.tionship between those two.. ·· 

Tb:e second AustfaUan woman, we .eXp.eQt to anive.in: lstanb:ul jn the course oftoday 
andwehave an·officialat tl1eairporta,waitingher arrival. 

ASHLEI(}HGILLON: The Prime Minister said he ~quested that Mr Nc::tanyahu 
closely c>'bserve the :process involving Aµstralians. Has that happened? Are you pleased 
with: the Way Australians have been handled post;.this crisis? 

STEPHEN f;l\i1lffi: Todat.e we've gqtn9thi)lgto express concern about. Weji.Jst want 
to wait l.lntil we've got all o'ftbe AustraliCl.D.s safely at ban~ so to speak~ and then we'll 
have a careful review of the consular arrangements. 

We wcre:pleased~ofcourse; thatw~ were give!]. consufaraccess, :irJ.cltiding v,ihilst ther~ 
Wiis noleg~Lor diplmnatic. obligation,.:including to. Mr McGeough wbo 1s ;a·per:riianent 
resi4ent tiltl+er than an Al.lStrali~ Citize~ We',ff hf).Vea«~lOse lodk at that after the. 
¢vent Fof'the moinentwe'te now awaitjp.g·tlie ~iva:1«J,fanAu5fralian wmnan at 
Ista.nbulain'ort ahd,,on !lerarriv~l she'llbe met by one>of'.our officials; and tl1e other 
tWo wi.ll remain in!sraelpenciing Mr Talib being m a fit stat~ to traveL 

REPORmR: PJ1other ~hip crewed byactivists is now apparently onits'way to try to 
bteakthat blockade. Hpw woul<l you h(}pe the Israeli authorities deal vv:i.th that case? 

S~P~NSMITH:,We w9t1ld hope thatgiventhe'terrible·events.of the last: couple.of 
dais that.atl.pm-ties. exe.rcise conmi~nsenie. andrestraint JJie lastthihg we Want to see 
is a r¢petitfon of the shocking events of\ the last couple of days; .So we>wcnild hope tl1at 
everyone :fo: the area - everyone - exefoiSes re·st:raintandappz:oaches these matters in a 
calm way. 

REPORTER: WereyQU. disappointed thatlsrael has played down callidor the need for 
an.internal:inquiry? 

STEP.HEN ~MITH: Our position, ,the Australian position, has notchanged anc:iour 
position has -been reflected .l:>Y the Security Court"il statement. We cohtin1letohelieVe, 
as I've ·said publicly; as the Prime Minister bas ~id pubiic;1y,. a:ri.d as· y.'a.s the subject of 
a co,iversatio11 'betweeµ him and Israeli Pfu:ne' Miµister N etailyahu; thatTsrttel npw 
needs to conduct a c:redibie and=transp~eI1:f investjga~iori. so thatthefacts ate there for 
all to s~e and for thatto be.subjectto the scriitihy ofthe.iritematiom1l community. 

Tua.tis. inlsrael's· interests ·as well as tl:ie~.in~mational community's interests. 
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REPORTER: On another Il}atter, an Austr(llian woman.has been taken into custody in 
Yemen over alleged links to Al".'Qaeda. What information do you have about this and 
i~ the Govemmeritdoing anything to help her'? 

STEP.HEN:SMlTH: There are tWo aspect~ to it. Fir~tly, ~was indicated in Senate 
Estin:iatesyc!lterd?y, on tpe.a:dvice oftheDirector.,.General of ASIO, 1 ·c'1flce.lled her 
passport" a:c,ouple of weeks ago. That Was Oll security grounds fil!d I'm Mt, for au of 
the obvious .reasons, proposing to go :fµrther than that. 

She has two young c1tlldren, we doli.1t have an Embassy in the Yemen; but weive sent 
a:n ·officer from Saudi Arabia, from Riyadh, to render consular assistance. 

We have put the viewto the. Yemen authorities that the wishes of the mother in respect 
of the <;hildren should be followed. And her wish is for the chiidren to be care.d for by 
famHY friends odor. the children to return to Australia, and we're urging that upon the 
Yemeni. authorities. 

We,belie,ve .the best·outcomeis forthechildren to be. given '.theirpassports,.·they have 
thefr ow1;i. p::tsspo:rt:s, ·and for them fo retµrn to Australia and we're urgi.ng thaHiponthe 
Y~meni authorities; 

ASHLEIGH GU..LON: Did Australia give the Yemeni a.uthorities any information 
.· abO.Ut tliis woman that could ful.ve Jed. to her anest? 

STEPHEN SMITII: I'm not proposing to .go into any of the matters that wowd .go to 
th.e secii:fity infqrrriation or ariangemeritsin place. I have been happy to confirm OJ:l the 
publfo,record.that, as was indicafodin Senate Estimates by officials, that on the advice 
of the Director:.deneral of ASIO I c~ceil.ed her passport. 

We are concerned to make sure that ever)',thirtg we can do to have her wishes respected 
so fat asher young children, are concerned are,ipefand we're working very hard With 
the· Yeme.ni atitl;iorlties on thatpoint. We~ve. ma& it:clear to them that we frarikly see 
no reaspn why the·chlldren.should not be allowed to return on.their own passp0rts to 
Aus.tralia. 

A:SHLEIGHGILLON': The US President is, of.course; dealing with the BP oil 
spill. Is there a:risk thatPresidentObaroa's visit to Australia later this month will be 
dncelled? 

STEPHEN:SMI1H: We,,of course, wanthim.to come. We,understood the n:ascms fot 
his def.ex:ntl on the'pre.yious occasfon butitr these matters we lihvays .awaifthe offieial 
advice of the White House as to the .detailed ·ari:Eingements for any trip. So ... 

ASHLEIGH GILLON: Bl.lthow likely is it, do you think, that he won't be coming? 
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STEPHEN SMIJH: ·I'm, not going to get into a guessing game. In an of these matte!S. 
anY Visit by the United$mtes.frcsid~ptis a ll1~tterfqr tJie.White House to. announce 
the details .of that. We've. made it.clear that whenever the President wants,to vjsit 
Ausfyalia of course he.wiU:be weicQine<i pbtjtistbythe Government.but by the 
Parlirunentand the Australian people. 

ASHLEIGH GlLLON: A.1llu~h more :fraughtrelationsbipis:withFiji. You held 
riieetings>thiS.week with several o fyour Paciftc co µnterp!lrts aboutthe ongoing 
probl~ms With that ·c:ouritry . .As Foreign Minister~ have you managed to make any 
progress at all in convincing EijLto ·hold dernocratiC elections? 

S~PI-IENSMITH: We~l the meeting in Auckland, was a meeting of the Fiji 
Miriisterial ContactGroup which is chaired by Tonga, e;haired by the Tongan Prime 
Minister who ·is also the Foreign Minister, and had representatives either Foreign 
Mini~ters or Ministers from Aus1.ralic1, New Zealand, Papua New GUinea, Samoa and 
Tuvalu. 

We re~eived a report from ·tlie SecrL(tal:),' General of the .Pacific Islands Forum; artd that 
essentially detailed what I'd said :PJJblicly whjch was;if any:t:hmg, since the la5t time 
the Contact Group met things had gone backwards in Fiji fu an economic sense, in ·Et. 
political sense, in a freedc)[n ofspeech sense. 

So \Ve coritirtue to be very concerned. We very much wantto continue a diafogue With 
FijitQ•try and bring Fiji to democracy. 

Sin9e the meeting, Comm..od9re Bairtimarama has said thatneitfier Australia 110r Ne"V 
Zealand is welconw .. Thc:re. are ):WO pofuts a~out t1:Jat: FirStly, that's very disappointing 
and 4eeply regrettable, Secondly, this ls not abQut AU?t.rttli~, thisjs about tbe ?acific 
I§jands f onrin. e$tablishipg a Miriisteria'l. ContactGroup chaired. by 'I'onga, with broad 

·representation from the. Forum, wanting to engage ii1 a .dialogµe~ The prob1emis \.Ve 
ca#t force a: dialoglie upon Commodore 'Baini;rnarama or Fiji. A dialogue has g9tto be 
two'"way, ifcan't be one~way. 

Bilt we continue ·to wantto ·engage with Fiji bec.ausc it's not in Fiji's interests, either 
economically or s6cia1ly, to corttiliue.to be underthe rule of a miiitary rcginie. It's 
important to Fiji, importantto the Pacific Is1andS·Forum, importailtto our regionJhat 
Fiji return to dernocra~y. 

ASHLEIGH GILLON: outside Parliament House today,. bus k>ads of people are 
arrivmg fo protestthe deportation of SheildrM011sour. Whatis your message to those 
people o:ut there today? 

S~PHENSMITm They are perfectly entitled, obviousJy; to express their pointof 
vi.ew. One of the thin.gs ~e pride ourselves on in Austta~a is the right tofreedcnn·of 
exprt:ssion. and the rightto do·that i11 a peaceful and·peaceab1e way. So they're 
pctfebtly entitled to put theirpoint of view. 
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The Mirlisterfo(lmmigration, Senator Evans1 has indicated publicly th<it he's 
proposing to eff:ecfhis dep0rUJ.~ion on securify grounds. l understand that thereis 
co(Jperation hetWeenhim tsheikh Monsour] and the Commonwealth on thls point. 
People we perrectl)' entitl(!d)t? Plita view a:bout a Government decision but Senator 
Evans has. made a decision onsecµdty gr9unds to deporthiln. 
ASHLEIGH GILLON: So when the UN wrote to the Immigration Minister 
requestingthat4enot.beaeportecl, the UN was wrong? 

STEP6EWSMITH: The UN .is entitled to express its point of view. lt's nota point of 
view whfohbinds AustraliCJ.JegaUy in aI1Y way. Obviously we always give 
copsidt;ratiorttowhat a United Nations point of view might be. But, in the end, 
S~nator Evans ~as made it clear that heis proposing to deport bimon security grounds. 
And we a:-i;e al\vays, as we shoµ1d be, as we have to be, very diligent, very 
cohscierttious and very vigilanhbout our security requirements and our security needs. 

ASHLEIGH GILLON: Se~eral retiring MPs are delivering their va1edictory 
speechestod~yin parliament. Sbouh:lwe see that as ahintthatthe elecfon will be 
called·l:iefore Parliament.is due to resume in August? 

STEPHEN SMITH: This is, the standard practice that about this time when there is a 
prospect of.an election that :the va:ledietories occur in the course of the ... 

ASHLEIGH GILLON: 
resumes in.August? 

Do you think an election will be called before parliament 

S%PF!EN SMI'I'H: Well, tbere~s only one pers<:m \\{ho knoW'S that, and it's not me:Btit 
wha,twe Q.o want -to make stire from a Patliamentary point of view is that thos~Tetiring 
members dori'tmiss their!chance, and that's why tlie opportunity is afforded to them fo 
the· course of the BudgetsessiOn to make their valedictory remarks. 

Whatwe.doknow is the election will be in the course Of the. second halfofthis year 
and ... 

ASHLEIGI{GU.LON: And you~re not going to tell us more than that. 

STEPHENSMITII: Well, ifI knew) l wocldn~t tell you. 

Th,ere~s <>n!y one person who might .]mow and I suspect he hasn't made a judgement 
about that. 

Wbatwe ct9 lcnOW is that We're going to.have ari election in the course of this year and 
at some pointin the cycle the starters gun will be fired and the community after four 
we¢kswili make their judgement. 
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A:SHLEIGHGILLON: Jus.t finally oµ.a\much sadder note, has Australia. expressed 
its condolences to Britain over the shootings overnight? . 

S'tEgHEN SMITH; lhave11't had the opporluhity· ofdoihg that}lersonally with 
Foreign Secretary WilliaII1 }!ague but·atopening ofbti$iriess out'High Commissioner 
will e}(pi:e:Ss; .orj Australia's behalf, om condoiencesJo th~ British people.Jt's a, t~mbfo 
tragic ~vent. We.:have been on the receiV:ing erid fo Australia of ccimparable terrible 
tragedies; artd so our thoughts •and ~our hearts ·go out t() tbein and to the f arnilies and 
friends and foved ones of the .. people who have been kilied. 

So.it's a terrible day for ·the United Kingdom. W~ have ~at hi~torical arid people-to­
P.e0p!~ links. There ate so mariy ofus who -have travelled or Studied or worked th~re, 
and;there are niany ofus who have been .to the areas wh¢re.the atrocities occurred. So 
it's a bad day for the United.Kirtgdom, for thd3ritishpeopie, and our hearts and our 
th0ughts· are with them. · 

ASHLEIGHGILLON: Foreign Minister, thru:iks for your time. 

STEPHEN SMITH: Thanks vety much, 
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Wednesday, .2June.201 i) HOUSE·OF REPRESENTATIVES 48 

QUESTION 

Date Wednesd<;1y, 2 June2010 
Page 48 

Qu,estlor:ier Bevis, Arch, MP 
speaker 

Middle East 

. Mr. IJE'VIS (Brisbane) (2.03 prn)-My que!rtion is lo 
the.Prune Minister, Will the. Prime Minister upc!atc th~ 
House inrefotioil fo !he iucidenty.esteidaybe~een the 
'Israeli riayY anda fl0tiliaofvessels attemplingtomake 
its way to Gaza? 

Mr RUDI;> •(Grifl]th'--'.Prime Minis~~r)-1. thank the 
,rnem!Jcr for Brisb.ane 'for his ques~ioli;. L<tst. night T 
· ~oke to the frime MiriiSter of Israel, .Prime Mihµiter 
. Nctanyahu, He .'hcid just returii.ed .from Iii? yisit to· 
Cliri;ida 'and w11s ·aboutcto>go. into a cabinet ,Jl1eeting • 
to discuss t1Je<incident that the honourable member~s 
question r~fers I(), . f set orit tl;ie framework iii which 
,AtiStralfa views . this. ~gcdy in my discu5sion. with 
the Prime Minister,. and reflected, Au5qaliit's dceti 
concern5 over the r~cen\.rnilitary .operatibnof'f Gaza: 

Consisient with the :i:iublic. remarks riw:de :.both 
by myself aiJi;l by the forcigp mi11isier Yesterday, .. 
I. indic~t¢d tha.t the Ausrral.ian wv.e~ent was: 
deeply conc<:med at the loss of life and . i_njurles 
ilia~ had OC(\µn",ed as pilfl of .the IDF operation; 
furth~nn?TC.:~ that deaths ·in these cirqumstances :are 
d~epiy.di~turbili.g.,and·ofdeep conc.erntpthe,·Au.strali.an 
people; and; fuftheymbre; th11t rsrael sholild'.11t~unt 
an independent inquiry into . the incident so ~at 
aJJ the facts Can pc established and an .jnfomied 
judgment made about the ev~ts 5u:1"durtding the 
incident, of Monday. Furthcnnore, 1 reiterated that 
the Australian.:govemnielit'S position was 'tl.ii!,t Jl1()re 
rtc:eM to ·bi; ·.done to eilsilre a reasonable. continui~g 
s11pply of !Jll!llanitarfan assistance :.to the ,people 
of •Ga7.a: :i\u.stralia r<:eogriiscs the uriique security' 
challenges that the govemmentoflsrael ra·ces '!Tqin the 
gover:iirilcnt•of.Iraii; the 51.llte.of IrilI]7 and ihe terrorist 
organisations· \Vhich the Ira:qians support Australia 
remalr!~ sensitive to ·the. security. concerns of .Israel. 
Au.stra1ia is nonetheless. d~ply co~ccrncd by the loss 
oflifc in this most reccnt.mi!itarynction off Gaza, 

The: .gov~nunent_ .. gives the highl:lst priority to the 
welfare of.Australians eaught up irl .this iriCident. The 
AuSira\i~n embaslly in Istaelhas peen ii) c}ljse cqiltal:~ 
with ISraeli autlioritiCi; conceinirtg the w~ifari: a.n4 
sa.fey 9fthe AU,straiia.ns who have becnJnyolvcd, I 
can aiiyise ¢e House that Australian officiiils .:flave 
peen granted access to all known Austriilia:ils· fyom 
>vessels in the flotilla and. ihat .officia4 ha.Ye ptoyided 

Source House 
Pro&f Yes 

Re$pan«:le'r Rudd, Kavin, MP 
Question No. 

co.ns1dar assistance to . those Australians. Yesterday 
ernbassy officials visited . the. three AW;tralians ·and 
one permanent resident currently at the:: Beersheba 
detention centre, where.people ont!le flotilla have been 
taken .. Also y~terday an Australian embassy .official 
made a seco.nc:I consular vlsitto an injured.Australian 
!Ilan in an 15raeli hospital. We have been advised 
that consular access will be provided again to the 
Australians atthe .Beersheba detention centre tpday, 2 
June.We have also been advised that ail those detained 
can teqi:iest acc¢ss to lawyers . 

Otir embassy officials are working with detaii:Jed 
Ailstfalians and Jsracli authorities on :the appt'()priate 
i.Vji.y fq[\ilar9, for .each Australian given their si>ecific 
circ~1111sta.nces, We continue.fa scek,confihnatlon that 
no o,ti:ier Australians wct'c on board; F.uithetmori:, I 
requ~ted of Prime Minister Net3nyahu last night; that 
hb personally engage on· the matter conc.eqting the 
well!Jeing:cifthese A~tra[ians and these j\usJralian 
pemiai)ent rcsipems'. The :Prime Mipister indiciated'he 
would.do so. 

The events ofMonday haye generated protests i11 a 
number of: countrie.s. around the world .. A11s~lia has 
been no exception. Australia has a deep coiilniitment 
t9 !he rigbt of Australians tO ,protest and to .express 
th~ir yiews on . subjects of their choice; Wbate:ver 
the issue. Australians have that rig~~. '.That pro~est,. 
however, needs to be undertiken pc;:acefuily and 'in. a 
miiimer which docs not h1cite. orprovo~e viol~nce cir 
lcli,d any. cominunity to feel under threat Within our 
country, A,usiralia. At times like ihis; when passions 
are ~used, it is important that our comm11rtities 
Urtdel'sta:nd that prote5t activity needs tg .be.p~ace:ful 
aiid.urtdei:tii.ken iri a way that dcx:s.notfray the threads 
,that ITiaJ<e o.ur0 society the· strong. fabric thafit is. This 
is Ausirnlia. All protest activity must be undertaken 
pea~efully, and in relation to individual communities 
wi\hiri A\lsttalia none of those communities should be 
!Cft feclirig underthteat. 

Aus[ralia bas a very.strong relationship with Israel, 
a rtilaticinship that-goes back to the founding o(the 
Israeli stritennd fi,ustrali11 's .vote at lhe United:Nations 
irt 194'.7' which Vias 'the first cast in support of the 
estaglish~ent of the; state of I~rael, under the Chifl~y 
bihorgov~nunept. vie ire: friends. At tiines,howeVer, 
the :role of friends is to ·speak plainly, and that is wliat 

·CHAMBER 
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Australia has done on this occasion ill relation· toJhis 
matter; 
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· C0.l~man, Chatmaine (DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bemier-Totl\ Michelle 
T:bµra~c:iy, June.03,2010.11:3.5AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitor:ing Group 
Status of U.S. Citizens With Gaza Flotilla 

RELEASED IN PART 
B6 

From ACS TeiAYiy. please note tha(Embas5y Ankara has confirmed tl"le d.eath of Furk~n D~gan, the 19-year old dual 
national, .via. liis family iniurkeyi Post has been in coritactwith Dogan's'father, who identified his.son's remains. 
foUowingtheifrepatriation to Turkey. EmbassyTelA.viv had been trVingto l9cate Dogan among the detainees since 
beingnotified.ofpis participation in the flotilla. Dogan1s father has re.lease a his ~on~s name to the media. 

~~- . 
1. Very ea.rly this morning, CONS confitroed through MF A the departure of eight Am cits to lsta.Ilbul and one 
Am cit to Athens. The nine left from Ben Gurion Airport on aircraft sent by the Greek and Turkish 

go. v. ern.ment·s. ,'·. C.· .o .. n· su·l·ar. ··.·.ac··. c. e .. s.~.w. a.S no. t pe. nn.. it.t .. eci at B. G. !'-·.·Onward transr .. ort. ati.~n .•. w···.· .as .to. .be .the. r.esp·o·· ... n.si·b·.ility of each traveler~ M:any .mqumes were received concemmgl _an actlV!st who has been arrested B6 
previously inhrael. He showed signs of bruising all'over·his body wt!en visited hy Conoffon June 2. He 
alleges misfreati:nenfand has publicized his condition to Physicians for Human Rights and to the media'. 

2; Postlearried this arterrioon thatane of the deceased wJ;iose remains were returned to Turkey ahhe same time 
was thatofFµrkanDog;ID7 a 19-yeatoldTurkish American who we had been.trying to locate for several days; 
He is listed onthemanifestofthe 1Vf~vi Marmara asa TiJrkishditizen. Postdoes notknowofanyAmeric~ 
citizens who panicjpat(:d in ~e flotilla who remainin qetentiqn. We have no infortnation on.three possible 
Anicits None ofthem are listed on the Mavi Marmara manifest. 

1. ·CONS .has reqm~sted th.at MF A provide guidance on how American citjzerts. can see.k to reclaim prop¢rty 
confiscated by the Odi. One Amcit reported his suitca5e was left on board the vessel be Jm:nt> fi;om; others had 
property:confiscated at processing and they were .give11 numbers to assist in reclaiming. We will provide 
guidance whenavaHa.ble and will contact the Amcits directly. 

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEWAPTHORITI'.: SHARON E AHMAD 
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Boor~ or'or~Ols 

Hl.lv1a1cia Alrafi ~. (chcrir) 
Gret.cllle!rln 
Atidrey·~mse; Esq, 
~1/za."Eiiuh!re , 
l'aifil Jaouodl 
i.Ubrfo Mosarwo 
Evalige1os l'ls;ios. PhD 
Adamshapfio 

Board,cilAdvlsors 

se1101or ~mes:AtiO!!fezk 
C:nenr Bas5IOU1tl •. ~l\D 
fl~a"'1,c1t,oin~kV• l'hO 
(;reifci o·urten!:ieig 
J~~:fl~lp~,;~!'lt> 
Ar¢!'1blshoj) AtQl1al) Heirina 

· Peter Homen; ~110 
Naornil(1e1n 
Joiiniinger 
ttE Lelki Sharar 
liaroness}ennyTonge 
Aen!lus 6 Sn<:>dalgli, lti 

Gr:Ji.a·Advlsory CounCJY 

Or.M0na El~.Farra 
Dr. Jamal EH<l:louddty 

· J:.'iah!Oui i:Cibailli · 
t11. Eyad sa#aJ 
Amftid ShaWa. 
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Sunday, 25 April 20 i 0 

Prqfessor Richard Falk 

F..G •. .Hum~11 ~ights 'Pr()Je.cts, Ltd 
i:l1;1Q!E>t~r.e<f ¢harity #1;1E 246993 
e/o; Cen~aur Trust . · 
~· ·A,pos~ol os·. V:arnavas stte et 
?5'f:1 Nrso~~ l'fic.9sia, Cyprus 
TeJ: +35799 081 767 
E:m.aH: fffe~d·~@fr.ee.g,aza;org 

UN Spedal Rlippo*ur 011 H.µman Rights in 
The Occupied Palestinian Territory 

Dear Professor Fa1k, 

Greetings from the Occupied Palestinian Territory. I hope this note finds you well.. I am writing 
to update you on the plans of the Free Gaza Movement to launch an international Flotilla to 
Gaza and to request yourassistance. · 

Si11ce.·we: launclled our two:smaU fishing b.oats.to challenge Israel's neathcmietic cfos\lre of the 
Gaza Strip in Aµgust 2(iQ8, the· idea -0f ()1,allenging lsr_aers illegal blOckadc :via the. sea bas 
grown. Next month the Fi:i:e Gaza Movement, Jn ccillit\:ioration "'.ith four:.ofher ·organizations 
from the UK,, Turkey; Greece .and Swedeinvill Iaunch art.· elght-ve$Sel flotilla to G~a that will 
include t!iree cargo ships carrying btiildiitg. materials and educational suppiies,'. as well as 
niedfoal e,qu\pment,, water. filtration, materials aµd; .more. We will be Joi~ed hy 600 
parliamentarians, artists;jourrialists and'him'.um rigltts campaigners from.around tlieworld. 

Professor Falk; in -0rder to increase sup'pt>rt of intetruition_al bo<lie.s for this :mission and to pre­
emvt arguments that our su,pplies willbe .used hr Barnas to attack Israel, We' would like to ask 
your office to. create a certification tearit to assure trsnspa:rent:y for dcHvezy of the Flotilla cargo 
aild its use. 

Doiu)iIBaririski-Walker,.foccc:utive Di~eetqtofthe Repu!k!.ing Alliance; is uniquely q,ualified fo 
lead .SUch a teant We have already received llivitAtions from UNRWA tcJ facili~te Donna's 
l':nl:f:Y into Gliza from R.afah; a:nd fr6mi the Gaza Community Mental Health Programpte, the 
Palestinian N(ltwork ofNGqsfor.col!aboration. We also have contact with the government's 
coprdinating committee for reconstruction; · 

TheUN certification teai:n that we are requ~sti~g w.ould undertake to: 
Receive clear bill~ ofladlng, in:!ij)et:ted and certified'atports of departure; 
Piit in place a: gopd:Oplan for unloading the •cargo ship and insuring secure. storage upon 
arrival in (Jazaport; 
L.iaisc with ·the governmenho ensure understanding and. respett for ,the planned use of 
the rebuilding equipment; 
Have an faspection process to certify that materials were used as stated. 

We believe this level of trartspare11cy wilLmaxilni:;;:e support for the Flotilla; as well as 
cricourag·e .a rlij)lomatic push to. end the strangulating. b!Qc!cade on Gaza. The creation of a UN 
certification ream will •also enhani:e the Flotilla's stature in the diplomatic community. and make 
it all the safer for.evervone involved. 

Sincerely Yours; 

~4//~ 
Hu:waida Arraf, Cha1'~ln 
.huwaidii@freegaia:org 

UNIT '. . . .. . .. ·. . .. NT OFST,\TE 
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CQlem~n; Ch~.l'.mai.ne (QRL) 

From: 
sent= 
To: 

Casteel, Ezra A RELEASED· IN-: - FUL .. · _ L. 
Thursday, June.03; 201011:10AM 

Subject: 
gaza f lotiUc,i MO:~ite>ring Groi.J p - · 
(Reuters). Aid-ship sailing towaros Gaza, prefers UN escort 

O,UBUN·.{Reuters} ·.The aid ship MVRachelCorrie•expectsto _arrNe in_Gaza :bytherr1.orning of.June S If.given clear 
passage bylsrael,Just days after another aid vessel was:board,ed by Israeli-commandos Who killed_ nine people .. It is 
carrying 15 activists Including a ·n()rtherrt .trisb. Nqb~!Peace la\Jreate and is 280 mile~ ayvay from·Gaza .. Israel offered to 
escort the Vesseland deliver the civilian. aid for it and sa!il Egypt y.ras prepared to .clo the sa1T1e. Israeli For~ign Minister 
Ayigdor Li.eberrnan said Israel would not allow its Gaza 'blockade to be. br.eathed. 

Ezra· Casteel 
S / ES.,d 0¢rations. Specialist 
202.647.1512 

UNITED:STATES DEPARTMEN'if.OF'STNrE: 
RE.VIEWAUTHORLTY:.SHA:RON EAIIM:A:D 
DA:TE/CASE'ID: 03l\PR20J2. 2010Q4l63 
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From: carle,:'Lisa M 
To: Qaza Flot.illa JV1o:nitoring· Group 

CC: 
Bemdt,} eremyR; Zif!'deh, $i.lsanL; Smith~ J runes B; Treiber, Laird D (NEAiI-

Subject: 
Se)Jk 

ASSIST) . 

SaudiS:pedal Media Reaction tp ·Gaza f:lotilla im:i(ieriLdocx 
6/3/20tO·ld:08:02 AM 

Attachments: $e.cond Special Media.Reaction to Gaza Flotilla incident ~docK [Second: Spedal 
Media· Reaction to Gaza Flotillaiheiderit .docx] 

FYt, mo.re Saudi media rea.ction. 

:t.isa.!M. Carle 
Counse{},rfor<Potitic#fiffairs 

!Em&usy'aftJie:Vnhet{Stat£$ afJl~ 
~;o; ·iBoA:, 9.4309 
<l{jyad1j'ii6~3 
'l(11igifi,m ofS11,rµ{iJfra6ia 

'l'ekpfrorre: f966+488:c3800.~4422 
9rfo6ik:··+966'Js;.355_z145 

This¢mail is: UNCLASSIFIED. 

Pagel of l 

u~*~~F..V~.~5~·'sTATE Printed By: c:ol~man, Charmaine•(DRL)•· 

REV]E.W.AUTHOlUT:Y:SHARON'KAllMAD 
DATE/CAS~ ID: 03: A,PR 20:Ic2 20l()Ol{:163 UNCLASSIFIED 

Page 1 of1 



StateDept01492

UNCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED IN FULL 
2'1°$pecialMedia Reacnoiito Gata.Flotillizlncidento.FJ. May31, ~010 

SUlvlMA;RY: Sev~r::U P<lpers, televisio!J, and r~dio continued to devote prominent coverage to reac;tiop to 
the Gaza Flotilla. incident. Saµdi officials' coritinued:to denounce:the .attacks and t1e\.Vspaper c_omrilen:_taries 
expres~ed sk~ptieism abo\lts,eeing llD,.appropriate.resp·onse from the.· t1.S; .and the.interriCJ,tioi:lal comm11nity t\S 
a whole. Bldgg~rs -made.n,egative comments abotitlocal r.eai;:tion, e)'.(:ptesse_d sJcepticispi th11t filly sigili:Q.carit 

·action wo\}ld be taken 1n regard to· the incident; .. and. criticized. officials for neglecting internal matters while 
focusing on Israel. END SUMMARY. 

Sample.Headlines: 

"AnothcrAid Ship to. Challenge lsra.el"- Arab News, June 2; "Outrage" -Saudi Gazette,June 2 

Media. Coverage: 

Geneva,June 021 2010, SPA·-

.111 Saudi Ambassadbrto UN [)'escribes.lsraeli Attack on :Freedom Flotilla as "Massacre'' 

.o Sal!diAmbassado rand.· Permanent Representative.to the ·0r::iitec! Nations in Geneva, ·Or~.Abdulwahab 
Attar, descriged Jsrael-'sattatkas ~·a 1 flagraot violation. of international law," in whkh "lsraelrecorded 
its lack ofrespectfor c;ivilian lives." 

o During an eme:rgency sessfon held here on Tuesday by the Human Rights Cduncil for discussion of 

the Israeli att~ckonthe convoy, tie~ca.lled Qli the International community to carry out its 
responsibilities .to .pµ.tan :end to "barhanc" lsraeHpOlicies. 

Makkah; :tune 02, 2010, SPA.,... 

o MWLAffiliate Condemns lsraeli."Heincius Mkression1
' on.Gaza.Aid .Flotilla 

o The lnternati.onal Forum for Muslim si:l:)olars.~nd. ~hi11kers, an affiliate of the Muslhn-World League 

(MWL) condetnnedlsraeli.·aggressip11~g<dn~t Gaza:Aid FlotiUa. 

o· The st<itementllrged the M iJ slim countries and orga:nizatlqns to e><.tend support to the pe<lpl~ of 
G:aza and.called ohcha(itable orgahization'sto. provide t.ne.people of Gaza wjth the required food 

materials .and 1T1edlcal supplies. 

QR June 2, 20.10 -

0 S(!11(/if:{SJ1R coitdem;,s- lsraili·"state.tert0ris1n{'' demiWdrprosecµ#iJn•· The National Society'fo:t 
Human Rignts .fo.Sau.iij Arabia consip~rs.the.(fl9tiUc,i;)'attackto be:a ~·war qrime/' ·"a.tl ~ct of pira,cy," and 
·•'statetertorism,;' as Well.as a ·viola.tionof ~l1 :la~s,;norrns, ~umµnitari.E!zi tr¢?~i¢s andizitetnatidnal 
i;otiyentiort~. The socie~y enc~uragedthe intemationru.communit~ and org<µlizatiOl:lS related.to human 
rights.to condemn Israel and -b~ing:pffici*ls who ord~red:andcruried'.out this. criminal act.ta j.ustice (Al­
B,iyadh, pg;_ 6). 

UNITEI) STATES DEPARTMENT OFSTATE 
llEYJ:EWAUT!IORITY:iSID\R.ON :Fi AIIl\1AD 
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o Saudi )le_fi.Crescent condemnslsr,a.eli.1'/J,assacre 1and caiisfQ.rin(et;nationalaction: He'ad of the Saudi 
Red Cres.cent AutJlority Prince Faisal bm Abdullah fssued· teJegnuns df:conde1Jl1lation and d¢nWidation to 
the President.of the International Federation oTthe Red Cross and R.ed ·crescentSocieties and the 
ItjtematiOnal (J()mmittee .of the Redk::ross, ~a1ling 19n ~µiliorities qfvarious international humanitarian 
organizaticms to_carry1outtheithumarutariail,'and international duties and denounce the "flagrant ·Israeli 
aggression against the· unanncd dvilians in violatj.on of iritern:ational :law and humanitarian iaW'' (Al-. 
Riyqdh, pg: 13). 

QR, Ju,ne 3, 2010 -

e Fteef!om'FLot_i!la·c!~turbs a :U.S. -Saudi.economic:mee#ng at th.eJCCI: . Severa/papers reported that 
the Israeli riid· on the FreedomFlOtilla doll'liri.ated and· disttirbed a meeting between a. visiting U .S 
Congressional delegation and members ofthe Saudi business community at the Jeddah Chamber of 
Commerce.and Incl.ustcy (JCCI) on Wednesday. Attempts 1'Y the U.S. oelegation not to discus's the issue 
Wl;lle in vain; as Saudi businessrnen.@ci bu~inesswoinefi insisted tha:tthe continuous US'. St1pportof the 
"Israeli aggres~ion" in the region would have a' direct impact on the .sales of American products .. Saudi 
businessmen said the priority for 1:hern 'is to ha.ve peace in the region which wiU allew all countries to 
prQsper ecOtiorriically; A)'Qung Saudi busine$sp:ian, Abrriad Mu$tafa; Sabri; who appeared in the m,uch 
talked ab9ut recerit MTV documentafy "True L.ifo, '' said th~tevery topig should be open for discussio~ in 
a.house ofco.mmerce. Sa,bri ae(ded, "We are 11otgoing to talk about bl!sinesswhile our prother~ are being 
klllec\" (ScnidFGazette, pg. 2; Al..'.Watanand, Shams; pg. l). 

Editorials: 

QR, June'2,2010-

0 A skeptical editorial inAJ.::Watan argu(!d:. "GraduaUyt in Ught.ofthe UNSC resolution, thefoc1.1_s will 
be· on releasing detained attiviSts oHhe Fr~e4oµi Ffotilla1ships, no ton the Palestinian .people who 
ar¢tincler sj~ge i~. Gaza. With th~ start. of the usual investigations and establishfog of investigation 
committees,. eventually dm.rbts .willbe<cast on their finilirlgs. The issue Will then be closed andthe 
Palestinian.people Will continue to ·be under.siege, suffering under conditions 'Of starvation and· 
suppression~"· 

e AI~MadinaeditoriaJiz~d:. "Arabs achieved.adiplomatic:and media;Victory againstls1'3clwit1Jout· 
contributing towaJ-d it amhvithout any valuable ct~ofts. Even the Arab.Lea_gue's Miriisteri<ll Coupcil 
meeting came after the meetings :of.the u:Nsq :th;e N.',\TO and the EU .. '..· but intematjona:l reactions, which 
condemned Israel in an U.tl.prec~d~nte!i way, do notspare Arabs and •Palestinians from the requirement Of 
obser0ng their duties and tesponsibilitiestp utilize this incident. This would include a move toward 
wecl<en1ng the U~S. -Israeli relations, which have already been in a state .of real crisis for inore than a 
year." 

e An editoriaJ in 41-:[Jiladstated: "Tlieim}lortant·q\lestion is hcrw 01uch effort the U.s~ will exert to 
weaken any resQiu~)o11 by the UNSC. 'fhe U;S, ..:..1sraeii relationship itself is imcrisis .. The indirect 
negotiations betwe.en the Palestinia1wandlsraelis, wwch are supported· l?y the RS.,. are likely to resume 
eventually, l:>ut under dark clouds .ofdoribts; which will:produce·nothing, b.ut will allow the extremist 
Israeli.goverrurtentto gainm:oretime to carry cn1tits plans:• -
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QR, June 2, 2010..,. 

s http://tom~ar;net/vb/shoWthread;php?t:=l47000 a blogger comrnente~.that the "re .. siege of Gaza represents 
a third 'Intifa(ia' against Israel. The heEl!t of this Intifada: is Palestiriianbutits body is global and its 
pillars.come from. all· strands of thought and'religions;" }le ~gvis.es to ta,lc,c advantage .of it, not only [to 
raise issues] againsfthe Israeli pccupati()n of Palestine_, but also against the occup~tion ofAfghal1istan and 
Iraq. 

" http:i/tomaar.net/vb/showiliread.php?t==147120 this blogger.(Saudi writerSulaiman. Al-Salmart) 
~o:irunenteq tb,at the incidents fu Gail are only a '\trick/' aimed at obstJ1lctingtbe peace process, 
withdrawal of Araq parti~s formthe peace process, pulling the carpetfrom the Iranian support tePalestine 
and }landing it to '':friendly" Turkey, and keeping the public. busy in preparation for a riew attack by Israel 
on Gaza. and HizboUah. · 

<11 http://www.rasid.com/artc~php?id;=38015. Over 90 SaudLint~llectu:al {laW)'ers~ jou,rmiiists and academies) 
annoUilced .. their sup.Port to fue Freedom Fiotiila and ilrg~d the Arab regimes to retonsiderpeace efforts 
with the ~·occupying.country oflsraeL" ·· 

Other Online Commentary: 

Comments on Prince Faisal bin Abdullah's . .Cabletondemningtheatfack: 

m All comments approvedwhat the prince said in ,the. cable1 saying this iswhatis e:xpectecf from.the. l<ing~s son, 

Others commentedon the NSHR condemning.the attack 

a some.displayed anger toward Saudi's NatJona)Societyfor Human Rights for neglecting its duties in the 

Kingdom while commenting on human rigtits abroad. 

G one·commented that th~society sboul~ focus'onbringing Houthileaders.tocourt before bringing ls.raelis 
resp.onsible forthe atf~C~'to justice; 

t) Others said theyareti~E?d dfhearing "just}alk" and are looking forsomeonetotake act.ion. 

Comments on Al•Rivadh article 'on the Arab Foreign Minister emergency meeting onJurie· 2: 

o "The meeting is like anybth¢r he.Id .ih the past aodJh~ result will be the bre;:iking ofthe 4-year !orig siege/' 

o "1.f a decision is .issuedfrom. the UN denounc::ing or punishing:those responsible; the U.S. will. only veto the 
decision; thetrue problem isthe u~s.'' 

o Others think t~at.Arabs shoulci, cqntinuE! their"long. nap" 

o One commented that Arab fQreign.ministers s.ho11ldtake some .notes.from .trdogan. 

s Some think that this ''emergenct.meeting carne a couple of d'ays,late 
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From: 
Sent: 
to: 

Valdez, Pablo M RELEASED IN FULL 

Subject: 

Thursday; Jure 03, 201o6:45 AM 
Gaza.Flotilla:Mo.nitor::ing Group 
1\11GGZ:01: {Reuters) Ship raid must not undermine Mideasttalks-"US envoy 

BEJHLEHEM'!Relliers).~ the u,s, flAiddleEast·PeaceEiwoy said a lethal lsraeli.raicl:on1a Gaza"bound•ciid ship rnusfnot 
~ndermine indirect negotiatjonshei5mediating.between·lsraeland tt\ePalestiiiians .. "This· incident.underscores.to 
need to .make .progress in negotiations," :said Mitchell, who h.eldtall<swith Palestini.an president Abbas.· 

PabloValde-z 
r • Watch Officer 

Operations. Center 
Depc11tmenfo}state 
202~647'"1512 
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From: 
S~lit: 

Shelstad,. ~efff!SY RELEASED IN FULL 
To:. 
subject: 

Th.ur$day, June 0$, 2010~:41 Atv1 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring ·Group .... 
Situation Report·No. 7:.: (3aza FlotillaMonitoring Group )\il~GZ01 ($i31J Ve~ion) 

SENSITIVE' BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

SlTUATIONREPORT Noe 7 
Gzyza M"QIJit(}rirtg Group MGGZ01 

Thursday; j1'ne '3,''ZOlO 
0600EDT 

STAiUSiOF A~IERICAN CITIZ~~~ . . . . 
. (~BU) ~igb,t Am.Cits were· deported to Tiirke~, arriving in Istanhµ1 cm Jµne 3. One AmCit was deported to 
At.lt~.m;, MQ, twp ~e }jelieve9 to 'hav~ ·exited lsra,e1 viaJqrdan. The iocation ·of one .duill:-I1at.io11atAznCit remains 
· urumoW1l; . (MGGZOJ!Embassy Tel:.4ttiV t?fmqil) . 

STAY:OS•OF fO'REIGfM: PASSEN(i!EIRS 
(SBU) Approxitnat~ly 520 foreign p~s¢ng¢,n;. have been deported to Turkey and :Greece with the exception ofa 
:sriial(gr(>\i,[liOfp~ssen,:g~rs Who:were not a.bleto .travel, :as well as appr:oxiµlate~y five ·Wh9 remain hospitalized. 
(MGGZOLIE1f4Qtl$SJ' Tel;!ViV'e.•maiQ 

OT:HERSHIPS·EN ROUTE' TO GAZA 
Please $ee'ihe ·cJassified versiohrif 'tliis product. 

INTIERNi1lONA.lO~G~~;tz.Aff¢liNS 
ci (U} .lmSepretacy Qetjer.hl~an desc~bedlsraeli.actions .. as"count~rprodµ~tlye, unsustainable; and wrong," 

and c.all¢d I.or I~r:ae.l to. lift its blockade. of the Gaza ·$trip· immediately.. (The Telegraph)i 
o (£)) · .. Ai-a:b 1Leaeye . ~ecretary General Moussa: stated in . a :news . ·conf ereµce following fill emergency 

ministez:fa1 in.Cairo t}\a\the,Arab Leaguewil1 ask the UN SectirityCouncil to demand,.an.endto. Israel's 
bfockadeofGaza. Vl~uterl) 

INTERNA11QNAIL ~IEACTION 
e (S:SU) B$ailif. !he foµr J:3~ainis who were. on the flotilla were given a hcro;s welcome upon arrival in 

Bahrain. (MGGZOJJNEA/PD e.•maiJ) 
1<> (SBU) · Ku:\Vciit: Ihe 18 Ku:vvaitis who participated in the flotilla aid' convoy were ~:vena \Viddy".'.public.jzed 

welcome 11pon filriv~l in :k:uwah, and w(;\re req::ived at the aiiport by the prime minister and members of 
p<U"liament. (MG(7ZOJINEAIPD e;.maip. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . _ 

. 0 (SBU) · UAE: Anti-US s~ntiment reµiain:>. pres~nt throughout BAE, press:. particularly focusing on 
Pr?siclcnt :obama's· "momf co11apse•! and .support of Israel's -"barbaric~' etitne& an~ aggtes'sioii. 
(/lfG(/$()1/NeAlPD. e-:mail) . . · 

o (SBU} Norway: .Foreign MIDister S.toere stated Norway does nqt sµpport a U:hilateral boycott against 
lsrae1. (¥GGZ01JE1nkasS)' ·Oslo e•¢ail) . 

UNITED. STATES:OEP ARTMENT OF'S'rATE 
.REVIEWAUTHOJUTY: SHARON EAI:IMAD 
:QAT·E/C*SE 11>:03.APR:2012 201004163 uNCLASSIFIEP 
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Additional updates on eyent:;·inBAaRAIN~ .. ALGEIUA; L1J3Y,A;.KUWAff/BELG1UM,.andZIMBAHWE are 
available through r>ut classified w.ebsite at.bttp:/ises.state"sgov;gov~ 

Drafted: RChilttcrji . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Approved:.DLBanks 
Dist: State (all bureaus), NSS~ ()SD; JllMCC, iCS, ClA, OSC, NCTC;.·DHS; Dl'JI . 
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Coleman:,. Charmaine {DR.L) 

Ffom:· 
.s~11t: 

Benze;.Davidl< RELEASED IN' ·p·m· · .·L 
Thtitsday, June 03, 2010 6:39 AM .. · · · ·· • · · ·· · · · · · 

TO: 
Subject: 

Gaza Flotilla.Monitoring Group 
Gaza Flotilla: Reuters ~ Israel resists international probe Into Gaza ship raid 

{Reuters)~ l§ra$l on Thursday resisted calls for an inte.mational inqµiry to 
investigate its lethal se.izure of a Turkish ship bound.for blockad~d Gaza. 
WORLD 

The ~nited States, less outspoken than most of Israel's enemies and frien,ds since nine peqple on the Ma\/i 
Marmara were killed on Monday,.baci<ed calls fromthe European Union, Turkey and the UnitedNatiohs for some 
form of international inquiry. 

U.S. Vice'PresidenUoe Bi.d~n sugg~sted ;in· lsraeHprobewith international involvement. 

Tur~ish andforeign. prn-Pal~stinian activists arrive.d to a hero'swelcqm13 in. Istanbul from ·th.e g()v~mm~nt and 
leveled cha,rges of ''.vrcit:: climes" arid unjustified killings at the. Israeli m?rlnes Who stormed tne cruise linerMavi 
Marmara and five othe~ sh fps· in international waters under cover of dark. 

The a\legatlons, coming after actiVlstswere released from Israeli custody, were not po5sible to verify. immediately. 

:Israeli Finance Minister Yuva!Stelnitz, ~peakirig on ArrnyR.adio, said "there is a need for an inves~gatlon to draw 
lessons;" an apparentreferenceto·a ncirrow Israeli inquiry into the operational details of.the commando. r.aid. 

. . 
"As fataswe areconcern~dtherels non~ fora commission of inquiry/' he said, usinQ lsrael'sterfyl for a state 
paMI~ usuaily .led ·by a.Judge, th.a:twoul.d look info all aspects of the operation; includln.g d~ci.sions made by political 
leaders. 

Steinitzmade no mention ()f any:ihtemationa\ pal:ticlpation. 

Israeli~ h~we,been sl'.)ocked ~Y military video of: Commandos being winched onto the ship's .c!eck.fr6m helicopters. 
only to .~e .outnumbered and set upon with sticks by aciiVists. 

Officers say theii" men opened fire to.save their lives.ciqd that two of the ship passengers shot at them with pis~ols 
seized from ;mannes; 

Prime Minister Benjamin··N~ta11ya!1u. made an unrepentant defense of the·.four~year-old plockadeon.th~Hcim.as;. 
ruled GazaStrip ln:a teleyised·adciresson Wednesgay, lambastihgEuropean and other governments for "hypocrisy'' 
in challenging Israel's effor.ts to prevent the lra'nian~b,acked lslaniists from arming. 

He made no•mentlonin hi~ speech of any investigation. 

IN:fERNATIONAL ,DEMANS 

Political sour¢es in Israel said the issue for the government now was not wrether to launch an inquiry put wh.at kind 
would.satisfyJhevery different demands ofisraeli.public opinion and thatof the international co·mmunity. 

The Forei~h Ministry dismissed. a vote by the United Nations Human Rights Council, a forurri Israel says· is ·deeply 
biased againstit1 to form anihdependentfact-findlhg mission to look into what: it c.alled violations ~ofinternatjonal law. 

ls.rael:Wa$ stung. by.~ U.N'. iii,quhy into ttie three"week offensive it la.unchedil'l'the ·Gi:iza.Stripin Deceni.ber 2008 
which found evidence .;ts forces committed war crimes,. allegations Israeli leaders denied. 

Tt:iree TurkishJil~nes broughfsome of a total ofabout 700 people detained oh the convoy: frqm Te!AViv to Turkey. 
"they also .carfjeq the silJlple wooden coffins of the nine killed. 

Their idetitities are stilhincertain1 thouQh Israel has saidi.t believes most. of them were Turks. 

'We've been.scaredi frightened, kidnapped and .a.tfacked with ba\tleships," said Mustafa Ahmetfrom Britai.n. 

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEWAU'FHO.RITY: SHARON E ·AHMAD 
DA.TE/C:ASKID:.03 APR2012 2010.04163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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A's' activistS disembarked they lifted their-arms in defiance, but afterwards some were overcome with emotk>n and 
wept 

Several accused the Israeli army of destroying.evidence: "The sold.iers shot a do.ctor.whti. wanted to swender and 
they threw dead bodies· into the sea,;' said BulemtYildhim, chairman oflHH, the Islamic charity whi.ch organized the 
convoy. 

Kevin ovenden of Britain said a· man who flad pointed a camera -at.the soldiers was shot dead through the forehead. 

Many ()ftiiosewaiting at lstanburs Ataturk airport carried Palestinian flags ancl bore slogans such as "111utderer 
ls.rael:'1 

· 

The ~illings .bfTlirks onboard the flotilla has oroµght .the a\reactY str;ained. r~lationship between the Jewish state arid 
Turkets ls!amisH~anin9.:governrhent close to breakin~ point. · · 

Turk.etreca!led its ambassador a.nd·Prime Mini:;ter Tayy!p.Erdogan,charging Israel with "state terrorism" has called: 
. for those responsible for the deaths to be pµnished: 

Arab·states Will askthe·U.N .. secu,rity Council to demand an. end to Israel's blockade of Gaza, the Arab League chief 
said. 

The Cpunci\, w.lthisraei's ally the Uhit~d: States holdibg a veto, is unlikely to do ttiat, altl)ql.lgti \/Ve$tern powers have 
been discussing.how.to pr.essiire Israel to do more to let in 'slippiies for the beneflt of the 1.5 million people stuck in 
the e11c:la.ve. 

"OJ)ee again.; lsraeHaces hypocrisy and a biasedru$h to judgrnent," Neitany,ahu said, 

"The international community cannot.afford an: Iranian port on t~e Mediteri'anean ... The same countrie.s that are 
criticizing· us today, should.know that they could be'targe~ed tomorrow:" 

Egypt op.ened its Raf ah border cro~sin.g tO G~a inqf:!finitely on Weqnesday - a step seen as an attempt by Cairo to 
deflect criticism of its role in imposing the Gaza· plockade on Hamas, which is allied with Egypt's main lslamist 
oppositio'n. 

U.S.Niee President~iden onWednesdaybacke(:llsrael's rightto board ships bound for Ga;?:a tc:>.Preventweapqns 
srnuggling. but said .Washington was concerned aboutthe plight of people there. 

"Israel. has an absolute.right fo deal with its :security interest,'' Bid.en told 1PBS television; He stressed President 
Barac.k OJ:jama's supportfor an impartial investigation. 

"Ifs l~gitimate for Israel .to .. say, 'ldon'tknowwnat's on that ship. These guys are dropping.eight - 3,000 rockets on 
niy people,'" he :said; referring to Ham as. 

ButBiden said the United 8te1te~also n@eded to ''.put as much pressure. and as mucn cajoling on Israel aswe can" 
to allow hi. aid shipments sucfr as bulldliig mateiials. 

Hes.aid an l~raeliinyestig;:ltiQn y.rith int13rnatlorial invohiemehtmightresemble this year's probe in 'South Korean into 
the sinking of a warship,now blamed on North Korea. 

(Adc:Utional reporting by Joseph Nast.in Jerusalem,.Ross Galvin in Washington and Simon Cameron~Moore in 
h~ta.nbul; Editing ·by Samia Nakhoul) 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Sent: 
To: 

Belize •. David K RELEASED IN FULL 

Subject: 

'"{"hursday, Jllpe 03, ?OtO 6;33 AM 
qaza fl9tilla Monitoring Group 
Gaza flotflfa: Israeli FM Lie~rman backs. super;vlsed probe of Gaza flotilla 

Lieberman backs supeuvnsed .Probe :Of Gaza flotilla. 

Spea~ingtoYn~t,:FM.says Israel should 'no.ffec.tr'an~ investigation into.raid thatlefl:nine pro.-
Pales~inian activists·pead. Adds:Wewon't·tetlrish aid ship reach·Gaza . 
Roni Sofer 
Publishw: Q6.03:10, 13:161 Israel News 
foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman on Thursday called for the establishment of an Israeli commission of inquiry to 
investigate the raid on the Gaza~bound aid flotilla, during which nine pro-Palestinian activists were killed. 

Lieberman saidthe;jhvestigation mustbesuper"JJised ?y iroparticil fqreign officialS.Jndustry, Trade and Labor·Minister 
BinyarnibBE!r:i-Eliezer arinounced. earller.thathesupports.the ~establishrr:ient.ofab interna1ional commission df 
inquiry to probe Mor)l:la:Y's calamitous raid. 

"I .have no fear ofan investigation committee into the operation agair'!st the· Gaza"bound flotilla'. We st)Quld nqt be 
afraid of.any oommissioniafinquiry. I spqketotheprime·mJnisterWhile hewas in Canada. ltqld tilm.therewas 
nothing to l:le. r,ifraid of anq tbatwe should sef up a tran.sparent .commission oHnquiry h~ded.by ;:i s13.nlbrjudge, 
such asfonner Supreme·GourtpresioentsAbaron'Bl:lrak.or Meir Shamgar," the FM told Ynet "If th$y'!l:ask·to 
include foreign overseers inJheprobe-we'll Include tlierri!" · 

As forthe lrish~owned ship Rachel Corrie, whic;h is·attemptin~ to re~~hGaza, the foreign minister: said th~;'we are 
in tol,Jch with Ireland, :fn any case, wewon1t letthe .boat reach·the shores qf Gl:iZ.a. We'.ve explained this to 1he Irish.'' 

Askedwh~therheWoul~ sugg~$tmilitary action·agii!i11sf.theRacheil Corrie; Liebennah said onceagain,''Wewon't 
letthe .Irish ship teach Gaza's shores," 

1-ie said the'annywas qrqwing the necessary le$Sons. from the raid on the Turkish ship M~vi Marmar~; adding ·~there 
is no doubt that they (!bf:) wi.11 be· better prepared for the. next ship;'' 

Th.e foreign minister criticized· the UN Human. Rights Council's c1ecision ·to launch. an ·international i.nvestigation. into 
the. raid. 'We'vealreaoy.seen th.e term 'human rights' withJudge{Ricl:lard) Goldstone, who is responsible for 18 
de;:ith sen(ences du~ng ttieiapartheid regime in South Africa;" he .said. 

Ueberman.saidWashington's responsetotheflbtilla affair was. encouraglpg on:the whole, ''The latest st.atements 
from offic;ials in th~US admlnis.traticm were very clear and very.objective, there are .problems and we don't see .eye­
to-eye on e\/erYthing, but I'm not concerned." 

US.Vice Ptesic.lentJo~l?ioensaid in an interview on PBS's "Charli~ Rose" show.Wednesd~iytbat'~lsrael has an 
absdh:ite righrto deal with 'its security Interest. · 

"They (Israel) have said, ~Here you go. You're in the Medite!"fa11.ean. This ship- ifyotrdivert slightly nortti·:you ~n 
Lil')k>ad)t·cihd We'll get the stuff into Gaza.'' So What's lhe big qeal'.here?" Biden said, 'What's the.big deal 'of insisting 
It gp straightto :Gaza?" 

$ talk back ~·Print $l} Send.to frierid 
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Co•~man, Qhatrnain~ (ORI.;) 

From: 
sent 

• To: 
Subject: 

Benze, David K 
Jhµr.sdaY; June 03,.2010 6:26AM 
G?Za Flotilia Monitpring Groµp 
Gaza Flotilla: Saudi Media Reactioh 

RELEASED IN FULL 

Freedom .. FlotillailiSturbs a U.S. ~audieconoltZjcmee#ng at(he JCCI: Several pr:zjiersreported that the 
Isrnelfraido[l the FreedomFl6tifladoinfuatedand·.distifrbedameetin~betwcena yisiting U;s «'.:Qngressioµiil 
delegation .and.memoers?f the Saudib~ip.ess c:ommunity at tiieJeddhliChaiilber of Commerce and Industry 
(JCCI) on Wedne~day; Attempts by the U.S. delegation not to discuss the issuewerein vairi1 as Sau.di 
businessmen and bu.sines.swomen irisisted that the continuous U;S; support.ofthe ''Israe1i.aggressio:n"intbe 
region. wouldhavc a direct impact on the s.iles o~Arnerican~pi:oduds, Saudibusinessmeh said the priority for 
them is to hav~peac;(! ln the region which wHl allow all coµntriestp prosper· ecqnoxnica1ly .. /\, yo~ng Saudi 
businessman' Ahmad Mu?tfl:faSab.ri, whp 'aPJX!arcd ip the much talked,aboutrece11t MTV docurneptary "T1J1e 
Life," sai~Lthafevery topic·sho:uid be QpenJordisc12ssi9~ in, a house ofcominerce. Sabri added/'We are not 
going tqtalkabputbusincss -While ol.ir brothers are being killed',' (Saudi:Gazette; pg. 2; Al-Wa(anandShams, pg; 
l}. 

UNITED.STATESDEPAR1'.ME:Nt •. OF• STi\TE 
REVIEW A:UTHOIUtt:S:HARON E:AIIM:AD 
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RELEASED IN FULL 

From: Dajli¢ls •. Cherrie s 
T (): Gazjl-Fiofilla. Monitoring Group 
CC; Os1p, PAS; OslO, Pe1Ecqn; Seilnger, ThomasB; Peterson, Julie Anni:! 
Subject: ·.MGGZOl: Norw~g~an FM St0te !Qpposes Boycott of Israel, according rto Media reports 
Se:nt: ·6/3/2010 s:26:o·sAM 
Monitoring Group i:111dc~VR/N6 colleag\JeS - Here is :Enibassy Oslo public affairs section's Gaza Flotilla 
related media reaction·for today-the top story:is es.pecially noteworthy. 

Che~rie S. Daniels 
Counselor for Political and Economic Affairs and.A/DCM 
US; Embassy Oslo 

Thi$. ema\l 1s UNCLASSIFIED~ 

Fram: Naess, Petter 
sent: Thi.lrSd~y,. June 03, 2010 10:39.Al'".I 
$libject:Oslo press biief, Th:ursday ,June 3 

Osl.o press briefingTJ:iurs~ay; )une 312010 

News/Commentary 
(U)flVl st1Meopposes•boyc0tt (V'.G16~17) Nol'Wegian foreign,Minister.JOnas Gil fir St¢ re says: the demand 
for qoyc;O:tt oflsrael Is anexi>ression off~ustraticin thathe underst<lnd!i and shares; but tie ls against a 
uni19teral Norwegian b_oycott,whic~ would mean c:losing a.door. He :notesthat detail$ on what 
happened ciorlng .the be>ardingare stlli unclear; Emba~sy. p()l.~coh section note: This commentwas likely 
g~nerate.dby l\ed~'Green Government coal.ition .in.ember Kristin·. Halvor~en~~{Education·Miriister, from 
the Soc;iallsUeft Party). suggestion of a boycgtt of Israel In previous days; .as well as by opinion.pollirig, 
reported June 2 showing a, majority ofNorwa'{spublic supported'a boycott and thoughtFM S~flll'.e's 
reaction to that point had. been too mild. SeeJun~ 2 meqla r:epprting arid:June 1 MFA press release at 
bottom.ofttiis email. End note. 

In a· column in Dagens NretingsliV.yesterday:(Profession:;HostaqeJ Bj~rn Gabrielsen-one' efa n~w breed 
of"fr~et.hirjkers~'•(Aslak.Nore is 'another)·.comino-nly associated wit.h• the_ l~fibtibwhq:resist lefti.s.t 
orth.0doxv. o.n Cl r_ange of i~sues - slarnrr\e¢:wr:itel' Er'le!id toe .. foirparticipating il\a prot~st outside-Jhe 
Israeli .embassy andtherepy becpm ing a ,p~ppetfor::~erre>rist groups Haln'75 af:!d Hizbdllah., Loe made it 
quite,clearthat he neither hated Jstael or Sl1.Jipot;teo l;lamas; but:_nee~e~to protesnhe lsr.,eli operation 
againstth~:ship an.d express:soppo.rtforthe people 'ofGata,_Jhe Gabrielsen/Loe qeqate ·h(]sals.o be(;!n. 
pkked up .. by Dagbladet .. ?ette.rEide, .s.~crefary G'e.ni?ral.of Norwegiah'Pe~ple"s Aid, writes .~hat 
Gabrielsen's crii:icismofloe - and.SwedishwriterHenningM~nl<eU (Who pa rticip~ted in the convoy) as 
"u~efl1l idiots''·fi:fr Ha111as ts a red herririi::; the issue is so!idarit'{ withtl:le peopie of Gaza· and tl:lekilling of 
civilians in internati9nai waters(DB6S) · · · 

~ca.e;~E8FSTATE: 
REV1EW A:UTHORITYiSHARONE.AHMAD 
DATEiCASE.rn: 03 Al':ll2012 201004163· 

Printed .By: Colen:ian, Cl:la.rm.aine (DRL) 
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In Aftenppsten PerAndersMadsen emphcisizes tli~tll:>F soldiers were incontestably out df line, boarding 
a ship arid· shooting ciyUians In iryternational wat~rs. autan evr;!nt ctins;sts of more thanJhe most 
evidentfacts/and David Grossrr<1n~s artide in AftenPc:>.sten yesterday- in which he assel"ted thatboth· 
1DF arid the'Gaza pilgrimswere hoodwinke,tj ~y:th!'! t~rki~h ba~ed organiz~tion IHH-coll1plicates the 
story, and should be a warning.to those who would simplify complicated issues; In an op·ed in VG 
HanneSkar-tveit {Mutua}fear- andwitb got:1dredsan/VG2-3Jalso understoresJ!le complexity of the 
· conflict,.and,alludes to Grossman al')dthe.alleged IHH'tiesto ·Al Qaeda. 

'Ingrid .B.rekke ·'( Cont:rofled.Jf!forma tfon AFtK9,) writes that'it" is disturbing:to realize.how easy it was fqr 
lsr,aeli authorities to control the flow of informationJrom~he event.and ensure'thatthe w.orld·bnly had 
acces$to one versi(l)n. In this ci&e bf instantinfcirmatloh, ittook <,!lmbst 36 hour~for eyewitness accounts 
to reach the outside world. Dag Tuastad of P~IOWritesthat no solution in the Middle East can be 
achieved u'htU the West r:ecognjzes Hamas~ (VG46) 

Editorials. 

DAGBLADET 

. i\lotcredj~'e} 1'rL1thi~Jhe fi~t casq;llty of war .. Israel arg,ues a)toatcommardos h<id e~pected n.o 
resistance 'from dernonstrC1tors an.ti: b)that.they koew. ships were foll ofmilitantactivists.w!Jo were out to 
make trouble and therefore had to intetvene. 

AFT=Aftenposten 
:VG=VG 
os=tj~gbladet 
DA=b~gsaviseri 
Olil!=Dageils Nieri ngsliv 
KK= Kla~sekampen 
c=cove,r. 

;Excerpt fro,m ~un~ 2 Oslp press brief: 
OSio pressl:!iiefing V\/ednesday;Jµne 2,2010 

News/Ccimmentanr 

Israel 
Tne cover ofAftehposten, as well ass pagesJriside the newspaper is devoted to the inti dent a boa rd the 
Free G.aza Flotilla;.;i\fterjposten'sUS,CotrespondentAlfO\e Askrepo(ts,pn UN.activities; and has a 
pict.ure .o.f US derQqnwatorsd.em.alJd.in'g·tl"\atth.~.us stop. aid to Israel.John·. ttattro. compares.tbisto tl:te 
massacfesin Sabra .andShatila ln.198~;·as a11other timethat.lsra.el serlouslydid··not careaboutwhatthe 
wofli:l'.y.jould thihl<..(He emphasi~estfiafJtwa!; different,. however, .in thatthe·m.eC!ia. was not hindered In 
their wor.k atthattirQe, and,thatthe .1982:massa~re clid have sei:!pus ;rnrriifi~citionsfc)r: Israelis.involved, 
whereas today, t~e Israeli goyernmentls Wor~ing to def~nd what happened .aboatdthe ''Mavi 
Marmara"). Both Harbo and Askwrite thatTur~ish~lsraE!li .ret~fionstiave been jeopa~dii.ed, ahci thatthis 
mightharripei"theefforts in the .l.JN to.make·sanctions a~ainst lran.strkter. 
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Aftenposte,n comrnentatorHarald Stanghelle writes that the Israeli government is betting that the 
outr:age wilLdie out, and that no one i.n the end will demand betterment.for the Palestinians in Gaza. 
Kjetil Wied,swang in Dagens Na:!ringsliv writes thafitis in. nobody's interest to remove the.bloc~ade on 
G~~a ...... We (Sra£!ii right wing has rrothing against showing Ha mas.from their bad side, Egypt does not 
wantto let radical lslamists.intotheir own society, and Iran is providing weapons to ·Ham as to get.at 
thei(main enehiY Israel. In most Arabic countries in the region, authoritarian Jeadersare targeting their 
populations' anger against this blockade, ratherthan at their own misrule. 

Dai/.id.Grossrrian, an Israeli author, writes that the Israeli Government went into atr:ap, and that only a 
veryui:isur.e, p(lnk~ed, .;nd confused.governmenfwoiJld do what Israel has done, and that the Turkish 
religious fanatfos who organized the Free Gaza Flotilla knew to take advantage ofthat VG seconds this, 
and writes that one ofthe organizations behind the Flotilla, Turkish IHH, has connectjons·to Al-Qaida, 
actordi11gto.a D<lriish reseai:ch report. Dagbladet's editors call the Israeli decision to board the ship 
d!sastrp!Js, andtbatthey now have l.ostTu.rkish support. Dagbladet focuses on the Swedish writer, 
Henning Mankel!, wbo: was also a part of th,e flotilla, <iswe.U as op the thr.ee Norwegians who spent 
yesterdayin Israeli prison. Henning Mankel! in VG calls the Israeli government pirates. 

Page3of4 

AftenPC>stenmo ari.~ NRl(:.no write that Hillary Clinton refuses to conclemn Israel after the incident, but 
Dagsa'iisen's editors point outthatthe ·US did agree fo the UN Security Council cond.em.nation qf .the 
incidentye5ti:!rday. SV~s leader Kristin Halvorsen had suggested a boycott, which most i:m>minent.1.abor 
po!iticrans say ls notappi:op~late.·rodav., VG~s ecli'tors secon(f thisopinion, and write.that th~ best way 
to~~tJsrael. to•stop the.bl0<:adl;! Qff:ijaza.is ~hroughopen communication,·11otU~rougtl a boycott. 
Tf'iroµgh a poff In VG, where 1028 people ansWered,VG writes an.article about h()wJhe Norwegian 
per)plewant a bpycQtt, and are of the. opinion,thatJonas Gahr St~re has reacted in too mild a manner. 
Meanwhile; NUPI dir~ctorJan Egelcind hopes that this incident can result in (!O opening of.the 'Icing 
blocade on Gaza, atcordingto Dagsavisen, arid he says to Klasse~ampen th.itlsrae.1 nowsnould expec:t 
ship upon ship l\eac,led towards Gaza. He also encourages ·Norway to work with the UN andthe us about 
creati~g a l:lUll1i:!nitarian ~orrjdor for· necessary goods to enter Gaza. jAFTc, 15-17~ K3, KS, DSi 2, 12-16, 
http:/lwww.nrk;no/nviieter/\ierden/1.7149338, 
hffb://www;~fterh?Osten.no/nyheter/uriks/artide3675578.ece VG, 2, s,.9, 10, DAc, 2,3, 16,..19, ON, 2,.KK, 
12•13) 

Petter Nress 
lnformat!on• Resource Director 
Arneri~an .Embassy 
Offic;eof PublicAffairs 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Pi'.!2155 rel¢ase; ·01.06.2.010 

Norway supports the Security CouncH'"s demand ,for al 
transrparerit,.imp.artial .inve$ti.gation of· the Isr;aeu operation 
against ithe Gaza convoy 
In a.i;tafoinent dated 31 May; the UN Security Council condemns the act$.that.led to the ross of 

dvlliarl.lives .when Isra.eli n.aval for~s boarded th~. convoy carrying humanita'rian assis~ance to 

Gaza. 'The $tatement underscores the need ¥pr a prompt, impartial and credible lnveStlgati'on. of 

the. Incident. 
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"T~e Security Council's statement shows that the entkeiliteriiatldha! torninutiity conde.mns the:lsraeli ~al.d 

on thf! convoy ·carrying humanitarian asslstance·tO .Gaza. I welcome the Security ·Council's demand for a 

tr:anstnirent arid impartiaHnvestigation of the 1sraelf rnilit~ry opera~lon, whlc:h is something I also took up 

with the UN Secretafy~General yesterday. It is in Israel!~. Interests to cqoperate on such an investigation, n 

said Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr.St0re. 

Page 4 of4 

The Security touncll stresses that the sltuatioQ in Gaza Is not sustainable and underscores the need to a flow 

necessary goods into the area, 

"Norway has repeatedly called for an end fo -the blockade ofGaza so that huma.nJtcirian aid and other 

necessary assistance can reach the Pcilestililan population. This ls important not least to e_na.bl.e the Ad Hoc 

liaison Committee for Assistance to the Palestinians {.Af.IL;C) to .fulfil its Security Council mandate concerning 

the reeonstruction Of Gaza. after the; war," said Mr Sl:Ore. 

ln·itsstatement, tne Security Co.uncll ca!lsforf.ull tonsu\ataccess. to those wnowere on board the ships and 

who are now detained in Israel; It also:Cillls on the Israeliauthorities to release,those detained aod their 

~hips. The' three Norwegian nationals whd wer'e on boa.rd·th.e convoy liav.e been identified by the Israeli 

authofitlesi arid are now being< detained In the -j3eer S.heva prison; 

•\rn lfhe with the Security Council,. Norway cC)lls for fulLconsuicir ac;cess to the Norwegian nationals involved, 

and for the nnmecliate release of. those d.etained. We have made this clear to the Israeli authorities, •rsaid 

f~reiQl'I Minister St~re. 

http://www.regjeringen.·ncs/en/dep/ud/press/News/2010/investigation israel:htrttl?id=60655:7 
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Valdez, Peiblo M RELEASED IN FULL 
Thursday, June 03; 201 o 5:18 AM 
(3aza FlotHlaMonifo[ln~Group 
MGGZ01': (Reuter~)lsrael resists rr:iternaticinal probe into Gaza ship raid 

JERUSAtErvf(Reuters}- rsrael t.esistedcall.s•fdr;.in ir>ternationalinqliiM;toinvestigate itsfothal seizure of a·Tur;kisbs~ip 
bouhdfor.blockadedGaza .. lsraelifinimce.Minister·Steinitzsaid 11t,here is a need fcir,an investigationtodraw less.ens'\ an 
apparent reJeren.ceJoa narrow Israeli inquiry into theopen1ti_onal:details ofJhe comrnand.o raiq. liAsJaras we. are 
concerned there is::nµ need1or a comrriiS~icin ofinqlliry,'' he said; using lsrael'sterrn·fora statt: pimel, 'usuaily.ledby a 
judge~ that would lotik into ail aspects of.the opera~ion; including deci.sions r:nade by political leaders. 

Watch Officer 
Operations Center 
Department of State 
202~547,1512 
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Gai:a Floijlla M~mitoi'ing Group . . . To: 

Subject: GAZA Flotilla: CNN: AnotherGaza ShowdoWALoorning 

(CNN) .-The next.showdown over Israel's naval blockade of Gaza could come as early as Fnday as an lrish;,owl:led 
st:iip filled With humanitarian aid steams into the region. 
The f{achel Corrie, nafileci for an American activist killed in Gaza several years ago; was expected fo arrive late· 
Friday or ear'lySaturday off the c0ast of .G~za; The vesseUe.ft Ireland· laden Wjfh :550:tons of cement; educational 
ma'terials,·foys and~medical equipment - the latest effort by peace activists to deliver humanitarian goods and break 
Israel's bloc~ade, according to aid organizers. 
Free Gaza Movement a.ctivistDerel< Graham said that the plan was for the Rachel Corrie to be unloaded in Gaza 
arid then return to, Ireland, 
Theirish ·goyernmentasked thaFlsrael no~ interfere~ 
But an lsra.ell government official.who spoke on backgro1,1rid because of the diplbrnatlc sensilivity oflhe ;issue told 
CNN "the lsraetrgovernment:h;· offerin~Vto. reeeiye the ship's .cargo, as: it has offered: other vessels ifitdocks at 
(lsrael's)Ashdod port The lsraelLgovemmerit Will. unload the cargo, screen it,. and deliver it to Gaza." 

Thpt Wasthasal11e deal reject~·bythe floti1Ja1of six shipsbeforel5raelic0mmaTldos attcick~dol1e!oftheltl Monday. 
Irish Mii:iisterofforeign Affairs Micheal Martin told tlie lower house of the Irish Parliarnent,the-Dall,thathe had 
askedt~~d$raeli ambassadodo convey to bis governmenthisrequesfthat, ''following th~ ~g~y which.has 
occurred, the R9chel Corn~ be ·all.ow,.ed to continue uriimpeded; and to deliver its .cargo to Gaza.'! 
'W!:!Will .be Watching this situation very closely -'- ~s ind~d will the wqrld - and. it fa.imperative that Israel avoid any 
action which l~ds to fu.J1her b!Ood$hed," the foreign mirilstersaid. . . 
More such ships rrtay.be~on the horizon. The EuropeanCampaign to End Siege on Gaia ann0uncedWedhesday it 
has enough rnoneyfo fund.·1hree more ship. s .in.a·newfleetto Gaza. 
On Wedriesd~y.· Israeli Prime Mihister Senjamin N~tanyahu defended '.his countr:Ys actions that led to the deaths 
M1:>nday ·of nine aclivi~ts abparcUbe MaVi M~!Nlara, a Turkish· boatladenwith humanitarian supplies for Gaza .. 
Netanyahu said the goal of the intemationalJlotj!la had J':)een to penetr:Gite l~rael'.s blockade of Gaza, Which he said 
was n~eded tp halt tl1e ?hiPJl'.lenfof we~ponsfrom Iran to militants ih Gaza. 
Speaking in a.nationally televised, addres$, Netanyahu salci the state has the responsibility'to stpp·every vessel 
bound for Gaza, includingthe ~otilla that was targeted Monday. 

'That was not a iov.e boat. ThatW<,\s a· boat of hatred. It was not a peaceful flotilla. The soldiers who boarded the 
ships were attacked .by Clubs; batons and .knives." 
An attempt qyJsrael to•¢eliver the ~oods frcim the flotilla was rejected, the IDF s:;iid Wednesday; 
Palestinian sources confirmed that.trucks that arrived .frornlsrael atthe Rafah terminal at the lsrael~Gaza border 
were b;:irre.d. fl-om, deliveringlt-ie aid. 
Ra~ed Fa:tooh, in charge.of the crossings; and Jarnal,Knudari, head ofa committee against the Gaza blockade, laid 
out.i:tie,folloV1,ing.conditjons for tl')eaidto be accepted: lsrael·must.releasealltlotjl!a defainees - a~d·represE!ntative5 
of the .. Free. G.aza. Movement; ·WhJch·'orga/iiz~d. tne flotilla,.mus!· deliver it. 
lsrel,el had .releiJsed .all foreigiJfll?ti.lla detainees byWectnesday, but four lsraelLArabs remained in custody. 
Three Turkish Airlines:planes carrying 466 c:1ctivists and nine bodies landed Thursday morning in lstahbul, an official 
said. 
Their numbers included several·wouhded people, Turkish Deputy Prime MinisterBulent Arinc told CNN, 
Most oftl)e:pa$sengerswere Turks, who made up the majority of the activists. in the flotilla. 
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The commaotjo. raid thal'ledfo the deaths l:;ontinl,led to .draw: international condemnat\onWednesday;and sparked 
outrage in the streets of world capitals. Demonstrators ~l59:(iecnep Israel's ong·oing blockade of Gaza. 
''Foryears; many iq the international communlt}' have beencoropliciUn a policythat aimed atlsolating Gaza irt the 
hope of weakening Harnas,'i said iheJntemationatCl:isis .Group, a think tank'tticitdenot!nced the Israeli action. 
"This policy is mor~lly appalling an~ pelitically self~defeating. 1.t has harmed the :people otGaw withou~ loosening 
Harnas' ·control. Yet it has persisted regardless otevid~ilffallure." 
Turkish .officials :W.ei'~ seethin,g. The cguntry's J>rime minister Jaunched.:sfrong rhelbric a,gainsHhe J,ewish state - a 
onetime close ally.- and lts:ambassado(hasbeen yankep from TelAViv. · 
AU.$. pfficial:said· Turkey will cancel :a:l:rilateralrnilitar)' .exetcisewith :the United· States and Israel setJo.r Augustin 
the eastern Mediterraneati:Sea. . ~ . . . 

Attorr:ieys fora Mu.slim hum;anit~ric1n group hax!=diled ~ petition asking Turkish p'rosecutors to. sue>lsrael for murder. 
The lsr~eli state attorney general's·office, in a:responsEfto the_High Court cm two petiticmsregardi!)~ theflo~lla,. 
defendedthe Israeli ac~ions. Wedne~day. It said the "Hainas terroristorganization" controls Gaza and is intent on 
deliberately assaulting civilians. 
As a result;israel hasworke~ to thwart the in1Utratioh of weapons and ordnance from tunnels betw~n Egypt and 
Gaza ahd has imposed a navai. bi.ockade on Gaza tq §top the V{eapons ~r:nugglln~. 
As for. th~· Rachef Cor:rie,1 the free Gata MoV.¢men't said customs officials .. and a senator from the Ir/Sh Green Party 

J inspected :the vessel ahdfound·no weapons. 
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·se'nze DavidK RELEASED IN FULL 
Th\lrsday, Jun!'l.03, 2010 5:()8 AM 
Gaza· Flqtilia Mo'11ltorJngGroup 
GAZA.Flotilla: AP: lsraeHzyiiig.to.Jimit d!plomatfc:damage from raid 

JERUSALEM· (AP) .,. In an· .atti=mpt to limi~ :th.e diplorna~ic damage f'fom ii:$ d(:!adly raid On i;I Gaza-bound ald 
flotilla, Isr:ael dr:opped plans Wednesday to prosecute dozens ofpr-0-PaleStin(~m activists, opting instead to 
deport them an imrn:ediateJy; 

The s.tuonipg reversal came as Israel .faced incr:e(islr:igly sharp ~n~ernation.al conderrma~lon tor Monday's. 
higp:-seas·rald that ended 'when. Israe'li commandos kllfec;l ;nir:i~·CIFtivist$. The outcry Jn.eluded accusations of· 
war erirhes.arid, a· dedsion:by Nicaragua. to .break.diplomatic relationswlthisrae.1 over·the,ra.id.. · · 

But IsraE?li offtcl.als sai~ the decisi6fl.not ~qprosecute any of the: activists - despitE;rsuspJc:loqs· that:they 
were senbto atti]ckJsrae.liforc;~s on the ship:-.was primarily ah attempt to corwol the damage to Israel'.s 
relatioqs,wttl:i Turkey, anl.Jl:lQfficial sponsor Qfthe•flotllla.Th'e officials spoke 1 on condition .. of anonymity 
bet;;(IUSe:they were '.di:Scussipg se11.sltiVe di'plohiatic isst.ie:s. 

ISrael is anxious to patch up ti es with j:\nkai;a be~use It ls the JeV\fi.sh s~at~~s mpst important Muslim ally. 
AU east four '.of the.nine 'killed were Turl<i$h 'and the sl)ip ~.srael atb:1ck¢d wa$ Turkish. Israel ordered 
families ofits diplomats qutof that:coun~rYCI day after Ankara branded: fhe raid a "massacre." 

Turkish JaY'{mi'l.l<er$ co11tlriued to expresstheir otitrage Wedrn~sday, caJU.ng o.n their goyernl")lent to review 
its politl~al, military and economic ties with Israel. the lawma.!<e~s als.o said Israel n1ust ,formally apologize 
'for t!;te raid, compensate the vlctf ms a.nd :bring those respon?ible .to jqstice, 

In a step aimed (!tca\t'l1ibg thefudbusresponse, Israel announced Wednesday that. it would deport all of 
the .. activ.ists ;by day's end. 

TheY received a hero's welcome in Istar:Jl:n:.1/ '. A fei.:vthousand jubilant relatives cind supporters; wa.ving 
Palestinian ahd Turkish flags, applauded· outside the airport. 

The deportE!esJ.ncl1Jqed abol.Jt 5() dfthe neady.700 activists ort .. the ships.who IsraE!LSC)icfY'Je,rE! apparently 
linked tq the.wprtd jiha(:l·mqverrient and possibly .al•Qaida. Israel accuse(j th.~ suspeq:s of ath1tking Israeli 
troops,rappell.ing.onto. one of the.ships andbeatir:i~.th~m with ironrods, dubs, a.nd knives. Originally, 
Israel pianned 6n detainitig· them in Isra'el wnile police looked; l.nto possible charges. 

But lsrael.i AtJ.:orT'ley GE!11eral Y:ehuda Weinsteill s~id ln·a statement.Wednesday that "keeping· them here 
would do more damage to the couritr\fis Vital ii:iterests than: good." 

Israeli CabinetMln'isterJsaac Herzog said<tne expulsi()nswere an atternilt tci dampen criticism.of Israel. 

"We. Elr.~ t.rvin.9 to ta~efull 9ontro1 of.this crisis management and rnove:fon..,ard, 0 H~r:zog.totd. :rne 
Associated Pres~; whUe.lnclk:atlng th.atisrael .would,r:ejet:tca,lls. frqr:n the.U.N, a,nd ()thersfopan 
Independent inquiry. "We are the last hation.{that}you can say doesn't check itself;" he sal,d. 

Herzog defended Israel's ·blockade o.f .Gaza, saying wec;ipon.s Hamas could receive by sea.could be used 
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"againsUsrael and the region.'' 

Inter'.national envoy. TOny 'Blairtold The Ass.ociated Pre~s that Israel should ease the blockade and I.et more 
supplies in. He said the ·blockade was "counterproductive, It but said it would be hard to lift lt because of 
Israel's objectidns. 

Israetinsti::ucted Jhe families of its ·diplomats stationed in Turkey to. retor:n fo lsrae) irnrf\~dja~e~y because 
of noisy demonstrations at the Israeli embassy and consulate tind the high ievel of Turkish outrage over 
the raid. · 

In another biz9rre twi.st, Ts.rael unl.0.aded supplies from the six boats commandeered during the raid and 
sent some ofthe goods toward G:aza1 only to.see the blbtkaded territory's Hamas rulers refuse'to accept 
them. 

Israel.I.security officia[s saidthey had load¢d ZO trucks with equipment that was on the ships, Including 
wheelchairs, toys, clothes alid medicine. They said contrary to earlier claims, t.here Was no cement on 
board. · 

The Harn as minister of sc>ti~l\clffair?, Ahmad al,-Kurd, accused.Israel of keepinQ ·batteries. for the 
wheelchairs and ~ithho!c:ll'nfj.tons qf cement carried by the flotllla. He said the gc:ivernmentwould not 
acc~pt the aid· uritll lsrael Jrees everything confiscated· from the ships, but later said the aid vv.ould be 
picked t.ip when all· detainees were released. 

Kan in Zoabi,. an Arab /awz:n.:iker who .sailed with the activists, was heckled when she took the podium In 
the israeli parliament.Wednesday. · · 

"!3oJo Gaza,you traJtor;" Miri Regev, a lawmaker fn the ruling Ukud Party arid former Israeli military 
spokeswoman, screamed in Arabie, 

Despite the outcry over the tcild,thepalestinfarjswere resuming indirect peace talks with Israel 
Wednes~aythrough Li.S. envoy George Mitchell. 

Assodate1;f Press Writers Kadn Laub in Jerusalem and Selcan Hacaoglu i.n An]<.arci, Turkey,. contributed .to 
this 'rep01t 

©· 2010 The Ass.oclated Press. All rights reserved. This material rna'yriotbe published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. · 
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Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Gro1.1p · . . 
GAZA Flotilla:. Local Media .Reactions O~uwait, Bahrain, UAE •. Algeria) 

KUWAIT 

Kuwaiti members.ofFreedom:Flotlll~ return to a hero's welcQrne 
Major ~llwaiti new~papers reported on the return of the ia:KuwaJti participants oHhe Fr~edo!Tl Flotilla ~id convoy fo 
the country yesterday. The is <1ctMstswho attempted to undermine the embargo placed on Gaza. py the lsraeH 
authorities were given·a Wideiy•pub!icizedhero;swelCorneupon arriving in Kuwah; with>bOththe·PrimeMinister and the 
Speaker Of the National.Assembly at the forefront of relatives, MPs and members of the public who were preseritat the 
airport to.recelvethe:actlvists. 

. . 
or; Waleed.N.Tabtabale; a pr,omfnent. memper of K!Jwait's Na~i9hglAssemblyWho participated in the Freedom. ~lotilla, 
was reported·bythe.Al•Seyassah· .. neWspapertp h~vesaidjthaJh':!;.alongwitfi.hiscoijipatridts1 were subjett;toboth 
:verbal an~· pbysical abuse IJY lsra eli prisoriauthorities whiie.detajned in !3 Beerspeb<l prison before being deported to· 
JOrdan; . 

Al-Qal:Jas·carried stateme~ts·py allcifthe Kuwaiti retume:s:relatedtot~~irpartitipation intHe Freedom Flotilla. One.of 
th.e returnee~, Haya:At~sha~i, spoke of tl:te Ps.Ydiological abuse:she'ehcounterecf from israell prison guards, .and ~aid that 
they threatened to not r¢1ease her and. her compatriotS unti.1 they signed a paper "acknowledging the ei<istence,of 
.Israel." 

Al~Seyassa:h .newspaper.reports.that the·.chai~man oHfleR~presentatives of the Families of Persol')s in the.Popul;:ir 
Committee for the Advocacy of the Sons of;KuwaitSalahAl•Abd.ulJader 'h.as tonfirinedthat·asecond.aid convoy is.d.ue·10 
be initiated soon'. The newspa,per quotes.him a·sayingthat''!5:Q f<1JWaitjs, both f!lale 1md female, have signed up to take 
part in a second Freedom Flbtilla ,after the purchase of two humanitarian ships." 

BAHRAIN 

All dailies:celebrated:the return of the four Bahraini~, wbo we~e in the Freedom flotilla to Gaza, yesterday. They had<! 
heroes; welcome at Bahrain lriternatiorial 'Airport aftertl:\eY weretakeQ,hos~ge ,by Isra.eli coinmando.s. In their press 
statements, the four.Citizen~ said that lsr;aelistoffared them mentally and left1:hem tied down for 36 i:lollrs at Eilat City 
Prison. They said: ''the Israelis.confiscated our money, celfpbones and laptops but we will return to.Gaza again with 
humanitarian aid." 

Akhbar Al·Kha/U&:Al-Watan: During .his. meeting with a. senior congressional delegation,the§ec:ond Vi.ce Chairman of 
the Pai'liamentor.Salah Ali said.that the ParHa111eritba~·res;rvciflo'ns on the U:S. stancetowards.the uN Securit¥ Council 
stafonientoh the Israeli aggression on.freedorrrfl(itili~; ur,,Ali affirr:O~d tf'lalt\le u;s. musthave·a fair .arid clear pollcy 
that is.nofbased on full su'bniission fo the number one Eih~mv of.peace, :1sraeL 

Commentaries: 
M.ansoor AH;:imriofA1·.:Vi./asot.believesthatther.eJs a new rhetoric corning ol!tof Washington. He referredto an article 
bylJ;S; strategit analyst Anthqny tordesmari .in wni.chhe describes'the Israeli ally as .a strategic .burden on the United 

. . . 
UNITEUSTATES DEPARTMENT 0.F STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E~AD 
DATE/CAS.EU): o3 •1\FR2012 20ioo4i63 UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01512

I . . UN.CLASSIFIED 

States. because as America and it:S Presidehts.tr!veto restore;i:>ear::e and support Israel, Tel Aviv.c:'ohtinues to embarrass 
Washington with its ~ggressj:ve and defiant attitude inthe:r~gton. · 

Freedom Flotilla Resp~nse: 
Head/itfes:·lsraelirraid a.testJorPresidentObaina; Asetback:Tor USdiplo111aey;Jsraelfr:aid rnay not change us .policies 
{Khaleej.Tim.es);the \.fVhiteHouse r,e fUsesto :cocidemnlsrael and [Secretary]C:linton supportsanJsrael investigation (A/ 
Khaleej}; [Turkish PM·~ecepJayyip] Erdogar1to Obama: lsrael.i.s about tb. lose iKsol~ friend.in.the•Midcile··East(A/ .· 
Kfiafeej);Palestinian PresidentMahmo\:&q Abbas want.s "bolcfclec!slons".from Oba in a on Middle East (GulfNews)i Israel 
DailyYediothAnronoth: IPl\ll BenJ;:imin]·Netanyahuand {DefehseMlnister Ehud}' Bar:akplanned:tnepii:aty operation (Al· 
Jttihad);Netanyahujs~proud'of hlS crime (Al BayanJ: Israel.deports all detained Gaza aid a.ctivists (Aifpr:eS,s); israel rushes 
fo free aid activists (TheNatlonal); · 

Editorials 

Note:Ari.tbUS·sentirnentescalates ii'fUAE press, esp~cially Ar~bic press, Mo~t ofthe .editorialsreiterated their .customary 
acqu5at.ions ofthe us.pto•lsra~f.polici{and its unconditfonal.support of,israel:s·~.barbar,C'' crimes.and.aggression. Writers 
also.criticized' Presidel'.it:dbama~s umorai cOllapse" and hfa defense of Israel crimes. 

"A Misertibfe·andOncicceptabJeAmerfcan·sot'tness"· 
At8.ayatJ.Lead,E4,itprfa/ • 
"Obama's remark on lsrae.l's naval-aggression is S,urnrJsing and sJiQckirig. J-li:s words do not correspond to the gravity of 
the cri,me.:such.brutal and grotestjue.attackdeserves more than:expressir\g·"Cieep regr~tl" · 

Moreover, the president; ifi/no.advoca_testhe ade>ptioiJ Qf.dialggue andicommuhicationtct:solve. problemsand·confili:ts 
rather than the lahgµ<lge of:fd~ce and'War ... This~re.si~ent c;ouidn'tfind.iJloret~an·thismlserablesentence in response· 
toisrael~s blciody pii'acy?Ofcourse, he tould•deliverthe appropriate responst;!; ifthe9ffenderwas not Israel!' 

The l;J5;-protection of ·Israel• in•i1"1~ernatio.n.a1· arenais.aJamiliarano,well-known i~sue~ Washington hasaJways played the 
roleof i_he protective<umbrell~to Israel, coveting•its violations \Vitti 1an,unwa.rranted inimunify against all international 
reso!utio.ns.·Moreover, WashJf\gt()n· has allowed ·fsfaeltb continue·. Its. ~ggression anci.viotations,wifhout· any reStrictioris~ 
One fact is clear; Ob<1ma;s ~oft11ess with these Israeli crimes is dangerous arid unacceptable;" 

Cartoons 

Emarat Afyoum· 
The cartoor:i.suggests that the inter.national Justice is turri!nga blind eye to LIS and Israeli criminal acts, as they violate all 
the internationa.1 law. 

IJNCEASSIFIED 



StateDept01513

I. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

AlGERJA 

e The:{ourArabi~~las:iguage newsp~p~rs.·tiyhosejol.lr!lalis.t.swere arnon~ the <3a.za aid flotilla; EC:houroUk El Yo um I;.§ 
Khabar, Djazair News and. El Bilad. published the testimopies of their.journaliSts as i#eff as mer\'1bers o'f the 
Algerian delegation. · · 

o ·rhe AlgE!rif!nswere•blacktnailed andJnsvlteddhelsraeli intelligence interrogated ;them··~bol.lt:Enrico 
Macias; terrorism, and the,fi11a11dng or the:Gaza.aid f\9tllla. !Echourouk :El'Youini 

0 J.ciµrnµHst Kada Beh Amar said: 11Theyatt.~ckeddurfng: Afr·Fadjrpray~r- ihe Israeli. soidi1!{rs •$earc(ied.the 
bptit ;N/armara" with s11iffliJg :dog~/' . Echo,urouk'El Youmi 

o All•memb~r~ of the·Algerian ?elega~icmr£!fUS(:!dto sign a docurne:nton notretumingJti Gaza to be 
reliased within 48 hours.:Echourouk EJYouml· · 

o · Pho_tographet \Vla~.m:ar Halim said, 1'The fsrbelistook mycamerabu,t; lhia.th'ef!osh memqry card in my 
shoes.'1 EchouroukEIVoumi 

o The wife ~fAbou~j~t:ra,Soltani,th~ presid1mt ofthe MovementJor the Society of P~ace (MSP)(said, "/ 
was interrcgi:ited by. an ls~aeli General· because j have.a diplomotit; pqssport;~ Echourouk El Younii 

Q Tnewife·ofAbcn..1dJerra Sbltapi ~ail:!; "Tfle.Jsraefisshbt arusfrom heficopte~t l'Expression 
o The co.ordinator of the Alge nan d¢legatlon! Ahmed lbrabimi, said, "J hove seen lsroelrso1diers killing 

wounded people;" Ethourouk'.El Voumi 

UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01514

.. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Front, page of Echourouk El Youmi 

o Jot1rnalistHamidZaatchi said, "One ofthetsraeliinvestigatorsJsfrom Constantine; The lsr:aeliHook oil 
ourcameras·qndthrepteriedtokif! a 1,.ye(jr•oldbaby.11 E!Khabar 

o JolJrnalistAbdelatlf' Belkaim·said, ''.We were subjected to al/forms of torture.;, Djai:alr News 
o MSP Vii:e•presi~eritarid presidenfof the'Algerian delegation, Abd.errazakMokrh said, "The flotilla 

achieved all of its goals;". El Bila d 
ci Enribahda· (Renaissance) Mover:ner.it's:)eading officer Mohamed Dhouibi was wounded in Gaza; he is 

hospitalized in .)on:lari. EchourdukEI Yi:Jt.ilili 

Mohamed Dhouibi;,...:.photo in EchourotikEI Voumi 

o 3l.Algeda!i pi:p~Palestine'attiviststepatriated to Algeria-the 32"ct .activist who·had been wounded in his 
eye is stiifhospltalizr;;4ih J.<:>rda11.Alger'iahRadio Channel 3 

o The Algerian Foreign Minister, rvi.oura'i:I Mec:leki,. said thatthe members ofth~Algerian delegation were 
re.lee1sed du~to coordihatioh with Turkey;.Jordan and Egypt. Dja:zair News 

o The AlgerianH~alth Minister says that Algerian volunteer d9ctorswillbe sentto Gaza· this.week. Djazair 
News · 

o The Egyptian E111ba~sy in Algiers refuses to receive a delegation from .El Isl ah (Reform): Movement. El 
Isiah is taJlingfor the,pern:ianent,urn:onditional opening of the Ra'fah Terminal and. international 
deholintirig'the U;S,dewish-Egyptian alliance against Gaza, El Bilad 

"' The.black maskofawhite policy: Obama isBusb+smile and culture. la Tribune 

o The U.S. voted againsho11gucting ;m Investigation into the Israeli raid on the Gaza aid flotilla. El Kha bar 

ISSUIESOF US •. INT·ERES'f 

o. Protest ag<Iinst:lsraelbfocked ill front dfthe u:s. EITibassy in Algiers. AP 
4 . • 
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G French cornedian M'.bala .M~b<11a Dieudonne said, 11/am .. a culturi:tlfigliter agairlstZionism." El Khabar 
o Dieudonne.wants a global·antJ~Z:ionist frorit. Liberte 

CARTOON 

G The U;$; has not cpndemn~tMsrael's terroristatt. le:Jourd'Algerie 
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Fri:> in: 

To: 

cc: 

Chatterj i, Rina 
· Gaza•Flotilla Monitoring Grcmp 
Blom~, Donald A 

Subj~d: FW: xlation of the Arab League Resolution· 
Sent:. 6m12010 4:20:45 AM · 
Attachmcnts:.EN~AL_Rt:s_Israt;li Attack on Flotjlla·02June201 O:dod: [EN-'-AL_;Res_Israeli 

Attack on Flotilla 02 June 20lQ.dpcx] , 
AR_AL_Res_)sraeJiAttack on FlotHla 02 Ji.ine 2010;docx [AR_AL_Res_Israeli 
Attackon Flotilla 02 June 2010.docx] 

fYl 

From:>Blorne; Donald A . . .·· .. 
Sent: 11nil'Sday, June 03, 2010 4.:ia AM 
To: Chatterjl1Rina _ 
Subject: FW: xlation;·of l:he Arab League Resolution 

Fin;;il.wlth embassytranslation. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From:NaJ~b, t.Jsama. M 
Ser1t: 'i"tlurSclay, June 03; 2010 10i59 AM 
to: ~C>senstcic~; Matthew s;watklns~ToddJ; Blome, Donald A; Perry, taura M 
SµbJeci: 'xlatign of the Arab. League Resolu~on 

Ei:iclose¢ is the Arabic origin~! .and llnOffidal English translation ofthe Arab league resolutions i~sued 
yesterday at the foreign ministers~ meeting. 

ihank\lqu 
UsamaNajeeb 

.. 
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Israeli military attack on freedom C:onyoy going to.Gaza Strip 

and breaking the Jsraeli siege imposed on it 

The Arable<1gue cpuncil on the ministerial .level extraordinary sessiol'.'I on:02 lune ,2010 atthe Arab· 
. League GeneralSecretariat head quarters, 

-After looking attne general secretariat memo, 

.:.Has studied the required steps regarding the Israeli military.attack arid pir.acy conduct in international 

Mediterranean sea waters ori the Freedom convoy whkh carr:ied humanitarian material gqing to Gaza 

strlp whicta lies und.er siege, and which led to the deliberate murder afld.fall of unarmed i:ivliian victims 

and injured in this convoy, and all the participants ofwnich were kidnapped using armed force, 

•Consi<:fer:s,i:ne. continuous Israeli occupation ofArab territor.ies and insistence to change the 

demographicand'geographic formation.oftheoccupiedPalestilli.antefritoriesindudingEastJerusalem 

to be the basis for disruption ahd tension in the area, 

-Decid~sthat israel's contii'lucition, as the occupatioQ force, to put Gaza Strip under siege and obstruct 

its recoqstr1Jction is a crime ag('linst humahity thatshotild be immediately stopped usingall legi~in:iate 

means includingiesistaiice, 

-Emph~sizes thatthe continuity .of some states to offer support to Israel deSpite its:savage practices a.nd 

violationsagaihst?alestinian people and ttiosewho,tryto·offerto Palesti.nians necessary hurnanitariari 

help; Js. based' on a, big political mistake by giving·lsrael a11 immunity to.not respect interi1<1tion~l law 

bases which is <I: precedent tl'~at threats the entire international order, 

-Emphasizes that these Israeli poli!:ies and practices ~ha~ form state tern~rlSm :feeds terrorist inclinations 

inthe Middle East, 

-After discussions and listening to the speeches ofthe heads of delegations and the general secretary, 

DECIDES 

1- To condemn the intentional military attack thatJsraelcbnduCted against the Freedom Convoy in 

the international waters, an issue thatconstitUtes.piracy and stateterrorism and.threattothe 

stabilitY atidsecurity.in the Mediterranean Sea,_and,a. cle.arviola.tion ofintema.~ionaHawthat 

protects sailing in international waters, and related intemational:humariitarian law concepts arid 

principles. 

2- To break.the siege imposed by lsraeltmtheGaza..Strip and commit to deliver medical an.d fopd 

aid ancj necessary .construction material forreco11.?truction ·and otherrequired n.eeds for the 

Pale~tiniarrpeople .in the strip using all th.e l't1eans? and hold. lstaelinternatiOnally responsible for 

the ohstruct:lon -of humanitarian aid and necessary requiremet\ts for recdnstruetion, and for not 

·opening all the crossingsforthe fl1ovementofpeopleand goods. 
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3- Toassigblebanoh, the Arab member in the United Nations Security C:ouncil, and the Arab group 
in New York:to request .l:ioldinga meeting.for the Secuilty·Council, incoordinatlcinwith Turkey; 
and friend coun~riesand groups, to lssUe·therequired res0lution .condemning the Israeli siege 
impose,d on the Gaza Strip ~nd compulsion of Israel to immediately .lift this siege, and request 
holdingJhe continued 10th session i11the toritextbfthe UN General Assemblyto counter the 
Israeli siege.on Gaza Strip. 

4- To committo the resolutfons ofSir:te Summitand particular!yreso!Ution number 508 dated 28 

March io:toto stop all forms of normaliz,aticin with Israel and commitment to the discussions in 
this' regards, and in !ightof this co.ntinuous Israeli challenge and violation of all its commitments, 
the rilihistefrial c:otim:il decides to.send a recommendation to.their excellencies heads of states 
to. lmplementthe speech of Saudi King Abdallah c:it t.he Econol:\1ic Summit in Kuwait ih January 
201Q.thatth~ Arab Peace Initiative will not stay on tile table for !Ong; 

5- That Israel's continuation of fts ,practices and the last of VJhjchwas the criminal attack on 
unarmed dvilia11s emphasize clearly Israel is not serious in reaching fair and comprehensive 
peaceJn tbe regio1rand i~ comr:ni~ed to make the ttegotiatlons. llseless and in vain and doubts 
the credibility of assurances offered tO t.he Palestinian side~ and assign. the Secretary General to 
dire!:\ :a message to the US Administration :tnJhis regards. 

6- To Coordinate the Arabsteps V;'ith Turkey an~ o.ther concerned sides to file c;:1.ses to natlona! 
a.nd internatioriai spedalized.suing (lgencies, oh top ofwtiich is the ICC regardirig .the Israeli siege 
imposed ()n Gaza Strip; 

1~ To ask lsraelto immediately release the· remaining kidnapped mempers of the Freedom Convoy 
and detained ships and relief material. 

8- To welc:ome the Human Rights Council resolution regai'.dlrig forming an independent fact finding 
comfriittee to investigate the Violations oflnternational law inthe Israel! attack on the Freedom 
Convoy and express appreciation for the countries th~t voted for the ~esolution and express 
reser:itmentfrom the position ofcountriesthat voted againstthisresolution. 

9- Towe,Jcome the positions of countries that took clear and str.ong procedures against the Israeli 
mf!itary·a.ttacl< alid cond.emnedit, and e}(pressresentmentfr0m the positions of some count~ies 
anhe 'United ·N<1tions Sec:urity:Council that obstructed the. agreer:nent to conduct an 
independent international investigation. 

10- To ,calffor coordination with all international rights and hurna.nita rian organizations to actually 
and immediately begin to show all the sidesoftliis case, ini:luding the legal and human.itarian 
dimensions, and targettheworld media to revealthis crime and show its consequences, and 
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praise the Qatari.pledge to cover all.the sp~c:it1h:ostsfor this movement on the legal and media 

tracks. 

11-To C\ppreciate allthe·activistsWho participated•in this noble humanitarian mission ·and bless the 

soulS ciftlie.Jlittim martyrs ancl express appreciat!ol" of the Arab Leag1Je. c:,oundl and its:support 

for Turkey',s honorable position al')d i.nternatiohal positions that expressed c:ondemnatioh for 
t!lis attac~ and expressed solidarity witl'i:the Palestinian .people and their fair cas.e. 

l.2- To ask the Arab delegation participating in the AraQ Turkish Cooperation Forum. meetingsto 
express the appt:eciation for Turkey's positiqns and.otredhe conciolen.ces forthefamiUes of the 

victims ofthe Israeli attack ori •the Freedom Convoy. 

13- To askthe Secretary Genetal to follow on.the impiementation of this resolution and keep the 

Arab League Council in .cohtiiluo.us sessfon, 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Valdez. Pc;1blo M . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. 
thursdaif; June.03, 20103:5.4.AM RELEASED IN FULL 
Gaza.'F.lotill~.Moniforing··Group 
M$GZ01: (AP) Forensic report:indicates nineactivist·killed by gunshots 

isTM:JBUL (AP)..- Turk,ey's N1V television says an initialforensit report condudesthcit the nine activists killed in the lsrdeli 
commando raid ~onthe aid f!otiila·to G(!za died ofgunshotwounds. 

Pablo Val.dez 
W9fch bjfiCf!r 
Operations Center 
Department of State 
202'"647;;1512 

lJNITED STATES 1DEPARTMENTOFSTA'FE 
AAmEWAUTHQRITY: 'SHARON·~ t\Hl\1AD 
D:i\:']jE/CASE: ID:~03 i\PR2012 20l1J04ic53 UNCLASSIFIED 
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Colem1:1n~. ·oharmaine~(DR.L) 

From: 
Sent: 

Parker, An.drew c . . . . RELEASED IN PART 
Thursday, June.03,.2010 t:OBAM . ··. · ·· · · · · 

To: 
cc: 
·Subject: 

Ab.eyta, :susan K(ls~anbul); Bernier-Totl), .. Mich'elle; .. ~··Flotilla·Monltoring Group 
Brandeis; Katherine l; Leonei·Christlna A; Plott, Susan'M; Zuckerman, Eve 
Re: Stati.Js ofFreeGazaAmcits 

Spqke wittil . ~r:iug~terofS1 y~ar o.-ld~'--~'a~.b_ou-.13.0 rnfn ago; She had not yet ·heard from him'" but 
for the first•time :did. not seem wotr:ied; Her phorie #isl I 

From~ Abeyta,:Sus(!n l<'(lstmbul) 
To: Bernier-Toth, Michelle; 51£$-0.,..CMS; Gaza Flotm;;i~Monitoring Group 
Cc: Parker, Andrew C; Brandeis, kai:herine L; ·Leone, Christina.A 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 07;52: 10 2010 . . . · 
Subje~: RE! ~tafils of free Gaza A~cits 

This·ernail is UNCLASSIFIED. 

F~m: Bernier-Toth, MlcMlle 
Sen~: Th1,ffsday;June 03, 201{} 2:43 AM 
To: SES-0;..dvtSi Gaza 1Flotilla ·Monitoring. Group 
Cc: ~arker; A11drew C; Abeyta; Susan K (Istanbul); Brandeis~. Katherine L; Leonei ChriStina A 
SubJec:i: Status of.Free:Gaza Amcits 

Per Aridy Parker in Tel Aviv; the following Amdts have been deported to Istanbul: 

Tu~ks are planning rec;eption• desks to. assistpax. With oni,vardtravel resv, probat)ly y,rill be a. PR show as.well. Pax will. be 
admitted to Turk~ywlth()ut visas etc While in tral')sit, Qril/r'ard trayel is not covered by Israel. That was only if Pr peop!ev,iho 
accepted imrnediater~patfrorn thl:! Port .. No consular access was accorded by GOtat ~eryGurion •Airport. Two or three 
smaller medicaHligl:lts fookinJured to h1ka.ra. No Ai'ncits in thatcatego,.Y.thl':lt,we have)<nownabout. · · 

....._ _____ __.· has been deported to Athens. Andy has notifiectD~ wife. 

Location unknown:._! __ __.kd.ua!.lrish/Amcit) 

Othecs believed to have left thru Allen by: 

QTAJ'ES DEPARTI\imNT OF STATE 
REVIEW ~UTHORITY:'SHARON;'E AHMAD 
DATE/CA:SE iD!'0:3 APR201Z 20l004.f63 uNCLASSIFIED 

B6 



StateDept01525

~ \~•·"!I 

· .•. CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
SBU . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1 of2 

RELEASED IN~7.J 

F.r9m: ·Schrank, Alexanc,lerD 
To: GazaFlotiUaMoriitorihg Group 
S b" t· Turkey -Situatjqn Calms Witl:i Flights Scheduled; NSCMeeting EndS; Moderate 
· u Jee • Statement by FM Davutoglu , 

Sent: 6/2/201012:l0:17PM 
T}ieTtlI'kiSli NationalSecurity Cou.ncil meetjng~nded.witha sta.tement f0cused.on tll,e PKK and 
Gaza, The NSC is. a consultative 'body chaired by PM Etdogari thatprovides recommendations 
to the cabinet and other bodies: 

NSC ANNO UN CEMENT: "At the meeting the attackthat h&ppened in Iskenderun on the 
riighi'ofMay 31. and the attack oflsraelon the same dfiyagaj0 st the ships taking aid ~o Gaza 
were. evalµafod; ·Both· attacks were.studfodWith alloftheir:dim:ertsions.arid the thingsw~r<! fared 
were discussedindetaiL . Thet7rrmisfincidentsthat occurred iii the recent period,. the works in 
the fight*gi:rlristterrorism, .additi0na'.I measures to be taken and st<;:ps to be tiiken wefe 
negotiated. 

It.was note4thatJhe mµlti~dimerisfoi:lalstrug~le-ag~st terrorisII1:will continue with 
determination in every field.and, \N:orks:to ~Urnin:ate th~ conditionsthatare exploitedbyterrorism 
will be speeded up'. The steps to be talrnn aftertheJsra,~1 attack ~cre)aken.up. The issue was 
putonthetablewith its politicfil,:militat)\ economic and iegal dimensions. 

Within tllls framework the in.temationaiimtiatiVes that were launched were i;:valu.ated. The UN 
Security ·Council .and NATO coUJlcil issued statements c:ondeinnfug Israel. The ~ Hllirian 
Righf50:nnmittee at its meetingioday inGeneva.aq;:epted the investigation oflsrael's attack by 
ru1iritemational.nei.ltral conrm.htee; 

AS aoresult .of the works conducted by. our goYernm~t tfle vtounded ~cl·deac;l were brouwit 
back. Ailbodfos and.all volunteers from every country will be broughtback on Tud<lshAirlines 
(THY) planes that are.specifically(JSsigned to Istanbul," 

FOREIGN MINISTERDAVUT()GLIJ: lJpon his return to Ankara today from thelfoited 
States, FM Davutogfo told 1he pressthattheUni~edS~tes had ajs9 signed on the conaemilatiOn 
issued by the UN Security Council ahci there was no needfor£urther specufation in this regard. 
Therefore; the United States has condemnedlsn.1el~ Jn addition, he said the United States has 
clearly issued a condemnatiort and has 'opehly showed solidarity with Turkey. He alsq said 
TU:rl{eyisready:to normalize.ties with lsrael}f itliftsthe blockade 9i1Gaza. Hesaid~"Itis time 
tl1at<c~JD;:r~places artger11 in the Wake ofl$niel'.t;deaqlyb,par(fingoftlie1HF1Free 0~ flotilla. 
Dayl.ifoglu ruso told t}1e press. t]jatth<! futUte of Tiirkish.:.Jsrae1iiies depends on.Israel's attitude. 
http:/J~jnternetajans,com/defaultasp'?NID,;:96596; http://Ww-w.todayszamarLcbm/tz"! 
weblnews~21 l900•turkey-to".norfuaiise-israel"-ties .... if•gaza..;biockade-ends.html 

TURKISH.PARLIAMENT: Th~ TurkiS.hParU11menthas ]1.!St Passed a joint declaration 
cond~mninglsrael by Un.animous vote. The: declaration.asked the GOT to '\review:economic and 

CLASSIFICA110~; UNCLASSIFIED 
lJL'TI'f~ll1~lcATES DE:PARTAfENT OF STATE 
REVl£W'i\:PTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD 
DA'fElCAS;E ID: 03APR 20.li 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED. 

Printed By: Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) 
Page 1 o.f2 
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military relation$~' withJsi:aei~ It al.s{) as}ceq Istai;:t to apolqgii~-~<> Tµrkey. "Turkey's reactions 
doimttargetthe:people of Israel,~' it noted: 
-http://wM.v;cnntutk.com/201-o/turkiye/06/02/israile.kinama.dekJatasyonu;krizi:cozuldlll5786b2.0_ 
/index; html - -

The_ ht1man-rights coriuriittee Of the Tilrkisb parliament wi11 send ~:letter tq scveralpfil:li~e~ts. to 
c0ndenm the·Israeli8.tta,c~ori·the (}aza-'ooµp.da~d f1otilla; htfu://haber.turknet/ENG/2439613/-
Turkish.;Parliament--Coinmittee"'To-Send;.Letter~Of-Condemnation -

Al_exa_nder Schrank 
_ Tut:~c:y Qeskpffjcer 
Office.of Southern· European Affiiir.s (EUR/SE) 
u;S, 'Departnient·ofState 
tel: (2oi) 647-758 h fax: (202)647-5087 

S_BU 
This email is UNCLASSli='IED, 

CLASSIACATION: UNCLASSIFIED· 
SBU 

UNCLASSIFIEIJ . 

Printed sy:colemari, Charmaine (DRL) 
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RELEASED IN FULL 

Turkey boo.sts security for Jews 
. ByJONAHMAN.DEL 
dS/03/2010 05:56 

Local JeWi$h community exhibits $olidarity with ffotillafatalities. 

Tboµgh hundreds of Turks. protest$d a;gain~tlsraelfor thetthird qa,yon Wednesday, the 
Turi<ish Jewish community se.ems.to haves.cored an ;;mportant:success by pobiicly 
distancing itselffrOm the Jewish state and the violent hatred aimed at it. 

Following the ._Israeli r:aiq on the ~a~a flotilla; T1Jrkey's. Jewish Gomm unity and chief 
r?b.bipat~ e~pre$se.dth.eir §bffpWoyer t~e·_''m.iU~ry _qperation against the-Mavi Marmara 
13tJip11 and the ··~loss ·Of life Clnd• i11j:ury restiltin-g fr(l)J'll'fh~ operation,:" :in a joint statement on 
the community's official Website, mus.evicetnaathcom. 

uwe·share·the publicreaction.;this. operationhas:created.in-.ourcountry and express our 
deep sorr9w;"'the statementread. I 

In "1ddifion1 dtirlns an ilitciviewWith li;;raeliharedi raq_io s:tation'.Kol Barama qn Mdr;iday, 
JurkJ_sh. ChiefRal:,bi lsc:1K H~leyarepeat~C!fly pr.~iisect the 1r(;1gime's attituq~ tow~rdJts · 
Jews;while .•. softly·condemning Israel forits .recent-operation, tothe native:.:lsraeli 
inte!View$rs surprise. -

Tuikeyrnaintains strictseparation·.between.religionand state, and .:Jews1there consider 
themselves Turks, ~hich .rnighrstrike sornefsraelis who automatically fu,$e religious and 
na_tional identifyas odd. 

The ·re~OJts of Turf<ish Jeww~s pub!Jcvoice were i3PPar'¢ntJn Prirfle Mini~ter Recep 
Tayyip Ercfogan~s Tuesday speech on the raid: Even as he slammed. Israel's ''b.loody 
massacre .. , deservihQ pfany kindofcurseand c::ondeumation,·"he notoniy praised his 
. Jewish subjects for their Joyi;!Jty; b:ut spoke· oqt against any hpstilities -toWa[dthem. 

"1 th~nk.the Turkish JeWish comrnu.nify; putting ·irr Wdr(:Js their right a:nc:I sil)eere _reaction 
tc> the event," he said. "Qur .Jewish citizens have, as members of the Turkish people, 
defended, and continue to defehd, the right position of Turkey to the utmbst." 

I 

He added that ''looking with 'hatred upon our Jewish· citizens ... is,not ~cceptable; it 
canndtbe. and should n.~ver be." 

On. Wednesd~y, Turkish .1nteribr.Minister Besir Atalay said security had b~en stepped 
Lip ·at 2Q diff$rent .si.tes alone in Istanbul; whicJ;i h~s several synagpgues and centers 
serving23,dOOJews. ' - . I 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHOJUTY: SHARON EAHMAD 
i>ATE/CASEID.: 03APR2012 201004163 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Nonetheless, it is likely that beyond; their ioyalty to the state; any other public sentiment 
f:)yth~ JeWi$~ community.iM Turkt?ywpµtd·only have exacerbated the hostilitiesthey 
face from the majo.tity~Muslim populatipn. · 

"T~e:situation in Turl,<ey is ver)' tjiffjcultfqrth~ .. J.ews now~'' Eyaf,peretz, ·chairrnari of 
Atkaoash -The Turl<ish Comr.:nunityinlsrael, toid The JerusalemPosfon Wednesday. 

"The :atmosphere on th~ streE:ts is hqi:;fi!~,. ~nd·tnete is .. a feeling ,of .anger," he said, 
noting thatthe Israeli institutionsjn Turkey had been closed. 

Peretz noted the link that Isla mists in Turkey made between Jews and. the State of 
Israel, and pqinted outthat:Erdogtm's.statements would carry weight on the Turkish 
street in nelping to cl)rb violence toward .Jews. 

Still~ he· added that ·~the Jewish .c.ornmunity in Turkey, wnichhas always trieo:to 
culturaliy assimilate into the general society and maintain a low profile, is now perplexed 
an.d h~lpless," 

Peretz noted thatJ$WS in Turkey also:served in the military there,.paid taxes; and 
gen¢raJry,corisidered themse!Ves Tl.Jrks. 

'"iNe.lsfa~lisi . .md.er~tandth~ne~dfor ao opel'8.tion ag~instthe·b6Cit5; but how Would vie. 
feel if. Israeli. civilians were :kill~ by the Tµrkish military?." he asked. 

· rtiose sentirn.~nts iiofyltithstanding,. ·~in·every confr9nt~tiq11 b$tvy¢~n lsraerand M!J.51irhs, 
sincethesfate'sinception.fo·thi$veryd.ay;:the·Jewish community·inTurkey·has.fe!fa 
packlash ofh.ostility tc»v~rying degrees, especially from the·more:religiousfaclors in the 
Turkish populace," Peretz s.l:!id. 

''Accbrc:filJgly,. there have always be¢n wci,ves of aliya Jrom Turkey after lsrael'sWal"S;" Me 
added, prediCting. anothedmminentone in the wake .of reC;ent evemts. 

AP contributed to this report. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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'Coleman,:Char:maine :(pflL)• 

Frpm: 
sent: 

R~ilnitski, Jermine R __ RB-L-EA. -- - - -
Wednesq~y.Joneb2,20l0]:48PM ·--- _- · ·_---- SED:IN FULL 

To: 
Slibje-ct: 

(3az~Flofille1:r0onite>ring_Qroµp _ _ _ _ __ _ 
MG$Z01: (f{eutet'S)Arabs seek UN push to end Israel's Gaza blockade 

ct\IRO-Arab stat.t?s'will ask the'UNSe~urityCouritil tct~em:andan enc:! tolsra~l'sblocka9t? of $aza,theArat)Leaglie 
chiefsaid after minister:s metto respond t() Wrael's attack on a Gaza~bound aid flotilla. •i:fhe ·Arab Leaguewilhgo to tbe 
Security Council· ahd dema~.d iiffing of the blo~kade:f~om Gaza;~'-tbe league se·crefary general, Amr Moussa, s<M ~frer 
the tal_ks. 

J~R~ 
Op<:rniimts SJ:>criallsl; SE&:O 
202~647:1512 

., 

UNlTEDS'.f ATi!:S DEPARtMENT-OJi', STATE 
REVIEWAuTBORITY:SHARONE AHMAD 
DATE/CASEID: 03APR2012 '201004163 

1 
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'From: 
serit: 
To: 

G91dberg, Joshua W 
Wednesday, Jun.e 02, 201 o 6:.37PM 
SES;;.0 

RELEASED tN FULL 

Cc: 
su})jec:t: 

Gaza Flotilla Monitorin9 Group 
Situation Report No;6 - Gaza FlotiilaNlonitoring Group MGGZD1 (SBIJ Version) 

SENSITIVE B!:TI'UNCLASSIFlED 

· ... EXEC.lJT!VE ... !;$EC ..• RETARIAT 
:Operations Center 

SITUATION REPORT Noo 6 
Gaza Flotilla MQnitoting Gr<Jup:MGGZOl 

Wednesday, Jz.ine·2, 2010 
1830EDT 

SJ'ATUS '.Of. AMIERJrCAIN tmZENS 
(SBtr) . Thirteen American citizens were transferred to Ben :Guripn Airport and ~e scheduled tQ depait py June 
3. J'hree ~dditional Ain~*an dilal".natiort(lls.a:fo.d¢parting to their countries of origin: Kuwait, Jord~, and 
Iteland. One Israeli".'Atttetican was.releas~d without cond'itions, and.the Enibassy is tryingtolocate one 
additional A111cri<fan. citizen'. 
(MGGZOlJEmbassy· Xe.IA 'Viv e.•piail) 

STATUS Of FOIRJEI~ft\11 PA$S\Et!GE~S 
Please. see the Classified· version. of ihls>product. 

OTHER.SHIPS EN ROUTE TO Gil\ZA 
Please.: see .the .classified· v~r5fort of 1:his product. 

HUMANITARIAN GOODS 
(SBU) -lJNRWA@d ICRb.~~e ~a.ble.tq confinn. tl'l~teigh,t truckloads actuallY. entered Gaza from ISraeL 
Media report lO additionil truckloads will be transf~ued .on June 2. (!ef G(;ZOl/RR)}f e-mqil) 

ISRAEU: RESPONSE 
ci. (0) PM Netanya'hu pul)lic1y defended the military operation, et;Ilphasize'd the importance :ofthe blockade 

forlsiaeli,secu:rity,,Md -rejected foternatio11al .. pressur.etoJa.unch:.an.investigation gf IDF actions. (B,euters) 
111 (U) Pro-IDFdemonstrators.~e ci:illingfoi:aboyqotlofT:urki~hptoducts. (TeiAviV1225) 

SAFETY'.AND .• SJSCURITY.,UPD.ATE 
(SBU)·.Tbere}1a$,beena>~lightupticlcinprotest·a.ctiyities.andviolenqeibtheWe~tBank:fuidafongthe(Jaza­
IsraeLborder, ihclUdirig sporadic mottarfiri.ngfrom Gaza .. Jerusalern:remainstense. (J~ru~alenr~28) 

INTIERNAIIO~AL. OIRGA~IZATJO~S 
.o · (U) ASEAD1'-Q'QC: .. Foreign ilifuistets cc:iridemned thelsraeli-raid as "an act ·of violence," and' urgeg n~lease. 

ofthe d¢tamees and an end t.o the.·blockade; rMG<JZOI/EAP.e,.,1nail) 

UNITED, $.TATES.DE~ARTMEl'UOFSTATE 
REV1E.WApti:t:ORIT\r: SHA!lo~.Ji:AHM.Af> 
DATEl<:;~E;-fu: ci3 APR2'o1'.z 2oioo4163 

1 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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o (U) UNHRC: The.Hlll11an Right~:QoUrtcil approved a. Palesti,nian.-dr.aftedresolutioncondemnirtgthe 
"outrageous attack by the Israeli forces" bya vote of32 yes, threi;: no (tLS ,), Qine abstentions,.and three.i10-
sho'.\'s. The rcs:Oluticmestablishes an mterriational fact-finding .missiontoinvestigate alleged violations of 
international law. (MGG!z01ff O Bweau ~~mail) 

XNTEIU\U\T:XONAL IREAC'nONS 
o · (SaU) Egypt: The government opened the Rafah crossing indefinitely and allowed shipmenfof electric 

generator~,int~ Gaz~; the.first non"'.food··orrrie(lical .sJfipµient fromEgyptsince the2008.,2009 Gaza 
con:flict. Reportedly~ 200 to. 800 Gazans have crossed into Egypt. (Ca fro 611) 

a Turkey: Please sec the classi:fie.d versiqn <>f this.,prodt1i:t, 
e (U} Palestinian Authority: President Abbas rejected calls to suspend proximity talks. 

(jpost:com) 
e (S~U) Jol'<:lan; . A warden message was issued waining Ainerican citizensto avoid crawds .and maintain a 

low profile due to anfr.Amerlcan se11timent and, expected protest~'. (MGG.ZOJ/Embilssy.Amman e-mail) 
G (LD Ell: Membe.rs of the European Parliament foreign Affairs Committee.a1most unanimously 

cqnde~ed Isi:~eli. ad!qns, Some calledfor suspending the EU -'Israel AssoCiatiori Agreement. One MEP 
.c~lied for openingtaiks with Hamas. · 
(J'rf GGZ.01/l!S]SU,PailJ'Reporie~maW 

0 {lJ) Turusi'a: A Gaza soHdarity demonstration took place in Tunis; (Tunis395) 

For more information about the Ga:za Flotilla, please see.the Ops ·portal at 1he following link: 
http://www;intelirtkgov/Wiki/Portal:Gaza Flotilla 2010 

Drafted: WJReisser/JOrocblacher Approved:Gl'Mncris 
Dist: 'State (all bureaus); NSS, OSb,. NMCC, JCS; CIA, OSC, NCTC, OHS 

SENSlTiVEBUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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Col~.rnan, CharmaineJDRL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Maria 

Pos\1er, IYJich~el H . RELEASED IN FULL 
IJVednesday; June 02, 201 o 2:50 PM 
Otero, Mana 
Baer, Oani~IB; Fi\Zpatrick, Kathleen M; Liebennan; JessicaD (DRL); Cassidy, Joseph P; 
Stanfield, Emily 
Israel 

Here< is a·q\jicl< update qn rE)centdevelopments r~lated to the Flotilla. Ar:esolutioh on-,the topic pa?sed in tile UN Human 
Rigtits Council .(HRG)tpis morning l},lith :32 infavor;.3 .opposed ·(USplusN:ether1and~ arid. it~ly) , ancfQ.abstention.s 
(Belgium, Burkina Fasp, France; Hungary, Japaf"!; Korea., Slovaki.a, Ukraine. _an.d J~E) UK}~ The·flo,tilla resolution contained 
problematic lan9ll.age (e.a. "occupation") and also called {or·a new UN factfi,ndif'\g mission, .which wm result in even more 
ofa focus on Israel in the·HRC, Many ofthose v,ihovoted ag(3insfthe resqlution or _ab.?tained did so based on the fact that 
the UNSC Presidential Statement's c:ali for impartial, er.edible .lnvestigatic>n does riot necessarily require an International 
fact.finding·. mission. 

We have nodo.ubt'.thatour isolation .on this issue will ~ff~cfoµr other HRG priC>ritie~;atthe Council, In particular; w.e are 
concerned that.this could' !:lave a .negative. effeqt.on tile re~ ewaJ of tt1e Sudan mandate; 

According to pres.s reP~its~ 'Israel's .inner: se¢tfrlty.cabinet voted tcfd~port remainin~ pr:lscmers wiU:ii~ 48 hours, A 
goyemrn$ot sta,temel'it ':stated :iii at theH'.ietaii:iees. would, b'e ·exp¢11ed .irnn;ie~Uately • ac9Prciili9Jo ttie procedures set by law, 
Turkey. hassentthree~planesto lsraettorepatcl~te~ppro~ln:iately 4qo pB.ople~ ACcordingJ6 press reports, ·E(:lypthas 
opened its Raf~h crossin~ for travel and humar:ii\al'JC;ln !i!id and has allowe.d a shipment of electric generators info Gaza. 
This is the.first time it.bas· let h;1 non~food or medical supplies.since late 2008. 

PRM is dr~ftin~ a memo· with ii:Jeas for improving.the hurnariltatlan, sitL1atkm; which we l,Yelcome ,(and.to Which We 'have 
cor:i(ributed ideas). I also plan to give some· ideas to NEAISEMEP on how to address the human fights situation in Gaza. 

Mike 
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RELEASEDIN FULL 

Fro.m: Enay,.Car:i R 

To: Casteel, ~zra A;GazaHoti1IaMoilitoring Group. 

Subject: RE: MGGZOl: (Reutets}lJN rights body sets probe into .flotilla raid 
Sent: 672/20.101:42:18 PM 

Attachments: ;1006Q2HRCl4 FlOtillaEOV-fINALdoc [100602HRCl4 Flotilla1EOV • 
FINAL.doc] , 
Gaµ Flot!llares;_pdf[Gaza,Flotilla tes;pdfj 

Please note that three (vke .33) African·countrieswere absent. 

Voting:brecikdown: 
32.inJavo~ 

3e>ppos~:JUS, ltaly;Netrerl.ands) . .. . . . . . ... · . . ··.· 
·~ abster,itions:(Be!gium, Burkina Faso,,France, Hungary; Japan; Korea; Slovakia, .Ukraine, UK) 
3 abs~nt (Cameroon, l\/iadagasca~, Zambia) . 

Attachedisthe 'resolution and the EOV. as delivered. 

SBU 
This emailis UNCLASSJFIED. 

Fl'C)ni: GiSt¥1; ~ra A. 
~nti vvec:lnesday; June 02, 2010 1:29 PM 
ire:. Gaza AdtUla Monitoring Group . 
Subjec:t: 'MGGZ01: (Reuters) UN rightS body sets probe into flotilla raid 

GENEVA{~eut~rs)-Th~:Unite:dNation~ ~uTT1a.ri R)gh.ts Council voted.to.setu~anindepen.dentfact• 
finding mission to look into what it calledyioiationsof interna~ionallawin lsri3el\s raid on·a Gaza aid 
flotilla. In a resolution proposed .pyPaklstan:for the ornarijzation of the 1.slamic C~nferer:ice and Sudan 
fp(theArab gmup,Jhe .cm.mcil by.avote.of32 bf.its 47 members also·condernned the lsraeliactfon as 
outr~gepqs .. The United States tog~ther withtta!yaqd;the Netherlands voted .against; while nin~ 
European; African anci Asian nations abstainedand33 more Afrkan cquritries did not vote. · 

Ezra Casteel 
S/ES;.,O 'Operations Specialist 
202:'647.1512 
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RELEASED IN FULL 

HRCi4 
Explanation of Vote: The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces Against the 

Humanitarian B.oa:t Convoy · 

We regret having to call a vote and vote no o.n this resolution. .It is ourhope that, 

over time, th~s; Council will 1be able to unite a:touhd balanced and apptoprfate 

response$ to urg¢nUfitilatiorts-that deserve our attention. We have engaged intently 

in discussions here in Geneva and in forums around the world in response to the 

evep..ts ,adC1.tessed in this resolution, and are deeply committed to working with 

partners to ensure a full and .appropriate response to this incident and the 

circumstances that le&to it 

As noted irt qur. statement :in this chamber yesterday, .the United States is deeply 

disturbed by the recent violenGe an<i regrets th~ ttagi.c loss of life and i11juties 

s\l.ff.e.r~d aJ.11ong those iJl.vol:Ved in the incident.aboard the Gaza-bound ships. We 

condemnthe acts that resulted in the. loss of at least ten lives and.many wounded, 

and we express our condolences to tbeirfa.mllies; 

W'e call ~ttenti9n .fo .. the Security Council statement adopted on lune 1. It is 

irriport(lnt to ensure a prompt, credible, impartial, and tra.h@arent investigation. 

'Israel h.as a very. str0ngjnfotest in· conducting .such an investigation that meets 

iiit¢Jl).atio:tlal srancfards and:exposes all the facts. There.are, of course, a n$ber of 

ways.to ensure such an oµJcome. 

The United States continues fo he de.epty: conc.emed .by the suffering of-civilians in 

Gaza apd fhe deterioratinghui.nanitarian and huinan riglits sitm1tion there. The 

situation in Gaza is µti.sustainable a.Jld unacceptable. InJinewiththe:Security 

Cotincil statement adopted yesterday, we. stress the need for sustained and regular 

ffow of goods and provision. and distribution of humanitarian access throughout 

Gazj\, ang we win continue our Worktowa:rds this endwhile bearing jn mind the 

Government of Israel '.s legitimate security concerns. 

In the.:context of today's .debate, it is important to once again stressthatthe.only 

viable· solution to thelsra:eli-:Palestinian conflict is an agreement, negotiated 

between the parties, that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and fulfills the 

UNITED STAT~DEPARTMENTOF STATE 
REVIEWAUT:IIORITY:.SHARON EABMAD 
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aspirati:ons of both parties for inde:pendent1wm¢laI1ds throu.gh t\Vo ·states for two 

peoples,.Israel anc1 an indepeµdent, contiguous~ and viable state of Palestine, living 

side by side in peace and s~curity. 

UnfOrtu:nately,.theresolution before.us mshes to judgmentona set of facts that, as 

our debate.oyerthela~tday makes clear, ate o1)ly beginnlligto be discovered·and 

tinde~t()od •. It 9reates··.~·inten1ationai ·Il1echanismbefore.giving:the responsible 

•government an :opportµnityto· inyestig~teJhis i11cidenf itself aI1d thereby risks 

funlierpolitfoizing a sensitive and volatile situation. We understand the impetus fo 
respond quickly to a troubling set .of events; But we have an obligation to 
detetmine facts and make consideredjudgmeBts onhowto best address what is a 
complex and di'fficultsitu~tion. 

Fodhese reasons, we must vote againstthis·resolution. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: 
sent: ~t!~t;;~j:Y~J;he•0'.?,•201ot1:44Al\/1 RELEASED IN FULL 
To: 
§!Jbject: 

Gµza Flotilla Monitoring GrO\JP . . . •. 
FIN: Six Germahs still held in Israel after Gaza aid boat raid 

Six (;ermans· still held in Israel a:fter Gaza aid boat raid 

BERLIN, June 2, 2010 (AFP) - Six Germans. who were on the Gaza-bound aid. flotilla 
held up l:>y Israeli forces, l.ncluding one who was injured; rema,:Lned in detention 
in Israel on Wednesday, tlie German foreign ministry s.aid. 

Fi Ve Germans were detained "in .a prison" following the deadly ass.ault, foreign 
ministry spqkesman Anton l?eschke said. 

"The Israeli authorities intend to ta~e them later this evenii;ig to Ben Gurion 
airport to deport them, 11 he added. 

The s'ixth "cbuld. be kept in a h'ospital near to .Te1 Aviv, 11 he said,, without giving 
any details· bf the· man' s cc:mditioh or injuries. 

At ·1east u Germans were on the boats whi.ch were raided Mo11day ·by Israeli 
c6trimaridos leaving .at least nine people dead. Fi;Ve, including two cleputies from 
the Left Party, .a former deputy arid a doctor., had already: been deported. 

Media.Analysisa:nd,Wlltch .center 
USSTRA:TCOM Foreign Media Analysis Program 
SOS Tntei:na~icinal .Ltd.· 
www.sosiltd.com 

For. additionafinfonilation; please viSitthe SOSi USSTRA TCOM•FMA p.cirtal athttJj://firia.sosiltd.com/secl.irel?SlD#SECF8jEFBEF, 
Once registered, you may access FMA prodlict.S and mariageyout.SUQScriptioris: Write to helpdeskfina@sosiltd.ccim or. caJI 703-483-
4898for assistance. 

To unsubscribefroni.this list, please use the following.link: [HREPORT_UNSUBSCRIBE_LINK••] 

SOS lnlematlonal u<I. E-nial! Disclaimer. 
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Coh:!lll""· Channaine: (l)'.RL) 

From: 
Sent: 

sumvan; John L. RELEASED IN FULL 
vvednesday, .. Jun¢ 02,201.0·10:41 AM 

T6: 
Subject: 

Gi'!Z!3·;f/otill~ Monitodng. Grol(p . 
FW: UN righ~s council approves probe into Israel's ship raid 

UN rights c.ouncil approves probe into Israel's ship raid 

GENEVA, .June 2, 2019 (AFP) - The mi Human Rights Council on Wednesaay adoptec:l a 
resoltltion·setting :up an.independent iriteri:J.atiorial probe into Israei•s 
iriterceJ?tion of Gaza-bound ::;n.:Lps. 

The resolution, which also. c:ond.emned Israel 1 s "outrageci\lS attack,•• was adopted 
after a vote, with 32 cotrn:tries voting in favour, three against, and .eight 
abstentions. 

;rt "·decides to dispatch a.rt independent international fact-finding mission to 
investigate violations·. of i!lteril:atio:nal law~ includ:i.11g Jnternati6nal hi.lmanitari.an 
aid and-human rights raw, res:ulting from the Israeli attacks on .the flotilla of 
ships carrying humanitarian. assJstance. ii 

Th? ti:xt a.1·so ·<lecides to 1•a.uthorise the president of t!J.e council to appoint 
metllbers of thi'S iri:deperiderit interna:tidnai f:a:ct find'ing system. 11 

Israeli comtnando,s boarC;le.d Qne of the .aid ships bound for t:he .qaza Strip in tlle 
pte-Cia:vm raid:on:.Mon,day that left at least nine passengers dead. l{undreds of pro,­
Palestinia:n acd:vists were aiso arr-ested. 

The move spar}(ed glo}:ial out:r;age and p~olllpt:ed .states from. the Arab Leagµe ~·p. t:he · 
Organisatibn 0£ the Isl;:tmic Conference -(OIC)' to ask for the special ses~ion of 
the 47 member· states .. in the rights coun:c1i. 

It also dr:ove l?akistan, Sµci<,il1 p.n¢i the Palestinian delegation to propose the 
resol'ution during the ui:'gent s:Ltt·ing, dµrfog whic.h countries ranging :from .Laos to 
Pel:u to Iceland .all spoke out against .Israel·' s move. 

The trriited states said it wa:s "deeply disturbed" by the vidle:rice but opposed the 
resolution. 

US amba:.ssador Eileen Donahoe said the text "rushes to judgement on a set of 
fa:dts 11 that were only starting to et'ner~e. 

"It cr.eates an. international mechariisni.'befor.e giving tlfe· responsible government · 
the opportunity t.o i:iivet:;tigate the incident itself, " she added. 

The ):oJet'l;ierlancJ.~ al.so voted against; with its .envoy saying that the call for a 
"parallel in:vestigatlon 11 into the raid by the council 11 w.ould not be conducive 'to 
:relaunching t:he Middle E.ast pea:ce process. " 

Israeli atnbassa,por .Aharon u.;snl'lo Y.aar d,.id not r$te:t to the resolution when he 
spoke ahead of the vote, but h~ rei:terated' that the activists ortbo.ard the raided 
ship did riot have peaceftll motives .. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY!SIL\:RONE AHMAD 
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He noted that Molotcw cocktails, clubs . and' iron bars w.ere use-d against Israeli 
soldiers. 

He also claimed that "large quantities of ca.sh.were also found .on board, some in 
the ,pockets df the attackers and most in· courier belts ready for transfer to the 
Hamas." 

MedlitAnalysiS al'ld Watch ()enter 
USSTMTCOM foreign :Media Analysis 'Program 
SdSJntemational .Ltd. · 
www ;sosiltd.com 

For addition.aJ.information, please.yisit the SOSiUSsTRATCO:tyfFMA portal af httj?://fma.sosiltd,com/securei?SIDi:SECF83EFBEF, 
Once registered, you mayaccess··FMA products and manage your stioscripticins~·writcto'helpdeskfrilal@sosiltd:ccim .or call 703-483-
489.8 for assistance. -

To unsubscri~ from this list, please use the foil owing link: [•*REPORT_l1NSUBScRlBE_LrNK*>i-J 

sos lntemationa!.uil. E-mail D!sclahiier. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01539

UNCLASSIFIED 

Col.eman. Charmaine .(DRI:.:) 

From: 
.Sent: 

sumvan, JohnL RELEASED IN FULL 
lj\feQnesd~y; June 02.; 201.o ·10:39AM 

To: Gaza,fldtUlaMo~itot.lng:.G.roup · .. · .. . . 
RN: All detained :activists. en route home: Israel prisons Subject: 

All detained activists er:i. route b,ome~ Israel prisons 

JERUSALEM, Jtine2, 2010 (AFP) - Thehu,ndreds of activists det;ained. in a deadly 
raid oir a Gaza...:·bound flotilla have all been rele.ased from prison to be c:leported, 
a prisons authority spokesman said oti Wed:ilesciay. 

"There are no lon~er any .detainees in prison, 11 Yr.on Zamir told. AFP w):ieh asked 
about the people d.etained after Monday's commando raid in international waters 
that killed ·n:i.ne activists. 

He said they were all taken to Ben Gurion international airport near T~l Aviv or 
i;:o the Jordanian .border. 

More than. 120 people were deported tg !J.ord.an o:q. We.dnesday morning, Others were 
pu'to on fiights out an,d more were awa'it;,ing deportation at the airport. 

Authorities said 6S2; people .from 42 countries had been ib6a:rd the six ships that 
tried to.bust :the. Gaza. blocka,de. 

There was very little officiai inforwapion aboµt the condition of the injured 
passengers being t.rea:ted in Isra:eli hospitals . 

Physicians for Human Rights. put the number of woUD.ded activi.sts at 52. 

1Vfedi~ A~~lysis 11n4 ''f/at~h .cent~r 
USSmJ"COI'vfF9rcign Media Ana1ysis Pl-owam 
sos .Jntematl~ma\ Ltd. 
www,sosiltd.coin 

FQr a,dditionatinfonnation, please. visit the .sOSi USSTRATCOJ'Vf F1*1Aportalat·http://nna:s~siltcLcom/securel?SID=;SECF83 EFBEF. 
Qm;i: registerect you may access FMAproducts and.manage your subscriptions. Write to helpdeskfina@sosiltd.com or call 703-483-
4898 for assistance. 

To unsubscribe from this list, please use the following link: [0 REPORT _UNSUBSCRJBEi_.LINK **J 

sos lntemalional Lid. E-mail Disclalmer. 
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RELEASED INFULL From: 
sent: 
Tot 
Subject: 

Casteei, Ezra A 
Wednesc:f~l)',~Juh~ 02, 20~ o .19: 19 AM Gaza :f71otilla Monitoring Group .. 
MGGZ0:'1 :. '(Reuters}lsra.elis "h.umiliat~d" ship· activists::eyra.witness 

ALGIERS (Reuters) -Activists aboard l'I Tur~lsh aid shi!J used stk~s!o .defe.nd the.m.selves against a raicibyJsraeli 
commai:id'osbutwere·eventl!~llyfor~ed tosur.rend.er.-ana.'were tied up,one ofihl:! activists said. ·'!They humiliated .us,!' 
said.AhrriedBrahimi, ahAlgerianwho said he was ortboard the Mavi Marmara ship .where niost of the Violehte took 
place durihgthe@ifl: 1Vi/ew.ere not armed. We did no{gqfhere ~o fight;" Brahimi, wlio:saJd hewasthec;oordinatorof 
the Algerian contingent on board the ctorwoyis;ships; 

Ezra.Casteel • 
S/ES~o bper~tions Specialist 
202:641;i.s12' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT o.F STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY! SHARONE AHM:Al) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1 of2 

{;;i~7 
RELEASED IN FULL 

~~~~A . 
Gaz~Ffo~llla.-Mcmit9ring.Groµp; Cµnnlngham, Jamt:sB; Sievers,MarcJ; Goldberger, 
Thomas H; Connelly, Maura; Schlicher, Ronald L;.Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" ;Je~y, 
James E; de Otalvaro>eLaw<i, H; Gordon, Philip H; Mc:Eldowney, Nancy E;)<aidanow~ 
Tina:.S;.EUR.,SE·DAR.;IJL 

Subject: FW:-Per your request .. TurkiSh.-Plartes 
Sent: 6/2/20108:50:36 AM 
All, 

Fqll9wing up on conversations with israelis in [:>e and Tel Aviv, we called the Turkish MFAOperations 
tenter.· MFA.Ops reportsthcit t\filbTurkish ;passenger planes are ~llrren;tly on ;the.ground fo Israel loaded 
with pa.X; The re is a third Turkish passenger plane also oh the ground without pax. 

Th.ere are ~lso three !;ambulance planes'; to carry.wounded. MFA.says tl1ose planes (not sur.e how rnariy 
ofthem or how.many pax) are being\oaded now. 

MPA said all planeswoul4 take off"ina synchronized way." Not sure whatJtiat means; 

Doug 

;Dol-!Qlas,·A •. s.illirnan 
Qepucy .q1Jef:pf tyils.s!on u.s. Enipa5$Y Arikara, Tµrkey 
96~31i?'-455~55SS:x7190 

T~ls email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: de otalvaro, U:lu(a H 
>sem: Wednesday; Jone 02, 2010 3:46 PM 
To: Silliman, Doµglas:A 
cc: Howard, Jeremiah"Jerry~'; Miles,>Batbara J 
Subject:. Pel' your request· t1:1rkish Planes 

This.email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Tayla, Suf:ieyla 
Sent:W~riesday;JOneo2, 2010 3:.33'PM 

'CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
UNJTF,ti··S'J.'.i\TJ!JS .DEJ.>AttT.l\.fKNJ'·_oF· S'FATE 
REvmW,AUT:IlORITY: SIIARON EAHMAD 
DATE/CASE.ID: ~iAPR 2(1lZ 201004163 

Printed By: Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) 
Page 1 ofi 
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To: de Otalv.aro;. Laura H 
~c: Howartf, Jeremiah "J¢rry11; Ahn; Michael; Arvey1Jason. M 
Subje¢ Turldsh .pJ;;in~ · 

Laura, 

l talked to MFA crisis: de.sk They .sai4 that there <IIe no Turkish P;l.anes took off Israel yet 

Now there ~e .3.anibulimce planes
1
.and:Jpassehger planes in:Israelwaiti:ng atthe airport. 2 of 

the passenger pfanes have their :passengers· ort bo~rd. 

Right at ·thi sni.ofuetit, ·.ajnbl.ilance planes .ate rtiajd.Qg prepan1tioris to.· board their patients. !hey 
are foreseeing.all·six .pfane·s tb foave Israel u1a synchronized way. 

FYI 

SUheyla 

This eniaiHs UNCLASSIFIED. 

Page 2 of2 

CLAS;>IFI~TION: UNCLASSIFIED Printed By: Coferriar:i, .Charinah1e (DRL). 
Page2of2. 
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Cqleman, Ct:i~rmaitn~ (DRL) 

Cast€lel1 Ezra A Frorn: 
sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

RELEASED IN FULL 
Wednesday; :June 02, 2010 8!50 AM 
,Gaza Flotma JV1qnit9ni'lg (~r9up 
M$GZ01: (AP)TurkiSh ll!lwm.ak~ts urge gpvtto reVieW 1.stae)Jies 

ANKARl\·(AP) - Turkish lawmakers issued ·a oedaration calling ontbe governn'lent.t0 review itspolitical and military ties 
with lsrael, The lawmiikE!rs also uraed)srael tq lift tre iJlockade on Ga?a, i$SU~ an apology fort.tie deadly raid qn Ga.za-' 
bound aid ships that left nine activists dead, arid compensate victims. 

Ezra Casteel 
S/ES-0 ·Qperation:s Specialist 
202.647.1512 

UN]Tl];D STATES DEPART1\'1ENI OFiSTATE 
·REvmw:·AUTHoiuri:': s:HAR.oNE'AHMAb 
DATE/CASE:fil: 03 APR2012 201004163 
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From: 
Sent: 

Casteel, Ei;ra A RELEASED IN FULL 
Wednesday, Jun~ 02, 201 o .8:49. AM 

To: 
subject: 

G~a ·F.!oWI~ Monitoring G,roup 
M$GZQ1: (AP).lsrael to expel all.activist~ t>y days end 

JERUSALEM(AP) - Israel's attorney general .said all of the nearly700activists det~ined in a, deadly raid on an aid flotilla 
bm.md.for the Gaza Stfip VJIRbedep(}rtecibythe endoftheday. Yeh\Jda Weinstein !:)aid fsra~I decided.notto prose,cute 
anv.·ofthe actMsts . .Offlcia.ls eadier said·theywer:econsidetingprosecuting.about·so people believed to be involved. in 
vioierice. 

Ezra Casteel 
S/ES-0 Operations Specialist 
262.647.1512 

T:JNIT:EDSTAT~S.oEPA;RtME:Nrr o:F.sTATE 
REVIEW: AUTHORITY: SHARON :E.Ai:iMAD. 
DATE/CA.SEII.i:03APR20.12 201004163 
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.Coleman, Char:m~ine(ORL) 

From: 
Serit: 
To: 
Subject: 

Reisser, Wesley J 
Wednesday; dune 02, 201 O 8:45 AM 
<paza Flo~illa Monitoring Group 
FW:Arraf 

From: R.ithter,.KlmB 
Sent: \Alednesd'1Yr June. oz~ 2016 8:32 AM 
:To: Reisser, WesleyJ 
Sub]ect: .Arraf 

RQseVille.'w<>man on :Ga.z~ floti}Ia, freed frpmlsraeU jail 
By Ni raj Warjkoo 
Detroit Free Press 
June 1, 2010 

RELEASED IN_F:ULL 

APalestinicin-Amedcan worna,l'J origjoa!lyrrorn.~os;evillg vv~9 ·wa~ ,part cifthe .qaza:flotilla was released today frorna.n 
lsraeliJail after being beaten by:lsraeli·seturiW, her hlisbandtold the Fr:-ee Press.today. 
H_uwaida Arraf; a natjve .of metro Detroit, is a Palgstlr'liah advocate wno'was oh one of the·several ships by. activists in a 
ffotilla lo~kingto ci~livera.idtopeqple!rr Gaza.She i~cq~founcler of th~ 1.r:it~rn<itJonaLScilidarify Movement, a 
controversial group;;and.is married·to Adam Shapiro, anactivistw:i.ththe· Free.GazaJviovement 

"She was rel~a,sed~rorn th~ prist:in .a'Doui s~G hDurs agD/';Sh'.'api!o fold the heePress,'1She was beaten up. on the.sn\p h'J 
a.n lsraeii·q:mrmando whetrthey tooi:<Jt and .. <Jgi3i.h;in the jaU. Sfre \Vas punched ?fl east once; And .on the:'Jv'aY out of 
prison,.one officer et bowed her in the fate~ She;s bruised, but she's a tough kid." 

Israeli 9ffic:laJssaid they coulifnptconnrm Arrafs story. 

O'rli Gil, consul general oflsraelto the Midwest, told the Free Press .that they could not find a record ofscimeone with 
her name wit~a u.~. passpof;t. 

Gfl also said: "She was probably not beaten/' 

She added;. ;'If there was ciny vio.lence Jnitiated.by::the peopje on the bo;:its,.cif course the soldiers ha.d to react to· this in 
order fo get over the resistance;" 

Shapiro said Am1fwaspn the ChallengerOnE:! boat, which l;'Jas Patt of a.ff9tilli3 thaJ w~siritercepted by lsraeL Since the 
incident, Arrafhas been featured i.h media outlets.such asthe New)'.orkTfrnes and CN.N. 

An Israeli captain tcild'.lsraeli newspapers he ~nd<Jthers were,viole
0

nt!yass.al.lltWafterthey larided on one.of the ships. 
He said some .cifthe activists·aheniptedto IVnc::hthe l~raeliswith we(!poos. 

Shapiro said t.hetsraelis·aregiliiiig.misleading,s~a.ter:J1.ents. 

"lt'sdeiirthey have been·coached onwhat tQ ~ay;";sbaprro s~id .. "Theyare acting as If they are.the weakvicti.ms ... to 
make it seem they were s0mehow:thevietims here is utterly ridiculous:'' · 

.UNITEP STATES DEPARTi\iIEN'f OF'S'fATE 
REVIEWAUTHORlTY:SHARON E·AHMAD 
D:ATE/CASEID:.Q3APR2012 2010'041'63 
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Israeli officials: have said thatwhl.le they regretthe shooting deaths,their comma 11d9s acted ih s.elf"defense ·in 'dealing 
with vlolentextremists .. 

J(int 1].fofi.ter 
r>./OCS/Acs)NESCA 
(2o;z> ,G4.1-a3.os 
Bahralh .• s.f'iutan, Egypt, India; lsrael;west Bank, Gaza .•. Nepal, 
.saudl/~rabia, Sri'larikai Maldives 

ritliterkb@state.gov 
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Coleman; Cha~maine (DRL) 1f/JJ3.3 
FeltJnan1 ~effreyp RlELEASEIJ IN PART 
Wedn~si:lay, .JJ)r:ie 02/2010 8:3~AM . . RA 

'From: 
Sent 
To: Feltman;Jeffrey.O~'Gaza Fkitilla Moi:titoring Grodff;'Sultlvan; JacobJ; Abedin, Hurria~ 'Dennis 

B .. RQss';'~d~hapiro@nsc;eop;goy'~ 'PKumar@nsc;eop~gov'; 'Hallar, ·Hagar H~·; 'Oennis_B . 
.:...Ross@11~c.eop:gov' 

Cc: Curinlngpam, James R; Sievers, M~lrg J;Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, .Douglas A; Gordon, 
PhilipH .. . .· . . 

Sobjeet: .RE: lsra.el DCM. reports Attorney Gerierci[permits release .of ALL Gaza flotilla:passengers 

lsraeJi DCM D<tn Arbeirju~i called me. back wlthfurt.her cl_arification .. H,e .~aid th(lt tt..ereare/are ''four tofiv.e" individuals 
who are"ceing left behind" temporarily, butnot/notbeciiuse.ofany judicial prec;edu~e$,. These "four to five'·' are either 
undergoingmedicaltreatmerit, andthus·sfayin~behind~attheir request,·ortheyar.ewaiti11gforthetlgnt:flights to their 
intended. desti.nation .. The. "fo~rto .five\' are.-notbeing held involunta~ilY; nor ar'e th~y being he If:) for .p9litical or judicial 
reasons. He.did:notelaborate on the nationalities. 

JefflJjy Feltman . 
AssfstE1ntSt70ret.ary 
BilreauofNcarEastem ·Affairs 
dep~rtmentof State· · 
202-647~7209 

from; Feltman; Jeffrey o 
s~~t;w~n¢.sda,y;J~n1 02!totos:ooAM . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . 
'to:·Ga.za Flotil!a:Mohltorin!;J Group; Sullivan, JacobJ; Abedin, Hum(i; DennisB,Ross; 'dshapito@nsc;eqp.gov'; 
'PKumar@nsc;eop.gb\i'.i 'Hajjar, Hagar R' . .·· . . . . . . . . . . 
Cc: -Ci.1im.ingham,James•R; Slevers;.NarcJ; .Jeffrey,Jam~ e··silliman, Douglas 'A; Gcm:~on,.·Pliilip·H 
Subject: Israel DCM repo'rt:S Attorney General permitstelea5e o(ALL Gazci flotllla passengers 

To all: 

lsi'ae.liDCM Dan Arbelljllst called ine with the folloWirig infonnatibn (whkh does hot track entirely withwhatEmbassy 
Tel•.Aviv has reported, so I .underscore that lca11notvouchforthe accuracy ofthis messag¢): 

...,. )he ·Israeli Attorney General has determined thatall/alf'Gaza fl Otilia detain'ees are to be released now; Thisfodudes 
those w.o.t1nded and lndud.es even,the"six or seven" who wer.e · suspected·qf instigating.the ;ittac.ks on.the Israeli 
commanQOS. All means all, :Dan said; responding to my question,. he confirmed that the Lebanese wounde,d.c=] B6 
I raspartof the ''a11. 11 

-- One Tu*ish plane, full,·fias alreacjy left f:3~n-GL1riqn Airpqrt:f <)rturk~y. 1\s,ecqnd'p)~ne iS currehtly•beingJilled; 
"\11/itliil} a felN 'hoursn :eyeryone:should. be oat. Thete:are.TtJrkisfrcor,tsu!ar officials wor:king with the rSraelis, andthe 
Turkish .Ambassadorto Israel. is likely.to be o.n one ofthe planes leaving. ' 

-~ There v,,ere some Israelis Who objected to-the Attorney Gen~ral,'sblanket release, butthe· Supreme Co.urt has upheld 
the decision.. 

Tliisseemstobegood new~;. let's hope it is accurate. 

Jeffrey Feltman 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFSTATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHAR@N EAHMAD 
])ATE/CAS.E ID: 03 APR 2012 201004163 
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From: Cunningham, James a RELEASED IN PART 
Sent: 
To: 

Wednesday; Juhe b2, 20.1q·8::33AMi.. . . ·. H6: 
Feltma11 •. J,.effr~y.P::(f aza.flotlUaM.onitoring ~rQl!P~tlflivl:ln; J.;acob J; Abecjin,. Hum a; 'Dennis 
s: Rol5s'.; '.dsrycipiro@nsc:f3qp:goy';. 'PJ<urnar@nl:lc;eop.~ov'.; 'HaD;:ir, Ha~rar H.' 
Cunningham, Jarriei> Rf Sievers; Marc J;.Jeffrey, James.F; Silliman; Douglas A; Gordon, 
f.'hilipH ... , . . ·. 

CC::: 

Subject: RE: lsra.e.1 DCM reports Attprney General permits release of-ALL Gaza ~otiUa passengers 

Stmday, Novemqer 2.8, 201o·5:00 PM 

seems to be, per rny emailal:lounalk wlthG!lad. 

fr91T1;.feltrnan;Jeffrey D 
'S$nt: Weqn~~ay, Jupe 02, 2010 3:()0 PM 
T~.:···f3~?a J=loti.lla.f!1onitoring.· Group; SuUiv<.1n,Jatob J; .A.bedin, Hurna; Dehhls 'B'Ro5s;·'dshapifo@n.sc.eop:gov'; 
'PK~mar@lnsi:;~p.~ov'i 'f,lajj~r, ~agar H.' . .. . . . · 
ctrcunningham~ James R; sievers, MarcJ; Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Douglas A; Gordon; Philip H 
Subject: Israel DCM reports Attorney General j:lermit:Srelea:Se ·of ALL GazaJlotilta .passengers . 

To all: 

lst'.;,teli DCM Qan A~bell just catted me wlththe foll9'1Jlrlg information.{which does hot track entirely with .what.Embassy 
Tel Aviv has reported, soJ uncie.rscore thati cannqt vouchfor the accuracy:of this message): 

-- TpeJsraeli Attorney Gefleral has det~mjined thatall/aJI Gaza flotma,detainees are to· be released noV{; This. includes 
thosewoul'.'!ied and.indud.es ~ven t~e'1slx orseve~11 wh9y.rer~ s.uspected.of i.nstiMtii;igth~ a~a.cks on .the· Israeli 
.commandos. All. rn.eans all,. Dan said; r:esponding~o rny.question,.heconfrrrnedthat .thete~ai:iese wounded~ B6 
I lwas.partofthe 11all.11 

• 

...: •One Turkish ·pfane~full, has.alreadyJeft Be_n•Gu1fonAirportfor Tu,rki=y; A.second plarye is currently being filled. 
"Within a few hours" ever¥one should· be out. There areTurklsh consular officiais Working with the. lsrael\s, and the 
TurkishA~bassadortolshiel is likely:t9b13 on oneofthe·planes leavhig, 

- There were some Israelis.Who objected to.the Attorney' Gerieral's,blanket release, .butthe Supreme.Court has upheld 
the d.ecisioh. 

This seems to be good news; let1s hope it isaccur.ate~ 

Jeffr~y Feltman 
Assistant Secretary 
Burf3au·off\Jear Eastern Affairs 
Departmeflf or Stat~ 
202.:647-7109 

UmTEl)SJ;A'.l'ESD.(j;r:AfiTMEN'fQFST~'I'E 
REVIEWAUTIIORI']'Y:SBARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE.ID: 03:APR2012 201004163 
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·Col$m~m. Char:marne :(O:RL) 

From: 
s.ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Gi;aljque; J~ff.rey G 
WeanesC:tay, June 02, 2010,1~53. AM 
G.azaFlotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: ASEAN-GCC Statement on Israel 

RELEASED IN FULL 

JOINrSTAi.TEMENT ()~FOREIGN l\ilNISTERS OF 
ASEAN~Gcc COUNTRIES 

At the Sec;o!ld ASEAN-GCC Ministerial Meeting on l June 2010 in Singapore, .F oteign Ministers 
considered ther:ecent.attacks by the Israeli authorities against personnel aboard the.humanitarian 
vessel; Mavi Marmara. · 

The,Ministers strongly deplored and c0ndemned this Israeli raid and actofvfolence in international 
waters. 

T:he ·Millfaters 1expressed ·condolences to.the victims of.the raid and solidari~ with the people and 
Government of Turkey andiother countries. 

The Ministers urged the· immediate Ielease: ofthose who are still held hostage;by the Israeli 
authorities. 

The Ministers called.for the removaLof:the Isr~eli ofockade in accordance with the.relevant tJN 
Secuirty ·Council· resolutions, in particularJJN 'Security Council R.esolution.;1860. 

Through the arorem.entioned raid. andviolence, Israelhas .once again. cr.eated additional hurdles to 
the'.Middle Eastpeaceprocess whichis·currently .entering a critical pbasewith the launchmgoftbe 
"proximity talks". 

The Ministers agreed.on the nee(l;Jor international copperation. to enswe thatl$rael.is held 
ac¢ou11tabJe fo.rj'~ adionjn acco:rdaD.ce :with:Pit~rriatio!l,al ·law. Specifically;. the Ministers urged 
the United N.i:ition.s to discharge its resppnsibiHti~ iri accqidance withits Charter, including 
through:.investiga:tiqn .of the Israeli attackin otderto ensure its accountability. 

1 June 2010: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTlYCENT OF STAT]!; 
REVIEWAl}XHORITY:SajlONEAHMAn 
DATE/CASE iD: 03 APR2ofa 201004163 
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From: 
To-: 
CC: 

Subj~ct: 

Sent: 

Latson, JennH'er:A 
Gaza Flotilla:Momtorin~ <3rou1J 
Sielarian,,Kelly Q;E~gelken, Stepbei1C 

StateineJ'l.tfr.om UNESCO'Director~General 
6/2/2010·7:35:04.AM 

As. preclicted; Please see t'his·lirik: 

f:iage 1 ofi 

RELEASED INT FULL 

http:l/wvJw,iJnesto;org/new/en(rrtedia;;senlices/singl7-
view/news/unesco. · directcfr general ,:Shocked· and concerned' over deadly Israeli tniiitary intercepti 
filJL . 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

~5i~if~~~·:D~~Jf1J~F.·STATE 
REVIEWAUTUORITX:SIIARON•E AHMAD 
DATEICA:SE.Ii>.:·Q3APR2o12 2oioo4163 

Pr'iiiteC:VBy; Coleman, Char:rnaineJDRL) 
Page 1 ofl 
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A9139 
Fr:o\11: Hayes; MollyE RELEASED.·IN FULL 
Sent: 
To.: 
Subject: 

WednesdEIY• June02;2010 6:37:AM 
Gaza ·i::1otilla·:fylpn1toring·Group 
Mdrocco Underlines Emei:Qency to Break lnhuman.eBlock:ade on Gaza 

l\11oroc.co Und~rliJles lElllcrgcncy to Brcak:Inhumarie'Bfockade on Gaza 

Gene~a; June I (MAP);- Morocco's ruriba.ssadbr :and permanent :representative to the United N~tions Office ih. 
Geneva Omar:Hilale :unde!!liried, .onTuesday, the pressingneecft.o brealcthe Isrci.eli inhumane and appalling 
blockadeimposed· oi:i Gaza,. 

Hilale, who was speaking at ameetjng held by 'the UNHRC to discµss :the Israe·Ii raid on.an aid fleet bound for 
Ga7~ s.aid that Morc;>cco was deeply chocked and dismayed by:thisTstaelimilitarya.Ssault. Having expressed 
Morocco~s,soHdarity witli the injure4 and its heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims, th,e diplomat 
reiterated the K:ingdom ~s condemnation ofthis vile attack; as ·well as its concern over lsraeVs disproportionate 
use: of force. 

The· Ki~gdom ofMorocco utterly rejects this act which tuns counter to the international law~ he said, adding 
that tjieJsraeli tjiilitacy a.tt:ack is unacceptable atthe pdliticalj .()jplornatfo and humanitarian levels, aJlthe more 
so because it ta:r;:geted .ana~d convoy in mtema'tionalwaters, which iis a blatant breach of the international human 
rights law and humanitarian law. 

TheMoroc.c~ ambassador said that the• gravityofthis.Israeli·attack.should·call upon the international 
comftn.uuty' s .fonscieri.Ce. since it oc·curred at a tiine wh9n US;;bi"ok¢red indireCtfaJ.ks ar¢ being held. betWeeh 
Palestirii<lllS and JsraeJis.He adde~ that "Moroccq, ·which cOilU1lencis the swift.reaction l>Y the.l.JNSC, urges 
Israel to abide by the. Council's dec1aration 1ca11ingfor the immediate release of dvilians. 

Morqcco cafls·.for·aH parjies·to.resolµtely e!).gag~intlie pea~~ process with.me.~a.im of establi~bll1g rut 
ind~endentand viable Palestinfan. State wfth AfQuds Asharifas its capital, living.side by side with ISrael in 
peace and security. (Maghreb Arab Press - MAP) · · 
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From: Patta:rihi; .Daniel M RELEASED IN FULL 

'.r.o: Gaza Flotiiia :Monitonng <;}toU:p 

·s 'b' :. 't' ,FW:OMANSPECIAL MEDIAREACTrON:JSRAEL;L:ACTION'AGMNST GAZ:A 
u Jee • AID PLQTILlLA . 

Se11t: 6/212010 6:34:49.AM 

This email:is:UNCLASSIFJED; 

From: BMARTCore. 
Sent: Wednesd~y. June 02, 2.QlO. 02:28:34 

To:c Pattaririi;Dani(:U4 
Cc: MDSCAT;;;SMARTS 

S. ·· b' .:OMAN SPECIAL MEDIA REACTION: ISRAELI ACTlON AGAINSTOAZA AID 
µ Jed. FbOTILLA . 

.MRI\!: . 
Date/DJG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.o,: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 

.UNCLASSIFIED 

1Cl·MUSCAT 378 
Jun:oz. 2otoI02102azJUN10 
A.MEMBA$$Y:MUSCAT 
WASHDC.1 SECSTATE:RoUrtNE 
12958 
OllP~ KPAO; KMDR1 MIJ 

SIP[)J.S 

Page 1of4 

Pass Line: STATE FORNEA/ARP;NEA/PPD, NEA/PI; JNR/R/MR; NENSAIEX/PMO 
LONDONFQl;H~f:AWAIC8.ER 

~g~~~~1~~s~~~11f FbR:NEAVl/ATCHER 
Subject: OMANSPECIAL MEDIAREACTl0N:ISRAELI ACTION AGAINST'GAZA 

AIDFLOTILLA : .. 

L SU.MMARY:'TheOrn(Jni print media rea<:;ted sWiftly toJsro.eli military a.ctiQn qgainstthe 
ak;ff!otilia·'bound lorthe Gozo Strip. Nearly allofOrnan's E'ngiish ond Arabic papers 

CLAsSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
lJ'NITED STATE;S·l)EPAR~MEI!XT ·OF STATE 
RE:\'IEW..AvrB:oruTY :· SIL\:ll.ON E·AIIMAD 
uA.irE;1cM:Eri>: o,3·.·.Ai>1qol.2'. 2oi904~63 

:pzfoted By: Coleman, Channcilne 
(DRL) 
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issUe.q strong cc;nge·rri11ations and called()n the ihternationd!cdmrnunityJo toke 
a¢tions. to;punisb Israel for violqtions of international .law and foforce it to .end the 
blockade of'Gaza. END SUMMARY. . 

ISRAEL KNOWS HOW TO "KILLPEACE;"WiLL THE U.S. ACT NOW? 

2; On J\Jesdoy June l. the private EngiishJanguage d<::Jily the 'Tribune"· (circqJation 
rs;OOO}wrote thalthe only expldncitkm for th~ dttdtk on the conv~y Of aid ships was 
that Israel wanteai·. to. scuttle the peoce process~ The paper·condernned th.e .acfion 
and the ''apathy'' of the fr1ternationol community to the plight of Gazq vnoer the 
blockade;· , 

Page2of4 

'Therqid has brpl:lgbt into s:harpJpcvs th¢ cripplingl~rqeli blockade. of Gaza qnd the 
international communiMs.opathylo Gaza'splfghKSo far!Sra.ethos.beengettihg away 
with every ptrodty it hos t:Jeer'I perp~tratinQ agdinst the Palestiniahs and this time the 
~orig $hoqltj not allow it to. hopp$t'\, itshqlilchb~ isolated andpu!li$hedforyester:day!s 
cnrne,whichJs .not only against the Palestinians l:>ut·others olso; W.hat:isqppallinginthe 
sordid drama is Jsrdel iridulgedin the heinous actjust·.on the eve of ifa Prime.·Mihfster 
Ber1jdrfiin N.etanyohl)'s visffto Wdshingto·n fo confer wit.hthe Oba(i')a ac!ministrd.tion 
official~ :on 1he progres_s of·the cu.rrenlproxirnify talks· to r.estart•the · Micldie East peace 
dialogue. Israel's 'pe'ace postores are o.'charade and the Jewish state is takinQ the 
world, particularly the l.JS, forcnide. lt's fimef?resi.dentObartio sees thr.ough lsra,el's 
game.Will he. act now?~' 

ATTACK DESERVE$ i•coNDEMNATIONOFTHE ,HIGHEST ORDER'' 

3;. On Ju~sg.iqy. th~'Eng!ish-longuqge:-gqvert;\rnenlcits\ly "QO~!=!i'ver" (¢irculotion 20,900} 
blasted· the,_action a~ainst the «:1id·flotilla, .declaring it both o common ,occurrence of 
Israeli a.buse ahd \Jhiquein that if oq:urted in lriterhationdl:waters arid was .directed· at 
interr:iofional dctors.-<)f ·rnarw· notionalities; 

''ln the past, the Jewish sfdie bod restiicted i1s excess.es to .. areas ond couh1rles :tho tit 
~ither 9ontrd1S· or with wh.cim it bds:utiple(js(]ht r~ldJibqs~ Yesterqoy m.Omillg, it. cJ-{ose to 
tarnet .org.anizqtions ond:pepple who Qppqse its oggress.ivejnitiatjyes I11 int~,matiohdl 
waters ... Yesterday's strike by he avyJorce certainly deserves· condemnation· of the 
highest.order: fbr redsoh.sthafitoc:curred in international .wat.ers.:and caused death, 
ihjufy ana anguish to pea¢efUI Citizens ofddzef:is ofpec)ce-lovihg countries who 
wantedfo help.distraught residenkof a poverty-ridden,area." 

ACTION "A KIND OF ISRAELI BARBARISM'' 
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4. Also.on Tue.spay, toeArqbic-langudgegovefnrnentdailY ··oman".(circulatioh.38,000J 
wrote that although .Israel bas cl$qrly·anr:io1,Jnce.d that it-woi:JJ9 preventthwfleet from 
arriving Jo Gaza's shores,.it's crvel actions ogainst internotionoi· activists is a clear 
violi::ltion ofdll iritemdtionol laws and norms~ The editorial also tailed tor international 
octionwhich would force Israel to end t.he Gazebloc~acie. 

"I tis no exaggerdtion to say thalwhat .hdppenedis, by:dll standards; a kind of Israeli 
barbarism~ which hds long, been prac;ticecl by lsrqel ond i~ still .practiced when deqlirig 
with Pales'tinians and everything related to the occupied Palestinian territories~ .. And 
tht1fit is vital and netessafyfotthose ot:gotiizdtiohs particularlrthe.UN General 
Assernbly, the Security Col)htil and the Red cross, to work on issuingproctlcal 
resollJtiohs to force lsrael to,liye l.JP fq its responsibility as occupying forc:;e, Bl)t the fad is 
thaftne lsroeligovertir'nent aims to thrott!~the GazaStrip, destroy its 'economy ond 
preyent it's people from Very bqsic living requirements." 

ISRAEL i•BLEW UP ALL PEACE" 

4. OtJ Jpne1s11 theprivateQr:npn Araoic ci9ily ''Azzatnn''' .(drcuJqtlon 25;000) s.t¢ted that 
6man'is stonding by the Pa!estiniar:is ondcondemning ,the lsraelkoggression on the aiq 
ijeet Whi¢h killec:l r11Clnypeopl9; "New Assault": 

"TheJsraeli qggression .or.i the freedom ships to (;azq .blew vp all.peace attempts that 
the Arabs· stood firr:rrby with theblessi~g;'.oHhe Urlite.d States and. European Union, They 
have showed thewfloley.'orld that they do.notil')tendto move towarcjspeace butonly 
favor escalation oft he situation by ignoring pU internatiOridl IOWs, lnthe rnids.t ofthe 
Israeli intransigence and the silence ortheihterndfional community, th.e Arabs and 
MUslims should.take a strong stand and ptdVide a' unified vision to; deter Israel. and 
condemn,·it.·lnternot:ionally and legally." 

Signatlire: 

.P.raftE!d. By,: 
Cleared By: 

Approved By; 

Relel:lsed By: 
tnfo: 

Attachments: 

Schmierer 

MUSGAT:Pattarini,. D~niel M 
Front-Office: Hurtado; LVlctor (Muscat} 
crayen, Myca F{ (Muscat) 
Front~office:Schmierer;. Richard .J 

Ml)SCAT:Pattarini, Darii~I M 
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Colem;m, ,charmaine(DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Levin, Jan 
Wednesday; June 02, 2010 5:.35\AM 
Gaza .Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: DEPORTATIONS UPDATE-lLRADIO 

FYI. Embassy Tel Aviv will try to.confirm this afternoon. 

RELEASED IN FULL 

Israel •Will act to:inimediately expel all the detainees according to the procedures set by law 

Israel will acuo·immediately expel all the detainees according to the procedures set by lawo110'61261 OF oil owing the 
discussion oUne securjty·and •. dlplomatic cabinettoda~·,theP~me.Minister:cons.ultedwiththeDefenseMinister, 
Justlee Minister, and .lntenor Minister on the question of:expe!lingJhe detainees rrdm the flotlna.to·Gaza. 

It.was agreE)qthaHhe detainees.~Quld be e~pelledJmmediately;..; ~ccordi[lg tcrtheproc®t1res set by 1aw. l"he 
lnleripr Minister.arinoun~ tt'lc:it'the:expulsionwill begin this evening,,;:indJhe as$essmen~ Is that.it·canbe 
compteted in approximately 48 hours. 

$ubj(:ct: DEPORTA110Ns UPDATE .... IL RAbI.0 

IL~D.10 REPORTS THAT TO DATE ~25:PERSON~ !1ET/';INJ:D FR0Jv1 ·n-rE GAZ,A:FLQJ"ll_LA }4AVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO 
BEN GU~ION,AIRPORTFQROEP.()RTA TION T.p TURKEY; J\PPROXIMATELY iso .RFMA\t.jilN ~AiL A~P WILLBE .. , . 
TRANSFERRED TO THE AIRPORT .lN THE·COMIN$HOURS:.1L RADIO'~ REPQRlj:R Ml ME'IRl SAYS fL INTENDS TO DEPORT 
ALL THE FOREl~N NATIONALS DET AfNED IN CONNENCTION WITH THE GPi.A FLOTILLA BY THE END OF, THE DAY. . 

lJrllITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
~VJEW AlJTHORI.TY: S~ON EAHMAD 
DATE/CN3EID: 03:;APR2012 2010041.()3 
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Co.leman; 'C.h~r:fua.i11e·'(DRL) 

From: Sullivan; John L 
Sent: 
To: 
subj~ct: 

Wednesd<'!Y~ Julie 02,·2010 5:UAM RELEASED IN FULL 
Gaza FiptJUa Mo11itodng· Group 
FW: Tur;key rni.iils legal.actlor:iagainstJsra.el: .report 

Turkey mu~ls Jiegal action a~.ainst .Israel: report 

ANK,t\RA, June .2, 201·.0 (AF.PJ - Turkey,'s j\lstice. lllinistfy is mu'lling ppi3siJ:ile }egal action 
·<1.9a:iI1:S,t IsraeTI: over its :deadly rai.d on aid ships bound for ~he ~a:za Stdp1 Anato.li(i new~ 
agency reported Wedl:i.esday. 

OfHcials ar.e loo)diig iri.to both domestic and .international law to see what action might 
be undertaken after Monday's operadonln iritern:a:tibnal waters that left nine peqple 
de.ad, among: them at least four Turks., the report said. 

The ministry will also decide whether to file a complaint with Tiirldsli ;prosecutors, it 
said. · 

Calling the. raid: a. "bloody lllassacre, " Prim,e Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan Tuesday urged 
an il:itern~ffonal iriqairy into the raid, irts'istirig that Israel.• s '"lawlessness" must be 
punished: 

"It is no longer po.S,si:ble to cover 1.lP or . ign,o.re · Iiorael 1.s ';i..;;i,wlessness. It ·is time for the 
internat:Lonal com~uni't:.y to say 'enough is enough'," he sciid. 

Mos.t of ·the: bloodshed. occurred on ~· TU:rkish,-.flagg.ed ship, .the .Mavi Matjlara, carrying 
hundrecJ.sr C)f pro--Pales;tiniari, ac.tivists from about: 30 cotintdes, mostly· 'f'Urldski. .nationals 
mobiiised by an I.slamist charity. 

·Medii1.Arialysis and Watch ·(;enter· 
u~~TRATCOM For!'.ignMedia Analysis program 
SQS l.fiteri~tiona.l Ltd. 
www;sosiltd;com 

Foradditional iriforrilation,; ,please visit the. SO Si· USSTRATCOM FMAportal ·at http://ffna;sciS.iltd;com/securel?SID=sECF83 EFBEF; 
0rice.registered, yournayac.ccss FMA products ani:l•inanageyout·subscfipti6ris; Wiite •tei helrideskfina@sosiltd.com or call7()3'483;; 
4898·•for·assistance. 

To unsubscribe frornthis list, please use the following link: [**REPORT_UNSUBSCRIBE;_LINK**J 

SOS lriterniitionel Ltd. E-niaifDlsqlairrier. 

·UNITED STATES I)EPA:RTl\IBN.T OF STATE 
REVIEW.AUTHORITY: SB:MlON E:Alil\1AD 
DATE/CASEID:03~R 2012 201004163 
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Coler:rtari,,.Channaine .. (L)RL.) 

From: 'l5Llllivan, John L · 
Wednesday; Ju11e 02, 201o4;4.0 AM RELEASED IN FULL Sent: 

to: 
Subject; 

Ga2a •Flotilla Moniforin9 (3roup 
FW: Malaysia thanks Jo'rdan for aiding iii saving detained Malaysiahs 

Malaysia thanks Jordan for aiding in saving detained Malaysians 

KuALA LUMPUR, June 2 (Xinhua) -'- The Mal<J,.Yf!ian gove::rn!llent expressed its deepest; grat:i,tuge 
to··Jordan.here on Wednesday .for the latter's assd.:stan,ce. in successfully bringing 
Malaysians detained earlier out of Israel. 

Ma\aysici.n .l"oreign .Affairs Ministry s.a,:i..ci in a stci.tement on Wednesday that the ~2 
Malaysians on board the humanitarian aid ship atta,ck~d by Israel on Monday wepe safe. 

A.ccqrding to the· statement, the Malaysian volunteers had arrived in .Jordan· at J.1:20 a . .m. 
Malaysia.ti time. 

Upori .arrival at the King Iiussein Bridge; the group was received by tbe Malaysian 
Aiilbassador Abdul Malek Aziz. 

The stCitetnent also said tllat the MaJ..~aysi<m$ were on their way to Aminan an¢l arrangements 
were being ma.de to bring them back to Kuala Lum.Pur, capitai ·of Malaysia. 

Me~mihile .• Malaysi~ Foreign, l\ffair:S Mi11ister Ahifih Aman, who is on his way t6 Jar.a.an, 
will th?:nlc the Jordanian government :for its a;ss.ist:ance fo S:ec\ir:i,tig the r¢l~ase of the 
Malaysians, 

He would alsd meet with the. released Malaysians, added the. statement. 

IsraeJ, defertse forc~s at.tacked the hu1lJ.anitariaI1 ship M<Lvi Marmara that ha:d 12 Malaysians 
on board ,fo·the :Lx:i.ternational waters early t-fonday. 

The violent act has res.ulte:d in strong condemnation from the Malaysian government. 

JVl¢dia Analysis:imd~Watch Center 
USSTRATCOMForeign, Media Analysis Program 
sos lnternatiol:lal Ltd~ 
www .sosiltd:com 

For additional. irifcirrnation, please vis.it the SOSi USSTRA'fCOM FMA,pe>rtal a~hnp://fma.sosiltd.com/securel?SID::SECF&3EFBEF; 
Orice registcred,~you may access FM.A products and manage your subscriptions: Write to helpdeskfma(a)sosiltd.com or call 703483~ 
4898 Joi assi.stance. 

To unsubscribe from.this list, please use the following link:[.,,..REPORT_UNsUBSCRlBE_LlNK.**] 

SOS International Ltd: E-mail' Disclaimer. 

UNITEDSTATESDEPA:RTMENT OF STATE 
REVmWAUJ'HORl'IY: SIIARON E itlIMAD 
DATE/CASED>: 03.APR2ol2 201004163 
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Coleme1n, Cll~t.m.ai ne {DRL) 

From: 
S.erit: 

Sullivan, John L RELEASED IN FULL 
To: 
Subj~ct: 

W~,nesday,. Jun~ 02, 20104;23 AM 
Gaza FlcitiUa Monitqring 'Group 
Algei'ian and UAE·reaetion 

Algeria 

U.A;E; 

Th~ Pr'esjden.~iaJ Alllcinc~ ~arties,tneNatiohal lib,eratlon Fron~ (FL,N), the N~tional Dernocratic Rally 
(RND}and the.Movementforthe'SodetyofP.eace (MSP) heidyesterdayaGaza s~lidaritygatheringof 
the.Pa!'esti.n.ian A.mpassad9r:. TheSecretary:General e>f the.Flfl,l/flllinistetof'State/Personal 
R~pr.esentatlve of Presjdeflt Bout~flika Abdelaziz 'Belkhadem •called Upon. Egypt ~o permanently open 
the Raf ah Terminal. Abdelaziz Belkhaciem, the spokesman ofthe RN D M il.o.ud Cliorii and the president 
of the MSP A'ooudjerra Soltani called for putting an endt.othe blockade. 

Onth.e other hand, theSecretary General ofthe Wor:kers' Pany(PT); Louisa ttano(nJe:. aoa the 
presi~ent ofthe Algerian National Front (FNA); MoussaTOi.Jati1·held'separate Gaza :solidarifymeetings. 

'· 

Atid.ei11ziz Be.lkhad.em wa:s alSb the gue~ ofthe•Algefian TV's shbw ''In the Spotlightt.Belkhadem· called 
upori Arab .countries to isolate Israel. 

The Algerian Minister D'elegate Minister will take part'in todays Arab Leagoe.emergency mee~ing.in 
C.airo. 

1he Settetacy General .of the GeneralUnion of Algerian 'J.Vorker,s (UGJA), Abdelmadjicf: Sidi Said, 
t6i:ide1T1nedthe'"l~raeli barbarian aggression!' afthe·ggth lritern.ational Labqr·conference (ILO) ih 
Geneva. 

Three Algerian TV channels.:...:EPTV, Canal Algerle and A3--aired last night Palestine~related movies; 

o Gaza.: 'All members of the.Algerian·delegafion hcive been rele<1sed. Toutsur l'Algerie 
o lsr.a~I releases:,a11 members oftl'.leAlgE?,rian dE:!lega~iqn. :Algerian Radio'Website 
o The Algerian delegation sor:Vlvesthe Israeli raid. Algetian.Radiowebsite 
o f21 cletci.inees~ inducling all me.mbe?rs ofthe Algeriand.elegatlonteleased; they arrived in.Jordan 

last night. Echourouk EIYoumi 
o lsr~i-el releases.the Algerians ....... PresJdent Bouteflika ;has ordered to send (I.plane to. repatriate 

them. El Khabar 
o .· Agreatthing: .. an Ar.ab emergency summit-the Europeans were m:ore courageous.in their 

reaction toJsraeL Ennahar 
o rsr.ael'reJeases:~8Algerians due to JOrdaii'smedlation .. Djazak News 
o Gaza: The Algerians released .. La.Nouvelle'Re!?ubligue 

" General: W~shington blocks ~e.cond.emnation of the •. ZionisfEntity (AlKht,lf e~j);• l:J.S~ moyes cauiiously on Oaza 
flofiila crisis{GJJ.lJN¢">?s);·.M:0retha11 lOO qeported activists arrive in.Joraan.{G#lfNe;.vs)~· Turkey Ptime Minister 

uNI'rEi:i STA1'ESDEPARTMENTOF'STATE i. 
JIBVIE\)7AUTHORtTY: SHARONE AHMAD 
DATE/CA:SEID: 03 APR201Z· 201004163 . UNCLASSIFIED 
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Rec~pTayyip_Erdqg<l{l: Israel is r:ui:IeancLit:i:nµs(paya· price MlXhale,ej);IsraeLthi:eatens.tp· re.peat '1lle massacre 
of free\ioin'' and ;ignores world anger (AiBCl)lar,i,). Egypt opens bordeniS .new aid ship sails for. Gaza (The 
National) · 

UAB: Pr~identKhalifa BinZayed calls for.urilted' response to ~g,e Isrdeli itttack(A/Jttihad); 'fhe FederalN.afio11al 
Councjl 'cqndemns JsraelkraJd •on. f r~dom..fiotilla (f(}zql ?ef J'fm~s);Al Khfl/~ej conducts aftJ II~p:lge investigative 
repqrt entitled. ~The Zi~nistTerrorism Kiils freedoin;11 The·report-reviews reaction_ ofEmirati intellectuals, ... · · 
politicians and· business· leadcrs.tO-the"Zion'istattack ori·Freedom.Flotilla"; .·Local events condemn Zionist.attack 
on Freedom Flotilla; The.Palestinian community staged •a solidarityprotestiri Dubai (.41 Khaleej) 
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From: 
Sent: :~~t::~~/::.~~e 02. 2010 2:os AM· RELEASED IN FULL 
To: 
Subject: 

G13Z<;t Flotilla Mqnitoring Group 
FW:. MalaysJa·to table motion at parliament to condemn Israel 

.Malaysia to table motion a:t parliarnerit to condemn Israel 

:KUJl.LA LUMPUR; .Jun,e 2 (Xinhua) -- '!'he. Ma:J,aysii'ln Cabinet de.cided OI1 Wec:inesc1a,y to. table a 
motiori .at the Ma:layiiian Parliament .to strongly condemn Israel .for attacking the 
humanitarian aid ship ta Gaza. 

The Prime. Minister's Office said in a statement posted on its official websit~ that the 
motion will be tabled next Monday, when the parliamentary meeting resumes. 

On TUesaay~ Malaysian Prime Minister NajibRazci.k said thatMalaysia W'ouldmake a motion 
so that Israel's brutal act woulci be brought up. at the Qnited Nations. CUNJ security 
Council meeting. . . . 

Meanwhile, Maia¥sian Foreign Affairs Minister ·Anifah Aman departed £or Jordan Wednesday 
ino:i:'nirig to se.ek the release of the .12 Malaysians on. board the ship attacked by Israeli 
commci,n_dos. 

The mhrlster said eai::lier that. Ma·lay::Sia was disap~ointed with. the UN as it '.had not 
strongly "P.eplqred Israel fbr p:i;-eakirig interna;tioni:i:l ·laws. 

Instead, the UN only expressed its regret over the incident; added Anffah; 

Me~ia.Analy~ls:apd Wati::~ Cer1ter 
USSTR:A TCOM.·Fqreign Media·Analysis Program 
sos lnt~mational i..td. · · · 
www.sosilt&eoin 

For additional iilforinaticm, please visit the SOSi US.STRAT:COM FMA portal at http:l/fma,sosilrd,com/secure/?SID=SECF83EFBEF. 
Once registered; you may a;cce~s FfylA products and :manage your subscriptions. Wi:it~ tohelpdeskfma@sosiltd:com·or call 703-483-
4898 for assista11ce. 

To unsubscribe from this list; please'.use the following link: [**REPORT _UNSUBSCRJBE'-LINK.•*] 

SOS lritematlonal Ltd E'ffiall Olsdalmer. 

UNITEDSTATES.DEPAR.TMENT OF STAT·E 
REVIEW .l\1JTHQR!TY:SIIARO~E.AHMAD 
DA'.11E/CA,SE ID:·03 APR201~ 20Hi04~63 
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Col¢111an, ¢harrnaine (ORL} 

From: 
Sent: 

Sullivan, John L RELEAS 
\/Vednesday,J.uneQ2,2Q101:.24AM · · ·· · , ED IN FULL 

To: 
subject: 

Gai~ Flotilla.Monito.ring (:;roup .· 
Flotilla Reaction: Cairo'EXtemal NewsSummal)' 102,.06~2010 

(;?za Flo:tm~·: Parlicu1;1ent Speaker Fath~·Sorour said tl:t,e two Egyptian parliamentarians 
detained mJsfael after being: taken by. lstaeli forces were teleas¢d with the efforts of the 
general i:rtteUigence Md ministry of foreigri! affai!°s (Al ryhram, Al Gomhuria); lh a related 
conte){t, UNSC condemned the Israeij ataick on the flotilla" Egyptian delegate to the UN 
Maguid Abdelf:attah said the Afahgrbup atthel.JN allowed.the UN 30 days to complete 
their )nd~pendent investigation before calling for another UNSCmeeting.to discuss the 
new procedures (ALAhram, Al Gomhuria). Jn a reiated context, President ·Mubarak 
ordered yesterday the. opening of Raf ah Crossing to .allowin humanitarian and medical 
needs:to Gaza. The crossing;will be openedimthetwodirecti<msfor an undefinedtime 
(Al Abram,. RAY); An official atRafah.Crossing.said additional.staff was called.in to 
help fa.ci1itate the crossing .operation. ]he first day ofpperation;is to¢lay. Ma:mdoul:l Gahr, 
the.secretary generalo:fthe EgyptianR.ed·Crescentsaid his Ql'ganization is currently 
deciding how much aid.it will send (ALGonihutia,. El _Shofotik). Kh~led Meshaal in a 
speech in YeJTieni Capital Sanaa thanked Egypt C;J.Acl ~sk¢d :f Clt'th¢. crossing to .•remain 
pefmane11tly9pen ffil Shorouk,Yeum7)~J:n a: related corite:X,t, Official ~d pqpular 
corideillI\ation& ofth~ Isra:eli attac:-~ .oh:the fle>tjlla continue(! for the. :se9tirtd day (Al 
Ahram, Al. Gomhuria). Sh.ura·C<:1\lncil sp~ak¢r:saJwat ELSllertifsaidthe Israeli army 
coJ.1cit1cfc;:9µId,not be interpreted otjusti':f]ed~ }31 Slieriif ~ondenm~d the Is~aelLatwck on 
.beha.lf of the NPP ~d. emphasii;~d thl:l ne¢d to. hold at1int~rrtation~linvestigatfon of the 
iriddef.it (Ai Ahrrun, AI Gomhuria ). Afahf.C>reign mini::;ters will bold ~n. emergency 
meeting today fo disc\ilss the cons~qµences oftl1e ISraeli atta,ck on the flot.itl~ (Al 
Gomhuria} Amr Moussa said yesterday at the permanent delegates tneetiJ1g,that Turley is 
now parµiering With Arabs to comiter'thelsraeli ~ttack (El Shorouk}. The meeting was 
attended forthefirsttime by the Turkish Aroba~sador who·falsified Israeli allegations 
that the attackwas an ·act of self defense(Youm7}. In the closed session, Syrian delegate 
proposed a 5 step plan that focuses on stopping. normalization; ·lifting the .siege, holding 
Israel acc.ountable for the attaek, unite in refusing indirect and direc;,tnegotiaticms before 
lifting; the siege~. coordinate to pursue· Israeli war crirriinals (Youm7); In a related cotitext, 
Egyptian .andLibyan officials discuss.e.Ci yesterday ·countefirig the consequetices of the 
Israeliattackon the flotilla (ALGomhuriaj). 

ThankYou 

l)NITEDSl'ATES.DEPA:RTMENT O:F STATE 
REvIBW AUTH01UTY: SHAIWN E AHMAD 
DATE/CASEID: 93APR 2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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"~ tlsa"fila Najeeb 
Political Spedalist C>n.Externaland.Militaty Affairs 
U~S. Embassy Cairo 
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) 

Sullivary, John L From: ' 
Sent: 
To: 

Wedm~sday, Jun~ 02 •. :20~0 12:48AM RELEASED IN FULL 
Gaza Flotilla. Monitoring Group 

Slibject: FW: lndiac:;oridemns!SraeliJaid C)f'flotilla bound for:Gaza. 

India cond.emns Israeli :raid .of flotilla bound' for Gaza 

N'EW DE:L1lJ:, June 2 (:J{inl"lua) -''- Ind,~a hap c9µqemne~ :rsrael fo,:r " i.ndiscrimihate use of 
fo:rce\1 in it:;i :qi~d .on floti~la w#h h11manitarian aid bound for the Gaza Strip, while 
calling:for ~eaceful dialogue to restore peace between Israel and ·'Palestine. 

:rndl.an Ex.ter,l'lal A:f fa;i.rs Ministry spokei;person Vishnu. Pr~ash said T).lesday night in ci. 
·statement 'that Ii;rdia .deplores the. tragic loss of li.fe and the reports of killiags and 
inj.uries to people on the boats carcy.ing humanitarian aid for Gaza. 

"It is btir firin· c.onvicti.on tha;t la.stit,tg pei:i<::e <;ind .Security in the :regiciri can be achieV'ed 
only through peac~fµi dialogue. and not ·through use of .force," said the sta,tement. 

Meanwhile: I Indi'a Is ruling Congress party has' also condemned the attack on the flotilla. 

"Such. use of fp:rc~ is platalit n~gatipn of. all hu111a,h vai'ues' Tl1¢ part¥ expr¢sses. it.s 
sympathy- wi·th th.e· famUi.es who have lost the.:i;r members and with those who bavt:! suffered 
inj'uries," party generai secretary Janardan. bwe:ve:di said. 

Medill Anaiysisand W11tch Center 
USSTRATCOM ForeigJJ Me~ia Analysis Program 
sos International Lrd. 
wwvistislltcb:Om 

For;ao~itiw1al jnfonnation; pleiisevisitthe SO Si U~S'.fRATCOM FMA portal at http://fma,sosilt&com/secure/?S 1Do=SECF83 EFBEF. 
Once.registered; y0u may access FMAprodµcts and manage your subsctjptions. Write to helpdeskfma@sosiltd.com or call 703-483~ 
4898.for.assistance. 

Tei uilsubscribe from.this.list; please use the follti\ving link: [•*REPORT_ ONSUBSCRTBE~.PNK**] 

·sOS ln!emational ltd. E-mail Disclaimer. 

UNITED: STATES DEPARTMENT 0F STATiE 
REYIEWAJJTHORITY.:BfiARON;E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE II); 03 AJ>l{ 2012. 201004l(i3 
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From: 
sent: 
To: 
Ct: 
S'ubjeet: 

Mr .. Higdon...; 

Shelst§id;. Jeffrey 
Wednesday; June 0,2,, 2010 12:32 AM 
~Higdon,. G$Qrge.S;~; sEs~o 
Gaza .FlptiUa lVlOJJltoring GrOL!P 
RE: Reqli~sted.articfe 

I have }ust spo~en withthe U5. Co11sulate ln·l<arachi. 

RELEASED IN PAR.T 
B6 

The· event happened yesterday afternoon.(06/01} and the protestoutsidethe Consulate was not large .. 

The Consulate reports all ls;quiet now (06/02 at0915Karachi/0015 EDT). 

Jeff Shelstad 
Watch ·Officer 
Departinem of$tate Operations Center (S/~O) 
SlielstadJ@state.gov (202) 647-1!;12 

From: Higdon; George S;{riiailto:Gearge .s. Hlddon@nss.eop:govJ 
sent: Wednesday; June .. G2,. 2010 .. 1z;:cio AM · 
Tc>:.SES"O . 
Subj$Ct:·Requested artide 

Requested article :cont~rnirig rioting near the American Cor\sulatein Karachi .In response to Israeli raid •. 

G. Scott Higdon 
Duty Offit~t 
WHSR 
·(202):456,9431 (open} 
770~740'0-{5e.cure) 

From: NOC M~dia.Monitoring fmailto:kcraswell@techbpscilutibns;netl 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 201011:13 PM · · 
To:'Undisdesed recipients 
SubjettfFOLLOW~UP #10...;MMClOI #569'-05/10-At'reSts Made!h :Anti'-Israel Pi'otestTargetlng U.S. Consulate -
Karadii, PakiStan 

l'itlie:. 
Location: 

Anti':'_ISU:lel pr(>test'1:Urns violent inKa,rachi 
Karachi, Pakistan 

Ml\11C CIR #3:ldcntifying ~yentswith. opc11ationai value ... corrob~rating crHicaUnformation .• 

Exc~l"pffrom NevvsArtic.Jes: 

·UNITED :srATE$DEJ>AR.T~IENT OF STATE 
REV.JEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 03.APR2012 201004163 
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The red zone of Karachi .depicted a battle scene Ttiesday~veriirti;,'aslaw;enforcemeatagencif!s c~untered 
activists of the Imam.ia 'Student Organqa'tion .('.ISO), who were marc;hlng toward.s the Arneric::an consulate to. 
protest again~f Jsrael's~atta.ck cm rui aid: fl ofilla. 

Accprding. to:report$; a}arge .nµIllberof:JSO activist!)• st;;iged·.adem()n$tra,tion.atthe.J(arachi.Press ·Club against 
Israel's atrocities, and afterthe demonstratiori·.the partieiparits started marchh1gtowar<ls th~ A,nierican Consulate 
to protest furt11er. 

DemonStratorspeltedstones atpoHce as they,attefupted 1q· contipue thektn.arch foward,s thecon~ulate. Some 
t~ponedly S.ilccc;:edecU11rea~liing the con~ul~te,.'Yliere officers tried.fo curb the agitation. Electricity was turned 
offand'heavy .clouds.pf smoke were visible. 

Policemen used ·ti~ar gas and water cann011sto disperse· the crowd and· arr.ested. several activists. 

Sources: 
Express Tribune I International Herald Tribune 
http://ttib\lne.com;pk/st0ryll7909/anti~israel-protest-tums;.violent-irt .. karachi/ 
Th~ DailyTiil1~S {Pajcistllil:) •. . . . .. ·. . 
http://www.dailVtimes.com'.pkldefault.asp?page=20l0%5C06%SC02%5Csfoty 2-6-2010 .pgl2 1 

Kirit era.swell 
Oj>er~tit>ri~ ,i\nalyst 
JO HS NOC Medi~ MQnitoring 
Phone: (703}·802,.6231 ext 5809 
celt:j I 
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..... 

C,9Jeman, .Chartnaine'.(DRJ..l: 

Ffom: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 

.Forwarding ... 

Doner, Susan L 
Y\fed1wsday, JuneCl2, 201012:12.i\M 
Gaza Flotilla Monitori~!l Grou·p 
FW: Requested artii::le 

.· 
From:'Higdori,George s; (mailto:George S. Higdori@nss:eob;govJ 
Sent:Wedrie5day, June 02, 2010 12:06.AM 
To:sEs~o 
Subject: RequeSted article 

RELEASED.IN PART 
· B6 

Requested artk:!e concerning doting nearthe American Consulate tn Karachi in.response to Israeli raid . 

. G.Scott Higdon 
buty officer 
WHSR 
1202) 456~9431 (ppen) 
770-7400 {secure) 

· IF~m: NOC Media MC'Jnito.rin9 [mailto:kcraswen@tediops01utions;net1 
Sen~: Tuesday, ~uhe OJ, 2010 11:13,·P'M · ·· 
To: l}ndisdos~t~cipJeritS 
Subject:FOLLOW~.uP :#10-.:MMC IOI #569-DS/lO~Artesti.Made ~n Ana:. Israel ·PfOtest Targ¢ting u.s. Consulate '" 
Karachi, Pakistan · 

Title: 
LocatiOn: 

;\nti-IsraeLprot.e!)ttums· violentin Karachi 
Karachi, Piikistan 

MMC CIR #3: Identifying events with .. operation~l value;.;;corri)borating ·criticalinf ormation. 

Exc~rptfroni •~ews A.irticJes: 
The:redzone :ofKarachi:depicteda battle scene Tuesday evening as law enforcement ag~ncies countered · 
activists ofilie Imainia,~Student OrgariiZ<:ttiqn.'(ISO), who were m~~hingt9wards tlie American consµlate to 
protest against IsraePs at'tackon an aid 'flotilla. 

Aceordingto.repbrl:s; a1arge:number ofISQa9tivist$.~taged.~g9rnonstr~tion ·at th~ Karaghi Press Club. &gainst 
israel'.satroc:ities, .and :anerthe .demonstratiOn the participants ·started matching towards the American Consulate 
to protest further. · · 

D.ctnonstra:tots pelted stones atpo1ice as they attempted to continue theinnarch towards ·the consulate; Some 
reportedly succcededili reac}iiJ1gtpe consµIate,,:'Where officers fried to curb the ~gifution~ ElectriCity wa.s turned 
off and.heavy cloudsofsinoke were visi.blc. 

Pol icemen. used tear. gas and water. cann,o~s t<? disperse th.e cr:owd and arrested several. ~cti vists. 

UNITED STATES.DEP.ARTMENTOFSTATE 
'REYIEWAUTHORITY:·sHARONE·AHMA:D 
DATE/CASE ID: O~ APl,t2912 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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s~~~c~s: ' . 
Express Tribune l IntemationalJlerald Tribune 
http://triburte,com:j?k/sforv/17909/anti-israel-protest .. turns .. violent'-in.;karachi/ 
The Dai1y Times (Pakistan) 
http://W.WW.dai1Ytirnes.contpk/defaultasp?page'=20 I0%5C06%5C02%5Cstorv 2•6-201 o ptrl 2· 1 

Kiln ~raswell . 
Operatitms Analyst 
DtIS NQC'l\[ejii~ ~onit<~ti~.g 
Phtm~:. (7Q3H~~2-623l:ext SS.09 
Cell~! I 
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From: 
sent: 

Sullivan, Johr:i L 
Wedhesday,,Ji.lneo2,201012:1o:AM 
G~a ,Flotilla M().~it()ring'Group 

RELEASED IN FULL 
To: 
Subject~ FW:WaeH repatriating families of Ankara embassy.staff: report 

Isra.el repatriat:img f.amilies of An!cara empassy 'staff: report 

JE~USALEM, JU,11e .2., :2oio (APP) - :rsraet is repatriating' the f.amiiies of its embassy staff 
in: 1l:hkar·a amid tensions 6v.er its raid on .. a .Ga:za.,..bound aid..·convoy 1 in wh:l,.ch at least four 
Tlirkish i'laticmals died, Isia~li pul).lic :radio repc:iited Wednesday. 

Ar:otind 5() people relat.ed t() }::;paei.i consµl;:i.te and e.mfia!3SY st;,a.if in Ankara ~.e.re hiaading 
home, a senibr official told the station, speaking on condition ·of anonymity.' 

lJNl'.fEJ) STA11ESJ)Ef.ARTMEN:T ·OF' STATE 
REvmwAtrtJIQru-rr: siIARor\rJt AHMAD 
DATE/CA.SEID:<i3.Mll20l.2 ll)1Q64i63 .. 
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CC>lemao, Charmaine:(ORL) 

From: Sullivan,. Jo~n L RELEASED IN FULL 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesclay, JUIJ~.01. 201011:57 PM 
Gaza Flgtilla Mo.Miforing :Gt9up ... 

Subject:· FW: .UPDATE: 124-~aza.aid flotillaacljyists, art.ive in Jqrdan 

FYI 

124 Gaza aid flotilla· activists ar.rive in Jordan 
Dl\LE G.AVLA:K, Ass<;>.ciated Pres15 wri.ter 

ALLENBY BRIDGE; Jordan lAP) - Dozens of pi:o-'Palest±niiffi activists di:tained in ·the Israeli 
raid. on tlie Gaza aidfl:otilla· arriyed iri Jordan on wedne~day after being deported from 
neighboring :tsrael, Jordanian officials said. 

The ,124 a:ctiyists from 12 Muslim nations - most of them without diplomatic ties with 
Israel - ~rossed the Allenby Bridge aboard five Jorda.nian buses. 

The bridge across the Jordan River is under Israeli: control. It links Jordan with the 
West Bank. 

Jordanian government. spokesman Na;bil Al.-Sharif sa:):d tP.E!re iNe:re ~:O J.ordan:i.ans in the 
group. Jdrdaiiis one of two Arc;i.bJ:lC!.ti:ons with a signed. peace treaty with Israel. 

'r):ie briqge's Jordanian chief, Br:i:g. Mahmoud Abii Jumaa:, said J"ord,an wi],lhelp repatriate 
th~_acd:v:ist.s ~who includelawmak.er.s and jou?:'nalists - to their respective countrie~ in 
coor-dination with their governments. 

KJ)waiti aml:lassador Sheik Faisa:l Al Sa.bah said there.were 16 Kuwaitis aboard the buses. 
"Tl1eY wiil be flown home aboar.d a Kuwaiti gOvern~ent-charj:ered plane J:ater Wednesday, 11 Al 
Sabah .said. 

"He said the o.ther activists came from A;erbaijan, J:ndorl.esia, Malaysia, Pakis:t!ln., Algeria, 
MOroccq., ·Mauritania, Yemen, oman a:nd ·Bahrain. 

Dozens' of other activists remain in Israeli det~tion, but most are expected to. be 
deported in the coming .days . 

Worldwide condemnation has poured on Israel since its nav.al .commandos halted the aid 
f+otilla in irit~rnatidnal wate:z-s overnight: Monday, setti;ng off a, melee that left nine 
activist's dead and dozens wounded. 'r\lr~ey,0 an .unofficial backer Of the. flotilla, has led 
t:he .. c]:iticism,, accusing :israe:L of committing a "mas:Sacre," and the U.N. Security Council 
demanded an imparti!al investigation:. 

Media Ana]ysis and Watch Center 
USST.RATCOM Foreign Media Analysis. Program 
SOS .international. Ltd. 
WWW;SOsiltiLcom 

For additional information, please visit·the.S.OSi •USSTRA T00MFMAP~rll!l. at http://flna;sosiltd:com/securel?SID=SECF83EFBEF. 
Once.registered, you may, access FMAproqucts and man~ge your ~ubscriptions; Write fo ihefodeskffria@sosiltd;t:cim or call 703483-
4898 -for assistance; 

To unsubscribefrom this-list, please use thefolfowing link: [**!WPORT.. . .:UNSUBSCRIBE....;L!NK**) 

UN:ITEDSJ'A'.(E$:PEPARTMENT·0RS'fATE 
RE,VPlJW A]JTHORI1)': SHARON E AHl\ilAD 
DATE:iCASE i:D: o3 APR'.:2012 2orno41fi3 
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. Col~man, Charmain~ (DR!,.).. 

RELEASED £N PAltl' 
From: 
Sent: 
TO: 

Cassiqy, JosephP 
Tt1escfay,: Ju.ne01, 2010 9:p1 PM . . . . .. . B5 
Fitzpatrick, KathleenM; MdGeeriey1 Kristen. R {DRL); MaYfield, Kay (ORL); Johnstone, Kari A 
(ORL); Lifi:il:Jerman,.Jessict3 D (DRL) - · 
Posner,. Michael H 
FW: Daily.Pr~~$ SriE:;!fihg ·-with :p~jlip J: ¢roWleY, Assistant Secretary, 13urea~ ·of Publiq Affairs 

·Cc: 
Subject 

Importance: High 

MR. CRbVl/LEY: Well, i mean, the Secretary conveyed to FQreign Minister Dayutoglu primarilywhatshe conveyed in he.r 
press availability that yoµ heard a short ti.me :ago,.thatwe support the Security council's call for a prompt, impartial, 
credible, andtrarisparent.irivestigation. We.support an Israeli inv.estigation and-butwe!re open to different ways of 
·ensi:Jririg'a credible'lrivestigation; indudingjriternationalparticipati6n. 

:From: Pelton, Erin 
sent:Tuesday,June 01, 2010 8:45.PM 
"fO: Gaza Flotilla Monitoi:ing Group 
Subj~: Daily Press.Btiei'lng - With Philip J. Crowley;· AssiStaht secretary~ Bureau, of ·Public Affairs 

The Gaza/flotilla~related.discussion from lodaVs Daily: Pres5 Efrieflng is excerpted below.. 

on-camera. DaJly.Press ~riefing Index 
Tue$day~ June :t. •. 2010 

;3:41 p;rn. (EDT) 

Briefer: PhilipJ. Crowley, As$1stant Secretary; B.t:ireati of PubllcAffai.rs 

03:41 p.m. EDT 

MR. CROWLEY: sun can .report theSectetar'{ bad a very oetailed, in~depth. discussion with Foreign Minister'Davufoglu. 
Th~firstportion of the meetin.g was on.the lfnmediate:sifoationwith respect tot.he flo.tilJa. The' second halfofthe 
meeting regMded the .sih!ation with respect to,lran. i'.11 goin~o d.etall.o.n t(1at, I'm sure, through your questions .. 

QUESTION: P.J., I'm .vor:ideringif you can give us a bit of- a f.ittle bit of flavor of;wh.atthe conversation between the 
Seqefary ~n<;lthe Tur~!sh foreign, ml.nisterwas.,Hebad some pretty strong things to say this morning; His boss has had 
:some pretty strong things to say as well. Is if safe' fo ass Lime that - I mean;. he .came out and said tliafhe wanted 1:he 
United States focqndernn this act.· Neitbedhe Secretary northe sp.bkesman at the White House would do that. Is it fair 
to saythat there1-sstiJI not a meeting at th.e,minds:onthis between the U;S. and Turks? 

MR. CROWLEY: Actually, nOt at all. ·It was, a-c;}b\iiouslyrver)i in"~epth discu.ssi()n li:lstipgfa r longer than had bee.n 
6rigir1al\y.scheduleq. An~.tl)roughout the·meetlng1 .. bqth·t~e·'5ecrntf1ry·and.F9reign- Minister Da.vu.togh,.1,more;thanonce 
said, look,we •. are; here as. allies and we .. have a shared·.inter¢stin Working throu&bwhat arever{ti'agic circumstances 
that hi:lve created significant .erriotionsiri the region .. The foreign ministertalked aboutTurke1?s· 1n1medJate concern, 
whieh is the.return of their Citizens' and Turkish Citize.nswho wer,e. tragically killed in•this episode,. And the:Secretary fully 

UNIT.ED.STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
!IB:\:'IEW AU'rHOR,ITY: SHARON E.AHMAD 
DATE/CASE IIkO~ AP:R2012 201004163 
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u.nderstood that. In fact, vJe have our own concerns and are. provid!ng consuiar.a.ssistance today to roughly 11 American 
citizens who werepart of the flotilla. 

And so in our c.onversations that we've had subsequently with lsraelLofficials, we have again stressed the importance of 
moving ahead and releasing citizens from a wide range of co1.mtries, notjust Turkey, even as Israel goes through and 
9egins its ow·n investigation.of what happened. 

QiJ.EstlON: Well, yeah, butyou still haven't condemned this. W<is the:conversatiorfat all heated'? Why .was there the 
need fortheforeignministerto make a phone call to his-to the prime minister? 

MR; CROWLEY: 1'rnl:!an, that was simply about the sequence of events. You;ve·gotthe:foreign mi.nisterhas met- since 
he me.t.Wfth.secretar:y Clinton, he has also metwith;the Nat!onaJSecurity: Coundl. Advisor General ;Jones and working 
through and teeing• up having those meetings prior to a call. Sb it was jusfa matteroJ rescheduling the President's call 
and ma.ldng sutethat the -we h~dpreliminary meetings with the Secretary and the Nationa\ Security Advisor first. , 

QUESTION: Did their conversation enter into the Gaza situation, deeper into that situation? And I assume that there 
are d lsagreements there on the role ·of Ham as. bid they broach these subjects? 

MR. CROWLEY:. No, they weren't discussed. Clearly) there -the foreign minister wentthrough some background from a 
Turkish standpoint and the preparations th.atthey had made and distussionstheyhad had With .Israeli Governnient 
offiti(lis prior to the launchir)g oftheflotilla. Bu.tthiswas primarily focused on. understandingwhere we are now and 
what should be (lone in the short and. intermediateterm. 

QUESTION:· Diq the Turks agree with the idea bf an: Israeli probe of what happen el;! or did.they push. moreJor foreign 
partkipa~ion; i.ntern~tional participation? 

MR; CROWLEY: Well, I mean, the Secretary conveyed to Foreign MinisterDavu~oglu primarily whatshe conviyeo in her 
pressavailabilitythatyou heard a short time ago, that we supportthe Sei:urity CouncWs .call for: a. prompt; .imp<1rtial, 
credible; andtransparent investigation. We support an lsra.eli investigation and_. but we're, open to different.Ways of 
ensuring· a credible investigation, includlngihternational participation, 

Now, Turkeywill have its own judgment asto. any Investigation it might undertake; since this was a Turkish ship among 
otherintematiohal--

QUESTION: (Inaudible.) 

MR. CROWLEY:< I mean, and Fdreign MinisterDa.vlltoglu did:say;.and wefollyunderstahd, thatthis is notjustan lntident 
that irwolve~ Turkey and Israel. A number of countries, including the Uniteq States, obviously had citizens anclflagged. 
vess~ls as part ofthis:flotilla. 

QUESTION: On the investigation-· 

QUESTION: Can.I-· 

MR, CROWLE'(: One at.a time. 

QUESTION: ~an.I follow on something Matt said and· some-and one.•ofthewaysyo1.tve answered the-where we go 
froITi here1,or :the .meeting upstairs with the {oreign. minister? First of"'ll 'Nith ~heJo~eign,mini~ter, did he 'ask h.er 
assiste1nce, Secretary Clinton1s assistance, in talking to the Israelis about freeing the ship or freelngTurkish citizens or 
gettingthem releasM? 

z 
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And secondly, yourneritjoned 11 Americans. I'm :ied to he,iievethere were at leqst14 thala.re stln there. Perhaps there 
are·differentcategories. 

MR. CROWLEY: There have been some,American ci~izenswho have:cilready departed Israel. I would just simply say I 
think we provided consular services for ti.today. 

QUESTION: Stili in detention? They are ..... those '-th.e 11-are still in detention? 

MR. CROWLEY: lthinkt~ose11 are stiff being held,. yes. 

QUESTION: Onthe investigation -

QUESTl'ON: {Inaudible.} 

QUESTION: {Inaudible:) 

MR •. CROWLEV: All right; hold on. Again, one at.a time. 

QUESTION: The other pai1 ciffhe question ab.ou.t did.the foreigh mlriister ask Secretary Clinton's assistance in talking to 
the Israelis on Turkey's behalf? 

MR. ORGWLEY: The .... well, the Turkish Governmerithas been In toui:h·w.iththe .Israeli Government. I think they haVe a 
couple of ;aircraft that have already arrived~t .Ben $iJriori and they are understandably a:nxiousfobringthose who are 
killed, .. injuredil:>utpther Torki~h dtizens, b<!ckto Turkey, He stre~sed that a co,uple-a nurnberof times; The Sectetary 
indicated that we wot.ildc convey;Jurkeyrs desires.tolsra¢1 and we have. done that. 

QllJESTION: What would participation ioqk:like in an investigation- can I (i/'laudible}? 

MR.·CROWLEY: Sure. 

QUESTION·: Because you said Impartial anC:lfransparent arid so.on .investigation,.ther:i anJsraelinv:estigatlon. Are those 
two separate things o rare we: supporting..,.. ora re you supportingj.ust an Israeli investigation? 

M~. (ROWLEY: We believe that lsr:ae.i is inthe'.pest posi$qnJo· corid1Jq an irwestigat:lon· of whattranspired. And. as 
we've said,. we want to make sure it is pro(npt, impartial,.ctedible;.andtransparent. 

QUESTt6N: Why? 

O.U.IESTION: How would you, determine that? 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) the foxwatchlhg the heh house here. I mean, you've said there' sf 1 Americans involved in this. 
What other --

MR. CROWLEY: Well, I said there -no; let me Clarify; I said that\l/e\ie provided' consular services to 11 Americans 
today. 

QUESTION: Okay. A foreigr:i militafy boarded .a ship in international water:s;assaultedits passengers, handcuffed imd 
beat some ofi:hosepasserigers, many of them hurrranftarian activist~, a11d you':resaytng you'.re not p.repared to sendU;S. 
investigators. I mean, this is dearly a. case of the foxwatchingthe henhou.se. 

MR~ CROWLEY: Well, you~re .making>some presurriP.tionsin tho$e --inyour questii:m. 
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QUE~ION: What's the presumption?. You said there!s 11--

MR. CROWCEV: No; no; no, you charad~rized whcith~ppened bnthe-ship. vve are still try'ing to ascertain precisely What 
happened on.that ship. . ' ' 

QUESTION: Then Will you send, investigators from the. United States to do an'impartiah-

l\llR. CROWLEY: As theSeoretary indicated, we. completely suppor:twhat was des.cribed in the presidentialstatement 
last,nightin the' UN and we are open to determine. if there arecipportunitie:Sfor'Jr'iterriatiolialpartlcipatioh in that 
investigation. 

QUESTION: would.that include sending the.FBI?· 

MR. CROWLEY: I'll'\ not prepared to'say what role the United States would have atthis point. 

QUESTION: P J. -

Q.UIESTioN: .PJ,,.this.buildingha.s made.it a.pointtocritic.ize a.11dto.condi;?mn'.hun:ian ·rigl')tspractices worldwide. These 
ships bad aid, medical equipment including \.vheelthair:S, . .btiilding.equipment; How essential i:S it right:nowthatthis 
equlpfhehfget to the Pa lestirilans? How import~nt is ittb?t ther~ - that' these materiafa a re now sort of confiscated and 
not\ylthin the hands ofthosewho desperateiy nee~ it? Js this us¢fiJI righ.t.n9w7 . 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, first of all, I can't say rightnowwhat the status of the materiarthat was on the sh)p-cerfairily, 
agai~.itj the presldeptial statenierit,there wasan¢11cour:~gement, whichwe ~bsqlutely support; thatthat materlcit be 
provided· to the p,epple ofGaza. Asth~Secretary saJd ag~int.oday,we have pressi:?cl the ,Israelis to f?Xpand the (lmountof 
humanitarian a·ssistanceto the people bf Gaza, and we will coritiiiue to vitorkWiththe Israelis every day to try to make 
that happen. 

lachlan. 

QUESTION: It's my understanding that peforce thisJlotiUawas J?unched, the.re was some communication pythe Israeli 
Government wtt.h the· U~S; ambassadpr,there about the possibility ttiat u:s ... citiZeilswoOlclbe apoard some ofthese 
ships. And. the Israelis have made.no secret about whatthey,WereJ:itannirig fo do. They even put together a press P.ool 
to observe this. So. I'm wondering, did .. the United States pffer any wc:irds ofcautiqn fo Israel berqre 'it undeit6.ok this · 
a~empt.to stop'ttieseships? V'\fast,here any ki11,d:ofcommunic<Jtion at any lev~I, ambas'.sador o.r fr.om this builqing, to 
the lsrc:ieliGov.ernment saying you.need to be,careful:andwatch,howyou handiethis situ.atiori? 

MR. CROWLEY: I'll take ttiatq'uestion. I beHeye the .answer is yes, but I'm not in a position to.char;:icterlze what our 
communlc~tlon was prior to the launching ofthe flbtiila. 

QUESTION: Okay. And thenfurther on that-..whatisthe U.S. Governmeritsayingto Israel now about this? BeC:CIUSe 
there is.going fo be another attempt; i th!nkas ~arty as tomprrow,to pr:ing a ship into Gaza.· ls the United States offering· 
any words ofcautiontolsrael that If you're going to:tryto stopitthistinie,.do it dfffer:ently? 

MR. CROWLEY:· We!l,.the Sec~etary had the qpportunity :to learn fr.oni the· Israeli <Joven:imentyestE!rd11y; Mi11ister of 
DefenseBar;aj(caUed into provid.e.the Israeli perspective· on t.hls. Andthe.·Secret(!ry:, durlng:thatcoi'JversatlOn, did 
.express concern aba.t.Jt the- obviously, the loss oflife> the injufy'j the impactthat·thafs had; on emotions in:tne region. 
And she did, at that point, .expressthat for the Ur:iited States, forlsr:ael,for Other coyritriE!s, .WE! shoyld;be extremely 
ca.utious in both· what we say and:what we.d.ol.n coming days in lightofwhat!stranspired. 

QUESTION: So what.you're s13yillg is that the message frcorn the United Sta~es Gover.nment is that Israel should not use 
these sametactksJhe next ,time they encounter ships li~eJhis heading towards Gaza. 
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MR; CROWLEY: wen,, as to what !sr~eLdoes; we arl;!. obyiol)sly very aw.a re that the.re is one or more :s)lips thata.re :still 
heading towards Gaza~ This is a very serious iiiddentthae:s occurred. The.loss.of life is tragic; The Secretary expressed 
our condolences to the Turl<s.fo.r theirloss ot:li.fe ()Ji.board these ships. I thirik- don't think ahyorie wants to.see a 
repeatof what h<1ppenedvesterday; 

QUESTION: Aiid C:ouldyou just crarify a pointof:intemationaUawforme? Because .the Israeli Governmentsaysthat l~s 
wen withhttheir rights to do what tlJey did yesterday. Th~y cite t.he. Paragriiiph 6Z~A oft)leSah Remo Malluci I, whereas 
the Turkish foreign minister this mo.ming was qdite eniplla:ttcJ)latthis tookplace'in intern.ational waters and ls.rael had 
no right to board these.ships. What is ,the .opinion of the United.States Governrnent c:in this --

MR. CROWLEY: Well, nqt, being a.n internationai lawyeri I'm no.t going to that.froil:l the podium. Clearly, that will be 
something thatwili be investigated, and I'm sure debated, as we: goforWard. 

QUEsTiON: .{lnautjible)- understanding that lsraelwas atting·iri self-defense? 

MR. CROWLEY: We certainly-

QUE$TION: Although •• 

MR~ CROWLEY:. -- understand t:haf Israel ha.s a rightto self~defonse. Given the situation in Gaza, it has been subject to 
rocketattacks. in the past. T:her. e i.s. a sfatg of h.QstiiltybetW¢enJsra¢1and HaQias, But as to particular tjue. stio. ns.of 
interna.tiooal law, 1111 defer; That will be - clearly be·s~metl:iingth~t will be thoroughlydel;)ated and in\l~stlgated. 

Q\JESTIC>N: You sound .like you'.re saying th.at lsr?,elh~d the fight to defend itse'lfhere because of Palestiniafrrockets. 

MR; CROWLEY: Israel has aright to s.elf"'t:!efense, to be sure~ That sajd, then~ 'is a ls.o:a dear Jlu111e1nita rian need to 
provide m~terialtothepecipleof'5azatd heJpthem subsist and reb1.iitd;·andwe're'cogrlitethatas well. 

•QUESTION: In this incident; you see its rightto·self~defense being applied? 

IVIR. CROWLEY: em - as y.Je'vesaicJ, w~ regret·.the tragic lciss of life here• We've ~aUe~ for a prpmpt, credible; 
traosparentinvestigation. We. are sti.11 tryl,ng ~o,determinewhat happened .onthat slJip. l'rn not going to prejudge the 
investigation from here; · 

QUESTION: Dqesr:i'tthis.prpvide the Obama Adrninist.ration an opening? It sajd ear'J'yOn its fii"Stmonths iq office that it 
wanted to. repair its relations witti the Arab and,MusiJm world. This crisis,hasp~ovl;!n, many i:Jelieve, tha.t Israel is acting 
as a strategic liability. The O.s; has ways of eridihg the.ctisis.iri Gaza;'the.'star\/iilg:of the L6mi!lion of.the .civilian 
population; They have assets:. hum~nit~rian a5s~t:s;, ship$; Would the u;s; t::()ilsider brea~ing with coordinating with 
israelsorne sort ofsiege to lethumanita.rian.goops and,me.cl.ic:al services ir\to the strip? 

MR. CROWLEY: We - as I just said-fcan repE!afwhat I Just said; We dearly ha\ie supported the expansion of 
hum.arJitarian as$istance to. thep~oplE!·Of Gaza. Asthe'SE!cretar::y:a.ndothers have said, ~he $ituation in•Gazais 
unsustainable. We want to· see :how,we· can provide greater assistance to tlie'people of.(jaza-

QUESTION: ,What is the asslsta nee yol.J give now? 

MR. CROWLEY: - but- let me finish - but clearly, while protecting Israel's legitimate.l:ight.of self"defense. 

Q.UESTIOl'J: What is the assistancE!you~re giving l'.\.O.W?· "fbE!re was9.0Clmlll,Ion pledgE!d lasf.yE!ar. VJhat'shappenE!d to it? 

MR.iCROWLEY: I'll be happytotakethatqu~ti()n, 
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QUESTION! C:anl change topics for a second?. 

MR. CROWLEY: I'm surenotyet. 

QUESTION: Can.I justdarify a few things'? '{ou mentio,nedthe 11 th(!t you have ·provided consuiar access to. can you 
give us the total number of Americans.you believe were involved in ttie:inddent? There's been ranges tip to 20 and 
downto lower than that. 

MR. CROWLEY: Let me see Whatourlatestiriforrhatibn is. 

QUESTl()N: Okay. 

MR; CROWLE¥: Because I don't- I wasn't - I've heard like 14. 

QUESTION: Right. I've heardthatone, yeah. 

illlR. CROWLEY: I d6n't think we·had contact to all ofthem. Thet:e were some people who have manifested on these 
vessels, we haven'tfound them yet, soJ'm not sure we've arrived ata - · 

QUESTION! Okay, And I have •• 

MR~ CR()WLEY: -firm numberof:those involved. 

QUESTION: I have·a few more questions •• 

MR• CROWLEY: Go ahead. 

QlJESTIC)N: -· ffl can askmy colleagues' indulgence on. How many Americans ilijured? Do you have.a list of those yet? 

MR. CROWLEY: I'm.only aware of one that received minor injuries arid was treated yesterday at an Israeli hospital. 

QUESTION: Qneyou said, okay. 

MR• CROWL£'1: Orie. 

QUESTION: Has-haveyou heard anythingfrom.the Palestinians about their unwillingness to take part infurther 
indirect peace talks - in the p roxiniity talks? 

MR. CROVVL.E'{: As far as I know, and ,I talked to (jeorge Mi.tchell a few. mi11lites ago, he's plan,nlngto leave for the region 
later this afternc>on.and he has meetings planned as early.astomorr~W withPaiestinian officials. 

QUESTION: Hold on; hold on a second. I've gota·couple more. 

MR. CROW.LEY: All r,igM. 

QUESTION: Just on.the blockade, cart you clarifythe U.S. position? D.o you tl:iir:ik itsho.i.lld be lifted or do you think 
ther~'s a legitimate Israeli reason for.it? 
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MR. CROWLEY: We believe there are -certainly, Israel has a rightto be concern'ed ab.outthe nature ofmaterials that is 
movillg into Gaza. At the same time;. we've long ca)led for an expansionofhumanitaria n g·o9dsto the people of Gaza to 
help improve .their situation on the.ground. 

QUESTION:: Does that include the bJotkade? 

MR~ C:ROWLEY! I'm not going to. get into ·issues ofthe.blockade. 

~li.ESl;lPN: All rig~t. And:th(:?ri.myla~ question vv.as - I don'ttllin~ yol)~ve suffjder:itly cmswered whythe -why an 
lsra.eli investigation could be at-all ir:idependentandtransparent. Why exactly ,,..why. would you call, of all things, for an 
Israeli.investigation of~-

MR.'CR.OWLEY: I thinkthe terr:n. us.ed in the p r(;?sidential statementwas "imp a r:tial'' a.nd ·we .support that investigation 
and believe that Israel is in the best positiorito leadthat investigation. 

QUEstlOfl!: How can a party. to the .investigation be imparticll if it's an investigation ofitse!f? Why are they fnthe best 
position? Can you explain that? 

MR. CROWLEY: I'm --

QUESTION: Well, I mean, just in -

QUESTION: I was.going to .ask the same.question. 'It does.not make sense. 

MR. CROWLEY: We support the --

QU ESTDOi\l: Especiallyjudging}romthe""" 

l\llR. CROWLEY: We- look, we sup pp rt the.stateri1ent.fmm the UN release last nightaJ1d that ct:J;:iracterizes our position. 

QUESTION:.· But.why do yQu thJrik lsraelwo 1.Udbe irhpa ttial.ln this investigation? If you judge by their media c:oinments, 
they've already prejudged, which is something you say.you don'twarit to do. 

MR. CROWL.EV: I - again, 1-1 dpn't agree withyo~r-you're leaping ahead here.· before -

QUESTION: Well, the.~-

MR~ CROWLEY: - the investigation· has barely begun. 

QUl:STIO!\I: You say Israel is best positioned. Yo.u havejustsaid afewminµ~esago-

MR. CROWL'EY: Right. 

QUESTION: -t.hat Israel is bestpositioned. And you haven't answered his question about why.that's so when the'(re 
part oHhis. And how can U1atbe? 

MR; CROWLEY: Well -

QUESTION: {off~rnike.) 

QUESTJON: Just-well, hold on. Justto·clarify a pc)int. l•r:nean~ Just a r:noment agoVou said the questionofwhether or 
notthlswas:an - under internatJonallaw or.not, was something to be addressed as: part ofan investigation. Bufthe 
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Israeli G0v.emment has already s.aid itsa.ctionsare;perr:nissible undertheirinterpretation of internati.onal law. S0 how 
canthey conduct an investigation that would examine the question of whether or notthis took plac~,. 

l\llR. (:~OWL¢<: Ag~in,. l'lljust repeatwhat I just said. w·e believe that lsr!lel is inth.e best position to carryout this 
investigation. As the Secretary said a short time ago, We are open.to ideas on how there might be. broader participation. 

ci.UE51i0Nt We~rejustaskjng you to explain your logic. We~re not--wejUst wantto knowy,,rhyyou think they're :best 
positioned. Can't you explain that? 

MR• CROWL$': \(\/ell, these v,r.ere ls.raeli .forces that carried out this. <iction andw~ think th.atthat 111ea.ns that they're in 
the·hest position tcfinvesfigate whether-what the instn1ctionsweregivenJO' those forces, how they viewed the 
situation as they approached the flotilla, arid whattranspirea on board that ship. 

QUESTlON: Will· Abbas still come as scheduled? 

MR. CROWLEY~ Yes, President Abbas is - will be here nextweek and will visitwith the President on June 191
h. 

O.l:Jl:S'TlQN: Sothefactthat Mr. Netanyahu is no longer meeting with the Presldenttoday~ that is not putting offtne 
ca!eridai::? 

M~~ .CROWLEY: Well, as the - the Presidenta.nd the.prime.minister talked. m.ultiple times yesterday and they agreed 
that,they would resched.ule their meeting as.soon as possible. 

Ql,J~TION: Do you.or the Turks.or anyone else thaty0u've talked to have any ideas about potential international 
participation lnthe Investigation? 

MR; CROWLEY:: Look, we're going to'have these kinds Of conversations in the coming days-

QUESTION: Welli I'm just asking ,if- but have they·.-. have they happened already? 

.IVfR; CROWLEY: What -has what happened? 

QUESTION: Have ideas been thrown out about how there could be international participation -.,. 

M~.,CROWLEY: Notto my knowledge. 

QUESTIOI\!: -- i~ the investigation? 

MR. CROWLEY: Notyet. 

QUESTION: So this is just- so the Security. Council statement is based.o.rJ~ir? .If th.ere haven't been ideas tossed around 
or people haven't suggested different Ways that there could be an international component to the investigation, how 
areyou supporting it? 

MR. CROWLt:,Y: All. right, let me clarify; We a(e -we Will lookat how-Jmean, obviously, Turkey has a vJtaUnterestll'l · 
this. Other countries .have a ·Vital interest in this'; Ther.eare .;...a number:of<itizens and ships from multiple cburitriesthat 
were involved hi :this. And we will Work within the Co until anr:l more:bro(ldly to see how ah iriternatidnal ¢Jemeht can be 
introduced··into'this investigation. 

QUESTION: Rfght. Well,,1ust let me-let'sjustlook atadifferentexample. Lookatthe South Korean ship incident, 
where yqu had numerous rnuntries irwolved in tt:iati.withth.eS.p!Jth.Koreaps obviously taking the lead, ·but.you.were 
involved as w.ell. i l\lean, is that something that - is that sotnethiilg that-
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MR. CROWLEY: We were invited to participate: be.cause 'Ne have a particular expertise that --

0.UESTIOl'il: So it's up to Israel to inVite people, whoeverthey want, to join their investigation? 

MR· CROWLEY: look, I've.just said wewili help thinkthrdughhowtomake this as credible and transpai'ent,ililpartial, 
and prornptaspossible. 

QUESTiON: But you believe though, right;nqw; that Israel is capcible of doing a11-meetihg a II those criteria on its own? 

MR. CROWLEY: . As a --

QUESTION: On lt:s own. 

MJ{. CROWLEY: As a vibrantdemocracy accol,lntable to its pe0ple, we have every confidence that Israel. is fully capable 
of investigating this. 

QOESTIC)N: Okay. Well,.lthink tha~.wasthe answer to the question --

MR, CROWLEY: "Okay. 

QUESTl,ON: -- that people were asking befor.e. lftharswhat y0u believe, then th.at's -that's fine. 

QUESTION: But.does a vibrant democracy arresfjournalists, handcuff andbeatthem? Just that allegation in itself 
should absolve Israel from doing Jt$ own investigation: · 

.QUESTION: I was wondering-the Israelis have:saidthatthey.believethe•aid. gtoupWas connected to terrorist.groups -
al-Qaidc;1. Do.you agrE!e? n&esthesfate bepartmemt:...can.You confirm that? ls;there anyttuttrto.>it? - - . . . . . . . . ' . . ... ' 

MR. CRC>WLEV: I've got- I don't.know~ I don't.know on what basis -I've.heard that said; I'm not sure ori what basis -

QUESTION: Canyo1,Jtake .that questil;m?: 1 rnean, it's ...... becaqse t'1ey cite-qne of'the:groups thatthey say they're 
connected to-- is a group thatin2008 the United States ·put on the. state-onthe terrorism· list. 

MR;·CRO\iVLEV:: I understand that; 

QUESTION: So you should have some:knowledge.or understanding alioutit. 

M~.<CRO\NLEV: Well, I mean! part oft\ll~goes Into the aspect of-- agaio, this should: be part of the investigation in 
terins of who was· on thatship, .. how was itqrganize(l. Thes.evess~ls asserribl.ed. somewhere li.etween theccoast of Turkey 
arid Israeli waters, and so it might have.beellorganized under one:gr'oL1p'sauspites, but We're vei:ycoriscious ofthe fact 
that there were a number bf people representing a variety of different NGQs on that shJp. 

QUESTION: Could you take the question? 

MR •. CROWLEY: What~s-so I justwant to·understandt.he questiOn .. Is -what JS our asses.sment ofthe iHH? 

QUESTION: Yes. 

MR. CROWLEY: All right. We~H t.ake that question. 

QUESTION: Will Turkey (lo its own investigation ifthe Israelis are doing the.ir- if, I :mean --
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MR. CROWLEY: Well, that's a matter to address to address to the Government of Turkey. 

QUESTION: The prime. minister said this morning that Turkey was not going to move forward with plans to try mediating 
a restart in the lsrael~syria indirecttalks. I'm wondering ifthatcame up in.the meeting.with the Secretary. And more 
broadly, is there concern in the State Departmehtthatthis is really going totorn.ede> any effort to get the kind of 
regional supportfor peace moves that you've been working for for the pastyear and a half? . 

MR~ CR'.OWLEV: Well, we certainly hope not. As the Secretary reiterated tocjay .and atva rious statements tnat we put 
out yesterday,.wethink that this if1cidentuhderscores.why .we are trying to push ahead.with a comprehensive peace in 
theMiddle East, because ultimately, th.at is the 011iy way that you avoid these kinds of situations in the.future. So we are 
- that's why George Mitchell is going batkto the region tonightandwe wantto see the proximity talks continue and 
lead'. to direct negotiations. 

Now, during the course of the meeting, Foreign Minister Davutoglu reflected on the deep and rich history that Turkey 
haswithlsrael. Turkey has been cine of lsr'aei's closest friends in the regionfor60 years. But as to what happens in light 
ofthis;incident, I think that remains to be seen. But to the extent that Israel can .address Turkey's very legitimate 
concerns aboutgettlng its·dtizens returned -and I suppose Turkey will be judgirigthe nature of the lsra'eli investigation 
into this inddent. And on that basis,. different countries will determine what the implications a re. 

QUIESJiOl'\I: As you.wait for the lsra.eli inv£?stigation; how much weight will you give to the statements.ofAmerican 
citizens who. were there,whowere on thoseotioats? Some:ofthem have even released Statements to the press denying 
Israeli allegations that they used white weapons and that everything they had was basically made out of plastic. 

MRXROWLEY: Again, that's why we have been very cautious in our statements until we have a. better perspective on 
whatactualiyhappened on that ship and why we'have called for a prompt, thorough, impartial, transparent: 
investigation. 

Jill. 

QUESTION: P.J., the.foreign minister this morningtold somejournalists,thatthe one thing that they really wantfrom 
theUrHted States is condemnation of.this.action by the United States. Did that come up? Did he askSecretary Clipton 
to do that? Was there any-if so, was there any answer by the Secretary? 

MR. C!tOWLEY: It did not come up. He did not make that demand specifically in the meeting. And the Secretary 
reiterated duringthe meetingwhatshe said afterwards, which is we have to·h.ave a careful, thoughtful approach to this 
going forward. 

QUESTION: Did he make any demands or ask for anything for the United States directly to do? 

MR. CROWLEY: We've already covered that. He indicated that Turkey's lmmediate focus was on the - o.n thei.r dtizens 
and the return of those who have been killed, injured, and others on board the ship. And we have conveyed Turkey's 
concern tbthe Israeli Government. 

QUESTION: What c:oordinationhasthe State Department had with the Egyptian Government? I saw thatthe Rafah 
crossing was· supposed to be opened rather soon, at leasttemporarily: 

Ml{~ CROWLEY: I can't- at ahigh- l don't know how high a level. I think we've been in touch with a variety ofcapitals 
since yesterday to compare notes and to express our c:o.ncer:n cil:>olltmovipg forward in a cautious way. I dori't know 
whether Egypt indicated to us in advance what they are preparedto do . 

. QUESTION: Has Prime Minister Netanyahu's visit been ~escheduled? 
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MR; CROWLEY~ Yes. 

QUESTION: When will he come? 

QUESTION: PJ. --

MR; CROWLEY: Right. The meeting that was supposed to.be held today will be rescheduled. I ·don't .know thatthere'.s a 
new dateyet. 

QUESTION: i(lnat1dible),in a conference t(!!ltotjaysaid•he thanked the UriitedStates prqfusely for the actions it;toqk 
behind the scenes.at the SecuritY Council fo - q~ote/unq uote- "water downth.e resohition.'' What happened behind 
the scenes.in the Security Council on - what did the UriitedStates do to help out the.Israelis? · 

MR. CROWLEY: Well11 think it was.a thorough debate. over many hours. As with the case With statements that corne 
out ofthe Security Council (inaudible)- statement, words have meaning and we worked doselywith a number of 
countrieS·to m,a.lce sure that going forward thatt}ierew,as.significant actjoncallingfor an investigation, but niaking sure 
thatarw actions do notfurther inflarne emotiot:1s in the region. 
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Coleman, Charmaine {D.RL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Sheltcm, Oeretta.F 
Juesdiay, June 01, 201. b. a.:59PM 
Gaza Flotilra Monitoiing Groqp 
Situafion Hepor:t No.4 '.'Gaza Flotilla (SBU} 

SENSI1TVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED IN FULL 

SlTUATlONREPORT.No~ 4 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring :Gro:up MGGZOl 

T,ues!lay,.Junc l, 2010 
2030EDt 

§JATOS OF AMERICAN Cl'TI:ZENS 
(SBU) Ep1bassy Tel Aviycqn,sl.llat officers gained access to 11.detainedA1nerican citizens, wo. of 
whom had been briefly hospitalize·d. Tw0Amcits; iricludingformer Amqassador~cck1 were deported. 
A consular assistant vi sited the morgue June 1; none ofthe deceased match photos of any known 
Americans. At least J OQ detainees have not yet been registere4. (MGGZOl/Embassy Tel Aviv e-:-mail) 

ST#\TUS::O!F XNJ.E~~ATIONAL. \PASSENGERS 
" __ (SBU) Th~ I~raeli capinet d(:cidedto repatriate. all Turkish. detainees riot_ susp~ct(!d of;attacking 

Israeli military per.;9ru1eL Thecabinetalst) sµpported.aNational'Police request to detain those 
suspected of:attacking the IDF for furthermyestigation. (MGGZOJJEmbassyTelAviv e:..mail) 

0 (SBU)Jsr:aelis believe «:ill ottbe . .decease.d areTurk:ish citizens~ Turkish .embassy ol:5cials are 
workingtq identi·fy the remaining dead. There a.i'e 42 Tutk~sh m1ticmals in Israeli ho§j:Jita1s; 24 Turks 
have been. repatriated. 
(MOOZ.Ol/Embassy TeiAviv e-mf!iQ. · 

\1) (SBU) The Prisons S¢rvice is holc)ing about 6 l9 flotilla participant~~ All detainees refus~ngto sign 
depor:tatitiJ!·Waivets will be brou$ht before ajudge .prior to facin.g ~eportation. Forty\e~ght of theill 
chose to comply with the expulsfon .order and have already left. (MGGZ01/Embassy Tel Aviv e:. 
mail) 

CARGO 
6J) The'unloading of the flotilla's cargo contlimes at the port ofAsbdoci where Israeli officials are 
examiningthe«;argo·for.nlicit materials. The IDF hopes to .deliver legitimate. cargo to the Gaza Strip at 
the end -of the week~ . (YediothAhriinoth) 

INCOMING SHIIP.S 
Please see the Classified version of this product . 

INTER.NATIONAL :G!R.GAB\BiiZATIONS 
(SHU) The. UN HumanRights Gounciidelayed a vote ona Palestinian-drafted resolution condemning 
IstMl @d estaolishitig a.n 'ir.ryestigtitory·mechcuiism @tiIJun~ 2 .. (MGGZ01/USU:NHCR e•mail) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT·OFSTATE 
REVIEW.AUTf!:OlU'f'Y:. SllARON E:A.HMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: oiAPR 20i2 201004163 
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INTERNATIONAlL ·REACTIONS 
e (U) Media reports indicate Egypt opened its. border with the Gaza Strip, letting Palestinians cross 

until fi.Irther notice• (Re~ters) . . 
Q (SBU)Jordan offered t<J facilitate the repatriation of.citizens o:fl\11us1irn states th~tdo nofhave. 

relations with Israel. At least one Indones!an and one Lebanese are amortg the woullded~ and µie 
Joi:danians will hanClfo their repatriation. 
(MGGZ01/Ernbassy Amman e;..mail) 

TURBfiSH .Rte§POINHSE· 
(SBU) PM Erdogan .strtick a more moderate tone following:his May 31 remarks. ErdQgaI1 deno'.llllced 
anti-Semitism but appealed to Israelis to pressure the . .N etanyahu gov,emment to stop resorting to 
violence. He also caUed for the immediate release of passengers and seized ships. (Ankara 181) 

For more information on the·GazaFlotilla; please see the.Ops.portal· at the following link: 
http://www~intelirtk.gov/wiki/Pcinal:Ga.Za :Flotilla 201 o 

·Drafted: JMSindle Approved: PIVIBeekman 

Dist:. State (all bureaus), NSS, OSD,. Nrvitc, JCS/CIA, OSC, NCTC, DHS 
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cc)1em¢1n, Charmaine (DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

RELEASED IN PAR! 
Dug. u·.· ld ... G.· .·O.•·.··r·d·on ... · •. K(du .. gu···i·d.~k. 2 .. ® .. 5. t. ate .. gov] . .· B·. s· . . · Tuesday, June 01,.201o·tj:!;2PM .· . ·. · 
Heffeni, John A;>Baez, Alej~ridi;o X; EUR.~RPM~Dl,: $radley, TobinJ.; McEldOWney, Nancy E; 
l<els9f..Je$Se •. ;CIV,·.OSO-PQLICY;. ~.E!ffrey1 .. JarriesF;,•Sherwood.,Randall; ElizabethD, 
µsNATO POI;. Ros$, R¢be~ca; USNATQOOA Di(ec;torf;; Julazadeh; David J; Szczepanik; 
~eff!'~y P; Mani~on, PatJl.Q; ·Gaza. Flotillc;i 1V1oniforir:ig Group . ·. . . . . . . .· . . . . . · . ·. . . 
RE:· Statement by the Secretary GeneralofN:ATO .on ·tsrciE!li 'operation against shlps:bound far 
Gaza 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Fa'Pm: Heffern, John A[mailto:HeffernJA@state:gov] 
sent: Tuesday, June pi, .. toiO ii:S9.:AM 
Tc>: Duguid, Gordon.K; Baez, Alej~nd.roX; EUR-j:{PM•DL; Brac:lley~ Tobin J,; McEldowney, Nancy E;·Kelso,J~se, OV; 
OSD~POLicY; Jeffrey, ]am~ F; She~ood7Rqnd~.ll, ElizabethD .. 
Cc: USNATQPOL; Ross,. Rei:)~c;a; USNATO •Q[)A [)lre<;l:ors; Julazadeh; David J; Szczep~mik; Jeffr:E!Y p; Harrison, Paul Q; 
Gaz~ •. Flotilla· Moni~odng·.•Group 
Subject: ·RE: Statement by the Seqetar:y General of,'NATQ onJsraeli oper~tiqil ·against ships bound for 9aza 

SBU 
This .ernaU is UNCLASSIFlEb" 

lFromf .Duguid,. Gordon K r01ai1to:ay9uidgk2@state~govl 
Sent: TuesdaY~June 01, 2oio:.S:is:pM ·. .. ..·. · .· . . . . . 
To: 6aez, Alejandr9 . .X; EUR:-RPM-DL; Bradley, Tobin J.; McEldowney, Nancy E; Kelso, Jesse; OV, OS()~PoLiCY; Jeffrey, 
JamesF; $herw.q:oq~Randall, EJl:zabeth. D, 
Cc: USNATO ·PbL;:.Ross, Rebecca; USNATO dbA Directors; Julazadeh, .David J; Szczepanik,; Jeffrey P; Harrison, Paul Q; 
G~.za FlotiHa. Monitcrjn~ Gr;<:>.llP . . . . .·· . . . . . . .· . .. .• 
Subject: RE: Sta.tement: by the Secretary Ge[1eral. of NATO on Israeli operation against ships bound far Gaza 

Thanks, 

GOfdon~ 
Ptiblic .A.ffa.hs 
T~i: +~6:#0000 

UNITED.STATES 'DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
!lEVIEWAPTHOEITY: :S1JARONE; AIIMAD 
DATE/CASE in.: OJ. AJ>R2oi2 zoi 0()416.3 
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IFrom: ·Baez,. Alejanc!ro)( I~ailto;Baezax@state.gov) 
Se!lt:Tuesd,ay,)unf:! 01, 2010 10:49 AM 
To: EUR-RPM~DL; Bradley;. Tobin J.; McEJdpwney; ·Naney Ei Kelso, Jesse, CIV, OSD-POL!cv; Jeffrey, james F;. Sherwood­
Rand;;ill, Elizabeth D. 
Cc: USNATO POL; R~s, :Rebecca; USNATO ODA Directors; Julazadeh, bavidJ; Szctepanik, Jeffrey P; Hamson, Paul Q; 
Gaza flciti!la Monitoring. Gr,oup 
S"1b)ect: Statementby the S~etaiy General of NATO on Israeli ()per'ation against ships bm:mdJor Gaia 

Ol Jun. 2010 

Press Release: {2Ql OJ 074' 

'Statem:ent by the Secretary General of NAT:O on 
Isriu~.~u (),peration against s:hip$ bound for G~.za 

Todaythe North :Atlantic Counc.il (NA:C) metfor/fill extr~ordinarymeenngto discuss the recent Israeli 
operation against ships bourtdfor Gaza, T:hete was ai1 eXtensive exchange of views among Ame·s on all aspects 
offuis·tragic event. 

I wo1,lld like to expres~ my deep regret overthe loss of lives a,nd the other casualti~s resulting froi:nthe use.of 
for.ce during the incident inv~lvirig:ihe convoy s(!.ili11gt9 Gaza, l offer ~incere c9ndolences fo the famiUes of al} 
victims,and·con:demh.the acts.which have iedtothistragedy. I add my voieecto·fue calls by the Unite.dNations 
and t11eEuropeati 1JnioJ1 foraproI!l!Jt, impartial, credibie.and transparent investigation info the incident 

As a matter .of.urgericy, I also'request the imiliediate release ofthe detained civilians and ships held by Israel. 
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Coleman, Charmaine (DR,L) 

From: 
sent: 
To: 

Rosenthal, .Hannah S 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Cc: 
Sµbject; 

Tu~day,,June01,, 20106:01PM. 
Fitzpatrick, Kath1eem M; Feltman; Jeffreyo 
Co~ky, Warren A (DR~); Lfeberman, Jessica D (E>Rq . . . . . . . ·. 
FlfiJ: Arab Medici Report~ on ~lotilla' Participants: .Wdting·WUls, Preparing :for Martyrdom. 
Deter'mirjed to Reach Gc!!ia or Die · · 

Just FYI 

F~m: MEMRI.[mailto:m~mrl@melTlri•org] 
Sent: Tuesc!ay, June Ol, 2()1:0 5:54 PM 
To: Rosenthal, }4annah S 
Subj~: Arab Media Reports on Flotil.la Participants:. Writing Wills, .Preparing for Martyrdom, Detetminedto Reach Gaza 
or Die 

Speci:il'Disp:itclil2990j June 1, 2010 

Arat> M~~ia Re:porls o.n Flotill'l Parth-:ipants.: 
Writjng WiU$.,. ·pr~paring forMarqrrdom,. 
Determined tio Reaeh .G.aza .. or Di~ 
liE.MBJ, I ~ I THEMEMR!BLQG I MEMR!ECONDMICBLOG 1 .. lltl.!\D:ANDWBORJSMJHREATMONITOR 

forw.trd.To 
A•frlcnd. 

·~ 
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~TEI> sTA'f:ES.DEPAltTN¢Nt.0FstA'fE 
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Flotilla Participants 

'· Following is information from the Arab media about some of the flotiiia participants.It should be 
noted ~hat many of these were from ~be Muslim Brotherhood.across. the Muslim world: 

• Egypt 

··~ .-------·~ . 
aol!Atui'r Pllilit 
: -~--'--.~ I 
t;CAROS 
~ - ..... ____ . ...; .. ~ ......... 

··:=::====~ i • . .. . . 
1. f1mU4E\\'I~ On:: 

In Fridaysennoas, Muslim Brotherhood General Guide!V[uhammad Badi' expressed suppcirt for 
Ha_mas,.freqi.lentl)'.reiteratlng harsh statements in,flivor.ofjihad and;ofthea!'llled stl'.Uggl~ i.n 
Pale~tine,. lraq,.and ~fghanistan(Formore on tllis subject; seea!SoJvIBMRI Special Dispatch No~ 
2986; "MEMR1 TV Clip~ cm.the Gw.i Flotilla: Activists On Board.QhantS0ngs ofMartyrdom at 
Departure,'.' firtp://VIWW:memrLorci/report/en/0/0/0/0/0/0/4249.htm'. · · 

"(he .Egyptian .flotilla delegation included two members onhe Muslim Brotherhood bloc in the 
Egyptian parliament: Muhammad Al-Baltaji and Hazem Farouq. 

Al•Baltaji, who Is deputy secr!!tary:g~nerafoftheNfµslim Brotherhood parliamentary bloc in Egypt. 
s.aid ata Mar<;h 2010 cpnforence; ''A nation that excels at dying will be biessed byAIIah with a life 
of digriity and with etcmalparaiiise, 11 He also said that his. movemenr''willnever recognize ISrael 
and.will nevef:;abandcinlh~.resistarice," ·and th.at ''tesistanc;e .is the orily toad ma:p that c.an sa:ve 
Jcrusalerp, restore the AI'.ab:honor; ·and prevent Palestine from becoming a sec.end Anilalusia,ill 

Lebanon 

The Lebanese flotiUa delegation, with six members, was headed p)' attorney Dr. Hani Suleiman, who 
also partieipated fu a February 2o09.Gaza flotilla. He was pro-boaci attorney t6Japaneseterrorist 
Kdio Okamoto.:ra.I fu 2006;he signed.a communiqlie supportfug,arnicd resistance 1n Palestine, 
Lebanon, an'd l!'llq;Ifil . j ~&~ii~\&:~11T~~ '. 

· '. IM l.::'ilii1 I t.ifaeebook • !. Three other members .oft he Lebanese delegation ate Al~J a:zeera TV co1Tespot\dentS.{£0ne, 'Abbas 
1 ~- · · · · · · i Nasse.r,.worked fot.Hizbullah's Al-ManatTV from 19971hrough:Z003; he has sii:id-th!lt~e enjoye~ 
! ~~E!JllllltHI i working 1here b~cause he felt iike part cifafa1nily, and because·tl:ie chapne~ •1enibraceci'his religious 
;=========t· , and political orientiition." In 2Q03, he also worked for Iran's Al"'Al.am TV;Ifil 

SP.ONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNmES 

AVAILABLE1 

o MEMRITVClips 
cfCollritryStudies 
o Pro}ecu 

Call 
202~955'-9070 

for Ip.formatlpn 

:Anqtper delegationrnernbet, Hµssein Shaker, is knewn as "AbuAl•Shuhada''C'Fath~r ofthe 
r\liarty~s"), Ffo has reportecUy expressed a desire to meet "his mart'yrs'~ (i.~. rel11fivis killed during the 
2b06. Lebanon war), and has.called his participation in the flotilla revenge for their deaths;Ifil 

·Jordan 

The·Jordanian flotilla•delegatioa included·Musfim.Brotherhoo~ in fordii.n activists. su(:h-as delegation 
hea,ti WaelAJo.Saka,. a. veteran .Muslim Brotherhood r,nember,!Il:anp ~~f?Jll Al~F~lal!at, who was 
ge11~ral guide of the MuslimBrottierhoodin.,Jordan. from 2006 to 2QQ~.[fil .In an ;interview last year; 
Al~Falahat!;aid: "We in the 'M.11slirrr Brotherho~d in Jord3.11 see Palesfuic as part of the Islamic .and 
Arab land that J1luSt:not be relinquished- on the contrary, defending it is a national and .. 
Jurispruderitfa1 obligation ... We.seeHarriasmo:vement in Palestine as standing a:tthe head of the 
project <if the Arab and Islamic liberation for which the Muslim Br.otherhiiod 'calls ... ThcMitslirn 
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Brotherhood supports Ham as .and every Arab resistance movement in the region t)tat works for 
lib~tatiori:''Ifil . 

Also. in the de legation was ford~niap.puhlici~t aI)djpl;ll1lalistMt1harrimad Abu (}hariima, a.former 
head ofthe Muslim Brotlwrhood in)ortjan's informt1tion bure~u and_amember of the movement's 
political bureau. Abu Ghanima,writes freqµent !lrticles praising Hamas and condell)Ilingthe 
Palestiliian Authodty; In one; he Vehemently. attacked 'Egyptian PTesident HosniMubarak, calling on 
the Ml.!Sliril Brotherhood in Egyptt61ppjl]e·hisregime everi at the cost ofthousands ofi:riarfyiS.I:!lli 

Journalist Saud$alam Abu Mahfo1Jz,. m1Jmber of the Muslim Broth~rhpod fa. Jotdan.'s politic a I_ party, 
'the IslaitJiCAction.Frorit; is also director.general oftheJordanian.A/,..Sabi/ newspaper.which is · · 
identified y;ith tl1e .Musliin Brtjth~rhood. His son, Jordanian correspondent. for Hamas' Al~Aqsa TV; 
was arrested in. Egypt in 20Q8:rill 

Syria 

The on1)'Syrian citizen of the flotilla's 700 participants was Shadha Barakat. She was sent as a 
representative of the Civil Association. for Resisting Zionism and, Aid forPale5tine, which supports 
airnedr.esistanceJn Palestine arid inir:aq~ Heihµsp~tidAym·an saidthatshehad writtcri.a:play.()11 
assassinated Hamas founderandJeader Sheikh /\.bmadY assin, .and had t()ld himthat when she 
r~ac;lies .Gaza she "plans to ~isit [Yitssin's] home and inhale the scent of the place .where be 
lived. •i(g( 

Logo· of the CiiiitAssociationrorResisHng 'Zionism and Aidfor Palestine · 

Y~men 

Prom:fuentactivistSin theYemeniflotiUa delegation w.ere. three Mf's _from the AMslah party, an 
.lslamisrpilJt)'thatis.close to the Mv.slim ~r.otlwrhoocl. On_e,S)1eikh-Muhammad A:l~Hazmi, was 
pbotogniphed on (he deck, of.the Ml!-Yi Mart:nara brandishing his large curv¢d dagger.[1fil 
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Arioi.herYemeni MP in the flotilla, Hazzli'AJ-Ma,swari, also from the AHslah party, previOusly 
e).cpressed vehernentanti"Americ~ senthnerit. ln 2004, he objected,to a Yemeni program for 
dialgguewithprisoners·from Al-Qa(!da aimed a~ tem,pering,tl1cir views; de,claring rece.n~y affriday 
prayers: ·~We caD11ot t!lll militants 'dol)'tterrorizeArnericans' or 'don't attack their interests:• Those 
who plant hatred willharvesthatred. "IMl 

Depicti9!1 :off/otilla on Yemeni websitetl.fil 

Among thepromii1€:nt · floti)l<i, activists fi:om' I<)1wait. \If ere $alati$t. MP Walid Al-Tabtabai; who· is 
known to.support.annedi rt!sistanc~·ih palestihe :~.nd,in Iraq; fie said: uw c ·think that.th~ armed 
r~sistance. fo Iraq :is· legitimate resistance, Every resistancecilirected against anyone who occupies it is 
legitimate .. ;"f.1§JAl•Tabtabai also·expressedexplicifsiJppo'rtforHamas and objected:to the regime 
of Palestinian Author:ity.PresidentMiiliIT1oud·~Abba$,[1Z] 

Another prominent Kuwaiti activist in the flotilla was Dr. Qsani;i :A.l~Kandari, a HadithJecturer. at 
The College ofJ3asic ,Education. In Fe1Jniary:2.00~\ ~e sig11ed· a.1;@1munig1,1e expressing.support for. 
Ham as arid forj ihad fo Palestine againsHhe. "J c;vish enemies. "llfil 

Bahrain 

Sheikh Jal al Al-Sharqi, h~ad 6f the Association ofisfamic Scholar!Vin the GCC Colintl'fos, was also 
cin board.}'revi~usly, Al~Sharqi:sign.eda clerics'petitfo1Lc.allingto acknowledge Hamas's 
legitirna~y, as recognized by shari'a~ and'mit ~~ preveot jt'frpm ()btairling weapons. :the petition 
jusiifi.edthe stance:ofthe "fighters in Gai.a" who cJingtQ.jihad !'againsf'theJews'' and to 
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martyrdom;Ufil 

' lsl'a.ell Al'~bs 

The Monitoring Committee of thelsraeli Arabs.sent four ofitS·menibers to the l1otilla, ·including 
Sh,eikh Raed Salah; head ofthe northern ·branch·ofthelslamic MovernentinJsrael. He·made 
~ta,tements in suppot;t ofHainas and ag11in,st the legitimacy of the .Pale~t.inia:n A,lithority .. Previously, 
~alah .said at the Qonference of the :Palestm)ans in Europe:• "'We arc veryjoyftil o.ver tile freedom. 
Flotil!aw>that in anotherlew days willbreak.:the siege onfi;ee:Gaza, noljle Gaza, heroic Gaza Atthe 
same tim~. we emphasize to allthe worldthatthe freedom Flotilla heralds.aiiother flotilla to come -
do you 'knbw :whatthat is? It is the fl?tilla .returning the Palestinian refugees to our country; to. our 
plains, te>. our sea and our land, to our fields and our grovcs."Iffil 

Bishop Hilariori Capucci 

AnqthePpas~engeron the Ma vi M~~ w,as Bish(,)pH.ilarion C~pucci, Vi'.ho irrtl:ie l 970swas 
convicted and imprisoned ih Israel for smuggling Vieaporis .from Lebanon to the PLO, but afteI"Wards 
was freed at the ft!.que!)tof the. Vatican; AccordingtQ Algerian. flotilla: paftkipants,· Hihuion. said that 
he was "wai~ingfor the 'd~y.w!:len he c9uld retllrl\to Pafostine and. hear the .church be Us and the 
muezz.ins' ca]ls of1Alllih Akbar,' under the ~kies ofa.frce Palestine,"flli 

. Anticip$tlng ·.conflict~. Willing lo Die 

I In their statemenis; flptilla partipipa.ntS raised the poSSibi lity that Israel would use forc.e to prevent 
the ship from,reaching: the. Gaza coast; and· declaredlha(this would not stop tbem .. Many noted that 
they wcn.ild break the siege even ifit costthem their lives. 

! Muhammad Al~Baltaji,, of.the Muslim Brotherhood faction in the Egyptian parliament.. said: "The 
: fi0tlua· partlciparits have two aims: to reach •Gaza and break the siege, aild·1o deriounce'lsrae] if it . I prevcnts:the flotilla from entering:Gaza,>cven at the co!lt'of martyrdom or imprisonment"~. 

Algerian deleg11tion headDr. Abd ALRazzaq Maqd,, wllois·the depufy head of the Aigt:rian group 
Movementgf S()Ciecy. for Peace; Algeria!s mlijor:lslamist1party; said,"The Algerians onbo1l.l'd will 
hear ()nly the order,s of.their leaders, who s~k to breiik the siege, [The options are] martyrdom, 
impdsonmcnt, or breaking [the siege].'\gfil 

The website ofthe group titled its collection of photos from the flotilla "Photos of Algerian 
M.ufahideen. ''fg1l 
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Algtiri(ln delegation coordin(ltor Ahmad Brahimi. said about his delegation: 0 Algeria has been known 
for its support ofthc Palestinian cause since the days ofSalilh Al-Din Al-Ayyubt Our fathers gave 
their blood and lives .to. defend Palestine ... and we are the sons ofthose fathers,"·He added that the 
dele~tfon's: only.purpose was to reach. Gaza,.andthat Israel could not preventitfromdoing so.@ 

Another participant; Attorney Fathi Nassar qfJordan, said:. "The Freedom Flotilla members are.filled 
with dctenriiriatiori to:i:cath Gaza.or die;"fgfil 

Rami Abdou, representative of the European Campaign10 End:the Siege on Gaza, said thaimosi 
Of the participants were willing fo Jay down their livesto reach Gaza;. He stressed .that they would 
not allow the occµpationJorces to tow tl!e ship to Ashdcid,razl ' 

Sl:ladhaBaral<at's husband Ayman said that his :Wife\.Va5likelyt0 be harmed dliringtheventure, 
adding.that"she::willmal(eno·tnice with·Zionism'1 and that "sinte·she Wa5 a•chilcl> shihas dreamed 

' ofattacking·an Tsraeli.11g§J 

Pav-ticipants ~Wrtite Their Wilis 

A~ a: press c;ortf~rence in Antal ya, Turkey,. th~ ·flPJH!a organii;ers ~ked all the partjc/pants to '!write 
their wj!Ts. "@l Following the press conforence;. K~~aiti. ~alafi~ rvrP W.alidAl-Tabtabai reportedly 
·~did not hesjtate to write his will, in defiance of the Israeli threats. ''ra.Ql 

Kuwaiti MPWalidAl~Tabtabai wrote hiswiilbefore boarding the /Wavi Mannara 

The father of Kuwaiti activist.Abd Al-Rahman.Al"Filkawi fo1d·the Kuw;UtiAl-W~tan .daily that his 
S:on had to.ld. liin'l tJiatthe flotma. parti!=ip\U)ts' tnorale was l:l~gh,. l}rld .that they ·"woii!Ctsacriffoe 
them51;:lves.f9r the sake of Allah. He added that his sqn · h.ad ''to id them before embarking thaf he 
would pe a martyr for tiJe sake of Allah;t1@11 Likewise, .onthe various r11tcmet f9r:ums; it was 
reported· :lli?Mhe mother of one of the Tm:ki*' p~~ipa11~ had said that her son. had bade her 
farewell and told herfuat he was going to IaydoWn his lifo;@fil 
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l:1J Ikhwanonline.c()m, March 15, 2010 . . ' .. . . . 

Ifil http:i/www.inbaa.com,Augustll,.2008. 

QJ http://WWW;alwahdawi~net. Apl'il 5, 106, 

@Al-Akhpat(Lebanon), June· 1; 20.1 O; Al~'SaWr (Lel:Janon) JWle · l ,20.10; 

r.fil http://www:nowlebanon~com .. M:ay3 I..20 i Q;www.'bihtiubail.om. June i,2Q IO. 

Ifil http://www.inbaa.com, August 11,.2008~ 

11.1 http://stocksexoerts.net/archive/;'Qhp?t~11429.html, A/::sabil{Jordait);May 31,2010· 

[§]AJ•Sa.bil (Jordan), .May 31, 20.to. 

Ifil.AJ:f?aya{Qatar), September 23, 2009. 

I1Ql httb://ziad.;.1937,maktdobblog.com/. DecemberJ, 2008. 

Wl Aljazeem.net, August 12; 2009. Al-SaPil(Jor~an), January 9, 2010 • 

. I12} A'iiWatan (Syria), June I, :ZQI O;. http://alfikralaratii.net!vb; June I, 20.1 o. 

I1fil http1//almethag,net. May 31, 201 O; 

l11:l http:/lwww;aritl-war,comnps/sultan.php?artiCleid=2649. May 25;2010. 

l:!.§lhttb://www;alarabiya.riet May29,.20d4;www;news;gov.kw; April 24,200it 

I.1Zl .. http://islamtoday.net March 7, 201 o. 

1.:!.fil 'http:!lwww.islamwav'.com, :February 1, 2009, 
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[j1} islamonline.net, February 16, 2009;:wwW:aqsatv.ps, May27,2010, 

I 

l 

I 
,I 

I 
I@lhttp://alsedeek:com/alsedeek, May .lQ, 20l(L 

CW. . . . 
hftp:J/hmsalgeria,c4;ixwebhosting.com/ar/modules:php?name=News&file=article&sid=1669 •. 

r J'.ilay 2~, 201Q. 

@www.ikhwanorilineLcom, May 27, 2010. 

' Lifil wwvMrab48~bom, May 2~. 2010. 

rg1} http://www .. hmsalgeria.net/ar/qazza live/ 

[,@l http:/lwww:insanonline.nel May 22, 20.lO. 

J1,§lAl-Haqiqa Al-Daw/iyya (Jordan), May 27; 2010. 

Illl http://paltimes; net/arabiC/read. php?news id=113072, May 27~ .201 Q. 

~Al-Wafan (Syri~); June 1, 2010. 

~· http://WWW.aqsatv~ps/ar. May 27, 2010; alfikralaral:iiinetlvb;Juiu:l, 2010. 

IBQl A/~Rai(Kuwait), May 30, 2010. 

1 @11A1~watan (Kuwait); May 31, 20 JO .• 

@il htfo://www.peildT.net. May3 I, 2010: 

.Please remember the environmentbefore printing; 

For assistance; please contact M~MRI at inemri@memii.org. 

The ~ iddie Eai;t Media Researcb Institute (l\IIEMRI) is an independent. non-profit organization t~t t,ranslates and· 
anal)li:es:theI1ledi~ o,fthe Middie 'East: Copie5 .of articiesend document!; c~ted, .. as: well a5 ·background iriformation, are 
avail~fe oil 're.quest. . . . 

MEMRlholds cqpyrighfs on aJVtranSlations; Materials may only be used with proper attrlbution. 

! 

MP MRI 
P;(j. B()X·27Sn, W~hington~DG2003 S-78~7 
.Phone:.(202)9~5-9070 
:fax:;(2()2),'955~9077 
www;jnemttorg 
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Coleman, Charmaine (O~l) 

From: 
Sent: 

Valdez, Pablo l\ll RELEASED IN FULL 
Tuesday; June 01 .• 2.010 4:42 PM. 

To: ~aza flotilla Monitoring. <3roup . .. 
(Reuters) Israel lo deportall for~igners .seized on Gaza ships Subject 

JERUSALE.M (Rf:!Uters) - Israel said it would linmediatelydeporthundrecis of foreign activists seized aboard a Turkish· 
backed aid flotilla to Gaza in a bloody raid. 

Pablo Valdez 
Watch Officer· 
Operations Center 
Depattmenr¢f State 
202~547;;.1512 

.UNITEDSTAT:E~:DE:J>ARTMENTOFSTATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARONE.AHMAD 
nAt:E1cASE 1i>: o4 A:PR. 2012 2oi()ofti63 
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CQlem~n, Ch~.rmaineJDRl) 
RELEASED IN PJCRI' 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Fitzpatrick, Kathleen. M . 
Tuesday, ~une·ot 2010.4:29<PM .· ... .. .. B6 BS 
Cassidy,.JosephP; Posner,Micbael Hj LJeb.errhaii, Jessiea D'(DRL) 

Subject: RE: This won'thelp · · · · · 

---...,~Original :Message,--•-­
From;. Cassidy) Joseph P 
Sent: Tuesday, Jone 01, 2010 4:24 PM 
10: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner:. Mit!iael H; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL) 
su~je!=t: RE: This won.'t help 

He has a non-diplomatic style (and I say that .in a .complimentary way). 

-----Original Message,----­
Froni: Fitzpatrickj Kathleen M 
sent: Tuesday., j'i.Jne. 01, .ie10· 4:23 PM 
To: Cassidy, JOseph P} Hosner, Michael H; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL) 
su~je~t: R~: This won't help 

See Jim. Jef.frey's {our Ainb in Turkey) comments -- just received 

-----Or:i.ginal Message--.,.--
Fro)ll: C:a5$idy, Joseph P 
s~nt: Tuesday, June 0.1, 2010 4:13 PM 
To: Pos11er, :Mkhael H; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M;· Lieberman, Jessica D .(DRL) 
Subject: FW: this won't ~elp 

-----'Original .Message.----­
From; Ca$s.idy.,. Joseph. P 
Sent: Tµesday, June 13'1~ 2010. 4:12 PM 
To: ('.)stermeier,. Arr.Y A; Aswad:.. Evelyn M; B~nos, Mariano l;lj McGeeney, Kristen R (DRL) 
Subject: FW: MFA on cabinet meeting 

------Original Messeige----­
From; Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Tuesday, June ~1. ,20104:08 PM 
To: .Gaza 'Flotilla MonitOring Gr,oup 
Ge: cµrintngna111? Jaines B; Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura 
Subject: MFA qn cabinet mee1:ing 

;136 

B5 

'---------.,---------------'·c:alled :me. to qpdate on deportatfon authority. B6 
Cabin.et decided it has ;:tuthority to :e~pedit:e depa,r'f:tite of all d.ehiflees n.ot !jUspectea of 
at:t:acki11g lst:'C:lE!li mj_litc:iry personnel.; .th~sapparently covers ail those in det:ention. in Beef 
Shev.a. They will still he asked to sign .release form:;. but oral req!JE!St tq l~ave Israel will 
be a.cc~pted', 

uNITED STATEs:nEP ARTMENTOF.S"tAtE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARONE AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: ()4 APR2012 20100416.3 
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Cabin~t decided, however., to support police request to detain for possible investigation and 
per.haps prosecutfon those who.· are suspected of . attacking Israeli mili1:ary, .. He said this 
means basically aH tpe- wounded .<;:urrent~y in 'hospitals and a. small number of thpse il) Beer 
Sheva will be held at least for a .few .f"ilpre dciys while Attorney U.enerai i'.leddes hOW to . 
proceed, it's not clearyet Whethel" they will put ~riy qf then}Oll trial. ·.I noted this Would 
s.cuttle uriderstandil'!g reache(I wit.h Turks about evacuating TiJr.kis.h .wounded. He said that was 
~~~ . . 
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CQleman, Gharmaine·(DRL} 

Frdm: 
Sent: 

Kazi; ParoJeiaR_ ....... . . . RELEASED IN FIJLL 
Tuesday •. · .. µne 01, tOt04:04PM 
Gaza flotilla Monrtonng Group To: 

·Subject: FW: Copy·ofFlotilla CoalitionPass·enger Ustv3.xlsx updated4.PM·6.1.10 

From: Kail, Pamela R 
!Serit: Tuesday,Jurie ·01, 2010 · 3::54 PM 
To:· Lopatkiewit::z, Viktorla; Bemier:.Toth, Michelle 
Cc: Richteri Kim 6. 
Subjeet: Copy of.Flotilla Coalition Passenger·ust v3;xlsx.updated 4 PM G.1.10 

Cqpy cif flotllla 
Coalltron. Pils ••• 

UNITED STATESDEPARTIVIENT OF STATE 
REVIEWAUFHORITY: SHARONE•AHMAD 
DATE(CASE ID.: 04 AJ;>R 2012' 2()10P416~ 

l 

UNCLASSIFIED· 



StateDept01600

...... .. • 

Frpm: 
sent: 
To: 
Subject~ 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Va!dei, PabloM RELEASED. JN FULL 
Tuesday, June 01. 201 o 3:34. PM 
¢?za ·.Flotilla M.onitqr.ing Grciup 
(R1:iuters) Irish PM calls on Israel to. free Irish detainees 

DUBLIN (Reuters) - lreland'calledfor the immediate and unconditional.reliaase of seven of Its. nationals detaii'.ted by Israel 
after the se.liure of ships taki11g:aidto Gaza, and·warned of "serious conseqµem:es;1 ifthey;we(e harfT1ed; 

Pablo Valdez 
Watch .Officer 
Qperaticms Center 
Department of ~tate 
202-647-1512 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTH0RlTY:SHARON EAHMAD 
DATE/OASE ID: ()4 Ai>R:iOl'.i 211.1094163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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:cole.rnctn,Chaimain~JPRL) 

From: 
sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Fitzp<3.friCK; KathleertM 
Tuesday, Jµne01, 201 O 1:0:36 AM 
ORL~~ESCA~OL 
DRL-MLGA-DL 
FW: Two Additional Ships Heading to Gaza 

RELEASED IN FULL 

Want to .make sure alf.,or. some ofNESCA is receiving these flotilla working group updates. 

from: Sindle, )am~ M · 
Sent: Tuesday, Juhe 01, 2010 10:32 AM 
To! 9afa Flotill;:i Mohit6ring Gro~p 
Cc: Riley, RobertJ; Mcirsh, Denise M; Goodman, Ilan M Silliman; Douglas A; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanb~I); Leafy, Thomas 
M; Dayton; Win.(I$nbul); Am6cJeq, 5alvatoreA.(Istanbul); Ankara-PObDL; Ogle, Karen L; K~en;. Daniel G;. Tomlinson, 
Christina (Istanbul);Abeyta,. Susan K (Istanbql); Gfsvp)d, Usci C (IS@r:ibul); C,etin1 Metin (Ist.anbul); Appleton, Richard H; 
Oflle, Karen L; Combs, James D; Gilmore, BradleyT;Allison, AlidaP,;de Oralvaro, Laura H; Grubb, Jason B; Howe, 
Geoffrey G;. Chue;Jason; Greene, Ellsa; Parker, Andrew c; Sievers; Ma'rc J; Grubb; Jason' B; Levin, Jan; Waters, John R 
Subject: TWo Additional Ships Heading to Gaia 

Colleague~: 

There is press;reporting thatthe Free·Gaza Movementis sending two additional Vessels to Gaza. The first ship is Ireland's 
"Rachel Corrie/' with about 10 .p~ssengers on board indudi[lg D~njs Halliday, t.h.e lrlsh former UN Hurna1J Rigbts 
Cooulinator in lrciq. The sec:ondcshjp is the. US-flagged 1•rchalle11ger W', whkh chopped ou,tof.thefirst:flotilla to undergo 
repairs in Nicosia. Accor:dingJo:FreeGaZa Movement spokesperson Alldrey Bomse in laniaca, the Rachel Corrie le It 
Malta.on heM/ilay t6 Gazat)1e night before last and she stiould be coming·near' Crete today. Arrivalis expected around 
Gaza between late·Wednesday:and :Sometime Thursday.· 

lfanyone has additional ·information on the status of the vessels arid the number; .nationalities, arid the names of the 
passen~ers·aboard· pl~a~e fo!Ward .ifto the ~oll.ectiv~~ ·It should hglp us fr\tetmsohrackihgany Amcits in advance.of 
detai.nmenf. CG :lstanbui and Embassy An!<ara.:reachingouttothe IHH organizers was valuable in this regard durii:ig the 
first iteration. GOI has told Embas!ry' Tel Aviv that: the IDF still.intends to;intercept these ·Vessels, but is reviewing how to 
do it. 

Many thanks, 

JimSindle 
Pol-Mil Office~ 
Office.of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
lJ.S. DepartmentofState 

Undassified: SindleJM@stakgov 
Classified: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

202~647-4386.(office) 

UNIJ1ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY: SHAROI"{E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 04 Ai>R2012 20'1004163 
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Coleman, Charmaine (ORI..} 

From: 
Sent: 

M!'lrtone,stephanieL RELEASED IN FULL 
Tuesday, June 01; 201 o 7:48 AM 

To: DRL•Users~DL 
Subject: FW: bRAFTTaskihg List for~onday, June 1,.4010 

St~phanie Martone 
Bure.ciu ()fD~mocracy, Human Rights & Labor 
202-647~3026 . 

from: Duckworth, Karle [ma!ltq:Duc;kworthKE@State.9ov] 
Sent: Tuesday,. June 01, 2010 7:40 AM 
To: PAO Group 
Subj~ct: DRAFTTasking List.for Monday, June 1, 2010 

DRAFT Tasking LisHor Monday, June I. 2010 
Unclassified E;.;.mail: ·PA PO. Gr6llP Classified E~mail: I?APress_pfficers 

Daily Schedule 
:Daily Press.Briefing: 2:30 p.m. 

Briefer: PJ 

Tasking list prepared by RarlDuckworth, x74133(m: in the PAJFO a:t 7-8232 after 10 a.m.) 

Final Guidam:es Due at 12:30 .o:rn.-] :45 p.m~ 

PENDING R:E:LEASES 

AFRICA 
CA IAF1 RWANDA: Do we have any updates cm Amedc.an linV,yc;;r Pete(Erlind(!t? lfhe · sti1Uncarcerated? 
S/WCI /J.O /LFUGANDA: Please provide guidance on the Rome Statute Review Confe.~ence in .Kampala and the 
intervention. 

IEASTASIA 
IEA:P /IO t:NORTRKOREA: Do we have any inforrnatiotHlti'the Russ.ian·team that is •investigating the ship :explosion? 
Do we expect Cfiina fu send its own team to confirm the report? IS this in preparation for UN SC action? What's.next? 

EUROPE 
FORTRETOP: EUR! 'lrURKEY: What is· 011 the agep~~<?rSecretary .Clinton's mee~ingwith Turkish Foreigri 
Miµist!!r Abm~t Pavut9gh1? Will.the Oaza;·flotil fa.®:· ~iscssed? 
FO:RTHETOP: EUR /:RC>MANIA:Whatis on the agenda for Secretacy Clinton's· meeting with Romanian Foreign 
Min:isterTeodqr Baconschi? · 

NEAR EAST 
NEA/:€A llSIPAL: What updates do we :have 011 the taking of the Gaza flotilla sbip?Were any Amcits on the .boat? If 
so, whde are t~ey now? Were llriY .Ameflciuis irtj urediri.]lrotests irtlsra~I or the Palestiniallterritbries? What does the . 
United States plan to do? (Alsq • see oelowtiisking-f'.IU~ave it up to y.o!l ifyou want'to combine:). 
IOI NEA I IS!P:A·L: What~appeni;:d atJhe einergri;icy 111eetin1fattpe l)}l . .y~s~~tdar J~ re:gards t6 the above incident? 
What specitfopropo~I did T1Jrkey put :forward? Wm w:¢ support: any action againsfJsrael? 

UNIT:ED STATESUEPARTMENT OF STATE 
RE~WAUTHORITY:·SBARONEABMAD 
DATE(CASE Iti: 04 APR 2012. 20l004i63 
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lSN/NEAIIOIIRAN: .Do 'Ye h~ve a ~ea~tjon:ti:rthe !AEA, repoitoi:i Jranthat says, a!llong o1hcr things, thatlran's 
stockpiie. of LEU has risenJo2.43 ton~? Do~s this fiIJding a:dMo qur skepticism aboutthis 'month's revived. nuclear fuel 
deal br6kered by Brazil andTurkey?Arewe coricemed thatthe report also indi<~ates µpssibfo activity. in Iran to develop a 
nuclear paylbadfor a missile? 
NEA I LIBYA: Is the Secretary.still planning on meetfogwith Lib.Yan Forei~n Minister Musa Kousa? If: so, what is on the 
agenda? 'Do we have .an update on the health and our thoughts on. the Lockerbie bOmber? Willit be discussed? 

SOU'f.H AND CENTRAL.ASiA 
SIR.APISCA:IAFGli:ANIS'fAN: Can we ·Jtave.dt!taJls qnthe .se~retuy'sJ o.a.111; call with At'ghaniPresident Hamid. 
Karzai?. What was.d1$cussed? {It's on ~he publi~ sche<lule:) 
FOR nIE TOP: S!RA:P /SCA lAF.GRANISTAN:. Can we have a.few sentences fqr the top on the .beginning of.the 
Consultative Peace Jfrga? 
. SCA/ S/RAP IDRL: Do We have.any reaction to the Afghan government's suspensiC>n.of the operations of two. phurch­
ba5edfolicf.grcilips over suspicions they:were' :invoJY:ed in conv~rtiilg,Afghans.tc>.'Christianity? 
SCAI.RNDIA:. What are our expectationsfcirthe U;S.•lndia.Strategfo.Dialogue? Can we have arn:>verv'iew of oui 
.relatioris with Jridia? {One off he Indian reporters has been askingfor this for awhile.) What are the issues/goals/successes 
S(!A 'Yants t0 highlight? 
DRL I SC.A I PAKISTAN: .Do we baye anY conurienton the Pa,kistani court's decision on Monday, ordering the 
government to restore acce!!S to Fa.cebook? · 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE: 
UPDATELWHAIJAMAICA: Do we have an update on the situation hi Jamaica? Whats the.status of the embassy? 

MISCELLANEOUS 
UPDATE : OES:·Can we have updatesor1 the6H• spiU .. cleannp.1µ1d ii1ternationiil •offers of assistance? 

.. ISNfiO: 'C}im we have an assessment on the meetings of the Nutlear Non-Pfo\ifeialion Treaty Review Conference? 

UPCOMING 

June2 
NEA:Who are the visiting Middle. East democracy actiVi!>ts? Whaforganizations do they represent and ~hat are their 
goals? With ::whom are th~y meeting? 

Contents I' 

Russian5To StudvWarshlp Sinking Ptobe·(Kirn1.AP). 3 
Australia:aegins.Legal Action To·StoOJapan Whaling !AFP}, 3 
Chinal:fansCourtEvidence Gafned Through.Tofture(Jacobs, NVTl.4 
.tsraei: At least9 Pro~Palestinfon Activists Killed.On··Gaza. Flotilla Carrying Aid (Zacharia. WP). 6 
Ahal\{sis:~Condemnation.oflsfoeli·assatiit camplkates relations With. u ;S. 8 
Deadlylsraeli·Raid Draws Condemnation.to.··· 
LI .N~ Report Says Iran Has Fuel For2• NuclearWeapons (Sanger. Broad, NYTl. 13 
u.:s. Say~ Afghan Peace DeallMust Ensl.ireWomei'\~s,Rights.IMadhani. usA:rJ. 15 
Afghahistan suspends Two Aid Groups (Nordland, Wafa,·Nvrl; 17 • 
Pakistani C:ourfOrders Access To Facel:iook Restored {Eilick,.Gt'llani, NYT}. 18 
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Russians Te Study Warship ShtkingProbe (Kim, AP) 
Monday1 May31, 2010 
AssoCiated .P.ress 
By.Hvung~Jln .. Kim 

.SEOUL, Sbuth Korea - R.ussian experts arrived in Seoul on Monday to review findings of an iiwesl:igationthat blamed 
~Orth Korea.for the deadly sinking of a Sm.1th Kon~an warship, :as the South sought to :b:ufld support for U.N .. punishment 
ofthe North. 

If.Russia endorsesttie multinational probe~s cqndu~ions,. th~ m.ove could .convince:•C:.bina and other major powers to 
support.possible U.N. sanctions agah:ist Pyongyangforthe sinkingtwo months ago of the Cheohan; Which killed46 
sailOrs. 

The $outh Kpreans shared the investigation's findings with Chinese ·Premier Wen Jiapao. \astweekend before a summit, 
but Beijing has yetto blame NorthKorea o'r support any potential •U.N. action against its longtime ally. 

Wen is.now in Japan; v,i:here he was expected toface n:iore pressure to cens.ureN.orth Korea. On Monday; he met with 
JapaM~e Prime Minist~rYukio Hatoyama, who saidTokyo strongly supports Seoul's j)lahs to bring North Korea before 
the U;N. Securify.Col.lncil for. sanctions or condenihatibn. 

N.orth l<orea has deriie.d .SinkjngJhe ship:(3nd has $aidthem.ultination~l investigation- involving.America, Britain, Sweden 
and Australia.., was·a biased prcibe·c6nduc:ted·byScii.Jth Korea's allies. 

ARus,sian .eni:forsemert:ofthe investiga~ion_could•gre?tly c_ontrib\lteto tile legitir:nacy cifthe conclusions. Like Chim~. 
Moscow is a traditional N.orth Koreah:allyand a veto•hbi'ding.perm.ahent·COUncil: member. 

The· Russia.hteam - indudihgtorpedo anc) ·sub.marine e);Cp,e.r:ts - ~rrived'Monday aryciwereto stay iri South Korea for 
several'qays as:they (eviewthe investigcition ~suits and examine the ship's wreckage, said a Defense Ministry official 
who spoke-on condition ofanbnymify. titihg.departmentpcilicy; 

The offidal declined to providefurther.cietails, citing· Russia's request not to publicize. many of the team's.act.ivities. 

R~ssia'S ambassador in Seou\, KonstantioV. Vnu·~ov,told a.forum Fric:laythatMoscowv.rmdetermine its positjon on:the 
U.N. action on North l<orea·afte.r the experts study the prdbe results, according to YTN television network. 

Australia B~gins LegalA:cnQK1 To StQ.pfapan Whaling (AFP) 
Tuesday, June 1, 2010 
AFP 

TOKYO (AFP) ... Australia has lai.ihched legal action at.the International Court of Justice to stop Japan's whaling 
pr0g~amnte; Japanese 9fficials said Tuesday;. calliqg .the move ''extremely regrettable". 

"We were.informed that Australia has filed a lawsi.tltWith the Inte.rrt!ltidI1al Court of Justice regarding research 
whaling. We will· discuss how to dea:t with it;" said a fisheries agency .officj~). · 

Hirofumi Hiran(>~ Japan's top goverl1}nentsfiokesman, sai.d: "I 1]1inkit1s exttemely i;egretl(lble; The Japanese 
governmentwilldeal with it properly; based on our position." · 

Japan defends whaUng.a,s partofits c11ltural tra,dition <l11d }imµs :the ocean.giants under. a.loophole in a 1986 
intemationalmorato.rium on commercial whaling: that allows .lethal "sCientiflbresearch". 

3 . 
UNCLASSIFIED 



StateDept01605

uNCLASSIFIED 
Australia hcis'long protested the hunts, ihdl1din~ MI1i.Iatwhaling expeciitiqns,fo .Antarctic water;s, and, has in 
recent months hardened its stance, .announcing fastweekthat ,it w0uld launch legal action in The Hague. 

"We want to see an end to whfil.~s bein.g.l(,illed in the mnue of s9ience in th~ South.em Q9ea,n,11 said:Envirorunent 
Protection Minister Peter Q<:)!:retflast we.ek, voWing "to brlng a permanent end .to Whaling. in the Southern 
Ocean". · 

A ~apanese foreign ministry official told APP ion Tuesday: "We iare studying oi.Ifstrategy regardingtbe lawsuit. 
Details are yet to be decided~ butwe won'tdif>Close our:stra~egy even <l-fter we make a decision." 

Cbina B.ans C9µrt IEvidertce.(iai.i:led. Throu·gh Tottute (J~u:obs, NYTJ 
Tuesd~v»~Ul'tE! 1,.2010 . 
NewVo~lc Times 
By ,Andrew Jacobs 

B.EIJING ~ Ttietopjlldidaland lawe.hfotce.rnent b.c>di.es In Gl'iina t:iave. issued newguldelinesthat seek to· na.ltthe use of 
torture in obtaining confessions orWitness testimony, espedalfy in death peiialtfcases. 

'Th~ rules, al)nounced Sunday,:would n"1llifyevidencegathered through violence or intimidation andgivedefondantsthe 
abllityto thallenge·confesslons presented during their trials. 

The new reg[Jlatlbnswe.re issuedwe.eksafterthe authoiities.concededthatthe·cppfesslon .usecjto erroneously convict a 
farmer for <l murdecwas .based 011totture. Tl:ie case ec1me, to !ight orily. after the.supposed:vittim turned up a)iVe and the 
defendant had spent 10 yea.rs.in .prison. It has;pfovciked national outfcige. 

"Judicial'practice in receJ'ltyears show5.that5l~ck amfimprpper methq~s h.av.e l:l~el'.I used to gather, e.xamine and ' 
exdµde:evidence. in various cases; espeeiallythoseJnvolving:the death pe11alty,11•said a statement released by the central. 
government. 

A.lthough:such provlsions·are·.a ,pa$k.fee1ture of modern .. crimit:ial codes, .1¢gai exper:tssaid itwas the firsttime Chinese 
law. has explicitly spelled out:rules for the admissibility ·of prosecutorlal .evidence. 

Confessioos,gained'thr0l1gl't torture are tf1oughttt>;be.commonin China, though r:ignts advoc.ate.s and defense lawyers 
say such.·r'llistreatment g~iris public notice O:nly when a defendant dies in. tUstody. In some re·ceritcases, Jail house ·deaths 
have spurred prote~s and a.larrned th.e autho:rities~ who are eager:to. mal~tain soda I stability. 

1.n a rare .admission of theproblem,-the.Suprerne .. P.e0plefa Procurator.ate~ which carries out .inVestigatlons and 
prosecutions; Issued a rep6itlrl20b3 acknowle:dgii'lg:that what it characterized as.forced confessions had led to the 
deaths of.460·peopleand serious injuries for :i.i:Z.others. 

The sta.kes are high: in.China, .Which puts.to .deathniore:peoplethan all.other countries tomblned.-The government does 
not release figurest>hexect:itibn~; btit.Arilriesty lri~eqfafion.al .estimates more than :l.,700 lastyear. 

tawvers and legal sthc>lars pra{sed the new regulatioris,whfoh are part of a larger package of legai.refbrms that have 
been in the works for years, but have been st~lled by _powe"rful interests .within the country's public security.apparatus. 

"They helve come justir:i time becaµse t11e.nec:e.ssityis$o great, ,;.said,zt:iang Xingst:iui, qdefens.e lawver. ".!tis a good cure 
for .loopholes,. because .legal workers are often under so fo\.u'.:h pressure to set eases: closed no matter what ittakes;'' 

Several lawyers saidlnat theywe(e curiol!~.tl)·S~~the·e><:t~ntt.PWhichthe regulatiopswou.ld b~ ca~r.ied but, poi1Jting out 
that'C'hlna·often fails to abide by its own rules and regulations.· 
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The larger problem,· fogal experts say, is the dis.connect betwe.en China's stated desire forthe r11le .of law and the 
Communist Party's insistence tnatthej.udicial system serve the party. · 

When. It.comes to criminal.justice, theMinistry of PubJlc'Sec:urlty and Supreme People'sProc:uratorate are· often averse 
to measures . .ttiatniightlimit their powers. After a previ6US<rollhd.6f legal tevisionsin 2007.,.for example, prosecutors 
refused to allowlawyer.Ho rneet with cliEmts accused of violating state-secrets.laws; a:hazy desigriatfon that .is often 
usedagciinst dissid~nts. . · 

Nicholas Be~uelln, .a researche.r with}\urmm Rights Watch \n l:\ong Kong, called the new guidelines a ..,,,elcome step, but 
said that they were weak medicine foran ailingqiminal justice system. 

"lthinkthe;governroent has aband.o.necfany ambition of carrifing 6ut svstefoicieform and instead has·adopfod an 
approach where it aims at marginal procedural'improvements;'' he said. 

. . 
Cui Min, a professor at Chinese People~s Public Security University, was somewhafmore optimistic. One important 
eleme.nt of the regulations, he noted,. requiresthe. police;to testify. in court if they are accused of using torture to extract 
a confession. 

"This may be common practice for police in the \Nesto.r in Hong Kotjg; butitis a new thing for Chinese policemen to 
testifyln c:ourt,•i he said. "We have to c:uftivC1te a vew mindset, one that accepts the;.idea ofpossibly setting free. a 
criminal over. wrongft.il!y tonvi¢ting an innocent man.'' 

Israel: At Least ~lJPrp~Palestil1ianActivistsKilled. On GazaFlotiUa 
carrying Aid (Za:cJiada,,'.WP) 
Tu~sday, June 1., wm 
Washington Post 
By Janine.. Zacharia 

JERUSALEM - AtJeast nine pro"'.Palestinian activists were killed and dozens were wountled aboard an aid 
flotilla 'bound fot the Gaza Sttip when.Israeli naval commandos seized control of the boats about 70 mUes 
offshore:inintemational waters earlyMonday. 

An.Israeli annY spokesman wqtildJjatdisclqse th~iriderttities or nationalities; Some Turkish~ Israeli and Arab 
media outlets ha~ earlier put the deatb:t~ll at f9 activists and said:th~Y. incJuded as many as 10 JurJdsh 
n~tfonals. The woundedwere evacuated:to Isra~li hosp~tals. arid;fue.ships were ledinto · israel's·Ashdod port, 
where the passengers.and· p.id supplies were beiµg unioadea and. screened' Seven. Israeli naval. pers()nnel. were 
also injured. · · · 

Sbarp condemmitions of Israel rang outfrorn across the world, with several Eurppean cotintiies suirunoning 
Israeli.ambassadors fa protest The European Unioncalled .. for an inqµiry into the deaths. And the Unit~d 
Nations Security Council plan11ed to meetMC>ni::l~y afte!llo9n for an en::t~tgency sessiOrt. The Ui)ited States 
expressed regret atthe toss· ofthe life.and said ihvas "working to understand the circumstances of 1b~ tragedy ;11 

Isra~li Prirni;: Minister Bhly?Illin Netanyah4, who is in CM~d~ iµidpag been $cheduledto meet Prel)ident 
Obama in Washington on 1'ueSday,. decided to cut short his.trip and will ereturnhome Monday night instead, his 
office said. 

Turkey~ which dispatched the main Mavi Marmara ship carrying .600 activis.ts andthbusandsof fons of aid, 
sqong1y condemned Isr:ael, w~ngofdeep conseqµences,to r~Ia.tio.As,~.E!S,prqtest¢r:; dei:n9.11strafod outside the 
Israeli consulatein Istanbul and TsraeLrelcasecI a ttaveLadvisory warning Isra:elis to avoid travel to Turkey. 
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"We strongly condemnthese inhumane acts ofisra:eL.This gr!,lve incic1ent whichtook place in h~gh se,as in gross 
violation of international law might cause irreversible· consequences in our relations,'' the 'Furkish Foteign 
:Ministty<said in a statement. 

Israel had warn.ed the organizers of the flotilla -- trapsporting ,it~rris such as concrete to help (}aza rebuild after 
last year's war with Israel _,_ that they would not be aUowed to sail directly. through the .blockaded region. 

The activists. refused to :i:{qcJc in Israelartd have r(!Jief sµppJies uplpaded>and irispected thei:e, saying they did not 
trust that Israel would alk>wthe contents to· be trucked to the Gata: Strip. · 

Overnight, Israeli navaiper~<mneldropped:fromhelfoop~ers onto.the lirrgestpassenger ship from Turkey, which 
had mostly Turkish nationafa aboard. Short video dips broadcast on television stations showed demonstrators 
c1tibbing·'1he navy personnel· with metal barn and· showed at least one Israeli commando firing. 

Israeli m~litary officials said demonstrators attacked the navy personnel with knives and live fire and seized at 
least .Qne of the soldiers' weapons. 

"This f[)F'naval operation was carried :Qut under Ol'd~rsJrom·the politicaFieadershipto.halt the flotilia from 
reachlhg the .Gaza: Strip and breaching the naval blockade," the Israeli army said in>its statement. 

Pasti.floti11<1S ei~er reached Gaza.or were diveite~ to lsrnelpeacefuHy .. Butt!ie activists,.frustrated with a 
continuing blockade of Gaza, mounted a much1ar~¢r efforttlristime to challenge the .siege. Israel, am.id 
grmvi11g te11oSions with Turkey an~ amdetie~ abqut the T~kish organizers~ contacts with what Israeli officials 
described as terrorist groups, said it neepedto keep.the siege.in tact; 

Some in Israel.,. b.eforethe raid and after, questioned the wiSdorn of Israel trying to take the ships by force. 

Israelli~ ?'1anaged a blockade on G~a in iw effo.rtto fa()late the I~lar,nistleadership ofHa:inas, Which took 
control ofthe strip oftertitory in 2007: Israel aHows:goo~sto pass irito tlie G<,lZS. 'Strip bu.t lll:nits1 or prevents; 
cettain.cat¢gories.needed especially for construction. Marty goods atesmuggled mto Gaza through underwound 
tunnelsfrnm Egypt, creating an overall d,ysfuilctional economy reli~t on.the de¢isions ofou~ide powers~ 

; . 
QnMortday,.after the clash at sea, Israel Closed ·one .of the main border crossings into· Gaza and turned back 
roughly·60 trucks of goods destined'for the strip. 

Flotilla ol'ganizers,from theTµrkisb non-:goveriunental organizatiQn IHH, or Humanitarian ReliefFund, .said 
they were transporting 6;000 ton:s .of cement, more them2,000 tons of iron, 100 prefabricateci ;houses:, .500 
wheelehalts; medical equipment, wood; l'ilid glass fot building, as well aS electric generators .arid food. 

Reports of the activists' deaths prompted deroonstratiqnsin the Harhas-rule.d Gaza Strip, and Is~aelincreased. the 
presence ofpolice; and.military across the couney in antidpation ·of possible .riots. Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas declared. three days ofmouming. 

A COD11Ilitteerepresenting the ArabJs~aelicplllrtJ.unity.decl~ed agener:al strike fe>r Tues9ay. Already on 
Monday> Arab.merchants in the Old.cityofJerusalem shuttereci.theiniliops an:drestaurantsinprotest. 

T:urkishf1ags flewhigb above Gaza's port onMondayal9ngside posters with photos 0fTurlqsh Prime!'Jinister 
RecepTayyip Erdo ga.n, 

''We are shocked.by reports of killings at1dinjuries of people on board boats carrying supplies for Gw.a, 
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apparentlyin internati0nal waters, •i United.N,ations;Special Coordinatorfor the Midc:\le East Peace :Process 
Robert Serry and Filippo Grandi~ commissic:iner-g~rieral of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, satd in a 
statement. "We condemn the vi()ience and call. for itto stop/1 they said, ad(ling t:ha,t they were seeking a "full 
explanatidn11 from Israel. 

''We \tjshtomake.dear that suchtragc;:dies are entirely ayoidable ifisraelh~eds the repeated calls of the 
international community to enditscouriterproducti:ve<a:nd unacceptable.blockade of.Gaza,~· the statement by the 
U.N. officials said. 

Analysis: Condemn~rtiqn,QflsraeU assaµlt complicates relation$ with U.S. 

ay Glenn Kessler 
Tuesday, June 1,2010; AO! 

The worldwide :condemnatiQp of the dc;:adly lsrac;:Ji as~~ult cm the Gaza a,id f1oti1Ja.wm complicate the Ob_ama 
adID.i:histration's efforts to improveits tense telatfons With Jerusalem, and wi11 :probably distract 'Irdin the push to 
sanction.Iran over its.nuClear progi:am. 

The ti!11ing Clftheincidentis rerµaikably bad fotlsrael anii the Uriited:Stafos, PrimeMirusterBiriyarttin 
Netanyahu,and:President 01Jami:i were ~cheiililed ~o meet Tuesday in Washi1mton as part of a ''kiss and make 
up" session. The.United Nations, ineanwhile,was set to begin final:,del!beration:s:ort Iran.fa the weeks ahead. 

Now the \\l:hite House talks hav4 'b¢ensCl'Ul:>bed~ I~raeVs actions were ·the subJ¢ct of an emergencyU.N. Security 
Council. meetirig:Mot1day'candthe administration.increasirigJy faces a diffictilt balancing<actas Israel's 
diplomatic isolation deepens; · · 

In conti'a!it with forcefu] stat~ment5 fro111;Ewop~ajl, Arab and UN. o]:'ficials -- artd itnpro111pru deinonstratio.ns 
from Athens ·to B.agbdad· -.;the Wh~teHo~ l'esponq~d to'the:assaultMonday .qy saying only th<1tOb.am.a haci 
held, a phpne. conversatio:Q with Netariyahu in which the'prinie miniSter e~rcssed ''deep regret atthe loss of 
life" and ''the, importap.ce iof learning ailthe:facts and 1::.ircurnstanc~s .around this morning's tragic events.11 

Hours later, tb,e State Depatfu:let'lt fas'u:ed a statement sa.yj,ng that th~ United ~ta:tes remains "decP.ly concerned by 
the. suffering ofcivilians'.zn Gaza'.' and "will continue to•engage the Israelis on a .. daily basis fo expand the scope 
and type of goods allowed ilito.Gaza;" · 

Even .before Monday's incident, lsrael·was ·on shaky diplomatic grourtd. Afterthe govemment was accused of 
usi}1g forged foreign .p~sspofts i~ the assa5sinatfon ofaP!llestil:lian :rriilitarit in Dubai; Britain expelled an Israeli 
diplomat in Mru:ch. Australia did the same last WC;lek. 

The late~t wofJJ:taY nave i;:ausedjri:~pan1ple'haµll:tQ 'Isra~J's re1ations·~@1 Tµrleey-• aM~lim sta!e \\']th which 
Isra.el hasJongohadclose.ties...;. b~.caus.e soma:ny ,ofthose onboardwere Turkish. Afthe United Nations, 
Turkeis foreigp ·riiinis~er W:~ed the Se,curityCOuncH to condemn Israel's raid and set up a fonnalinq uiryto 
hol.dthose:responsible for it accourita'.ble. 

11This isterribl~for Israel<J:urkey r~l~tipris/' NarrM: T:an, the.Twkh;h ambassadpr to ¢e United $.tales, said in an 
interview. "l am really saddened by it11 

Tan, who served AS am bas.sad or to lsra.el. from 206.1 iilirough.2009,. szjd Israets actions. demand condemnation 
from every country because the flotilla incident took. place1rt international waters an:d 'involved civilians on a 
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humanitarian mission. But he said the Obama administration's initial statement was wanting. "We would have 
ex.peeled a n;ttich stronger reaction than'tbis, 11 he said. 

Turkish Foreign Miiuster AhmetDav:titoglu. will be in Wa?hington 1on Tuesday to di~cuss Iran with Secretary of 
State Hillary.Rodham Clinton, but Turkey's fury over the G!3Zaincident wil.1 inevitably top the agenda, 

Daniel Levy, ,a fomierJsraelipeace negotiatornow atfueNew America Foundation in Wa,shlngt0n, saidit's not 
the flrsttime ·Israel :has done itself a diss.ervice. 

"Israel constantly cl~ims it VI/ant!> the world ~o foe; us on Iran, but then it ends up doing something that gets 
everyone to focus on itself/' he said. 

Apart from the raid, attention is likely to fa1lon the humanitarian: situadortin the Gaza Strip, which has faced an 
Israeli bl~.cka<}e since the Hamas militant grovp seized.power'thtee yc;iars ~go. Althou,gh the Obama 
administration has pressed quietly for less ·onerous restrictions. on trade, it ·ha:s not questioned· Israeli .policies. 
Special envoy George J. Mitchell has never visited Gaza in about a dozen trips to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. 

Without bigh-level attention, the situation fa Gaza --.a narrow coastal area with.1.5 million people - has faded 
from view; No:wthat might c;hange; 

Robert Malley, Mjddle East director fot thellitetnati0nal Crisis !Group, said Monday's deaths were a 
consequence ofigrmring,the "unbealedwoun.d that'·is Gaza." 

In eonderi1ning J~rael~s acti()I)S Monday, Eilropea,n Uni~n:foreign p()licychiefCafuerine :1\.l)llton signalet:i that 
the ·Etiropean Union wouldpressanew:for a·shiftin policy. "The E~U. does rtot accept the c0ntinued policy ·of 
dosut¢," she said in.a statement. "Irisunacccptabl!! and politically counterproductive .. We.neec;lto urgently 
achieve .a durable solution to the situation in Gaza." 

Mall~y said U.S~ o:fficial~.havetoldhimtliat the situ:a,tion in Qaza ''is very bigho:rtObarna's agenda/' Obama 
highiighted Gaza in his Cairo speech a year ago; saying, "JustaS it devastates Palestinian .families, the 
contintung humanitarian crisis in Gaza do~s n6t serve· Israel's· security." 

In that speech; ObCl.Il.18. app~ed tO ~ppeal to Pa:lestirrians to undertake acts.of civil disobedience rather ~art 
violence, sayiµg that it w~s ''n()tviolence thatwon filll a.n.d equal rights'' for African.Americans but "a pea:ceful 
and determined insistence." 

Wheth~r the flotiU<i. was ~ act ofci:v'il disobedience remains up for debate. Its organizers said itwas, but Israeli 
officials said mernbers of the IsraelDefense Forces were met with violence :when they boarded the ships. 

Not only :has ·the incident strengthened the IslamistHamas, it has probabh··weakened the secular Palestinian 
leadersliip on !he West Bank Pale~tiriian PresidentMab,moucl. Abbas q\lickly condenmed the attack as a 
11 massacre,'' b.ut he will probably fa,ce new pressure to abandon indirect talks with israel. 

lJ"an, whose nuclear ambitio11s dee.ply ·CQncemJsra~li learjer~, a,1so is a 1'e.ne.ficiary. T1.1i'Icey ,holds ope of the 
rotating seats on tbeU .N. Security Council and was already deeply. skeptfoal of the U .s:-fodpush 10 imp0se new 
sanctions on the Islamic republic. But now the council's artenticm 'wi,U be diverted by the Israeliassault. 
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Deadly·lsraeH.Raid.Diraws Condemnation 

By ISABEL KERSHNER 

. JERUSALEM~ Israel facedintenseintematiOnal c?ndernnatiort and growjng domestk questions .on MmidEiy 
after a raid by naval cobllnap.dos thatkilled nine people,. mClJ)y of then); Turks, o:n an aio flotilla bound for Gaza. 

Turkey; Israel's mostinlpcirtant friend in, the Musli111 \Vorld,, recalled its q.nipassador and cam;eled.pla:rtned . 
military exerqiseswithJ.sr~el.as the coll!ltrie~~ a4'eadytenser~~ation~ sowed.~wn :further. the United Nations 
SectJrity Council inetin .emergertcj.sessioh qver the attack_. Which·occurred iti iriternatfortaLwaters.n:orth:of 
Gazii, and Pritne Minister Beii.ja:m.fuNetfiliyahµ ofl5faeLwas flying lJ.ome :affor canceling aT\lesday meeting 
with PresidentObama. 

With streetprotests enipting arot1I1d tl::rc world, Mr. Netanyahu defe11de4 tbeJsraeli military' s actions, saying the 
commandos; enfordng what Israel says is a legal blockade, were setupori by passengers on:the Turkish ship 
tbey ~oarded and fired only in. self-defense. The ,military teleased a vi.deo ofthe early moments of the raid to 
supportthat Claihi~ · 

Isra~l said .. the violencewasinstlgE1ted.'3y pro.:.Palestinian activi.~tswhopreseQted $emse1vcs as humanitarians 
buthad come ready for a.tight. Organizers ofi:theflbtilla accused the. Israelifotces of opening fire as soon as 
they lanc!e:d on the .deck, ap.d t¢leas~d, videosto.suppprt their case. 'lsrae1 release.d video ta.ken .from one ·of its 
vessels to supports its own.accountof.events. 

The Israeli public seernedlargely fo supportthe n.ary, 'but ppllcy experts que$tioned preparations for the 
military operatiOn, whether thete had been a:rtirttelli~ertcefaihu:e andwhetherthe.fataeliinsistertce on stopping 
thi;: flotillahad·'be~n counter:productive. Some comme11taJgrs•were ca1ling.·forthe resignation·ofEhud.·Barak, the 
·defense rnfu.1ster. 

"the go~emment failed thetestof results; blaming ilie organizers of the t1otilla.for.ca~sing the deaths by 
ignoringJsrael;s orders to,tum back is inadequate,'' :WroteAlufBenn,a columnist forHruiietz, onthe 
newspape.r's Web site on MPnday, ~alling:for· a natio;nal .committee of inquiry. "DeCisions taken by the 
re5ponsible ·authorities must be :prob:ed;" 

The flotilla of cargo ships an9°·passenger boats was carr,ying lQ,OOQto11s·of aid for Gaza, ~here the: Islamic 
militant ·grm.ip Hama.s bolds sway, in an attempUo cballengelstael's military blo.ckade o:f Gaza. 

The raid and i~s deadly cons~quences have tlrrown Is!ael'.s policy ofblockacling Gaza into .the international 
limeiight; •at the Security Council on Monday voices were raised against ihe blockade, and the pressure to 
abanrjcn1·itis bound to intensify. 

Israel had vowed notto let the flotilla reach the shores of Gaza, where llamas, an. organization sworn to Israel's 
destruction, toqk over by force in 2Q07. 

N.amed the Freedom Flotilla; and. led by the .pro-P<UestitJ.ian Free Gaza Movement and a Twkish organizatfon, 
Insani Y.ardim Vakfi, the convoy }lad converged,atsea near CyPrus and, setouf on thdinal Jeg,ofits journey on 
Sun<lay afternoon. Israel warned the vessels to abort theirrriissfon, describing it as a provocation. 

9 .. 
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The' confrontation began shortly before.midriighton Sunday when ISraeii warships intercepted the aid.flotilla, 
accorq.in.g to 'a pers()n on ojle boat 'Ib:e Jsraeli military waniedthe vesseIS ·th~t they-were entering a hostile area 
and tbat the Gaza shore was under blockade. 

The yessels r~fw;ed.the Dl.ilitary's-request to dock at theJsraeli pcirl of Ashdod, north of Gaza, and continued 
toward their destination. 

Around 4 a;m. on Monday, naval commandos ca.me aboatdthe 'forkish. ship, the Ma:vi Marmara, :ha.Ying been 
lowered by ropes·from helicopters onto the decks. 

At that.point,. the operation seemsto have gone badly Wrong. 

Istae1Lofficia1s say thatthe scildiets were dropped into an ambush an:d were attacked with dubs, meta:l rods and 
knives. 

An Israeli oJficiaJ. said that the 1lavy wa,s:pfaniiing to,stop five ofthe. six, vessels of the t19tilla wit.h large nets 
that:interfere with propellers, butthatthe six·thwas too liµ-ge for that The,o:ffi:Cial said there was clearly an 
intelligence failure in thatthe commandos were expecting to face passive resistance, and not an angry, violent 
reaction. · 

The· fsraeffs·had planned to conynandeer the vessels arid. ste.er them to Ashdqcl, where their cargo would· be 
urilOaded and, the authorities said~ transferred .overland.to (faza after proper iiispection. 

The riUiitary said irta state111enttba:ttWo acti:vists were fater found wiill',pisfols t?-ken from Israeli commandos; It 
~cmi~a: the•activists ofopeningfire, ''as.evident by the empty:'.pistol magazines." 

Another soldier said the orders were to netitra1ize.the piissengers, not to .kill t.hern, 

Buf~e forces "had' to open fti'em ord~i; to defendtb,emselves;" the navy commander, Vic~ Adm. Eliezer 
Marom,,said at a news ponference iI1 TelAviv, adding, ''Their.lives were .at risk;,. 

At lec:ist ::;even sol~ie:~ w:ere wounded, one ofthem seriously. The military said: that some suffered gunshot 
wounds;. atleast one 'had been. stabbed'. 

Some Israeli ofiicia.ls said they bad worried about a, deb~de from the·start~ and questioned Israel's broader 
secilficy policies. 

Einat Wilt: .a Labor Party member of Parliament who sits ·Ohthe influential Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Cbmmitt~e; sa,id thatshe ljad warned Mr· Haia}{ ~nd' ()thers w~ll in advance that the flotilla was a pu'blic 
relations· issue and should not be dealt with by military means. . 

''Tbis·had p:otl;iing to do with security,'~ she said in an int:erview."The annrunentsfor.Hamas were not coming 
ftom·.thls .flotilla:" 

Th.e fatalitif:s all occ:uqed abpard t,heMavi M;mnara, a Turldshpassenger yesseLihat was carrying about 600 
activists under· the auspices oflnsan:f YardimVakfi, an otganJz<ltio!l also known asI:H.H. ISra:eli officials ha ye 
chatactedzed it as a dangerous Islamic organization with ferroiis't links. 

Yet the organiiatibn; founded in 1992 to c:olle9t,<M fqr tlielfo~niaris,Js now active in 120.couritries and bas 
been present at recent disaster areas like Haiti and New Orleans. 
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"Our volunteers were not trained military personnel," said. YavilZDede, deputy director of the organization. 
"They were civilians 'trying.to get aid to Gaza. There were artists, intellectuals and journalists amo.ngthem. 
SuGh an.offensivec<UJnotbe explained by any terms." 

There wer.e no immediate a.qc9unts available from the passenge~ of the Turkish. ship, whii;::h (ll'rived at the naval 
base fa Ashdoci on Monday evening, where nearly three dozenwete artested, many for· not glvin:gthCir.names. 
1Jie"base w(is off limits to the news media and declared a closed·roilitary zone. · 

The injured had been flown by helicopterto Israeli hospitals. At the ShebaMedical Center at Tel lfa.sl10mer, 
11ear Tel Av.iv, relatives ofinju.r:eq soldiers were gathered outside an intensive care unit when a man with ii: long 
beard, one.ofthe Wounded passengers, was<wheeted by, escorted by military police. 

Organizers of the flotilla, relying mainly on footage filmed by activists on board the Turkish pas,senger ship, 
because all other communications were down, blamed Israeli aggression for the deadly results. 

The Israeli soldiers dropped onto the deck and "opened fire on sleeping civilians at four in the morning/' said 
Greta Berlin, a leader of the pro-Palestinian Free Gaza Movement, speaking by phone from Cyprus on Monday. 

I$raeliofficials said that international law allowed for the capture ofnavalvessels fo. intematiortalwaters if they 
we.re aboµt to violate abloc:kade. The blockade was imposed by Jsraeland ~gypt afterthe ffarn&S take:0ver of 
Gaza in 2007. Israel '·s deputy foreign minister, Danny :Ayalon; said Monday 1hat the blockade was "aimed at 
preventing the irifiltratiQi1 of terror and terrorists into Gaz.a." 

Despite sporadic rooketfire from the Palestinian territory against southern Israel, Israel says itallows enough 
basic sµppliestb,rough border crossmgs to avoid any acute htirmu:lltaria!l crisis~ But it insists thatthefe will be rio 
significant'change so long as Barnas continues to hold Gil ad Shalit, an lsraelLsoldier capturecl in a cross,.border 
rai&in.2006; 

The'fr:ee G;tza<Movementluis organized sever<U aid voyages sirice the summer of 2008, usually consisting of 
one ortwo vesselS. The earli~t ones were allowed to reach Gaza. Others have been intercepted and forced 
back)' arid one, lastiune, was commandeered by the Israeli Navy and towed to Ashdod. This sU<~boat fleet was 
the.moSt ambitious attempt yet to break the blockade. 

U.N. Report Says Iran Has Fuel For 2 Nuclear Weapons (Sanger, ·Btoacllp 
NYT) 
Tue~day, June 1, 2010 
New YorkTimes 
ByDavidE.:SangerAnd William J. Broad 

WASBINOtON ~In their last report before the United Nations Security Council votes on sanctions a~ainst 
Iran, foternatfonal .nuclear inspectors declar~d on Mori.day thatlran has now produced a stockpile of nuclear fuel 
that experts say would be enough, with further enrfofunent, to.make two nuclear weapons. 

Thej:eport,by thelhtematfonal Atomic .Et1ergy Agency,a branch ofthe United Nations, appears likely tq 
bqlst~r the Qb:m:ia ad.ministration's case for a fourth round of economic sanctions against Iran @d fuith~r 
dirrtlnish its interest in a deal, recently revived by Tilkey and, Brazil, in whfoh Iran would send a portion of its 
nucle;iar stbckpileout of the country. . 
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Whenlran tentatively agreed eight months ago to ship ·some of its nuclear material out of the country, the White 
House said the deal would temporarily deprive Iran of enqugh fuel. to make even a single weapon. 

· But ftan .dela:yeB for months, and the '.figures contained:in.the inspectors'.report on Monday indicated that even if 
Iran now shipped the ~greed-upon amount of 11Ucie~ ¢ateriaJ outofthe country ,it would retain enough for a 
single weapon, undercutting the A111erican rationale.for the. deal. · 

The to~ghly worded ~eport. says that Iran has expanded w.o~katoqe <::Jfi~ nuclear site's. Italso .describes, step­
by;.step; howfospectors have been· denied access to;a series «:ff facilitfos~ ·.and how· Iran has.r~fusedtb answer 
inspectors' que~fonS ·on a variety of activities; includjpgwhat the age~~y ca:Ued the i•possible existenc:e''; of 
''attivlties related to the development of a nuclear payfoad:fot.a mi'ssile." 

Aspokesman for the White House, Michael Hammer, :s&idin a. statement on Monday that the report "clearly 
shows Iran~s continued failure to comply with its international obligations and its sustained lack of cooperation 
with'the lAEA." He .said the ·report ''underscores that Iran has refuse.d to ~e any of the steps required ofit'' by 
the security council or the LA:E.A.'s board ofgovern:cm, ''which are necessary to enable constlUctive 
negotiations on the fotute of its nuclear program." . 

Iran~ whieh insists thatits nuclear program is for peaceful .purposes, has said it has conducted no work on 
weapons~ and argues the. evidence .of work on warheads is forged. 

Iran's tiuelear progress had been expected to be a central subje~tat a>meetirtg scheduled for Tuesday at the 
White l:Iouse bet;ween Mr. Ob,ama and Prime Minisre:t Benjamin Ne:tanyahu ~or lsra.el. Mr. Netanyaj:iu canceled 
the visitaftera deadly raid by Israeli commandos on ships ca:rry.ing supplies to G:aza. 

J3utthe report left hanging tlie question of whether Israe~ woµld ratchetup :tile pressure on Washington and its· 
allies to. show that they can dealwith the threat of anuclear-anned Iran C!ipfomatically; Israeli officials have 
hinted1 .pl.l.tnever explicitly threatened, that they·wouldtake military acti<>ri ifdiplolllacy fails and Iran is close 
to weapons capability. 

Admirli!ltration. officials have argued that the com binatjon oftbe ~anctions they expectto come qut of the 
Security Council, along with other sanctions imposed by the United States and its European allies, may change 
Iranis .calculus. But many inside and outside the administration are highly skeptical. 

It has been foikyears since the Security Council first demanded thatiran cease all enrichment ofuraniu~ 
citing its efforti:;·to hide its activities and deceive iru>pectors~ The cOUI1try !las openly defied: those res9luti9ns, 
telling inspectors those demands - aiong with• calls to allow inspectors to visit a series offacilities that could be 
usefulirt energy or weapons :production - had been 11isstied,ilJegally and have no 1egalba5is." 

The inspectotneported Monday that Iran now has now produced over 5,300 pounds. oflow~enriched uranium, 
all of whicli would have to undergo further enrichment'before it could be converted fo bomb fuel. 

The 'inspectors reported that Iran had expanded work at its sprawlingNafiuiz site .in:the desert, where.it is raising 
the le:Vel ofurahlum enrichment µp fo 20 percent" tlie leyel needed for th.e Teliran Research Reactor, ~hich 
produces medicaLlsotopes for cancer patients . .But iliS unclear why I.fart is>making .that investmentifitplansto 
obtaih the fuel for the reactor from abroad, as it would;under its new agreement with Ttirkey andJ3r:azil. 

. . 
Until recently; all of Iran's uraniwn had been enridhedto only 4 pereent,the level needed ti:>run nudearpower 
reactors. While increasing thatto .20 .percent purity does {lot ajl9w lran :to bti;tH aweapon, if gets the country 
.closer to 1hat goal. The inspectors reported that Iran. had install~d.a,s~ond group of centrifuges - machines that 
spih incredibly fa.St to enrich, or purify, uranium for.use in: bc>rnQs or reactors - which.·could 'speec1 its production 
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ofthe 20 percent fuel. 

The inspectors a.lso noted thatthe agency had finally succeededin setting up a good monitoring.system for the 
2o~percerit work a:fter a rocky start in February, when· Iran began r<:lisingthe enrichment levels. 11A new, 
safeguards approach, 11 the report said,. "is .now being implemented. 11 

Butthe report called theeqµipment J.lpgra9.¢s and ·th,e contjnuing ~nricfune11t''contrary t.o tlie relevant 
resoh:itiol)s oftheJ.AE.A/s Board.ofGoven:iors and iheSecurityCounCiL" Both have called on Irahto cease its 
uranifun enrichment because ofoutstandin$ questions ~boiitTehraI11s mtentiops. The ~anctfons; ifpassed, are 
intended to compel Iran to comply with thi,l.tdemand,by the Security Council. 

Last fa}l, President Obania, along .w];tl1 fl1e)~der~ ofBritain and prance, denouricedJran forsecretly fo1ildinga 
second enrichmentpla,nt near the holy city of QUlll; without alerting.inspectors untiljust before .those three 
countries announced they had discoveredthe .facilit)".1. But curiously;the report suggested. that now, with its 
existence reveitled,Jran may be losing interest.in it. The report ·said that Iran had installed no centrifuges in the 
half-'built enricbment facility, which is located inside a mountain near a: military base. 

Irc:111 h&s sought to locate :many .of its 11ueleru: facilities Jnunclerground<sites so as to Jessen theirVufuetabiJity to 
aerial attack. In the new report~ the in8pectors .said that the Irariii¢s disclosed that a:new analytical laboratocy 
slated f'or con$nlction amid a warren of tunnels at Isfahan ''would hav.eJhe same functions as 1he exl.Sting" 
unprotected laboratory tllete. 

The.report quoted an Iranian 1etter ru;· saying,the second, underground.lal:>oratory was ,needed "to· meet s¢1;.urity 
measu:res: '' 

U.S. Says Afghan Peace Deal MustEnsure Women's.Rights (Mad.bani, 
JUSAT) 
Tues4ay, ,June l, 2010 
USAToday 
By Aamet Madhani 

WASHINGTON -As :Afghanistan .prepares to open a peace conference aimed at persuading Taliban leaders tb 
pi.it doW!l th,eirweapons, U.S. lawmaker~have m~de cle~fuattheywant women's rights preserved in any 
potential deal to integrate. (armer insurgents into the ;government · 

Aboµt l ,600·Afghans, that will fr1duding lawmake~. tribal. and religious leaders, will convene in a tent at Kabul 
Polytechnic University for a peace jitga ;on ways to.get insurgents ti:> stop battling the government of President 
HamidKarzai. . . 

Rep. Donna Edwards; D-Md., who went to Afghart1~an as part dfa con,gressioil.1:11. delegation, says she wants to 
ensure that women's rights aren't set aside during the conference1 which begjns Wednesday. 

"He faces a really tremendous challenge,11 Edwards says ofKarz.ai. "At ithe same time, he has a ccmstitution .. 
Women.1s.participation is a bottomline. 1

; • 

During the Taliban's rule ofAfgh~istan, womenlived under 1sev.ere.resµicti<:ms. Women weren't ailowed :to 
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work outside ofthe:home and girls were-prohibited fi'OIJJ:goipg tO s.chool. Th.c Taliban also. required wmrnm to. 
we(ll'ahead-to~toe veil, and·~hey riskedaheatingiftheywere caµghtin public with a man who wasn'ta close 
relative. 

Kar:zai will offerjobs to mid- and low'.'.lf:vel Taliban plus aid for their villages if:they lay down their rums, 
according to. the draft ofhisjirgaoffer.obtained bytheAssociate,dPtess. Whe.~fghanisian Peace and 
Reconciliation .Program would he .supponed by $J 60 million. from:the l.J~S.,Japan, Brjtain and:others~ 

lil.surgelitsmustrenoun~e viole11ce,vow to :r:e!)pe.ctthe Afghan constitution aI1d 'sever, ties with al..;Qaeda or.other 
terrorist networks, according to Karzal's offer. 

Gen.:Stanley McChrystal, the top U.S. and NATO comm,ander, said the jirga o:ff"erappellJ'ed "very, very 
responsible.'' 

Abdullah Abdullah, the tnost promjnentAfghan opposition· leader, said the peace:conference only offers "false 
hope" thatm:errtbers ofthe 1aliban are willing to embrace democracy. 

,;Tite core of the pr<Jblerri. is that they're not looking to have· a part in a power sharing system, btit they are 
lookin.g to reverse the systemitself,11 Abdullah said. 

"lfaJ1yfujng1 ilieTaliban.have become more hatd;;line~" he said. ''On issues of women; on human ri~lits, on 
.educafion ; not on one ofthese .things :that are part of the democratic process have they softened.'' 

In WashingtonJast m:orith, Karzai said. at least20%ofthe partidpants: iiHhe ji~ga will be women. Edwards also 
said Afghan 9fficials toJd her duririgher Kabul yisitthatwom~n would. p1~y a_ ll1e~ngful role in the 
confer;ence,.with more than half of the breakout meetings being Jed by women • 

• 
i•It wol;lld be most unfortuna~e for us, and for. our val\ies, i.f we allowed{thejirga) to happen without engaging· 
women in away that's consistent with the constitution, 11 she said. 

S~cretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the US. wouldn't back any plan between the government and 
milita.rlts that.diminished wome.n's rights; 

It is: ;\:ssential thatwomeri's rights and women's opportunjties are not sacrificed or trampled on in the 
tec(Jnciliation :process,'' she said: · 

Afghanistan SJLJspends two Aid Groups (Nordl~nd, Wafa, NYT} 
Tuesday, Jnne 1, 2010 
New Ym:kTimes 
JBy'itod Nordla'nd And Abdul Wabecd Wafa 

KABUL, Afghanistan -The Afghan government suspencied the 0perations oftwo church-based.reliefgroups on 
Monday over suspiCions tha:ttheywere involved:i11 tonverting.Afg}iariS to Christi;anity, even thl)Ugll the 
evidence against fbem a,ppcrrently consisted ofnptllingmore than a listing in a telephone directory, 

An Af gh(lll televisio!l station,}{ oorin TV, bro~dtastphotograp}is.thatit clailtied sfiowed West¢.iners1 :baptizing 
Afghans, bpthmen and wom~n, and.other Afghans~ pr~yihgto Jesus·atptivateprayenneetings. It mentioned 
the tw0. groups fa the same report,· althou'gh it 'had ncl·evidence tying them tcrnuch activities; .officials -afNooriti 
TV confirmed. . 
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Gon.verling to any religion from Islam is a crime in Afghanista.ri, and proselytizing is also outlawed. 

The suspended groups; Church World Service, an,Affierican organ:itatibh, arid Nor:Wegian Church Aid, say they 
do not proselytize; 

B()th grbups have major operations, in Afghanistfill, disbursing millio11s 1i)fd6ll~ in aid; Church World .ServiCe 
employs 190 ,people; and Norwegian.Church Aid 50 people in a variety ofdev.elopment programs here, the 
goverfun~ritszjd. · 

Students at Kabul University staged,a pretest on Mortday in reS:ponseJo the:television report, briefly blockfog 
stre<#.around·thc ~ampus. 

M9hainmedSediq Arnar:khieli a $pokesrrian for the Ministry ofEcon.omy, which regulates aid .groups working 
here, said there: was noaqtua.J, evidence against the two groµps, which were known for ''doing a.good job here. i• 
However, Mr. Antarkhiel added; the ministry decided on the Sl,lspensions ·because the televisionreports "raised 
suspieipns" and "!Tiadepeopie very emotional and angry." The government will investigate the groups' 
activities, he:srud. · 

11lfthey are reallyinvolve<i iµ pr9?clytizi11g Afghan.people for Christianify, then definitely these people will be 
irttr:oducedto thejudicfalauthotities," ·MJ:. Amarkhiel said. 

Evangeljzirtg is a ddicate:issue in Afglumistan, a cm.1se.rvative Islamic ,country where there are no known native 
Christians andtio fonnalchurches, althoughsome.fote\~n embassies hold services.withnHheir own compounds. 
Bt!tmany foreign nongovernmental '<>rganizations and ,aid groups.here are supported· by Christian groups 
abroad. · 

Foreign aid group~ have to m(lke .a "comrnitn1entthattheir activity will be. based on the Constitrition of 
Afghanistan;" which forbids conversionfrom!sfam;.Mr. Amarkhiel said-; 

The. televisfon.repotts were shown iast Thursday·and.'Fl'.iday onN9orin,TV, a smaU ·station in.Kabul··known as 
an antigov~I1Ulleri.tgadf1y. Eve!l the station's director, Muhanuned AtifNMrl~ however, said Noorin TV '·had no 
evidence that the twoai&groups had :beet1.invohred~in p~oselytizin,g. Tb.e tepqrt merely raised "suspicions'' 
abcmtthetwo groups after finding them: in a local telephone directpry ofnongovertunental organizations and 
nqticing tha:t they each had the word• 0church" in their names, Mr. Noori ex:plained in an 'interview. 

The,television r~ports showed photographs that were: alleged to be.of Christian baptisms .as weir as videotapes 
of 'ChriliUanpraye~ meetings, qekl at vv.11atthe sta~ion said were seven tnissiorniry safe houses fawesterrvKabul. 
The baptisms, ,presideci oyerby a~ least.four We~yni rnen, were done by dUJiking ·Af grum men completely in 
full bathtubs .and pouring buckets of water over ihe beads of Af ghanwomen as they· stood .in empty bathtubs. 

Atle Sommerfeldt; Norwegian Church Aid1s general secretary, said "the N.C.A. is not engaged in missionary 
workartyWhere in the world, and rtot in.Afghanistan." · 

Mr . .So111znerfoldt·8aid most ofthe group's'devefopmeht work, concentrating on rural andagticulturaJ 
developroent inJour central. and southern provinces, C.orttiri\led as usual be.cause :most ofit was carried out by 
local Afghan partners who Were nor affected by the suspension. 

"in:Afgha:niStaIJ,, as .. elsewbereiµ t:he '"Vorld, N.!J.A .. does not 1mve a m.ar:idate to influence people to change 
religic:iri,i' he said. "\Ve hope.and:believe1n a speedy ,and positive solution.'' 

Maurice A. Bloem, deputy. director Qfprogratl'ls for :CJ:iurcb Worlci Sen(ic:~, said in a statement that proselytizing 
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was against his organization's co.de of conduct, The ;:\ssocjated Press tepqrted. 

The group h~>ah $8 million budget f()r Afg}lan ptojectS thisyear; a¢cording fo Liv Sne~rud,.its Afghanistan 
program coordinator. 

Lastyear, ALJazeerabroadcast atepo1fshowinge.v~gelic<il.Christian soldiers at an American base who were 
apparently discussing trying to. convert-Afghans to ·Christianity by distributing Bihles:in Pashto. and Darl,•the 
country's two main langUages. 

The United States military responded that such activity was forbidden by militaty mles, and confiscated and 
·destroyed the Bibles. 

Pakistani Court Orders Access<'To FacebookRestored·(ElUck"GUlan.i, 
NYT] 
Tuesday, Junel, 2010 
New YorkTimes. 
By. Adam:J!J. EI.lick And Waqar GiU11ni 

IS)'.:;,.\MA:BAD> Pakistan - APakl~tfiz}Lc.ouh onMon(iay .<n:defed fue gov¢rnmen:t to restore access tq Facebook, 
nearly two weeks after it blopk~d the S{)C~al.nefworking Web site amid anger over a Facebookpage that 
solidted images ofthe Pi'ophetMtil:faniinad. 

I rna.ges or draWings of the prophetare considere~ bl~hemous by mostMusliins~ 

'
1Weicannot.b1ock access to 1¢onnmion," said Justice Ejaz::AhmedCha.udhry, a High Court judge in.the city of 
Lahore who. had also issued the. original bail; 

·Still, .in the.ntling, .Jumice·. Chaudbry~order~dthe govefnn1eptJ9 hiockspecific content considered blasphemous 
to 1~.lain. He also .called on the anthori ties to explore a. central censorship systet11, such a'.s those .used in: the 
United Arab Emjrates Lind. SaudfArabiato ·bIOckhate content · 

The court will reconvene on June 15 to review the govemnient's progress. 

·Tue Islamic. La'Wyets Fotum,,the .group·thatfi.ledfue original case to. ban access to.Fatebook,•rejected:the. court­
ordered restoration on Mcmday, pledgi.Ilg to pur$ue whatitc~led ·~a c;:omplete Pan agajp." if thegovemrnent does 
not adequately censor offensive content. 

Outside the courtroom, protesters chanted slogans a~ainst 1'.11cebook. 

The. controversy erupted after a Facebocik user created a page called ''Eyerybody Draw Muhammad Day" and 
asked for subtnissions. 

On M~y 19, thousands ofrakistanis re~pQndc;:d 'Yith aµ:gn: protests:aroUI1d th.e country. As aresµlt, tlie Lahore 
High Court ordered the Pakistan Telecommilnication. Authority .to/block :access to ov.er ·600 Web sites,; inch.iding 
Face:Oook, You Tube and certaiii:P.ages on Flickr andWikipedia. Access to nfost sites has>since been r. estored. 

- . . - . '. ··- . . .. ·. . -. 

On Sat\lrd~y, Bangladesh became the second couhtryto blOck.Facebook. As in Pakistan, the ban is ·expected.to 
he foqJ.porar)r. · 
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RELEASED IN FULL 

COUNCIL OF 
THE EUROPEANlJl~I(JN 

B'nJsse}s1 31 May 2010 
· ti:i48S/i 6 (Presse 152) 
(OR. en) 

Dedar:.ltion by HR Catherine A~hton•on behalf:·otthe EUon 
.the Israeli military.operation against the Flotilla 

The· E.t_l deeply ~egr.eti; tl1eJ.()}is c:ifJife dtiriti,g the l_sraelfrniliiary operation in international 
waters ~gain~t the:floti11~ sailiilB to G~ and:pff~rs itscondolei:ices .to the families.·ofthe 
victims;.·'.fhe.EU ·cond~mn.s the·pse ofv.i,olence thaf•hasproduc~d·11·.'h.igh numb~r ofv:iqtims 
among .the members of.the flotilla and demands an immediate,. full @d impartial inquiiy 
itilo the ~\ierits. afld the circumstances surrounding them. · 

The :J:iumiµlitarian ~ifuaticmjn Gaza. r:~Iriafu.s a So~rce of wave co.n.c.em. The EU d0es. not 
accept the contjnui;:d policy of ~closure.. It ·. i,s · una,cceptable · and politically 
counterproductive. W ~ nee9. to. urnently ac,hieve a, durable so1u~ion to ¢e situation fa:Gaz.,a. 

The EM undetlill~s its •call for .an ·itl1):11t:diate;. sust~iped and unco11ditional. opening of' 
crossings. ·for the. flpw•of'h~mariitaiian ,aid, comrnetcfaf goods .a.,nd persons .fo .. and from 
Gaza. · 

The E.U calls. on Israel to µt'gently 'provid¢ Member States with consular acce~s t~ a,nd 
infoitnatibn about their citiz¢ris. · 1 

The EU calls ·upori alLpartj¢~:and .relevantactpts:to prevent a further escalation 0.ftensions 
and yriOedine.S the need fo continue the proximity talks with a vie:w to the resumption of 
direct ncgqtiations. 

Rue de.Iii L?i ri~ * -1048 i3R..µs.siivs. :+~i.: +~~ (Q)2 28J 631.i I-ax; .i:J2 (0)2 281 8.026 
J)tcss:offit:e@c01isilium:i:urob1teu,·http://wW:W;consiliUin,europa:eu/Ncwsroorri 

J048S/lQJBiesse r'S:tl · . · 
.UNITED'STATES.DEJ:>ARTMENT OF STATE 
REYIEW·A:UTHORITY: SHARON KAHMAD 
»A'.I':E1cA,sE1D: o4A.Pit2012 2oiqQ4t63 · . UNCLASSIFIED 
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p()leman, Char.maine (DR.L} 

From: 
RELEAS. ED_ ·._IN-· .·_ p--._ np_··-T·· 

Fi~pati'ic~. Kathl~n M - fill\. 
Sent: 
To~ 

$ubject: 
Attachments: 

from: Qon!;!r, $usan .L 

Tuesday, June Ot, 2019}:39Arv'J _ BS . . . . .... .. . . . . .. 
DRL:·MLGA•DL,; Ostermeter, Amy A; ~qssel, Suzanne F; Aswad,, Evelyn M; Lieberman; 
JessicaDJDRL); Jonr:istone1. Ka~i A(DRL) 
.Fw: Sp_ecial N_AC on Gaza 
UNSC Statemenb:lc)cx;·EtJ. sta'tementon Gaza Convoy;doc 

To: GazaFlotlllaMonitorlng•Gro.up 
Sent: Tue Jun. 01 07:31:43 2010 
Subj¢: FW! Special NACon Gaza 

Forwarding the e-mail wra~achments ... 

- Susan 

IFJ"(Jm: Harrison,:Pal.il Q 
Sent: Tuescfay,)uni2 01.r 20101:92 AM 
T(): \71~ffem, J<:>hn•A; Gordon; Philip H; M9;EldoWney, N91ic:y E;;• Oa(:llder; Jvo H; D~nan, Kelly C; eae~, Alejandro X . 
ec: Turner:; Bn;ce I; Kaig~riow, Tin.a S; :~ily, :3¢ss:L;Jeffrey,James F; Sil!.imarv Douglas A; TeMk()Ski~ Mark-A; 
'elizapeth,..cd;~sherwood-r.anqall@11st.eop;9ov1;Wqlffi. Al¢?<·D (USVN); Jori~s; Stuart:;· 'Vershbow, Alexander R HON oso 
PO.LicY';. SES·b~$.hiftd;. Rathod, Rona R 
Subject: RE: Speelal NAC on Gaza 

Dear All, 

!Attached aretheEU arid UNSC statetn.ents, 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---' 

POSSJBLENAC Statem¢nt.Text: 

.1 
'---'VHIM~I~T~E~n~s~T~-~~T~E~s~n~.E~r~A~R--~y.~.MEffrl'iN~T~o~F~.~sT~A~-1~E--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---" 

~VJEW AUTHORITY: SHA,RON;E.f\HMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 04.APR 2012 201004163 'UNCLASSIFIED 

BS 
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Thiseniail Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Heffern, Jonh A 
sent.: Tuesday, )Lme 01, 2910 ro:so AM 
Te>: Gordon, PhHip· H; McE)dQwney,,Naric.Y E; Daaider, Iv<) H; Deg11an, Kelly C; &Jez, f\lejqndroX 
Cc:Tumer,Bnsce l; Kaid~npW, Una S;'. ~aily; J~s L; Jeffrey, Jari:l(:s .F; SilUrnan, QQll~la~ A; Tervakqski; mark A; 
'eliZabeth,,J;i.~sh~i'WPdci-ran(:i~ll@nsc,eop;gov'; .Wolff ;·Alex I) (USUN); Jones,:Stuait; 'Vershlx>W,:Alexander R iiONOSD 
POUCT; Harrisan, Palil..Q .. 
Subject: RE: ,Special NAC nn Gaia 

Below are cleared talking points .per A/S Feltman's eadier email. 
Than I< you. · 
Pciyton 

-·The Adrrilnistratlo1:ihas publJcly express~ hs deep regretc:1nd concern for th.e tragic loss oflife and:the.Jnjuries suffered 
surrounding therecentlncidentabcard ~he Gaza-bound slJips. 

-,'l/)Je.hav.e called .fora credible.and transparent lnvt;!stigation and,urge the .. Israeli. government to investigate.the incident. 
fully. 

-We continue to believe that the situation ih Gaza in u~sustairiabfe <iind .Ii ave lons . .c;alled ori lsraello.a1:klress tl)e 
. humanitarian crisis there, At the same time, any durable solution to· G~za mustaddress Israel's legitimate.' security 
cohcerns, as ,the.Ouartetandthe.UN Securlty.Councilconsistently acknowledge. 

--Ultimately, the only solution to this conflict is through. an agreement. negotiated betwe.en the.parties, lh?testablishes an 
independent, cont\$:JUOUS, and via,ble Pa!e.stiriian state living side by side in peace anc:f secµrity with Israel. 

...:.For .this reason; .President Obama, Secreta1y of State Clinton; and Special Envqy Mitchell have worked from day one of 
this Adrnlnisttation to launch ne9otiatiops betWeen•.the parties thatwill achieve Paiestihian .aspirations to exen:;ise thei~ 
right ·of SE!lf-Oeterminationw.ithili :their state. 

-The pro;Ximlfy talk~th~t cire cu(r~r)tly underway ~re'tll~.onlyhope .. for:r(3"~tarti1Jg direc.t, credible,.an.d producti)l.e· 
negotiations; and. we;are;pursliil'lQ'thenj att1J¢r~quest9f. tt)e j:>~festir:iiai:i~, TfleY ·rn1.1st epritinue. Fu.rther . .delay .in 
negotiations only.E!ri1power$ extremists on b"oth sides•and postµOnes· the aay when Palestinians can !Ive In a ·secure.and 
independentstat~ in theWesf.'Ban.k,and Gaza. · 

- The 0.S'. is leadfng.·.diplorqatic:.el'fort? fo resolyi= t~e. curfE!lltsitua~ipn. Tl:Jere win pe setbacks and cha!l.eJ19es to progress 
toward peace; .butwe.riiustremain steadfast. As we continue our efforts in the Security .Counc.il and wit~ lsr:ael.to 
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overcomethe current impa$se,Jtis critical thattheArableague nottake .a decision that Would damage the proximity 
fa I ks, Which pre the only viable path'forward, 

SBU 
This email is UNGlASSIFIED. 

Fr9111: Gordon,:i:'hilip H. 
~nt: Tues~ay, June o~, 2,010 3:42 .. AM 
To: McEldowney, Nancy<!;; Da~lder, rvo,H;Hel'fem, John~; Degnan, J(elly Ci Baez1.Alejandro X 
.Cc: Tumer, Br:uce 1; Kaidanow, Tina s; Baily~)ess t; .Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Dquglas A; Tervakoski, Ma.rk A; 
'eiizabeth;,;.d._;sherwood~randall@nsc.eop.gov'; Wolff,. Alex b {USUN)i Jones; Stuart; 'Vershbow, Alexander·R HON OSD 
POU CT · 
Subject:. RE: Special NAC on Gaza 

From: McEldovmey; Nancy i; 
Seri~; Mo~day1May 31,. 201.0. 9:01 RM.· 
to: Oaald~ri l\lo · H; Heff'.e,m; J~hn:'A; p,egn~nrKelly C; eaf?Z, Alejqf1dro X 
Cc: ·Gordo~/ f>hilip 'H; Tu.rper, Bru~ ·1; Kaid~mciw, '"(ina S; 8ailY{Jess L; ~eft'rey,.JarT!es F;>Silliman, 'Douglas· A; Tel'Vakoski, 
MarkA; ·~uii7bel:h;.;.tl•:..~berwo0d~randeill@nsc~ecip~.96v'; Wolff'; Al.e)( o (USUN); Jories; Stuart 
Subj~: Special NAC on Gaza · 
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From:. ~lly, Jess L 
TtJ!: M~rsh, Deni~~ M; Bordqn,philip H; Kaidanow, TilJCl ~; J~ffrey, Jam_es.F; ·$illiman, Dol,lglas A; Leery, Thomas M; 
McEldOWl')t;l'!.t.'Nancy E: Kc:itsoulos,,Athena; 'bbrink@nsc:eop.gov' <bbtink@nsp,eop.goy»; Wiener, Sharon A{Istanbu[) 
Cc: .EUR~sE~DAB~PL 
$ef.lt: Me>n1M.ay,;311o:S3;57 .2010 . . ,. . . . . 
Subj~: 'Fw: Remal"k!; !)Y.A!U\)aS$adpr Alej~ndro IJ{qlff(Deputy P¢rrncinent U.S; f\epr.esentati\te tp.the United Nations, at 
an ~njergency se5~i9n of tl)e Security Council, M~y ·31i 2Ci 10 

!From::Golcj~rger,Thorrias·H 
To: Baily; Jess L 
sent: MonMay.3t 16:36:~s201.o 
subject: FVif: Remarks by Ambassador Alejancjfo. W9lff; petiuty .Permanent U.S. Representative to the United Nations; at 
an.Emergency session ofthe seturifyCoundl, :May3l, 2010 

~l'Qm: RatneY, Mich.ae!.A 
Sent:·Monqay; May :31,,2010~:45 PM 
To:feltrnan,JeffreyP; Connell}', '.Maura;.GOl~berger, Thorna.s:H 
ec: $aYle.s1 ·Arnpro~e G 
St1bj¢i::t: ,FW:Jii;nW~ by Arn~ssadcit /\l~JandroWolff1 O~putyPen:nanent u:s~ Representative to the United Nations; at 
an E;rnergency S~siof)ofthe:Secudtf:Council, M~Y :31, l.()10 ' 

from: 'UStlN; PRESS 
To: U,SUN, PR1:$S •. 
Sent: Mon May·3115:4D:4l2010 . . . . ... . ... · . . . .. ·. . . . , .. ··. . . . ·. . . 
subject:. Rema$ by Ambas~dofAlejf!!WroWolff1 Dep\IW Perrn~nent U.S .. Represen~tivetothe .United· Nations, af an 
Erriergenc{Session of th~ Security COuricil, May 3'+1. 2010. 

Urrited •States Missfon to the Unite.cl Nations 
Office of Press and Public Diplomacy 
140 E~t45tb Street 
New 'York,NY 10017 
(?12) 415-4050 
http:/lwww:usun.state,gov 

Follow us on <http://twitter.com/AmbassadotRice> and 
<http://www.facebook•com/AmbassadorRice> 

USUNRR£SS RELEASE #109 
AS DELIVE,RED; ' ' '' ' 

May 31,,2010 

Remarf{sby Ambassador Alcdan~ro Wolj]; Depµtyl!er.1npnent U.S. Repy;esentaliYce'tQ the, UnitedNatiom, ·at 
an ~m¢rge11:r:yS~~~io1J ,()ft((e/$ecitf:ity Ci>(lifp.ll1 1Yf ajJ}l12o:ro_ · .. 

Tharik,You, 'Mt. President and thank•y,oi,l,.Assist@t· Sec~elacy.:Gen~ral ferna,ild~z-Ta!arlco. 

lJ'N:CLASSIFIED 
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The United States is deeply disttirbed by the ,recent violence and regrets the tragic Joss oflife and injuries 
suffered among those involv:ed in the incident la:sfnjght aboard the Gaza,.boun4 ships. We.are working to 
ascertain the facts. We expect a credible and transparent investigation .and strongly ·ilrge the Israeli government 
to inVestigate'the incidentfully. 

As I stated in the Charriber·irtDeceniber 2008,when.we were·cop.fronted by a similar situation, mechanisms 
existfor the tra,nsfer o( hurnan.itarian ~sistance to Gaza by lllemper states and groups that: \yant. to· do ,so. These 
rion~prcrv.ocatiVe and non-,confrontational mechanisms ~houldbe the ones used for the benefit of all those in 
Gaz.a. Direct delivery by sea is neither lipproptjate norte$pon$ible, and certainly not effective, under the 
circumstances. 

The United.States rell}ainsdeeply,concemedby the ~uffering of.civiliansin Gaza, and the deterioration,.oftpe 
situation there, including 'be humanitarian and:human rigJ.1ts situation. We, continue to believe the situation is 
unsustainable and is not in the interests of any oftho::;e conc~rned. We will continue to engage the Israeli$ on a 
daily basis to expand the scQpe and type of goods allowed into Gaza to addressthe full range of the population~ s 
hwnanitarian and recovery needs. Hama:s' interference with internatio11al assistance shipmeJ1tS and the work of 
nongqvernmentil organiz~tio11s compllcates .efforts in Gaza. Its continued arms smuggling and corpmitrnent to. 
terrorisntundetmihes secilrity and prosperity for Palestinians and Israelis alike. 

We will continue to work closely :with the Go\o'.emment of lsr<1,eland the Palestinian Authority, a)ong with 
internatiqnal NGOs and the UN, fo provide adequate access for humanitarian good$:. incl~d!ngreconstruction 
materials, through:the oorder crossings; while bearing in mind· the Government ofI:SraeFs legitimate security 
concerns. 

Ultimately, this incident underi;coti;is the need to move ahead quicldy with negotlaticms t1Jat canJead to a 
comprehensive peace. in the.region. The-orily viablesqlution to theisraeli-Palestihian coirllict.is an agreement;. 
pegotiated between the parties, that.ends the occupation.thatbegan ip 1967 and fulfills the aspirations of both 
parties for independent homelands through two states for two peoples;. Israel and anindependent, contiguous, 
and :v,ial:!le·t;tate of P!ilesjjne, living side by side inpeace and security. We caU again on our intcinationaJ. 
partners -.both in·side :l:llld ·outside.this Council ---to promote an atmosphere of cooperation between the,p?rties 
and tltroughout the entire ·region. 

'.Thank you, Mr. President. 

### 
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RELEASED IN FULL 

UNITED NATIONS, June>1 (Reuters):- Following ls the full text ofa formal presidential statementado:pted 
or1Tuesday by the United Nations Security Council on lsraers action. against an. aid flotilla heading for 
Gaza. · 

The Security Cow:1cilde~ply regfE!\:S th.e loss ·ofJife and i11juryes resulting {rorri.ttie;M:1s.e cifforce during the 
Israeli ·military operation. in intemationalwaters against the·convoy sailing to Gaza. Th"e•Council; in this 
contex~. condeil'lri~Jbose·a.cts which·. resulted in•the·lcissof·at leasrten•ciYilians and·mahywounded, and 
expresses \ts condolences to .theirfamilies. 

The Security Co.uncil request.s tlleii!'l'lme~iate relea.s~ of tl'Je s.hip§ <!S)>Vell as the. civilians held by\fora13I. 
The Council \JTges :1srael to ·perr,nitfull c.c:ms\ilar acsess,. to.allow the· countries ·Concerned t() rettieve·their 
de@?ised and.Wounded immediately; and to ensure: the detiver:Y of humanitarian assistance from the 
convoy.to its destination. 

The Security Council takes. note of the statement.of the UN Secretary-General an the need to. h.ave a .full 
icwestigatiordnto ~hecncitter and it.calls far a pr-0mpt,.;irnpartial, crediole and transparent investigation 
conforrnii'lg fo fnternationar _standards. 

The.Security Council stresses that the situation Jn_ Gaza is notslistail'lable. The Council re-emph~sizes 
theimportance e>f:th¢ ful!implemenfatlon·ofResoJutions·.113so and ·1860. ln'thatcontex:t, it reiterates its 
grave c,ancerp at th.e rumanitarian·situation .in· Gaza·and ~tre5ses th.e need for·sustaine;d'and 'regular floy.r: 
of g()Qds·~nd people to Gaza ~swell as unimpeded provision and distribution ofhumanitarian assistance 
throughourGaza, 
TheSeciJrlty:Council stresses that the situation· in Gaza is not sustainable. The Coi.incil re-emphasizes 
the importance of .the full implementation of Resolutions 1 SoO antj 1860. In thatcomext, it. reiterates its 
graye C()!'JC€)matthe !iomanijarian SjtuatJOfl in _Gaza a_np' strE;!SSeS the. nee.d for s4~~lnep;81'1\'.l ~€!9Ular f\OW 
otgocid5.·and·. people to ·Gaza ·as·.well as unimpeded provision ·.a~d · distrib1.1tio11• of humanitarian ~spistance 
trrrou9ho1Jt Gaza. 

The.SeCi.irity .eounCiLunderscores·that:theon\y.viable.so!ution• .to.·lsraeli~Palestinian conflict is. an 
a~reement negotiated· be.tween·the:pcirties:,and·re,~rnphas,izes tnatonly? .two~State:.solutipn .• with aR: 
indep!mdentand vjatlle P~le?stinian .State living side by side in peac:~ and security with Israel and its other 
neighbors,, could bring peace to the region. 

The $ecuritY.Council e~presses supportfor the proximity talks and voices concern that this indident took 
plac!:! while the proximitytalks are liriderwayand urges the parties to act with restraint; avoiding any 
.unila.teral aodprovocatiVe ac:tions,anq .all Jntetnatiorial partners to promote an atmosphere of.cooperation 
beM:een the, parties and thro1:1ghoutthe.region. 

This emafl is UNCLASSIFIED. 

uNIT.Jtl) SIA.TES IfEP ~TMENT OF ST.ATE. 
REVIEWAUTHORITY:'SHARONE .AHMAD 
DATE/CAsEID: 04 AP:R:iol2 20I00:4t63 UNCLASSIFIED 
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Coleman, Chcirmain~ (QRL) 
REEEXsEo IN PART . . 

From: 
S~nl: 
To:·. 

Gfaie; Deborah; . . . 
Tue$day, juneOt, 2q104:1.4,1'.M . . . ... B.6 
Fitzp~triq~. }{atqleen tv1i Cassidy, Joseph P; Lieberman, :Jessica D JDRL); Mayfield! Kay (DRL) 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Final Gaza .PRST .· . ·.. . . 
·Presidentia!Statei:nent Gaza 311Vlay rev t.d()C 

From: G~rm9ini ,Elle)') j (USON) 
To: Gaza F!ptilla Monito)'jf'.ig GtoUP 
Cc: Sthedlbauer, AmYW; Germarn, Etlen.J (USUN) 
$en~: Tue J!Jn·01 0:1.:4$:~ 2010 · 
Subject: Final Gaza PRST 

Beingread in tii.e SC chamber now. 

Sent via Black13erry by AT&T 

Ffom: LeventGumrukcu I 
{)at~: Mon. 31 May 2010'::-.:22""'"';3""""5,.....,;4=4_,_0=7=00=-(=p=oT=)~. __, 
~: .. -

Subje~t: :PRST 

((N,rEJJ;D Si'J\TES DEP ~'I'l\1Jl11'ff OF ~T~TF; 
REVIF,W AU,fHORIT¥: SliARONE AHMAD 
DATE/CA:SE Il): <14 APR2(n2 201'0041'G3 . uNCLASSIEIED 
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DRAFT SECURITY COUNCIL PJU:SIDENTI:t\L ~'I'ATJEMENT ()l'f THE RECENT 
IN CID ENTIN UIE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

The '8.ecllrity CcmnciJ deeply regrets the loss of life and injuries resulting fi:orn th~. use of force 
duri.ngthe I.srai;:li Jl1ilitary operatio11 iI}intem~til)nal water§ againstthe convoy sailfug to Gaza. 
The :.Cbtmcil, in this context, condemns those ficts. which resulted in the loss of at least ten 
c.ivilians ;and many wmihded, anci expresses its condolences to their'fantllies. 

The Security Council reque:Ststhe immediate release of the ships as well as the civilians heid by 
Israel: Th¢ Council urges Israel to p,ennit full consular acces~, to allow the coWltries concerned 
tO retrieve their.deceased and woundetf irnmediateiy, an<Lto ·ensure the delivery of humanitarian 
assistan.ce from the: convoy to its destination. 

The Security ·Council rakes note of the statement of the UN Secretary-Oe11eral . on the need to 
lifl.ve. a full investigatiqµ into the mE!tter and it calls for a prompt, impartlal, cre.dible and 
transparentillvestigation c()rtformin.g.to hitemational .standards. 

The Security Council 'stres~~ tbatthe situation in Gaza.fa not. sustainable. The Col,lncil re­
emph;isjz~s the impoitance.ofthe ful!implementati~n of Resoh,1tiqnsl85Q andl86.0~ In that 
co11text, H reitera~e$ 'Hs grave concern: at the humanitarian. situationfu: Gaza and:stresses the need 
for sustainedandteguiarflow efgoodsa!ldpeople to Gaza as well as unimpeded provision and 
diStribution · ofhuinanitaiian·assiStiiiicetfuoughout· Gaza. 

Tlie:Sect.Irity,Cotincil uz:idets.coresthatthe only viable so~utlon to Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an 
agreement pegotjat¢ci .betWeen the parlJes and re-.emphasizes that oniy a. two-State solution, with 
an iridepenclent and Vial,le ·Parestiman State living side :by side in peace and sectirity With Israel 
and i:tS other neighbours, could, bring peace to the region~ 

The SecuritY Council ex_press.es . support fo~ the prozjmity talks and vc)ices concel'J;l that this 
incident took place while tlJ.e proximify taikS' are underway··and urges the partks .to _act with 
restraint, avoiding: any u.nifatera:l ar:i.d provocativ.e actiollS; and al.I international partners to 
promote .an atmosphere ofcooperation.between the.parties and throu.ghout the region. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Frotri: 
sent: 
To: 

Subje·ct: 
AttacilrnlmtS;: 

UNCLASSIFIED f 
. . . RELEASJIDllh1iLL 

Gorovei KatheirineM . . . 
Tuesday,.June .. 08, ~0107;0t RM . 
Gqrove~ ~~fuerineNI;.9chyvartz •. J.o.nat/)an B; H;:irri$,gqbertf<; D.olariiJC>Ann; Jacobson, 
Linda;TovvnlE:Y> .St€Jphen G; Woodv.iatd, $hirleY G; Ppmper, :step hen E; Banos, Mpriano H 
lsra~n proppsed.COE ~tiestions.DOC.. · .··· .. · . . . •. 
·LEG,l\L412.47657.:.V2-lsrael_Flotillajncident_:_Commlsslon_ot:.Expi;!rts:_-_questions~aoc 

Hereisa newe.rversion ofthispaperin casi? we need itat fµture.point. 

UNITEJ),STATES.DEPARTl\1EN.T··OF\STATE 
REVIEWAUTHO:RiTY:SOOONEAHMAD. 
DATE/CA.SE ID: 2i·:MAR 201.:?i zoioo4 i'63. · 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Schwartz, Jc>'nathan B 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 

Subj~ct: 
Attachments: 

Gorove, Katherine,M . RELEASED IN FULL 
Tuesday, Ji.me ba, 291 o 12:46. PM 
Schwartz, .J6n;athan !3; Harr:i~,;Ro~ct K;bo)an; JoArm; Jacdbson,Unda; Townley, Stephen G; 
Woo(jward; :Shirley.G; Pom~r. St~ptierrE; Banos; Ma.riano)-1; 'Bob and SueHarris.Blniai' 
is~eli1prqpo_se(j .COE -considerations;QOC • 
LEGA4"#247657-v1-lsr(3el_Flotilla.,Jm::ident_'.'_Comro.ission;..of..:Experts:..-_questions.doc 

Hete~s:a draft paper for 2:30 meeting todayo11 the prqposed Cornrnisslo11 of:Experts, drawingfrom the questions raised 
by Joanne and Steve Townley; lean collectcomments/edits. Thanks,.Kate 

UNITED.STA~·J):EPA:R'l'MENT·QFSTATE 
REVIJiWAUTHORIJY: 8~()1~\~.·AJ,11\1'.Al) 
DATE/CASE ID: 2~MJ\R/2012 20:100~163 
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Schw~.rtz,·J<>n_ath~n 'a 
From: Cleveland, Sarah H 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, Julle 08;2010 .12:27PM 
Schwartz, Jonathan B -·.· 
FW:Jsrael -flri>tilla;anq beyond 

RELEASED: IN PART 
BS 

lmp·ortance: High 

Jdil ..;.·perthe Samantha Power conversation, ITI; 

(JNITED STATES-DEPARTMENT' OF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY:SHARONEAHMAD 
DATE/CA;SEI]): 28 MAR2012 2.0100416.3 UNCLASSIFIED 
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Schwartz,. Jonathart B 

From: Dolan, JoAnn . RELEASED ThT FULL 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday;.J.ulr12, 2010 .6:1J PM 
Perina, AlexandraH;JaC0bso11. Linda; Gorove, Katherine.M; Banos, MariarioH; Baumert, 
Kevin A 

Cc: 
Subj~ct:• 
Attachments: 

Har:ris; Robert K; Townley,.Stephen·~; SC:hwarfz, Jonatba.n B 
F\N: flotiUa. ou~!irie 2,doc · 
flotilla outline 2.d.oc 

Inadvertently some ofthe changes to the·priord.r:aft were.dropped from the final version. I have reentered them here 
as track~d chcingesfor othersfo r.evlewand Linda' to confirm before.we send this to Harold. Please advise.ff there is 
anything further. In view bfthis complication; Stepheniriay.waritfo waittmtilOOBto send forwa,rdtopermit final 
input.from others. 

fr.om: Jac:ebson, Linda 
Sel'it:.Monday, July 12, 20104:17 P.M 
To: Gorove,.l<:titlierine M; Be1nos; Mariano H; Baumert; Kevin A 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G; Dolan; joAnn · 
Sul.)ject:Jlotillci outline 2;doc 

Here is the latestversibn incorporating'.SOh:ie corriineritsJiom 13H (l~d foA.rih'. 1 .. need to leave at 4:45 today, so please 
send your comments soonest,,or if later, t6.JoAnn. Stevl';!, !think this is good to go to .HHKif addressees have no further 
thougbts. 

uNJTED STA'tEs:nEPARTMENT OF STATK 
REVIEW AJ111ito1U1¥: SHA.RONE~ 
DATE/CAS:E ID: 28 :MkR. 20lz 20100.4163 

1 UNCLASSIFIED· 
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UNCLASSIFIED. . . .. ~··.·.··. ·.·.··;q_.·< ... /y, 
RELEASED· INF . LL 

Israeli military attack on Freedom Ccinvqygoing to G;azaStrip 
and breaking.the Israeli siege irnp'i:>sed otdt 

t'he Arab teag~e coum:ll on the ministerial level eXtraordinary session on ()2 June 2.010 atthe Arab 

League ·Genera!Secretariat ·head qllarters, 

-Afi:erlqoking.at the geoeral .secretaria.t memo; 

-Has. st1Jdied.the required steps regarding the lsr:aeH military attack and piracy conduct in. international 
Mediterranean.sea wa.ter:s on the·Freec:lomconvoyWhich carrfedhumanitarianmaterialgoingto Gaza 

. sttip:Which lies un.dersiege,. and which 1.ed to the dell.b.erate murder an Mall of.unarrned:civilian victims 
and injured in this convoy, and all the partidpants ofwhiCh were kidnapped using armed force, 

-Consldersthe continupus Israeli.occupation of Arabterritories and insistenceto change the 
demographic and geographic formation of.the occllpied Palestinia.n territories including East Jeru.sale.m 
to be ~he basis for disruption aridtension in the area .• 

~De.Cid es th~t lsraei's corltinuation, as the pccupationforce, to pµtGaza Strip undersiege and,obstru.ct 
itsr~construction is Hrirhe against humanity thatshould,beimmediately,sfopped using all legitimate 
means induding resistant~, 

-Ernpha~izeS:ttiat the continuity or some states to o~ersupportto Israel d,espite its savage practices and 
vfolationsagainst Pa.lestinian,people and those wh9iry to offer to Pale~ti(liansne(!essary hum.ani.tarlan· 
help; is based ona big political mistake by giving Israel anJmmunityto not respect internation.al law 
bases which' is a precedent that threats the entire international order, 

-Emphasizes that these lsrae.li policies and practices thatfortn state terrorism, feeds terrorist indincitions 
in the Middle East, 

-After discussions and listening to the speeches oft he heads of de legations and the general secretary, 

DECIDES 

1- To condemn the intentional military attackthatlsrael.conducted againstthe Freedom Ctimioy in 
the internatjonal waters, an iss.ue tha.t co,nstitutes piracy a.nd state terrorism and threat ·to the 
stability and security in the. Mediterranean Sea; and a clear violatio11 of:internationallaw that 
protects sailing in international waters, and related international hurhanitarianJaw conc:epts and 

~rinciples. 

2- To bre9kthe siege imposea by Israel on the· Gaza Strip.and ccinimitto delivennedicaf,and food 
aid <!nd ne,cessary construction material for. reconstrutj:iorarid other: required needs for: the 
Pal~stirif.ah peopl¢ih the strip using all .the :rneans, and. hold.lsr.~E!li nterriaJiona(ly-responsible for. 
the obstruction of humanitarian aid and necessary requirements for reconstruction, and for not 
opening all the crdssings for the movement ofpedple ahd goods. 

uNITED·SJ'ATESDEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REymWAUTHORUY:.~HARONE AHMAD 
DATE/CASEID: 20MAR2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 
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3- To assign Lebanon; the Arab member in the United .Nations Security Council, and the Arab~group 
~n New Yoi'kto request holding a meeting forthe Security coundl, in Coordination with Turkey, 
arid friend countries and groups;to issue therequired resolution condemning the Israeli siege 
imposed on th.e Gaza Strip and comp1,1Jsion of Israel to frnmedia~ely lift this siege, and request 
holding the continued·1ot~ session in the context ofthe UN ·General Assembly to·counterthe 
Israeli siege.on Gaza Strip. 

4'- Tocommit~o·theresolutions o.f Sirte summit and particularly resolution number SOB dated 28 

March iOlOto stop alHorms of n~rmalizationwlth'lsra;eli:md commitmenttothe discussions in 
this regatds; and .. in light ofthis ccrntinuous)sraeli challenge and violation of all its commitments, 
the ministerial council decides to send a recommendation to their excellencies heads of states 
to .implement the speech of.SaudiKing Abdallah at the·~conoinic Summit in :KuwaitinJanuary 
2010 thatthe Arab Peace Initiative will not stay,onthetable for long. · 

5- Thatlsr;:iel'.s continuation of its practices and the last of which was the cr]min;il attack on 
u11armed dviliansemphasize cleadylsrael. is not serious in reaching fair and comprehensive 
peate intlie region and is cornrnittedtci rnake.fhe negotiations useless and ,in vain and doubts 
the tr edibility of assurances offered to the Palestinfan:side,.aild assigri the Secretary Gen-era I to 
di red a message to. the US Administr~tion in this regards. 

6~ To Cqordinate the Arap steps w.ith Turkey and other concerned sides to file cases to national 
and iriternationalspedaliz~.d suing agencies,. on top of which is the ICC regarding the lsrael.i siege 
imposed oti.GazaStrip. 

7- To i:ls~ Israel to imme.diately release the 'remaining kidnapped• members bf the Freedom Convoy 
and det~il'ledships and reliefmateriat 

8- To welcome the Human Rights.Council resolution regarding forniing an independeotfad findif'!g 
committee to investigate the:violatiotis ofinternational law in the.-lsraeliattack on the Freedom 
C:or:ivoy and,. express appreciation for.the:countriesthat voted for the resolution and express 
resentmentfrom the. position· of countries thatvotE!d againstthis resolution. 

9- To welcome the positions ofcouritries thattook dear and strong procedures againstthe Israeli 
rri.llit'ary attack andto.ndemhed it, arid expressreseritmeli~fro1h th~ .positions of some countries 
atO:ie United· r~fations Sec1.1fityC0unc:ilthat obstructed the agreeh'ientto conduct an 
independent International investigation. 

10~ To call for' coordination with all interna.tior:iai rights and humanitarian oraanizations to actually 
and immediately begin to showa'llthesides.ofthiS case, including the legala.ndhumanitarian 
dimensi9ns,. and target the w,orld :media to i:eveaHh.is crime and show its consequences, arid 

tJNCLASSIFIED 
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praise the Qatari pledge to coverall the.special costsfor:thismovetnerit orithe legal and media 
tracks. 

11- To appreciate all the activists who participated in this npble hum.anitarian .mission a.nd bless the 
soLils·ofthe victim martyrs and expresfapprei::iation .ofthe Ar:ab League council and its support 
for 1urk~v': s h.o.norable position.andJnternational'positlons.thatexpressed condemnation for 
1his attack and. express~d solidaritywlththe Palestinla n people and their fair case. 

12- To ask the Aral:l delegatiqn participatingil'l ·th~ Arab Turkish Copperation Forum meetings to 
ei<pre$5the appredation fOrTurkeyspositiolis and offerth.e con.dolences forthefamiliesoftbe 
victims of die Israeli .attack on the Freedom Convoy. 

13~ To as~ the Secret~ry General to follow.on the implementation of this resolution. and keep the: 
Arab league Council.in continupus session. 

UN.CLASSIFIED 
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C18750965 
SENSITIVE BUT~~f,~gIFIED 

From: 
sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Witmer, .Kami A 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1 :39 AM 
Godfrey, Anthony F; Lee, Robert D 

JI' 
RELEASED IN FULL 

Yesterdi;iy's Spot reports - in case you haven't yet seen them. 

CategQries: 
c1a5slfication: 

Working 
UNCL:ASSIFl.ED 

SensitlvltyC9de: .Sensitive 

SPOTREPfJRT N"Oo 2 
LATESTSJTUA.TlOJV ON GAZA AID FLOTILLA 

Monday,l\1ay 31, 2010 
1200 EDT 

INIE1'ANYAHU TO CUJRT!%ll TRIP AND RETURN TO ISRAEL 
{U) The Israeli. Prim.e Minister is cun:ently in Cana.da, bL1t press report he will cancel.his scheduled. onward stop 
in Washington to return to Tel Aviv; {AP) 

FH..OflllA S.liIPSENTER!NG PORT, CASUALTIES NOT YET .JIOIENllflED 
.o (SBU) :Err!bassy Tel Aviv rep9rfs nin~ American citizens are in d~fontion arid consular staff }iope to II 

nave ·access• to them the morning of June 1. Israeli .sources say two. foilT)er lJ,S: diJ?lomats-de~ai11~dJor 
their pf!.rticipation. iii th~ flotilla will be deported from Ben Gurion Airport tonight One Amcit is 
hospitalized With:rninor injuries and will be '.f:ransfom:d to a deportation facility shortly; A total. of l.8 
Arricits are believed to have been part of the flotilla, seven a:reimacc9unted for. (Ops/Embas.sy T,eiAviv 
e~111all). · · 

e (S13U) Israeli·d~fense officials say 1 Oto 14 Civilians w.ere killed orseriousiy injured, with:an additional 
3:0 wouncied.. Ten Isr.aeli Navy pe~scnmel were wqqnded, one serim.~sly, A.11 casualties~hacLbeen aboard 
the MAVI MARMARA and .are now m Israe1ihospitils; .· (Ops!E~tib'assy Tel.Aviv e.,:.mail) 

(D (SBlJ) The CHALLENGER J .is now in· th~ p9rt of A,shdpd with Ameri¢ans··oilboard, and the MAVI 
MARMARA is expected between 1700. and l80Q·Iocal time,.with the restarriving)ater in:the evening, 
Passeµg~rs·v;ill have two9ptioqs -'-jail ordeportation. (Ops!EmbassyTe/Aviv e,.mail) 

1l"URkE¥ CAILlS·ON. :n.rr!ERNATI()NALC:OMMUl\IITY 10·.RESPOl'\1& 
111 (SBU) Tuikey i's all¢$ihg.a gross violationofin:ternational law, saying the raid occurred 64 nauti~ 

i:nHes fivm:the Oaza·bloc}Cade area,. The IDFcontends a vessel niay:be boarded: prior to ertteringan area 
under navalbfockade,.·if tbe~is reason to believe the:ye~sel inte11ds to b.reachit. 
(Ops/Embassy 1Anktira .. e-mail, OpS/Embassj; Te/Aviv e.-mail). 

o (SBU) lsraeli Defense Minister Barak and Major General Dango~, Coo~dinator for Government· 
Activities in th¢ Territories, are in commUnication with officials from the TurkiSh Foreign and Defense 
Ministries. They d1sc~ssed the exteri(to whfoh rhet()ric 9ould be k._~tjn check,. the need for security 
cooperation, and :theimpactthe status. of wounded Israeli Arab Islamic leacler Raed Salah coµId:have on 
public reaction; . (Op~/Co11Ge1J.,lerusalem e-7JU;lil) 

.0 (SBU} TurkishPMErdo~an cut hls.tripto Latin America short and wil,lretl,rm to Turkeyt0tiay. FM 
l)ay.utoglu is in rqu'te to NewYoric to requesf::i.n .effierg~n:cy sessioi1 of the UNSC .todayto discuss the 
incident. . Acting PMArinc ruled out' sending 'Turkish naval· forces ~o. (he region for the 'timebeitig, a:Ild 
Presidci:it Gul cdndemned th¢ attack, but mged Ttirks to act With restraint (Ops/Embassy Ankara e-
mail) · · · 

UNqEDSTATJ!'.SD]}'>~u~TlV!EN'f OFS'.f.,t\f.E 1 RE. · ·.vm. ··.·. '·:,.; Attm .. -. · .. oR. rr .. · Y: si:rAR .. .- o .. N ... :E.··· .. ;Al-Il\:.. .IAD . 
n_.\.TE/CASE ID: 27 J\JAR2o.i.2 2ofoo4163 UNCLASSIFIED 

SENSITIVE·BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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0 (SBU) Peaceful protesters.gathered outsi(le tb.~U.~~ Con$tilate in Ad!!lla{SOO. to 700 a.cc:OrdiI1gto .10.c:al 
guards, 40QO by Turkish Natiomd.Police estimates}to ·lay a. black wreath, then dispersed. (Opsl_Embas.sy 
Ankara. e-mail). 

o (SBU) Embassy Ank!ll'.a requestf:d acidition,al r:;~urity for Israelian,dAiperican iJlsta)1ations in.Turkey, 
and:reports the Turkish Miriistry.-Of Foreign Affairs has authorized the additional forces. (Opi!Embassy 
Ankara· e-mail) · 

SP,OTREPORTNOo 1 
LATEST SITUATIONON GAZA AJJJ FLOTILLA 

Monllay;:May 31; toio 
0600·EDT 

KSM!ELI. NAVY INTERC:IEpy§. GAZA FlOTillA115 Ac:TIV1ST$ 'KI!LlEIO 
o (SBU) Nihe of the 15 killed are ·reportedly Turkishcitizens, aq:ordfug',lo press'. fi:i:addiiiQn, do:z;ens of activists 

and six. Israeli commandos are reportecLinjured. The wounded are being takento .hospitals .in Jerusalem, Tel 
Aviv, and Haifa. 
(OpS!Embtzssy TelAviv e.,-mail, France 24) _ 

e (SBt)) there. are.curr¢tjtly no reporlsofwounded or kiHed American .citizens. (Ops/Embas!>y tel AViv e-inilil) 
., ( SBlJ) The incid.en.t qccurred around 0430 l()cal.fime May'3i, :whenJsraeli soldiers boarded the Turkish flagged 

ship ''Blu~lv;lai:mara;" appro:icixna'tely 70 mil.es off Israel;$ coast. 
~ (OpS!Embassy Attkara ~-mai~ 
.. (l:J) Ra~ Sa1ah;Jhe he~d ofthenorthem faction.ofthe.lslariiiC Movement, has been wounded in the .. incident and 

is.\lridergding ~u-rgeryin ~Isl'Cleli hos'pital,·media report. (Jerusalem Post) 

FlOTillA HEADED TO.ASADOD;J:SRAIELIP.OLICIE :oN.. HIGH ALERT 
e ((./) The)sI11.eli police are on. their higheststate of afod and have ·instituted sevei:al road blookS; including one ili . 

theT¢mplefyib~nt area. (YNetNew$) 

XSMIEll CONSULATE ISTANBULSUIRROUNDED BY'THOUSANDS 
.,. (SB U) · Consulate Generall~tanbui reports Tudcis}). police are deplpyed around thelsracli Consulate and there are 

n9 reports of viqle11ce or iqjuries. At least :5000. p~otesfo~s are marching fr()tn the consulc1te toward the city's main 
squa~, accordil1~ fo p~~,. · 
(Ops/C(rnsulate Ge1t~ral' Istanbul e-111¢1, AP) 

o (SBU) Consulate.Adanaiss.ued a Warden Message1vfay 31 advising American citiZens of potential anti-U.S. and 
Israeli derimrisfrations. ( O]Js/.COnsulateAdaiia e~mail) 

'WUR:KEV "STRONGtY: felR.OTESTS" IINCXDEN.T; EU CALLS FOR IN QUERY 
o · (SBU) The Turklsh Foreign Ministry issued a statetne_nt calling th.e foci dent ''unaccf'.ptal>le" and demanding an 

"urgent cxplanation"Jrom Israel,:acoording to press, EfnbassYA.nkara·rel)ortsthe TmkishMFA ·has summoned 
IsraePs :ambassador:toTurkey but.that Ambassador· Levi has: been unable to_•meetwith Turkish officials. due to a. 
pro.test surrollllding .the· Israeli Einbassy .. (Ops!E171biisS)i. A11ka1:a e.,iiiail,. AP) 

o (U) EU High R~resentative :Ashton exp~ss_ed her deep. regret at the loss of life and violence ancl demanded a 
full iD.quiry. (tleuiers) 

o (U) Arab L~gue Secre4U)' General Moussa called for an·. emergeµoymeeting June 1 to dis.cuss Israel's. "terrorist 
act.'.' (Reuters) 

o. (U) President Abbas called for.three days. of mourning. throughout the Palestiriian Territories. (Reuter5) 

.Oraficd: JAMorgnn . . . . 
Dist: State (aU.burcaus),.Nsc; HSC, OSD, NMCC:, JCS; CIA, FBIS, NCTC, DHS 

Approved: PSlliltcty 

SENSITIVE B8TUNCLASSIFIED 

.Kami Witrner 
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logg, Cristina. A 

From: 
.Sent: 

'Silliman, DouglasA 

UNCLASSIFIED 
J'J. 

RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, 1.4(D) 

To: 
Tuesday, Jurie 01., 201 O 6::37 AM 
J¢fftey, Jam~s F; l':loWard,)ererniah H; Arvey, Jason.M; de Otalvaro, Laura' H; Eppler, Dale B; 
Godfrey, Anthony F 
·FW:.textofcable:on IHH Subject: 

Ca~egC)rj~s: 
Classification: 
sensitivltyCode: 

Wor~ing. 
.SECRET 
sensitive 

Here is th.etextof the .IHH·cable •· already: ?en~ tq . .EUR cind NEA .and NSCvia e-mail. 

I'm having SMART problems actually sending this as a cable, but IPC isworking on it. 

Douglas A. Silliman 
DeputyChiefofMisskin 
us ErnbcissyAnkara, Turkey 
90-312.-455-5555 x7190 

Se"sitiylty: SensJtive 
CJassi.fication: SECRET 
Cla$sified by: Doug S.illir'nan, DCM, EXEC, State 
Reas.on: 1.4(b); (d) 
Declassify Qn:.2Q35io6J01 

Fr.om: Silliman, DotiglasA 
Sent:·Tl1esday; June Ol,20fOl:~3PM 
T9: EUR~SE"DL; 'Brink, BridgetA 'i. 'es~E!rwood~~enda!l@insc;.eop;sgov;gov~;.G9rc!on1' ~llilip H; ~aic!~now, llna. S; Baily, 
Jes.s ~; M?trsti, DE!nise M;.McEfdowney( N911cy E; sChlicher, Ronald L; Cpnnelly1 MaurafGoldberger; Thomas H. 
Subject: text of cable onJl'IH 

All, 
.. 

We.are havingtrouble with ourSl\,liART system so we Will ser:id you .thistext.via e-mail. .. The cablewillcofn.e outs.Con. 

Doµg. 

1 .. (SBU) Sumr:nary~ The FoundationJor Human Rights; libertfos.a(ldHumanitarian Relief(IHH), the, charitable group 
w\:lich organizeQ the aid flotiil~-to Gaza, has'largely achie\Je~U~s goal ~fdtawingatteritiqnto itselfa~d casting Israel into 
the role .of an .oppressor. The IHH fo:is been on the· rise for a decade~ 'partittila rly,ga ining prominence f n its defense first 
of Bosnians, then Chechen~; and,ilow Gazans. ls~et:desi.i1\riatedthe orgariiz~tionas a .terrorist-51Jpporterin 2008; the 
organizati.on·has hac:l legal problems in.the past related tqallegations it pr0vldes financial and material support to 
terrorist organizations. End summary. 
2~ (C} The IHH flotilla -- flagshipped by the Mavi Marmara, .VJ_hJc~was stdrmed·by !sra¢.li D~fense Fo'rces on May 31 ·• 
achievet:l·a.gr~atersucce~s.than ~tb9rgalned:for'ir,t p()rfrayihg !~r~-efincis neg?tli1~ .~. lig~f ;:is possiple. The 1.HHtold us 
before tl:i¢ flotilla set sci.ii that it would ·1;?ither '\vin~·:by successfliliy-lar)~ihg In G.aZa'Jodistribute i:lld,,or highlighttsraei'.s 
intransigence byformilig an··"artificial island"· off the lsraelFcoast; 'trying.tb·qomihate·theworldmedia at least until the· 
World <:;up began qn Juiy11~ (REF-A) They said being bC>!lrCJ~d wguld.rr1ake israi:!l.l6()k. '~r@cuio!JS;i• Bl 

R:EvrnW:Auri:10RiTI':·s~IAR:oN-E-AiIMxn 
oA:TEtcAsEm: :o.4 Ai>R2012 zoioo4t63 UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Pastsupport,or 1 er:rcmsm f 
4; (U) A2006 report on' Islamic charities' support ofterrC>rist or'ganiz~tiohs written by American terrorismresear<:her 
Evan Kohlman and publi~hi?d by the Danish ln~titute for International Studies.discusses'd'etails of the lHH's. alleged 
support of terrorist organizations. Turkish authotitles raided the: IStaribul. office in 1997, discovering arms, explosives, 
irist~uctidris for corysfruc~ing.imprm.1i$ed explcisi\iE! de~ic:es, and jihad propaganda material. Documents uncovered.In the 
raid indica.ted IHH me('Jlberswere.eitherplanningto joinjihad or were adively facilitciting tr(!velingjih~dists' efforts'to 
go to Afghanistan, Bosnia, and Chechnya. The lstanbuloffice1s phone records.showed "repeated"telephone caUsto 
what was alleged fobeari al~Qa'ida guesthouse .iri Milah, lfaly;fovariolis Algerian terrorists in various plates in Europe; 
and .. to Abd,aFQadr Mukht.api, ajihadist active .in IJo.snla duringthe:Bpsriia war. The report also quotes .Frerich a.uthorities 
that Bulent Yildirim.was.persotiallyinvolved:in organjzipg'jihad.ist facil.itation~ 
s. (U) Following the 1997 raid on their lsta nbul o.ffices, the IHI;! took effortsto.protect itse.lf legally from Turkish scrutiny. 
ltregistered in Germany as a charitable o(ganization making the blilkof its assets untouchable by Turkish authorities. 
Bulen'tYi.ld.irim resignedfrornforma) author'ityin the.organization; although he remained ifs d~cision-making and 
administrative author:ity; for: several years, his :so11 Gc;ikten w.a~ Pr¢sident. It appears Bplent Yildirim is. now, once again, 
offieially,presideht. The IHH website is registered in Friesdorf, Germany; keeping it outofthe authority ofTurkish rnedia 
morii.tors. The IBHis represehted'Jegally,.atleast in part,byOSman Karahar1, an Istanbul lawyer who also defended the 
suspects in.the20Q3 lsianbui bombings and Lu1ay (ll~Saqa whowasfound guilty of.plotting anattackon an Israeli cruise 
ship in Turkish waters .. Kar:ahan:has, himself, been arrested on charges of;aidJngterwtistorgariizations. 
6; (U)J~egarding its ti.es to. HA~AS, IH.H ha!1 m~t With senior HA MAS officials iri Jui"key; syfia, aridGaza, b>;(er the past 
three. years. HAMASmerrlbe.rsat~endedthe launchingoftheMavi Mannara outoflstanbul. IHH Deputy President 
Dede:is in 'damage control mode concerhing'allegatioris thatpassengers on the ffotiJla.attac:ked Israeli forces.first; 
claiming in the press on May 31 that Israel might"place weapons" on the ship to create a justification for the attack and 
to p(lint IHH as'aJerroristorganization. 
But Broadly. Popular . 
7 ;.(SBU)IHWscontact with and seeming support;forterfcirist Organizations is not widely known in Turkish sodety. In the 
early199.0s; tile i;frganizatidriwas o.i'lly prominent'iri rellglquscirdes. ·Its advertising and campaigns have.alw~ys been 
anqclyne,~Hingfor do.nations tqthe oppressed.people ofvarip~s r0uslirn cquntries,.but being vague on the details of 
who; exactly; woo Id be handling fonds and ma.terial upon arrival,. As a.resuh, t.he •Turk.ish populace s.ees is cis a· supporter 
of Bosnians; Afghans, Uzbeks, · fodonesians, Iraqis, arid Pales:tiniaiis~ blltis: blirid to the nuance thatsome ofthe groups 
aC:tualJy receiVi~g the m9ney use at least part qffhe. funds tb pe~petuate violent acts'. This nuance is especially losfln 
the Gt1~a case, becau.se mo.st Turics-,reUgi<;>Us and secular·· do notperceive HAl\i1As.to be a terrorist organization. 
8~ (SBU) Throughoutits1existence,IHH tia.s been close.to the polifitalreligious n;ovement:!n Turkey. Buient Yildirim and 
other IHHstaffwere· freqoentguests at events held;by:then6w defund but religiously conservative Rerah and Fazilet 
parties. M.ernbers of these twC> partiesformthecore ofthegovernillg Jus.ticeand Developrherit Party(AKP). It Is 
unlikely that mqst Tur~ish.•pOliticiatisare:awar:e·C>f the IH H.'s. co ntactswith terronst organiza1fons (other.than H.AMAS), 
arid.:viibuld find such •allegations incredible'and,offensive. 'It is a reasonable .assumptiohthat many.Al<P politicians have 
donated rnpney to the IHH, assumir1g:itto ~e a purely charitable Organization, ma·kriig h1vestigatlpns int<:> allegations 
against the organization politically poisonous. 
comment 
9. (SBU) The .(HH appears to have won thePRbatdeover the flotilla. The Turkish populace is outraged by lsraeliactions 
onth.e Mavl Marm9ra, and is stagingariti-lsraeii protests in Jurkey~s h'lajor cities. The government; the mifitarYrandthe 
opposition parties have condemned the lsraeiiciction. Even the respecta bie setu.lar press is denouncii:I~ what ft sees as 
Israeli aggression against innocent charitable workefs, In the midst of itall,. IHffs .profile as a charitable organization 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
defyingperceivedoppressprs .is at its highest; Messages coining.put oflsrael orWashii:1gton wili me.et a jaded public 
convinced lsr.a.el is the aggr~ssor. 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Art~<1ra, turkey 
90::-312-455-5555 x7190 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: ,5 EC RET 
Classified by: Doug Silliman, DCM, EXEC, State 
Reasor:i: 1A(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 20~5/06/01 
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Logg, .Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 
Captic:>n: 
Classification: 
DTG: 
MRN: 
Odgfoator: 
Preced.ence: 
Sensiti.vltyCode: 

Action Office: 
Info. Office: 

MRN: 

Oate/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.0;: 
TAGS: 
Caption·s: 
Sensitivity: 
Pass line: 

Subj~ct: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
j3 

SM.A.RT <::;ore[svcsfv1ARTHBJSRc;tSprec@state;sgov,gov] 
Frlc!ay, July. 09, 20.1 o 10:26 AM . . . . . . . . . 
Pistaha, Robert; Mineo, Mar:k R; Witmer, Kami MKeen, ''3~m.a; Borenstein, Jeffrey O;Kiel; 
Stepf1anle; Godfrey, Anthony F;J3assq; . .Ojanne L; Ahp, 'Mlcl:rael; Reynolds; Carol T; Brooks, 
Judith A;O'Grady; Daniel J; 9illirriaiJ, pouglasA; :Hunter; Rodriey 1M; A~ey, Jason M;Price, 
Adam P; .Deblauw, Kim J; de Ot;:ilvaro, LaUraH; Miles, Barbara J; Leary; Thomas'M; Hessler, 
Robert£; Jeffrey, .Jame!> F; Guldq, I)el:lqrah L 
tjs13neca.J@dea,l.l:;C1oi;sgb\(;~o~;·Epplet1. Oaie :~i .Kc)Jega, Alen; ·Rel.Indy; Brian A; Ogle, Karen 
L; Yountchi; Suzanne t.'I; Klopp, [)eborah.A; Hamilton, Elizabeth H; Miles, J;ar:nes w 
JCG.: CTCOORDINATORAMEt BENJAMIN'S· DISCUSSIONS ON TURKEY AND REGIONAL SECURITY . . .. .. . .. . . . 

Archival 
SIPDIS 
SECRET 
0914oa:Z JUL to 
10 TEL AVIV 1569 
AMEMBASSY TELAVIV 
3.1Mf0!=DIATE 
Sensitive 

SECRET 
Sensitiye. 

POL_MIL, POL, AMB_)FY 
EAC, AMB.:.JNFO 

1 o TEL AVIV 1569 
Jul 09; 2010I091408ZJUL10 
AMEMBASSY TELAYIV 
WASADC, $ECSTATEiMMEDIATE 

13526 
PREL, PGOV, MOPS, TU, IS 
SIPDIS 
sensitive 

RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, 1.4(B), 1.4(D), NR 

~.~~~~~~·~.~·.~~~~·~~~~'+g.~~¢~~~~t~b~f 
Afy1Et\A,Bf\SSY ATHENS' PASS TO A.MCONSULTHES'SALONIKI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PAS.STO ,L\MCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AMEfl/1BASSY MOSCOW PASS TO·AMCONSULVLAD.iV{)STOK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
Af>AEMBf\SSY·MbSCQW :pjl;s·stq·AMCQf)J$Ul;.y!;i<.t\T:ERiNBURG 
AMEMBA'SSYBERLINPASSTOAMCONSULLEIPZIG 
AMEMs4ssYMos¢ovveP.ssroAM~oN§l.JLsif ,?8eRssuRG 
JCG: CTCO()~DINATORAMB, BENJAMiN'S.OiSGUS$lONS·ON. TURKEY AND 
REG.IONALSECURITY 

UNXTEDSJ'ATESDEP:ARTMENTOF STATE. 
REVIEWAutIIORTty:,siIARON E :AiliiiAri 
DATE/CASE ID: o4 APR,2012 . 201004163 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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S' E CR ET TEL. AVIV 001569 

SIPDIS 

f?.O. 1.35~6: 8E¢L: 0,6/16/2.020 

UNCLAS'SIFIED 

Tj\GS: PREL, PGOV,'MOPS,TU;IS· . . .·. 
SUBJECT: JCG:·'CTCOQRDINATORAMB. BENJAMIN~s.01scuS:s10Ns ON 
TURKEY.ANIJ REGIONAL SECURITY . 

Classified .ay:DGM.'Thomas Goldberger, reasons 1-4 (b),(d) 

1.· S Summary: TheMay~1 Gazafloti!lalncidehtand 
'"'="'=~-~-'--~----~·dominated discussionpunn~. 
S/CTCooroinatortor l>Oµntei:forrorism Amb .. pan(el Beniamin's 
discussionswith GOI officlal~ron J.i.Jne.'1~>and 14: I 

2. (SBU)On)une 13 and 14, S/CT's Coordinator for 
QounterterrnrismAmb. Daniel Benjamin ·metWith •a number of 
GOLofficlals, including NgCDeputy .Chah1:nf!rl'Vice ~dmfral . 
(ret) AVriel Bar~Yosef.,NSC[)~puty fom ~e~rman, D(:}puty.prime 
Mlr:Hster an.d Minister.for lntelligenceD.an Meridor; an(J 
Moss ad peputy Ditegtor RaJl1i. Ben B~rak'. Amb.Benjarriin led a 
u'.s .. tjelegatibri to participat~ in the u.s.~israel·Joint, .... 
Counterterroiism Group (J:CG): .ci.read;,qµtfrom the .JCG· and 
other.:bilateral meetings with GOl offiGials will be !;;l'lnt 
sept¢1 .. 

Turkey 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

II 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

131 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

NR 

lran/Hizballah. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

.Jordan/Jraq 

s 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Egypt 

CUNNINGHAM· 

Signature~ 

ClassitiE!d f3y: 
Reason: 

De;classify:.on: 

Info: 

Attachm.ents: 

Action Post: 
Di5seinlnati.onRl11e: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

GWNNfN.GHAM 

DCM Thornas.Goldbe~9¢r,. 
1A{b}.(cl) 
Q~i16tid20 

WASHDCrSEQDEFPJ?t6RlTY;HQ USEUCOM VAIHINGEN GEPRIDRITY', NSCWASHD,C 
PR10Rl7Y; ARA~' 1.$f{AELl QOLLECTIVE PRIORf7Y, EUROPEAN' POLITICAL COLLECTIVE 
PRIORiTY; ZENIAMCON$QLALM,ATY; :ZEN!AMCON$Ui:..ADANA; ZEN/AMCONSUL 
THESSALONIKI; ZEN/AMCONSULSTRASBOURG; ZENiAMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK; 
ZEN/AME.MBASSYMtNst<; z~NiA?V1C6NSIJL OU8:SELD()RF; ZEN/AMCONSUL 
YEKATERINBURG; ZENiAMCONSUL .LEIPZIG; ?EtWAMCQf•lSULsr PEJERSBURG 
metadata .. dat 

AMEMBASSYANKARA 
POL_MIL, EAC, PQL, AMB:....JFY_iACTION; AMB_INFO 

SECRET 
S~itive 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Taylor, Victoria J 
8/1812010 3:33:24 PM 
svcSMARTCrosslow 

Subject: FW: Mav\Marmara event 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED; 

From:. 6elmonte, Monica L 
Sent: WedneSclay, August 18, 2010 2:35 PM 

UNCLASSIFIED 

To: Schneller, .Rachel I; Lester, Raymond; Nash, Robert c; Reynolds, Nathaniel L; Galpem, Steve G; Schrank; Alexander D; 
Miller, Andrew P · 
Subject: FW: .Mav! Marmara event 

Rachel;... thanksfor the readout! All - ofinterest:, from EFR's l'vfaviMarmara session today. 

This ernail .is UNCLASSIFIED.~ 

~ro~=. Racliell. Schneller. ~ma'llto:RSchneller@cfr;org] 
Sent:ylJedneSday, Augustl8~·2010.2:29.PM 
T:p: Belmqnte, Monica· L 
Subj~: Mavl Marmara e_vent 

HI Monica, 

You missed a nice. everit atth.e CfR today! Jeremy Shapiro attended though,. so Statewas nicely represented. it was .a 
.smaller group,- m<1Ybe 15 people-'which madf? .it si:naller and more collegial. Your friend Henri .Barkey was there, as was 
.former US Amb. To Turkey Ross Wilson. Elliot Abrams to~. 

ThespeakerV:igal Sctileifer~ lives inlstanblll cinq.h<1s ablog:istanbt1fi:alling;Ol~gspot.corn, ·that ~ppatently is in high regard' 
He opened with.a niC:e analogy between Turkisl:rforeJgn policy and T1.1~kish Airlines. Tur:kish_ Airis expanding,, being 
privatized, and used tO make turkey/lsfanbi.Jla regional hub1 in the sarneWaythatTurkish foreign. policy is expanding and 
making Turkey a regional hub; In this vein, the Mavi'Marmara inc:identwas a "charter flight gone hordblywrong;'i rather 
tlian a crash. 

Yigal· put th a tiliavi Mar:mara incidentinto theconte)Ct of Tur~eY·lsraeirelatipns,wl'\i~h)heAKP has been trying to 
recalibrateslnceit·was elected in 2002. Starting .ln,2003,witi:i.thelraq·War effgrt (see11 in the Middle Eastas.U$ . .being 
. manipulated by. Israel), Turkey did notwantto be seen as Hin ca ho[)ts" with the US an~ ·Israel. ;r~en after·t~ing to mediate 
between israel and Syria, whkh resulted in Israel "scuttling"' Turkey, there has been a near~comp!ete .breakd.oWn in high­
level relati.ons between Israel :and Turkey; Apparently Turkish diplomats were awareth<it:the MaviMarmar.a ._yas going to 
be a lofoftr'.ouble but were powerless to stop it · 

Israel-bashing has become such acroWd,.pleaser in Turkev:.tha:tEriJogan and Davutog!IJ couh:l .not have stopped the flotilla 
without incurring substarjtiai domestic backlash .. Gaza in particular is ;iflasb;point; Vigal thinks forttiereto be a. break:­
through on Turkey-lsra,el relations the.re will haveto be <i break.through on Gaza. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

The M<!vi Marmara can be seen as a vicfory for the "lsfamistRighf" in Turkey. The rally hel~ in Taksimwith theJeturn of the 
7 killed from the event was sym.bolicalN significant. Taksim is the heart ofsecular, ur:frah elite, and ;iirn.ost no.one gets ~o, 
hold rallies there. UsuaJly ~'1e Jslar:riist~ight~ when It holds rallies, is only ableto db.so in the surrounding neighborhoods of 
Istanbul. \,\'.iii be very difficultjbr Erdogan to not cede ground to ttie lslarriists. 

Problem is there was no "post~Mavi'.' game P.l!ln for these folks. They are not a credibJe opposition ·to theAkP; there is no 
credible dpposition.tCltheAKP, whiChultimat!HyYigaLt~inks·will leadto.AKPbecoming Its ownworstener:ny. · 

As for r:esult,s of the fy1avi Marrriara, thejury is still out' There,: is some talk of lsra·eli companies ncitgettihg tenders.in 
Turkey; and some dedinein lsrael~Turkey tourism, butfoq early to see. 

Rathel,Schrieller 
International Affairs Fellow 
Council cm Foreign Relations 
Tel: 202'=5.09"B447 
E-mail: rschheller@dr.org 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

logg, Cristina A RELEASED IN PART 
NR, Bl, lA(B), l.4(D) 

Frcim: 
s.ent: 
Subjeci:: 

O'Gra9y, Dani.elJ 
Tuesday, April 26i 2011 6:15 AM 
Turkey Daily Srief- April 26,.2011 

Ca~E!goties:. . Working 
·AttachmentsClassificaUon: 

. . SEC.RET 
Classification: SECRET 

SECRET 

Apr'll 26, 2011 

lS\ Atiriiversanl. Flotilla:I 

"' . "' ~ ~· •rn ~·~ • . U.tf•;:,.1A1E 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E Affi\ii.i\.D 
DATE/CASE ID: 04 AP~20l2 2(}1004163 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
ReturntoTop 

!•r1Jeli~has!i~ Pleas•d 1srae1 Not• TUrklsh Beciioh ls•ue 

.. C~ ... ~o!:op __ ____:_ __ ____Jf1'NR, 
AnrilV.ersciry.Flotilla:I Bl 

i<eturn 10 1 op 

NR 

Media liigtlUghts 

Ret~mto Top:..;.; Read the Latesf:fVledia Reaction (Ankarn 576) 

l:Jpco.mirig Ey~[its 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
RELEASED, NON~RESPONSIVE DELETED 

. LQgg,:Cri$tina.:A NR 

Froll'I: 
sent: 

Norberg, C,had.R 

J8 

To: 
Wedn~sd~y. M~Y, 2s, 2dn 6:38 RM 
EUR~Ambassadora~DL;·EUR'DCM~DL;.EUR-FO"DL; EUR'-Directbrs-DL; EUR-DeskOfficers'­
DL 

Cc: EUR~Staf(A~sistants-PL 
(S) EURGailyActivfty Repcrt for Wednesday, May 25th Subject: 

JEU1lD.aily A¢tiV:ity R¢p()rt 
Wed!lcSday, May 25, 2011 

CARC 
E> (§RT • /0 ""--:"a~ 

UNITE)) ST;\ TES D¥P~Tl\1ENT QF ST ~'fE 
REvrnw AtrtlioruTY:: sHAR.oNE Am\,1Ari 
DATE/CASE ID: ()<J Al'R20i2 201004163 

1. 
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G (C) Austria: I NR 

.... • i® Germany: I 

e. ((])Switzerland: I 

0 

ERA 
--;- .<SiJU).EU I 

NB 
Q fU) Finnish PatU.amentl 

I 

PPD 
--e ·. ffn Poland·! 

I 
Z· 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
NR 

PRA 
-.. -9 .(SBU).IAE:AI 

e <SBUlRussfa:.1 

0 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
© (SBID Kosovo:! 

SE. 
0 (SBIJ) Turkey: IHH Recruiting.for Second:.Gaza Flo:filfor: · An IHH spokesman 

claimed on. May 24 that the organization has:received 500,000: applications to ·participate, . 
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UMB 

UNC~ASSIFIED 
and tbatl,5QOi11ter:p.a~ionaJ acti¥i$ts fa, 15vesselsincluding the Mavi.MarmarawilJ.sail 
the "fastweekofJune2 . Ari ll:iH,~hip is. ~lso,s¢bed~led1o);ai}to El Ari$h, Egypt? on the 
anniv~r$ary oft:be May 3'1 iricidentlo .de}ive.r bµ¢anibirj.an a$sistailce;. Separa:tely,.IHH 
head Bulent Yil<Hrirh staJec:l in a ]\fay 11 ~elevisioniµte:ry,iew that his goal was to solicit a 
million potential candidates, ()f whomJllifu~ted t1umber woul<l be chosen to partiCipate in 
the flotilla~ Yildirim .als9 said that 'f even if w¢ sacrifice Il1cufyrs for this cause, we. Will 
hayejuStice on dtir ~side.,, 

-o- tSBffi.Uktaine: I 

WE. 

e (lJ) Mallta:I 
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UNCLASSIFIED J\2 
Logg, Cristina A 

·Frpm: Kimbrell, Rebecca J 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday\ June 17. 2011 6.:57 PM· 
EUR~Ambassadors-DL; EljR~DCM-DL; l::UR-GG-Dl;. EUR-FO~DL; EUR.:Directors-DL; EUR­
Df:?skOffi.cers"bL; EUR~PMS~DL;'EUR-$taffAssis,t<3r'lts,"'.DL 
{C)El:.IR Daily, Actlv.!f.Y ~eporHor Fridily, June 1 J~ 2011 Subj~ct: 

Classification: .CONFIDENTIAL 
SensltlvityCC>de: sensitive 

co:NFiDENTIAL 
DECL: '6117/2021 

RELEASED IN PART 
NR, BI, L4(B), l .4(D) 

EUR Daily Activity Report 
F.r:iday,,Junel7, 2011 

CARC 
e .f§BU).Geor<iia.: I 

CE 
0 (SBU)<Germanv: I · 

NB 
UNlTEDSTATES'DEPARTMENT o:F· STATE 
REVIEWAU'tHORITY: SHARONC:EABMA:D 
DAT·E/CASE }D: .o4.APR'20.l2 20.10041'63 
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G (SBtJ) UNHRC I NR 

PPD 
-0 nn Balkans: I 

RPM 
NR 

e (§BU) .OUP Contributorrsl 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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0. (SBU) OSCE I 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

§CE 
--e lS:BTn Serbia:! 

SE 
e lSBUtG.r:eece: f 

e (SBU) Tu:rkey:. Mavi Marmara D.ropsUutofFlotiUa~ UIH]eaderBule11tYildirim 
announced lune 17 thatthe.Jviavl.. Marmaia wo:uldnot partic;ipafo in this year's flotilla 
''due to technical issues.'' U-IHofficials say\their Mtivists will se.ek to· participate aboard 
.European vessels instead. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

~ · (SBIJ) Ukraine: I 

s lSB.m France: I 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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& (U) Netherlands:, I 

0 (U) Portmml: I 

e JU) Snain: I 
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Logg,,Cris.timtA 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc; 
Sub}ect: 

Categories: 
Clas5if'j(;ation: 
Di"G: 
MRN:. 
Qr:iginatc>i:: 
Precedence: 

Ac.lion. Office: 
Info Office: 

MRN: 
DateJDTG: 
From: 
Action: 
EJJ.:. 

TAGS: 
Reference: 

Subject: 

1 . (S) Summary: I 

UNCLASSIFIED 
J\5 

RELEASED JN PART 
SMART core:[svpSMARcrHarsRqtSP,rec(?Bsfafo,$g~l Bl, 1.4(B), IA(D) 
Wednesday,· Nov€)mber 231 2Q11'3:~:1 PM . 
Jcmes, Stac:ey [;; VV.eri{Worth;/MarkA; Brown, f(tjstiha M; Hessl€)r; Rol:l~rt E; AhQ, Michael;. 
Hqw.ard; Jeremiah H; Witmer, Kamij\;deQtalvaro,.~uraH;Tany~ G€)org9'R; Baily, Jess L; 
Walston~ Meiissa L;Ferfiandes,; AritlJony C; Ave~. David; Ricciardone; Frands J; Bijariki, 
Ashwin; Duhn, Pa.trick Jvl; Josep1J,p13bb(@incirlik,<3f.sn:iil.r:ti:il; .Gibbs, .. Jennif er H; .·Hay, Andrew 
Vy; Kim, Yuri J; rriariori:sh9~e@incirlik.af;smil.mil; Staffprd, 'Edward G; SLilliVE1n. Corene s 
Roe, CherisE! K 
Scenesetter fodhe December 1 U.S.-lsrael.Strategk: Dialogue 

Archival 
SECRET 
232039ZNOV 11 
11TEL.AVIV1407 '. 
AMEME!ASSYTEL •AVIV 
5,ROUTINE , . 

POI_ 
AMB..-INFO 

SECRET 

11fELAVIV 1407 
Nov'23;·20.1t/232039Z NOV 11 

AM EMBASSY TELAVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE. ROIJTINE 

13526 
PREL; IR, EG,.KPAL, SY; TU; JO, IS 
A)11 TEL AViV 1357 ' 
B}11TELAVIV131.5. 
C) 1·1 TEL AVIV t$b1 
0) 11TEbAVIV 1221 
E) 11TEL AVIV963 

s~enesettedorth~De~rnber 1 tJ.S~-:rsrael Sfrategic Dialogue 

UNITED STA'.C:ES DEPARTMENT OF. STATE 
REVIEWAUTHORITV:.::SHARON E:AlllVIAD 
l>ATE/CASEID: 04:APR2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 

NR 



StateDept01667

UNCLASSIFIBD 

2, (C) Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon. will lead an interagencyGOI 
deleqation o:f senior official::; (see pi;tra.1:4 for f:Ull list)~ l .. 

~~~~~1------------------
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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T1.lrkey: Bl 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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~~~~~~~: ...... 1 ___________ __, 

GOI Delegation 

14. {C) I B 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
IDI Strategic Apalysis Chie.f Col. Udi Avental 

Signature: 

Cfassified By: 
Reason: 
D~lassify On: 
Drafted By: 

Cl.eared By: 

Approvetl By: 
ReleaseciSy: 
Info: 

XMT: 

ActiQn Post: 
Dissemination R.ul¢; 

SHAPIRO 

Name: Daniel Shapiro, Title: Ambassador 
1.4 (a); (b)., (c),(d} 
2036/11/23 

TEL AVIV:Berhs, David 13 
POL:Silverma.n, Robert J 
EEB/ESC/IEC/ENR:Monosson, Danielle .H 
POUEussen,MatthewM · 
POL:Duwan; Gott1ieb J 
POL:tevih,.Jan X 
EXEC:Goldberger, Thomas H 
DAO:JHbodffCyril 
PO LR ES 
EXEC:shapiro, Danifil B (Tel Aviv) 
TELAVIV:Crippen, John . 

WHITE .HOUSE NATJ0NAL sEC:URlTY coUNGILWASHINGTON DCRourmE; ARAB 
iSRJ\ELI CO(LEC:rtV{: ~OUTJNE 
AMEMBA:SSYTRIPOLI 

POL, AMB_INFO 

SECRET 
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logg,<Cristina A 

Fr.om: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

subject: 

Categ.ories: 
Classification: 

Turkish .Demands 

UNCLASSIFIED 

.RELEASED IN PART 
Howard, ;;l!§i'eniiahH Bl, 1.4(B), 1 A(D), NR 
M.onday; Jl1ne28, 4010.·9:36.l\M 
S.iUima.n, OouglasA 
O'Grcldy, Daniel J; Goafrey, ArithoriyF; Litke, Sara L; Ahrj, Michael; Mineo, M~rk R; Price, Adam P · ·.. · · · 

The Israeli Embassy 

Working 
SECRET 

(Ci listing Turkey's demands arisingfrom ·the May 31 
'--~~~~-,...~~~~~~~~~~~~~----' 

M~vi ·Marmara interdktion: 

l!N~'f~p·:ST{\TE$ DEP~Tl\fl.i;}'lT OF STAJE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY: ~UARON EABI\00) 
DATElCASEID::'22MAR20l2 20J00.4163 
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Tie:Sto Kurds 

Jeremiah Howard 
Depllty Polltica·1 coun~elcir 
Er:nba·ssyAnkar~.-Turkey 

T: 90.312.457-'7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

Cfassiffoation: SECRET 
Classifi~d by: J. HoWard,D/POLCOUNS 
ReasQn:. 1A{b),'Cd) 
Declassify On: 202b/06/28 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED J a\ 
RELEASED IN PA.RT 

From: de Otalvaro, LaurirH NR, Bl, 1.4(B), 1.4{D) 
Sent: 
S1.,1bject: 

Moncl~y •. September 13, 2q10 6,:55 AM 
(SE) Turkey DailyBrief-Septembed3; 2010 

Categories: Working 
AttachmentsClasslfication: 

Classification: 
SerisitivityCode: 

SECRET 

September 141 2010 

,(Ul Media, Highlights: .I 
I 
(U) Upcoming' Events: I 

SECRET 
SECRET 
Sensitive 

Ref~rend••.._ .Onens Turkev~s Political. Season 

UNITED STAT.ES DEPA,RTMENTOF STATE 
REVJEWAUTHORITY: SHARON .E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 04 APR2012 201004163 

hts'..Council 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I 

I 

I 

~ 



StateDept01675

UNCLASSIFIED 
NR 

NR 

Turkev Exoects ~Str(jlia Report" on Flotilla from Human Ri!:rhts .Council 
Bl 

Kerurn·to 1op 

NR! 

Return to Top 

Media Hlghligilts 

Return toT op -Read the Latest Media Reaction 
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UNCLA$SIFIED 
Upcoming Events 

NR 

0 

Return to Too 

l:iriks to More lnfO:onTurkey 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

. Logg, Caisti.na A 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Howa.rd, .Jerei:niah H 
Mond$}1,M°ay09, 2011 7:17AM 
{S//NF}TurkeyDany. Brief - May. 9, 2011 

Categories: · Working 
AtfachmentsClaS'slfication~ 

. . SECRET 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 

SECRETl/NdFORN 

Maf9, 2.011 

5/9.: SBU 
C//RELUK Mavi.l\llarmara Anniversa 

(S/NFj 'Additional O~tails, oh May. 4: PKK: 

(U) Media ~ighlight$: I 

.(U) Upcoming Events: I 

Retutn to Top 

RELEASED IN PART 
NR, Bf, L4(B), L4(D) 

I 

NR 

Bl 

NR 

NR 

NR 

11/iavI Marmara Anniversary! . . . . I .· . .·. . Bl 
(C/IREL UK}T.he TurkistUslamist NGO IHH annouriped It 1s SE}J"lding a sinQle· ship May 3t. carrying humanitarian supplies, 
to EIArish where the car owill be. transshi d to Gaza b truck through lh13 Rafah border crossing. 

eturn to .op 

a.ti ditional Details <>n Ma" 4 PKK Kastamonu, Attack 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE' 
RE:VIEWA,urHQRITY:SHA:RON:E AUMAD 
DAT,EtCASE :pl: 04 APR 2012 201004163 
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lJNCLA.SSIFIED 

(U) Media High I ights 

Return fo'Top- Read'the LatestMedia Readio.n CAl1kara 652) 

(U) Upcoming Ev.ent5 

-<eturn to 1 op 

Links .fo Mcn'e Inf~ on Turkey 

Ern~asi;y Al'.lkara's, SIPRN~tWehsite: . Erribassy Ankara 
TurkeyPq~al onlntellip~ia: TurkeyPortal 
Turkey Hyrrii;in 'Rights P()j-tal oli lntem~.di~~TurkeyHuman Rights Portal 
Latest Biographies onTU~key~s .leaders:. TurkeyBjos 
Turkey Daily Brief Arrihives: ros:s1oq, · 

Pear TDB :Re.aders: As o('Noyernber ?9, 2910, per tttState }21496. the . 'fuli.text. ,of cla~sifje.d Mission Turk,erca.bles will 
nofon~erpe,posted by SJPD/Sto the Net-Centric Olp!orf1acy(NCDJcorr11rtuo;ty.·· .. 'l:fyP.erlinks willf!f? provide~ to the State 
Department's SMART'Archive, For interagency::co//eagcies who are kiterestecNn :thefiJl/textofcables but can not access 
the ·sMARTArchive, please contact 'Lauraide Ota/yato and she Wilf.'i1ssist you. 

Please direcpnquiries or report problems to. Laura de Ot13lvaro ( debtalv~roLf':l@s~ate.sgov.gov). 

Today'sTDB EdifofWC!s·Berna Keen; POL, .Embassy Ankara. 

Classifit;id py Deputy POLCOUNS Jeremiah Howard,.E:O. 13526; reai;olls 1A (b)and ·(d). 
DECL:05/08/2021 
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R:ELEASEDINPART ;,;~ .Logg, Crlstin~ A 

FrC!m: 
Sent: 
To: 

SubJecit: 

C.lassiflcaiion: 
s~nsitivityCode:: 

Kimbrell .• Rebecca J NR, Bl, 1 A(B), 1.4(D) 
Friday; 5ept¢mber.OQ; 201 t:9:3E)Pfy'i 
EUR·Ambai;sadors"DL;. E:UR-DCM'-DL; E.UR-CG.•DL; EUR-FO·DL; EUR~Director5~DL; EUR:. 
[)e~kbfflcers4JL;.EUR~oMs~DL; EUR-:Stciff Assi~tants~bi. · · · 
(C/NF) EURDailyActivity'Repor:t fcir Friday, September 9,20~ 1 • 

UNCLA$S.IFl~D 
Se.hsitlve 

CONF1DENTIALINOFORN 
DECL:. 9/8/2011 

EUR DailyAc,tivity :Rep():r::t 
Fidd~y, Septembeir 9, "2CH1 

CARC 
o ,;.;;1K:a1r~eoll"aian Goveirrimentl 

CE 
s f[;J)·Austrfa:'s OMVI 

0. ((J) Bulgarfa.::I I 

l~=:-:-:=------11 UNl'.fED ST.ATJ!:S.DEPARTIVQJ:~T OF ST.ATE 
REViEW AUTHORITYi SHARON'EAIIMAD 
DATE/CA.SEID: 04·APR2012 201004163 
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PP:O 
e fU) Plans for USGOutreaeh:I 

e (U}France:·I 
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RPM 
,.,- CSBU) NATO 1 

RUS .---------------------------. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

SCE 
e (.IJ), Montenei!ro:.I 

I 

io <Ill C:roatial 

SE 
e (C/NF) Turkey: .ErdoganSaysTurkisbNayy wili.Protecfturkisb Ships in 

Mediterranean: I . . . . . . . . PM Erdogan~s remarks; as reported by Al Bl 
.Taiieera: "There:istmdoubt .thatthe.Turkishmilitary'sliipsare.responsible to protectjts 
d'wn ships. The priority: step iS this~ Andthere are humatiitarian aids that we will make 
there. Andthose,humanitarianassistances willnotbe·atlacked:.asithappened to Mavi 
Marmara." I 
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C!I an:cwrus:·I 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

WE 
al CSBU).freland: I 

e (U)Malta:I I 

o (IJ) France: I 

0 (U)lJK:! 
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NR 

@. fSBIJ): Germanv: I 

i . 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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e fIB Netherlands: I 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED~ 
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Logg, .Cristin~ A 

UNCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED, NON-RESPONSIVE DELETED WR . .. . -
From: ~Kim, Yuri J 
Sent: 
To.: 
;cc: 

Thursday; September 29, 2011 6:50AM 
Baiiy; Jess L; Kilner,.ScQtt F 
Dayton, J9'1n ,V;i(Win) (Istanbul); drapE:lr; hannai;l a:(lstanbul) 
RE: ·Coordination · .Subj4')ct: 

A.ttachmentsClassification: 
. PN.CLA$$1Fl,ED 

Gtassificatipn: UN91;.AS.SIFIED 
Se11sltl\'ityCode: $ensitive 
SMAftTCat¢9ory: Wbi'king 

seinsitive 
Thisemail.is UNCt.ASSIFIED •. 

. i=rom:.Baily,)ess L 
~n~:.Thurscl~y, septeri1b(;!r•2Q,·.2on ·10:35AM. 
To: l<ilner,.ScottF; Kitni Yuri J 
CC: Oqyton; )ohi:i Vil (V/iri}(iStanbul); draper, hannah a (Istanbul). 
$ubject:.f{E:.·.toordrnatton 

Sensitive 
This emallJs UNCLASSIFIED. 

!From: Kilner, Scott F 
sent: Thursday, $epternber 29, 201+ 10:32 AM 
To: Bally,Jessl; Klm,.Yuri) 
c~: Daytdn,,John.W (Win) (Istanbul); draper, harinah a (Istanbul) 
Subject: Coordination · 

Jess; Yuri-

Thanks~ 
UNI'J'.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEWA:IJTHORITY::SHARON E AHMA:D. 
DATE/CASE'Il): 04 :AP]l 2012 201004163 
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Scott 

From: 
Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Sensilive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

SMARTCer.e 
Thi!rsday, September 22;,20ll 05:35 :24 
MitcpeJJ, S~amar ;p; '8chwartZ~ JudltkC (Istanbul); Lindenfeld, SetlrJ(Istanbu1); j\shworth,. TonyaR 
(Istanbu.l); Gi:9~s~. Lis~ T. (Istal}b,ul);Dayton, Johij. W (Wirt) {IStanb~l); draper, 'hamial! a (Istaribi.11)~ 
Sctlvrter;:KittiberlyK (Istanbul); McKay, Roland b; Ragan, AnthonyP; ACCOUNT, TOY; Kim . 
TQ"Y;Yµtj; Brqokiµs, .La,tir;iM 
Bido.u,. Susan:Iyf (Istanbul); Wong, ·Susan W mtanbul); Faillace, Richard J (Istanbul); Donadieu; Noah 
A 

Subject: Scenesetter:for CO DEL :Burton Visit to.Turkey 

UNCLASSIFIED 
$BU 

Action::Office: 
Inf () .. Office: 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

F.rom: 
Acti<:lri: 
E:O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 

Subjact: 

l .. ISBU) 

RSO; ECON, PAS, DCM 
COOEL 

1:(A~kAf{A 1:5~3 
Sep 22,~20111221434Z SEP 11 

AME:MJ3AS$¥ ANKARA 
\f'{A$f'DG;SECST ATE ROUTINE 

13526 
RREL, EC()N,J:TRb, OREP 

CODEL, SENSITIVE 

:scenesetlerfor.COBEL Burton Visit.to Turkey 

2' 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

lsrde.1 

9. (SBU) Gn,Moy ?J; 20 l O; a flotillq of ships, orgahized in part by a Tl:irkish NGO, IHH, departed 
· Turkey with the goal of bredl<ingJsraers blocka¢1e ?·f Gaza. lsrqel Defens~ Forc:e {IDF} 

commandos fost,;tppec:I frpin ·helic6plers onto. th~ flqgship, the' Mavi Marnmra. and 
imniedi.cit~ty.encountered violence::from:the passengers .• The comrnc;mcjos respdnd¢d with 
deadlyforce,killing·ei~btTurks and oneTiJ*ish-Americqri. The ir'l<:ident hgs gravelysfrained 
Turkish-lsrdeli ·re lotions .. A several-mpnths,;long .low.:profile effort by senior Turkish· andJsraeli 
diplomatsto hammer o.ufan opology/?ol)lpt9nsaf!onJonnulo fail,ed in e9tlySeptehiber, as 
the UN's Pa.lrner"CommissiQnr¢1easecl arepoi'tt.ha.t uph(31d theJegality of the blockade and 
deterr.nineci that /the Government. of lsraeLhad usedoexC:essive qnd unreqs?pqt;>le fcxqe. 
Turkeyhas responded.by (l) down-g[qding :diplornaticreldtions1 .(2) suspending all military 
agreernents,· 1:3) q~c;lorirYg it w.!11 taK~ measures to ~nsure the<freedorn of navigation in.the 
eastern Mediterranean,. (4Jrequesfihg fhatthelnti3riJ¢tiqnql C:purtof Justic::e>flt;J) examine 
th~ l.f3golity (;)Hhe :Gazo plO<:kod~; <J:hd :(5) suppprtirag all flotilla victims inpursulng lawsuits' 
agoinst·lsraeL Highty charged rhetoricJrom leaders on.oqth sri:les ha~ moqe .rdpprQ<:.hem13rit 
difficult, complicoting our efforts foinflu~ncethe c0urse<otthe Arab Spripg; we wont them 
to put aside their dispvte ond work tog·etlV~r'with us in encouraging the Middle East towards 
democracy and prosperity. 
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Signature: 

Draftei:IE!y: 
Cleared By~ 

Appl'ov~By; 

Rei$ased By: 
Info: 

Attachm!'!nts: 

Acilcin•POst:. 
Di~seminatl9rl Ru'le: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Ricciardone 

.A.NKARA:Howard,.Jeremiah 
Kim, YufiJ 
B~ilYf J¢·ss L 
POL:Duiill, Patrick M 
PMA:staf!ord, ~dWcirdi G 
EC.ON:Fernanc!es; Cheryll: 
EUR1SE:RiC£<iarpolle; Fran~i~ J 
ANKARA: Kim,; Ylfrl J 
ISTAN~UL, AMtbNSULRd(Jt/NE 
Metaaata.dat 

CODEL;RSO; ECON.PAS, DCM 
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Logg,Cristio.a :A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Classification: 
SMARTAetlon: 
Si\llARJ ~pprover.Name: 
Sil/iARTAJ'chiveQnly: 
SMART Classification: 
SMART ClassificlJ• By: 

UNCLASSIFIED; 
J?J7 

RELEASED IN ,PART 
Kini, Yuri J NR, 131, 1.4(B), 1.4(D) 
Friday, September 30i 20119:16AM 
Bijanki,.AshWin . 
FOR ~ELEASE: CODEL S:urtqn(lnd.P.M Erdogan Discuss Israel, Cyprus, CT, MD, Economy 

CONFIDENTIAL 
w AsHoc, SECSTATE 
Ricciardone, Francis. J//EURJSEI/ No . . . 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Ffancis J. Ricclard.ohe, AMB 
,State 
Reason(s): 1.4 (b); (d) 

SMART Clearer Names: Kii:n; Yt:lriJ//// 
SMART b.eclassification: DECLASSIFY ON: 2021/09/29 
SMART Ptaft Typ~; ·. . 3 . 
SMART Drafter Computer Name: 

Sl\llt\flT D~ftE)riP: 
SMART DraftetName: 
$MART .Pratter 01"9: .. 
SMART Drafter UserlD: 
SMART EOf\lum: 
;SMART Final: . 
SMARTlnfb: 

.SAl'JKARATS01 
112~1a.19.oA6 
Bijanki;AsnWin 
AN.KARA 
EUR\p)j<lrikla 
1295~l 
F~lse ....... · ......... · .. ·. .. ... .. .. .. . . ... . .. . 
(j1AWA.$JllN(;TQN 09R.L1I;Al!f'i;QIAWf\SHIN(3TOfi.1·[)C RHEFDIA;NATi()l',IAL SECURITY 
CQl.iNCIL WASHINGTONDC'8HEHAAA;EUROPEANPOLITICAL COLLECTIVE (D/F) (UN) 

SMAAT Mess<lge Typ~; New 
SIVIA.RT MessageCategoiY:SMART 
SMAJlT1N()FORN: False 
SMJ\RT: Options: . . FFTTF 
SMART l?reCedenceUst: <?xmt version=,.1.0~.?> 

<Addresseedptions$torage> 
<x.~:schemci•~d=~Adgr~i;~eeOpU()!lSStorcig~" 

targetN~mespac.e='"littp://ternpµri,qr9f Ad~resse·eQptionsSforage.xsd" 
xi:nlhs:rns.tns="bttp:J/fompt:JrLorgiACldr:esseeO(jtioiisStorage.xsd" 
xm!ns=~h}tp:l/temPuri.o~g/Addr~si>.eeqpuon~tor?ge;xscl"' . . . .. 
XIJ'llns:x.s="httpt/lyiMJ'W.W~~org/2Q0.1JXMLS~h(:)n'fa'! '-<l'.Tlln~:r.nsq~tci="urn:scl;lernai;-m.icrosoft­
com:xml-msdata" attributeFormb.efault="qiJi;llifledM·etEimentForm.Detault::"qualifiedll> 

9cs:el.ement.narne="Add~e.sseeOpUons$torage".msdata:tsDataSet='itrue'' 
msdata:UseCurre11tLocale="true~> 

<xs:cornptexTyPe> · · 
<xs:choice.minOceurs="O" maxOccurs;=''unbounded"> 
<xs:E!lemenf~\:lm~:;::"Ad!'.lresseeOPtiPns':> 
<xs:ccimplexJype> 
<xs:sequenbe> .. · . .· 
<xs:etemEirit n.ai:ne::;" Mtionlnfo1' type='.'}'(s:s,rjng" /> 
<xs:alement n'am.e=''.N?rrie,"· t}tpe="x~:stririg'; /> 
<xs:elemeritname="Rrecedenee~· ·zype~xs:string"./> 
<xs:el.em.entn~me=''Office" ty~="x$:str:ing" minO.ccurs="O"/> 
<xs:eternentn~rne=''l~en"· M>e=llxs:b()oleari" <lefault="false~ I> 

</xs:seqQence> · 
<lxs;complexType::> 

</xs.:e!ement> · 
</xs:choice> 

</xs:complexType> 
<xs:unique.·naoo:e="C()nstrajnt1''> 
<xs:~et.~ctor JCp(lt~=~;//li)stns:f.\ddr13sseebptions· 1> 
<xs:field xpatti=''mstns:Name~ /> 

</xs:uriique> 
</xs :e.tem.ent> 

UNJ.TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHQRITY::SfiARONE AHMAD 
DATE/CASEID:04APR2012. 201004163 
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SMART Precedence list: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
</xs:schema> 
<diffgr:di[fg(arn.·xrnlns:ITls<;l~ta=~i:irn:schemas-tnir;rosoft-com:xml-msdata'' 

.xmlns:diffgi'='.'urh:scheinas~inieros()ft"C!)l'rl :xml"diff gram~v1 ''> 
·<Address.eeOptionsStorcigexmln~:c:"http:ltternpun.orwAddresseePpti()osStoragei;xsd"> 

<AddresseeQptiqns dlffgT:id~''Addresse¢Qptions·1"·msdata:roWOrdet="O" 
diffgr:hasClianges'='1nserted~> 

<Actioril rif6::>ACTION<IAc:ti()nlJ'lfo> 
<Nam.e>WASKDC,·· SECSTATE</Name> 
<P.recedem::e>IMMEDiATE<JP.recedenee> 
<office/> · · · · 
<lsZein>false</lsZen> 

<ff\ddres~~eOptions> . . . .. . . . . 
<Ad~r¢sseeQptions j;Jiffgr;id="Addresseei0ptions2" insdata:roWQrder="1" 

diffgr:hasChahges="ihserted"> 
<Actionlnfo>INFO<iActionlrifo> 
<Ncirne>J$TAi\JBQL, ;\Mcof\i13QL <JNcim?> 
<Preeooence>ROUTINE</Preeedence> 
<Office)> 
·<lsZen>false</lsZen> 
</AddtesseeOp~ions> 
<AddresseeOptions. diffgr: ld="Add.ressee0ptions3" msdata:row0rder="2" 

diffgr:ha~Cha~g~="inserte.d> 
· <Actjonll)fo.>ll\IFQ</Actionlnfo> . . ... . .. . . . . 
<Name>CDRUSCENTCOM.MACDILL AFB .. FL RHMF.ISS</Name> 
<Pr.ecedence>ROUTINE</Precedence> · · 
<Office/> 
<rsZen>false<:/lsZen> 

<I Addr'esseeO ptions> 
<Aqdr.ess~()ptipns diffgr:id=~Ad~resseebplions4" rrisdata:rowOrder-:~3" 

diff gr:hasChanges::~inserted'~> 
· <Actionlnfo>INFO</Actionlnfo> 
<:Name~AF~§i pj::T:qg1 ANl\ARA ti.J. RUEUITH</Name> 
<Precedence.>ROUTINE</Precedence> 
<Offiee'1> 
<::lsZen::1alse</lsZen>· 

<//\d(lr.esseeQptioos> . . . . .. .. . . . . 
</\9d.rl3Sl;lee()ptions·diffgr:id=".Addreissee0ptions5"· msdata:rowOrder-"4" 

diffgr:!}asChCJnges::i:iilnserteq"> 
<Aclionlnfo>INFO</Actipnlnfo> 
<t.Jarne>MNF~I C2X SAGHDAD IQ RUEPMNF</Narrie> 
<Prei::edenee>ROUTINE<!Precedence> 
<Office)> 
<lsZen>false</lsZen> 

<JA(;Jdre$seedptions> 
<AddresseeOptioliS·diffgr:id=~Adp~esseeC)ptions6" msdata:rowbrder=~5i• 

diffgr:h<:!sChanges=~insenedi'> 
<A'ction lnfo>INFO</ Actionlhfo> 
<Name>CIAWASHINGTON DC RUEAllA</Name> 
<Precedence::>RC)UTfNE<::/Precedence> · · · 
<Offlc~:t> . . . 
<iszen>false</lsZen> 

</ AdpresseeOptioris> 
<Adc;lress~~Options djff gr:id="AddresseeOptions7" ri1 sdata:row0rder="6" 

diffgr,nasctfanges="inserted"> . 
<Attibnlnfo?INFO.c::/A.¢tionlnfo> 
<Name>.blAWASHINGTbNDC ~RHEFDIA</Name> 
<F>recederic~>RoliTINE</Pretedence> · 
c::Office I> 
<lsZen~false<:llsZen> 

</AddresseeOptions> 
·<Addre$see0ption~ diffgr:i.d=~~AddresseeOptionss"· rrisdata:row0rder="7" 

diffgr:hasctiailges:::~inserted">. · 
<fllctionlnfo>iNF0<:/Actlqnlrlfo> 
<Name>EUCOM 'POLADV~IHINGE:N GE RHMCSUU</Naine:> 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SMAR.T .Precede.nee list: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
<Precedence>ROUTINE</Precedence> 
<Office/> · · 
<lsZen>false:<=/lsZen> 

</AddresseeQptions> 
<Address~Qptloris ·diffgr:id="Addressee0ptioris9" msciata:row0rder="8" 

diffgr:hasChanges="inserted"> 
<Actionlnfp>INfO:</Actionlnfo>. . . . 
<Narne>JQINT S"(AFFWASHINGTON DC RHMF1$S</Name> 
<Precedence>ROUTINE<!Preeedehce> 
<:Office/> 
<lsZen>false</lsZen> 

<1Adclresseebpu(}ns> 
:<AddresseeOplit:ms ·diffgr:id="Addtessee0ptions1 a~ msdata:rowQrder='!9" 

'diffgr:hasChanges="inserted"> 
<Actionl.nfo>INfO<iA<:;tionlnfo> 
<Name>NATIONALSECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DCRHEHAAA</Name> 
<PrecedehciPROUtlNE</Precedenc:e> 
<Office/> 
<isZen>false</lsZen> 

</AddresseeOptions> 
c::AddresseeOptl9ns diffgr:id=uAddresseeOptlons:11 "·msdata:row0rcler="1 O" 

diffgr:has.Cnanges6"ins~fled\':> 
<,l)\ctionlnfo>INfO</Actionlnfo> 
<Name>SECPEFWAE;HINGTQN. DCRUE.KJCS</Name> 
<Precec1e.nce>ROlJTINE</Prececle11t:e> 
<Office/> .. · · 
<lsZen>Jalse<;/lsZen> 

·</Addre~ee(?ptions> 
<Address~Qptiohs diffgrzid=''AddresseeOptidns12"rnsdata:rowOr<ler=~11n 

diffgr:hasChanges:::~inserted"> 
<Actionlnfo>INFOc:;/,t.;clionlnfo::> 
<Name>EWROPEAN·POLiTICALCOLLECTl\/E(DIF)•(UN)<JName> 
<i:>receden&i>RdUTINE<tPrecec!erice> · 
<Office!> 
-<lsZen~@se</lsfen> 

</t...d,ciressee()ptions> 
;<I AddresseeQptionsStorage> 

</djffgr:(liffgram> 
<./AQdrE!sseebpti.on.sStorcige> 

SMAR.l Pri":acy~tt: o ' 
SMAR,TRe!ease Subject: .COD EL Burton and. PM Erdpgan Djscuss.lsrael, Cyprus, CJ, MD. Economy 
SMARTReleaser.Naine: l<r---:ClassState/ou=Anl<a~ A$/cn=Recipients/cn=BijarikiA 
:;~~'~i;C~:to:, ~ijanki, Asflw1ri- · · 
sMt\irrf;:jgs: PREL;TU 
SM,ARTTernPlateJD; True 
Sl\11-':\RTCat~~C),.Yi For Release 
SMARTClasslficationData:. . 

<:?xml·version="t.O''?> 
·-<ClassltiG<lti(>nMarkingsxrnlns*;i="n~p://wtNf'.\Y3.or9/2001/XMLSchema,instance~ 
xmlns:xfid='''http:l/WiNw,w3;org/20011XMLScherria" 
xmlns=''http://SmartMessage:Sfate.GdV/vi"> 
<Classification xmlns=""> 

<8ser1D>Frcincis .j, Ricciardone<ttJserlD> 
<TiUe>AMB:C:ffitle> 
<R~i;ii;on:;,o(b),:(q)~/f.{ea~on> 
<ClassificationCode>CONFlDENTIAL</ClassificationCode> 
<AuttiorttY>6CA</Authority;> 
<ClassifipationDafe>2Q11\0!:l~zg</Classificf3~ionDate>· 
<.A,gency>State</Agency> 
<Office.I> 
<GlasslficationType>CO</Classification Type> 
<NAJO>fali;e</NATO> 

</Classifieation> 
3 
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SMARTClassificationt)ata: 
UNCLASSIFIED 

<DownGradeDeClassifylriforinatioll xmlns='"'> 
<:DeClassify> 
<DeCla.ssifyEvent>W21/09i.2~/PeClassifyEvei1t> 

</DeClassify> 
</DownGradeDeClassifylhformafion> 
<Attachm13pts .xm lns~"">tJ</ Attachll'.lerits> 
<MessagetyPe ~mlns='rn>NEwARCHIVAL</Message Type> 
<C,lcissifi~atiorff ype ·xmlns;::i'">.1oyEARS</Classiflcatio1JType> 
<ClassificationWithou~ttacllrnents•xrri.lns=''\'> 

CdNFIDENTiAL</ClassificatioriWitl:ioutAttachments> 
. <Classificati6nWithAttachmenfs xmlns'="":> . . . 
CONFIDENrlAL<tc1a~sificationWitl:iAttachments> 
<Reasons> 

<stf"ing:>(b)</strjng> 
<strihg>(Cl)</string> 

</Reas ohs> 
<ISNoforn>false</lsNqforn> 
<lsGorrectedCopy>fal~e</lsCorrectedCopy> 
<EoLine>2021/09i29'</EoUne> 
<lsVerffied>false</lsVer~ied> 
·<RetainClassiffoatlon>tn.te</RetainClassification> 
<lslilitiaHzed>tru~...:11s1nitialized> 

</ClassifieationMarkingS> 

1 .. (C) SUMMARY: Reps. Dan Burton,. Lynn Woolsey, W;:illy Herger, \firginia Foi<x, Collin Peterson, and Steve King iffan 
extended and'livelv meeting With PrimeMinister,ReCeP rayyip ~rclqgan I 

2. (C)Accompanied. py ~~e Ambassador, Reps . .Dan Burton, Lynn Woolsey; Wally'Herger;\firginia Foxx, Collin Peter5on, 
and.S~eve.i<ing·m¢~ PIV!Erdogan atthe PM~s offidal residence on the evening ofSeptember 27 .. Erd!;iganV>'as 
accompanied• by: his· daughter; GUldal Aksit; the head·ofthe AKP wc:il;i'lell's wirig1 and Murat Ersoy;, MFA Deputy Director 
Generatfor~heArneticas~ The PMI 

Israel 
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6. (C):Erdogan.said I 

Mis5ile :oefense 

Cypfos 

11 ·tr\ I 

UNCLASSIFIED 
N 

Bl 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
NR 

c()unt~ring·Terrorism 

:1,4.1 

Econoniv 

Press P.oints 

17. (C) COD EL Burton did no.t have a chance to clear on this cable. 

6 
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UNCLASSIFIED Ji.\3 
CLAssIFicATION: ·UNCLASSIFIED 
Se1lsitiVe 

·From: 
~t: 

To: 
Cc: 

Godfrey;.Al"lthony F 

. . ·. Pagel of2 
RELEASED IN PART 
B5 

Sulijed: 

Frietay, June 04, 2010 s:os AM 
Silliman, booglas A; Witmer, Ke1mi A 
Howard; Jeremiah fl . · 
RE: FW: 1(COLMF.A BRIEFING ON OP~RATIONAL ANt:l LEGAL A$PECTSOF 
GAZA·FLQTIUA:.INCIDENT 

Anthony. 

sensitive 
This email ,1suNcLAss1F1Eo. 

----··-····--··· - ---· .,, __ ,. ___ ,_.....;... __ _;,...._;____;_· ---·--~--- --
Fro.m:: Slll!man,.bc>ugla,s A ·. , 
5enhTQursdav1..Jur:iE? 03, 2oio1:isJ>f-1' 
To: G<xifrey; .Mthony F; Witmer, Kami A 
cc: i:tow.ard, Jeremiah H 
•·Sllbijecl:: FiN: FW:. (CO). MFA BRIEFIN(; ON 0f>l;RAT10NAL AfJ'D 1!.EG/\L ASPECTS OF GR.A•· FLOTILLA 
INCIDENT 

Anthony,. 

Please look carefully at this and see how helpful it ist.oour.effor:tswith the Turks, 

Doug 

Douglas A. Siiiiman .. 
Deputy ChiefofMissior:i· 
l..iS EmbassyArikafa;Turl<ey 
9(}-3l2'455~5555x7l90 

This documentis UNCJ..ASSIFIED wherr:separated froni CONFIDENT [.Ac~. attachment(s). 
Classifica~lon: .CONFIDENTIAL 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
sensttiVe 

U~UTEP SlA'.f,E$ l)EP,A.RT:MEN'TOF S'fA'fE 
REVIEWA_UTHOiUTY:·~aARONE AHMAD 
DATEiC~SE m: 04 APR2.o12. 2Ql0()4f63 UNCLASSIFIED 

Printed By: Witmet, Kami A 
Page"'l of2 
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UNCLASSIFlED 
ClASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

Classified by: 
Reason: 

Ooµg $111fi:nan •. DCM, EXEC;. State 
1.4{b);·(d)' . 

Declass.ify On: 2035/0$/03 

From: .Levin, Jcin X 
~ilt: i:hursday; Junem, 20101:22 PM .. . . . . .. 

Page 2 of2 

"ll"o: NEA~IPA~DL;cNEA~Staff-'AsSist:inj:S~DL;·Ga:taJ='lo.tilla Monltor':lng.G~qup 
subject: FW: {CG) Mi=A BRIEFING,oN ol?ERATIONALAND LEGALASPEcrS.oF GAZA FLOTILLA 
INODENT 

This just·out of Em:tinssy Tel Aviv. Thanks. 

Jan I .(!vin,.AIPolCC$tins 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
SensJtive 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Printed By: Witmer, Kami A 
Pagc2of2 
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RELEAS:ED<IN PART 
Bl, 1.4(B), L4(D). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1. (C) SUMMARY: An Ocfobei'25 Turkish pr~ss artitle alleged the lsraelDefence Forces (IDF) interdicted 
the Gaza~bouncl hUmahitaria.n aidflotilla May·31 rdespite· knowingtheTurkish NGO organizer .had' agreed 
to divertthe ships to the Egyptian port of Al Arish~ 

SUMMARY. 

s. (l!)Tl.Jrkish mf:!di<! 10ttpber26 replayed the Story, The "H,urr:iYE!t D<1ily J-Jew.$~; quotec;l IHH ch,ief. Bule.nt 
Vll.dirim ·as saying the a.gr~~d upon ti Al-Aris!lformula" had been relayed tb·the G_citMay 28 wherithe 
M.FA illformed ''J.arnesJeffrey1the.U;S. ambas:sad.or to Turkey, about this formulci andJeffi"eythen called 
James Cunningham, the U5; ambassador to Tel AViv, to convey the information; Israeli o.fflcials 
sµbseq!]ently gothi touch with Ankara." 

6~ (c) COMMENT: I 

'UNIVED STATES DEPARTMENT OF.STATE 
:R.E::VIEW.AUTHO)U'.1¥: SHARON EAHMA:D 
c. L~.·.·.ss.··ll!J;·c·A .. '.ftqN.• .=.,<:;:o~. 1D.ENTI.·.· ... ; ,U, lffiAsQN:1i4rn),1J,CJ2· .. )L .· .···· ... :.·,. . . 
DF;CLASS'.IFYAFTER: 1 APR2022 LJNCLASSifffil) 
DATE/CASE ID: 04'APR 2ili2 . 201004163. 

J4b 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED, NQN..;RESPONSIVE.DELETED 
NR Ambassador.Ricciar?~n~.Talking Points 

For IJ/S Sm1rboglu 

s Bahrain:. I 

e. 

e Human mgJit~ .(:()l!.JlCiJ: ·. V\:'~ :~Jr.~ .p~eparoecl .to vote a,gai.nstthe resolution you 
are proposing afthe BRC in Geneva~. Ambassador Tandemarehed A/S.'Gordon 
on March l'7, asking for u~s. support or at least:abstention ona resolution Turkey 
drafted requesting follow up of the fact findingmissfon report. On March.21,the 
Coundl will·consider a report from 1:heHigltCbmmissioner 011.the Gaza flotilla 
issue. Turkey's:resolutions vihich- condemns.Israel,is.an.effort to.:keep the issue 
alivein:the.IIRC. Tbe:U;$, has consistently: opposed .HR.Cacti on. on theJlotilla 
issue; ·we·continue.·toview the. UN:Secretary.:deneral' s.'''PahnerCoDlIIlissfon'', 
which Turkey and lsraef support,.as the.primary method for· the iritemational 
community fo:review this. incident. 

UNITED STATES:DEP ARTMENT.QFSTATE 
:REviitwAUTndruri: sH.A:RoN:E Am1AD 
DATE/CAS:Em: o4.Ai>il2012· 201004163. UNCLASSIFIED· 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

NR 
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. Logg; Cristi.naA 

Fr.om: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

categories: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

RELEASED IN.PARTJG} 

Kim;Yui'IJ NR, Bl, 1 A(B), l .4(C) 
WednesdC1Y1··Jutyd.6, 2().11·~6:2$ AM 
Gprdon, Philip H: Kaidan.¢wi TihaS;·Riley, }<obert J; Gregohis, Me~han · E; 
'agodfrey@nss;eqp~sgov.g()\i'; 'eshery...Ood~rarida!l@nss.e6p:sgov;gov'; Feltman, J,effrey D; 
Dibble, Elizabeth l; Cretz, Gei:ieA; $lillivan, JC1coti J 
Sillimaf'I, Dquglas A; Rlcci<!fdone, Fr;;incis J; Howard, 9erEimi~h H; Treiber, Laird O; Stafford, 
EclW?l'd .G;'. Ford~ .Robert$; Hunter, Charles F•{Baghdad);. Wlthier,. Karrfr A; .Fernandes, Chef}'! 
•L 
.ba:vutoglu: Telcon w/S, re: id~ya, ~yrla, lsrae!, etc. 

Working 

JJNJTE,~ • . . . _.,.,.., ... Hu""""'····''."".'" o .. '".~ 
REVIEWAUTHORifl.'::SHARON.E AHMAD 
DATEiCASE-ID: 04 ARR 2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED 

NR 
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PALEsTll\!Efl 

ARMENIA/.AZERBAIJAN/NK:I 

HALKl:I 

We'll getoutfront•cha11neJs.on above later today. 

Yuri 

YURI KIM 
Poli.tical i:ounseior 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
sen,sltMty: Sersjtive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Classified by: Yu~F~im, P<llitfcalCounsel()r, Einbassy·Ankara 
Reason: 1.4(b);(d.) 
DeclassifyOh:2021 /07/06 
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LQgg,. Cristina A 

From: 
s~iit: 
To: 

€c: 
Subject: 

SECRIT/NODIS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
.. ··•. • . .·.' ' .. · · .. ·.' .. \.53 
. RELEASED IN PAR'f-1 · 

Qunningh~m. J;;imes.6 
NR, Hl, 1.4$),. t.4(D) 

Tu~day, J11~e 28; 2011 5:07,IXM 
Walles, Jacob; Hale, DavidM;Rudr'nan, Mara; 'Shapiro, D~riiel B. '; 'Ros~, Dennis R'; 'Steve 
simcin (15Simon@ris~'.eop.sgqy,golf.)l; Rabinstein; DanietH; biCarlo, Rosemary A (USUN.); 
No.s:sen .Suzanne F; Gordon.Philip H; Ricci!;lr.d911e. Fri:mcis J 
Goldberger; Thomas H; LeV.iri1J~ri X; Sutpblri; Pa.LJl8 
Discussion with N~tanYahu:'SYJ'ia, Turkey · · 

I had dinner witl:i a ·cheerful and'expansive· Prii:Oel\llinister.athis ,residenceJune 26, He soent a considerable amount of 
time spec:ulating about deY,elopm1mts intheregipnl. NR 

Discussion ofNegotiatio11issues .. in ?eParateemail. 

UNITED STATES ~ERl\.'R'J'M$NTQF STATE 
REVIEW AlJ'I1HORITY: slli\R()N. KAiI'MAJ> 
CLASslFICAl'ION: ,SECRET'.·ruiASON: .. 1.4(B),. L4(D) 
nltctAsSIFYAiiTER: · i APlf ioh 'UNCLASSIFIBD 
DATE/Cj\SE'lD: 04' APR2012 201004163 

B1 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

logg, Cristina A RELEASED rn PART 

From: · Bajly, Jess L MR, Bl, l A(B), l.4(D), B.5 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Mon9ay~ t>Jiar.ch 21 .• 20}1 7:0;3·PM 
Riceiardone; Fr.:inCis J; Kaidanbw, Tiria S;.Hlley,. Robert J; :O'Grady, Daniel J 
. FW:'RE:Arnb RicciatdoneTalking· Pointsfor U/SSi~irUoglu 

Categories: Working 

Noted.one small phr:asefrom Siriirliogluonthe HRC/fiofi!la issu!!I 

fl 

Sensitivity: Sensitiv:~ 
Cla$~if'i<:ation:. sf;CRET 
Dedved ·From:· b.erived from previoµs messag~ in thread. 
Decla5sify On: 2021/03/19 

From:. Ric;<;:lardone,, Frands} 
~nt: ~turday/f.iarch, 19, 2Qll 7:()4 AM 
to: l;tiley; Rpbeit J; SES-O~swO~hty 
cc: KMdanc:iw; Tina $; 'czollin~, Jeffrey s.:; Jaworski; Richard E; Godfrey, Anthony :F; O'Grady, Daniel J; EUR;.SEHU~DL; 
'K~niJa, Usa';.lf5<;iu@nss;eop;sgov •. !::J9v1; Gorcloti,J>hilip H;'~Stiei'Wooo.:Randall; ·t:nzabeth';Daalder,Ivo H; Rlvkln, Charles 
H; AUegro11e, Kathleen H; F9rd1 Roberi: S; 5cllliclJ~r, 'Rpncild L; feltrriari, Jeffrey D; .Cunningham, James B; Smith, James 
B;.ziadeh,Susan l; \IViUiams, Stephanie r; Shampail1e, NiC:Ole.D 
Silbjetj: 8E.: 1Amb R!Cciardc:m~Tall~ing Points for U/S Slnirlioglu 

Th.is isa res(!nd tqfix r:nissi11g. line in item #3~Jn qfigir:ial outgoi(ig; 

SES":"O pis pass El.JR +S s:ta'fflnParis;. als<i to LJ/S Burris@> 00!3 Saturday (Sitiii"lioglu asked for Burns' location 
so I expect he maytryto phone today); NEA addees pis pass to interested colleagues in bureau +.at posts: 

1. TU:-FR~LV: .I 

UNITEDSTATES··DEPART·MENTOF STATE 
REVIEWAUTHORITY: SJIARON E.AHMAD 
DAT'.!UCASE ID: 04 AP.ll 2012 201004i6~ 

l 

UNCLASSIFIED. 

1 

NR 

NR 



StateDept01711

UNCLASSIFIED 

2. Iran -Syria I 

4. Bahrain:! 

, Fra.nc.is J .. Ricciardone 

US Ambassador 

Ankara, Turkey 

tel: +90312 457 7280 

after hours: +90312 455 5555 

From: Riiey, Robert.J . 
:Sent: S<ittir:day, March 19, 20111:54 AM 
To: Rltciatdbn~1 Franci~:l 
cc::i<aldatio~,.tioa S; !Q:)Uihs, Jeffreys~·;.Ja:worskl; .Richard E; Godfrey, Anthony.:F; O'Grady, Daniel J; EUR.:.SE.:.TiJ~DL; 
Kellna~ Lisa;;'LTsou@ns5;e0p.59ov~gov' · .. . . . . . . 
subject: Affib RicciardoneTalking ,pofntsJor. IJ/S Sinlrlioglu 

«File: 0318 2011 TPsJor Ami;> Rwith.Turkey.domr>> 

Ambassador, 

.2 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NR 



StateDept01712

UNCLASSIFIED ' . ,. 

Here.ar.ethe·talkingpoints I mentioned in r:nylowside rnessage, ThE?ycdvertBahrain;US "nd" \fate oil.Turkey 
flotilla resatHRC;I. !Paris summit; Bl,NR 

Ori the Paris·summitl 

Thank you very much; 

'sob 

SECRET STATE·02463l 

NO.FORN 

E.O; 13526: DECl,;i 2036/03/17. 
TAGS:iPARM; PREL; MCAP,.ETTC, MARR, MA$, JR, ,_ru-',~SY------~ 
SUBJECT: (S) FOLl:OW~UP. DEMARCHE .RE.GARDING. .__ ______ __, 

REF: A) 11 STATE021810 
B}.11ANKARM47 

Classified by:VanrWanDlepen; Acting Assistant secretary 
ISN,-STATE 
Reason(s}: 1.4 {b); .(d) 

1. (U)'This'is an action request:forEinbassy Ankara. 

BACKGROUND: 

3 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NR 

NR 

NR 
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NR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

CUNTQN. 

This.docume.ntis SECRET when separ:ated.:fromSECRETattachment{s). 

Sensitivity.: Sensitive 

Classification: SECRET 

Classified by: Rob~rtJ. Riley,Oeputy Director, EUR/SE; State 

Reason: 1.4(b); .(d) 

Declassify On: 2021/03/iS 

S~nsltl~ity: sensitive 
ClaSsifieatlCln: SECRET 
Oel'IVed From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021103119 · 

5 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I 
~ 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
. J7J 

LQgg, Cristina;J.t~. RELEASED. IN PART 
From: Jaworski, .. Ricnard E Bl, 1.4(B), iA(D), 135 
Serit: 
To: 
Subject:. 

Thursday; March24, 2011 12:02.PM 
Ricciardone, Francis J 
FW:: Tel.Aviv Cable: Israel Alarm~ by.Plans forMqy Flotilla 

Categorie.s: Working. 

Mr~ Ambassador, 

A JVlay flotllla on the w.ay that PQL wants to flagJ()r ypur attentlon. 

Rkh 

This do.cuIIlerit is UNCLASSIFIED: when separated from CONFIDENTCAL attacbment(s). 
{;;lassifi~tion: CONFID.El\ITIAL 
[)erived From: Di:irivedJrom previous message ln thread. 
Declassify On: 2021 /03/24 

Fn'.tln: O'G~ciy, DanielJ 
~n~:·Thll.rsdaYJ Match. 24; 201111:45 AM 
To: 110~.rd, Jf!~E!f'.ni~h H 
cc: Ahn, Mlcliael; Mine(!, Mark R; Witmer; KamLA; FernandesJ Anthony·C; Jawor5ki, Richaro.E 
SUbjetj:: RE: Tel·Aviv cable:'ISrael Alarmed by Plansfc:ir May Flotilla · 

This email ·is. lJNCLASSIFIED. 

Fro111:•_Howard;Jeremiah H 
Sent: Jhurstjay,;t-1arch. i4i201L11:37 AM 
Tc: Jawq~kliRiCbard E; D'Grady, D~nJ.el~ 
cc: Ahn, Miclia~1; Mihe0,. Mark R; Witmer, Kami A; Fernandes; Anthony c 
Subject: Tel Aviv Cabiei Israel Alarmed h'(Plans for 'May Flotilla 

'I ·'\!1.11 ·o,,_ ~ .... .-.. 

REVIEW Al:ffBORln': SHARON E AHMAD, 
DATE/CASE Jl): 27MA:R20J2' 201004163 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED 

B5. 

.1 

' 

Bl 
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From: 
Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Cl~ifjcatiori: COl\IFiDENTIAL 
Derived! .from: Oer:!veid from'previous message in thread. 
Declassify. bn: 2021/03/24 · · 

SMART Core 
Wedn~day,March23,2Ql 105:54:36 

Mltes,.BarbaraJ; Read, Anthony M; Ahn, Michael; froward, JeremiahH; Keen; Berna; Witmer, Kami 
A; Fticlw, Susari; Gilmore, :Bradley T; Roundy, Brian A; 0'6ip.dy, Daniel J; de Otruvaro; L~ura H; 
Lang; Micl,J,ael); Tarry, Geor~e R; ·Godfrey, Anthony F; Kolega, Alen; Leary, Thomas M;Sahderson, 
MafyA; Mineo, Mark R; Hi11, Larry W; Miles~James W; ::Combs,JamesD; WalSton, Melissa L; 
Guido, pebornh_L; Keller, 'I'ar~ b{Fer:n_andes; !\Jltliony C; A,very, Dayid; Ricciardom~, Francis J; 
Bijanki~.Ashwin; Dunn, Patrjqk M; Joseph,habb@it1citlik,af.smil.mil; ·Dotson, Peter O; Gibbs, 
JefmiferH; karlo,jajliardo@irtcidik;af:srD.il.niil; ·HafililtC>~ Elizabeth A; Milford, Rebekah C;. Winans, 
Thomas W; Treiber, Adrii3Ilne· tvr; PC>wns, 1 e:ffr~y J 

Appletqp., Ricpard.H; DeLu~gi, Chf.isti!lllll E; Hamilton, EUzabetlJH; Donelson; Lale ;. . ,· _ 
tjsenecal@dea.usdoj.sgov.gov; I<1op~; Deborah A; Yountchi,:Suzanne:M;;.Jawori;ki~ RichardE; 
AfMibh(l¢laI1gelO@c:l~a;usdoj ,sgov.,g9y; BJKiiitia.ri~@dea:~doji~gov'.gov; 
SLW~ther:s@d~.a~u:sdoj,sgoy.goy;.Lally; MithaelA; Bruns, Scott T; Pierce, Thomas .JN 

Subject: Israel .'.t\lanned by-Plans for May Flotill(l 

Actlo1:r ():fflce: 
lnfoQffi~: 

MRN: 
DateJC>TG: 
From: 
Aetl.on: 
IE:O;: 
TAGS: 

Subjeet: 

2. 

CONFIDEN7TIAL 

POL, RSO, LEGAT, OR.A . 
CONSJNFO; AIVIB_INFO, DEA,JNFO, EAC 

11 TELAVIV365 
Mar 2a. 20.11 / 231.553Z MAR 11 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTAT.E ROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, PINS,,PTER,MOPS,.KWBG, TU; IS 
lsrciel Alarmed by.Plan~ for: May Flotilla 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 

l.JNCLASSIFIED 
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6. 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 
Declassify on: 

Drafted ·By: 
Cleared; By: 
Appl'.ovecf~y: 
R~leased By: 

Info: 
Attachments: 

Action Post: 
-Dissemination Rule: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Cunnil:igham. 

Nam~: Thomas GOldbe~ger, Title: Dep1.1ty ChiefofMissioh 
Offiee: U;S'. Embassy Tel Aviv · · 
Agency: Dept of State 
1..4 {b}, (d} 
2021/03/23 

TEL AVIV:Levin, .JanX 
POL:Silvernian; Rol)er:t. J 
EXEC:(3oldberger, ThomasH 
TE(AVIV:Le\ri!l; Jan x 
ANKARA, AM EMBASSY ROUTINE; USUN NEW YORK; USMISSION ROuTINE 

Metadata.(!at 

POL, RSO, CONS_INFO,LEGAT, AMB_INFO, ORA, DEA_INFO;. EAC 

·CONEIDENTIAL 

4 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
J70{ 

RELEASED IN PART to9g, Cristina}\ 

From: 
sent: 
To.: 

BS, Bl, L4(B), l .4(D) 

Ci;:: 
Subject: 

Curinil'lghc,im; JamesB 
TuesdayjMarch 19; 2011 4:13 AM 
Ricciardone, .Francis J 
Feltman, Jeffreyp; {3ordon; PhiiipH; (3oldberQer; Thomas. H; Silverman, .Robert J 
FW: Tel Aviv Cable: Israel Al~n:neaby 'Plahs for May flotilla 

CategoriE!s: Working 

i) 

· fron1: Ricciardone, Jraritjs J 
sent: ftii:fay; f'lafch 2~, 20118:00 PM 
To: Cunnlr1gliam, James B; Feltmani Jeffrey D; Gordon,. Philip H 
·subject: RE: Tel AViV cable: rsrael Alarmed. by Plans for 'May Flotilla 

BS 

Jim, 
Bl, BS 

Fran~ 

Franci.s J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
Ankara, Turkey 

UNITED S'I'A~S l>J!iP;AflTMEN~ OF.81.:ATE 
REV'IEW ~Uri'H:ORITY: ;SliAR,()N 1!: J\HMAD 
DATE/CASE ill: 04 APR·2oi2· 2oioo4163· 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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1JNCL~SSIFIED 
tel: +90 312 457 72&0 
after hours: +90 312 455 5555 

This doc:Umerit is CONFJDENTIAL when separated from CONFIDENTJAL.attacbment(s). 
Sensiti~ty: Sensitive 
· Classlflcatlon: CO.N FIDENTIAL 
Class Ifie~ by: ricciatdbhe, amb 
Reason: 1.4{d} 
Declassify On: 2021/03i25 

!From: Cunningham, James B 
sent: Friday, March25, 20111:05 PM 
To: Ricciardone, FrancisJ; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Gordon, Philip H 
Subject: 'RE: Tel AviV Cable: lsrael0Alarmed.byPlansfor May .Flotilla 

fr~m: [{jcciarcfone, RrantJs J 
Sent: ihursgay, fv1arch .24, 20116:29 PM 
Tc: Ci.mr:iinghl:lm, Jarn~ a; Feltni;;in, J~ffre'{[)~ Gi:ltdon, Poillp H. 
'Siul:ij~U~~E: Tel Aviv bible: ·tsrael Alarmed bf Plans for ·May Flotiila 

Jjm, Jeff, Phil 

Frank 

Fni.ndsJ. Ricciardone 
Us Ambassador 
Ankara, Turkey 

tel: +90 312 457 nao 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I 
B~ 

' 

Bl,B5 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
after hours: +90312 455 5555 · 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

This docunienfis SECRET wherl·sepatgfedfrom SECRET attachment(1?)· 
Sensitivity: Sensitlv~ 
Classification: SECRET 
Classified by: ricC:iardone •. amb 
Reason: 1.4b.. d 

. Declassify On: 202j103124 

SM:ARTCore 

Wedne~day; fyla.rph 23,2011 05:~4:3() 

Miles,BarbaraJ; ~~d, Ahtljo~y:M;~Micha~.1; Howw~,Jereroi@H; I<een, Berna; Witmer, Kami 
A; fuchs~ Susan; Gilmor~, Bradley T;J~O.undy, Brian A;:O'Gra4:n Paniel · J; de: Otalvaro, Lawa H; 
Lang; Micha:eL·J; Tarry,:GeorgeR;. 1 6odfr~y; Anthony F;. Kolcg~.Alen; b:a:ry, 1h6mas]y!; Sandetsori, 
Mary A; 1\4inoo, Mllrlc R; 1Ii11, Larry W; Mil~, Jp,mes W; Co11i~s. 1?-lll(!S J); Walston, fyielissaL; 
Guido~ Debo~ah L~ K.eHer;. Tar~Di Femandi;)s; Anthony C; Avery;Davjc1; Ricciatd()Ii~, Francis J; 
Bijafi!ci, Ashwin;pµnp, Patric~M;J(js~1i.hab.b@incirlik.af;s111il;Jiiil;Dotsoni Pet~ 0; Gibbs, 
J~nnifer I}; :karlp;jajliardC>@in~irJUc:a,£s~il.mi1; H~i)t9~, Elizabeth!\; Mllfor:d, l{eb~kah C; Winans, 
Thomas W; Treiber, AdriahheiM; bowns,JeffreyJ: 
Applet<>I1, RichardH; DeLuigi;..Christiaai1)E;Jimjlllton, Elizabe,th H;Donelson, Lale ; 
t~senecaj@ciea;ugdoj;sgcn.r.g?v; KlqJ>p; DrR().nfu A; Yooo,tchi~ :guzawie M; Jaworski,:Richard E; 
AFMichaelan~elo@dea.usdoj.sgov;gov;:BJK.Iutzaritz@dea~usdoj:~gov~gov; 
.~LWeathers@d~a~l}sdoj:sgov~gov;.Laily,.rvli~hael A; Bnms, Scotl.T; Pierce, Thomas. JN 

S~bject~ lsrael Alarmed by Plans for May Flotilla 

Atjion office: 
lnfo.•Office: 

MR!\!: 
Date/[ITG: 
fr()rn: 
Action: 
E:O.: 
TAG.S: 
Subject: 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

POL, ,RSO, LEGAT,·ORA 
CON$ _ _1NFO, AMB,JNFG,DEA:_INFO, EAC 

11 TEL AVIV 365 
Mar23,2Q11l231553ZMAR1.~ 

AMEMBASSY TELAVIY 
WASHDC, SECST~TE ROUT/NE 

13526 
PRE~, RIN~. PTER; MOPS, Kl/iJBG; ru. IS 
Israel Alarmed byPlanisfor May Flotilla 

3 

UNCLASSIFIBD 

i 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. 

5. 

Signature: 

Ctassified By: 

Reason: 
D~l~ify.pn: 

Draft$0By: 
Cleared. By:· 

AJ)proved By: 
Retecased By: 
Info" 
A~chmants: 

Action. Post: 
Disserriln.ation Rule: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Cunningham 

Name: Thomas Gold bergi;ir; Title: Deputy ChiefofMission 
Office: 1:)$. Emb<!ssyTel Ayiv 
Age.ncy:pep~ ofSt;:ite 

1.4 (b); (d) 
2021/03/23 

TEL AVIV:Levin, JanX 

POL:$ilv.errr1an; Robe~ J 
. EXECi(3oldb13rger, ThornasH 

TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan x 
ANKARA. AM EMBASSY ROl:.IT/NE;·:USUN NEW YORK; USMISSIONRdiJTINE' · 

Metadat<:1.d.at 

POL, RS0; CONS_JNFO,LE'3AJ, AMB_INFO,.dRA,. DEA_iNFO; EAC 

CONFIDENTIAL 

5 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 
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UNCLASSIFIED .. . . . . . . . . . . . . J 73A 
RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, l .4(B}, 1 A(D) 

Tu:rkey Bars Media from Covering Return of Flc>tilla Ships 

1. (0) The Mav:i Marmara; the IHH' s flagship at .the ceriter of the 
Maj 31 Gaza floti_lla raid,. returned to the Turkish port o:f 
Isken.derun on August 7 with little. ·fart£a:te. Local authorities 
imposed strict security measures for the MaviMarmara's arrival 
and repprtedly barred reporters from entering :the port. All 
three sh:i,:ps belonging: tp t:P,e .Founc@:tiqn for Jium~n Rights .and 

Freedom and. Humanitarian Relief (ni:H}, the Mayi Marmara, Defne 
Y, (lljd Gazze., w«:re tow~<i in.to port a.fter Israeli authorities 
released them on August 6. 

2 • (U) According to media reports., the Mavi Marmara appeared to 
be freshly painted. Huseyln Oruc, anIHH boc:trd member, cla;imed 
the Israelis repaired and painted tpe Mav:i Marmara to conceal 
evidenc::e. Orne said more flotillas, which coU,ld inc:lude. the 
Mav:i Marmara, .will set sail to Gaza if the embargo. is hot lifted 
by the end. of the year. 

3. (C) I 

uNITEJ}STATES DEPAllTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW.AUTIIORITY:.SHARONEA;HMAD· 
C~A;SSIFICATION;. CONFII)ENTIAL REASON: 1.4(B), lA(D} 
DECLASSIBYAFTER: 17 OCT2021 
DATE/CASEID:Z71'1AJl2012: 20i004163 UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 
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Logg, Cdstina A 

from: Sillinicih, D()Uglas A 

UNCLASSLFIEb J77 
RELEASED IN PART 
Bi, 1.4(B), L4(D) 

Serit: 
To: 

Tuesday, May 31, 2011'. 6:32- AM 
RicciarC1one. Francis J 
RE: Di~cus"sion.ofTt:1rkey/prospective June Flo~illa....,1 Jsraeli bcti.1 Arbell Subject: 

Categories: 

DouglasA Silliman 
Deputy ChiefofMission 
IJS El'Tlbas~yAn.kara., Turkey 
90-312-455~5sssx7190 

Working 

Classification: .CONFIDENTIALl/~OFP~N 
Cl~sified,by: DoiJg•SiUirtian,.DCM,.EXEC,State 
Reason: 1A(b),.(d) 
Declassify Oii:.2036/0S/27 

frQnn: Ricdardoi:ie1 Francis J 
Sent: :t~e59ay, ME!Y :#, 201.i 11:s1 'AM. 
TC): Sillim~n, OPl.lQias A 
Subjeq: RE: .Discussion ofTurl<ey/prospectiye June Flotilla wirsraeli PCMArbell 

Doug, 
I don't ret<1ll. ar:iy recent Pha.ne ()/ in-pe.ison c()ntact. betweens and Davufoglu,atleastsin.ce the faSt Libya cont.act group 
in Rome(? If she w.asthere?), have you seen.or hearcfa11ything<1long lines Jake· described below .to thetsrae.lis? 

FrancisJ .. Ricdardone 
US Ambassador 
Ankara, T~rkey 

tel: +90 312 457 7280 
after hours: +90 3i2 4555555 

Sensitive 
This .email is UNCLASSIFlED//f:iJOFORN. 

From: :Sutphin, Patil R 
sent: Friday, MaY2~, 201110:10 PM' 
To: Burnett, bavldR; ·Cunnir:1gham, James 13; Riley, Robert: J; .KaidahOWj Tiha'S; 'dshapiro@nss.eej:>;Sgov,goV',; 'Kumar,; 

u.NITED BTATESJ>EPA~}'.lV[EN'l!OFSTJ:\:'.VE. 
REYQ!:WAUTHO~ITY:SHARO~K.AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 21 MARiol2 io1004J63 · UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Prer1l ~;'; 1ssi111on(@n.ss.eoj:>.sgov~gov';Silli1i1an,. Douglas A; ~oldberger, Tho111as H; Ricciardone, Francis J 
cc:wanes,.Jacob; .suzbeE:?, :John R . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . • 
Subj¢ct: Discussion· of Turkey/prospective June Aotilla'W/ israelLDCM Arbell 

N.EA DAS Ja:ke Walles .. oiscussed.the lilcely r:nid-late Ju.ne. Gaza flotill? today With lsraeiiDCM Dan Arbel!>I 

Pa.ul Sutphin 
Director 
NE,G./IPA 
tel: 202-647-'3672 
Fax:202"736-44~1 
vlPE~: 2b2~547:.f686 

Sensltivify: Sensitive 
Classlflt:ation: $EC~lWl\IQFORN 
Classl(lad .by: Paul R. Sutphin; D.lrector, NEA/IPA, State 
ReciS.on: 1.4(b), (d)· 
Declassify· on: 2036/0S/27 

i: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Bl 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
J<gJ 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Barks-Ruggles,. Erica J 
Satµrday, March.19, 2ot1.1Q:29AM 
Riceiardone,·Francis J · 

RELEASED IN PART 
NR,. Bl, 1.4(B), 1.4(D), B5 

Subject: RE: RE: Amb Ricciardone talking Points for U/S.Sinirlioglu 

Gqtit Frank ..... thank you. 

Foryo_u only 

Sensitivity: Sensiliv~ 
Classification: SECRET 
Derived Frorn: Derived from.previous message in thread. 
Deelassify'dn: 2921/0~/19 

IFB'Qm:. Ricda~done, FralJClS J 
$el)t: .Saturday; March 1Q; 2011}!0~ AJY1 . ··. .··. . ... 
To: Ri!ey, J:~ol:>erl: J; SE$·{)...:SWP~(jniy; .. Rice, Su~n .E(USiJ,N); $irks-Ruggle$., ~r:icc:i J 
subj~: ·RE: RE: ,l\mb ~lcciardoneTalking Points for U/5.'Sinirlioglu 

Susan; Erica 

Franc.is J, Ricciardone 
us. Ambassador 
·Ankara, Turkey 

tel: +90 312 457 ~280 
after hours: +90 312 455 5555 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
ci~iijcation: ·SJ:CRET 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On:2021/03/19 

from:RfC:Ciardone, frcmci~J 
Sent: 59Mc!ay;March l~, 201112:sa PM 
To:. ~i!ey,.Ropert J; SES"o'-swo-(>nly 
cc: Kaid~.no~, nna. s; 'Cqllinsi Jeffrey'S.'.;Jaw9r5)d, RIC:q~r9 e;:Gc:>gfr~y;A,ntn9DY Fi:P'Gra~M DC]ni~I l; E.U.R-SE~TU-DL;. 
'Kenn.a,. Lisa!;·'LTsou@nss;eop~sgov.gov!; 'G<:irdon,.Phillpfl; ·~hefWB<id~R~31JdC111, Elita~tfi; paalder~ Iyo l:i.; Riykin~ Charles 
H; Allegrt>riEl; kath!eenH;,F9rd, R9befts;· SCnli<::IJer, Ron~ld L; ,f'~ltman,Jeffi~'fD; ·Cunningham, James B; Smith, James 

ufyITED•STA15E.SDEPARTMEN'.I'.oF·stATE . . •' 1 · . ', . . . . . . . . . . . . 
RE.m.EWAUTHORITY: SI!ARO:NE::AHMAD' . .· ., A" 
DATE/CASE ID: 04. APR 2012- 2010~4163 UNCL .. SSIFIED 

Bl, NR 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
B; Ziadeh, susan L; Williams, .Stephanie T;. Sharnpairie, ·Nicole D 
Subject:: RE: Amb Ricciardone Talking Points for U/S Sirifrlieglu 

C - entire text, 

SES".'O pis pass EUR+Sstaffiri Paris;a!So to. U/S Burns@ OOB Saturday (Siriir!ioglu asked for B.urns' locatJon 
so.te)(pect he.IT)aytryto;p~onetoday.); NEAaddeescpls passJo inter.ested colleagues in bureau+ at posts: 

i. TU:-FR-:-1.Y: I 

i. Iran - Svrial 

I 
' 

~ 

NR 
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4. ISahrain:l NR 

Francis l Ricdard.one 

us Amb'assader 
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Ankara,. Turkey 

tel: +90312457 7280. 

after hours: +90312 455:5555 

From: Riley; Rdq~rtJ . . .. . . . . 
sent:'~turqay, March lQ; 20111:54 AM 
To: Wtcigrdone, Fr-cmcisJ 
Cc: Kald~nowrTinCl,S; '<;:Qllin~, Jeffrey S.'.;:Jaworskl, Richard ·E; Godfrey, Atithohy F; d'Grady, Oanlei J; EUR-SE~TU.;DL; 
Kenra, psa; 'LTsou@n.ss;eop~ov.gqv' .· . . . . . . . · 
Subject: Amb. Ricc.iardon.e Talking Points for ll/S Slnirliog!u 

« Fi.le: 03 18 201lTPs for Amb Rwith Turkey.docx >> 

Ambassador, 

. ' ' ', ' ' ' ' ' ' ' \ 
Her~ ar;e th¢ tal~ing P.oirlts I ;inE~l'ltioned in rnY low.side niesscige. Th,ey cover: Bah rain; 0~ ''.no'' vote ,on Turkey 
flotilla res at l'IR.C;' · Paris summit. · Bl, NR I 

.OnJhe Paris summit,1 NR 

Thank you 'Very much, 

B'ob 

SEC RE TSTATE 024631 

NOFORN 

E .. 0.13526: DECL: 2036/03/17 
TAGS: PARM., PREL, McAP; me, M~~R, MASS, 1g,Tu, sv 
SUBJECT: fS) FOLLOl/1.qJPDEMARCHE REGARDIN(3.--'-~-------.. 

REF.: A) 11ST,\TE021810 
B) li ANKARA 347 

Classifi.ed by: Vann Van Oiep~n, Acting Assistant Secretary 
ISN,.SJATE 
Reason(5):1A (b),.(d) 

l; (U} This.isanactjoo request for Embassy Ankara. 
3 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

tSRAEL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAJRS 

' .. / 
L: ____ __.. 
Behind the Headlines: Turkel Commission publishes 
first part of report 
23 Jan 2011 
This background document has 
been prepared before the 
release of the IurJ<eJ 
CJl.mmission·i!..Bepp[I. II is based 
on information made available 
over the past sTx months. 

IOF soldlors assaulted by dozens of armed activists on the 
Mavl Marmara 

Turtle I Commission (23 January 2011 ): 

Pursuant to paragraph 10 of Government resolution no. 1796 of June 14. 20J.Q. we 
respectfulty submll to lhe Government a mRW on the following matters: 

a. The security circumstances in which the naval blockade on the Gaza S1np was 
imposed and whellier the blockade complies with the rules or international law 
(paragraph 4a of lhe Government resolution). 
b. Whether the actions C<H!h;nJ out by Israel to enforce the na~lockade on Moy 
31, 2010, complied with the rules ol international law (paragraph 4b of the 
Government resolution). 
c. The aclfons earned out by the organizers and participants of the floUlla and tJieir 
identities (paragraph 4c of the Government resolution), 

Concluding Remarks of Re@rt §.!J!!!!!l31Y. 

Today. approximately five monlhs after hearing the first testimonies, the Commission is 
completing this part of its work. After a journey full of obstacles and pitfalls, and after 
exhaustive in11esllgations. inquiries, studies and discussions, here are our conclusions: 

1he naval blockade Imposed on the Gaza Strip - in view of the secunty circumstances and 
ls1ae1's efforts to comply with its humanitarian obligations - was legal pursuant to lhe rulos 
of international law. 

The actio11s carried out by Israel on May 31, 2010, to enforce the naval blockade had lhe 
regrettable consequences of the loss of human life and physical injuries. Nonetheless. and 
despite the limited number of uses of force for which we could not reach a conc:tus!on, the 
actions taken were found to be legal pursuant to the rules of intematlonill law. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer] 

rage 1 or 1 i 

/LI 

' htt1)://www.111fa.gov .ii/MF A/Aboul+the+Minisl,r_i'./j3£hind+the+Hea<ll ines/Flotilla operatic... 1/24/2011 
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Behind the Headlines 

Israel was enlllled under international law lo board the Mavi Marmara. Maritime blockades 
are recognized by international law as legitimate, and may be enforced in international 
waters, 

Israel is engaged in an ongoing armed conflict with Hamas. a terrorist organization which 
violently seized de facto control of the Gcza Strip in 2007. Hamas and other Gaza-based 
terrorist groups have muQc_he.dJI!Qfil.(han.J.e1Lthou~a_l}d_roc!l_~ts al !§.@li!JLe<iti.es ~o.dJ.o~ps. 
Israel has imposed a maritime blockade on the Hamas regime in order to prevent i1 from 
building up its military capabilities. smuggling terrorists and weapons and staging attacks 
from the sea. 

Security considerations have likewise led Israeli to impose a number of restrictions on the 
transfer of goods and supplies to Gaza via its land crossings. At the same time. Israel has 
continued to facilitate the import of hundreds of thousands of tons of food..m~.Qlg~g. 

Qthef gQQ<:l§..)n\o_Gfl..t~. thereby ensuring that the humanitarian needs of the civilian 
population are met. 

Homas r(gti1ers prepare lo launch rockets al Israel 

International law recognizes maritime blockades as a legal and legitimate measure within 
the context of armed conflicts. A blockade may be enforced against breach. Article 98 of 
the Si=!r.LRemo Manual g!l.Jn~metiQfl.?1.L_aw ~P.Q\jcabJe to ArmJ:QJ::_Qti.Ui~t_s..fil..S_~ slates 
"Merchant vessels believed on reasonabfe grounds to be breaching a blockade may be 
captured " Furthermore, "Merchant vessels which, after prior warning, clearly resist capture 
may be attacked" (see similarly art. 67a.) 

The blockading party has the rig hi under international law lo stop ships which intend to 
evade tile blockade. even if they have not yet entered the blockaded area, Ships may be 
stopped even if they are in international waters. The US Commfil!.dfil.'.lU:ia1JPtlQoJL01Ub~ 
Law ol_Nav!IJ_Qp_~ral(Qll§ explains that an "attempted breach of blockade occurs from the 
time a vessel or aircraft leaves a port or airfield with the intention of evading the blockade." 

International law requires that a blockade must "be applied impartially to the vessels ofatl 
States: (San Remo. art. 100). The blockading party may stop ships claiming to carry 
humanitarian aid. The duty to ensure thal Lhe humanitarian needs of a blockaded terntory 

UNCLASSIF
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are met, which Israel complies with, does not Imply a duty to allow the passage of a 
particular ship. 

Israel publicly declared the imposition of a maritime bloc\(ade on the Gaza Strip in full 
compliance with international law. II informed the notllla ships of the blockade numerous 
times lhrough djp!o_rrni!i<;. med[? and marllil]Je channels. 

:u1 I 

The notilla's cargo was 1n noway essential for meeting Gaza's humanitarian needs. In any 
c:ase, even if allowing a partic:ular ship to enler the blockaded territory were essential to 
meeting tile humanitarian needs of the civilian population, international law would still allow 
the blockading party to insisl on inspecting the ship. It would also have the right lo demand 
that the ship's cargo be distnbuted by a recognized neutral party. Such a security 
rnspechon could 1101 be carried oul at sea. Neither the Turkish lHH nor lhc Free G<lZa 

Movement. the organizations which lead the flotilla. is a racognized neutral party. 

Non-neutral parties- members of the Free Gaza Movement receive medals from 

Hames PM Ismail Haniych (center, first row) 

~'. 
IHI I he11d Oulenl Yildirlm wilh Hamas Political Chlef Khaled MashaAI· 

Israel took numerous steps to avoid the need to employ force while taking control of 
the Mavi Marmara. 

Israel made numerous efforls lo avoid em:>loying force and had no desire to cause harm to 
civilians. It repeatedly communicated the following or similar messages to tne flotilla 
activists both before and during their journey (:ti.s;L~o) : 

'Mavi Mamrnra, you are approaching an c;rea of /Jostflilies, w/1ich is under a naval 
blockade ... The Israeli yovemme11t suppods delive1y of humanitarian supplies lo Ille civilian 

r1:1gt:.) Ul I I 

hllp://www.mfa.gov .ii/MF A/About+thc"1""Ministry/Behind+the+Headlines/Flotil 1(1 operatio,.. 1 /24/20 I l 
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population in Gaza Strip and invites you to enter Ashdod port. Delivery of supplies will be In 
accordance with the authorities' regulations ... and under yeur obse!Natlon, after which you 
can re/um to your home ports aboard the vessels on which you am'ved. • 

The ships were also :ttar@..d ttiat if they proceeded, Israel would be forced io take all 
necessary steps lo enforce its blockade. 

No effective method currently exists for forcing a ship the size· of the Marmara to change 
course wilhout taking physical control. Atlempts lo block the ship's passage with other 
vessels or to disable its systems would have endangered the flotilla participants. Israel had 
no choice but lo board the vessel. 

The naval commandos were instructed to use the minimum force necessary to take control 
of lhe vessels, and to avoid lethal force u1less necessary for self-defense In the event that 
their lives were in Immediate danger. 

Accordingly lhe first teams to land on the Marmara were equipped primarily with riot-control 
equipment such as tear gas and paintball guns. 

Using similar melhods. Israel had stopped a number of previous attempts to violate its 
blockade wilhout having to resort to lelhal force. Five oul of the six ships in tile May 2010 
flotilla were brought under Israeli control without serious Injury to flotilla pcirticipants or 
soldiers. Since the Marmara. the IDF has prevented several additfonal attempts to violate 
its blockade without the need to employ a signiflcant degree of force. This indicates that the 
problem stemmed nol from Israeli methods, but from the violent.behavior of the flotilla 
activists. 

Soldiers abseiling onto the ship from helicopters were assaulted immediately by dozens of 
activists wielding knives and clubs, who also seized four of the soldiers' fireanns. Facing an 
immediate threat to their lives, the soldiers had no choice but to use force to repel the 
attack. 

ll 

Activists making preparations to confront Israeli soldlers 

Page 4of1 .1 
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Soldiers assaulted by do1e11s ol armed acuvisls 

A number of the Marmara's passengers were members of hardcore lslamlst groups. 
These activists openly declared their desire for a violent confrontation and their 
hope to die as shahids (martyrs). 

While the majority of the flotila passengers may well have been peaceful civilians, some 
(approx. 40-50) were hardcore extremists determined to violently attack the Israeli boarding 
par1y. 

Many of the members of this group were affiliated with the I_u_L~lsJ1.l§l.9.'!l.i£.Q.[g~11iz_a_ti.Qn 

ltlli. which Western countries and terrorism experts have described as a supporter of 
terrorisl groups including Harnas. 

IHH head Bulent Yildirim dedarecl on boa·d the Marmara: "We're going to defeat the Israeli 
commandos ... If you bring your soldiers here. we will throw you off the ship and you'll be 
humiliated in front of the whole world ." During the voyag.e, IHH activists chanted songs 
celebrating the killing of Jews and openly declared their desire to die as shahids (martyrs) 

(view videos h~Hl. here and WJ_g). 

Former U.S. Manne Kenneth O'Keefe. who took part in the assaull on the sojdiers, told the 
Haaretz newspaper {"Rough Passage", 24 Sept 2010) "I knew that if the lsraehs boarded 
that ship, ii would be a disaster ... You have to be an idiot to board that ship and think it will 
be a ship of passive resistance." 

This 1)f0up or hardcore extremists took corilrol of the ship prior to !he ID F's boarding. 
According lo the J;Ne..f.Q!fiy~r .. Q.Ltfle_M~U!l~m1 , they limited the movement of the olher 
ftotilla par1icipanls and carefully controlled entrance lo certain parts of the sh ip_ 

These activists were equipped with commando knives, daggers, tear gas, gas masks, nigh! 
vision gog,gles. and ballistic vests (view h.q[e and b.fil.e} - objects not found on a 
humanllarlan passenger ship. 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MP A/ Aboul+the+Ministry/Behind+thc+l-leadl ines/Flotilla_operntio ... 1/24/2011 
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Weapons used by \he Marmara passengers (Pholos: IOF Spokesperson) 

Israeli soldiers employed a necessary and proportionate degree of for~e . 

The first several Israeli commandos who boarded the Marmara were rushed by dozens of 
activists wieldinglmves~c;l.v!1.s_apd_QhFlin~ . The firsl soldier to land was stabbed and thrown 
lo the deck below. The second was shot in the stomach . Others suffered knife and gunshot 
wound$ as well. 

The attackers were able lo take four of the soldiers' firearms. Q'.15.e..!'!.fe_tpld lhe BBC that 
"myself and anpther brother descended on him fa wounded l!Oldier] and the first thing I did 
was to go for his 9mm pistol "While O'Keele claims that the gun was not used, two soldiers 
suffered gunshot wounds. Y'.i_Q.e.o released by the IDF records the commandos' surprise at 
being shot at with live fire. 

Three soldiers from \he firsl landing party were seriously wounded and taken by ttle 
activists to \he ship's interior. 

Page 6 of 1 ·l· 
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Therefore the soldiers had no choice bul lo use limited and precise force against their 
attackers in self-defense. 

Nearly all of those killed were IHH activists or members of affiliated lslamist groups, the 
very people who led the assault on the descending soldiers. About half had previously 

Q.e.Gl5i.r~~ .. \MlchoP..eJo_p_~_m~nyJs .. 

Claims that soldiers summarily executed activists, or that they fired live ammunition 
indiscriminately from the air, are completely false. 

Given that the soldiers were mobbed and intense hand-lo-hand combat ensued. ii is nol 
surprising lhal a number of those shot were hit al close range. This does not in any way 
indicate that they were summarily executed, as the Report prepared for the UN Human 
Rights Council facetiously slates. 

The claim that activists were shot from the air is also unfounded: the commandos rappelling 
from helicoplers required both hands to grasp the rope and could not have fired. The 
helicopters carrying the commandos were nol equipped with firing systems, nor did they 
carry snipers who could have fired from the air. 

Israel began its operation using stun grenades, painlball guns, and other crowd control 
equipment. 

The timing and manner of the operation were a result of the complex situation and 
Israel's desire to avoid harm to civilians. 

The early morning liming of Israel's boarding was the result of numerous factors. Given the 
expected time thal it would take to board six ships carrying more than 700 flotilla 
participants. and the fact that the ships continued ahead al full speed, Israel decided to 
carry oul the operation at a dislance from the Israeli coast. Israel also allowed time to 
observe whether the ships would heed its numerous warnings to change course. 

Once it became clear that boarding the ships would be necessary, Israel employed one of 
its most highly-trained and disciplined units, which had carried out several similar missions 
while avoiding the use of lethal force. The timing was likewise meant to contribute to a rapid 
and non-violent transfer of control. 

As soon as the danger to the soldiers subsided, IDF medics attended to wounded 
activists. The flotilla participants were treated in a respectful manner while specially. 
trained units searched for additional weapons. 

lmmediat.ely following the completion o f the operation. IDF medics attended to lhe injured. 
Given the violent confrontation lhat had just taken place, the participants and ship were 
searched for additional weapons by soldiers specially trained in such procedures. Activists 
judged to constitute a polenlial threat were restrained. while the other flolilla passengers 
were not. 

31 activists were airlifled frorn the ship directly to Israeli hospitals. Another 24 were 
transferred to Israeli medical facilities after docking in Ashdod. These activists were given 
professional medical care at six of Israel's leading hospitals. 

The flotilla participants were processed in an orderly manner and offered the option 
of being quickly deported. Those who refused this o ffer were given access to 
medical care and diplomatic personnel while detained . Within a week, all foreign 
flotilla participants had departed. 

rugc' UJ. 11 
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Israel prepared extensively to quickly and efficiently process the flotilla participants. Those 
in need of medical attention were taken to hospitals. The rest were registered in a specially 
erected reception center staffed by government officials and translators. In special cases. 
such as that of a mother with a one-year old baby, passengers were immediately sent back 
to their countries of origin. 

The flotilla participants were then taken to the new 'Aileh' detention center in southern 
Israel. There they were held in open units where. other than during roll calls, they were free 
at all times to leave their rooms and congregate In common areas. They were provided with 
all their needs including medical care. 

Ftot~la participants wilting to be deported wP.rP. able to leave the country within a very short 
time or their arrival. The departure of those who refused was delayed by several days. 

The activists were not held incommunicado. They were given access to the diplomatic 
officials of their home countries. Consular representatives from 26 countries, as well as 19 
lawyers providing legal services, visited the flotilla participants. Participants were also 
provided with phone cards. 

As the flotilla ships were still making their way to Ashdod, a petition was filed with Israel's 
Supreme Court which challenged the custody of the flotilla passengers by Israeli 
authorities. The Court held hearings on the matter within 46 hours and ultimately dismissed 
the petition. 

While Israel could have begun prosecutions against those who had assaulted its soldiers, it 
decided to release all of the flotilla participants. Six days after the ships were brought to 
Ashdod, all of the foreign flotilla participants had left Israel. 

The Mavi Marmara itself did not carry humanitarian aid. The limited amount of aid 
carried by the other ships included outdated and useless medicines. 

The Mavi Marmara did not carry humanitarian aid. The humanitarian aid that was carried by 
three of the flotilla ships appears to have beei carelessly packed, leading to some of it 
being damaged. The ~..!Arut£qmin fo_~t two-tryjcrij;_Qf lhP. mP.11ic:inP.~t.ab_o_aLd-1b.e 
flqti!!a "are ouL0Ld_<it.e.J1..rul~ .. El.LEl.s .. s .. " 

Of the 10.000 tons of humanitarian supplies which the flotilla claimed to be carrying, 
approximately 6,000 tons consisted of construction materials: t!~D:IB .. 1? .. l·Hl~S such mat.e1ifil!;. 
fQr...b_uildiQg roc.k~lLbY!l~e!~_C!!ldJ®..m:!Ji.n_g_~Je.~ .. Therefore, while Israel regrets the 
difficulties that may be caused to Gaza's civilians. it can only allow the import of such 
materials in coordination with recognized international bodies. 

Hamas initially refused to allow aid from the flotilla into Gaza. Israel made good on its 
promise to quickly prepare the aid for transfer. Hamas. however, apparently felt that the 
need was less pressing. An unnamed ~li_2'.ILQt{i~[ajjoJ9 Jb~G_l,11!r.Qi~{l . "Israel brought five 
truckloads of wheelchairs to the crossings, but Hamas turned them back." 

Israel's import restrictions and blockade are legal under international law. 

International law recogniz.es the right of a state to impose a naval blockade within the 
context of hostilities. 

The blockade on Gaz.a has been imposed strictly for security reasons and is not aimed al 
harming the civilian population. These security considerations include the need to prevent 
the smuggling of terror operatives a11d military-use materials into and out of Gaza, and lo 
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prevent terrorist attacks against Israeli towns and v!!ssels. 
Wilh regard to Israel's restrictions on the transfer of goods into Gaza- such a policy is 

neither illegal nor considered coltechve punishment. This Is indicated by the numerous 
examples from the international community (for example, the UN's 13-year sanctions 
against Iraq.) Although international law requires that Israel facilitate the transfer of 
humanitarian aid to Gaza, Israel hq§Jl_Q_obJim1Jio.fl_\Q.J!!'.l9E!g~_.i!Le.G.oD.o.mi.c rel_~Lio.(l_s or 
maintain open borders wlth the territory. 

Israel has facilitated the transfer of well over a million tons of goods and supplies to 
Gaza, thereby more than ensuring that its humanitarian needs are met. 

Despite the armed conflict with Hamas. Israel has gone far beyond the demands of 
international law in assisting Gaza's civilian population Israel has provided or facilitated the 
transfer of over a million tons or humanitarian goods and supplies to the Gaza population. 
At no point has there .been a humanitarian crisis in the territory. 

From the end of lhe 2008-2009 Gaza War until approJllmately the time of the IHH flotilla, 
Israel facilitated the delivery to Gaz.a of 1,025,686 tons of aid, 49,610 tons of cooking gas 
and 136.097,330 liters of fuel. This aid includes wheat, meat. dairy products, fruits and 
vegetables. baby formula, seeds, clothes. school supplies, medical equipment, glass. wood 
and equipment for the flower industry. 

Numerous indicators show that there is no humanitarian crisis or extreme hardship in Gaza. 
According lo the CIA World Eac!book, the projected llfe expectancy in Gaza is 73.68, 
greater tllan that in half of the world's countries. including many in Europe. The Infant 
.!fill.£13Jily_rn_te in Gaz<i.is 17.71 per 1000. lower than in the West Bank and in more than 
50% of countries worldwide. 

As explained, Israel has been forced to restrict the import of construction materials in order 
to prevent Hames from using such materials for military purposes. However. Israel does 
facilllale the import of constn.iction materials in coordination wilh recognized international 
agencies. 

..~ 

TNCkloads ol aid at the Gaza border crossing (Photo IOF SpokespetSOn) 
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Israel racilitates the transfer of medical supplies into Gaza and treats thousands of 
Gazans each year in Israeli hospitafs. 

fn 2009, 4,883 tons of medical equipment and medicine were brought into the Slrip. 10.544 
patients and their companions left Gaza to receive treatment in Israeli hospitals (Israel also 
treats patients and trains doctors from the West Bank.) 

(Pnoto: Rafael Ben-Art/Chameleons Eye). View~ 

Video fmrn lsr~lf hOSJJJlfiljJ_!_ogrem for training Palestinian do.i:.!.9!..~ 

The medical corrfdor is maintained despite the fact that since 2005, Palestinians have used 
medical cooperation arrangements to carry out more than 20 terrorist attacks, 

Hamas refuses to allow the lnternationat·Red Cross or any other organization access to an 
Israeli soldier which it has been holding hostage since June 2006. This is a gross violation 
of his basic human rights. 

Israel's restrictions are necessary in light of Hamas' repeated diversion of goods and 
supplies for its own purposes. Israel's border crossings have been attacked 
numerous times since Hamas' takeover of Gaza. 

The Hamas regime's control of the Gaza Strip has enabled it to divert goods ana supplies 
on numerous occasions in order lo build its ml!itar:y and economic capabilities. For example 
in February 2009 UNR.WA hfilt~_g)!§.1f'IIROJ.1_o(.g_op_9_sJo.to_G_q_i;~ after Hamas repeatedly 
seized th.oil sands of tons ol a id from the UN agency. In August 2009 t:t<irrr~s claj~d to 
ll.!:!..Y.~~~-QJb.r:.e.it.~rr\~..1!.IPL!i;_t;?§J!i!(l.§f~rr~_dJr.oJllJsrneJJo_l,!~RWA (UNRWA officials issuing 
conflicling reports regarding the claim.) Palestinian officials have complained that Hfil.lJ~ 
~om.!)1_a..n_cle.e~ fuel trucks coming from the Nahal Ot crossing for its own needs. 

http://www.mfa.gov .i I/MF Al About+the+Minis~~B~)!il_l~T~he+Headlines/Flotilla oper.atio .. . 
_!}~CLASSIFIED_ U.S. DepartJT!ent of Stat~<e~~~.liii~ijs/01/2012 
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Y,ideo or Hamas usilllJ ambUlances 10 1ransfer armCCI mill1an1s in Gaza 
(ReJlers. 2004) 

The transfer of fuel to Gaza has been disrupted al times due to disputes between Hamas 
and the Palestinian Authority. A Ul'J_Q(f!ctal described this as a "PalesUnian problem. made 
by Palestlnians. and causing Palestinian suffering: Hamas has also repeatedly attacked 
the Nahal Oz fuel depot. Ou_~[t~tJl.m1.QY_To!JYJ3Jajr_e~pJaineJ1 that "most people don't 
understand- that we're trying to urge Israel to get fuel into Gaza. and then the extremists 
come and kill the people bringing the fuel in. It's a crazy situation." 

Since Hamas' violent takeover of Gaza. more than a dozen _Q.omQ.s.J!.!ll!J!lQ!!filJIJ.ta_c;k_~~vf1 
Wnj!!,UnclJed at the cro~J.!!.9_Roints a1 which goods are transferred. Israeli servicemen 
and civilians have died in these attacks. 

April 2008 morlar allack on the Nanal Oz fuel 1ermonal at the Israeli-Gaza border. 

in whicn two Israelis were kMled. (Photo· Flasn90) 

Nevertheless. Israel has assiste.d in the export of several of Gaza's ain commodities. such 
as strawberries and flowers, In accordance with securfly considerations. 

ri:lgc J t u1 1 J 

hll1>://www.rnfa.gov. il/Mf Al About+tht::tMinistD:'../~.!hind+111e+Headlincs/Ploti I la_ operatio .. . 
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Republic of Turkey 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

No: 29, 23 January 2011, Press Statement by the National 
Inquiry and Investigation Commission Instituted Upon 
Israel's Attack on the International Humanitarian Aid 

Convoy 

On 31 May 2010, Israeli armed forces attacked, on the high seas, a convoy brought together by aid 
volunteers from 37 countries and different faiths to deliver humanitarian relief material to tbe 
people in the Gaza Strip. Nine persons were killed and scores were wounded during the attack. 

In order to shed light upon all aspects of tne attack, Turkey established a National Inquiry and 
Investigation Commission composed of representatives from pertinent institutions. The UN 
Secretary-General also set up a Panel of Inquiry in accordance with the Presidential Statement 
adopted by the UN Security Council which held an emergency meeting on l June 2010 upon 
Turkey's request. Israel initiated, through a commission, its own national inquiry as well. 
Moreover, the UN Human Rights Council has mandated an International Fact-Finding Mission to 
establish the violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law in connection with 
the attack. 

Heeding che UN·s calJ for prompt consideration of the issue, our Commission has worked 
intensively and submitted its Interim Report to the UN Panel on l September 2010. Also respecting 
the confidenriality of the proces:;, uur Commission bas refrained from disclosing its report to the 
_public. Tn contrast, the lsracli side impeded the Panel's work by constantly delaying its own report, 
and has chosen to share it with the public even before submitting ii to the UN Panel. 

Our Commission, convened on 23 January 2011 to thoroughly evaluate these developments, has 
decided to share, at this stage, the following witl1 the public in view of Israel' s unconstructivc 
attitude: 

- Israel's so-called "maritime blockade" against the Gaza Strip is devoid of legal basis and 
legitimacy. Israel 's anack which is an extension of this unlawful practice is, therefore, equally 
illegal. 

Under international law, blockades are warfare methods applicable only in armed conflicts of 
"international" character. Israel is seen to avoid characterizing its armed conflict with Hamas as 
"international", while claiming reliance on the San Remo Manual, an important compendium of 
international law applicable to naval war, for its so-called blockade and related practices. Yet, the 
San Remo Manual, including its provisions relating to the establishment of blockades and the 
interception of vessels on the high seas, comprise legal rules applicable only to international armed 
conflicts. As long as Israel does not qualify its armed conflict with (·lamas as international, it is 
cslopped from relying ai{y of its practices within the framework of this conflict on the San Remo 

[REVIEW AU.THORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewerj 

hit p ://www.mfa.gov .tr/common/print. htm 1124/20 1 I 
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The result is self-evident and requires no fmther explanation. 

Basic human rights and fundamental freedoms, first and foremost the right to life, bavc been 
flagrantly violated, and these violations have continued massively up to the moment that the 
passengers left Israel. The report of the Fact-Finding Mission of the UN Human Rights Council 
vividly depicts Israel's violations and the violence it used. 

Our Commission is surprised, appalled and dismayed that the national inquiry process in Israel has 
resulted in the exoneration of the Israeli armed forces despite all the facts that have also been 
confinned by the International Fact-Finding Mission. 

hll1)://www.111fa.gov. tr/com mon/print.hlm 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Stat~<e~~~~~/01/2012 
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Ahn, Michael 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Classification: 

Guido, Deborah l 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

On Friday, the final guidance was released - FYI 

EUR Draft Ptess Guidance 
October 29, 2010 

Turkey: Gaza Flotilla 

Q: Did the US have advanced notice that the Free Gaza Flotilla was in fact headed to Egypt and · 
not Gaza? 

• The flotilla organizers consistently declared in public their intention to sail directly 

to Gaza. 

Q: Was there an agreement between the U.S., Israel and Turkey to get the flotilla to reroute to 
AJ-Arish (Egypt)? 

• The United States encouraged direct contacts between Israel and Turkey prior to 
May 31, but was not involved in any negotiations between Turkey and Israel. 

If Asked: 
Q: Can you confinn assertions by Turkish officials that the U.S. was informed by Turkey that 
the ships were going to Al-Arish? 

• We do not comment on the contents of diplomatic exchanges. 

• We continue to regard the UN Secretary General's panel as th.e primary method for 
the international community to review the incident. We again express our 
appreciation to the Secretary General for his efforts to establish this panel, and to 
the governments of Turkey and Israel for their constructive participHtion. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer] 
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Gabrielle M. Price 
Information Officer 
Public Affairs Section 
U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

Phone:+90(212)335-9145 
Mobile: +90 0554 308 1778 

Email: PriceGM@state.gov 
http://www.facebook.com/ istanbul.usconsulate 
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The X Meeting with Turkish X 
September 20-29th 2010 (NY/GENEVA/ANKARA) 

Context 

We welcomed lJNSYG Ban's establishment of -- and Israel and Turkey's 
participation in -- a panel to receive and review the Israeli and Turkish 
investigations of the May 3 1 flotilla incident. We remain opposed to the HRC 
flotilla fact-finding mission (FFM), which is mandated to investigate possible 
Israeli violations of international law related to the incident and oppose a renewal 
of its mandate in the September session. I 

!--:==--==================~===-=,...---~ 

Key O,bjectives 

• We recognize that the Government of Turkey takes the tragic May 31 51 

incident seriously.I U the USG shares its concern. I --~ 
I I 

• We appreciate Turkey's const.ructive and cooperative spirit in participating 
on the Secretary General's panel regarding the incident of May 31 51

• The 
United States believes that the UNSYG panel, which includes the 
participation of both Israel and Turkey, offers a balanced and credible 
channel to address these very serious issues . 

• 

SENSTIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Chartes Daris, Senior Reviewer) 
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A 1HRC/RES/1411 

Advance Edited Version Distr.: General 
23 June 2010 

Original: English 

Human Rights Council 
fl'ourtccnth session 
Agcndo item I 
Orgnnizntionnl Dnd proccdurnl mnttcrs 

GE.10-

Reso lution adopted by the H uman Rights Council" 

14/1 
The grave attacks by Israeli forces against the humanitarian 
boat convoy 

The Human Rights Council, 

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and lhe 
provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

Taking into cansideration lhe provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to 

the Protection of Civil ian Persons in limes of War. of 12 August 1949, 

Emphdsizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civiliMS, including 
humanilarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concem at the deepening humanitarian crisis in occupied Ga1.a, 

£111phosizlng the need to ensure 1he sustained and regular flow of goods and people 
into occupied Gaw . and welcoming the initiat ives aimed al creating and opening 
humanitarian corridors .and otner mechanisms for the sustained delivery of humanitarian 
aid, 

I. Condemns i11 the sJronges:t terms the oulrageous attack by the Israeli forces 
against the hurnanilarian flotilla of ships, which resulted In the killing and injuring of many 
innocent civilians from different countries; 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians, and expresses its 
deepest sympnlhy and comlolences to the victims and their families: 

• The resolution~ and decisions adoplcd by the Human Rights Council will be contained in the report of 
1hc Council on iu fourteenth session (A/HRCll 4/37), chnp. I. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer] 
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3. Calls upon the occupying Power. Israel, to cooperate fully with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to seek and provide information on the 
whereabouts status and condition of detained and injure<l persons; 

4. Demands 1ha1 the occupying Power. Israel, immediately release all detained 
men and material and facilitate their safe return to their homelands; 

5. Calls upon the occupying Power, Israel, to immediately lif! the siege on 
Dccupicd Gaz.1 aJJd other occupied territories; 

6. Also calls upon the occupying Power, Israel, 10 ensure the unimpeded 
provision of humanitarian assistance, including of food. fuel and medical treatment. to the 
occupied Gaza Strip; 

7. Welcomes the statements made by ihe Secretary-General ;ind the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights condemning the Israeli attacks and calls for 
full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks; 

8. Decides to dispatch an independent, international fact-finding mission to 
investigate violations of intemarional law, including international humanitarian and human 
rights law, resu !ting from the Israeli anack.s on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian 
assistance; 

9. Also decides 10 authoriz.e the President of the Council to appoint members to 
the above•mentioned fact-finding m[ssion, who should repon on 1heir flndings IO the 
Council at its fifteenth session; 

I 0. Further decides to remain seized of this maner. 

10111 meeting 
2 June 2010 

[Adopted by o. recorded vote of 32 to 3, with 9 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: 
Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia (Plurina1ional State of), 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Chile, China, Cubs, Djibouti, logypt, Gabon, 
Ghana, India, Indonesia. Jordan, KyrgyzstBn, Muuritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan. Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federal.ion, Sau<lia 
Arabia, Senega~ Slovenia, South Africa, Uruguay; 

Against: 
Italy, Netherlands, United States of America; 

Abstaining: 
Belgium. Burkina Faso. Fwnce, Hungary, Japan, .Republic of Korea. 
Slovakia, UJ. .. Tai11c, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern lrcland.l 
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TODAYS ZAMAN 
Turkey sets op own national inquiry team for flotilla raid 

Soon after a UN probe of Israel's deadly raid on a Gaza-bound flotilla began on 
Tuesday, Ankara announced that it has established its own national commission 
for investigating the May 31 raid in order to draft a report to be introduced to the 
UN panel of inqujry. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry, in a written 
statement released late on Wednesday, recalled 
that a committee led by Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu and Interior Minister Be~ir Atalay had ~--' 
already been established for investigating the 
May 31 attack by Israeli security forces on the 
Gaza humanitarian aid convoy -- which took 
place in international waters and ended with the 
killing of eight Turkish and one Turkish­
American civilians. 

"This time, upon the UN secretary-general's establishment of the inquiry panel, a 
National Investigation and Examination Commission has been established by the 
Prime Ministry for the purpose of investigating said attack and the treatment to 
which persons in the convoy had been exposed to and for preparing a report to be 
introduced to the UN Inquiry Panel within this framework," the ministry said. 

ln New York, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon met on Tuesday with the 
four-member panel of inquiry into the May Gaza flotilla incident as they sat 
down to map out how they will conduct the investigation. 

The panel -- comprising Chairperson Geoffrey Palmer, the former New Zealand 
prime minister, Vice Chair Alvaro Uribe, the former Colombian president, 
Israel's Joseph Cicchanover and Turkey's Ozdem Sanbeik-- "will spend the 
coming days determining how they will undertake their task," accordjng to 
infonnation released by the UN Secretary-General's office. 

Ban stressed during the meeting at UN headquarters in New York that the 
panelists "should seek the fullest cooperation of the national authorities" as they 
carry out their work, and that they shouJd perform their mandate in line with the 
UN Security Council presidential statement issued following the flotilla incident 
on May 31. The first progress report from the panel is scheduled to be delivered 
to the secretary-general by Sept. 15. 

Turkey's national commission will work under the coordination of the prime 
ministry with the participation of bureaucrats from the Foreign Ministry, the 
Justice Ministry, the Transportalion Ministry, the Interior Minislry and the 
Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs. For com1n\111ication with the commission 
of UN officin!s and the UN inquiry panel, Ambassador Mi that Rende has beeu 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior RevieweTJ 
I 
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appointed as "tbc contact point," the ministry said. 

The number of members on the commission is not definite as of yet, Today's 
Zaman learned from diplomatic sources. 

"lt is envisaged that the National Investigation and Examination Commission 
will prepare its report via examining the incident in coordination with all related 
institutions and establishments," the ministry concluded. 

Amidst debates over the scope of the mandate of the UN panel, UN sources said 
earlier this week that the panel is not designed to determine indjvidual criminal 
responsibility, but to examine and identify the facts, circumstances and the 
context of the incident involving the flotiUa, which had depaned from Turkey 
and was bound for the Gaza Strip. 

As part of that, the panel wilJ receive and review the reports of national 
investigations into the incident and request clarifications and information as it 
needs from national authorities, according to the same sources. 

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights Council's independent fact-finding mission of 
high-level experts that is inquiring into the same incident held its first meeting on 
Monday in Geneva. The mission is charged with determining whether any 
violation of international law, international humanitarian and human rights Jaw 
has taken place. Its report is expected to be presented to the council's next 
session, slated for September. 

Rende: an expert on maritime law 

Ambassador Rende, who has been chosen as the contact point for communication 
between the UN and Ankara concerning the inquiries on the attack, is a 
distingujshed expert of maritime law. 

Rende currently holds the position of director general for economic affairs, 
including energy, water and environment at the Foreign Ministry. Prior to serving 
fo this position, he was Turkey's ambassador to Qatar. From J 996-2000 he was 
counselor at the Turkish Embassy in London and deputy permanent 
representative of Turkey to the UN's lntemational Maritime Organization (IMO}. 
At the IMO, Rende was responsible for negotiating issues related to maritime 
law. He then completed the post-graduate program at the Royal College of 
Defence Studies in London on security and intemational relations. 

13.08.2010 

News 
TODA Y'S ZAMAN 
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Two-hour Israeli raid video 
presented in Turkey's UN report 
SEviL K0~UKl(O$UM 
ANKARA - Hurriyet Oaily News 
Thursday, September 2, 2010 

Turkey presented video cassettes, passenger testimonies and its legal reasoning that Israel's raid on the 

Mavi Marmara was an offense in Its report Thursday to the United Nations about the attack on the Gaza­

bound aid ship. 

''We gave the Turkish Foreign Ministry a two-hour video of the Israeli raid of the ship, recorded by an 
American citizen. The Images show tiow our friends were killed by Israelis," Hi.lseyin Oruc;, a council 

member of the Humanitarian Relief Foundation, or iHH, told the Hi.lrriyet Dally News & Economic Review on 

Thursday. 

Turkey Included the testimonies of 55 Mavi Marmara passengers and forensic opinions on the wounded 

passengers in its report. 

Following Turkish Ambassador Mlthat Rende's presentation of Turkey's report to the U.N. investigating 

committee In New York, sources said Turkey's initiatives regarding the issue would continue. 

Eight Turks and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent were killed when lsraell forces raided a Gaza -bound aid 

flotilla, which included the Mavi Marmara, May 31. Approximately 30 people were wounded in the attack; all 
of those killed were aboard the Mavi Marmara - a vessel owned by tlie iHH. 

Activists claim the troops started firing i!S soon as they boarded the ship, while Israeli authorities say 

passengers attacked the commandos with steel rods and wooden staves as they were abseiling down from 
helicopters. 

The U.N. Human Rights Council established an international fact-finding mission June 2 to Investigate 

violations of international law, including humanitarian and human-rights law, following the attack on the 

flotnta . 

© 2009 Hurriyet Daily N-ews 

URL: www.hurriyetdailynews.com/ n. php?n = two-hour-israeli-raid-video-is-in-tu rkey8217s-un­

report-2010-09-02 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer] 
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Turkey, on the other hand, is demanding an apology from Israel and compensation for the families of 
the victims. 

http://w_w_\!ll...w__p.r!~!>.~tin...rull[, printed on 24.08.2010. -
[RELEASED IN FULL] 

[REVIEW AUTHOR.ITV: Charles Daris, SeniQr Reviewer] 
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GENEVA· Agence France-Presse 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 

A U.N. probe said Wednesday there was clear evidence to back prosecutions against Israel for kilting and 

torture when Its troops stormed a Gaza-bound aid flotilla in May. 

In a scathing report, it also threw out Israel's argurnent that the aid activists were violent, thereby 

justifying the decision by Israeli-soldiers to open ff re. The incident left nlne Turkish nationals dead and drew 

global condemnation. 

Saying some were victims of actions "consistent with ... summary execution," the Inquiry ordered by the 

U.N. Human Rights Counclf said Israel's military used "unnecessary violence." 

These "constituted grave violations of human r ights law and international humanitarian law," it said, adding 

there was "clear evidence to support prosecutions" of crimes including "willful killing; torture or inhuman 

treatment; and willfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health ." 

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu hailed the U.N. report on Thursday, Anatolfa news agency 

reported. 

The report by the U.N. Human Rights Council "is extremely unbiased and based on sound evidence. We 

appreciate it,• Davutoglu wac; cwpted by Anatolia as telling reporters In New York on the sidelines of the 

U.N. general assembly. , 

''It meets our expectations. T hope the Israeli side will ... from now on act within international law, " he 

added. 

Israel rejected the report as "biased" and "one-sided." "As expected of a democratic country, Israel has 

been - and still is - investigating the events or the Gaza flotilla," said a statement released by the Israeli 

foreign ministry late Wednesday night. 

It added that its own committee of inquiry, which includes two international observers, was still at work and 

that Israel had also agreer1 to take part in an inquiry set up by the UN Secretary General. "The report ... is 

as biased and as one sided as the body that has produced it," the statement said . "Israel. .. is of the opinion 

that the flotilla incident is amply and sufficiently investigated as it is. All additional dealing with this issue 1s 

superfluous and unproductive." 

Israel has Insisted that it acted in line with international Jaw, arguing that it had the right to retaliate 

against ships attempting to breach its blockade of the Impoverished Gaza Strip . However, the probe said 

Israel's enforcement of a blockade was itself unlawful, since Gazc1 was suffering from a humanitarian crisis 

on the day of the deadly raid . 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewe~ 
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"For this reason alone, the blockade is unlawful and cannot be sustained in law. This is so regardless of the 

grounds on which it is sought to justify the legality of the blockade," said the report, which will be 

presented to the rights council on Monday. 

It said even those activists who did not try to stop Israeli soldiers from boarding the aid ships ftreceived 

Injuries, including fatal injuries.'' ''It is apparent that no effort was made to minimize injuries at certain 

states of the operation and that the use of live fire was done In an extensive and arbitrary manner,• said 

the Inquiry. 

"The circumstances of the killing of at least six of the passengers were in a manner consistent with an 

extra-legal, arbitrary and summary execution," it added. "The conduct of the Israeli military and other 

personnel towards the flotilla passengers WilS not only disproportionate to the occasion but demonstrated 

levels of totally unnecessary and incredible violence,• said the probe. 

The fact-finding mission, chaired by Karl Hudson-Phillips, former judge of the International Criminal Court 

In The Hague, had travelled to Turkey, Jordan and Britain to Interview witnesses and officials for the probe. 

Desmond de Silva, former chief prosecutor of the Sierra Leone War Crimes Tribunal, and Shanthi Dairiam, 

as Malaysian human rights expert, are the other members of the panel 

© 2009 Hurriyet Daily News 

URL: www .hurriyetdailynews.com/ n .php?n= un-9a2a-aid-probe-fl nds-clear-evidence- agai n st-israel-

2010-09-23 
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Israel bracing for 'mother of all 
flotillas' to Gaza 
TEL AVIV - From wire dispatches 
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 

Israel is bracing for what is being described by lts military as the "mother of all flotillas," comprising up to 

20 ships planning to set sail for the blockaded Gaza Strip, a report said Tuesday. 

The flot illa is being organized by a coalition of nongovernmental organii:ations from Europe and the United 

States, including a group calling itself European Jews for a Just Peace, Israel's Jerusalem Post reported . The 

groups hope to set off within the coming months. 

"We hope to have a broad coalition from European countries, and also maybe the United States," Dror 

Feiler, a Stockholm-based Israeli-Swedish musician and artist who is one of the organizers behind the 

flotllla plans, told the Post on Monday. ~we would like it to be double t he sJZe of the last flotilla, with at 

least a dozen ships and more than a thousand people." 

According to the newspaper, the Israeli mllltary 1s closely tracking the planned flotilla and Is preparing for a 
wide range of scenarios, including the possibility that due to the large number of ships, it will need to stop 

the vessels far from Israel's shores. 

"The Israeli army can stop 12 or 50 ships if It wants," Feiler said. fi[Nonetheless] t here are so rnany ships 

since so many people want to get together to stop the siege, which is a collective punishment on the people 

of Gaza and IS unacceptable.· 

Tl1e 1\-1:!)· 31 nttuck 

The last flotilla aimed at breaking the Gaza blockade was stopped by Israeli com man dos at the end of May. 

Nine activ ists, including eight pro-Palestlni:in Turks and one U.S. citiz.en of Turkish descent, were killed 

during the May 31 attack, which reduced already-tense relations between Turkey and Israel to historic 

lows. 

The coalition behind the new rlot lfla effort Includes the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation, or iht-1, and 

the Free Gaza Movement, which organized the flot:llla stopped in May, the Post said . 

The newspaper also reported Tuesday t hat the Israeli commission investigating the Gaza flotilla attack 

requested that the Israeli chief of staff's assistant, Col. E,rez Weiner, give the court further Information on 

the May '.H raid , 

The Turkel Committee, headed by retired high court Judge Yaakov Turkel, asked for electronic data and 

other materlals that a committee headed by Maj. Gen. G1ora Eiland analyzed when investignting the 

military aspect of the Gaza flotilla raid . 

Turkel's probe also asked for e><planations of the soldiers' behavior on the Mavi Mann<lrn, the ship whcrn 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewed 
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Manual. 

- Even if Israel's aJJeged blockade had not been lacking of legal basis to such an exten~. it would 
still have been unlawful due to the manner in which .it is enforced, since Israel has not met various 
requirements for a naval blockade to be accepted as lawful. 

Furthennore, Israel's so-called blockade does not fulfill the requirements of "proportionaljty", 
"necessity" and "reasonableness" under international law. Having extended its restrictive policies 
towards the Gaza Strip far beyond what was required for its actual security needs, Israel has banned 
even daily consumer goods, none of which could constitute military contraband, in order to punish 
tl1e civilian population. This clearly demonstrates the arbitrary nature of the so-called blockade. 

International law prohibits blockades having aimed at starving the civilian population, or inflicting 
them with disproportionate damage. Given that numerous international organizations such as the 
UN Security Council, the UN Office of the Coordinator for Humani tarian Affairs, the World Food 
Program, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, the World Bank, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN 
Development Program, and the UN Relief and Works Agency have all described the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza as "dire", "unacceptable'', "unsustainable" or "illegal", Israel 's so-called blockade 
is clearly in violation of international law in this respect as well. 

All personalities, including the high level officials of the Human Rights mechanism, who examined 
this issue have described the so-called Israeli blockade as collective punishment of civilians. With 
these practices, Israel bas violated humanitarian law and in particular the prohibition of collective 
punishment. 

All these clearly iJlustrate that Israel's so-called blockade and all practices thereunder are devoid of 
legitimacy and legal basis. Indeed, the Fact-Finding Mission mandated by the Human Rights 
Council with respect to the attack,. has determined the "blockade" to be illegal and inferred 
therefrom that the interception of the humanitarian aid convoy by Israel and its subsequent 
detention of passengers and crew were unlawful. 

- All the above show that Israel has violated the "Law of War" which it relies on with respect to the 
attack it carried out against the international aid convoy. Israel's attack on the international aid 
convoy also violates international peace time law which should in fact be applicable in this case. 
The freedom of navigation on the hjgh seas and the principle of the Flag State's exclusive 
jurisdiction arc fundamental rules of the Law of the Sea. Israel has flagrantly violated these rules by 
carrying out an attack, without any authority and jurisdiction, on the international aid convoy while 
it was sailing on the high seas. 

- Israel's attack against the humanitarian aid convoy, which violated both wartime and peacetime 
international law, has also trampled all international principles, rules and nonns with the manner in 
which it was conducted. 
While it had the possibility of intercepting the convoy carrying unarmed civilians without causing 
bloodshed, Israel opted for a course which made loss of life inevitable. Instead of employing 
numerous established means of interdiction such as firing across the bow or disabling the rudder, 
Israel chose to first intimidate and terrorize the passengers, and then to raid the ships in the darkness 
with lethal force. While so doing, Israel imposed a total electronic blackout on the vessels so that 
the terror it anticipated would not be transmitted to the outside world. 

While Israel should have re-assessed the situation upon the passengers' exercise of self-defense, 
:oinrl hart amnle time to rln sn. it chose. nn the cnnlrllrv. 1n attack with increa.~f'-rl violence. 
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Turkey says ready to help UN team, hopes Israel coop 

Oavutoglu said he hoped that Israeli party would also have cooperation with the UN missions. 

Turkey's Foreign Min1ster Ahmet Davutoglu met with Sir Desrnond de Silva, a member of the 
International Fact-Finding Mission of the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council set up to examine 
the Israeli raid on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla, in capital Ankara on Monday. 

Officials from the Foreign Ministry said that Davutoglu and de Silva discussed the raid on Mavi Marmara 

ship and developments in the following period. 

Officials quoted Da"'.utoglu as saying that the stance to be assumed by international community was 
very important, because it would help the Issue to be cleared up and also contribute to peace by 
showing that no country was superior to international law. 

Davutoglu said that Turkey was ready to fully cooperate with UN commissions. "If you have any 
question, you can ask now. I am ready to share every information with you," he said in the meeting. 

Davutoglu said he hoped that Israel.I party would also have cooperation with the UN missions. 

Members of the international mission are expected to hold a series of t alks in Ankara, Istanbul and the 
southern town of Iskenderun till August 29. 

As part of their visit, the delegation will come together with a national Investigation commission, listen 
to those injured in the attack and the witnesses, and meet executives of Turkish minist ries and 
institutions. 

Committee members will also examine the "Mavi Marmara", "Defne Y" and "Gazze" aid ships. 

Nine people, including eight Turkish and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent, were killed when Israeli 
forces raided a Gaza-bound aid flotilla on May 31. Around 30 people were wounded in the attack. 

The United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council set up the International fact-finding mission on June 2 
to investigate violations of international law, including internatlonal humanitarian and human rights 
law, resulting from the Israel! attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

AA 

· http://www.worldbulletin.net/ , printed on 24.08.2010. -
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UN team in Turkey to probe Israel aid flotilla attack - UPDATED 

Members of an international fact-finding mission will pay a visit to Turkey to examine the Israeli attack 

on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla, Turkey's Foreign Ministry said on Sunday. 

World Bulletin I News Desk 

Members of an international fact-finding team established by the UN Hutnan Rights Council began 

meeting with Turkish officials In Ankara on Monday as part of an Investigation into an Israeli attack on 

an aid flotJlla on May 31 that left nine activists dead. 

Members of the UN panel met with President Abdullah Gui and Foreign Minister Ahmet Oavutoglu on 

Monday and are due to travel to Istanbul and lskenderun, where three Turkish ships that were part of 

the aid flotllla are currently docked, before completing ttieir visit on Sunday, Aug. 29, according to a 

Foreign Ministry statement released late on Sunday. 

The fact-finding mission is composed of British lawyer Desmond de Silva - a former UN war crfmes 
prosecutor -- Trinidadian judge Karl T. Hudson-Phillips and Malaysian women's r ights advocate Mary 

Shanthi Dairiam. Its mandate Is primarily to investigate whether Israel breached international 

humanitarian or human rights law. 

The Foreign Ministry statement said the investigative team will meet with representatives from a 
national inquiry delegation set up by Turkey, hear witnesses of the Israeli raid, including those injured 

in the attack, and confer with officials from the Foreign Ministry and other relevant state institutions. 
The Foreign Ministry also pledged full cooperation with the UN panel, saying "all sorts of assistance and 
facilitation will be offered" to the team during Its work. 

Their final report on the May 31 raid, said the stat.ement, "carries great Importance in terms of 

shedding fight on the facts about the incident." 

The UN Human Rights Council 's investigation into the Israeli raid, which took place In International 

waters, 1s separate from a higher-profile UN probe announced by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. The 
47-member council's probe was launched before Ban's announcement of the high-level panel earlier 

this month. 

:rhe president of the Geneva- based council, Sihasak Phuangketkeow, has dismissed claims that Ben's 

announcement made the Human Rights Council investigation superfluous, saying earlier this month 
that the fact-finding m ission should proceed because there Is a clear distinction between the missions 

and mandates of the two inquiries. 

Israel has said it would work with Ban's panel, which is led by former New Zealand Prime Minister 

Geoffrey Palmer and outgoing Colombian President Alvaro Uribe and includes members from Turkey 
and Israel. But the Jewish state has previously refused to take part in council investigations. Sihasak 

said it would be "in the interest of Israel to do so.~ 

Both teams are expected to publlsh their findtngs in September. 

Israeli commandos trying to prevent activists from breaking Its blockade of Gaza killed eight Turks and 

one Turkish-American during the raid on one of the flotflla's six vessels. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer] 
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TODAYS ZAMAN 
UN fact-finding team in Turkey for aid flotilla probe 

Members of an international fact-finding team established by the UN Human 
Rights Council began meeting with Turkish officials in Ankara on Monday as 
part of an investigation into an Israeli attack on an aid flotilla on May 3 J that left 
nine activists dead. 

Members of the UN panel met with President 
Abdullah Gul and Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu on Monday and are due to travel to 
istanbul and iskenderun, where three Turkish 
ships that were part of the aid flotilla arc 
currently docked, before completing their visit on 
Sunday, Aug. 29, according to a Foreign 
Ministry statement released late on Sunday. 

The fact-finding mission is composed of British lawyer Desmond de Silva -- a 
fonner UN war crimes prosecutor -- Trinidadianjudge Karl T. Hudson-Phillips 
and Malaysian women's rights advocate Mary Shanthi Dairiam. lts mandate is 
primarily to investigate whether 1srael breached international humanitarian or 
human rights law. 

The Foreign Ministry statement said the investigative team will meet with 
representatives from a national inquiry delegation set up by Turkey, hear 
witnesses of the Israeli raid, including those injured in the attack, and confer with 
officials from the Foreign Ministry and other relevant state institutions. The 
Foreign Ministry also pledged full cooperation with the UN panel, saying "all 
sorts of assistance and facilitation will be offered" to the team during its work. 

Their final report on the May 3 I raid, said the statement, "carries great 
importance in terms of shedding light on the facts about the incident." The UN 
Human Rights Council's investigation into the Israeli raid, which took place in 
international wafers, is separate from a higher-profile UN probe announced by 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. The 47-member council's probe was launched 
before Ban's announcement of the high-level panel earlier this month. 

The president of the Geneva-based council, Sihasak Phuangketkcow, has 
dismissed claims that Ban's announcement made the Human Rights Council 
investigation superfluous, saying earlier this month that the fact-finding mission 
should proceed because there is a clear distinction between the missions and 
mandates of the two inquiries. 

fsraeJ has said it would work with Ban's panel, which is led by former New 
Zealand Prime Minister Geoffrey Palmer and outgoing Colombian President 
Alvaro Uribe and includes members from Turkey and Israel. But the Jewish state 
has previously refi.ised to t;ikt: p<irt in council investigations. Sihnsak said it 
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would be "in the interest oflsrael to do so." Both teams are expected to publish 
their findings in September. 

Israeli commandos trying to prevent activists from breaking its blockade of Gaza 
killed eight Turks and one Turkish-American during the raid on one of the 
flotilla's six vessels. Israel has said the soldiers acted in self-defense after being 
attacked as they boarded the Mavi Marmara, owned by a Turkish charity. Turkey, 
on the other hand, is demanding an apology from Israel and compensation for the 
families of the victims. 

24.08.2010 

News 
TODA Y'S ZAMAN 
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ANKARA - Anatolia Ne ws Agency 
Monday, August 23, 2010 

Members of an International fact·finding mission are scheduled to visit Turkey to examine evldence from 

lsrael's attack in May on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla, Turkey's Foreign Ministry said Sunday_ 

The ministry's statement said members of the Independent mission woul.d hold talks In Ankara, rstanbul 

and the southern town of lskenderun tl l! Aug. 29. Turkey's Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu will receive 

the delegation in Ankara. 

The delegation is expected to confer With a domestic Turkish investigation commission, hear testimony 

from witnesses of the attack, including those who were injured, and meet leaders from Turkish state 

ministries and institutions. 

Members Qf the international mi!i;sion will also examine the Mavi Marmara, Defne Y and Gazze afd ships. In 

its statement, the ministry said the report the international mission would prepare was of vital Importance 

in revealing the facts of what happened during the attack. 

Around 30 people were injured when Israeli forces raided a Gaza-bound aid f lotilla on May 31. Eight Turkish 

citizens and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent were killed. 

The United N<itions Human Rights Council set up the international fact-finding m fssion on June 2 to 

investigate the possibility that Israel violated mternationa l law - specifically International humanitarian and 

human rights law - when it attacked the flolilta of ships carrying humanitarian assistance supplies. 

© 2009 Hurriyet Daily News 

URL: www .hurriyetdallynews.com/ n .php? n = int82171-gaza-flotilla-com m ittee- to-visit-turkey-2010-

08-23 
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EU-US insensitive to Israel-killed activists disappoint Turkey 

UN draft resolution was adopted by 30 votes against 1 vote (that belonged to USA). EU countries 

abstained at the voting. 

Turkish Foreign Ministry said on Thursday that the United States objected and the European Union (EU) 

member countries abstained against the UN Human Rights Council's draft resolution regarding Israeli 

attack on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla. 

The ministry released a statement and said report of the fact-finding mission established by the UN 

Human Rights Council to Investigate the raid in the international waters and Its consequences which 

resulted in death of eight Turkish citizens and a U.S. dtiz.en, was submitted to the Council on 
September 22. 

The draft resolution, submitted to the council by P.akistan on behalf of the 57 OIC-member states, was 
adopted by 30 votes against 1 vote ( that belonged to USA). EU countries abstained at the voting. 

The statement said the UN Human Rights Council approved the report of the International fact-finding 

mission which was prepared In a professional and objective stance and adopted a draft resolution :>n 
September 29 pertaining to points on following of the report. 

"Despite evident EU principles on human rights, EU member countries, whose citizens were evacuated · 

by Turkey following Israeli raid, used abstained vote and the United States, whose citlz.en was killed in 
the attack, used negative vote. Turkey was disappointed and conveyed its sensitivity on the matter to 

EU and the United States." 

The statement said, "assessments of the report that Israel's armed attack in the international waters 

was evidently illegal, that Israeli troops used excessive, unnecessary and unbelievable violence and the 

intervention seriously violated human rights law and rules of humanitarian law were important. Turkey 
expects all the related parties, rnainly Israel, to draw necessary lesson from the assessments in 

question." 

Nine peop1e, including eight Turkish citiz.ens and one U.S. citiz.en of Turkish descent, were killed when 

Israeli forces raided a Gaza-bound aid flotilla in international waters on May 31. Around 30 people were 

wounded In the attack. 

The UN Human Rights Council set up an international fact-finding mission on June 2 to investigate 

violations of international law, Including international humanitarian and human rights law, resulting 

from the Israeli attack on the flotllla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

Agencies 

~ELEASED IN FULL) 
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!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer] 

http://www.worldbulletin.net/news -=print.php? icl=64628 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Stat~C€~~™<f~~i15/01/2012 

10/1/2010 



StateDept01765

C 1 8 7 513 2 2 U.S. Department of Stat~,,.c~,N-O.._fr.~lQ..,04J~~~Q5/01/2012 
wvKLD BULLETIN- TURKE~~m&O'i'll'EW~1~8~ msens1t1ve to Israel-... Page 2 of2 

Tu!:k.ey-11Q.p_e.s_Isr..aglt.9 learn acting in international law after UN reR.Qtl 

UN reP...ort: ! srael wilfully killed, tortured Turkish Gaza activists 
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lSRAEL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

I-· 
Gaza flotilla: Statement by PM Netanyahu 
31 May 2010 
This regrettable incident was the 
result of an intentional 
provocation of forces which 
support Iran and its terrorist 
enclave, Hamas, in the Gaza 
Strip. 

jRELEASED IN FULL) 

{Translated from Hebrew} 

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

... •1-: 

Last night a regrettable incident occurred, during which people were killed and others were 
injured. IDF soldiers who were compelled to defend their lives were also injured. This 
incident was the result of an intentional provocation of forces which support Iran and its 
terrorist enclave, Hamas, in the Gaza Strip. This enclave, Hamas, has fired thousands of 
missiles at the State of Israel, and it is amassing thousands more. 

This is a clear case of self-defense. Israel cannot allow the free flow of weapons, rockets 
and missiles to the terronst base of Hamas in Gaza. ti's a terrorist base supported by Iran; 
it's already fired thousands of rockets at Israeli cities; it seeks to smuggle in thousands 
more, and this is why Israel must inspect the goods that come into Gaz.a. It's also a clear 
case of self-defense because as our soldiers were inspecting these ships, they were 
attacked - they were almost lynched. They were allacked with club!\, with knives. perhaps 
with live gunfire, and they had to defend themselves - !hey were golhg to be killed. Israel 
will not allow its soldiers to be lynched -and neither would any other self~respecting country. 

Our policy is simple. We say. any goods, any humanitarian aid to Gaza. can enler. What 
we want lo prevent 1s their ability to bring in war materiel - missiles. rockets. the means for 
constructing casings for missiles and rockets. This has been our policy and yesterday we 
told the flotilla - which was not a simple, innocent flotilla - t.o bring their goods into 
Ashdod. We told them that we would examine their cargo and allow those goods lhat could 
not be used as weapons or shielding materials for Hamas into Gaza. 

Five of the six ships accepted these terms without violence. Apparently, the sixth ship. the 
largest, which had on board hundreds of people, had a premeditated plan lo harm IDF 
soldiers. When the first soldiers dropped down onto the deck of the ship, lhey were 
attacked by a vlolent mob and were compelled to defend their lives. That is when the 
unfortunate events took place. 

We have a simple pclicy, which will continue. That policy is: we have no argumcnl or nght 
wilh lhc population of Gaza We are interested in allowing them to continue their regular 
routines. We want to prevent any humanitarian crisis in Gaza, but we are fighting the 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer) 
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Hamas organization, which threatens the citizens of Israel and fires missiles at Israeli cities. 
It is our duty to defend the citizens of Israel, protect Israel's cities and ensure the security of 
the State of Israel - and we will continue to do so. 

Statement following meeting with Canadian PM Stephen Harper (31 May 2010): 

Gaza has become a base for Hamas terrorists backed by Iran, from which they fire 
thousands of rockets into Israel. They're amassing thousands more rockets to fire at our 
cities, at our towns, at our children. Our policy is this: we try to let in all humanitarian goods 
into Gaza, all peaceful commodities - food, medicine and the like. What we want to prevent 
corning into Gaza are rockets, missiles. explosives and war materiel that could be used to 
attack our civilians. 

This is an ongoing policy and it was the one that guided our action yesterday. We told the 
flotilla of ships. we said: "You can lake all your cargo. Put it in our port of Ashdod. We'll just 
ferret out if there are any war materiels and the rest will go through." We succeeded doing 
this peacefully with five of the six ships. The sixth ship, the largest. which had hundreds of 
people on it not only did not cooperate in this effort, they deliberately attacked the first 
soldiers that came on the ship. They were mobbed; they were clubbed; they were beaten; 
they were stabbed and there was even a report of gunfire. 

Our soldiers had to defend themselves, defend their lives or they would have been killed. 
and regrettably, in this exchange al least ten people died. We regret this loss of life. We 
regret any of the violence that was there. I would like to wish speedy recovery to the 
wounded, including four of our own soldiers. 

Our policy was and will continue to be that we will let humanitarian aid. any kinds of goods 
that are meant for peace to the civilian population in Gaza. We have no quarrel with the 
people of Gaza. We do have a conflict with the terrorist regime of Hamas, supported by 
Iran. We want to maintain a situation were we prevent weapons and raw materials from 
corning into Gaza. That is our main task. 

Page 2of2 
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) 

From: 
Sent: 

I 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:44 PM 

To: 

Cc: 

Gordon, Philip H: Feltman, Jeffrey D; Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc 
J· Gaza Flotilla Monltorina G=o=~· Kal~now~ Tina S; Bally', Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; 

[ , I Siiliman, Douglas A; Ross, Dennis B. 
Hale, D<tvid M; Connelly, Maura; Sullivan, Jacob J 

Subject: RE: MFA on cabinet meeting 

+ Dennis Ross 

L .... _=:Jdid not commit on the timetable for release of those deemed suspects by the Attorne:s6 
General. The number was unknown but was estimated at low.er than 55 (clearly not all of these 
are Turks, however}. The Israelis were clear with us that those unper the AG's authority 
would only be released subject to le al roceedings, which they hoped would go quickly, but 
could not promise. Based on what reported (directly after speaking With the PM), 
POTUS was able to tell Erdogan that t e eportation process was beginning imminently and the 
Israelis intended it to proceed quickly, although some political and legal issues remained in 
somE' cases. He also asked for patience. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Gordon, Philip H [mailto:GordonPH@state.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:33 PM 
To: Feltman, Jeffrey D; Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc J; Gaza Flotilla 
Monitoring Group; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess .L; Marsh, Denise M; Sherwood-Randall, 
Elizabeth o.; Brink, Bridget A.; Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura; Sullivan, Jacob J; Shapiro, Daniel B. 
Subject: RE: MFA on cabinet meeting 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message----­
From: Feltman, Jeffrey D 
S~nt: .Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:14 PM 
To: Gordon, PhiliP, H; Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James FJ Sievers1 Marc J; Gaza Flotilla 

,.ru===ILGt:oi.u:t.:....Kailiaruiw~:i.rul_s.;_ . .,....· ....... "Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; ~l---------~I 

~-~~~-~~~-~~~~----~ 
Silliman, Douglas A 

called with the following: 

There are 673 total detainees from the Gaza flotilla. 
Of those, 118 will be deported via Jordan. 
50 are being expelled via the airport, having signed a consent form. 
120 others will be sent out via the airp.ort "shortly," 
Israel h "hoping to make the deadline" for releasing lurks, with the deadline being the 

11 a.m. Wednesday Turkish security council meeting .• 
Three Lebanese are being deported directly via Ras Naqoura. 
53 of various nationalities are wounded. The wounded are being treated as suspects in 

the attacks oh the IDF by the Israelis. The Attorney General needs to rule on what to do 

1 
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·~ith these 55. 
quick release. 

Israelis may want to bring couf't cases against these, which argues against a 
But these are in the hands of the Attorney General. 

Jeffrey Feltman 
Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs 
Department of State 
202-647-7209 

-----Original Message----­
From: Gordon, Philip H 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 4:35 PM 
To: Cunningham, James B; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc J; Gaza Flotilla MOnitoring Group; 

r.iL:!Jl.rul!lkL._.J:ina S: Ba;!Jy_,_;J_~_J,; Marsh, De~ise M; [ :=J 
L_ } Sillim~an-,~Do-ug~fa-s~A---· 
Cc: Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura 
Subject: RE: MFA on cabinet meeting 

Davutolgu very clear today that they wanted all of the passengers out, unconditionally. If 
all not permitted to leave many others would refuse to leave. Impol'tant to get commitment on 
getting all out or big trouble ahead. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message----­
From: Cunningham, James B 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2.010 4:2.8 PM 
To: Jeffrey, lames F; Sievers, Marc J; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; Gordon, Philip H; 
Kaidanow. Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; l ___ ~ ______ J 

[_ -···· I J Silliman, Douglas A 
cc: Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura 
Subject: Re: MFA on cabinet meeting 

Mfa readout might not square with what [- ····-----·----J told me. I think they will try 
to find a way to get most of the turkish out soon, and all in the near future. ~]said 
~is tasked to get the deportations working. We'll follow to see if they cBriliial<e it 
work. He said decision was to get the Turks back. 
Sent from my BlackBerry 

----- Original Message -·-·· 
From: Jeffrey, James F 
To: Sievers, Marc J; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; Gordon, Philip H; Kaidanow, Tina s; 
Baily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov' 
<elizabeth_d._sherwood·randall@nsc.eop.gov>; 'bbrlnk@nsc.eop.gov' <bbrink@nsc.eop.gov>; 
Silliman, Oouglas A 
Cc: Cunningham, James B; Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 23:20:41 2010 
Subject: Re: MFA on cabinet meeting 
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----· Original Message ·-·-­
From: Sievers, Marc J 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Cc: Cunningham, James BJ Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 23:08:22 2010 
Subject: MFA on cabinet meeting 

85 

called me to update on deportation authority. 86 
Cabinet dec~i""'d'e-.d-i"'t:-.-h-a_s_a_u~t•h-o-ri~· t'y~t-o-ex_p_e~d~i~te--'departure of all detainees not suspected of 
attacking Israeli military personnel. This apparently covers all those in detention in Beer 
Sheva. They will still be asked to sign release form, but oral request to leave Israel will 
be accepted. 

Cabinet decided, however, to support police request to detain for possible investigation and 
perhaps prosecution those who are suspected of attacking !Sraeli military. He said this 
means basically all the wounded currently in hospitals and a small number of those in Beer 
Sheva will be held at least for a few more days while Attorney General decides how to 
p·roceed, it's not clear yet whether they will put any of them on trial, I noted this would 
scuttle understanding reached with Turks about evacuating Turkish wounded. He said that was 
correct. 
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logg, Cristina A 

From: Kim, Yuri J 
Sent: Tuesday, October 18, 2011 1 :37 AM 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J; An,,,ka=ra~-=EX=EC~-----
Subject: FW: Tel Aviv Cable: Israel Syria;~ ______ NR 

Turkey! 

For AMB's read file pis. 

This document is SECRETl!NOFORN when separated from SECRET/INOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRETl/NOFORN 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 

Derived from previous message. 
2036/10/18 

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2011 9:05 PM 
To: Bally, Jess L; Kim, Yuri J; Stafford, Edward G; Fernandes, Anthony C; Letvin, John C 
Subject: Tel Avtv Cable: L .... -....... ... Syria;! I Turkey! 

MRN: 

DateJDTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

SECRET//NOFORN 

11 TEL AVIV 1221 
Oct 17, 2011I171210Z OCT 11 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 
TAGS: PREL, PTER, MOPS, KISL, EG, TU, IS 

Captions: NOFORN 
Reference: A) 11 TEL A VIV 1207 

Subject: NSS Senior Director Simon Engages the GOI on Egypt,. Syria, Turkey 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlewerj 

NR 

1. (S) Summary: On October 4, visiting NSS Senior Director Steven Simon 
told senior GOI interlocutors i-··--- ...... --· ...... 
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Israeli-Egyptian Relations 

2. (C) I NR 

Sinai Security 

5. f!'lll 
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Syria 

6. (S) I 

Turkey 

.4(9) 
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9. (S) 
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10. (U) NSS Senior Director Simon cleared this message. 

Minimize considered. 
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IRAQ 
Iraq Message 
" President Obama - "Going foiword, a transitional force of U.S. troops will remain in Iraq with a 

different mission: advising and assisting Iraq's Security Forces, supporting Iraqi troops in targeted 
counterterrorism missions, and protecting our civilians. Consistent with our agreement with the 
Iraqi government, all U.S. troops will leave by the end of next year. As our military draws down, 
our dedicated civilians - diplomats, aid workers, and advisors - are moving into the lead to support 
Iraq as it strengthens its government, resolves political disputes, resettles those displaced by war. 
and builds ties with the region and the world." (08131/10) (read transcript) 

" President Obama - "Even us we. transition to an Iraqi lead and bring our troops home, our 
commitment to the Iraqi people endures. We will continue to advise and assist Iraqi security 
forces, who are already responsible for security in most of the country. And a strong.American 
civilian presence will help Iraqis forge political and economic progress. This will not be a simple 
task, but this is what success looks like; an ·1raq that provides no haven io terrorists; a democratic 
Iraq that is sovereign and stable and self-reliant." (05122110) (read transcript) 

_, Vice President Biden - "[This) administration is absolutely committed to a successful, stable, 
representative, and just Iraq. And we are committed to building an enduring partnership between 
Iraq and the United States ... As President Obama made clear last year, we will end our combat 
mission of our troops ihis summer and draw down our forces in compliance with the U.S.-lraqi 
security agreement. But even as we draw down our military .... we will ramp up our political, 
diplomatic, and economic engagement with Iraq." (01123110) (read transcript) 

,.are the U~S; .an!l lraq;~ave .reached ~arding the settlement .ofclaims of.U;S 
lct!mu;if(he Sadd?m Hussein regime, 

Efforts by the U.S; and Iraq Jo settle lo'-n-gs""'tan-,din;;--. -g-crauns.,-. -,.-o""'f......,.S". -na-,,-0.....,,.s_w_h,...o-:w::-:er-e ,.,.,cti,...ms...,....o..,.,,th' 
addam Hussein tegime were brought to conclusion on June·2t in accordance with the U.S.-I 
laims :Settlement Agreement that was signed on September 2, 2910. The settlement is designed 
rovidefair eompeiisation for American nationals who were prison.ers ·ofwat, h~es. ·.!ll:ld h . 
: elds dining the'first Gulf War and U.S. servicemen who ~re ~nj~d in the.19.87 .attack on th 
SS Stm'k,·and tO confum Iraq'$ immunity.iii U.$. touj"ts i11 Collllec.tion With SllChclaimS& 

/'.Theresolution o~thes: q,!~._is tile product ofse~erarv-ears.,of'liajil W:rk an~ ~eful peS,ot,iJl!io 
etween the goverµmenW'.of~~,.u.s, and Iraq. It represents a ~1!!11ifi.cant ste m · 's 't 

. _resolve outsl¢ding cltiim,s atising,from actions of the previous te~t< 
~The Departmeni of State will no\\iestablish procedures thro~gli whi9h "el"ig"i!i"'li::-u""".s=-. na_,,,p"".onal-,,,s'""· ...... ,., 
~ aole to lip ply for compe11Sllti9n for their claims. This may inclu9e the :refemil of S'ollie cll1io!s '. 
the Forei Claims Settlement ommission for ad"udication. · State De artment res statemert 
I 6/21/l l 

Could you comment on U.S. efforts to promote o better business environment in Iraq? 
_, The U.S. government believes strongly that expanding economic opportunity is as essential as 

building democratic institutions. In particular, it's very important for people going through the 
changes that are sweeping the region to believe and to see that democracy delivers. 

Content drawn from guidance materials previously cleared by the State Department 2 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE• PO BRIEFING BOOK• POBRIEFINGBOOK@STATE.GOV 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2011-08841 Doc No. C18761295 Date: 06/1412012 



StateDept01777

UNCLA::;::;n-1 t:U u ,::;, uepartment OT ::;1are Lase NO. r-LU'I ·1-UOOLI I uoc NO. \., I OIO '""" uarn: UO/ 14/ LU'" 

UNCLASSlFH:<JJ 

NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 

./ We see too few American companies alongside our soldiers and our diplomats. Iraqis are looking 
to rebuild every sector of their economy, nor only their oil sector but a·gribusiness, transportation, 
housing, banking, and many others. · 

./ There are still significant security challenges, bottlenecks in infrastructure, unclear regulations, 
and, unfortunately~ corruption. But as our Iraqi colleagues will tell you, they are working hard to 
ina:ke it:easier to do business in Iraq for Iraqis and foreign investors alike, 

./ Each company will ma:ke its own decisions about the costs and benefits, but we want to go on 
record unequivocally in encouraging American business to begin that process, and we will do 
everything we can to support you in it. Our embassies and consulates will be hubs that support 
commerciai activity in every region of Iraq. The Stale Department will work hard to champion 
American companies. USA!D, Treasury, the Departments of Energy and Agriculture, OPIC, Ex­
Im, and m.any other agencies have unique and proven cxp.erience that we can bring to the table . 

./ Ambassador Jeffrey is working hard to establish. an Amerjcan Chamber of Commerce.in Iraq, 
which would be another powerful advocate . 

./ Ultimately these decisions are up to the Iraqi people: the leaders of the government, the leaders of 
industry, and, of course, Iraqi men and women who want that better future. (Remarks by Secretary 
Clinton, 06/03/l J) 

./ Fact Sheet Doing Business in Iraq (06/03/l I) 

Can you provide details on the Department's plan lo hire security contractors in Iraq? 
./ The safety of U.S. government personnel is of primary importance. Foryears, our diplomats have 

served admirably in challenging environments . 
./ In Iraq, we have operated successfillly in multiple areas with Diplomatic Security (DS) personnel 

arid private security contractors (PSCs) since.2004. We have.high confidence that our capable 
security professionals will continue to provicle a safe and secure platform to suppqrt U.S.foreign 
policy in Iraq. 

·./ As the military draws down, the Department is implementing its civilian increase in Iraq. As the 
Department of Defense has done in Iraq, the Department will rely on the use of contractors for a 
multitude of functions. We use contractors 'in contingency operations to fill a surge capacity' and 
when it is cost-efficient, as opposec! to building up permanent, U.S. dir~ct-hire staff. 

./ At most of our diplomatic facilities world-wide, the guard force staff is comprised of local 
nationals, and our diplomats live cin the local economy. As the security environment improves, we 
will transition to a more traditional mode of operation . 

./ The Department takes contract oversight responsibilities seriously, and has worked to enhance 
oversight of PSCs. For the DS Worldwide Protective Services contract, DS has increased staffing 
to more than 200 direct-hire personnel to oversee the contract and its task orders, and to ensure 
contract compliance by approximately 5, I 00 contract employees currently expected .to be working 
in Iraq after the transition . 

.( We·are confident that, in close coordination and cooperation with the U.S. military and the 
Government of Iraq, we will carry out a successful transition beyond 2011 while maintaining 
security for our personnel. 

./ The U.S. ·and Iraq are rebalancing the relationship while we remain committed to a comprehensive 
partnership - based on the Strategic Frame':"ork Agreement-. thai will broaden the emphasis on· 
political, economic, environmental", technological and cultural cooperation, while also expanding 
on success in the realm of security that was the focus of recent years. (Press Guidance, 06/10/11) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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IRAN 
I ran Message 
.,I' Secretary Clinton - "The prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran concerns us all. And to address that 

threat, together we have pursued a dual-track approach of engagement and pressure, aimed at 
encouraging Iran's leaders to change course. The draft resolution agreed to by all of our P-5+ 1 
partners and circulated at the Security Council sends a clear message to the Iranian leadership: Live 
up to your obligation, or face growing isolation and consequences. As we continue to cooperate in 
New York, the burden is on Iran to demonstrate through its actions that it will uphold its 
responsibility." (05/2 J/I 0) (read transcriQt) 

.,I' National Securiiy Advisor Jones - "Iran's continued defiance of its international obligations on 
iis· nuclear program and its support of terrorism represents a significant regional and global ihreat. 
A nuclear-armed fran could trnnsforin the landscape of the Middle East, precipitating a nuclear 
arms race, dramatically increasing the prospect and danger of local conflicts, fatally wounding"the 
global non-proliferation regime, and emboldening the terrorists and extremists who threaten the 
United States and our allies. Therefore, we are now working actively with allies and partners to 
increase the costs oflran's continued failure to live up to its intemalional obligations. This 
includes a U.N. Security CounCil sanctions resolution." (04/21/\0) (read transcript) 

Can you comment on reports of violence against Iranian protestors marking the second 
anniversary of the country's contested election? 
.,I' We have seen reports that a heavier-than-usual number of security forces were deployed to break 

up protesters, and that they arrested many of them and used tear gas and batons to disperse them . 
.,I' We were also deeply saddened to learn of the death of jailed political activist and journalist Hoda 

Saberafter a hunger-strike in protest of fellow activist Haleh Sahabi's death on June I.. It is a stark 
reminder that, two years after the first large-scale crackdown on peaceful protesters in the region, 
the Iranian government has not changed tactics. It continues to jaii, torture, and brutally repress 
those Iranian citizens who demand justice, accountability from their government, and their 
universal human rights, · 

.,I' We again mourn all the'victims of this repression, and express our deepest condolences to their 
families and friends. We call on'the international eommunity to renew ciur resolve to stand with 
citizens who yearn'to be free and to exercise their universal rights. We stand join all people of 
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conscience.around the world in condemning the violence of these regimes. (Press Guidance, 
06/13/11) 

What is the U.S. response to UN Security Council's extension of the lra.n Panel of Experts' 
mandate for another twelve months? 
,/' The. United States strongly supports the Iran Panel of Experts and we are pleased the Security 

Council voted to. renew its mandate on June 9. 
,/' UN sanctions panels are well-established and independent tools to improve implementation of UN 

sanctions. The !ran Panel of Experts has given the Council and its Iran Sanctions Committee 
independent, professional, seasoned advice on how to do just that. 

,/' Jn light of Iran's <ingoing noncompliance, and Iran's ·latest announcement that it intends to install 
centrifuges in Qoin and to triple its production of nearly 20% low enriched uranium (LEU), the 
international community must come together urgently to strengthen enforcement of·these sanctions . 

.t' Full implementation of the provisions contained in the Council's resolutions will send a powerful 
signal to Iran's decision makers, as well as constrain Iran's ability to continue its proliferation 
sensitive activities .. 

,/' We hope the Security Council will release the Panel's fina.l report soon so that other countries can 
benefit from·the Panel's findings and recommendations. The Panel conducted excellent 
investigative work and we strongly support its findings. We commend the Panel's professiorialism, 
metho'dological rigor and high stan'dards. (Press Guidance, 06/1 0/11) 

Could you comment:on efforts·to hold. Iranian human rights abusers accountable? 
.,/' Nearly two·years after Iran's brave citizens took to the streets, the struggle for civil liberties and 

fundamental.rights continues. On June 9, the U.S. sanctioned three· Iranian government entities 
complicit ·in the ongoing. brutal repression - the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the Basij 
Resistance Force, and Iran's Law Enforcement Forces (LEF) - as well as LEF Commander Ismail 
Ahmadi Moghadam . 

.t' While Iran's leaders hypocritically applaud protesters abroad calling for self-detennination, many 
of Iran's own citizens - including founding members of the revolution - are being held as political 
prisoners merely for holc!ing views contrary to Iran's leaders. Iranians are being executed for 
crimes based on dubious· charges and without the due process guaranteed under Iran's constitution. 
'Religious and ethnic minorities are intimidated and imprisoned, while women's rights activists, 
human rights defenders, clerics, and labor leaders are targeted for retribution for seeking human 
rights for themselves and other Iranian citizens. By barring· many of Iran's most accomplished 
artists, journalists, and academics·from working, and forcing many to flee their homeland, the 
Iranian government-restricts the.space where free thought and expression can flourish . 

.,/' Tlie United States stands with all Iranians who wish for a goverrimentthat respects their human 
rights, their dignity and:their freedom, and we call on the Iranian government to end its systematic 
human Tights abuses and political hypocrisy. (Remarks by Secretary Clinton, 06/09/11) 

,/' This action blocks, or freezes, the property and interests in property of designated persons or 
designated entities. U.S·. persons are prohibited from engaging in transactions involving the persons 
or entities. All designees and members of designated entities are subject to a travel ban by. 

,/' As we continue to collect additional infonnation and evidence, and as new events unfold in Iran, 
we anticipate that additional individuals will be designaied. (Press Guidance, 06/09/11) 

.t' fact Sheet: Sanctions Against Iranian Human Rights Abusers (06/09/11) 

The content contained here Is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
lsrael/Palesline Message 
.r ?,resident Obama - "The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with 

permanent Palestinian borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with 
Palestine. We believe the borders oflsrael and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with 
mutually agreed swaps, so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The 
Palestinian people must have·the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a 
sovereign and contiguous state." (05/19/l l)(read transcript) 

.r Special Envoy Mitchell - "The best outcome is an agreement which results in two states living 
side by. side in peace and security, and the only way that can be achieved is through direct 
negotiations between the parties.in which the Uniied States will be an active and sustained 
participant, and with the full support ofour many friends and allies around the world." (08/20/l 0) 
(read transcript) 

.r Secretary Clinton - "We support a two-state solution, with Israelis and Pales1i11ians co-existing 
peacefully and with mutual security. We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties 
can mutually agree.on an outcome which ends the conflict·and reconciles the. Palestinian goal of an. 
independent and viab.le state based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the !Sraeli goal.of a 
Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that refle.ct subsequent developments 1!,11d meet 
Israeli security requirements. And we recognize that Jerusalem is a deeply important issue to 
Israelis and Palestinians, to Jews, Muslims, 1\11d Christi!\11s everywhere. We believe it is possible to 
reach· an outcome that both reaiizes the aspirations of all parties for Jerusalem, and safeguards its 
status for the futute." (02/14/l 0) (read transcript) 
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What is the U.S. position on Palestinian efforts to secure UN recognition as a stale? 
-I' We vehemently reject attempts to de-legitimize the state of Israel. As the President stated at the ON 

General Assembly, Israel's existence must not be a subject for debate, and efforts lo. chip away at 
Israel's legitimacy will only be met by the unshakeable opposition of the United States. 

-1' The President has been clear that he supports two states for two peoples, and that it would be a 
mistake for the Palestinians to pursue a path for statehood at the UN rather than at the negotiating 
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table with Israel. We have been frank that we reject counterproductive attempts to resolve 
permanent status issues at ihe UN . 

.I As the President said on.May 19., "For Palestinians, efforts to de!egitimize Israe.l will end in failure. 
Symbolic actions to isolate Israel at t.he United Nations in September won't create an independent 
state." That is why we·arefocused on a negotiated outcome that will lead to the establishment of an 
independent, viable state of Palestine alongside a secure state of Israel. 

v' We have been· steadfasrinout determination to ensure ihat Israel is"treated fairly, that its security is 
never in doubt, and that Israel has the same rights and responsibilities as all UN member states . 

.,/ We have opposed unbalanced, one-sided resolutions, at the UN General Assembly, the Security 
Council, ihe UN Human Rights Council, UNESCO, and elsewhere. We have opposed the deeply 
flawed and biased Goldstone Report; and voted against multiple resolutions on last year's flotilla 
incident at ihe Human Rights Council. On the Goldstone Report, we have been clear that we want 
to see UN action end in relation to the report. Regarding the flotilla issue, we have joined the· 
Secretary-General in his call on Governments lo use their respective influence to discourage future 
flotillas, and avoid unnecessary and unhelpful provocative actions that seek to bypass the effective 
mechanisms that exist to deliver goods and services to Gaza . 

.,/ Much work still:needs to be done at the Human Rights.Council. We continue to protest the 
egregious permanent agenda item on Israel. But we have managed to use every opportunity to shift 
the focus of the debate at the Council addressing the most serious human rights abusers, rather than 
unfairly singling·out Israel. · 

.I All these efforts demonstrate that our commitment to defend Israel throughout the UN system, both 
in countering bias_ed anti-Israeli actions and 'in opposing those who seek platforms to expand anti­
lsrael efforts at the UN, remains strong . 

.,/ Israel wants to play a larger role globally, multilaterally and at the UN. It does not want to. be 
viewed solely through the prism of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israelis understand that they not 
only !iave rights within the internationql system; they also have responsibilities, and they want to 
meet ihem. To thai end, the.United States is working with Israel to advance its positive multilateral 
engagement agenda, and move beyond ihe focus on contentious political and security issues,. with 
the aim of addressing'ihe issue ofdelegitiinization and lsrael'flreatmerit at ihe UN . 

.I Looking ahead, we are committed to building on our efforts wiih Israel at the UN, including 
working with Israel to advance its positive global agenda, and continuing_ to oppose attempts to 
isolate and delegitimize.Israel. (Remark§ by Assistant Secretary B"rimmer, 06/15/11) 

What is U.S. policy on Middle East peace as outlined by President Obama? 
.,/ A lasting peace will involve two states for two peoples: Israel as a Jewish state and the homeland 

for ihe Jewish people, and ihe.state of Palestine as the homeland for the Palestinian people, each 
state enjoying self-detem\ination, mutual recognition, and peace . 

.I The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with permanent Palestinian 
borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and pern1anent Israeli borders with Palestine. We believe · 
the borders of!srael and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with mutually agreed.swaps, 
so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The Palestinian people must 
have· the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a sovereign and contiguous 
state . 

.( Every state has the right to self-defense, and Israel ·must. be able· to defend itself - by itself - against 
any·threat. Provisions must also be robust enough to prevent a resurgence of terrorism, to stop the 
infiltration of weapons, and to provide effective border security, The full and.phased withdrawal of 
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Israeli military forces should be coordinakd with the assumption of Palestinian security 
responsibility in a sovereign, non-militacized state .. 

./ These steps alone Will not resolve the conflict, because two wrenching and emotional issues wiil 
remain: the. future of Jerusalem; and the fate·of Palestinian refugees. But moving forward now on 
the basis ofterritory·and secu.rity provides a foundation to resolve those two issues in a way that is 
just and fair, and that respects. the rights and aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians . 

./ For the Palestinians, efforts to delegitimize Israel will end irt failure. Symbolic actions to isolate 
Israel at the United Nations will not create an independent state. Palestinian leaders will not 
achieve peace or prosperity ifHamas insists on a path of terror and rejection. And Palestinians will 
never realiz_e their independence by denying the right of I.srael to exist. 

./ As for Israel, our friendship is rooted deeply in a shared history and shared values. Our 
commitment to Israel's security is·unshakeable. But precisely because of our friendship, it"s 
important that we tell the truth: the status quo is unsustainable, and Israel too mus.I act boJdly .!O 
advance a lasiing peace. (Remarks by President Obama, 05/19/11) 

The i;;ontent contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 

• 
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MENA TRANSITION AND REFORM 
MENA Transition and Reform Message 
./ Assistant Secretary Posner - "Our response to the upheaval in the Middle East has been rooted in 

a consistent set of principles: We have opposed the use of violence against peaceful protesters and 
supported the universal rights of free expression, assembly, and association and the right to 
participate in the affairs of the stale. We have strongly condemned, including in multilateral fora, 
the killing, torture, and abuse of peaceful protesters. We have made clear our view that people's 
legitimate demands and aspirations must be met by positive engagement from governments, in the 
form of meaningful political and economic refonns." (05/05/11) (read transcript) 

./ Secretary Clinton - "Uprisings across the region have exposed myths that for too long were used 
to justify a stagnant status quo. You know the myth that governments can hold on to power without 
responding to their people's aspirations or respecting their rights; the myth that the only way to 
produce change in the region is through violence and conflict; and, most pernicious of all, the myth 
that Arabs do not share universal human aspirations for freedom, dignity, and opportunity." 
(04/ 13/ 11) (read transcript) 

./ Secretary Clinton - "Democratic change must grow from within. It cannot be implanted from the 
outside. And let me be among the first of many to say the West certainly does not have all of the 
answers. The first steps of change have come quickly and dramatically. It is, however, proving 
tragically difficult in Libya. In other nations, change is likely to be more deliberate and methodical. 
In all cases, the United States will support citizens and governments as they work for progress." 
(02/28/11) (read transcript) 

MENA Transition and Reform Q&A 
Cou•d you pr"vide an update on the situation in Syria?.,_1 ------------~ Y ;rm-oughout the continuing violent crackdowns in Syria, Pl'\!Sident Assad has shown that he ciu:e;j 

.. _]llore about maintaining his own power than· he does about his people[~..,_,.._.___,rn--~-. 
V 4;PP~ajmately ~hundred $yriWlS have been kilie~ since protests :beg~ wi~~YL,-, 

J
o\ISQtl0s 01ore detained and tortured. There must be an lJ\ll'lled1ate end to violence .bY Syn~ 

ec\uif.r. forces, the immediate release of all political prisoners; and an end to tht torture llnd ~US,Jl 
fthose who temain in detention: The Assad regime must allow immediate unfettered access foi 
temational hwhanitarian agencies and international medial.~-~--·--~~~~~ 

:__,Presidpnt Assad's ~egim~ an~ its i;'Pression of~e Syrian people~ the; ~om:ces ~f~e inSw:bllicyi., 
we,,iire currently wimessmg m Synn. Assad's acpons are causmg-mstabilitt and11u\hnit Sma on a 

__,bfoar path to be¢oming a pariah state'-'--------~-------~ 
~The $yrian people are calling for a change on the ground ana tliey will be the ones to jud)i'---­

:whether ~~esidj;nt Assad is. meeti.ng th~ir needs and expectations. As we have stressed he can 
e tn\IIS1Uon lil(eady under way m Syna or he can get out of the way 

The filCt'tiWi the Syrian people continue to prote!it every'weekindicat·"e,..,,.."""t"""Pres,.---.,.1..----:-t ~.--..-, 
~oros'IW not enough and that they are iosing P.atience with the mixed messages of the Syri 

~o.~l;iurient. Mere announcements from President Assad ori dialogue and timetable~ are no 
~nqugh. There needs to·be actual dialogue.ai)d'it must be iJiclusive, credible, iµtd co~~rehensive. 
Genuine refonns speedily implemented are the only way to achieve stability in Syria 

~We continue to work unilaterally, regionally, and intemationallyJQJ!)'. to build a broa -based 
&pProach inl)l'ease pressure on Assgd's regime) 
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2'.._Bil_atc~ly, the~ident has signed tw~he,.Y.J?S_i~uti~e'Oicler:s. -!:le_'s cje~gnated.Presi~eni:As~~ 
E12~ this a~thonty as Well as other regime o.ffic1als, We'rn lookmg at how we can broaden these 

. l"""'tions·to mcrease the pressurer 
"lV-:R<::&iotially we are in contact with\.-Ara,.......,b,....L=-ea-gu~· e-o-ro=1-ci,....al~s-an-d~b,..,il,__a_te-ral~p-artn_e_rs_in,...._th,....e_re_gi_'_on~L 

9ludingthe Turkish govemmen to build on the ressure for sad to lead the ition und . 
ay or g~t out ~fthe way 

1
0n the. mtemaiioi:tal foriim,c-:w:::e:-co:-:=n:rtlllU=e-:to::-:::tak:c:-e -:ste-:-p:-s-:to~pre=ss=-ure-::-:-:an=..,.1s-o"at7e'"'.th,,-e ..,.A..,.ss:::a-rd-re"'"°' -e_,,,..,..,,. 

eek iil Geneva, the United States joined over fifty UN mett1bers to deliver 11 forceful joiµ 
~ent ad~ssing pie ~eteriore.tln~ human rights ~ituation i~.Syrla, calling for an. end tr>' the. onj 
Ing human nglits vtolations colllll1ltted by the Synan authonties,1and lll'ging the Government ot 

Syria to allow 1he UN High Commissioner for Human Rights .Office access to Syria to con.duel. 
µieir fact-finding mission. This fact finding mission was established during a speciru session ofthe 
HRC on Syria that the U.S. successfully lobbied for in April. We aho successfully worked l lobb)l 
bther. llelegations agahm Syria's hypocritical bid to join the Hlll'llan Rights Council in May 

J:
~oirthnle ow eft'orts-t~ttroad·based--international1lppreach--to-suppert·what-the-Syn 

#~'are.demanding. The 'S · e le are in the lead and we are mak!n ev e to su 
Syrian people's demand$ !:']:. We are also looking into whe"th_e_r~th-e_re_ar_e_gr-oun_ds_o_r_c~har-ge_s_r~el-ate~d-to_w __ ar-c~n-m_!lS_an_d_w~_-eth~ 

ferrals on that issue ar1: appropriate. And we continue to evaluate possible additional economi 
ctions, illcluding with the oil and gas sector in Syria. (Press Guidance, 06120/ l l l 

V';!AJnbassador Ford traveled to northeni Syria, with a large groµp of other fonlign ambiiiiSli,d4rs '!.d 
.etsonally witness the Ufterm11th ofihe re~ent situation in. JisrSbug.hur. The m:ouprecein 
riefings from senior Syrian military intelligence officers ou the groundC 

,., :Ambassador Ford's ose was to ether informatiou for U.S. lie llk,_,__e_n_o_t_fu~a=1i=ii-ve-r~.., 
articular message 

Arnba5sador.Fordis,_..no-t_re_stri~.cted--,....t-o-=o-am-as-c-tis-.~D-e-ci,...s1,...,o-ns-re-gardin_,,,,--.g..,..,..,s_m_o_v_em_etrts-:. -.-ou_.,ts...,1..,.,d 
ammiciis are made based on U.S. securi determinations ss Guidance 06121 11 

1·~ !It isi!Jte U.S. respj)n3e lo .reports of Syrian citizens fleeing 'to·Tnrkey due to :Violence '--,..,.--:71 

V We"condemn the. govemm.e~t's use of violence on its ~eople, .:Jud caJl on it to inuli~'diatel~ cease 
i'Utality and begm a traruntion to democtacy.·The S ovemment must ct the v rs 
uman rights and dignity of the Syrian people 

Press reporti;_indicate.that a ximatel 10 SO,.,O'"'S~..-.1111-s-are-...,sh,...e"'lt-er-ed....,..m-=_,..,ki,_,s,...R...-ed'C""re-c-e--,n 
ociety <;amps 

The ~sh go~v-e_mm_e-nt'"_..---sta~te'd"tha,.-.,.t .,,..e'b-or-.-er_Wl_·"'1,...re_m_a_,in-o-,-· -an-d'"'tb,...a-:t-;;;T.-,ur...,-e....,-Wl~.llrr-co-n""tin.-u4· 

o.aJloy; ~dividuals seeking protection to entf;r 
We commend the Oov.etiunent of Turkey's respo~ns-o_,in,.--co_o_r•di""na-ti"o_u_wi'"'·"'th-th,,.-e ."'T'""ur"'ki....,. s,...h"R"'e"'d"'C.-re-sce-=·-,.,nt 
.ociety tO provide huinanitarian assistance to displaced Syrians in Turkey 

1:....-,.The U.S. provides humanitarian assistance to refugees and asylum seekers~w-o....,rl"'dW!-.,-,.d,-e""tlim~u....,&li.-th.,.....,il 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), including in Turkey. ShO\Jld tl!ere ·"' 

,, ~request to assist In the humanitarian needs of displaced Syrians,, the. U.S. stands teady to help 
rThe Turkish government has not requested any support and µote_s fl\at the Turkisp Red Crescen 

ociety is capable of asaisting a large numb,er of di laced S • u to 30 01} eo le ac rdiri 
o the Director of the Turkish Red Crescent Society 

We have not. seen an uptick in the number of Syrian~n-au'"'·o-nal-.-s_se_ekln...,...., _g_a_c-ce_s_s .,..to...,th7 e-U°".S'. -refu,.....g--, 
esettienient proiiram •. UNHCR/furkey submitted for U.S. refugee resettlement considera.i.ion onl 
ve S ·ans in2010 and five in 201 !. UNHCR views the'cw:ient&i ati nasorie in which tho 
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Ess. ing•the bQrder t - · - nI · -tem ora protectioii' and ·ili.nor6rttr. entty'.lbokitig iit 'res.ettle!lleni 
~: protec.tion optio 
.____,We ll.a\'.e'.no inf omia1ilii·;;on;;-. r;:;;e;;;g;;;-;;imr.;;:;g-;re;;;po;;:;;:;rts'dtl:;;:>,r;-;;·i;:e;;;-y;;i;;-s ;;;co:;;n:;;sl"'d~enn;r.: ;:;g;-;1h;;-e;;--;;;cr::;:ea;;;t:ri:il:i;;:;'h:-::-o:i'f:":;;li'J::A:-~; 

sj:curity ~one on the Syri{lll side of the boroeito provide assisi!m¢e to those fleeihgvjoJen\ie.'We 
~fer you to !he Government of Turkey for .ihis infomiation. (Rress Guidagce;,OOi20/flf 

p~utltyl?~·provi~e ali up~11te on the s_ituaii9n.in Yemen,?..._,,_,__,_~~..,._,.,,..,.,..,,,...,.,..~,,.--.,, 
V • ' · sltionhas not chl)llged. An immedilj!e, peaceful; and o erly trl)llsitioh is il:i'tlie'bestfuteres 

eJ· ~i meni· o le. Wewge all sicleS'tociingage in dialogue that peacefullx ri'io-ves-Yeme 

rim -aSSadcir Feierstein an embassy personnel ID ana a continue to meet with:a bro cross 
ection of Yemenis, inclu · A • President -Hadi and senior overnment offici s as 
embeIS Ofthe·opposition 

We c.;intinue to call f<;>f an imm:--e...,di"'at:-:-e-,--:-:n-,.on-:vi..,., o'l_en_,,,t,_an__ ""'d_o_ld.-ei-'ly-,-tr-•n-s"iti..-. <i,-n-,.-..,--,,,--,-,---;--,-..,.-,., 
_ _ _ ~i>e·realiml;-lJ!timatety, the,.__-'Y"'=~e~n!i.' ~ilill~""'-~:!>!l'~ 

_ ath Y!'men takes_ to• a:·peaceful, U!lified, an\! stablefiltur.!l 
~The v.s. Eml;mssy in Sat1a'a announ9e1fo11 June 19 the arrlvar·~o""$"'l"O"'mi""""'ll"'io.,... ri-w=-. o-rth"' __ -;o"'-r""_fo-o-;d"".-w"""."'· 

J'emen, provided by the.American people througb USAID to the World Pooq Program·. Tiie food 
teiwi, including flour, b~3!1S. and-vege.tabl.e oil will' c1>ntribute fo the S\!J?Jl9r1 of 416,~P.le•iil 

- a'.adah and. Harad _in theHajjah governorate 
Y:J'· The 6,300 metric tons <iffood ·commodities wl'-;.-;-1!-co_n.,.trt""·""u..,te_t,..o""·!Ji"'e~ . ..,...q"rl'd"P""oo-..,Pi'"''-ogr""· ,.,.am __ "• 

mergency Food A.::is,iSt!ince to Conflict-Affected Persons iu.Norttiem Y.emen" opeta.tion­
mgram intended to addtess the food securitfneeds of$bnie·'3QO ·oo intenWI di " .. , ed·ati: 
00,0001war-affected persons in Yemen's.northern goverti<irate~ 

Si' f o.fiir this:year, the U.S. Embassy has oveISeen the 'allocation of!-a-pp-ro-:-IUIUll..--.-te-...Jy'"""3"5.-:-mll"'fo-n.,.. . ...,.,.,,.... 
o Yeml:ll for emergency and hll!lllll1itarian projects. In addition to food assisUµJce, ~e Unit· 

j
tes is providing emergency medical support, shelter, and water.and sanitation supplies t 

~tents throughout' the country, includin!!; those recently displaced from Zinjibar, capital o th 
uthem Abyan govemorate, in partnership With local and Uitertll\ti nal or · · 'ons:·u:s 
bassy staff in Yem en is providing addltional support as neede 

We undeIStand Pnisident Saleh remains in Saudi Arabia receivingm ·~.,..1-cal.....,,.trea-,-,tm-en-=t"". W,,.,..e._,..,,,....no.., 
peculate on President Saleh's actions or condition ot attempt to sperik for the Yemeni people. · 
fer ou to the Yemeni and Saudi ents for mo e details. ress Guidanc 6 Ofl 1 

Ciin you .coilfirin that the-U;S. l].ll!J sent a sec0nd shipment of non',lethlil assistance to t.lbya'!i 
~We ~ave delivered asecqnd shipment oftton•lethal aid to iBenghazi, Libya, whlcli'WllS reque.. , 

by ·tlie Tninsitional Nation!tl Council (INC). These items are being provided SU ort the rnc~ 
bttoris to protect civilians and civilian-populated areas unc!_er threat of attackL....cr-c..,.,..-...,., 

W The shlpment consisted of.unifonns, body armor, fust-aid kits tents and Telilted­
erred from existiQg Department of Defense stocks~-~~~---~~-~-~-. 

We are working closely With the 'INC on a daily basis to assess additional 'llljSlS~ce re uirements • 
. od ·isionto -- ehasbeenmadeonfutureshi nients. PreiisGu«limce 06 I1/11 

F;an yoil,p~ovide an updllfil on the situation·in~1;-il;ya . .. . .. , _ _ _ 
~We note NATO's aclcnowl~dgement th!lt a· military nuss1Je Stt\l was the mten_ ,c§4· ~et._of · 

trikes in Tripoli on June 19 ;However, as NATO reported, it appears tliat one wea on did il 
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j:efonns.!lltd !Ulti~fy the legitlinate democratic aspirations and rights ofall Moroccans, (Preij 
tlui.daii.ee. 06/20/11.l 

oes the-U.S. believe thatBahrnln b.11s made progrllflS ln addressing dem11111ls ofprotestors 

l
Bahraln is an important·parlner of the United States. We have a.Jong-standing alliance hru!ed o 
hared politiClll, economic and security interests .. Both countries benefit from stability 
rosperlty. in BiWrltlo; IU}d from a society where all o le e able .tO ex ress their vie 

peacefull)' wtd conlribqte ·to the politicl!l process 
~We welco~e'the llllnOMsf~f!iCnt oftht: goverrunen~V""s...,in""""t,-en""t'"io...,_n""'~r,"'·j,)e-g.,.1n ____ a _na:':tiro-n-n· _,,..1 7• q"""g\1¢..,,.,._ =o· 

refonn ·in Bahrain iii Jlily; (f\te challenge will be to initiati; ·_a;dialogu_e that involves i:eyre5enmtiy· 
lead~rs on all sid.es and to ensure that the dialogue adclres5es and "betiin.S to.reiiolvedivisive issues 

~We ere lllindfill ofthe pressing need in Bahrain foi everyone to begin an engagement that will 
~~build tolerance, m\itwil respect and a process for navipg divisions. We Understand th 

fiifficuJtyofthistask;andwealsoknow tnooutsldercanmiikeitha e. t sfortheB · 
benpte to forge thetr ownfilture . ......,,,_-,-.----.,,.--,....,,.--....... ,,..,,,c-:-=---,-,,-_,,...,,,, 

J
v-'""rii~ U.S. W)ll'Bahrain face constantly evolving secwity c · enges. President Obama an Secre ', 

linton have made clear time and again that respect for human rights and pursuit of'nlltio 
curity inte~ts l!l'e not in !XJnflict; to the contrary, they are ~st iidvmiced in lat)deil 

~~recent months we have· s_een a clear link in this region between national stabilitY anlr::se'""cun=·cy""'.an:-1".l 
l"e ability of govelllllle~tll to. tn®i the legitimate aspirations ot'~eir people, i.ncluding ttie deslt~':M 

eop!e everyw~ere.foi(Qj. :S111 ·,.,justice, economic .opµortu. ili!)', universal human rish~-and a voi'cl 
shaping iheit .own fifture 

r • We welcome•the· i.'\llea$e of' ':s::om::.::e ·"de:-:. tainees::;.c::::::-=w"'h-=-o . .,..w=e=re:-:n=o7t "'oh::ar::g'."7.l-:f !l:"5e::re::st0::t·'-"'ra=on::--:-of"'s=o=m::i 
. hollll'Ships, and tbe 17jnstajement of a nwnlier of emp4Jyees y.>~o were wrongfully disnlj.sse 

their jolls. We also welcome the announcement by~ govetnment that it will investlgat 
eaths ofpeovte in cll$!oily, including one case where five prison guards aie under investigation 

e Government of Bahrain also has romised to invest! te alle ati ns of mistreatment o 
etainees in custody 

On the otheihand, w~e-co_n...,tin""' -u-e-to_rec_e.,.iv_e_re_po-.rts,.-a""bo_u...,.t_so_m_e_stu..,..,.d'"e-nts'"""be-. in.--g-ex-pell-.,.,-ed"'-"',. __ 
'versities and some workers beit1g dismissed merely becanse they have exercised their po iti 

'ghts. We remain concerned about the continued detention ofa number ofBahraiilis who hav 
either been charged no~ tried, about ~e treatment o~ th?se. people; (n detention, and a~ut r~ , 

t somebave been subJected to physical abuse d=g mtei;r<lgatiOns. We urs.e Bahrain tQ Q\>id 
'yits,conunitments to tt.msparentjudicial proceedings cond\ictedfa full accordance wi1h boili 
ocal law and Bahrain'~ international legal ·obligational ~ 

· · ·Meaningful dialogue cm1 only:!Jik<.l p!ace in a clima~ o...,f~i;e-.s-~~~~-(=ro..-r~-th~ .. e~fr~e-e-.do_m_' ·-o=f' ex-,p-re-·s'"si-on~L 
· oolation, and peaceful asS.erilbly '-principles artioitlated\in, the 1.Jniver8al :Declaration ci(!1\iipf!:!l 
"ghts !Uld a llumber of treaties that Bahrain has ratified; ln·the comi111rweekl!> all parties·"jleie wiJI 
eed to create !ID appr0priate environrne t for national dialo e and all arties must artici ate.t!f 
orge a just future for this.country 

Throughout the world, we ha\>e se~en-.-o_w_m-e'""1.--a-..-e-d"'o_m_rais~ . ..-. -es_p_u.,.,b"'1c-aw-are""'·-n-ess-,-.-1 ,...en'"'ti"'' ,..e., 
blems, opens discussion, and brings problems to light so that corrective action can be take:--n.-w.=". 

ote with concern the arrest and in some cases continued detention of some jowiudists. Mindful o 
e peril of misinfonriation and misuse of media that can exacerbate divisions withill society, 
e Bn :responsible parties in Bahrain to refrain from and denounce hateful speech, which can an 

ften does I ·d to vio ence .In order to e tive conditions for na ioruildialo e in B 
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NORTH KOREA 
North Korea Message 
./ President Obama - "We will work with allies and partners to hold North Korea accountable, 

including at the United Nations Security Council, making it clear that security and respect for 
North Korea will never come through aggression, but only by upholding its obligations.'" 
(06/02/10) (read transcrim) 

./ Secretary Clinton - "The path that will lead North Korea to security and prosperity is to stop its 
provocative behavior, halt its policy of threats and belligerence toward its neighbors, and take 
irreversible steps to fulfill its denuclearization commitments, and comply with international law." 
(05/24/l 0) (read transcript) 

./ Secretary Clinton - "North Korea can still choose another path. Instead of isolation, poverty, 
conflict, and condemnation, North Korea could enjoy integration, prosperity, peace, and respect. Its 
people could finally experience a better life ... North Korea's future depends on the choices that its 
leaders make today." (05/26/l 0) (read transcript) 

Can you provide any details regarding the recently blocked shipment from North Korea to 
Burma? 
./ There was a vessel that was suspected of carrying materials prohibited by the UN Security Council 

resolutions. North Korea bears responsibility to be fully transparent about shipments that may 
provide grounds for concern and to demonstrate that it is not transferring items prohibited by UN 
Security Council Resolution 1718 and 1874 . 

./ In this case, the U.S. did r~ceive authorization from the flag state of a North Korean ship to inspect 
the ship's cargo and requested that the ship permit such an inspection. The ship's·master denied 
perritissioh for a consensual boarding and inspection of the ship's cargo. We consulted.closely with 
states in the region on our shared responsibilities to prevent this shipment. We talked directly with 
the North Koreans to stress the importance ofnot engaging in proliferation-related transfers. And 
we learned that the vessel changed course at sea, and we believe it returned to North Korea. (State 
Department press briefing, 06/13/11) · 

./ We.have consistently raised our concerns and urged the international community to be vigilant 
about North Korea's continued defiance of UN resolutions and to fully and transparently 
implement UN Security Council Resolutions 1718 and 1874 . 

./ We call on all states to be vigilant and transparent in their dealings with North Korea and to 
implement their obligations under UNSCRs 1718 and 1874. (Press Guidance, 06/13/11) 
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Do the spetial economic zones established between China and North Korea violate sanctions? 
./ We urge all United Nations member states to fully implement UN Security Council Resolutions 

17 I 8 and 1874, which target North Korea's continued involvement in proliferation, nuclear 
weapons development, and luxury goods procurement . 

./ We urge transparency, extreme caution and vigilance in any business dealings with North Korea . 

./ The Uniied States remains concerned about the welfare of the North Korean people . 

./ We encourage North Korea to take real steps to refortn its econc:imy for the benefit the Nort.h 
Korean people. (Press Guidance, 06/09/11) 

Could you comment on the implementation of the North Korean Human Rights Act? 
./ Advancing human rights is a top U.S. priority in our North Korea policy and is among the primary 

factors that will detertnine if any long-tertn improvement between the U.S. and the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) will be possible . 

./ The North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 and its reauthorization in 2008 demonstrates 
Congress' commitment to ensuring that the well-being of the North Korean people remains an 
important foreign Policy priority. This legislation created the Special Envoy for North Korean 
Human Rights Issues . 

./ Engaging with DPRK officials is a key requirement of the position of the Special Envoy for North 
Korean Human Rights. Ambassador King's recent trip was the first time the Sp_ecial Envoy for 
North Korean Human Rights Issues was granted entry to the DPRK and the first time we were able 
to engage in a direct dialogue about ways North Korea can improve its human rights record . 

./ We have also encouraged our partners to include human rights in their North Korea policy. In 
addition to consulting with other governments, we met with organizations ·that deal with North 
Korea human rights issues - think tanks and academic institutions that analyze human rights issues; 
advocacy organizations that call attention to human right abuses; humanitarian assistance 
organizations that provide food, medical aid, and other assistance to the DPRK; educational, 
cultural, and scientific organizations that seek to engage the DPRK; churches and religious 
organizations; and Korean-American organizations that are interested in family reunions with 
relatives living ·in the DPRK . 

./ Between FY 2008-2011, the Department received $9.5 million from the Economic Support Fund to 
promote rule of law and human rights, increase media freedom, and build civil society i·n North 
Korea. These funds also support efforts to build the capacity of the defector and NGO community 
in the South Korea to better advocate for improved conditions inside the DPRK . 

./ Since 2004, the U.S. has resettled 120 North Korean refugees and their families. We remain 
actively committed to ensuring that each North Korean refugee who is interested and eligible gains 
access to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program. The U.S. remains deeply concerned about the 
plight of North Korean refugees and asylum seekers. Reports of the involuntary return of North 
Koreans from China to the DPRK, including victims of human trafficking, remain deeply 
disturbing, as these returnees often face serious consequences. We continue lo urge China lo adhere 
to its obligations as a party to the 195 l Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, including by not 
expelling or forcibly returning North Koreans who should be protected under those treaties . 

./ To increase the flow of independent infortnation into, out of, and within the country, the U.S. 
government funds Korean-language broadcasting into North Korea by the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors (BBG) and supports independent and defector-run broadcasts through the Bureau for 
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. (Remarks by Ambassador King, 06/02/11) 
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AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Message 
./ President Obama - "In Afghanistan, we remain focused on the three areas of our strategy: our. 

military effort to break the Taliban's momentum and train Afghan forces so they can take the lead; 
our civilian effort to promote effective governance and development; and regional cooperation, 
especially with Pakistan, because our strategy has to succeed on both sides of the border." 
(12/16/10) {read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "This war has changed over the last nine years, but it's no less important than 
it was in those days after 9/11. We toppled the Taliban regime - now we must break the 
momentum ofa Taliban insurgency and train Afghan security forces. We have supported the 
election of a sovereign government- now we must strengthen its capacities. We've brought hope 
to the Afghan people - now we must see that their country does not fall prey to our common 
enemies, .,There will be difficult days ahead. We will adapt, we will persist, and I have no doubt 
that together with our Afghan and international partners, we will succeed in Afghanistan." 
(05/22/10) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "I want to send a strong message that the partnership between the United 
States and Afghanistan is going to continue. We have seen already progress with respect to the 
military campaign against extremism in the region. But we also want to continue to make progress 
on the civilian process of ensuring that agricultural production, energy production, good 
governance, rule of law, anticorruption efforts - all these things end up resulting in a Afghanistan 
that is more prosperous, more secure, independent; is not subject to meddling by its neighbors; a 
transition will be able to occur so that more and more security efforts are made by the Afghans." 
(03/28/10) (read transcript) 
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~.a tis «ill ;\dnijJ;ll~trl\tl~~·s 'res po rise :tt> ·~ 'lett~r from 27 senators ·sun(i_qrtiilg,iit a'cc_eiemteil 
Vi:aw.dow1,1 ~ Afg1uu'1sf111i?i . 

l
QurstiateglcobjeCiiv~in ..... Afi,...,,..gb,api""'-....... stiln'.,,,_,,.,_~.,...-_,~ .. ~-_.·.-,,i-o.~!l"'"is"'""hl""'.P."'t:'"".~"'i~'"'-~"":.--.,""tl.e~an~.~,...,!l'"'·d,..e""'f~"'"~!i"'"'iQ='."'•{ii.;'"'~...,.~ 
ilCllC$Sfuloperation against Osama biri µden· was a Vitill Step towar.ds' achieving \hai:strat~gic 
bjeetive. But there ls more work to be done'to e!L'jure tliat l\fghaiii,stan doe· n~t·a 'lilii bii§ome~ 

bre haven for terrorists to hiuncb attacks against the United States 

J
r,.\; thePfeSi. ·.dent has stated, we are CO!lllllitted_tQ begin II drawdown'""o-,f"'"o-ur--fo_rc_e-·s.,..in-A~ti~gh~am~·s-tan~i~ 

· cllied significant gains in Afghanistan; but ihese gains are fragile and reversibl~ 
uly, b_ut the scope and p\IOO of that dritwdown has not yet been detennined. The~-· :rur 

&L, ~~tlori, re~nci}iatio'n, ~~ reint~~tion are mutually re~orcin~ process~s~ ~ ! .. by th 
~gmms .. Our lllfll JS to l)SS!st m acbievmg a responsible and urevers1ble trans1tionrof full Afg!Jan 
~silonsibllity by 2014. Sufficient governance and development muSt underpin s~!Binable' 
: . 'tion, and the U.S .. civijianmlssion in.Ml 'stan is shl · away from direct seryjc~ 
livery to focus m~re on capacity building 

e . wewiaih1lthrrru:n:mru~1e;lict~ m~v~u1~~1iiittimiiin'ttuO:·~~~·rarunieJ~ .• ;e;ecitrity'gainiit' m·~giiii· ai.ii. 'imP¢iiii. iii.~¢nt;ili;ththq' 
ansition of secwity,~ponsibllity t<r!Jle AfghalL'l is irre:verslhie, and condltiO!l(> for reconcili · 'o 

gress: We will continue to work with.our artners in ursuit of these oals.- tess uidance · 
16/U 

~an.you explain the-recent reviliioli to the sanctions regime.against terrorists-.ig 
!4.fgl_iitnJstan. 
Y'-';rhe,:Jnited.,.,.,ta=w-s:-:W""'e"'l¢,,..oµi..,.,."'es-an-.'<:i~~.,..-on~g!""Y."":su-.p~p_o,_,~.,-,the"'e"".,..,,....,_!3:-~:-c}l!l-.... "'JY'"';·"'·r:co\l~,n-.c.,,il-a'""cti"'p-n,-;.to7·."'~tre"'.",...n....,.. ___ -.e 

e 1267 regime oflnteniation\ll s.anctio'Magain8t te\TOri$ts. ~e updated -1267'$,i\nCtip'iiS'tegim!l 
~fl~ the curren~ 1?9)itl~. c~rc.cei! in Af~is'.an, wliich have changed. OOhlliderably since 
e regune was onginallyililnatedl.__. ~~~~~,-.,.,,~~~~--~~~~~~~,...,..._,___,,,,,__, 

The.U,pdated sanction5 regime will splii the 1267 regune into two,' on~ focllSed <?ri combatingfh!IBl 
. fated with al Qaeda and another focused on Afghanistan. This will not changll _the fact thal 
ose designated for sali.ctions as Taliban· or al Qaeda wJJI continue to be desi at . ,N 
. dfViduiils will be reiiioved from the E!61 sanctions regime by ibis action 

'The: resolution stress~s th:e importance of a comprehensive political process~to,_!l)l_p...,,,.,..., 
onciliation 11II1ong all Afghans, and a politicll.l resolution.of the conflict that $J>lits tht-e--;T;<::rr;:-:,, 
m al Qaeda. Specifically, the sanctions regime recognizes the need for insurgents to ut ties 

. :ternational terrorist organizations, including al Qaeda, renounce violence, and respe 
· ~·s nstitutio includin its rotections for women and ersons belon · 
·' orfties 

-=-·.r·w:"·e·.--Welcom'--e,,.,-e-stto-;-:-n-:g-r...,e.·""g1,....011,...al..., .. -su-p...,pc-ort-:·-;;foc-. r-:thi'""''""s-re-so-.l'""ut"io-n-,.""fro-m--,·eo--un"'tn""'e-s-s..,u""o ,..._~-.. "'.·R"":us=-s~ia,--,"'""n...,, 
India, which all have voiced support for Afghan.Jed reconciliation. We will aJ?o continue t 

usb for more robust implementation of existing sanftions bY. all member states to-make glob 
Sanctfons more effective. (Press Guidance, 06120/1 l l 
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What is the current U.S. strategy concerning Afghanistan and Pakistan? 
v' President set out a clear goal: to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al Qaeda, and prevent it from 

threatening America and our allies in the future. 
v' Al Qaeda and the Taliban, along with various associated groups, still maintain an alliance, based 

largely in the border region between Afghanistan and Pakistan. The Taliban and al Qaeda are 
distinct groups with distinct aims, but they are both our adversaries and part ofa syndicate of terror 
that must be broken. 

v' U.S. ahd international troops are focused on: (l) reversing the Taliban's momentum; (2) providing 
security for the Afghan people, and (3) partnering with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) 
so that the Afghans can increasingly assume responsibility for Afghanistan's security. This will 
allow us to deny al Qaeda a safe-haven. 

v' We are following a strategy with three mutually reinforcing tracks: a military offensive against al 
Qaeda terrorists and Taliban insurgents; a civilian campaign to bolster the governments, 
economies, and civil societies of Afghanistan and Pakistan to undercut the pull of the insurgency; 
and an intensified diplomatic push to bring the Afghan conflict to an end and chart a new and more 
secure future for the region. 

v' We have laid out unambiguous red lines for reconciliation with insurgents. They must renounce 
violence, abandon their alliance with al Qaeda, and abide by the constitution of Afghanistan. 

v' This summer, ISAF will begin a gradual, responsible transition of security responsibilities to 
Afghan forces with the goal of removing all international combat troops by the end of2014. As this 
transition moves forward, the Afghan people should remember that while the U.S. and our 
coalition partners may draw down our military forces over time, we are committed to a long-term 
straiegic partnership with Afghanistan. We will continue to train, equip, and.support Afghan 
security forces and do what we can to help the government improve the lives of its citizens. 

v' The shift in military momentum provides the Afghan government an opportunity to strengthen the 
competence of its people through economic development, fair enforcement of the rule of law, 
attacking corruption and the provision of basic services. 

v' From the beginning, we have recognized the fundamental connection between our war effort in 
Afghanistan and the extremists' safe havens and enablers in Pakistan. As a result of growing 
cooperation between our governments, militaries, and law enforcement agencies, and determined 
action by the Pakistani army, we have been able to dramatically expand our counterterrorism and 
intelligence efforts. 

v' The Afghan government needs to safeguard the rights of all Afghans, especially women and 
minorities. (Overview of the Afghanistan and Pakistan Annual Review, 12/ 16/10) and (Remarks by 
Secretary Clinton, 02/18/l l) and (Remarks by Secretary Gates, 0610511 l) 

v' President Obama - "I've been very clear about our core goal. It's not to defeat every last threat to 
the security of Afghanistan, because, ultimately, it is Afghans who must secure their country. And 
it;s not nation-building, because it is Afghans who must build their nation. Rather, we are focused 
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on disrupting, dismantling and defeating al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and preventing its 
capacity to threaten America and our allies in the future." (12/16/10) (read lronscript) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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RUSSIA 
Russia Message 
./ Defense Secretary Gates - "This last year has seen remarkable progress in the U.S.-Russia 

relationship, a relationship that has evolved from focusing nearly exclusively on traditional global 
·issues, primarily arms control, to our present collaboration at a working level on a range of maners 
affecting our defense ministries." (03/22/11) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "We'll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to 
making progress on a host of challenges - from en forcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing 
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists." (12/22/10) (read transcript) 

./ Deputy Secretary Steinberg - "We have, [ think, been successful in building a degree of civility 
and conversation between the two countries that we can have our honest disagreements where we 
have them, to sustain our principled positions where they exist, but not for that to be a barrier to 
working together. And whether it's transit through Russia to Afghanistan, whether it's ST ART. 
whether it's working on both North Korea and Iran, the tangible benefits are there." (05/19/10) 
(read transcript) 

./ Press Secretary Gibbs - "The Obama administration stands in solidarity with the many people in 
the Russian government, in the legal system, and in civil society who are committed to 
strengthening the rule of law and deepening the commitment to universal values enshrined in the 
Russian constitution. Russia's failure to keep this commitment to universal values, including the 
rule of law, impedes its own modernization and ability to deepen its ties with the United States." 
(12/27/10) (read transcript) ' 

Russia Q&A 
How does the U.S, respond to Russia' statement of displeasure regarding joint U.S.-Ukrainian 
naval exercises in the Black Sea? 
./ Exercise Sea Breeze is an U.S.-Ukraine naval exercise that has taken place annually since 1997, 

The purpose of Exercise Sea Breeze is to strengthen maritime partnerships in the spirit of 
multinational cooperation . 

./ This year's training exercise focuses on anti-piracy operations, including counter piracy training 
operations, non-combatant evacuation operatio11s and search and seizure training. In addition, 
ground forces will conduct non-lethal weapons training designed to combat unlawful fishing, 
piracy, trafficking in persons, drugs and illegal weapons . 

./ Thirteen countries are participating in this year's exercise. They include: Ukraine (co-host), the 
United States (co-host), Azerbaijan, Algeria, Belgium, Denmark, Georgia, Germany, Macedonia, 
Moldova, Sweden, Turkey, and the United Kingdom, 

./ We refer you to the Pentagon for further details about Sea Breeze. (Press Guidance, 06/15/11) 

Why did NATO reject Russia's proposal to participate in a European missile defense system? 
./ NA TO Secretary General Rasmussen said that "l\A TO cannot outsource to non-members 

collective defense obligations which bind its members." 
./ The U.S. and NA TO have made clear that irrespective of how cooperation with Russia develops, 

the Alliance alone bears responsibility for defending NATO's members . 
./ The U.S is committed to discussing with Russia ways to strengthen security, confidence and 

predictability in the region and will continue with our dialogue in this pursuit. 
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v' When President Obama announced the European Phased and Adaptive Approach (EPAA) in 
September 2009, he welcomed Russian cooperation on missile defense, so that each country could 
develop a stronger defense of our common strategic interests. 

v' The goal is for NA TO and Russia to jointly develop ways to collaborate on a system that will be 
better able to defend against the increasing threat posed by ballistic missiles. The U.S. and NATO 
vision for NATO-Russia ballistic missile defense cooperation comprises two independent, but 
coordinated, missile defense systems that would augment and enhance each other's system's 
performance. 

v' U.S. officials have consulted with Russian counterparts to provide policy and technical 
explanations for our vision of cooperation. These consultations illustrate that the EPAA missile 
defense system is not directed at Russia and will not pose n threat to Russia's strategic nuclear 
deterrent. 

v' Since the Lisbon Summit, the U.S. has maintained an active dialogue with Russia on ballistic 
missile defense (BMD) cooperation, both bilaterally and in the NA TO-Russia Council context. 

v' While we believe BMD cooperation will be mutually beneficial, the President, Secretary Gates, 
and Secretary Clinton have made clear that we will not agree to any constraints or negotiated 
limitations on U.S. or NATO BMD systems or deployments. 

v' The U.S. and NA TO have also offered to engage in transparency and confidence-building activities 
that would demonstrate U.S. and NATO missile defense programs are not directed against Russia . 

..t Following their May 26 meeting in Deauville, Presidents Obama and Medvedev committed to 
continue working together to lay the foundation for future cooperation in missile defense. The U.S. 
and NATO intend to continue working with Russia on proposals for missile defense cooperation. 
(Press Guidance, 06/l 0/11) 

What is the U.S. assessment of the human rights situation in Russia? 
..t President Medvedev has set forth his vision of a democratic, modem and successful Russia 

governed by the rule of law. President Obama, Vice President Biden, and Secretary Clinton have 
expressed their strong support for that same vision. The ability of Russian citizens to exercise their 
basic civil and political rights and access justice and due process will be key to realizing the Russia 
we all want to see . 

..t Despite these aspects of progress, we believe that continued limits and restrictions on the 
fundamental freedoms of the Russian people - rights guaranteed in international and Russian 
domestic law - are a larger problem for Russian citizens, businesses, and the government itself. We 
frequently raise these areas of concern with our Russian counterparts, both in public and in private. 

v' Progress has been more limited in the area of freedom of the press. We share the deep concerns 
expressed within Russia and across the international community over the murders of journalists 
known for their courageous work defending human rights and fighting corruption . 

.( There are still too many unsolved cases, and we continue to call for a full investigation into the 
unsolved murders of the journalist Anna Politkovskaya, among others. We have also expressed our 
concern that the only judicial action to date in the murder of Natalia Estemirova has been the 
prosecution of Oleg Orlov for saying out loud what many people suspected to be the case. We 
welcome the convictions in the murder case of the human rights defenders Stanislav Markelov and 
Anastasia Baburova. 

v' In addition to effective prosecutions by the government, we hope the Russian media and 
independent Russian organizations and institutions will continue to scrutinize the Russian justice 
system, to support improvements and address challenges. For example, a representative from the 
Presidential Council on Human Rights recently indicated that the Council would find that the 
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charges against Sergei Magnitsky had been fabricated, so it has now been established that he was 
unjustly imprisoned. Similarly, the coun decision to deny the appeals of Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
and Platoli Lebedev also reminds us of large issues regarding impaniality, due process and 
selective prosecution . 

./ Outside scrutiny of government actions and the follow-on dialogue with government are. key to 
progress in many areas beyond criminal justice. We remain gravely concerned, about the 
extrajudicial killings, torture, and disappearances committed with impunity by the forces of 
Chechen President Kadyrov and others. We have urged Russia authorities to act upon the many 
decisions of the European Coun of Human Rights addressing human rights abuses in the North 
Caucaus as a step towards restoring rule of law in the region . 

./ Finally, freedom of assembly - to gather together and share ideas and urge change - is another 
essential element to a stronger Russia that taps into the talent and creativity of the Russia people. 
Most recently, we were concerned about reports of intimidation and attacks by private security 
guards, police, and other parties on activists associated with the Khimki Forest campaign. In 
another concerning move, this month, for the sixth year in a row, Moscow authorities refused 
pennission for an NGO to hold an LGBT parade/rally. (Remarks by Assistant Secretary Posner, 
0512711 I) 

What are the next areas of emphasis for the continued reset of the U.S. relationship with Russia? 
./ The President Obama made it a priority to reset our relationship with Russia. We focused the reset 

on concrete outcomes that serve both countries' interests . 
./ Two years later, the benefits to both our countries - and to international security- are clear, 

including: the new Start Treaty that further limits strategic nuclear weapons, cooperation on the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy, collaboration on Afghanistan that facilitates the flow of soldiers 
and supplies, and the most stringent sanctions ever on Iran and Nonh Korea for their pursuit of 
nuclear weapons . 

./ The next frontier in our relationship Will be building stronger ties of trade and commerce that 
match the security cooperation we have achieved. Our trade and investment relationship is nowhere 
near where it could or should be. One way to realize the potential of that relationship is to bring 
Russia more fully into the international trading system. That is why we strongly suppcin Russia's 
effon to join the World Trade Organization (WTO) . 

./ WTO accession will enable Russia to deepen its trade relations with the U.S. and the world. It will 
give American companies greater and more predictable access to Russia's growing markets, 
expanding both U.S. expons and employment. Being a pan of the WTO means that Russia will 
have to play by the rules or face enforcement actions . 

./ Once Russia does what is required to join the WTO, we will also work with Congress to tenninate 
the application to Russia of the Jackson-Yanik amendment - a Cold War-era Jaw that tied trade 
relations with Russia to Jewish emigration, but remains on the books . 

./ Russia's business and legal climate and backsliding on democracy will present serious obstacles. 
At the same time as we have increased our cooperation with the Russian government, our 
administration has spoken out on allegations of misconduct in the trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
and of the beating and detention of"Strategy 31" demonstrators - and we will continue to do so in 
defense of universal values. But real opposition parties, independent media, and impartial couns 
are also the best tools for fighting corruption - the biggest barrier to economic growth ih Russia. 
(Op-Ed by Vice President Biden, 03/14/11) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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SUDANFDARFUR 
Sudan Message 
..I President Obama- "After decades of conflict, the images of millions of southern Sudanese voters 

deciding their own future was an inspiration to the world and another step forward in Africa's long 
journey toward justice and democracy. Now, all parties have a responsibility to ensure that this 
historic moment of promise becomes n moment of lasting progress. The Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement must be fully implemented and outstanding disputes must be resolved peacefully. At 
the same time, there must be an end to attacks on civilians in Darfur and a definitive end to that 
conflict." (02/07111) (read transcript) 

..! Special Envoy Gration - "While much of the international attention has been focused on the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement recently, and certainly the upcoming referendum in Southern 
Sudan, we cannot and we must not forget about the people of Darfur. These people have suffered 
too long. And they continue to live with daily reminders of conflict, insecurity, displacement, 
banditry. Most of the Darfuris have seen little change in their living conditions over the past seven 
years. They currently see little hope for a brighter future. Internally displaced· people continue to 
Jive in temporary housing. They depend on emergency assistance. And they don't even know when 
or if they'll be able to·retum to their historical homelands in safety and dignity, should they choose 
to do so." (12/13/10) (read transcript) 

Sudan Q&A 
poiilll f.O.Q. comm¢nt 4n th~ reC:entllgreemenf to withdraw tl"(lops from Al>yei·.._~,.....-...-., 

]

V · · On :Tune 2Q: the G?ven\me"n:. t of Su~ ~d th.~ SU\ianPeople,'s Li~eratio~ M1. ov~men,t signed' • • 
ment m Addis Abab!l, Ethiopia, which will reduce tensions m Abye1 and UDprove the secun 

humanitarian situation on the groun.d, Tues. e negotiations have not been eiisy. le commtfi1~8il 
parties for r1:solving their differences ~fully after the outbre!lk of violence . 

'?., We also thank the AU High~Levellmplem,\lJ.l!ation Panel ana.its chairman Thabo Ml\eki, E . . . 

Jrime Minister Meles •. ~Q UN Speeial g.e~i:esentative of the Secretaiy-General t'<,>(SudanHail_g 
elil>erios'.for the importilnt role each played in facilitating dialogue.·'oetween the,partiesC 
ill agre:ment is an-important first step - but the~ test of the parties' commitment will be~· 

1ll implem:~ntaticin of its provisiQDS in the coming days. We will work withi.n the"UN Securit 
ouncil to seek a resolution authorizing'the agreed-upon intenm security.force to support the swi, 

l;ie!iloyrii.ent of the Ethiopian peacekeepers. At the same time, we urge all pw:1fes· fl> fo!lovi throu · · 
tlieif commitm~ntio withdraw their military forces and take~ps to f'acilitiit1l"tlie tetajn of'thd 
'oflhousands of peopls: displaced by recentfightingC 

" . The United States fa sti.lJ, concerned !(bout on-going viole~n-ce.,.,..fu....,S,,_o-u"th-em--..l(,,-o-r"""do'"'fan,,.....,,. "llllc:-;d"th;-"1L 
~tilig humani11¢an crisis. We call on both sides to allow l!Dfettered access for aid wor!Cers to 

fovidehumanitarian assistance to those i.n need. We also urge Sudanese leaders in Addis Ababa 
e on an immediate cessation of hostilities. marks b Secre Clinto 06/20/11 
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L., With.a ceaseliie i11 Southern Kord~fan. alongside the agreelil.¢ilt td ~~pl!)y ~atiek;eepel"s to• AbYriJ 
jwe c~ get ~e peace proOOSli back on track. But witho~t these actions, ~e ~~dnlap for bette,{ 
relations With the Goveminent ofSudan cannot be forwar which will Qn}y deerum 

_Jludan's i~ol11tlo1i'in. the intemationll) qommun(t); 
V · Withcnit a:cel!Se-frte and politfoal neg!>tlatio!IS, th..,.e...,peo'"'"""'"p""le""'.'o"' .. " . ..,~,..µth"'. -em.....,l,(,,..o""fd.,..o...,fi"'iln-c-ruih..,., '""o'"'t.,,..f?...,11J.-O-y"'th'l 

:8htto have their politiCal grievances addressed~ Tue negotiations nowur\der'way fu Addis Abab~ 
einand the urgellt conunitmen,t from both sides to peace and tO the agreement for !lnmediate helg 
those ciVilians caughfup In this conflict. (Remark!! by President Obama, 06122/t lj 

President Obama - "The Sudanese people have come too far, and sacrificed too much, to see their 
dreams of a better future slip from their grasp. Now is the time for Sudanese. leaders to show the 
courage and vision that true leadership demands. Now is the time for Sudanese leaders, north and 
south, to choose peace." (06/14/11) (read transcript) 

pii# ¥0Ji_p.tl!Y.lde~.11.d!111tlmm tli'e PrfS_Nenfs meeting with $'pedal :En.vof'~~ff~ti Lyf an?; 
V. Ori June 16, President Obama met with Ambassador Princeton Lyman, his Special Envoy fo 

. udan,. to. discuss .the stalUS of.mciliatlon efforts to end the po.\itical IU\d humanitarian crjsis in 
byei and:!Jfe hllJilanitari(III crlsi& eud, violence in.Southen,t:J<:\lri!ofanl...,. ~--~~-~..,.,.,.,_,,, 

'e undersco~ed the urgent need to get bac_k to cooperative nef?<.'i~latio~ to enable fuli llil,a ·~Ill(_, 
plementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace A en mcludin&.3aceful resolutmn'ofthe 
lure status of Abye(iiJid the two au:as 

'---~----..,.--.,,-~.,,,....,--.,~""'""'.,.-__,=.-..,-,..,....,..,, 
. ·:.-Ambassador Lymll!l updllted the President on the recent meetings'!)ecretacy<ifState e.intoit;hii 

~
:wi.th ~e. ~arti.'es during het trip ~o Africa. President Obwna tolcfA.inbassador Lylllal! hllis "following 

e situation closet! and gave his~ support to. Ambas~or Lyman's wor).c 1° press for r-
\JCcessful c;onclUSion of the negotiations to achieve a withdrawal from Abye1 and a ~sati~ 
~liti~.,.J1pross the region _and tll suppo. rt the ~e!gen ... ce of~~ viable ,sta}ts ii~ pe.ace • 

1dcmt. !llbama noted the unportant contn'buuons towards pe;ice.made·b . Ethio tan. m 
ster Metes ZenaWi and African Union Panel leader Thabc5 Mbeld 

l
Special Envoy Lyman plaiis io return to the regk1n this month to help ""trans-l~a-te-po-.li~cal~a-gre-em-en~. 

to lasfuig and orecliblf? ~ecwity artan~ements. In a message to Su~'s lea4ers, the ~jdent sai 
ey must not throw.amy,1the opportumty to move toward e rOIIDse of r ce an 

prosperity. (WhitelfouS<l · res temen 06/16/U · 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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TERRORISM 

~at'is·tlie U.S,.respolise to~be passage of'two new' Secui'lfy_-.C6unCil"tesolutioµS· on sanctlon1, 

J
V The United, ~tates welcomes the pi1$sage on Jurte 17 of United· Nations $ecl!Ptr 9ouno4 

esolutlons 1~88and1989. Theresolutic:ms mark a'or step forw'ard in the Strengtheningofiilid 
tematiolllil sanctions regillle against terrorists 

V' ... P\IS$age ofUNSC Resolution 1988, which esta})7h'""'sr-e-s-:;th:-e-,,,""'_gh,...ll!li~.s7tan-. -.s-:-aq-c""ti'"'o-rur""'oo-. gtn!-,-_,.,.e'""',j,_~.., 
~4ble sign of supp0it by the internationa): ~ommunify for A'f~•reconolliation·ef,foit!I. M 

~"'..time, "the resolution contributes to l?l!SQmg efforts to·colJlbat the ins!lfgenoy.·Tue-neW ri:gitil.d 
fill oo· an important too! to support the Government of Afghanistan's efforts'to rCCO!lcile~· 
pstirgents who ate willi)lg cut .ties to inlen!ational terrorist organizatio~. including, al Q . 
reno~ce viole1,1ce and·res ect Ati 'anistan~s constitution. inCluding its protections for allAii ab 

~-~,q~UNSC.: Reso .u~on.1989 represel}tsil\e intem,ali~ll:\ ·~'?jnmunity's co~· · ue. . , 
pqmtttjtJ;nentto disru:pt; dismantle, and defe(!.ral Qaeda, on th'e he¢ls pf recent gains against 
balll!a1s eore leadership. We are pleased by the significant refoJms the Council~ made-to e~ 
~cltance the fairness and transparency of the 1267 Committee's listing and delif!ting pt00esses. We 

pe that these enhancements to the regime will allow the Co(!llcil, and the 1267 Committee ·td 
~ attention back to the business of CJ!Buring that these san~tipns are fully implement~d 

"'-"l. \Y~:l,'l~lcome the strojig international sup~J:! for these resob,µi~ns from.a. d\V.~ anay of mbef 
b~the•Secmity Council - and especiaJly the _s_uppprt of Afghljitlstan '.s neighbOrs 1¥\d flelll' 

1ghbors .. All cowilries in: the region stand to benefit, from a resIJ?nsibl~ Politi Cal s~ti.Jemeti.t. of e 
gJi1in CQrifli?t, and also an end to el QaeQii' s tiaf(, havens-and'the exporting ~fexttemism ii): 

eir c6untrlliti. These resolutions are another importilnt step toward$ ll¢hieving t!ie,se objectiv 
WeWill.aJSo 'continue to push for more robust implementation of existing sanctions by all me 

tes'.to · alee· I bal ctions more effective. State De attment ress statemen .·06/l tr'-,.---

What are the State Department's counterterrorism priorities? 
"' Reducing Recruitment. The Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) work of the.Office of the 

Coordinator for Counterterrotis111 (S/CD focuses on three main lines of effort that will reduce 
terrorist recruitment: delegitimizing the violent extremist narrative in order to diminish its "pull"; 
developing positive alternatives for youth vulnerable to radicalization to diminish the ,;push" effect 
of grievances and unmet expectations; and building partner capacity to carry out these activities. 
Key intents of CVE programming are to diminish the drivers of radicalization and demonstrably 
reduce the effectiveness of terrorist propaganda, thus leading to lowered numbers in recruitment. 

./ Successful CVE involves more than messaging, however, and we are working with the interagency 
to develop programs that address the upstream factors of radicalization in communities particularly 
susceptible to terrorist recruitment overseas. 

"' To be effective, CVE work needs to be driven by local needs, informed by local knowledge, and 
responsive to the immediate concerns of the community. CVE interventions will be highly focused 
and short-term and will be developed in cooperation with USAID and others in the interagency as 
well as with international partners. Ultimately, host governments are best positioned to execute 
truly sustainable CVE efforts. 

"' Capacity Building. One of the central challenges to our security is that weak states serve as 
breeding grounds for terrorism and instability. We need to build effective law enforcement 
capacity, fair and impartialjustice and the rule of law, good governance in many places that have 
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never known this. Multiple U.S. Government agencies are mobilized in this clTort: Justice, FBI, 
Treasury, USAID, and the Department of Homeland Security . 

./ One of our most effective capacity building programs is the Antiterrorism Assistance (AT A) 
Program, the primary provider of U.S. Government antiterrorism training and equipment to law 
enforcement agencies of partner nations . 

./ The number of active partner countries is decreasing to about 55 in an elTort to ensure we are 
strategically focusing our resources on building partner CT capacity in the right places. The ATA 
program is most effective where countries have a combination of political will and basic law 
enforcement skills to be most receptive to the advanced training ATA provides. Through an 
emphasis on train-the-trainer courses, we are working with partner nations toward the goal of 
institutionalization and self-sustainment of capacities . 

./ Multilateral Engagement. Building new and strengthening existing partnerships is a cornerstone 
of this Administration's counterterrorism policy. The U.S. cannot address the threat alone and the 
UN and·other multilaterol bodies have resources and expertise that we need to do a better job of 
leveraging. With our funding support and guidance, we are getting the UN and regional bodies to 
focus on practical projects that target critical issues and countries . 

./ S/CT has been working to develop a new multilateral counterterrorism initiative, which we believe 
would not only be an important step forward but would address a significant gap in the 
international counterterrorism architecture: the lack of a central, reliable inter-governmental 
platform that allows policymakers and practitioners From different regions to engage on a sustained 
basis on various counterterrorism issues . 

./ All of this work goes on in the context of vigorous diplomatic engagement. We have formal 
bila.teral counterterrorism consultations with numerous countries. Among them are Australia, 
Canada, China, Israel, Egypt, Japan, Pakistan, Algeria, Russia, and India; these consultations have 
strengthened our counterterrorism partnerships so we can complement one another's elTorts in 
pursuit oF a comprehensive approach to our common challenges . 

./ In conclusion, the threat is formidable but we are making some progress. Countering violent 
extremism, multilateral engagement, and building local capacity - through our various programs 
and with our Department and interagency partners - provide us with the tools to make lasting 
progress in our fight against terrorism. (Remarks by Coordinator Benjamin, 04/14/J I) 

The content contained here is also available on the PO Briefing Book site. 
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DETAINEES 
Detainees Q&A 
What is the Administration's position on the detention center at Guantanamo Bay? 
./ On March 7, the Secretary of Defense issued an order rescinding his prior suspension on the 

swearing and referring of new charges in the military commissions. New charges in military 
commissions had been suspended since the President announced his review of detainee policy . 

./ The Administration has successfully enacted key reforms, such as a ban on the use of statements 
taken as a result of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, and a better system for handling 
classified infonnation . 

./ There are certain Guantanamo detainees who have not been charged, convicted, or designated for 
transfer, but must continue to be detained because they in effect, remain at war with the U.S. On 
March 7, the President issued an Executive Order establishing a thorough process of periodic 
review for these detainees, so that any prolonged detention is carefully evaluated and justified . 

./ The periodic review established by this order will help to ensure that individuals who we have 
determined will be subject to long-term detention continue to be detained only when lawful and 
necessary to protect against a significant threat to the security of the U.S. !fa final determination is 
made that a detainee no longer constitutes a significant threat to our security, the Secretaries of 
State and Defense are to identify a suitable transfer location outside the U.S., consistent with the 
national security and foreign policy interests of the U.S. and applicable law. No Guantanamo 
detainee will be released into the U.S . 

./ We are grateful to alt of our allies and partners who have worked with the Administration to 
implement the transfers undertaken thus far in a secure and humane manner, especially those who 
have resettled detainees from third countries . 

./ Jn December, Congress enacted restrictions on the prosecution of Guantanamo detainees in Federal 
courts. The Administration opposes these restrictions as a dangerous and unprecedented challenge 
to Executive authority to select the most effective means available to bring terrorists to justice and 
safeguard our security . 

./ We will seek repeal of the restrictions imposed by Congress, so that we can move forward in the 
forum that is, in our judgment, most in line with our national security interests and the interests of 
justice . 

./ Because of the vital importance of the rule of Jaw to the effectiveness and legitimacy of our 
national security policy, the Administration is announcing our support for two important 
components of the international legal framework that covers armed conflicts: Additional Protocol 
II and Article 75 of Additional P.rotocol I to the 1949 Geneva Conventions . 

./ Additional Protocol II, which contains detailed humane treatment standards and fair trial 
guarantees that apply in the context of non-international armed conflicts, was originally submitted 
to the Senate for approval by President Reagan in 1987. The Administration urges the Senate to act 
as soon as practicable on this Protocol. An extensive interagency review concluded that U.S. 
military practice is already consistent with the Protocol's provisions . 

./ Article 75 of Additional Protocol I, which sets forth fundamental guarantees for persons in the 
hands of opposing forces in an international armed conflict, is similarly important to the 
international legal framework. Although the Administration continues to have significant concerns 
with Additional Protocol I, Article 75 is a provision of the treaty that is consistent with our current 
policies and practice and is one that the United States has historically supported. 
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<I' Our adherence to these principles is also an important safeguard against the mistreatment of 
captured U.S. military personnel. (Fact Sheet on New Actions on Guantanamo and Detainee 
Policy, 03/07/11) 

<I' Since the beginning ofthis Administration, we have transferred 67· detainees to 24 different 
destinations, including the transfer of 40 detainees to third countries. 

<I' Pursuant to our effort to close Guantanamo, we are in ongoing discussions with a number of 
foreign partners regarding transfer options for the remaining detainees so approved, as well as 
thOse ordered released by our courts. 

¥' Today, 172 detainees remain at Guantanamo: There were 242 at the facility on January 21, 2009. 
Since 2002, around 600 detainees have departed Guantanamo, including more than 500 during the 
prior administration. (Press Guidance, 03/2 I /I I) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 

• ~ 

• 
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~~: INFOCENTRAL Pu_bli_c Diplomacy . . . 
~ Briefing Book · · : 

The Global Q&A - June 08, 2011 
distributed by HP 

Tell us what you think - we welcome your comments and feedback at PDBriefingBook@state.gov. 

•• For the latest updates and region-specific content, visit the PD Briefing Book site*' 

• To visit the site, click on the button al;>ove or paste the URL 
(https://connect.infocentral.state.gov/travel_briefslglobal-brief/) into your browser. 

June 08. 2011 

Go to (topics llighlighted in bt® contain new content): 

Detainees 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior 
Reviewer 
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IRAQ 
Iraq Message 
./ President Obama - "Going forward, a transitional force of U.S. troops will remain in Iraq with a 

different mission: advising and assisting Iraq's Security Forces, supporting Iraqi troops in targeted 
counterterrorism missions, and protecting our civilians. Consistent with our agreement with the 
Iraqi government, all U.S. troops will leave by the end of next year. As our military draws down, 
our dedicated civilians - diplomats, aid workers, and advisors - are moving into the lead to support 
Iraq as it strengthens its government, resolves political disputes, resettles those displaced by war, 
and builds ties with the region and the world." (08/3 l/lO) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "Even as we transition to an Iraqi lead and bring our troops home, our 
commitment to the Iraqi people endures. We will continue to advise and assist Iraqi security 
forces, who are already responsible for security in most of the country. And a strong American 
civilian presence will help Iraqis forge political and economic progress, This will not be a simple 
task, but this is what success looks like: an Iraq that provides no haven to terrorists; a democratic 
Iraq that is sovereign and stable and self-reliant." (05122110) (read transcript) 

./ Vice President Biden - "[This) administration is absolutely committed to a successful, stable, 
representative, and just Iraq. And we are committed to building an enduring partnership between 
Iraq and the United States ... As President Obama made clear last year, we will end our combat 
mission of our troops this summer and draw down our forces in compliance with the U.S.-lraqi 
security agreement. But even as we draw down our military ... we will ramp up our political, 
diplomatic, and economic engagement with Iraq." (01/23/10) (read transcript) 

l Q&A 
Id you comment o.n U.S.' efforts to promote a be~er busmes.s euviromn.en! iJi ·li'aq?~ 

The U.S. govertunent b~lieves strongly that expanding_ econgnuc opportuliity 1s as_essenti~.!"i, 
uilding democratic institutions. In particular; it's very important.for p~ople gpi!)gt:oygg tb; . 
hanges that are sweepliig the region tci believe and !O see t¥t democraey·deli.'I'.~ 

i:__, We see too few American Cll~panies alongside our s?ldi~rs and our dipl~roa_is; Jia9.is are loo ,'ng 
to rebuild every sector of their .econom not onl their 01! sector but agnbusmess. transP.ortat1onJ 
bousing; banking, and 1118llY others\...-,---~-~~,--..,.-......,--~---,.-..., 

i;;r-'There are still significant security c a Jenges, bot1leneck.s m infrastructure, unc ear regu ations 
~rtuna. . tely, co~., tio~. But as our ~qi eollea~es ~ tell yo~, th= are working hard tQ 
It easier to do ~mess m lraq for Iraqis and foreign mvestors alikel'----~~-~ 

~~-: company will i]lruce its own decisions about the costs and benefits, but"wir~t to.go ml 
record uiiequivoca.lly·iti enrouraging American business to begin that process, and we will d.:/ 
~verythlng we can to support you in it. Our embassies and ronsulates will be hubs 1bat suppo~ 
commercial activity in every region of Iraq. The State Department will work hard to champio 

erican tompanies. ):]SAID, Treasucy,,the Dep~ents of Energy and Agriculture, OPIC, Ex 
and many.other agencies have unique and proven exp_erience that we can bring to the table 

Ambassador Jeffrey is: working hard to e5m "Ji han Ame 'can Chamber of Co in 
hichwould be another powerful advocate.,__~----~~-----~~~~ 

Ulnnlately these decisions are up to the Iraqi people: the leaders of the government, the leaders o 
dustry, and, of urse Ir i men and women who want that "better future. marks y_§ecre 
linton, 06/03111,.,,,__~-~-~~~ 
act §heet: Doing Business m Iraq 06103 H 
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What is the status of the transition in Iraq? 
./' The safety Of U.S. government personnel is of primary importance, and we are balancing risk with 

the value ofthemission . 
./' For years, our diplomats'have served effectively in inhospitable environments. In Iraq, we have 

operated successfully in multiple areas with only Diplomatic Security since 2004. We have high 
confidence that our capable.civilians will continue to meet the diplomatic and security challenges. 
This 'is true now aiid it will be true after the military completes its draw down . 

./' The Department of State is well aware of the challenges that still exist in Iraq. Our coordinated 
transition plan, developed with the military, is being implemented with these challenges in mind 

· and is realistic. in its approach . 
./' We are confident that, in close coordination and cooperation with the U.S. military and the 

Government oflraq, we will carry out a successful transition beyond 2011 while l}laintaining 
security for our personnel. 

./' In addition, we continue to see progress in the capacity of the Iraqi Security Forces, which are 
already in the lead on security, and judge that this progress will continue . 

./' The United States and Iraq ·are-rebalancing the relationship· while we remain committed to a 
comprehensive partnership - based op the Strategic Framework Agreement signed· between our 
two countries - that·will broaden the emphasis on political, economic, environmental, 
·technological and cuitural cooperation, while.also expanding on success in the realm of security 
'that was the focus of recent.years. ~ress Guidance, 05/17/11) 

./' Fact Sheet; Strengthening !rag (05/19/ll) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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IRAN 
Iran Message 
./ Secretary Clinton - "The prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran concerns us all. And to address that 

threat, together we have pursued a dual-track approach of engagement and pressure, aimed at 
encouraging Iran's leaders to change course. The draft resolution.agreed to by all of our P-5+ I 
partners and circulated at the Security Council sends a clear message to the Iranian leadership: Live 
up to your obligation, or face growing isolation and consequences. As we continue to cooperate in 
New York, the burden is on Iran to demonstrate through its actions that it will uphold its 
responsibility." (05/21/10) .(read transcript) 

./ National Security Advisor Jones- "Iran's continued defiance of its international obligations on 
its nuclear program and its' support of terrorism represents a significant regional and global threat. 
A nuclear-armed Iran could transform the landscape of the Middle East, precipitating a nuclear 
arms race, dramatically increasing the prospect and danger of local conflicts, fatally wounding the 
global non-proliferation regime; and emboldening the terrorists and extremists who threaten the 
United States and our allies. Therefore, we are now working actively with allies and partners to 
increase the costs oflran's continued failure-to live up to its international obligations. This 
includes a U.N. Security Council sanctions resolution." (04/21/10) (read transcript) 
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What is the current status of international sanctions on Iran? 
./ Sanctions imposed by the Obama Administration are part of our dual-track strategy of engagement 

and pressure-to address the challenges posed by Iran. Iran has so far not demonstrated a willingness 
to meet its international obligations or negotiate seriously on its nuclear program, and so we and 
otir international partners have had no choice but to step up pressures.in the hope that Iran will 
reconsider what's in its own besi interest. 

./ The Administration's sanctions policies have already had a significant impact on Iran's energy 
sector. Five major· oil companies have committed to terminate their involvement in Iran. Major 
suppliers.ofiefined petrolei.lm and energy traders have stopped.sales of refined product to Iran. Jet 
fuel suppl\ers are now·refusfng to supply jet fuel to Iran Air at.most destinations in Eutope and 
Asia where Iran Air flies. And now the "imposition of sanctions against seven companies under the 
amended Iran Sanctions-Act will send a strong signal to companies around the world about the 
risks df doing business with !tart. (White House press briefing, 05124111) 

./ We ha\'.e emphasized from the start that what is at issue between Iran and the rest of the world is 
not i\s right'to a peaceful nuclear program, but rather its decades.long failure to live· up to the 
responsibilities that come with thatright. 

;/ We sought to create early opportunities for Iran to pursue a different path and to build confidence 
in its intentions. This was a serious demonstration of good faith and an investment in partnership 
with a.growing.coalition of countries profoundly concerned about [ran 's nuclear ambitions . 

./ We will intensify the costs of continued non-compliance and show Iran that pursuit of a nuclear 
weapons program will make it less secure. In the meantime we will continue to reassure our friends 
·and partners in the Gulf cif our. long-term commitment to theirsecurity, 

./ Sanctions and pressure are not an end in themselves. They are a complement, not a substitute, for 
the·diplomatic solution to which we and our partners are still firmly committed. There is still time 
for diplomacy if Iran is prepared to engage in serious discussions. There is still room for. a renewed 
effort to break down mistrust, and begin a careful, phased process of building confidence between 
Iran and the international community. (Statement by Undersecretary Bums, 12101110) 

./ Fact Sheet: Holding Iran Accountable (05119/11) 

./ Fact-Sheet: Companies Reducing Energy-Related Business with Iran (05124111) 
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./ Fact Sheet: Seven Companies Sanctioned Under the Amended Iran Sanctions Act (05/24/11) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
Israel/Palestine Message 
./' President Obama - "The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with 

permanent Palestinian borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with 
Palestine. We believe the borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 Jines with 
mutually agreed swaps, so that secure andxecognized borders are established for both states. The 
Palestinian people must have the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a 
sovereign and contiguous state." (05/19/11 )(read transcript) 

./' Special Envoy Mitchell - "The best outcome is an agreement which results in two states living 
side by·side in peace and security, and the only way that can be achieved is through direct 
negoiiations between the parties in which the United States will be an active and sustained 
participant, and with ihe full support of our many friends and allies around the world." (08/20/10) 
(read transcript) 

./' Secretary Clinton - "We support a two-state solution, with Israelis and Palestinians co-existing 
peacefully and with mutual security. We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties 
can mutually agree on an outcome which endsAhe conflict and reconciles the Palestinian goal of an 
independent and viable state based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Israeli goal of a 
Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and meet 
Israeli security requirements. And we recognize that Jerusalem is a deeply important issue to 
Israelis and Palestinians, to Jews, Muslims, and Christians everywhere. We believe it is possible to 
reach an outcome that both realizes the aspirations of all parties for Jerusalem, and safeguards its 
status for the future." (02/14/10) (read transcript) 

Israel/Palestine Q& A 
iWbat.ls .. the U.S. r.esponse to the bum~g~of a mosqu~ ~ t~i\ West Ban~ on 3une 7~ . • 
V States cond. the g and vandahzmg of a.mosque m the West J;!artk Y!llE!g!l:.!lf 

yyir on JUl)e#,,,.,_,.,._...,---,--=,,,......,,-,....---,..--,-.,,-,,..,,....-,,-..-::-:..,-,~="""'="J 
~Tll1?~k is the' latest of seyeral su9h'aets.gfviolence ag ... t'. ,est ~ mosq~ .. ]hes~ 

_yillidents lui.ye served· to. undennine efforts to promote a comp~J!ensiye peJI® ~·ihr region 
8'.WVe call on the Israeli government ~o i9ves\igate thi:i 11ttaQkl!11.d brillg:.£4e.peml;tratois'.to jUsti~ 

@d £or calm from all parties. (State.Department press statement. ·06107 / l 1 f 
FJi.11tis..i~~ u.s: rey~o~.i! to the June 5,sh.1!\i~ngs ~il the. Isry~W~yrian horde~~ • , 
~'Ye-·~. geeply t:rolibl¢ by attempts. to. cross the disengageme~t lme on J:une 5 m iI111:·G<J!!ID 

neiglifS, rl)sultirig in injuries and the loss of life and condemn the S rian governnre.li.Ci/ 
... µlvolvement ,in inciting these everiis 

l::{~ ~ ~I ear that sµcb l)ehavior will not.'"d"'is-tr""ac_t.,.a""tt'"en-ti""'" o-n-fm,......m_th,..e-.""Y!l...,.. an-,.-g-o-v-emm"'· ..,-e-n"'t'-s -on_g_o..,m,...,g 

_,_Jepression of demonstr,atol'Sl 
V'' .A$ we )lave said, Israe4 ·Uke~·an"'y=so::v::e"'re°'ign:: .. :-nat::.~i;-:o-:n,'bc-:as:::-::a-:n;:. git:;:. ""t ."'foccd;:e:;;fe:::n::;d;;i::ts::'.'el;;;f'.,..,,,;:e-=ca1=t :Efo:::i:-:an=en=d:r-:'io 
fue violence and for all sides to exercise restraint. (Press Guidance, 06/06/11 

s,the ;U.S~'working to prevent auothedoCident'betwe~n ~ ~otillll_ to Gaza'and,Israeli fore~ 
For. the past year we·have m!lde clear that groups antl·llldiVIduals that seek to break Israel's 

ari:fune blockade of Gaz.a are takin irre onsible and rovocative actions that entail a risk 
e' safe 
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What is U.S. policy on Middle East peace as outlined by President Obama? 
./ A lasting peace will involve two states for two peoples: Israel as a Jewish state and the homeland 

for the·iewish people, and the state of Palestine as the homeland for the Palestinian people, each 
state enjoying self-determination, mutual recognition, and peace . 

./ The United States believes that negotiations should result in two states, with permanent ·Palestinian 
borders with Israel, Jordan, and Egypt, and permanent Israeli borders with Palestine. We believe 
the borders of Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with mutually ogreed swaps, 
so that secure and recognized borders are established for both states. The Palestinian people must 
have the right to govern themselves, and reach their full potential, in a sovereign and contiguous 
state . 

./ Every state has the right to self-defense, and Israel must be able to defend itself- by itself - against 
any threat. Provisions must also be robust enough to prevent a resurgence of terrorism, to stop the 
infiltration of weapons, and to provide effective border security. The full and phased withdrawal of 
Israeli military forces should be coordinated with the assumption of Palestinian security 
responsibility in a sovereign, non-militarized state . 

./ These steps alone will not resolve the conflict; because two wrenching and emotional issues will 
remain: the future of.Jerusalem, and the fate of Palestinian refugees. But moving forward now on 
the basis of territory and security provides a foundation to resolve those two issues in a way that is 
just and. fair, and that respects the rights and aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians . 

./ For the Palestinians, efforts to delegitimize Israel will end in failure. Symbolic actions to isolate 
Israel at the United Nations will not create an independent state. Palestinian leaders will not 
achieve peace or prosperity if Hamas insists on a path of terror and rejection. And Palestinians will 
never realize their independence by denying the right of Israel to exist. 

./ As for Israel, our friendship is rooted deeply in a shared history and shared values. Our 
commitment to Israel's security is unshakeable. But precisely because of our friendship, it's 
important that we tell the truth: the status quo is unsustainable, and Israel too must act boldly to 
advance a la5ting peace. (Remarks by President Obama, 05/19/11) 

Can you confirm that the Palestinian Authority and !·lamas have completed a reconciliation 
agreement? . 
./ We understand Fatah and Hamas have reached a reconciliation agreement. What is important now 

is that the Palestinians ensure that implementation of the agreement advances the prospects of 
peace rather than undermines them . 

./ We understand the concerns of some members of Congress. As a new Palestinian government is 
formed, we will assess it based on its policies and will determine the implications for our assistance 
based oil U.S. law . 

./ We are confident President Abbas remains committed to the principles of nonviolence, recognition 
of the state of Israel, and acceptance of previous agreements and obligations between the parties. 
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<I' To play a constructive role in achieving peace, any interim Palestinian government formed in the 
period before elections must ensure its actions fully implement these principles. The U.S. stance 
toward such a government will be fully consistent with U.S. law. 

<I' Hamas is well aware of what is at stake and our position is clear and unequivocal: to play a 
constructive role in achieving peace and building an independent Palestinian state, any Palestinian 

. government must commit to the principles of nonviolence, recognition of the state of Israel, and 
acceptance of previous agreements and obligations between the parties. Our position on Hamas has 
not·changed; Hamas fa a designated Foreign Terrorist Organization. 

<I' We are speaking with President Abbas and his government as part of our ongoing consultations on 
these issues. We will continue to seek information on the details of the agreement and to consult 
with the parties about these issues. We refer you to the Palestinians for ihe details of the agreement. 
(Press Guidance, 05/09/11) 

<I' Secretary Clinton - "We've made it very clear that we cannot support any government that 
consists of Hamas unless and until Hamas adopts the Quartet principles." (read transcript) 
(05/05111) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 

• 
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MENA TRANSITION AND REFORM 
MENA Transition and Reform Message 
./' Assistant Secretary Posner- "Our response tolhe upheaval in the Middle East has been rooted in 

a consistent set of principles:· We have opposed the use of violence against peaceful protesters and 
supported the universal rights of free expression, assembly, and association and the right to 
participate in the affairs of the state. We have strongly condemned, including in multilateral fora, 
the killing, torture, and abuse of peaceful protesters. We have made clear our view that people's 
legitimate demands and aspirations must be met by positive engagement from governments, in the 
form of meaningful political and economic reforms." (05/05/11) (read transcript) 

./' Secretary Clinton - "Uprisings across theregion have exposed myths that for too long were used 
to justify a stagnant status quo. You know the myth that governments can hold on to power without. 
responding to their people's aspirations or respecting their rights; the myth that the only way to 
produce change.in the region is through violence and conflict; and, most pernicious of all, the myth 
that Arabs do not share universal human aspirations for freedom, digniiy, and opportunity." 
(04/13/11) (read transcript) 

./' Secretary· Clinton - "Democratic change must grow from within. It cannot be implanted from the 
outside. And let me be among the first qfmany to say the West c.ertairily does not have all of the· 
answers. The first steps of change-have.come quickly and dramatically. lt·is, however, proving· 
tragically difficult in Libya. Jn other nations, change is likely to be more deliberate and methodical. 
In all cases, the United States will support citizens and governments as they work for progress." 
(02/28/11) (read transcript) 
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~The tf.S. EmblllJSy in S!lll{l'a remains open fur emergency services. Routine consular seiviceS·liavil 
been suspen!ied. We remain.on ordered departure 

~We hav\l $eeJ1 reports of al Qaeda in the Arabian P!c-e-ninsul~. ~~a,~s~(A~~AP~) a-cti~Vl~. ~es~m-so-uth~~e-m~e 
l!nd we continue to gather facts to paint a clearer picture of the situation on the ground in Yem en. I 
Is clel!l' that.AQAP re~alns a major threat to the U.S. homeland, as well as to Yemen's stabili 

. j.nd tha~.ofthe region. We continue to·do everything in Qllr pow!,lt-to eqsure we address that thre~ 
~AP takes advantage.of the lapk of security and poo~·govemance )Iiregkins of Yemen ~11t suffer 

tf"'m ongolpg 4ttemaj; conflicts, re50Ul'Ce challen~ insilfficient deliverr of services,. and 
rinlillilctive 5¢.cilrity arel@:ctfu:e 
...__, Coooterterrorisrµ cooperation is·"in~r.::e=m:::en::;'r::s ;:in=te=re:::st=as:-:wc:'.e:;I"I .as=· :-:c~h;:"'.e:-;m=tere=st°'. o"'f;:th;:"'.e:-;ur.· ."s~. Whi".n:;;·iec:tthe:J 

<iurrent situlltion in Yertieq is vollitile, our~ interest' with !he Yemeni government in nghtii)i 
rrori~ °piirticul~ly def~ting ~QAP. , .d~ not rely solel.y on o~e in~ividu~; w_e ,expect that an 
emen successor govemment will be a sohd counterterronsm · artn r. ress Grudance 6 06/IJ 
act Sheet· Transition and Refomi in· Y emeh. 05119/I:I 

~!Ill you ·provide a~ upda~e on the situation in Syria;'='--..,..,.,,...,."="-,-...,..--..,..,.,,.--rn---, 
v As Secretary Chnton smd, the torture Wld mumer of HlllllZll I al-Khateeb - a: 13 year-old bo ' 

, llQ!fa,e$ the total <:°llepse of ~y effort ?Y t!1e Syrian govemmen~ to work with ~d Iist~ll td 
eu .own peep le. W fJ condemn this barbaric violence to ~ cWld EIJ!d caU on the Sman govemm"fill 

o iimn®.ia'tefy fease all \Jtutalil)I and begip a trai1siti~n to re.al demb.eracY.C~ ...... ,...,,,,.,_~. 
·: It.is in~reasin_gJ.y.•cl~!!.t,tliat~llowered pub&~$ thro'!~O~~·tJiefei?~!i ai:e}~iik}~i,~~!(~1(tp~ 

einand to see: an: et1d to the kind. of gov.e~eqt biµt1iJ1ttth~t:l~~CIS:,t!J'tlle torture aild dea!OO 
liild, as Well as.IUl overalhi.ng to govllrJlance'.by .ciiercion '.Andcnotcop~ent, 

. The Syrllut g(lvernment must respect the human rights and dignity. cif tlie S"'yn""' an-,-.p-e,...op'"'l-e,-.A'"'s---.1 

ve said, Ptesident Assad can either lead the transition clll'tent:ly underway in Syri11 or get .outo 
e way. Seccetary Clinton recently said that the legitimacy that is necessazy·ti ran on to 

hange 10 oC'Q\it 'under this ctirrent government is, if not gone, nearly l'\lJ\ out 
Although Ambassador Ford has regularly met with Syrian govemlilent offici'"'a!'s"thr;-ou"""gh.-ou"'""t...,.,..,. 

ure in DIUll!ISmis, the Syriim government has refused his most recent requefils for meetings wi 
yrian (Jfficials. Ambas$ador Ford 'continues to meet with a variety of SyriWIS to explain our vie · 

lmd to urge that they develpp and work for a vision for Syria that allows freedom of expression, th 
'ght robe free fromfe!l!,ofan;estor tortUre, and the rig!lt for ·acefulm and a real o itic 
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Can you provide.an update on the situation in Libya? 
v' We welcome. the deeision by NATO allies to extend the inlindate of Operation Unified Protector 

for 90 days· beyond June 27. This decision sends a clear message·that NATO, and the entire 
international community, stands with the people of Libya. (Press Guidance, 06/0111 l) 

v' The.President has made very clear what we want to see. The attacks on civilians must stop. 
President Qadhafr must stop his troops' advance, pull them back from areas they have forcibly 
entered, and ·establish water, electricity, and gas supplies to all areas. Humanitarian assistance must 
be allowed to reach the·people of Libya. These terms are nonnegotiable. 

v' We also note the numerous ceasefire pledges President Qadhafi has made since the crisis began, 
only to flagrantly violate them each time. Any political process would have to be broad-based and 
inclusive and lead to a transition that reflects the will of the Libyan people and the departure of 
President·Qad)lafl from power and Ljbya. 

v' Our decision to provide non-lethal U.S. government assistance to Libya was based on our 
assessment.of the needs of the Transitional National Council (TNC) at that time as well as 
international appeals and in keeping with U.S. law. 

v' The immediate focus of any vesting action by the President would be approximately $200 million 
that is composed of cash held in the United States in the name of the Government of Libya-related 
entities. 

v' The abysm·a1 huinah rights record of the Qadhafi regime means assistance to Libya is provided on 
the. basis of a notwithstanding or other special authorities. (Press Guidance, 05/31/11) 

v' Fact Sheet: Transition and Reform in Libya (05/19/11) 

Is the u;s. encouraged by recent developments in Bahrain? 
.v' Lifting the-state of emergency marks the beginning ofa process·that will unfold in theweeks and 

months ahead. We will work cooperatively with the government in taking ·additional steps to 
restore confidence and restore human rights as the process moves forward. 

v' We welcome:the King's May 31 announcement that a comprehensive and unconditional dialogue 
will begin in July . 

./ We trust that lifting the state of emergency, in conjunction with the King's armouncement about the 
resumption of dialogue and other steps the government has taken, will help to foster an atmosphere 
in which dialogue can .take place and respect for human rights can be fostered. 

V' In the coming weeks, th"e Bahraini government should focus on creating a positive environment for 
reconciliation and credible political dialogue, as well as addressing human rights concerns. 
Leadership is needed from all sides to make such a dialogue possible. 

v' We recognize that the Bahraini.government has the sovereign right to ask for"the deployment of 
Gulf Cooperation Council forces. That said, we continue to emphasize that there is n.o security 
solution to the political problems facing Bahrain; there must be a credible political process that 
addresses the legitimate concerns of all Bahrainis. (Press Guidance, 06/01/11) 

v' Fact·Sheet: U.S. Support for Democratic Reform in Bahrain (05/19/11) 
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Whal is the U.S. response lo the recent events in the Middle East and North Africa? 
./ The nations of the Middle East and North Africa won their independence long ago, but in too many 

places their people did not. In too many countries, power has been concentrated in the hands of n 
few. Jn.too many countries, a citizen has no honest judiciary to hear his case; no independent media 
to give him voice; no credihle political party to represent his views; no free and fair election where 
he could choose his leader . 

./ The events of the past six months show us that strategies of repression and strategies of diversion 
will not work anymore .. Through the moral force of nonviolence, the people of the region have 
achieved rhore change in six months than terrorists have accomplished in decades . 

./ The question before us is what role America will play as this story unfolds. For decades, the U.S. 
has pursued a set of core interests in the region: countering terrorism and stopping the spread of 
nuclear weapons; securing the free flow of commerce and safe-guarding the security of the region; 
standing up for Israel's security and pursuing Arab-Israeli peace. 

V' We will continue to do these things, with the firm belief that America's interests are not hostile to 
people's hopes; they're essential to them, Yetwe must acknowledge that a strategy based solely 
upon the narrow pursuit of these interests will not fill an empty stomach or allow someone to speak 
their mind. Moreover, failure to speak to the broader aspirations of ordinary people will only feed 
the suspicion that has festered for years that the United States pursues our interests at their expense . 

./ We face a historic opportunity. We have the chance to show that America values the dignity of the 
street vendor in Tunisia more than the raw power of the dictator. There must be no doubt that the 
United States of America welcomes change that advances self-determination and opportunity. 

,/ Not every country will follow our particular form of representative democracy, and there will be 
times when our short-term interests don't align perfectly with our long-term vision for the region. 
But we can, and we will, speak out for a set of core principles - principles that- have guided our 
response to the events over the past six months: I) the U.S. opposes the use of violence and 
repression against the people of the region; 2) the U.S. supports a set of universal rights, which 
include free speech, the freedom of peaceful assembly, the freedom of religion, equality for men 
and women under the rule oflaw, and the right to choose your own leaders; and 3) we support 
political and economic reform in the Middle East and North Africa that can meet the legitimate 
aspirations of ordinary people throughout the region. 

V' It will be the policy of the United States to promote reform across the region, and to support 
transitions to democracy. That effort begins in Egypt and Tunisia, where the stakes are high. But 
our support must also extend to nations where transitions have yet to take place. (Remarks by 
President Obama, 05/19/11) 

./ Fact Sheet: A "Moment of Opportunity" in the Middle East and North Africa (05/19/11) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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(back to top) 

NORTH KOREA 
North Korea Message 

. ./ President Obama - "We will work with allies and partners to hold North Korea accountable, 
including at the United Nations Security Council, making it clear that security and respect for 
North Korea will never come through aggression, but only by upholding its obligations." 
(06/02/l 0) (read transcript) 

./ Secrclary Clinton - "The path that wiH lead North Korea to security and prosperity is to stop its 
provocative behavior, halt its policy of threats and belligerence toward its neighbors, and take 
irreversible steps to fulfill its denuclcarization commitments, and comply with intemati.onal law." 
(05124/l 0) (read transcript) 

./ Secretary Clinton - "North Korea can still choose another path. Instead of isolation, poverty, 
conflict, and condemnation, North Korea could enjoy integration, prosperity, peace, and respect. Its 
people could finally experience a bener life ... North Korea's future depends on the choices that its 
leaders make today." (05126/10) (read transcript) 

North Korea Q&A 
pould you comment on the implementation of the North Korean Human Rights Act'l1.,.,--_,__~ 

J
V Advancing human. rights is a top U.S. priority In our North Korea policy and ia,IUllong the prin!!!d, 

ctors ·that will determine if any long-term improvement between the U.S. and the Democratid 
eople's Republic of Korea (DPRK) ·will be possible r fbe North Korean H11IDan Rights Act of2004 and its~re-a-u"'th-on"''za__,ti-on-in,--,,2""00=-drem-ons-,.tra""'. ... t,....,e 

Congiess' commitment to ensuring that the well-being of the North Korean people remains 

d:
I portent foreign polic riori . This le · slation created the S ial Env for North Ko r 

anRightslssu~~-=-.,.-,-,--.,--~,.-~,-,,.,.-~.,.,-~.,.--,,.._,.-,,..,.~--.,.~,.-.,., 

J
. fPng with DPRK officials is a key requirement of the position of e Spec1a1.En'v'.OY r N.o 
orean Human Rigbts. Ambassador King's recent trip was the first time the SpeQial·Envoy f9 
oftb: K~ Hwnan Rights Issues was granted ent:I')' to the DP~ and the first time. we .were ab 
engage In ·a direct dialogue about ways North l<.orea can improve its hum!II\ risll.~ fllCord 

We have alsQ encouri;lged our partners to include human rights in their North Korea policy. 
~dition to eQnsulting with other governments, we met with oiganiz.ations that deal with Nortli 

korea hwnan rights issues - think tanks and academic institutions that analyze human ri~ts iSsueSl 
bdvocacy organi7.ations that call attention to hllIDan right abuses; hwnanitarian assistance 
prganiZ,ations that provide food, medical aid, and other assistance to the DPRK; ooucatiolli!!J 
fUlturyil,, ~d scientific organizati?ns that se~k t? engage the_DPRK; c~urcbe~ and-re~giotul, 
rgaruzations; !llld Korean-Amencan orgamzations that are mterested m family reuruons witlj 
latives living in the DPRK. 

]

Between FY 2008. -2011, the."'D,_.e-partm-,--e-n7t re-ce-.iv_e_,d,.,. "'9,..,.5,_m-1"'·11,,..io-n•rr,_o_m_th,,-e"'E.-co_n_o_llll..,C-S"'u-p-p-ort-;-.;F,-un....,,..." 
1'9,rtiote rule oflav.; ~~ hUqJ.an rights, increasi: media freedom, .1!11d bajld civil s9ciety In No . 
orea:. These funds illso support efforts to build the capacity of the defector and NGO co uru 

n the South Korea'fo tietler advocate for improved conditions inside the DPRK 
"-'-'->Since 2004, the u:s. bas resettled 120 North Korean refugees and their fi.ilrnilie8."' W~e r-e-m-~·~ 

11ctlvely committed to ensuring that each North Korean refugee who is interested and eligible gain 
access to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program. The U.S. remains deeply conc~ed about th 
~lightofNorth Korean refugees and asylum seelters. Reports of the Involuntary return o~Nort!i 
~reans from China to the DPRK., including victims of human trafficking, remain deep! 
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?ist#J?~g,.!15 thes~ ·re~ees· of\e'nfoce s9pous conS<;que11ces. yve.continve fo.\i\1>~'.0hifui w aflhere 
f<? }_~ ~bl!gatjons 118 .a Party to ~!-\ 195 (R,!oltJige¢ Conve11tion 1!11<! i.ts )967 Proh.ioolJ. inC!l!dirig.QY.·ngJ 

_,exp_¢11tng or fotoibly rtjllmin. · g North Kori:ruis y.oho shotild. be p.ro~ec)ed under.!hose'treaties~I 
V' To Increase the flow onndependent information Into, out of, !!;id within the co,\liltry, the l).8' 

oveniment funds Korean-language broadcasting into North Korea by the Broadcasting Board· o 
ovemors (BB()) 11nd ·supports independent and defi;ctOr·tun broadcasts tjtiQugh the Bureau fo · 

p;mocll!CY,'Human Rights pnd Labor. The BBG continues to.explore avenues to expand broad 
t~~tlity into Nottii :~~11, 1U1d the Depar:tinent of S~te is ~~plofiiig op~rfunjties.usilig rie . 
media to reach Nottli K@:ans;. (Remarks by Ambassador, Kipg, 06/02/111 . 

"-.Am~sadbr : g @dJi>;cfpJ!ty Assistant Adm4!jstrator Bralll!e1aisc.ussed monitoqiJg te •• ·..., 
· v-Essacy t1i assure t,fuit<ifthe United States provides bumanitiitliin aid tQ the DPR°k'. it.will r<;acli 

ose for whom it is intended) 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"'-i,..Th_~ United Staws remains cqncemed about the welNleing of the Noi;th Korepn people. (Press 
~..E"'dl!llce, 0.S/3l/ll]..,_~----~~~~~-~~~~~~-~~ 

l
~· Tbe:'t):.S; gov~.~~~1$p6Jicy on the. p)'Ovisio!l of.fo1i4 llS.slljtim .• C~•js ~aSe<i Oli,tbi!; .. : e{aetl)~~::l)'~ 

veI. of tieed i!1 a giv~n l'.\-O!!Jltry; 2) c;ompet,itig needs in ortier·~a.l!htri~; iui~· 3) .QJ!l' abiilW't9 ~ , ur'?l 
hat a.id is reliably,refl«biilg !he people irrneec!;.~This pollcy.iS';c3!Uiste:nt witli o\rf lortg•$tandin 
oal ofpiovicUllgemergency humanitliri8n assistance to the ~ie ofcountries around ilie.wor 

, here there are legitimate bunranitariart needs. emarks b Ambassador Kin · 06/02/11 

The content contained here Is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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(back to top) 

AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Message 
v' President Obama - "In Afghanistan, we remain focused on the three areas of our strategy: our 

military effort to break the Taliban's momentum and train Afghan forces so they can take the lead; 
our civilian effort to promote effective governance and development; and regional cooperation, 
especially with Pakistan, because our strategy has to succeed on both sides ofthe border." 
(12/16/10) (read transcript) 

v' President Obama·- "This war has changed over the last nine years, but it's no less important than 
it was in those days after 9/11. We toppled the Taliban regime- now we must break the 
momentum of a Taliban insurgency and !rain Afghan security forces. We have supported the 
election of a sovereign government - now we must strengthen its capacities. We've brought hope 
to the Afghan people - now we must see that their country does· not fall prey to our common 
enemies ... There will be difficult days ahead. We will adapt, we will persist, and I have no doubt 
that together with our Afghan and international partners, we will succeed in Afghanistan." 
(05/22/10) (read transcript) 

v' President Obama - "[ want to send a strong message that the partnership between the United 
States and Afghanistan is going to continue. We have seen already progress with respect to the 
military campaign against extremism in the region. But we also want to continue to make progress 
on the civilian process of ensuring that agricultural production, energy production, good 
governance, rule of law, anticorruption efforts - oil these things end up resulting in a Afghanistan 
that is more prosperous, more secure, independent; is not subject to meddling by its neighbors; a 
transition will be able to occur so that more and more security efforts are made by the Afghans." 
(03/28/ IO) {read transcript) 

Afghanistan and Pakistan Q&A 
Can you provide any information on the efforts to reintegrate Afghan insurgents? · 
v' The Afghan government is actively reaching out to insurgents who may wish to re-enter society 

and are willing to renounce violence, break with al Qaeda, and abide by Afghanistan's laws and 
Constitution, including provisions that protect the rights of all Afghan men and women, and we are 
supporting-those efforts. 

v' The Afghan Peace and Reintegration Program (APRP) is still a relatively new program, and was 
unveiled as a concept in July 2010. There have been some obstacles to overcome, and some 
structures to support APRP are still standing up. To date, 1,267 re-integrees have enrolled in the 
program and additional insurgents are currently in negotiations with the government. Thirty-three 
Provincial Peace Councils have been established and seven more are standing up. 

v' The Afghan government is in the lead in this program and we are working closely with them to · 
support their efforts. 

v' It is not true that the reintegration process has been hampered by a lack of funding. Fpreign 
assistance funding for reintegration is pending a certification by the Secretary of State as required 
by Section 1004(d) of the FYIO Supplemental Appropriations Act.. 

v' To date, the FY 2010 National Defense Authorization Act provided authority for a $50 million 
transfer from the Department of Defense (DoD) Commanders' Emergency Response Program 
(CERP) funds to support stability operations - which include reintegration activities. To make this 
transfer, the DoD transferred $50 million in CERP funds to USAID. 
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,/ USAID used its existing agreement with the World.Bank to put the money toward community 
recovery programs via the World Bank's Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF). These 
funds benefit local communities, as well as ex-combatants, by improving basic services, providing 
more technical and vocational training, and initiating other vital development projects. Community 
recovery is a key aspect of the APRP . 

./ The U.S. government, through the DoD, also has the authority to utilize up to $50 million in 
Operations and Maintenance (O&M) funds to support further the Government of Afghaistan's 
reintegration efforts in the field. (Press Guidance, 05/20/11) 

What is the current u,s. strategy concerning Afghanistan and Pakistan? 
,/ President set out a clear goal: to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al Qaed·a, and prevent it from 

threatening America and our allies in the future . 
./ Al Qaeda and the Tali.ban, along with various associated groups, still maintain an alliance, based 

largely in the border region between Afghanistan and Pakistan. The Taliban and al Qaeda are 
distinct groups with distinct aims, but they are both our adversaries and part of a syndicate of terror 
that must be broken. 

,/ U.S. and international troops are focused on: (I) reversing the Taliban's momentum; (2) providing 
security fqr the Afghan people, and (3) partnering with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) 
so that the Afghans can increasingly assume responsibility for Afghanistan's security. This will 
allow us to deny al Qaeda a safe-haven. 

,/ We are following a strategy with three mutually reinforcing tracks: a military offensive against al 
Qaeda terrorists and Taliban insurgents; a civilian campaign to bolster the governments, 
economies, and civil societies of Afghanistan and Pakistan to undercut the pull of the insurgency; 
and an intensified diplomatic push to bring the Afghan conflict to an end and chart a new and more 
secure future for the region. 

,/ We have laid out unambiguous red lines for reconciliation with insurgents. They must renounce 
violence, abandon their alliance with al Qaeda, and abide by the constitution of Afghanistan. 

,/ This summer, ISAF will begin a gradual, responsible transition of security responsibilities to 
Afghan forces with the goal of removing all international combat troops by the end of2014. As this 
transition moves forward, the Afghan people should remember that while the U.S. and our 
coalition partners may draw down our military forces over time, wc are committed to a long-term 
strategic partnership with Afghanistan. We will continue to train, equip, and support Afghan 
security forces and do what we can to help the government improve the lives of its citizens. 
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v' The shift in military momentum provides the Afghan government an opportunity to strengthen the 
competence of its people through economic development, fair enforcement of the rule of law, 
attacking corruption and the provision of basic services. 

v' From the beginning, we have recognized the fundamental connection between our war effort in 
Afghanistan and the extremists' safe havens and enablers in Pakistan. As a result of growing 
cooperation between our governments, militaries, and law enforcement agencies, and determined 
action by the Pakistani army, we have been able to dramatically expand our counterterrorism and 
intelligence effoi:ts. 

v' The Afghan government needs to safeguard the rights of all Afghans, especially women and 
minorities. (Overview of the Afghanistan and Pakistan Annual Review,.12/16/l 0) and (Remarks by 
Secretary Clinton, 02/18/l l} and (Remarks by Secretary Gates, 06/05/l l} 

v' President Obama- "I've been very clear about our core goal. It's not to defeat every last threat to 
the security of Afghanistan, because, ultimately, it is Afghans who must secure their country. And 
it's not nation-building,. because it is Afghans who must build their nation. Rather, we are focused 
on disrupting, dismantling and defeating al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and preventing its 
capacity to threaten America and our allies in the future." (12116/l 0) (read transcript) 

The content contained here is also available on the· PD Briefing Book site . 
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(back to top) 

RUSSIA 
Russia Message 
./ Defense Secretary Gates - "This last year has seen remarkable progress in the U.S.-Russia 

relationship, a relationship that has evolved from focusing nearly exclusively on traditional global 
issues, primarily arms control, to our present collaboration at a working level on a range of matters 
affecting our defense ministries." (03/22/11) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "We'll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to 
making progress on a host of challenges - from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing 
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists." (12/22/10) (read transcript) 

./ Deputy Secretary Steinberg - "We have, I think, been successful in building a degree of civility 
and ·conversation between the two countries that we can have our honest disagreements where we 
have them, to sustain our principled positions where they exist, but not for that to be a barrier to 
working together. And whether it's transit through Rl!ssia to Afghanistan, whether it's START, 
whether it's working on both North Korea and Iran, the tangible benefits are there." (05/19/10) 
(read transcript) 

./ Press Secretary Gibbs - "The Obama administration stands in solidarity with the many people in 
the Russian government, in the legal system, and in civil society who are committed to 
strengthening the rule of law and deepening the commitment to universal values enshrined in the 
Russian constitution. Russia's failure to keep this commitment to universal values, including the 
rule of law, impedes its own modernization and ability to deepen its ties with the United States." 
(12/27/10) (read transcript) 

Russia Q&A 
What is the U.S. assessment of the human rights situation in Russin? 
./ President Medvedev has set forth his vision of a democratic, modern and successful Russia 

governed by the rule of law. President Obama, Vice President Biden, and Secretary Clinton have 
expressed their strong support for that same vision. The ability of Russian citizens to exercise their 
basic civil and political rights and access justice and due process will be key to realizing the Russia 
we all want to see, 

./ Despite these aspects of progress, we believe that continued limits and restrictions on the 
fundamental freedoms of the Russian people - rights guaranteed in international and Russian 
domestic Jaw - are a larger problem for Russian citizens; businesses, and the government itself. We 
frequently raise these areas of concern with our Russian counterparts, both in public and in private . 

./ Progress has been more limited in the area of freedom of the press. We share the deep concerns 
expressed within Russia and across the international community over the murders of journalists 
known for their courageous work defending human rights and fighting corruption . 

./ There are still too many unsolved cases, and we continue to call for a full investigation into the 
unsolved murders of the journalist Anna Politkovskaya, among others. We have also expressed our 
concern that the only judicial action to date in the murder of Natalia Estemirova has been the 
prosecution of Oleg Orlov for saying out loud what many people suspected to be the case. We 
welcome the convictions in the murder case of the human rights defenders Stanislav Markelov and 
Anastasia Baburova . 

./ In addition to effective prosecutions by the government, we hope the Russian media and 
independent Russian organizations and institutions will continue to scrutinize the Russian justice 

·system, to support improvements and address challenges. For example, a representative from the 
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Presidential Council on Human Rights recently indicated that the Council would find that the 
charges against Sergei Magnitsky had been fabricated, so it has now been established that he was 
unjustly imprisoned. Similarly, the court decision to deny the appeals of Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
and Platon Lebedev also reminds us of large issues regarding impartiality, due process and 
selective prosecution . 

.I' Outside scrutiny of government actions and the follow-on dialogue with government are key to 
progress in many areas beyond criminal justice. We remain gravely concerned, about the 
extrajudicial killings, torture, and disappearances committed with impunity by the forces of 
Chechen President Kadyrov and others. We have urged Russia authorities to act upon the many 
decisions of the European Court of Human Rights addressing human rights abuses in the North 
Caucaus as a step towards restoring rule of law in the region . 

.I' Finally, freedom of assembly- to gather together and share ideas and urge change - is another 
· essential element to a stronger Russia that taps into the talent and creativity of the Russia people. 
Most recently, we were concerned about reports of intimidation and attacks by private security 
guards, police, and other parties on activists associated with the Khimki Forest campaign. In 
another concerning move, this month, for the sixth year in a row, Moscow authorities refused 
permission for an NGO to hold an LGBT parade/rally. (Remarks by Assistant Secretary Posner, 
05127111) 

What is the status of our negotiations with Russia on missile defense? 
.I' Our discussions are ongoing. Under Secretary Ellen Tauscher departed for Moscow on May 18 to 

continue talks on missile defense cooperation with her Russian counterpart Sergey Ryabkov 
beginning May 19. The Under Secretary has been leading these talks with her Russian counterpart. 

" Our missile defenses are not directed at Russia nor do they threaten Russia's strategic deterrent. 
.I' We believe that cooperation is the best way for Russia to gain confidence that U.S. and NATO 

missile defenses are not directed at it. 
.I' President Obama has been clear that the United States will not accept any limits or constraints on 

its missile defense programs, including those with NATO . 
.I' Our vision for missile defense cooperation between NA TO and Russia is two independent but 

coordinated systems whereby NATO is responsible for the defense of NATO and Russia is 
responsible for the defense of Russian. (Press Guidance, 05/18111) 

What are the next areas of emphasis for the continued reset of the u;s. relationship with Russia? 
.I The President Obama made it a priority to reset our relationship with Russia. We focused the reset 

on concrete outcomes that serve both countries' interests . 
.I' Two years later, the benefits to both our countries- and to international security - are clear, 

including: the new Start Treaty that further limits strategic nuclear weapons, cooperation on the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy, collaboration on Afghanistan that facilitates the flow of soldiers 
and supplies, and the most stringent sanctions ever on Iran and North Korea for their pursuit of 
nuclear weapons . 

.I' The next frontier in our relationship will be building stronger ties of trade and commerce that 
match the security cooperation we have achieved. Our trade and investment relationship is nowhere 
near where it could or should be. One way to realize the potential of that relationship is to bring 
Russia more fully into the international trading system. That is why we strongly support Russia's 
effort to join the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

" WTO accession will enable Russia to deepen its trade relations with the U.S. and the world. It will 
give American companies greater and more predictable access to Russia's growing markets, 
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expanding both U.S. exports and employment. Being a part of the WTO means that Russia will 
have to play by the rules or face enforcement actions . 

../ Once Russia does what is required to join the WTO, we will also work with Congress to terminate 
the application to Russia of the Jackson-Yanik amendment - a Cold War-era law that tied trade 
relations with Russia to Jewish emigration, but remains on the books . 

./ Russia's business and legal climate and backsliding on democracy will present serious obstac_les. 
At the same time as we have increased our cooperation with the Russian government, our 
administration has spoken out on allegations of misconduct in the trial of Mikhail Khodorkovsky 
and of the beating and detention of "Strategy 31" demonstrators - and we will continue to do so in 
defense of universal values. But real opposition parties, independent media, and impartial courts 
are also the best tools for fighting corruption - the biggest barrier to economic growth in Russia . 

./ Russians and Americans inside and outside of government have worked hard to overcome decades 
of mistrust, to identify common ground, and to foster a more secure and more prosperous future for 
both countries. (Op-Ed by Vice President Biden, 03/14/11) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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SUDAN/DARFUR 
Sudan Message 
v' President Obama - "After decades of conflict, the images of millions of southern Sudanese voters 

deciding their own future was an inspiration to the world and another step forward in Africa's long 
journey toward justice and democracy. Now, all parties have a responsibility to ensure that this 
historic moment of promise becomes a moment of lasting progress. The Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement must be fully implemented and outstanding disputes must be resolved peacefully. At 
the same. time, there must' be an end to attacks on civilians in Darfur and a definitive end to that 
conflict." (02/07111) (read transcript) 

v' Special Envoy Gration - "While much of the international attention has been focused on the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement recently, and certainly the upcoming referendum in Southern 
Sudan, we cannot and we must not forget about the people of Darfur. These people have s·uffercd 
too long. And they continue to live with daily reminders of conflict, insecurity, displacement, 
banditry.'Most of the Darfuris have seen little change in their' living conditions over the past seven 
years. They currently see little hope for a brighter future. Internally displaced people continue to 
live in temporary housing. They depend on emergency assistance. And they don't even know when 
or if they' II' be able to return to their historical homelands in ·safety and dignity, should they choose 
to do so." (12/13/10) (read transcript) 

·Sudan Q&A 
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(back to-top) 
TERRORISM 

Could you commen·t on the operation that led to the death of Osama bin Laden? 
./ On May I, the U.S. has conducted an operation that killed Osama bin Laden, the leader of al 

Qaeda, and a terrorist who. is· responsible for the.murder of thousands of innocent men, women, and 
children . 

./ For over two decades, bin Laden has been al Qaeda's leader.and symbol, and has continued to plot 
attacks against our. country ·and our friends and allies. The death of bin Laden marks- the}nost 
significant•achievement to datdn our.nation's effort to defeat al Qaeda . 

./ Yet his death does not mark the end of our effort. There·is no doubt that"a.l Qaeda wilr continue to 
pursue attacks against us. We must- and we will-remain vigilant at home and abroad . 

./ As we do, we must also reaffirm that the United States· is not- and never will be - at war with 
Islam. Bin Laden was not a.Mu.slim leader; he was a mass murderer of Muslims . 

.,,. It is important to note that our counterterrorism cooperation with Pakistan helped lead us to bin 
Laden and ihe compound where he was hiding. Indeed, bin Laden had declared war against 
Pakistan as well, and ordered attacks against the Pakistani people . 

./ We will be relentless in defense of our citizens and our friends· and allies .. We will be true to the 
values that make us who we a.re. And we can say to those families who have lost loved ones to al 
Qaeda's terror:"justice has been done. (Remarks by President Obama, 05/01/11) 

./ ln the wake of this major counterterrorism success, the intelligence community remains squarely 
focused on the safety of the.American people. We will sustai·n intense pressure on al Qaeda and. 
other ierrorist groups. Al Qaeda iS damaged by bi.n Laden's death, but the group· remains 
dangerous. (Department of Defense press statement, 05/07/ll") 

./ Secretary Clinton - "All over the world we.will press forward, bolstering our partnerships, 
strengthening our networks, investing in a positive vlsl"on of peace and progress, and relentlessly 
pursuing the murderers who target innocent people. The fight continues, and we will never waver."· 
(read transcript) (05/0.2/11) 

What are "the State Department's counterterrorism priorities? 
./ Reducing'Recruitment. The Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) work of the Ofike of the 

Coordinator for Count.erterrodsm (SICT) focuses on three main lines of effort that will reduce 
terrorist recruitment: delegitimizing the violent extremist narrative in order to diminish its "pull"; 
developing positive alternatives for youth vulnerable to radicalization to diminish the "push" effect 
of grievances and unmet expectations; and building partner capacity to carry out these activities. 
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Key intents of CVE programming are to diminish the drivers of radicalization and demonstrably 
reduce the effectiveness of terrorist propaganda, thus leading to lowered numbers in recruitment. 

.( Successful CVE involves more than messaging, however, and we are working with the interagency 
to develop programs that address the upstream factors of radicalization in communities particularly 
susceptible to terrorist recruitment overseas . 

./ To be effective, CVE work needs to be driven by local needs, informed by local knowledge, and 
responsive to the immediate concerns of the community. CVE interventions will be highly focused 
and short-term and will be developed in cooperation with USAID and others in the interagency as 
well as with international partners. Ultimately, host governments are best positioned to execute 
truly sustainable CVE efforts . 

./ Capacily Building. One of the central challenges to our security is that weak states serve as 
breeding grounds for terrorism and instability. We need to build effective law enforcement 
capacity, fair and impartial justice and the rule oflaw, good governance in many places that have 
never known this. Multiple U.S. Government agencies are mobilized fa this effort: Justice, FBI, 
Treasury, USAID, and the Department of Homeland Security . 

./ One of our most effective capacity building programs is the Antiterrorism Assistance (A TA) 
Program, the primary provider of U.S. Government antiterrorism training and equipment to law 
enforcement agencies of partner nations . 

.( The number of active partner countries is decreasing to about 55 in an effort to ensure we are 
strategically focusing our resources on building partner CT capacity in the right places. The AT A 
program is most effective where countries have a combination of political will and basic law 
enforcement skills to be most receptive to the advanced training AT A provides. Through an 
emphasis on train-the-trainer courses, we are working with partner nations toward the goal of 
institutionalization and self-sustainment of capacities . 

./ Multilateral Engagement. Building new and strengthening existing partnerships is a cornerstone 
of this Administration's counterterrorism policy. The U.S. cannot address the threat alone and the 
UN and other multilateral bodies have resources and expertise that we need to do a better job of 
leveraging. With our funding support and guidance, we are getting the UN and regional bodies to 
focus on practical projects that target critical issues and countries . 

./ S/CT has been working to develop a new multilateral counterterrorism initiative, which we believe 
would not only be an important step forward but would address a significant gap in the 
international counterterrorism architecture: the lack of a central, reliable inter-governmental 
platform that allows policymakers and practitioners from different regions to engage on a sustained 
basis on various counterterrorism issues . 

./ All of this work goes on in the context of vigorous diplomatic engagement. We have formal 
bilateral counterterrorism consultations with numerous countries. Among them are Australia, 
Canada, China, Israel, Egypt, Japan, Pakistan, Algeria, Russia, and India; these consultations have 
strengthened our counterterrorism partnerships so we can complement one another's efforts in 
pursuit of a comprehensive approach to our common challenges . 

.( In conclusion, the threat is formidable but we are making some progress. Countering violent 
extremism, multilateral engagement, and building local capacity -through our various programs 
and with our Department and interagency partners - provide us with the tools to make lasting 
progress in our fight against terrorism. (Remarks by Coordinator Benjamin, 04/14111) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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(back to top) 

DETAINEES 
Detainees Q&A 
Has the U,S, has lost track of Guantanamo detainees sent to the Middle East and North Africa? 
./ This Administration has worked comprehensively to keep truck of and mitigate the threat, if any, 

posed by former Guantanamo detainees, and will continue to do so. However, efforts to monitor 
and coordinate with other countries on post-transfer activities of former Guantanamo detainees are 
not a matter we discuss publicly . 

./ Post-transfer monitoring of detainees by receiving countries has varied. We continue to have 
excellent.exchanges with some countries. However, this Administration suspended transfers to 
Yemen.more than a year ago and has subsequently not transferred any detainees to Yemen unless 
ordered released by U.S. federal courts . 

./ Jn this Administration, every decision to transfer a detainee to a foreign country was based on 
unanimous approval by all agencies involved in the Task Force after a full assessment of 
intelligence and threat information. This includes the Departments of Defense, State, Justice, 
Homeland Security, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence . 

./ The previous Administration transferred 25 detainees to countries cited in the recent Wall Slreet 
Journal article - Egypt (2), Tunisia (2), Libya (2), Bahrain (5), and Yemen ( 14), and 120 detainees 
to Saudi Arabia. This Administration has not transferred any detainees to Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, or 
Bahrain,.and transferred three detainees to Saudi Arabia and eight to Yemen (including 2 ordered 
released by federal courtsi. (Press Guidance, 03121111) 

What is the Administration's position on the detention center at Guantanamo Bay? 
./ On March 7, the Secretary of Defense issued an order rescinding his prior suspension on the 

swearing and referring of new charges in the military commissions. New charges in military 
commissions had been suspended since the President announced his review of detainee policy . 

./ The Administration has successfully enacted key reforms, such as a ban on the use of statements 
taken as a result of cruei, inhuman, or degrading treatment, and a better system for handling 
classified information . 

./ There are certain Guantanamo detainees who have not been charged, convicted, or designated for 
transfer, but must continue to be detained because they in effect, remain at war with the U.S. On 
March 7, the President issued an Executive Order establishing a thorough process of periodic 
review for these-detainees, so that any prolonged detention is carefully evaluated and justified . 

./ The periodic review established by this order will help to ensure that individuals who we have 
determined will be subject to long-term detention continue to be·detained only when lawful and 
necessary to protect against a significant threat to the security of the U.S. !fa final determination is 
made that a detainee no longer constitutes a.significant threat to our security, the Secretaries of 
State and Defense are to identify a suitable transfer location outside the U.S., consistent with the 
national security and foreign policy interests of the U.S. and applicable law. No Guantanamo 
detainee will be released into the U.S . 

./ We are grateful to all of our allies and partners who have worked with the Administration to 
implement the transfers undertaken thus far in a secure and humane manner, especially those who 
have resettled detainees from third countries . 

./ In December, Congress enacted restrictions on the prosecution of Guantanamo detainees in Federal 
courts. The Administration opposes these restrictions as a dangerous and ·unprecedented challenge 
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to Executive authority to select the most effective means available to bring terrorists to justice and 
safeguard our security . 

./ We will seek repeal of the.restrictions imposed by Congress, so that we can move forward in the 
forum tha\'is, in our judgment, most in line with our. national security interests and the interests of 
justice . 

./ Becaµse of·the vital importance of the rule of law to the effectiveness and legitimacy of our 
national security policy, the Administration is announcing our support for two important 
components of the international legal framework that covers armed conflicts: Additional Protocol 
Ii and Article75 of Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva Conventions . 

./ Additional Protocol 11,wl)ich contains detailed humane treatment standards and fair .trial 
guarantees that apply in the.context of non-international armed conflicts, was originally submitted 
to the Senate for-approval by President.Reagan in 1987. The Administration urges theoSenate to act 
as soon as practitable on this Protocol. An extensive iriteragency review concluded that U.S .. 
military practice is already consistent with the Protocol's provisions . 

./ Article 75 of Additional Protocol I, which sets forth fundamental guarantees for persons in the 
hands of opposing forces in an international armed conflict, is similarly important to the 
international legal framework. Although the Administration continues to have significant concerns 
with Additional Protocol l, Article 75 is a provision of the treaty that is consistent with our current 
policies and practi.ce and is one that the United States has historically supported . 

./ Our adherence to these principles is also an important safeguard against the mistreatment of 
captured U.S. military personnel. (Fact Sheet on New Actions on Guantanamo and Detainee 
Policy, 03/07/l I) 

./ Since the beginning of this Administration, we have transferred 67 detainees )o 24 different 
destinations, includi.ng the transfer of 40 detainees to third coun~ries. 

·./ Pursuant to our effort to close Guantanamo, we are in ongoing discussions :with a number of 
foreign partners regarding transfer options for the remaining detainees so approved, as well as 
those ordered released by ·our courts . 

./ Today, 172 detainees remain at. Guantanamo. There were 242 at the facility on January 21, 2009. 
Since 2002, around 600 detainees.have departed Guantanamo, including more than 500 during the 
prior administration. (Press Guidance, 03/21/l I) 
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IRACI 
Iraq Message 
../ President Obama - "Going forward, a transitional force of U.S. troops will remain in Iraq with a 

different mission: advising and assisting Iraq's Security Forces, supporting Iraqi troops in targeted 
counterterrorism missions, and protecting our civilians. Consistent with our agreement with the 
Iraqi govenunent, all U.S. troops will leave by the end of next year. As our military draws down, 
our dedicated civilians - diplomats, aid workers, and advisors - are moving into the lead to support 
·fraq as it strengthens its government, resolves political disputes, resettles those displaced by war, 
and builds ties with the region and the world." (08/31110) (read transcript) 

../ President Obama - "Even as we transition to an Iraqi lead and bring our troops home, our 
commitment to the Iraqi people endures. We will continue to advise and assist Iraqi security 
forces, whq are already responsible for security in most of the country. And a strong American 
civilian presence will help Iraqis forge political and economic progress. This will not be a simple 
task, butthis is what success ·1ooks like; an Iraq that provides no haven to terrorists; a democratic 
Iraq that is sovereign and stable and self-reliant." (05/22/10) (read transcript) 

../ Vice President Biden - "[This] administration is absolutely committed to a successful, stable, 
representative, and just Iraq. And we are committed to building an enduring partnership betwe·en 
Iraq and the United States ... As President Obama made clear last year, we will end our combat 
mission of our troops this summer and draw down our forces in compliance with the U.S.-lraqi 
security agreement. But even as we draw down our military ... we will ramp up our political, 
diplomatic, and economic engagement with Iraq." (01/23110) (read transcript) 

What is the U.S. reaction to the formation of a new Iraqi government? 
../ We congratulate the new Iraqi govenunent and Prime Minister Maliki on the formation of a 

national partnership government. This is a victory for the democratic political process, national 
unity, and a decisive repudiation of violence . 

../ Iraq's parliament has approved a broadly inclusive government reflecting the results of the election 
and the will of the Iraqi people. All of Iraq's ethnic and sectarian communities are represented in a 
meaningful way, 
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. ./ The National Council on Higher Policy is an important part of the agreement that was struck to 
bring this government .together and we have supported the creation of this Council. 

./ The political blocs have·agreed.that Ayad Allawi will be,the.Pre'sident of the Council and we 
expect to see action in Parliament in the near future to legally enshrine the Council as part of tl)e 
new government . 

./ The U.S. has been playing an active but patient and supporting role. We supported the Iraqi 
elections, we supp'orted the Iraqi government formation process, and we support the outcome. 

·./ With this significant accomplishment now behind them, Iraqi political leaders should move 
forward expeditiously 9n :;m agenda that will mee\ the need.sand expectations of the Iraqi people . 

./ We support women's rights in Iraq and believe. women should be represented in the Iraqi 
goverrunent. Iraq has had a good record in this area. (Press Guidance, 12122110) 

./ President Obama - "I congratulate Iraq's political leaders, the:members of the Council of 
Representatives; :;md t.he Iraqi' people on the formation of a new government of naiional 
partnership." (12121110) (read transcript) 

./ Secretary Clin'ton - "The forrnatfon of this government is a milestone in the. emergence of the new 
Iraq. It constitutes a resounding rejection 6f the extremists who sought to derail the democratic 
process and sow discord among Iraqis. Iraq is a great nation with a promising future, and we will 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the new government to help our Iraqi friends build on what they 
have already achieved." (12121/10) (read transcript) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 

• -• 

Content drawn from guidance materials previously cleared by the State Department 3 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE• PD BRIEFING BOOK• PDBRIEFINGBOOK@STATE.GOV 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2011-08841 Doc No. C18761293 Date: 06/14/2012 



StateDept01835

UNCLA::>::>lrlt:U U.::>. uepartment OT::>tate case~·~ ~ ,,,.,., ,, __ ,,_, ··~~ '"~. HHb"IL"'.:) uare· Ub/14/LUIL 

UNCLASSIFIED . 

NOT FOR PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 

(back to top) 

IRAN 
I ran Message 
../ Secretary Clinton - "The prospect of a nuclear-anned Iran concerns us all. And to address that 

threat, together. we have pursued a dual-track approach of engagement and pressure, aimed at 
encouraging Iran's leill.lers to change course. The draft resolution agreed to by all of our P-5+ I 
partners and circulated at the Security Council sends a clear message to the Iranian leadership: Live 
up to your obligation, or face growing isolation and consequences. As we.continue lo cooperate--in 
New York, the burden is on Iran to demonstrate through its actions that it will uphold its 
responsibility." (05/21 /l O)(read transcript) 

.,/ Natinn11l Security ·Advisor Jones - "Iran's cohtinueq defiance of its international o)Jligations on 
its nuclear program and· its support of terrorism represents a significant regional and global threat. 
A nuclear-armed Iran could transfonn the landscape of the Middle East, precipitating a nuclear 
anns race, dramatiCally increasing the prospect and danger of local conflicts, fatally wounding the 
global non-proliferation regime, and emboldenirig the terrorists and extremists who threaten the 
United States and our allies. Therefore, we are now working actively with allies and partners to 
increase: the costs of Iran's conti'nued failure to live up to its international obligations. This 
includes a U.N. Security Council sanctions resolution." (04/21/10) (read transcript) 
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What is the currenl status of international sanctions on Iran? 
./ We have emphasized from the start that what is at issue between Iran and the rest of the world is 

not its right to a peaceful nuclear program, but rather its decades-long failure to live up to the 
responsibi Ii ties that come with that right. · 

./ We sought to create early opportunities for Iran to pursue a different path and to build confidence 
in its intentions. This was a serious demonstration of good faith and an investment in partnership 
with a growing coalition of countries profoundly concerned about Iran's nuclear ambitions . 

./ UN Security Council Resolution 1929 broke important new ground in curbing arms transfers to 
Iran; targeting the central role of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps in Iran's proliferation 
efforts; banning for the first time all Iranian activities related to ballistic missiles that could deliver 
a nuclear weapon; sharply limiting Iran's ability to use the international financial system to fund 
ancl facilitate nuclear and missile proliferation; and for the first time highlighting formally potential 
links between Iran's energy sector and its nuclear ambitions . 

./ A week after passage of 1.929, the EU announced by far its most sweeping collection of measures 
against Iran. Canada, Australia, Norway, Japan, and South Korea have followed the EU's example . 

./ When the President signed into law the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions Accountability and 
Divestment Act (CISADA) in early July, the Administration and Congress sent an unmistakable 
signal of American resolve and purpose, expanding significantly the scope of our domestic 
sanctions and maximizing the impact of new multilateral measures . 

./ Faced with new international concerns, and the choice between doing business with Iran and doing 
business with America, more and more foreign companies are pulling out of the Iranian market . 

./ We also emphasize that we take very seriously CISADA's provisions regarding human rights 
concerns in Iran . 

./ We will intensify the costs of continued non-compliance.and show !ran that pursuit ofa nuclear 
weapons program will make it less secure. In the meantime we will continue to reassure our friends 
and partners in the Gulf of our long-term commitment to their security . 

./ Sanctions and pressure are not an end in themselves. They are a complement, not a substitute, for 
the diplomatic solution to which we and our partners are still firmly committed. There is still time 
for diplomacy if Iran is prepared to engage in serious discussions. There is still room for a renewed 
effort to break down mistrust, and begin a careful, phased process of building confidence between 
Iran arid the international community. (Statement by Undersecretary Bums, 12/01/10) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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MIDDLE EAST 
Israel/Palestine Message 
v' Special Envoy Mitchell - "The best outcome is an agreement which results in two states living 

side by side in peace and security, and the only way that can be achieved is through direct 
negotiations between the parties in which the United States will be an active and sustained 
participant, and with the full support of our many friends and allies around the world." (08/20/10) 
(read transcript) 

v' Secretary Clinion - "We support a two-state solution, with Israelis and Palestinians co-existing 
peacefully and with mutual security. We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties 
can mutually agree on an outcome which ends the conflict and r~onciles the Palestinian goal of an 
independent and viable state based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Israeli goal of a 
Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and meet 
Israeli security requirements. And we recognize that Jerusalem is a deeply important issue to 
Israelis and Palestinians, to Jews, Muslims, and Christians everywhere. We believe it is possible to 
reach an outcome that both realizes the aspirations of all parties for Jerusalem, and safeguards its 
status for the future." (02114110) (read transcript) 

v' President Obama - "The United States can be a partner in solving the problem, but ultimately the 
parties involved are going to have to make a decision that the prosperity and security of their 
people is best served by negotiations and compromise, and we can't force them to make those 
difficult decisions. What we can do is to provide them a framework and a forum and the support 
for such an outcome to be achieved." (06/05/09) (read transcript) 

Israel/Palestine Q&A 
~al"is the p.s. reaction to the Turkel Comm~$ion report, which appears to clear Israel of 
rron_gdoiug for the 2010 Gaza tlodlla lncid~nt?.'-1 -----~-~-~-~~---~ 
~This Is the first part of a two-part report; it is an important step forward in the ovel'iill investigative 

ptocre,Ss:regarding the MaVi Marmara Ooti~la investigatio?>. and',as_s~ch We welcdirie · W 
jmderstilnd the second half of the report wiU be released m the colllUlg months,_ ____ ~ 

Y' The !lrocess wider!!lken by the UN Secrel!lry Geri.eritl contiriues: Israel is submittin art ll e of i 
port and will later submit ils full report to the UN Secretary _General's panel 

. · We ~(lol(fonyar~..to the proce5s coni!nliing_~.t th~}ri:i1;whi~ ~U~v~ the inte~~-. a-tio-;nal-. -.,-c_o_µmi_: _uru __ .­
. e .. opportlµlity to fully ri;view the Cll'Curnstances sWTowidmg the mc1dent. We llS8!ll !JXpress o .. 
fPpreciation to ihe Secrel!lry General for ms efforts td establish the panel, and to !bx govenun. ent 
fTutkey and Israel for their constructive participation in itj'-------~--~----­

r: · hiimediately following the May 31 incidents, we noted the importance ofa credibl~, impartlaijJg!!! 
nt investigation into these events; We continue to hold fh/lt view and believe we must .. _ 

ist the tendency to reach conclusions without the opportlfili!Jo'. for a full examination of the factS 
d , ctives from all sides. ress idance 01125/ nr 

)What is tb.e U.S. reacdon.faAl-Jazeera's release ofalleged negotiations docunients related til 
~iddle East peace efl'ort11'.i 
[ These are not U.S. documents. We cannot vouch for their veracitvl 
V We do not plan to comment on any particular documentJ,_ _____ ~~~-~ 

None· of this changes our understanding of what is at stake and what needs to be done. 
ework a~ment t resolves the core issues remains ssible and neces 
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What is U.S. policy regarding the Middle East peace process? 
..I Over recent months, Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas have met face to face multiple 

times. These were meaningful talks that yielded new clarity about the gaps that must be bridged. 
Significantly, both sides decided to pursue a framework agreement that would establish the 
fundamental compromises on all permanent status issues and pave the way for a final peace treaty . 

..! The conflict between Israel and the Palestinians and between Israel and Arab neighbors is a source 
of tension and an obstacle to prosperity and opportunity for all the people of the region. Continuing 
conflict also strengthens the hands of eKtremists and rejectionists across the region while sapping 
the support of those open to coexistence and cooperation . 

..! America's commitment to Israel's security and its future is rock solid and unwavering, and that 
will not change. The Obama Administration has reaffirmed this commitment. 

..I The lack of peace and the occupation that began in 1967 continue to deprive the Palestinian people 
of dignity and self-determination. This is unacceptable and unsustainable. · 

..! We will deepen our strong commitment to supporting the state-building work of the Palestinian 
Authority and continue to urge the states of the region.to develop the content of the Arab Peace· 
Initiative and to work toward 'implementing its vision. The Arab states have a pivotal role to play in 
ending the conflict. 

..! The differences between the two sides are real and they are persistent. But the way to get there is 
by engaging, in good faith, with the full complexities of the core issues and by working to narrow 
the gaps between the two sides . 

..! On borders and security, the parties must agree to a single line drawn on a map that divides Israel 
from Palestine and to an outcome that implements the two-state solution with permanent 
Palestinian borders . 

..I The status of refugees is a difficult and emotional issue, but there must be a just and permanent 
solution that meeis the needs of both sides . 

..I The fate of existing settlements is an issue that must be dealt with by the parties along with the 
other final status issues. The position of the U.S. on settlements has not changed and will not 
change. We do not accept the legitimacy of continued settlement activity . 

./ There will surely be no peace without an agreement on Jerusalem . 

..! Palestinians must appreciate Israel's legitimate security concerns. And Israelis must accept the 
legitimate territorial aspirations of the Palestinian people. Ignoring the other side's needs is, in the 
end, self-defeating . 

..I To demonstrate their commitment to peace, all parties should avoid actions that prejudge the 
outcome of negotiations or undermine good, faith efforts to resolve final status issues . 

..! A just and lasting peace will transform the region. Israelis will finally be able to live in security, at 
peace with their neighbors, and confident in their future. Palestinians wiil at last have the dignity 
and justice they deserve with a state of their own and the freedom to chart their own destiny. 
Across the Middle East, moderates and advocates of peace and coeKistencc will be strengthened, 
while old arguments will be drained of their venom and the rejectionists and extremists will be 
exposed and marginalized. (Remarks by Secretary Clinton, 12/10/10) 
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NORTH KOREA 
North Korea Message 
.r President Obama - "We will work with allies and partners to hold North Korea accountable, 

including at the United Nations Security Council, making it clear that security and respect for 
North Korea will never come through aggression, but only by upholding its obligations." 
(06/02/10) (read transcript) 

" Secretary Clinton - "The path that will lead North Korea to security and prosperity is to stop its 
provocative behavior, halt its policy of threats and belligerence toward its neighbors, and take 
irreversible steps to fulfill its denuclearization commitments, and comply with inte.mational law." 
(05/24/10) (read transcript) 

.r Secretary Clinton - "North Korea can still choose another path. Instead of isolation, poverty, 
conflict, and condemnati.on, North Korea could enjoy integration, prosperity, peace, and respect. Its 
people could finally experience a better life ... North Korea's future depends on the choices that its 
leaders make today." (05/26110) (read transcript) 

Does the Staie Department agree with Defense Secretary Gates' assessment that North Korea 
will be a direct threat to the U.S. in five years? 
.r We share the view that North Korea continues to present one of the most enduring challenges to 

the Asia-Pacific region's security and prosperity . 
.r We continue to employ our two-track approach of being open to engagement with North Korea on 

denuclearization, while calling for full and transparent implementation of UNSCRs 171 8 and 1 874 . 
.r Ambassador Bosworth had consultations with senior officials in Se.oul, Beijing, and Tokyo on 

recent developments and next steps on the Korean Peninsula . 
.r We will continue close coordination and consultation with our allies and partners in the Six-Party 

process to ensure we send a clear and unified message to North Korea that leads to concrete 
progress. (Press Guidance, 01/12/11) 

Hqw is the U.S. responding to the reports on North Korea's uranium enrichment progra01? 
.r We have long suspected North Korea of having this kind of capability, and we have regularly 

.raised it with them directly and with our partners. We will continue to consult closely with our 
allies and partners. 
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v' We regard this development with great seriousness. We believe that the North Koreans are in 
violation of a substantial number of international agreements that they have entered into and are in 
violation of UN Security Council resolutions. 

v' We continue our coordination of moves designed to lead eventually to the resumption of the Six­
Party Talks. The situation does not, however, in our view call for a reassessment of our entire 
strategy toward the DPRK and its nuclear programs. 

v' We call on North Korea to take concrete, irreversible steps toward fulfillment of the 2005 Joint 
Statement; comply with international law, including UNSCRs 1718 and 1874; cease provocative 
behaviors; and take steps to improve relations with its neighbors. (Remarks by Ambassador 
Bosworth, 11/22/10 and 11123/10) and (Press Guidance, 11124110 and 12/14/10) 

The content contained here Is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Message 
./ President Obama - "In Afghanistan, we remain focused on the three areas of our strategy: our 

military effort to break the Taliban's momentum and train Afghan forces so they can take the lead; 
our civilian effort to promote effective governance and .development; and regional cooperation, 
especially with Pakistan, because our strategy has to succeed on both sides of the border." 
(12/16/10) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "This war has changed over the last nine. years, but it's no less important than 
it was in those days after 9111. We toppled the Taliban regime - now we must break the 
momentum of a Taliban insurgency and train Afghan security forces. We have supported the 
election of a sovereign government - now we must strengthen its capacities. We've brought hope 
to the Afghan people - now we must see that their country does not fall prey to our common 
enemies ... There will be difficult days ahead. We will adapt, we will persist, and I have no doubt 
that together with our Afghan and international partners, we will succeed in Afghanistan." 
(()5122/l 0) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "!want to send a strong message that the partnership between the United 
States and Afghanistan is going to continue. We have seen already progress with respect to the 
military campaign against extremism in the region. But we also want to continue to make progress 
on the civilian process of ensuring that agricultural production, energy production, good 
governance, rule o flaw, anticorruption efforts - all these things end up resulting in a Afghanistan 
that is more prosperous, more secure, independent; is not subject to meddling by its neighbors; a 
transition will be able to occur so that more and more security efforts are made by the Afghans." 
(03128/10) (read transcript) 

9
can y~.i'l1;\:~~firm tb~t ~li~.iµghan gove~m~nt:!s p. lannl~g to· ban !"ore, secutjty:ci>ntra~ton?L, 

Tlie·:t'.fruted States fully supports effective unplementation of Pres1dent1al' Decree 62 to d1ssolv 
dviite security contrilctors G'SCs) 0nd iransitioit more c<inttol over secllrity to the Afi 

government. The U.S. Embassy in Kabul is working closely With the Ministry ofltiten·<;. o-. r-an,'-d.-pt"he...,. 
tepr~sentatived rrQm theintemationaj community to dbvelop the way forward.for iinpteinentiilioru 
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,V'·~ we: have welcomed the MW.my of Interior's recent statem. ent's. that PS Cs will be, j]t'.rmitte,Alg 
ontinue providing ~ecqrity for diplomatic wo_rk, intematio!Jal. \lrganlzatians, ~dj\illitacy, 

Installations. We also welcame their statements .that urrent · Uri for develo · n~trac_,,ts--i 
borttiriue until the end of their contracts 

~1:iere ~· however, ~ number ofv~ coLm-pli""' ca-,.~-;d-q-ue-s""ti-on-s-s"""ti"'l _,.to_·_wo_rk-.-thro,---ugh""'. _as_w_e_m_o_v_, 
t"wards unplementation. These qu~ons are be~g worked through .tog.ether, with the ~hared~ 
Ill ~a of mer~~ MgJ;an sec~ty, stre. ?gtherung Afgban.sov.ereign and Jeitdershlp, and 
~unng the continui:d dehvery of mteniational develop111ent assistance · 

~We will contipue Working in the weeici and months ahead'to ensure .that development workets ar 
~afe and project sites hqve•adequate security, (Press Guidance, 01/24/11 ~ 

ls.the U;S, .coni:erned by a recent 
kqltivation ill Afghanistan in 2011 
~f-8 the UN ()_ffi~_on Dru~ and Crim:!,..,..-e~(UN-o-D~)-no-t-es-,.~m-cr~e-as~e~4-,o-pf'·~um~, ~p-n~:.c_es_in~~A~ti-~--1!-n-is-tah-.-ar~. !l 

affected by incre8$ed pl'.!lsstire on drug traf!ickers 6y tile Arp goverµment, law'Eii'forceinent, l!lla 
Ute international forcestl,iat support !hell efforts, as well as a trop diseaiie that lowered the amount 

~bf opium entering the market last yearj 
V' We remain concerned about the possib'"Ie-.,im,--p-act--;-o..,,.fhi'"'''"""gh,-er-o-pi'""urn-p-n.,.'c_es_irnrA!1'"""'g11ram~·s:-tan,-.b,..ut.,...,.te-. -,., 
"-i~mmitted to strengthening agricultural development and drug interdiction support to Afghanis 
v.-'"our efforts_ to fight Afghanistan's drug trade remain a top priority. Agricultural developtne!!t an 

g interdiction remain the omerstones of U. • countemarcotics assistance to the Ati 
venmient 

L-., U.S. assiStan,"-ce-al_s_o-su-_p_p_o_rts_co-un-te_marco_, -. -tic_s_p_u-bl~ic-in_fo_rm-ati-. o-n-, ~bu-i-ld~in_g_tll~e-cap--a~-ity-o~f~ke~ 
bountematOOtics ministries, rule oflaw, and demand reduction and drug treatment activities 

?_,re u._s. also commends the work of the Afghan Ministry of Countemarcotics and th 
ountemarcotics Police of Afghanistan to introduce risk to drug traffickers, insurgents, an 

farmers that <!i~o~ the rule of law. This na!W'ally drives prices up as the drug market beco'iire£ 
lnorecompetitive\.l_~-----------~-~-----~-~~ 

~We. iils9 look Corn:ard to UNODC' s up~Jlrlng Opium R:apid Asseslnne. nt Survey, wliii;h will !).e!~' 
t6 better undersW!d.:. and respond to.'.. likely opium poJ1Py p13Jlting trends in 201"1. The. Unite' 

tates has funded ·and conunis ioned th se studies to better inform our ro · s· in Afghanistlln. 
s Guidan 01/20/11 

iWllat iii the current U.S. sti:ategy conceJ11ing i\fghanistan·an(!J>ali:istali?."--~-~~ 
V- The core goal of the U.S .. strategy in the Afghanistan and Pakistan theater remainS to disrupt 
~i~e, and e~entua1ly:.?efeat al Qaeda in the region. and to pre;ent its return ·~15 ·either co~tiy 

l
V' U.S. and lntemational troops are focused on: (1) reversmg the Taliban's momentum; (2) providin 

ecuriiy for the Afghan people, and (3) partnering with Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF 
o that the Afghans can increasingly assume res nsibili for Afghanistan's securi , This wil 
iow us to deny al Qaeda a safe-have 

v-'1n Afgbiliji~iali, ·the sur~ in coalitlon,.~"'itary,----and-,--,ci,-vil"'· i'""an_res_o_urc_e_s_, al-,o-n-:g-wi-r.;th-an_e_x_pan-.,-.., 

l """\'P<'•U= -~--.. "'4-loo•howricy m~~•.ili• E:·a . v11l,"h'as reduced oveiiill Taliban influence and arrested the.momentum they had achieved 1 

ent years In key parts of the country' altho11gh these gains remain fragile and reversible 
P' ~n July :ZOU, we will begin a responsible transition to an Afghan security lead by reducin o 

ombat troop levels. The size and pace of our troop reductions will depend upon a careful 
lissessment of conditions on the .ground, and the capacity of ANSF to sustain security g~ 
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~We !\!~o remain 'relc:ntle!islyf~used o~ Piild~tan-liased al Qi¢da, b~ause of the. ~trate~c nai"uf}: ol 
fh'l·~t.posed·by_1ts.l.~~rsh1p, 11nd m pa!"ti~µll!f the group's contmu:4-Pursmt oflm·scaleJ 

.~ca~j:ri)plilc ,anti-Wes:tein attacks and its i¢luence on global terrorisml_ 
L!-1fP.aklstan, we are layliig the foundation for a s(rategic partnership bas~e~d-o_n_m_utual_~respec--t-an~d 

!lU$t, through increased dialogue, impNved cooperation, and enhilnced exchange lllid ass· 
programs, We must supprjrt the Govemment of Pakistan's"efi'orts to strengthen its economy; 
lm:Pro.ve gciiremance ~d seeurity, anc! respond to the development needs of the Pakislllril people 

v-'In·2011, lye Will intensify our regiomil diplomacy to enable a political process to prooiote 
stability in. A.f&bl\illstan; to' jnclllde A.fghan~ied reconciliation, taking advanta~e of th 

mill.tum Cre:ated by the i:ecent secuiify gainS and the international consensJJ.S gained in in--.bo-n'"'· 
ss Guidance, 0511 O .:.. o'6/16/J 0). imd {White Hoiise s e 05/27110) and (Overview of th 

lMgbiinlstaq and Paldirtan f.nnwil Review, 12116/lll 
v-'p~df.lnt p~ama-'1'v¢ ~ii. very Cl~ar aboilt.our~co-·-re_g_o_al_.~It-·s_n_o_t -to-d~e=fea-.t-e_v_ery __ ~l-ast-•. =~-, ~~t 

e securi ofAti anistt\ll; ·because, u!t4nately;".it is Mghiim> Who must secure th~ir. co~fryi Ail 
t',s ·qottulti()n~buili:ifng~ li&ic!IUse lflSAfghans wllO muSt liiitrdllleir nation. Ratlier, we ~ foo'use. 
n disrupting,.dismantlmg'and defeating al Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pakis.tan, and preventin i 
· pacity io threaten Amei:ica and our allies in the future.'' (12116/1 O) (read transeriptj 

'.""' ~~reh1ry: Clinton - "President Obama has said that we wi!l begi~ .a responsible, CQI\'""di~.ti-on-s~-~-as-e-a 
~ition to Afghan security leadership in July 2_011. Toward this end, the Afghlµi .Govedentf" 
:working with NATO, has developed a broad framework ~or the pro~ess that will help ere.at 
~Qdition,s for transition, province by province, district by district, so the Afghan sec~ty fo~ 
can asswne full resporuiibility for securiti("jn the transitioned ate as:~· (07/20/10) (read trariscriPtJ 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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RUSSIA 
Russin Message 
.I President Obama- "We'll continue lo advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to 

making progress on a host of challenges - from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing 
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists." (12/22/10) (read transcript) 

.I Deputy Secretary Steinberg - "We have, I think, been successful in building a degree of civility 
and conversation between the·two countries that we can have our honest disagreements where we 
have them, to sustain our principled positions where they exist, but not for that to be a barrier to 
working together. And whether it's transit through Russia to Afghanistan, whether it's START, 
whether it's working on both North Korea and Iran, the tangible benefits are there." (05/19/10) 
(read transcript) 

.I Press Secretary Gibbs - "The Obama administration stands in solidarity with the many people in 
the Russian government, in the legal system, and in civil society who are committed to 
strengthening the rule of law and deepening the commitment to universal values enshrined in the 
Russian constitution. Russia's failure to keep this commitment to universal values, including the 
rule of law, impedes its own modernization and ability to deepen its ties with the United States." 
(12/27/10) (read transcript) 

Russia Q&A 

~~:ti~i!J~;fe~c!::1ffi!4s~~~:i(y~~~~~Ts~~;.~~~:lec~1i~;~:;~!%:~~~1f~flhokl 
~e ex.tend our condotei;i.ces to the peopl11 ~fthe ~~SJllII. Fed~~l!~n and, esuec1allv.to thyse 

oured and to the familtes·of the dead from today s jragic bo.mbmg/ '""" -
b2::..;'f\le Uni$ed States stan$. ieady ~ sdpport the Russian gov~ll\Ment m·'"'.'""th.-. e"'lf""'}~n .. v"". e,..:sti""'g-. at"'i-on;'"". :~of"',Jh,,...,.,( 

liitac~,if so requested, li!Id will continue to cooperate .witlf Russia.in the:stfi.Wgle iigrubst;Violerit 
_,b:iaremfam around lhe.worldl,.,._~--~~-~~~~~-~~--~~~~ 

!7· The 'Q11i~.d States condemns terrori$)ll and all forms of violence agiµru,t th~' irtnoceni; wh¢r:iiver it 
"-)ccl)t'S, W ~ .W. ,iU 1:9ntinue to work With tl!e i11-temational ~inmllriity to:c9mbat·"l'iofent extremiml 

l~t threat~JJCaCC-lovirtg people everywhere., (l?res$ Gwdancc;,.O 112~/l ~1 ..,, 
~,;\~this ti_me-,' the ,Government ofR~ia has not 'requested assistance' We re""·puu-. .,., n-ea-.,.dx-·""to"'':h"'' e"lp-t""g 

!l.!1!lill!Justice the trators of this terrorist act. .ress Guidance 0 /25/11 

~!!ris~the,~~~\.r,!iJ!paJ!\e'fl! t'1e Russ~an Duma's approyal of1tll~ Nell'. ~T_&RT Trell.tr?= 
f1 ~e"Welco'i)le the ne 1hiit.the Dunia assed a lawapprovlng1rat1fication of the New0STM] 
cc ,,J teat;Y on January 25 . . . . . . . 
V.. Riµ1S1a's upper house, the Federation· Council, must illso pass e aw approvmg ratification of th 
~;.;y, The Federation.Council is ~pe~ted to vote on, January 2(1j 
~w;look forward fo brlg'g(itg the Ti· · .into force deliverin the b""e-n""efi""1t-s.o""'f"". N"'e""w'·""T"'AR"'' "'T""t,_o-·g.-lo"ba!• 

OOuri • Pres$ Guidance· 01125111' 

What are the U.S. priorities for future arms control talks with Russia? 
.I With the New START Treaty taking each side down to 1,550 strategic warheads, we are at the 

point where it is hard to envisage further strategic reductions without redueing the large number of 
tactical nuclear weapons, which are not constrained. 
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./ Negotiation with the Russians on tactical weapons will include some difficult issues. First, there is 
a large numerical disparity between the U.S. and Russian tactical arsenals. By unclassified 
accounts, the Russians have anywhere from three lo eight times as many tactical nuclear weapons . 

./ Second, over the last I 0 to 15 years Russians military doctrine has placed much more weight on 
tactical nuclear forces, because they see these weapons as necessary to offset what they regard as 
conventional force disadvantages vis-a-vis NA TO and China . 

./ Third, verification is difficult because you probably will not be talking about limiting the delivery 
systems, whose primary missions are conventional. So you're talking about limiting actual 
warheads and perhaps even designing schemes where inspectors might" have to go into storage 
bunkers and count weapons . 

./ Russian President Medvedev recently said that either we come to an agreement on missile defense, 
or there will be a resumption of the arms race. The primary Russian concern is not the system 
which currently protects the U.S. from limited numbers of ballistic missile launches, but rather the 
European Phased Adaptive Approach policy, which is a policy to create a missile defense shield 
over all of Europe . 

./ The Obama Administration has done u lot through the presidential bilateral working group al the 
NATO-Russia Council to explain that these systems will not threaten Russia's ICBM force . 

./ There can be an agreement about joint threat assessments. There can also be a shared early warning 
of all ballistic missile launches. There can also potentially be cooperation on shared radars, which 
includes integrating some of the Russian radar capabilities in southern Russia into the U.s: phased 
adaptive approach missile defense system for Europe. (Remarks on U.S.-Russia Nuclear 
Cooperation, 01/13/11) 

What is the State Department's reaction to the ratification of the New START Treaty? 
./ On December 22, the Senate voted 71-26 to approve the Resolution of Advice and Consent to 

ratification of the New START Treaty. The New START Treaty strengthens American national 
security and is an important step forward in President Obama's foreign policy agenda . 

./ Just as was the case during the recent U.S. Senate debate over the Treaty, Russia's ratification 
prqcess can be expected to reflect various viewpoints both for and against the Treaty. Such debate 
is a natural and necessary part of the legislative process . 

./ We welcome the recent positive statements by Russian leaders, including President Medvedev, 
Prime Minister Putin, Foreign Minister Lavrov, and leading Russian lawmakers, encouraging 
prompt approval by the Russian legislative bodies, the Duma and the Federation Council. 

./ Ratification of this treaty will strengthen American leadership on nonproliferation issues, reinforce 
our relationship with Russia, and promises to make our country safer. 

· ./ New START is the most extensive nuclear arms control agreement in nearly two decades. It 
reduces by 30% the maximum limit of strategic nuclear warheads that the United States and Russia 
can deploy, while allowing the U.S. to maintain a credible nuclear deterrent . 

./ It puts into effect a verification regime to track Russia's strategic nuclear weapons, which will 
include placing U.S. inspectors on the ground, access we have not had since the original START 
treaty expired over a year ago . 

./ New START will include up-to-dale exchanges of information on numbers, locations, and 
technical characteristics of weapons systems and facilities that are subject to the Treaty . 

./ From the beginning, this Administration has made it a priority to exercise American leadership in 
reducing the threats of nuclear proliferation and nuclear terrorism. Once this Treaty enters into 
force we will put the world's two largest nuclear arsenals on more stable, predictable footing. 
(Press Guidance, 01107111) 
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./' New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) 

./' President Obama - "We'll continue to advance our relationship with Russia, which is essential to 
making progress on a host of challenges -- from enforcing strong sanctions on Iran to preventing 
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of terrorists. And this treaty will enhance our 
leadership to stop the spread of nuclear weapons and seek the peace of a world without them." 
(12/22/10) (read transcript) 

What are U.S. expectations regarding its relationship with Russia going forward? 
./' We hope that the relationship between Russia and the U.S. - and beiween Russia and NATO and 

Europe - will continue to improve. These relationships are in a much better place than they were 
several years ago, certainly before this Administration took office . 

./' The NATO-Russia relationship had not been moving forward as practically and positively as the 
U.S.-Russia relationship until recently, but at Lisbon NA TO and Russia agreed on a joint 
assessment of 21st century security challenges, agreed to resume theater missile defense 
cooperation, and agreed to cooperate more broadly on missile defense in the future . 

./' We have already said in many other contexts that we believe the U.S.-Russia relationship is on 
increasingly solid ground as we continue to find areas of cooperation, be they in nuclear 
nonproliferation or the economic area or Afghanistan. 

~ We will continue to work with this. We obviously still have some differences and we're clear about 
our differences as well. At the OSCE summit we had a significant difference over the question of 
Georgia and other unresolved conflicts, but we are expressing them frankly, and believe that in the 
long run the U.S. and Russia and Russia and Europe have so many common interests that we are 
and should be partners. (Briefing by Assistant Secretary Gordon, 12/07/10) 

The content contained here Is also available on the PD Briefing Book site • 
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SUDAN/DARFUR 
Sudan Message 
./ President Obama - "Two paths lay ahead: one path taken by those who flout their responsibilities 

and for whom there must be consequences - more pressure and deeper isolation. The other path is 
taken by leaders who fulfill their obligations, and which would lead to improved relations between 
the United States and Sudan, including supporting agricultural development for all Sudanese, 
expanding trade and investment, and exchanging ambassadors, and eventually, working to lift 
sanctions - if Sudanese leaders fulfill their obligations." (09/24110) (read transcript) 

./ President Obama - "The Comprehensive Peace Agreement that ended the civil war must be fully 
implemented. The referenda on self-determination scheduled for January 9th must take place -
peacefully and on time, the will of the people of South Sudan and the region of Abyei must be 
respected, regardless of the outcome." (09124/10) (read transcript) 

./ Special Envoy Cration - "While much of the international attention has been focused on the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement recently, and certainly the upcoming referendum in Southern 
Sudan, we cannot and we must not forget about the people of Darfur. These people have suffered 
too long. And they continue to live with daily reminders of conflict, insecurity, displacement, 
banditry. Most of the Darfuris have seen little change in their living conditions over the past seven 
years. They currently see little hope for a brighter future. Internally displaced people continue to 
live in temporary housing. They depend on emergency assistance. And they don't even know when 
or if they'll be able to return to their historical homelands in safety and dignity, should they choose 
to do so." (12/13/10) (read transcript) 

Sudan Q&A 
ls the U.S. satisfied with how the Southern Sudanese referendum was conducted? 
./ The completion of n peaceful, orderly Southern Sudan referendum marks a significant achievement 

for the Sudanese people and a historic step toward full implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA) . 

./ The U.S. commends the millions of Southern Sudanese people who participated in this historic 
process, and applauds both northern and southern leaders for creating conditions that allowed 
voters to cast their ballots freely and without fear, intimidation, or coercion. The successful vote 
was also a credit to ihe Southern Sudan Referendum Commission, the Southern Sudan Referendum 
Bureau, and more than 40 countries and international organizations . 

./ We welcome the positive statements issued in recent days by international observer missions from 
the African Union, Arab League, Inter-Governmental Authority on Development, European Union, 
and the Carter Center . 

./ As we await the official results of the referendum, we reaffirm our commitment to remain a 
steadfast partner to both parties as they continue to work toward full implementation of the CPA 
and to develop their post-CPA relationship. The parties have an opportunity to forge a durable 
peace between the North and the South, and to build positive relationships with the international 
community. We hope they will seize this moment, and the U.S. supports their efforts to ensure a 
peaceful, more prosperous future for all Sudanese. (Statement by Secretary Clinton, 0 I II 7 II 0) 

./ President Obama - "The past week has given the world renewed faith in the prospect of a 
peaceful, prosperous future for all of the Sudanese people - a future that the American people long 
to see in Sudan" (01/17/11) (read transcript) 
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What is the U.S. assessment of Southern Sudan's capacily to govern itself should it gain 
independence? 
./ The Government of Southern Sudan has made remarkable progress since its establishment in 2005. 

Regardless of the outcome of the referendum, Southern Sudan requires significant capacity 
building to develop the legal, justice, banking, and other basic governance systems essential to the 
welfare of the southern Sudanese people . 

./ The United States has been a committed partner to southern leaders helping to build this capacity 
since prior to the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and will continue this 
partnership after the referendum . 

./ The U.S. continues to support projects in Southern Sudan dedicated to improving access to health 
care, e_ducation, clean water, and sanitation; improving infrastructure; boosting agricultural 
productivity and trade; expanding opportunities for women and ending gender-based violence; and 
helping local governments improve their ability to manage resources and meet citizens' needs . 

./ We are examining our own posture in Southern Sudan. We are also engaging with states in the 
region, members of the Sudan. Contact Group, and international institutions, like the UN, World 
Bank, and IMF, to ensure that our efforts to south arc coordinated and effective . 

./ We call upon the leaders of the south to prepare to govern responsibly, no matter the outcome of 
the referendum. In particular, we urge Government of Southern Sudan leaders to proactively 
address any evidence of corruption at any level of government. 

./ We welcome recent efforts by the Government of Southern Sudan to promote political 
reconciliation and inclusiveness among all political parties, and we encourage continued efforts in 
this direction for the sake of peace. (Press Guidance, 0110711 t) 

What does the U.S. believe is the way forward on Abyci given that an on-lime referendum will 
not happen? 
-./ Despite lengthy discussion, the paities were unable to agree on the composition of the Abyei Arca 

Referendum Commission, which is responsible for determining criteria for Abyei referendum voter 
eligibility. As such, it was not possible to hold the Abyei referendum as scheduled on January 9. 

-./ The AU High-Level Implementation Panel has put forward proposals on the political resolution of 
Abyei's status to the parties and elevated the issue to President Bashir and Vice President Kiir. We 
urge the parties to continue to engage seriously in discussions to break the impasse and reach 
agreement on a way forward . 

./ We fully expect they will resume their talks immediately after the conclusion of the Southern 
Sudan referendum and resolve the issue before the end of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA) interim period in July . 

./ We believe it is possible for the parties to reach a solution for Abyei that addresses the deeply held 
aspirations, needs, and rights of all communities in the region, consistent with the CPA' s Abyci 
Protocol and the ruling of the Permanent Court of Arbitration . 

./ We urge the parties to make a clear public statement that calls on local communities to maintain 
calm and refrain from any inflammatory unilateral actions, and that commits the parties to resolve 
the Abyci issue after the referendum. We urge both parties to do everything in their power -
including by cooperating with UNMIS -to maintain peace in the area. (Press Guidance, 01/07/l l) 

Can you provide an update on the current situation in Darfur? 
./ The Obama Administration is as equally committed to resolving the Darfur conflict as it is to full 

and timely implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement. The appointment of 
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Ambassador Dane Smith comes at a crucial time in Sudan's history that requires high level 
attention on both Darfur and North-South issues . 

./ The United States has long supported on-going international efforts to reach a durable peace in 
Darfur. Appointing a Senior Advisor expands on that work in an effort to re-energize the UN-AU­
led peace process, and improve security and humanitarian access . 

./ We have consistently called on the Government of Sudan to cease aerial bombardments. It is 
essential that these kinds of attacks end, and we call on all parties to the Darfur conflict to 
recommit to an immediate ceasefire . 

./ We also call on the Sudanese government and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) to 
refrain from any action that inay raise tensions or provoke the spread of violence . 

./ We continue to express concern regarding such abuses, which have included the arrests of 
opposition leaders, journalists, and other peaceful demonstrators. The U.S. reminds the Sudan of its 
obligation to respect human rights, including freedom of assembly. (Press Guidance, 12/I 4/10) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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TERRORISM 

What actions has the Department of State taken in the year since the 2009 December 25 bombing 
attempt? 
./ The Department has worked closely with our interagency partners to strengthen the U.S_. 

Government's Watch Listing Guidance to make it more flexible and responsive to emerging threats . 
./ During 201 O the Department designated al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) as a Foreign 

Terrorist Organization. Furthermore, the Department designated AQAP and its senior leaders, 
Nasir al-Wahishi and deputy leader Said al-Shihri, as well as operational leaders Fahd al-Quso and 
Qasim al-Rimi as Specially Designated Global Terrorists under Executive Order (E.O.) 13224. 
The U.S. government has also designated Anwar al-Aulaqi under E.O. 13224, and the U.S. 
spearheaded the listing of AQAP and its senior leaders in the UN Security Council 1267 (al 
Qaeda/Taliban) Sanctions Committee . 

./ The consequences of these domestic designations include prohibitions against the provision of 
material support or resources to AQAP; the freezing of all property and interests in property of the 
organization that are in the United States, or come within the United States, or the control of U.S. 
persons; and travel restrictions . 

./ Since the President's ordered security review, individuals have been added to the terrorist 
screening database, no fly, and selectee lists to counter the specific vulnerabilities observed on 
December 25, 2009. The number of visa revocations has increased substantially as a result. 

./ Since 200.1, we have revoked over 57,000 visas for a variety of reasons, including over 2,800 for. 
suspected links to terrorism. We use our revocation authority actively as we run our data against 
updated watch list information provided by our partner agencies . 

./ We worked closely with the Department of Homeland Security to develop a fully automated 
process to prevent a person. w,ith a revoked visa from boarding an aircraft, even ifthe visa has not 
been physically cancelled . 

./ We have strengthened our own internal watch listing process (known as "Visa Viper") to improve 
·the manner in which names are added and the information that is provided. (Press Guidance, 
12123110) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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DETAINEES 
Detainees Q&A 
What is the State Department's response to recent Congressional action barring the movement 
of Guantanamo Bay detainees to the U.S.? 
./ We are aware of the Guantanamo provisions in the National Defense Authorization Act passed by 

Congress on December 26 . 
./ We are closely looking anhc Guantanamo provisions to detennine how this will impact the 

transfer of detainees to foreign governments, but we remain detennined to continue the difficult 
work required to close Guantanamo . 

./ As the President has said, "One of the most powerful tools we have to keep the American people 
safe is not providing al Qaeda and jihadists recruiting tools for fledgling terrorists." Closing 
Guantanamo will remove a major recruiting tool for al Qaeda 'and other terrorist organizations, 
while also living up to our values, ideals, and principles . 

./ Many friends and allies have joined our efforts to close the detention facility, and we continue to 
engage with additional foreign partners in pursuit of the detention facility's closure . 

.;' Today, 173 detainees remain at Guantanamo. There were 242 at the facility on January 21, 2009. 
(Press Guidance, 12/27/IO) 

Is the U.S. still committed to closing Guantanamo Bay? 
./ President Obama remains committed to clo·sing-the detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay, which 

has served as a recruiting tool for al Qaeda . 
./ The Administration has instituted the most comprehensive review process ever applied to detainees 

at Guantanamo, with significant improvements including halting the "stove-piping" of classified 
intelligence and for the first time compiling in a single repository the best infonnation available 
relating to Guantanamo detainees . 

.;- The Administration has inade remarkable progress working with our friends and allies lo resettle 
many detainees in third countries. Since the beginning of this Administration, the U.S. has 
transferred 67 detainees to 24 different destinations, including the transfer of 40 detainees to third 
countries. Today, 173 detainees remain at Guantanamo . 

.;- The list of countries resettling detainees continues lo grow, and we are encouraged by the 
assistance of the inlernational community who continues to support this Administration's closure 
effort. Pursuant to our effort to close Guantanamo, we are in ongoing discussions with a number of 
foreign partners regarding repatriation and resettlement options for detainees approved for transfer. 
(Press Guidance, 01/22/11 andOl/06111) and(White House fact sheet, 05/27/10) 

./ Secretary Clinton - "In one of his first acts as president, President Obama directed that the 
delention facility at Guantanamo be closed, recognizing that Guantanamo had become a symbol of 
the wrong way to make America more secure. Now, we had hoped that this task would be 
completed within a year. That has proven impossible. But we will close Guantanamo. And we will 
close it ·in a way that is both responsible and consistent with basic standards of justice. Our 
progress has been slow because this is difficult. It depends in part on the willingness of other 
nations to take in detainees, and we are very grateful to those nations that have already done so, 
and we ask others to please considering doing so, in order to help us expedite the closing of 
Guantanamo." (02114/10) (read transcript) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
Climate Change Q&A 
po'uld you ~xplaJn the plifliose.o( th~ ongoing Ninth'.Se§s\ol! 'of:lJ!'i .J?.o~91!1·o~· For~t~?L.­
~Dep11ty Assistant S.ecretary for Enyironri:ient !lfld SustBJl\ali)~;D!lv.~lopri!etlt ~aniel Rtlif~ydeY\i(ill 

Jead the U.S. delegation to•ffie !l(ntlt •s~_sioh, of the : oi:uih oli"FbreSts <UNEF9)in New Yortd 
_,\vhi~h takes·pl11ce fujniJanµa!y 23 to Febniary S . 

II']"' Thed17Jeg11.libn~lll_n,.?~~~e9!fi~i~$and~er)&'[r;,,-?'""··,.-th',...e...,D"".e,_,p-.iirtln-.;.,.. .. .,..~n""'·~-.o""f""S-tl!.,...te-,"'u"'.,s'"".'",F,_or_;_s~~S,..ervi~·~""·ce,...,~ 
SAID, an,d ~eJ'lati!'n~ f>,sso.CUltiOn of, s~~ F~r~t~s.<I)ep~fy :l\s.SJstant Secretary Re1fsny,d¥' 
ill !ilso. m<id~.e;..iliiru rial-level roundlilble'dis'cussio o ~! orests and· · +20" duririgJh!l 
igh•Lev!Jl SegmeJJt 

? · Jhe mwa meetings:: N::::;;.lro""""."ci"."alrr:!Y,,,,aun-..9rh-..2"""11.-. as::-:-;thrce-I.-n.,..terna-.."'ti.,-on""'al-,...,Y,...eat-:-.""""F"'or_,l(_-,sts,..,-wi.,... "'t" '.'fiid 
pt~e "Celebratipg .Forests for People." The theme for the UNFF9 meetings will be "Forests fut 
re.ople, LivelihoOds, and-Poverty Eradication." The meetings provide the opportunity foe--
governments to. dis~ tlte cµltural and social values of forests, governance, and enhanced . 
booperation ll!JIOng all stakeholdersj 

V'..,..i'heU:S .. willbighlighti~fore.st-rel._at_ed~ac-ti~vi.,.·t~ie_s_an-.. ""d""i~""'ti"''a~ti~-v-e-.s-ov_e_r_th~.e-c-· ~-urs-e-o~.f~th~e-tw~o-wee-· -.~ks"'l 
udmg a Januat)' 31 side i;ve11t,on ''.Urban Greerung m Amenca,''. rpiS event will feaj elfPer\§ 

the pttva . . ·· .,'vei:nment to discuss city and state-lev;el,greeriing initiatives 

1
Uf5i.\ID.spends'$110. . uli!Jy inde'{eloping countri.~s .. in "¢rtofthe UNFF 9•tl)eiJ!,e~.\) 
onnnunity forest l!laPngeqletit and improved livelihoods. F . ilfod issues have bee~ il:pn9ri ·, 
n the internatioil,11! p91l,:S.:pnd politlcal agendwi since the I99'2W eonf'erence on EnvirO.l)ln,ent 

bud Developm~nt'!ri Wc;i d.., Janeiro. The UN Forum on Fore~::~es!ablishec;l hf Optob.er,~OOQ;i\l 
bro moll} and, streng!heJ1 Jong-term commitmerits to'.th.e I!l!U)&Bemertt; eonse!'Yation at\d. s · nab le 
&evelo tn to fo ests. State'D ent ress statement.ON s/h 

What was accomplished at the recent climate talks in Cancun? 
-' On November 29, the U.S. joined the nations of the world in Cancun for a new round of talk.s 

aimed at mobilizing common action to meet the shared global challenge of climate change. 
-' The meeting resulted in the Cancun Agreement, a set of balanced international decisions under the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which represent 
meaningful progress in our global response to climate change. 

-' This result was fundamentally consistent with U.S. objectives. Throughout the year, our strategic 
vision was to consolidate and elaborate on the progress made last year in Copenhagen and to have 
the outcome fully endorsed by all the nations to the Climate Treaty. 

-' The Cancun Agreement advances each of the core elements of the Copenhagen Accord. 
Specifically, it anchors the accord's mitigation pledges by both developed and developing 
countries in a parallel manner. It outlines a system of transparency with substantial detail and 
content, including international consultations and analysis; that was the negotiated phrase from the 
Copenhagen Accord. This will provide confidence that a country's pledges are being carried out 
and help the world keep track of the track that we're on in terms of reducing emissions. 

-' The agreement in Cancun also launches a new Green Climate Fund with a process for.setting it up; 
creates a framework to reduce defores.tation in developing countries; establishes a so-called 
technology mechanism, which will include a new technology executive committee and a climate 
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technology center and network; and sets up a framework and committee to promote international 
co·operation and action on adaptation . 

./' The Cancun Agreement represents a balanced and significant step forward. The United States will 
continue to work with our friends and partners to keep the world focused on this urgent challenge 
and to continue building on this progress. (Statement by Secretary Clinton, 12/11/10) and (Briefing 
by Special Envoy Stem) 

How docs the U.S. intend to address global climpte change? 
./' President Obama has made it clear that we must take bold action to reduce our dependence on 

foreign oil, address the growing threat of global warming chalienges, and to create clean energy 
jobs and technologies. The Administration has already taken unprecedented steps to address these 
problems - throug~ Recovery Act investments in clean energy, through tough new fuel economy 
standards for cars and light trucks, and through many other actions. 

" The President remains committed to the broad clean energy vision that he has put forward, and the 
Administration will continue to use the tools that we have to make progress. We will continue to 
work with Congress to achieve the comprehensive legislation that the President has called for . 

./' Moreover, the U.S is not backing away from the commitments made during international climate 
change negotiations in Copenhagen. As the administration works with Congress to pass 
comprehensive legislation, we will use the administrative authorities we have to reduce emissions . 

./' The U.S. will continue to work with partners around the world to build on the progress made in 
Copenhagen and Cancun toward meeting the climate and clean energy challenge. (Press Guidance, 
07/23/10) 

The content contained here is also available on the PD Briefing Book site . 
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"' . ' ',. . -~· . . . . 
', On Tuesday: one of the" ow~ers ,of the Amalthea said> that lhe ere~ would unload its hu.;;anitarian goods 

at El-Arish ii refused permission to reach Gaza.,, , · · ,• 

', 

, · · · ' '- · · • . , ' ' •. . . " i · I 

"II this is the only option put forward by the Israeli authoritiesi we will choose to sail to the port of El-Arish 
and transler'lhe assistance by, ground .. to Gaza." Greek businessman Aleksei Angeolopoulos said in ah 
interview with the Lo.ndon based Arabic newspaper Asharq Alawsat. . 
·.. . ., .. '' "'' . ·._ ·. . ,.i; ' . "· ' • . '. ' .. . 

. Angeolopoulos said the ship was "carrying humanitarian aid and food and there are no weapons or ' 
prohibited materials, as claimed by Israel:" · ·:- •. · · 

< ' • • • 

He added, "lllsra~I wants, the Israeli .nary is invit~d'to board' the ship.and to search it so that'they can 
, see with their own eyes .that i\ is only carrying food and allow it to conti.nue to the port of Gaza.' 

' - •• ' .:" • ' ; • :. • • •• • • '' -~· -~' ,,. ' • • ' ' .' < ' • ,• " • ' • • ' ' ' • 

, 'A spokesman i.n the ,Prime Minister',s Offic<: said th'at if Indeed the ship· was·,cariying only civilian 'cargo, 
"· . there should be no problem with,it docking at the Ashdod.port. ..., ""· ·" · 

.. ,,. -·· .. 
"We will guarantee that alrcivilian goods will be allowed.in[to Gazai: the official said~ 

,.,.. ' ' ' 4 ' • • ,, \ ' • • 
,· .. 

···,. • .• •• • ' r;" • • ,J . 
, However. the information put out by the Prime Ministefs Office on Tuesday painted a picture of a vessel 
that was in.terested in far more than justthe deliver)i"cif rice and corn oil. The packet sent by email 
included a link to an Al-''Jazeera report from Saturday in which a.Moroci::an.volunteer on the ship.said, 
"We as Muslims are not afraid of death. On the contrary, we love martyrdom." , '., ' 

• • ' ," · 1 ~ ' • · • • . • ' ' ' .... ' ." ' ' '.,· • ' • .': • 1' . ' . I' 

. The packel"included a"rel]lfndei that Libya's involve~erit in, terrorism was ,'something well,known. 
. ' ,•, ·. ' ~. ' "-- . . ' ' ...... " .: .-· . ' ... ~ ~ ,- . ' . ., . ' '} 

Everyone remembers the Lockerbie tregedy, where 270 people were killed when a Pan' Am plane 
, exploded [over] southern Scotland in' 1988. An international investigation found a direct link between the 

' Libyan g6vernment'and\he t,errori~ in~ldent, and it"even extradited two syspe,cts tor planning the attack." 
',• •. > • • ' ' '· • 

". , • The 1n'1ormation included reference to Ham as chief Kha,led Mashaal's view of.the blockade busting ships 
· as an important brick in bringing about Israel's delegitimization. . , ' , 

. . ' ' . ' ' ' . 
"Breaking the sie·ge is~ priority, and· we must compel it by.'a11 m~ans,"including n~w flotillas which will be . 
organized in the ·coming weeks and months; with the help of Allah."· Mashaal said,in a speech in·' 
DariiaSc;u~· ~n June.28. .· ··· , ·. · . · ··. . · ·.. . , ' , · . · "· · .·· . · · . . ·i 

• ~ • , • • ... ' • • ·' • ,, 1, ' f . 

'.• ·"1.c;ill on the Arab and Muslin\ people a~d other lovers of freedom in-the '('Orld 'to ·multiply the.number of 
'participants,". tie said. '" .· .. ,- .. ~ .·. '· ··'· · ·· '·1J'-'_. .· ·. . ·~'Ji· . · - . • • · 

... ~ • '' • • • " .. •, ' • • ' • • (f.' \ • " • ,, ~ ' ' ' • • ' 

"Together with us; all fre~dom ·loving people' around the world have begun to understand how much of a 
curse Israel Is to the world, to its security and interests:"and to, what extent ii is'a heavy burden on the 

,, 

'.' 

•';. ,. 

jnterests of b'oth West and .Ea,sf" .' " " " . · ". "'· · , · " " • , 
,· . '. ., ' . . . ·- . . ') - . . . . 
The information sent out by the Prime Minister's Office also included the cabinet decision last month to· 
ease restrictions. on what Is aJlowed /nto Gaza, the Quartet's positive reaction to this step, aiid statements . 
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from the US State·Department_and EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton expressing concern aboul 
further ships. · " · · 
. . . . . 
The Foreign Min_!stry's legal adviser, meanwhile, has recommended to the IDF that for public diplomacy 
'reasons, It would be preferable to i:ommandeer the ship once it enters Israel's territorial waters, though 
_intercepting it out of that 20'km. zone _would be legal If It ~ere clear that the ship was headeq for Gaza. 

A similar recommendation was made prior to the May flotilla's arrival, but that recommendation -
according to government sources - was not'heeded because of operational reasons. The IDF's argument 
in May, according to.t_he sources, was that since that flotilla included six ships, the navy would need . 
sufficient time to corrimande~r all of them and, as a result, ·need_ed to begin the job outside the country's 
territorial_ waters. · 

,""'' ' ~ . 

I', -. 
12 July 2010. · ·" 
Jerusalem Post , . - - ,, 
Bis hara reportedly meets Gadd@fi. _ . · .. 
Committee debates suspending former MK's pension bene~ts.· 

. . ~ 

Former MK Dr. Azml Bishara (BaladJ was report~d '_on Sunday to have arrived 'Saturday hight iri Libya for 
a meeting with Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi. · 

"• .., 

The two were said to have discussed issues pertaining to the Arab world and the Palestinian struggle. -

·_While Bishara was reportedly~lri Libya,'the Knesset's Mini;terial Committee for Legislation approved-~ bill 
on Su_nday that would sus~end his gqvemment pension benefits. · 

The propo~ed bill will suspend 'any ·pension or salaiy payment; norrn"ally due to Kne~set ;.,embers if they 
are· under investigation or Indicted for a felony, punishable by five years imprisonment or more, committed 
during theirtenure; and they.seek to evade justice by refusing to appear before a court or investigators. 

' ... ' ' .,, ' 

Knesset and former Knesset members' payments would only be reinstated.upon iheir appearance in -
court or compliance with the investigator's requests. _ ··' 

.The passing of the bill, com~only known as ;he "Bishara La;.,:: would strip former MK Bishara (Bal~d) of 
the pension payments he currently receives Wllile living outside Israel. 

Blshara was under investigation for allegedly aiding Hezbollah while serving as an Israeli MK when he 
fied th_e country in 2007. '. ' . . . 

. ·The bill was sponsored by MK Yariv Levin (likud) ~-nd·MK Yi~~ael Hasson (Kadima). _ -, , · 
I . - ' , ' '< 

~I want to end this situation wher~ betraying the State oi"lsrael has become a profitable business that. 
supports the traitor Bishara to the tune of'lhousands,of shekels a month," said ~evin. , · , . 

The bill ~ill now ha~e to be broug~t to. a v~te i~ front of the entire K~esset before ii can;become ia~. 
' ' ' 
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From: 
$Mt; 
Tn: 

Turki~ ld~:Sttm (qliOt!ng far...., Ii m~4') 1~ reporting 10-de.ild ;:i:ni;;tro0re wwoded i!11,t1'! tsui!ii ~f~ril-I': Forc!ls' 
inli'tTCE':,Ptkm and bU..-rdln.g cf the lkitill<i. film dlp}p..,rpcirilng tu be fr.om ~lw flotilti< depla -chavt~ xerie!l fwm tfielkck 
of one ship-ind ~~p.;ut-nl wounded dvlilans_ We are trying 10 cant;,~t lHH re~ !ri \si;anbtit for comment, Jn.duding on 
~t:a.hn1 o.f1JS citll-tn:$- Qrt-boorrl. 

Tuiktsh 1\1 J~ :th-PWing:o Ihle. fee cl of a<rowd of htmdre!h Iii frorit of thi! l5raefl consu!:it-e in lnanbul Earllern:-parn 
!tidlc1<~$1",lmesmne th1QY,1k1f!. thcre·b1.1t current vfd!:Q1 !lhbiN !I- pt".3C-dvl .C«.iwd ...,;th Pa!est!lliim f't.<gs 'il<ld ii bu!lht>rn ot 
two. 

""1J..x=~v"°""""""'-------------------~ 

H!All-pll!'Mil.!'>~t !Mbt:law e·mail !mmLJ _IM'l·<ibleto re!ipifad int~Higenttytl!gim:lrngt~ 1<\~istnllt.l! to 
Amt:ricarrOtlti!ns iftl'tev 11-rv: dct;itne:[;,l~huwl?"...r, if they are U.S. owrled J;i.6a;$, d()es NE,11 tfr DOO'know lithat wfl t.an 
expea wm fiti!lp1111 with the.tr' wi;ipertY 7 

'"''"- ~-__ -_f¥W-__ -A_lJ_T_H_O_R_ITY_:_S_h_a_rcm Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
l'kill.f•CTe 
CJl./OCSWffklr Ovty Offi~r 
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S1:!!!t~_l)qi;ilrlmCJ.lt Op~ni.tiolis CtJi~er: 
This monib1g I offend ii prn)'er i11 my BaptistCb-urd!. forth-eni:re landing l:Jribc hrtmariltarl:n:i flotllia 
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you fot- ph)IUpt :ll.\'IS.!4cn... 

~use w: are f,lro-wlng th!.' l':'Vellt hy th.1! btl"LJC',. yt'J&r prompt r~p0-r:1u• Is -appred.nted. 

fint lliBpt41 Chll rrll 
finillihtiti -r-+.-Y 

C~ngm: n Grel,')t na~. Pfl.lbab!y not p,ari!clpating.. CRa!ef'IQet I St Vinci:nt!$tenddioe n:aoooo~ liJ,;,ety 
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From_: Goodm<1n-, !lilrlA 
Sait<frid11y, May 21!, 1010 1l:2Z AM 
to: Reisser, WC:sk-y J; fo.meideo, $al\/4tore:-A {Ist<lnbul); ~. Th_~ H; Holmstrom, Ttxld C; S!ndle, )a~ M; 
Strowe. Rcbetta l; Rktlter, Kll11 ~; l.ffltkiewta, ~; &¢111ier-'fcltl, M~ ~. Teresa S; Skvers, .M¥CJ; 
t.evin, )31'1/ 5umetl, De'Ji:I R; Baron, Destree A~ Mam:s, Julie O; P.'lfker, ~ C; G'effie, ~; l.eroohavcly, 5aodra S.; 
~frnnkG; Bvi!)es$. fUdum:l);Chere,-JohnE;Wa1m,.iotmU; Rogan, ~G;~,OebraJ; ~la, VER< 
V;Weitlfcllf, Nm I; t.ewk, Glenn K; ~,_Sar.ihi Greengrass, ~~ D; Xaplant Dean; w~. Cl~ 5; ArM:f, Frank J; 
~ David J; Marni~. Nlchoias .l; Tysoo, Pa>JI H; Maoof, Robert W; r~. Jeffrey D; Falts, Eric G; i!eed, Ji.tli<rG; 
Davison, ~C; Ogle, ¥.aren Lf .Keeti, ~ G; ttoward, >ertmiatl--:Jerry"; Parra,, '1~ .t.; Ollwollh, AA~ f; ~n, 
J.marti A; N&:>s, eeMetbs t; T~k;x-1 Victoria J~ Riiey, :Robert J; Dayton, Win (~nb!.ll); ~. Denise M; BaiJy,-Jess l; 
Tort11h$orr, Christina {lstanbu[); /lk'lfP, Susan K (I$nbo!); ~. -Usa-C (lstanbu!}; Paf\:ru", Andrew Cj Sllllm<!n, 
Dougla:5-A; ~i:, Matthew Si tx;haller, Jennler J; 1"".arwami~ Srlam'lt!: G:; Armeg:an;~ P~ Giau:ioe, Jefftcv <;; 
Frdkh, k'.Mlenil:H. 
S!.rhjeo::t Re:-Oie tto~ ~ G.3;i;I. u~ti 

lj;m Gruxtmar;_ 
!;Ult/SE 

C:.ti-il-S»HSB 
aa: 10.z,45&-J..;01 

fr¢m: Reisser, Westey J 
SetiU Friday,-~ 28_. 1Dlfi U;GS A"'l 
TO; _An'll)deo, S<IM!ture A {lst;anbul); -~, Thcxn&s H; Holmstrom, Tl)dd c; Sindle, . .litJld M; Strnwe, Rebeo;a l; 
E\lchtll.'!'1 lQtr) U; ~ ~; Bemler·Thtt;, Mk::belle"; Me1ldc!, T~ S:; ~. rmn;J; lMi. lari; Bt.!mi!rt,, 
David R; &mo, ~A; Adams. Julie I); Fw!f.cr, Mdrew C; Gtetne, Elisa; 2emuba\rely, Sandra S; ~ Frank G; 
Burgess. ~ J; Chere, JOOn E; Watets, John R; R~n, i1'lomas 'G; iOl'flY, Debra J; Hooanla, VID<! I/; W.einfeld; Nii:! 1; 
Lewis, Glesmlti aemri, Sarab; ~ Scloa O; Ka_plan,.Dean; Walker, Cartilet:13; RriVet, fulnkJ; Q~, Pa\llij); 
Mar!ring, Nithoias J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; f"redericit,Jdfreyo; f"11s, &ic Gt_ Reed, :lv~ G; ~ K~ C; 
Ogle, ~ten L; Koon~ Darfle~ G; tfQw\>1tl, ~h "Jerry'; Parra, Yolal'ld?i A; Oi~, U'~ E; ~r Aiwmr A; Neros. 
8el'theOO$ E.;: 'T'aylor, Vittofla- J-; Riley, Robeit J; tlaytoo, W11 (!s.tMbul); Mru'Sh, Dert!se M; Bai!Y, le$.$ l; TOm!lro:lrl, 
Olr&lr!a (lstaobui); Abeyta, ~I\ (tst:antiilf); Glsvcld;. Lis;J C {istanbut); P'~, Andrew C; Slfihm:I\. OOUgl.:!$ A; 
~ ~ S; Q;)Qdm;;.o, 1~n A; O:alkwet1 Jerihirer J; ~. '6i"iilrme c;-Finoogan, JQsePh P; ~uque,. 
Jeffrey G; Fre:lidJ, ~Ii 
~~RE~ Otie-~ftw ~ Upd;Jl;i;· 

Al~, pk:ot! nate. Jh.at weel~rid POQ are: listed ifl l!M! $preatisrieel ~S'l.l;e!l. I w»t W .;.ut l)fUJWll .. rnt b'of-r t~d11lb_le;;/i1i 
Sto;\:e 0?$, ](ar{r,,™" Fretkh ~_jdf GJ:aLiQ,uewilt be 111. town and alw ~n 't»l re~l:hed with ill1V MEA i'(!llll~dcom::i:im~. 
W<> 

------------~---·--·----------------------
fl'l')M:~,W~J 
Sen~ fiiJay, May 23, 201010:_i'J AM 
To: Ari'l«leo, 5.:ll'ii!"~ A (btlnbu:I); G¢1d~, ThOmaS- Ii; ti':!ltnstrom, TuQ(! c; Sind!I!, James- M;: ~' ruibeCCa l; 
RJd\t.ef, km B; 1.,opaooewia,. Viktoria; Eji:!!T~r-Toth, 1'1imel:!e; Merrlel, l'ere..a S; Sei.rcn, 1-'il~J; Le;tn-, lm; Bl.Jt[iCtt. 
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Oavki R; ~ Destree A; AdarnS, JtWfeD; Parter, Andrew c; Gt\WW", a~; z~rwb<wdt, saodrCI s; Schieteth, Frank: G; 
~, Rich.aid J; ~ John £; W~m, )Q.'m R: ~n, Thomas G; .Towry. Debra J; 11'1~ Ve:«! Vi Wdnfdd, Nill r; 
~ -GlelW'I K; Bemt:t, Sarah; Cremgr;)S.';, sam o; l{.}plali, Dearr, Walker, carolee fl; Fhwer, frotil; J: Gi~ D<Nid ); 
Manring, N~ J; Tyson, P<nJl H; Maggi', Robett W; ,Fledefkk, Jeffrey o; fijll!i, Erie_ G; Reed, Ju!f<; GJ O<w~, h!e; C; 
~' K.1!ret l; Kee<J, DbnleJ G; trow;mj, Jeremi&h -Jerry"; Parr.i, YOlM!du A; Or1worlti, Al.Mo E; Osman~ Amatry A; N<:tos, 
~ ~; tw1ot1 V~ J; Rifey, flol:iert J; CRi)'too, Y.1kl {lstanbuf}; M<irsh, OeniR M; Bli!y, h-; l; Tomll:nsor<, 
O'li'lStitla (Jst;;lob\,ll}; ~. ~ K (Wanbul); Gi5vcld, Ll&<J c (Ist<ln.biil); Parter, Andrew C; Sllllmati, l-Oog!a:S A; 
RO$e"15tod:. ~Si~. I!.1n A; Darwvt::r, Jennifer;); Mtirwat'.a1 .ar!arme t::: Nrinegoo, J¢>'+'I\ P; Gia~ 
Je!frf:'I G; fre!ldl, Ka~ H 
~t: one Mol'e free Gam Update 

E..,<:l)'mle- Hert Is OM: lut updi!te M wemovi: into the holid;,y ~eJ;erict. Ernll. Tel A.Yhr is stafLdll'.\jj by and t.l1e tlurv 
artlars 111' DC M.11e bttri briefed ·in ~oo <tro: o-n thl$ mes.lilge. l !i,;ve 0111'.i!' ij~ilJ iw-te:d !he- !ink tG the S-P!'~~Qshcet, wllit;h 
Ii l'll:llv a1 iJpdat~d i!$ poi;$1.l;ile. tt-haJ o·linli" to prn-S$ guidarn::c .ns. well foryour n:lefe/tCr_ Th~11lls w l!li for vaur aH!i>U!'I(,~ 
Qfl lh~ bis efto1t1 
w~ 

Wtll.q• ;I. fldna" Ph.D. 
De:sk.Ofl"~-N'EA.llPA 

Olfci-rJfl~a P~fl.A!h!lfs 
Phoila [ZQ'i) S47-:2-M7 
t:lll. (.102') 735-441j1 
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Law, Rqsemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
lo: 
Subject: 
Attachm<mts: 

from: Frelich, Karlene H 

Reisser, Wesley J [RELEASE[:)~i!(i'!\fi'f_ici_~, B~ 
Friday, May 28, 2010 8:31 AM 
F relich, Karlene H 
RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 
052410--lsrael-Palestinians - Israel Blockade of Gaia.docx 

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 8:31 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Can you send me the press guidance too? Thanks. 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 8:26 AM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C 

-

Cc: Slndle, James M; FreJlch, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Schlereth, Frank G; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Parker, 
Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: PW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

The Greeks finally passed the ship info tor the Amcits. The Challenger land 2 are U.S. flagged vessels per Greek port 
authorities. L has alerted the Coast Guard to this fact. 

From: Frowid<, George H 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:31 AM 
To: Netos, Eleftherios E; Goodman, Ilan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Baumert, Kevin A; Braunschweig, Johri J 
Cc: 'OPAU<A, SCOTr J'; Cockrell, John O; Md'.eever, MatthewX; Scarlatelli, Mam W; Mendel, Teresa S; McCarthy, 
Deborah A 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Attached are crew/~assenger manifests for three additional vessels we received (via Cons sections' persistent calls) from 
the Port of Piraeus. 

It shows a number of Am cits {Including the retired Ambassador) are on MV Svendonf flagged in Lome, Togo. 

It also shows the two US flagged boats (60 ft. MVs) owned bJ_"_Western Mediterranean Trips PLU, LlC" based in 

r Wilmington DE.jhallenger I is captained by a UK citi11mC _____ I Challenger II is Captained by a Greek cltiz'86 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

~VIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, se_~--;:Re~iewe~ 

From: Netos, Beftherios E 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:13 PM 
lo: Goodman, Ilan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Baumert, Kevin A 
CG 'OPALKA. SCOTT J'; Frowick, George H; COckrell, John D; Md<eever, Matthew X; Scartate!ll, Adam W; Mendel, Teresa 

1 
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s 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on free Gaza 

Wes, 

Thanks for this important update. I'm looping in Teresa Mendel in CA regarding the w/w. (We've 
already discussed by phone and she'll be in touch with Nicosia's consular section separately.) 

Terry 

SBU 
!his email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

from: Goodman, !Ian A 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 4:10 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Netos, Eleftherios E; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cl:: 'OPALKA, SCOiT J'; FroWick, George H; Cockrell, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; Scarlatelli, Adam W 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Looping in Embassy Athens. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Se11b Thur.iday, May 27, 2010 4:08 PM 
To: Neb:lS, Eleftherios E; Goodman, lian A; Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on free GaW 

FYI - our naval folks are sure the Challenger boats are not U.S. flagged. Would still appre.date concurrence by Emb 
Athens if at all possible. Terry, this means we would not need anything other than potential w/w if they stop in Cyprus. 

from: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent; Thursday, May 27, 2010 3:5S PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Ho!mstmm, Todd C; Burgess, Richard J 
SUbje<;t: Re: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

ONI and Sixth fleet are""" confident that the bO;>ls are not \sgitimately US 1\agged. 
RI 
LCOR frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mall: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office; 972-03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Depar!rnent of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750264 Date: 09/0612012 
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fwm: Reisser, Wesley J 
lo: Schlereth, frank G 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd c 
Sent: Thu May 27 18:16:55 2010 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Frank- Does the Israeli Navy have any more info beyond the ship's nameso If so we can tau th base with the Coast 
Guard to see if they are American registered and can !et 1;JS know more about their position on what happens If they are 

boarded etc. 
Wes 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:15 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Ilan A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleltherios 
E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Just connected with Coast Guard. If we can provide more facts on the vessels in question, they can assist with 
identifying options. Thanks, Kevin 

from: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:00 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Ilan A; SC'lrlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleftherios 
E 
subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 85 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

from: Reisser, Wesley J 
sent: Thursday, M;iy 27, 2010 10:56 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 

on. 

Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; GOodman, !Ian A; Scarlatelll, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleltherios 
E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 

3 
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Cc: Dolan, JoA11n; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Kevin- We are still trying to get confirmation from Greece on the 2 ships. They are yachts and may actually be U.S. 
registered. r------ ·--·---·-· . -.. _____ ""·--------· ------------------------- -----·· 
c----~------- ---- ------
Wes 

fr<>m: Baumert, Kevin A 
sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 3:41 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Ilan A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: RE: IsraeJ Navy on Free Gaza 

-----, 
65 

_J 

Wes- it is definitely worth pursuing more factual information as to which ve»els are actually doing what. I suspect thi;y 
are not US flagged vessels, and might not even be Greek flagged (may just be Greek owned, but who knows). 

Than\<5, 
Kevin 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Wednesday, May 261 2010 3:00 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarlatem, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: FW: !Srael Navy on free Gaza 

Kevin -We have a whole bunch of ships headed towards Ga<a right now to "break the Israeli blockade.• The Israeli Navy 
will probably interdict them this weekend, board the ships, haul them to port and deport all of the foreign nationals 
(they did this last summer). However, we have a slight hitch this time in that two of the boats, after leaving Greece, are 
now supposedly flying American flags rather than Greek ones. Embassy Athens is looking into this to find out of the 
boats are registered in Greece or the U.S. • • 
The Israeli Embassy has contacted us about tnis, and they have been ccntacted by the Greek Ambassador here, who has 

'""" ''°" ~'"' ~ o,;~ o K "'~ {•"""'-" •• ill< oo• """' """" Wlli• ""'" •ra '•"""" '' 0•~• :J 
Thanks! 
Wes 

from: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 11:06 AM 
To: Schlereth, Frank G; Sievers, Matt: J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; B<lron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, EliS<l; 
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E 

4 
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Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Correction from !sraef NCJvy-
Vessels departed Greece and are.currently on the way to Cyprus. 
V/R, 
LCDR B~rank Schl_ereth 
Assistant Naval Attach& 
us Defense Attache Office 
US Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Telo 972 3 519 7406 
Email! schlerethfg~state.gov 

From; Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: Wednesday, May 261 2010 S:51 PM 
To: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, D<lvld R; Baron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew c; Greene, Elisa; Burgess, Richard J; 
Chere, John E 
Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

The Israel Navy Is inquiring about two vessels -Challenger I and Challenger ll that they believe have departed Cyprus as a 
part of the Flotilla and reportedly are now flying American Flags. They \lave asked if there is any way to confirm this. I 
will reach out to our POCs in Cyprus, but appreciate any insight folks may have on this topic. I have trouble believing 
they would be legitimately sailing under an American Flag, but lf so for some reason, potentially compllcates the 
situation more. Thanks. 
R/ 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Atttiche 
US Defense Attach& 0£f ice 
US Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 519 7496 
Email: schlerethfg@state_~ gov 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:06 PM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Themas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; struwe, Rebecrn L; 
Richter, Kim B; LoP<1tklewicz, Vlk:toria; llernier·Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank G; 
Burgess, Richard J; Che"", John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hananla, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nili I; 
Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; finver, Frank J; Greene, David J; 
Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Elie G; Reed, Julia G; DaVlson, Kees C; 
Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah •Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany A; Netos, 
Elettllerins E; Taylor, V!ctoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Bally, Jess L; Tomlinson, 
Christina {Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Glsvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Silliman, Douglas A; 
Rosenstock, Matthew S 
Subject: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

(SBU) Courtesy Embassy Tel Aviv, a message on how the navy intends to handle this: 

'The lsrcrel Navy has expressed to me that they intef)d to respond to this sitvat/Dn as peaceful as possible; however they 
have been directed by the GO/ to prevent the vessels from arriving in Gazo_ Their intention is to ensure the ships arrive in 
Ashdod, process the individuals to be deported ond deliver any legi!imate humanitarian aide to Gaza yia land. It should 
be noted, that GO/ has made it clear that although they have directed o peocefu/ response, those participating are 
viewed as individuals deliberately attempting to provoke the Israel Navy and appropriate action to prevent arrival in 
Gaza will be taken." 

5 
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Wesley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer" NENIPA 
Office oflsrael & Palestinian Affairs 
Phone (202) 647-2647 
Fax{Z02)731>-4461 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750264 Date: 0910612012 



StateDept01869

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010,04163 Doc No. C1B750266 Date: 09/0612012 

law, Rosemary C N1 
From: Parker, Andrew C 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 9:0[! AM 
To: Reisser. Wesley J; Sievers, Marc J; Richter, Kirn B 
Cc: Sindle, James M; Frelich, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Schlereth, Frank G; Levin, Jan; 

Greene, Elisa; Baumert, Kevin A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Usher, William 
R; Hoirer. Kurt J; Schlereth, Frank G; Grubb, Jasor> B; Frowick, George H 

Subja.,t: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Thanks forthe ship manifests. Tel Aviv consular section is ready to respond as required over the long weekend. Officer 
and LES volunteers met this afterrioon to share Information and coordinate our response. If Amcits are brought to the 
Port of Asfldod and then disbursed to the airport or d"tention facilities in BeershellQ or else.where, we will visit them as 

soon 3s allowed. We will do our best to ho\le contact w\tb all Am1:lts who lend at Ashdod, though access to dual 
nationals may be mote difficult. We will stand by for reports from the Naval attache, media and oth€r sources and will 
arrange viSf!:$ to Amdts through the MFA Operatfons center, which is coordinating access to foreign nationals. 

Points of Umtact: 
ACS chief Elisa Greene 
gre.enee@s,tate.gov 
+972-57-420-6715 

Andrew C. Parker 
Consul General 
U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv 
Te!. +972-3-519-7671 
Cell +972-54-324-4153 
Fax +972-3-519-0315 
parkerac@state.gov 

J:J. please consider the envircinment before printing this e-mail 

from: Reisser, Wesfey J 
Sent: Friday, May 2B, 2.010 3:26 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C 
CC: Sindle, James M; Frellch, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Schlereth, Frank G; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Parker, 
Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

The Greeks finally passed the ship info for the Amci\s. The Challenger 1and2 are U.S. flagged vessels per Greek port 
authorities. L has alerted the Coast Guard to this fact. 

From: Frowick, Geo1ge H 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:31 AM 
To: Netns, Eleftherlos E; Goodman, Ilan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Baumert, Kevin A; Braunschweig, John J 
C<;: 'OPALKA, SCOTT J'; COckrell, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; Scarlatelll, Adam W; Mendel, Teresa S; Mi;Carthy, 

[@VIEW Al,!THORITY:-·Charl~soariS,s.;;;iWReV-Te\W] 
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Deborah A 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on free Gaza 

Attached are crew/passenger manifests for three additional vessels we received (via Cons sections' persistent calls) from 
the Port of Piraeus. 

It shows a number of Amcits (including the retired Ambassador) are on MV Svendoni flagged in tome, Togo. 

It also shows the two US flagged boats (60 ft. MVs) owned by "Western Mediterranean Trips PLU, LLC" based in 
Wilmil1gt."."__0l::~hallenger I is captained by a UK dfaen,L__ -~ Challenger II is Captained by a Greek cifa.66 

SBU 
This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Netos, Beitherios E 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:13 PM 
To: Goodman, !Ian A; Reisser, Wesley J; Baumert, Kevln A 
Cc: 'OPAU<A, SCOTI J'; Fruwick, Geary" H; Cockrel!, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; Sc.arlatem, Adam W; Mendel, Teresa 
s 
Subject: RE' Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Wes, 

Thanks for this important update. I'm looping in Teresa Mendel in CA regarding the w/w. {We've 
already discussed by phone and she11 be in touch with Nicosia's consular section separately.] 

Teny 

sau 
This ematt fs UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Goodman, llan A 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, zo10 4:10 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Neros, Eleftherlos E; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: 'OPALKA, SCOITJ'; Frowlck, George H; Cocl<te!I, John D; McKeever, Mattnew X; Scarlatelll, Mam W 
subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

looping in Embassy Athens. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

from: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 4:08 PM 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750266 Date: 09/06/2012 ... 
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To: Netos, Eleftherios E; Goodman, llan A; Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

FYI - Our naval folks are sure the Challenger boats are not U.S. flagged. Would still ilppreciate concurrence by Emb 
Athens if at all possible. Terry, this means we would not need anything other than potential w/w if they stop in Cyprus. 

--'""""~~·---

from: Schlereth, Frank G 
sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 3:58 PM 
To: Reisser, We;ley J 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Burgess, Richard J 
Subject: Re: Israel Navy on Free G<lza 

ONI and Six!h Fleet are ver confident that the boats are not legitimately US flagged. 
RI 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethf9@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519-7486 
C<lll: 972-50-645-2298 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
To: Schlereth, Frank G 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; LeVin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C 
sent: Thu May 27 18:16:55 2010 
subject: FW: Israel Navy on free Gaza 

Frank- D<les the Israeli Navy have any more info beyond the ship's names? If so we can touch base with the Coast 
Guard to see if they are American registered and can let us know more aboLJt their position on what happens if they are 
boarded etc. 
Wes 

from: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:15 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarlatei!i, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd t; Goldberger, Thomas H; Neto;;, Seftherios 
E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy Ori Free Gaza 

Just connected with Coast Guard. If we can provide more facts on the vessels In question, they can assist with 
identifying options. Thanks, Kevin 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
· Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:00 AM 

To: Reis.ser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Elefthelios 
E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaia 

Someone needs to identify the vessels. That is a central fact here that I don't believe there is clarity on. ~135--c·-- -- . ----
---·----····' 
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Thanks, 
Kevin 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:56 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarla!;e11i., Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleftherios 
E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Wes 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Thu!Sday, May 27, 2010 10:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Ilan A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Kevin-We are still trying to get confirmation from Greece on the 2 ships. They B[~ yachts and ma_y a.;tually be U.S. 
registered. ! 

Wes 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 3:41 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, I!an A; S<;arlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject; RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Wes- it is definitely worth pursuing more factual information as to which vessels are actually doing what. I suspect they 
are not us flagged vessels, and might not even be Greek flagged (may just be Greek owned, but who knows}. 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

From: Reisser, WE51ey J 
sent: Wednesday, May Z6, 2010 3:00 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: FW: lsrae1 Navy on Free Gaza 
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Kevin - We have a whole bunch of ships headed towards Garn right now to "break the Israeli blockade." The Israeli Navy 
will probably interdict them this weekend, board the ships, haul them to port and deport all of the foreign nationals 
(they did this last summer). However, we have a slight hitch this time in that two of the boats, after leaving Greece, are 
now supposedly flying American flags rather than Greek ones, Embassy Athens is looking into this to find out of the 
boats are registered in Greece or the U.S. 

The Israeli Embassy has contacted us obout this, and they have been contacted by the Greek Ambassador here, who has 

I ..... ,,..~ ,. ......... "' "'" '""···-' ,. , .. . w. ~:~ ..... "· ,,.,, .. """"·· ~-''"'''"" ..... ~r 

Thanks! 
Wes 

From: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 11:06 AM 
Tm S<:hlereth, Frank G; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree. A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; 
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E 
Cc: Reisser,Wes!ey J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Correction rrom Israel Navy -
Vessels departed Greece and are currently on the way to Cyprus. 
V/R, 
LCDR-Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
trS·Defense Attach€ Office 
OS Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel' 972 3 51~ 7496 
Email: schlerethfg@state.gov 

from: Schlereth, Frank G 
sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:51 PM 
To: Stevers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Burgess, Richard J; 
Chere, John E 
Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: rsra~I Navy on Free Gaza 

The Israel Navy is inquiring about two 11essels--Challenger I and Challenger II that they believe have departed Cyprus as a 
part of the Flotilla and reportedly are now flying American Flags. lhey have asked if there is any way to confirm this. I 
will reach out to our POCs in Cyprus, but appreciate any insight folks may have on this topic, I have trouble believing 
they would be legitimately sailing unde.r an American Flag, but if so for some reason, potentially complicates the 
situation more. Thanks. 
R/ 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
us Defense Attach€ Off ice 
us Emba-ssy, 're 1 Avi '\.'" 
Tel: 972 3 519 7486 
Email; schlerethfg@state.gov 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:06 PM 
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To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kiln B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavefy, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank G; 
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Tow1y, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nili I; 
Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, frdnk J; Greene, David J; 
Manring, Nicholas l; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davism, Kees c; 
Ogle, Karen l; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; OSman, Amany A; Netos, 
Eleftherlos E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess l; Tomlinsun, 
Christina (Jstantml); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa c (Istanoul); Parl<er, Andrew c; Silliman, Douglas A; 
Rosenstock, Matthew S 
Subject: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

(SDU) Courtesy Embassy Tel Aviv, a message on how tne navy intends to handle this: 

"Tlte Israel Novy has expressed to me that they intend to respond to this situation as peaceful as possible; however they 
have been directed by the GOI to prevent the vessels from arriving in Gaza. Their intention is to ensure the ships arrive in 
Ashdod, process the individuals to be deported and deliver any legitimate humanitarian aide ta Gaw via land_ It should 
be noted, that GOI h05 mode it cleorthat although they have directed o peote/ul response, those participating are 
viewed as individuals deliberately attempting to provoke the Israel Navy ond appropriate action to prevent arrival in 
Gaza will be taken." 

Wesley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer-NENIPA 
Office of Israel & Palestinian Affairs 
Phone {202) 047-2647 
Fru<(202)736-4461 

Thfs message is LJNCLASS!FIED/SBU accon:fm9 to- tho cIDfil'llJ:ions: provXJed by E.O. 129SEL 
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(RELEA:SE.0 INPART~5.!@ 
Law, Rosemary C 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Friday. May 2B, 2010 8:26 AM 
To: Goldt>arger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Cc: Sindle. James M; Frelich, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Schlereth, Frank G; Sievers. Marc J; 

Levin. Jan; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Baumert; Kevin A ·· 
FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza ' Subject: 

Attachments: Scanned Lists 

The Greeks finally passed the ship info for 1he Amcits. The Challenger 1 and 2 are U.S. flagged vessels per Greek port 
authorities. l has a\erted the Coast Guard to this fact. 

From: Frowick, George H 
S<mt: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:31 AM 
To: Netos, Elell:herlC>S E; Goodman, Ilan A; Rersser, Wesley J; Baumert, Kevin A; llraunschweig, John J 
Cc: 'OPA~ll'.A, SCOTTJ';.Qx:krefl, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Mendel, Teresa S; McCarthy, 
Deborah A 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on fre.e Gaza 

Attached are crew/passenger manifests for three additional vessels we received (via cons sections' persistent calls) from 
the Port of Piraeus. 

It shows a number of Amcits. (including the retired Ambassador) are on MV Svendoni flaggM in Lome, Togo. 

lt also shows th;:; two US flagged beats (60 ft. MVs) ownedl1y.''.W<0s.tern Mediterranean Tdps f'LU, LLC" bas<od ln 
Wilmington DE. Challenger I is captained by a UK citizen,[ =:i Challenger II ls Captained by a Greek citiZ<B6 ...... _ I 

SBU 
This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

from: Netos, EleftheriC>S E 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:13 PM 
TQ; Goodman, llan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: 'OPAL.KA, SCOTT J'; Frowick, George H; Cockrell, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Mendel, Teresa 
s 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Thanks for this important update. I'm looping in Teresa Mendel in CA regarding thew /w. fYVe've 
already discussed by phone and she11 be in touch with Nicosia's consular section separately.) 

Teny 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From; Goodman, !Ian A 
Sent: Thursday, May "27, 2010 4:10 PM 
To; Reisser, Wesley J; Netos, Eleft:herios E; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: 'OPALKA, SCOTT J'; Frowlck, George H; Cbckrell, John D; McKeever, Matthew X; ScarJatelli, Adam W 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gala 

looping in Embassy Athens. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Fmm: Reisser, Wesley J 
Senti Thursday, May 27, 2010 4:08 PM 
To: NetDS, Eleftherios E; Goodman, !Ian A; Baumett, Kevin A 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

FYI -Our naval folks are sure the Challenger boats are not U.S. flagged. Would still appreciate concurrence by Emb 
Athens if at all possible. Terry, this means we would not need anything other than potential w/w if they stop·in Cyprus. 

From: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 3:58 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Burgess, Richard J 
Subject: Re: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

ONI and Sixth Fleet are ver confident that the boats are not legitimately US flagged. 
fl/ 
LCOR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval At!aclle 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerelhfg@state.gov 
Office: 972·03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50--645-2298 

From: Reisser, Wesley 1 
To: Schlereth, Frank G 
CC: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C 
sent: Thu May 2718:i6:56 2010 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Frank-Does the Israeli Navy have any more info beyond the shir's names? If sa we can touch base with the Coast 
Guard to see if they are American registered and can let us know more about their position@ what happens if they are 
boarded etc. 
Wes 

from: Baumert, KeVin A 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 11:15 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Reisser, Wesl<ey J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scar1atelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleftherios 
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E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Just connected with Coast Guard_ lfwe can provide- more facts on the vessels fn question1 they can assist with 

identifying options. Thanks, Kevin 

From: Baumert, Kevfn A 
Sent: Tllursday, May 27,2010 11:00 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc:: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; Scar!atelll, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netns, Eleftherios 
E 65 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on free Gaza 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:56 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc::; Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, !Ian A; ScarlatelU, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Netos, Eleftherlos 
E 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

wes 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Ilan A; Srarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free G?Za 

Kevin -We are still trying to get confirmation from Gf_eece on tl1e 2 ships. Il:!Jrt.are yachts and mayactu."fui be U.S. 
registered. [ r'-"==:-'.:.'====== ============-··-==""=====·--· ·=====! 

Wes 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, May 2:6, 2010 3:41 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, llan A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

UNCLASSIFIED U_S_ Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750267 Date: 09/06/2012 · 
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\r./es - it ts definitely worth pursuing more- factual informatiOn as to which vessels are actually dofng what I suspect th•:n' 
are not US flagged vessels, and might not even be Greek flagged {may just be Greek owned, but who knows). 85 

man Ks, 

Kevifl 

from: Reisser, Wa>ley J 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 3:00 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Ci::; Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, llan A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Kevin-We have a whale bunch of ships headed tDwarcis Gaza right now ta "break the Israeli blockade." The Israeli Navy 
will probably interdict them this weekend, board the ships, haul them ta port and deport all of the foreign nationals 
(they did this last summer). However, we have a slight hitch this time in that two of the boats, after leaving Greece, are 
now supposedly flying American flags rather than Greek ones. Embassy Athens is looking into this to find out of the 
boats are registered in Greece or the U.S. 

Thanks I 
Wes 

From: Schlereth, frank G 
sent: WedneWay, May 26, 2010 11:06 AM 
To: Schlereth, Frank G; Sievers, MarcJ; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; 
Burgess, Richand J; Chere, John E 
Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberyer, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Correction from Israel Navy -
Vessels departed Greece and are currently on the way ta Cyprus. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Na-va_l Att;,ache 
US Defenne .Attache Office 
tJS E:mbass'{; Tel Aviv 
Telo 972 3 5l9 7486 
Email: schlerethfg©state.gov 

From: Schlereth, Frank G 
sent: Wednesday, Mily 26, 2010 5:51 PM 
To: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Burgess, RJdlard J; 
Chere, John E 
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Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

The Israel Navy is fnquiring about two ve'5els--1:hallenger I and Challenger II that they believe have departed Cyprus as a 
part of the Flotilla and reportedly are now flying American Flags. They hilve asked if there is eny way to confirm this. I 
will reach out to our POCs in Cyprus, but appreciate any insight folks may have on this topic. I hilve trouble believing 
they would be legitimately sailing under an American Flag, but if so for some reason, potentially complicates the 
situation more. Thanks, 

Rf 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
US Defense Attach@:: Office 
US Embassy 1 Tel Aviv 
Tel, 972 3 519 7486 
_Email: .s chlerethfg@s ta t.e. gov 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:06 PM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A {lstanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebe= l; 
Richter, Kim B; lopatkiewia, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, M[dielle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A;· Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank G; 
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nili I; 
Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee 6; Finver, Frank J; Greene, David J; 
Manring, Nichofas J; Tyson, Poul H; Maggi, RobertW; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Erle G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, Kees C; 
Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yoland;i A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany A; Netos, 
Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Daytr>n, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; Tomlinson, 
Christina (Istanbul}; Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); GJsvold, Lisa C (Istanbul}; Parker, Andrew C; Sllllman, Douglas A; 
Rosenstock, Matthew S 
Subject: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

(SBU) Courtesy Embassy TeJ Aviv, a message on haw the navy irrtends to handle this: 

"The Israel Novy has expressed to me that they intend to respond to this situation as peaceful as possible; however they 
hCI\fe f>een directed by the GOI to prevent the vessels from arriving in Gaza. TMit intention is to ensure the ships arrive in 
Asltdod, process the individuals to be deported and deliver any legitimate humanitarian aide to Gaza via Jund. ft should 
be noted, that GO! has made it clearthat although they hove directed a peacefvl response, those participating are 
viewed as individuals deliberately attempting to provoke the Israel Navy and appropriate action ta prevent arrival in 
Gazo will be taken.# 

We.rley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer - NEAJIPA 
Office of Israel & Palestinian Affairs 
Phone (202) 647-2647 
Fax(202)736-4461 

Thi~ mMsage ts UNClA$SlF!EDl$BU ~rding lo Ute defiriltions provided by E.O. 12958. 
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law, Rosemary C 

from; 
Sent: 
To: 

Bernier-Toth, Michelle 
Saturday, M:;iy 29, 2010 7:40 PM 
Connelly, Maura; Dolan, JoAnn; Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Schlereth, Frank 
G; Bau.DlfilLWktA:. 'Sergio_L._Agulrre@nss.eop.gov'; Reisser, Weslex.J~.f:lolmstrom, Todd cJ ]; Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; I-...... _____ =:J • B6 
!.____ ........ ..=______] 'Daniel_B._ Shaplro@nss.eop.gO\T;'Prem_ G. 

Subject: 

L K:Yfl!§f.@riss.eo=.Q()~:;lCr~~~~~=;_tlick<0Y'.~~.:f·;,s_chw~~D.?tb<i.11.sj Sievers, 

Marc J; Grubb, Jasori B; Giauqu~{e_f(r~x._~ (Belgrade); Frellch, Karlene H; Harris, Robert K; 
Mortlock, David JL; I jJohnson, Clifton M 
Re: Draft Points on ~for GOI · 

BS 

This email was sent from .a wireless Blackberry device_ 

This e-mail is unclassified based on the definitions provided in E.O. 12958 

From: Connelly, Maura 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Schlereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; 
'7:·L. ~;ul~nss·~l?.fLov' <Si!rqio L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; Ho. _imstrom, Todd C; f=-=- ::: ==C lwa~"'r,,,J'(obert P; Rana, Gautam A; I B6 
'---~~~-:;::~_;j r --·- _JC=:__. . .. ==:J 
'Danfel_B._Shapiro@nss,eop.gov' <DameLB._Sbaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.qov' . 
<Prem~G._Kumar@nss.eop[gov:::.Ll?:.tirgess, Richan:!};,~;_ Schwartz, Jonathan B; I ...... 3 
E ?sievers, Marc J;. Grubb, Jason _1!; Bernier· Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; fre\!ch, Karlene H; 
Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David Jl; [ ] Johnson, difton M 
Se'nt; Sat May 29 18:38:012010 
Sul~ject: .... R~e;, Draft Points on free Gaza for GOI 

From: Dolan, JC!Ann 
To: Sindle, )ames M; Gold.berger, Thomas H; S<:hlereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov' 

BS 

<Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C;C -·-- ·--- B6 
Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A;f- .... . I 
I -- I 'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' 
'<namel_B._Sflaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G. Kum~s.eop.gov' <Prem G. Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard 
J; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan~ ·-·=:::J,_ ______ ~ 
I - =:J 
Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Je: G; f'relidl, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Harris, 
Robert K; Mort:IOck, David Jl; -- Johnson, Clifton M 
Sent: Sat May 29 16:49:48 2 1 
Subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

BS 
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From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Saturday, May 29; 2010 12:19 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Schlereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_.l._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov'; Reisser, We.sleyJ; 
Holmstrom, Todd c; C . I Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; L.. · .. · :.:::J 86 
L_ . I 'Danlel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Burgess, Richard J; 
Hlcke:. Ma: E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; . ·· · -I ~levers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque. Jeffrey G; 
Fretic 1, Kar ne H; COnnelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; I I 
Subject: Re: Draft: Points on Free Gaza far GOI 

85 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
J(): Schlereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James M; 'Serglo_L._Agu;clrr'"e~@~n~ss~·~eop=.,,_go=-v''---------~ 
<Sergio_L.j.gui1re@nss.eop.gov>·I Reisser, Wesfev J; Holmstrom, Todd cJ ~ .... ___ J 86 
Walle.r,Bobert P; Rana, Gautam A:. .. . ___ _ 
~--~--~-~----~--~-............)'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' 
<DanieLB._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G, Kumar'1jlnss.eop.gov' <PreQJ G. Kumar@ns,;~eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard 
J; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jo~athan B;j . . ______ ::::J_. _______ _ 
'="-~~~~~---~~-~~~-~--------~-~~~----____J Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAlln; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, K<irlene H; O:mnelly, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; L_ ·- - .. 1 
Sent: Sat May 29 08:10:31 2010 · ---.. --.. · .. -- · ... ~ 
Subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

2 
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The Israelis told us yesterday that Challenger I! had dropped out due to mechanical reason!>. The organizatlons websites 

are confirming this, including showing pictures of passengers transferring from Challenger II to Mavi Marmara (the 
Turkish ferryboat with nearly 800 passengers). 

From: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: 5aturday, May 29, 2010 5:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin .A; Sin.~. James M;.'.~rglo_L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov'; Reisse~.esl~_3.;.Holmstf()m, Todd C; 
Goldberger, Thom~ HJ .==:J Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; 'L----------] B6 
[_._ . J 'Oaniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Burgess, Richard J; 
Hii;key, Maiy E; Sthwartz, Jonathan B; r.:::=-- ~::::::::::=:--·-------=--- -·1 

- . Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; J3€;mier-Ioth •. MidleUe:.Giauaue.jeffrey G; 
Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; L_ 
subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza fur GO! 

Israel Navy just phoned me and stated that the two vessels are no longer flying US ~ags. One is flying a Greek fiag and 
the olher ST. Vincent and Grenada flag. 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-03c519-7486 
Ceil: 972-50-645-2298 

From: Baurm;rt, Kevin A 
To: Sinc!le, James Mi 'Sergio~L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov' <Sergio L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, 

!Todd C;J;;ol~. Thomas H' .==1.i'falter, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A;_ 

":=--~~-c--=-~~·~~~~~~~· . ==:J 
'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <DanleUt_Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prem_G._Kumani:pnss.eop.gav>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 

• Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier· Toth, Michelle; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; fl'elfdl, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mort:lod<, David JL; 

I . ~ . 

Sent: Sat May 29 04:19:38 ZOlO 
S1,1bject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

From: Sindle, James M 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_L_Aguirre@L~Qio t. Aguirre@nSS.'l.9Jl,.gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; 
I Holmstrom, Todd c; Galdberqi£r, Thomas ~. 9 . • .. ~-Ji Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam 

'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eOµ:§oV' <Danrel_B ... :shaplrO@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Klimai@rnss.eop.gov 
<Prem .. G,,.KUlt@r@n,?s.ecrMJ.Qv>: Burg§!;, Ricl:!;mtl;,Schlereth, fI1lnk.§;_HJckey,_Mary E; Schll§J:!:?, Jonatha!Ul.i___ ..... 

E----~------·· ...... !sievers, MarcJ; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Beniier .. Toth, Mi~ 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelid1, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura 
sent: Fri May 28 20:56:36 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. f .. 2010-04163 Doc No. C18750282 Date: 09106/2012 
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from: Baumert, Kevin A 
To: 'Sergio_L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov' <Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>; Sindle, James M; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, 
Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H;I · J Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; 86 

'Daniel_El._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov' <Danie!_El._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Pmm_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burges;;" Richard J; sehlereth, Fran.~..§; Hickey, Mary E; Schwarq:, Jonathan El; 

E= !Sievers, MarcJ; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Mldieii~; 
Sent: Fti May 28 20:31:47 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

'"'""'"· Kevin 
UOES 

85 

From: Aguirre, Sergio L. <Serglo_L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov> 1 
To: Sindle, James Mi Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd c; Goldberger, Thomas H; L 1

1 

86 1 

I I Waller.,ll.obe=rt~P~;~Ra~na~·~Ga=uta=m~A~;-j_[ ___ ~-~~="----------'· 
~-_______________________ =-=:J Shapiro, Daniel B. 
<Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; Kumar, prem G, <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Ridiard J; Schlereth, 
Frank G; Baumei:t, Kevin A; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B;[ ----1 L_____ ---- - I 
Sievers, Marc J; Grub!:>, Jason B; Dolan, JoArm; Bernier-Toth, Michelle 
sent: Fri May 28 19:39:59 2010 
Subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

From: Slndle, James M [malltO:SindleJM@$Ite.govJ 
sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:35 PM _ •. ,------
To: Reisser[ we;;rev_ J; Holmstrom,I<>d __ d c: Goldbemllr...Jhoma~~ _ _ _ . _ Waller, Robert P; Rana, 
Gautam A; IS:fiapiro, Daniel B.; Kumar, Prem G.; 
Aguirre, Ser!lfoC)Burgess, RiChal'd J; s:clllereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevln A; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 

···· Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, 
JoAnn; Bernler-Tofh'.,.,--.M""i,.,ch-e"n,_e---------------~ 
Subject: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GCI 
Importance: High 

4 
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Clearances requested: 
State/L 
0$0 

NSC 
J·S 
State/NE A 
State/EUR 
State/CA 
State/P 
State/D{S) 

Jim Sindle 
Pol-Mil Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
\J.S. Department of State 

Undassified: SinclleJM@suite.gO\I 
Classified: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

202-647-4386 (office) 

5 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Schlereth, Frank G 
Sunday, May30, 2010 6:24AM 
Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_L 
_Aguirre@nss.eop_gov'; Reisser, Wesley J~_Holmstrorn, Todd C;~--------~Waller, 
Robert P; Rana, Gautam A[ 
'Daniel_B._ Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem_ G._ Ku mar@nss.eop.gov·:·surgess, Rica: J; 
Hickey: Mary E; Sqbwartz. Jonathan El;[__ - _==-i 

I .. _______ fsievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; 
Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, JeffreyG (Belgrade); Frelich, Karlerie H; 
Connelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; 1--- _ _ -----~ 
Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! -------------

Challenger II Greek flagged, probably not participating. Challenger I St. VlncenVGrenadlne flagged most likely 
participating. Israel Navy assesses the flotilla has not yet started to head south, once it does, expect 8-12 hours for 
interdiction. 
RI 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-maif: schlere!hfg@state.gov 
Office: 972--03-519-7 486 
Cell: 972-50--645-2298 

Fram: Sin die, James M 

B6 

To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Schlereth, Frank Gi Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_L_Aguirre@,_n_ss_.eo~P~··go"-----v_' ____ _ 
<Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>; _Reisser, Wesl~y J; Holmstrom, Todd C;C - ·=i 86 
Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; f :J 

I 'Daniel_B .•. Shaplro@nss.eop.gov' 
'--<'!l~a-n~ieTl_""B'._'S~h-a-pl~ro@=n""ss·.-eo-p.-go'"'v"">...,;...,'Pr=em~_~G-._~K~u-ma=r@""n~ss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@m;s.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard 
J; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; C ... - ----------
i=:=·- ·--~-----
Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; BemieEr·Toth, f>1ichefle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frellcll, Karlene H; Connelly, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; c= _ I 
Sent: Sat May 29 19:18:45 2010 
Sllbject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for Gm 

BS 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
To: Sdllereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James M; 'Sergio_L_Aguirre@n~eoo.oov_~·---~-
-<Sergio_L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>;[!l!!lsseJ,_Wesley J; Holmstrom_, Tocj(j<.:;~[ _ _ ____ ........... . 
Waller, Rg_~_rt!'l Rana, Gautam A;_ ______ _ _ ·:T 

[____ .... _____ =r'lanlel;___B . ._..Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' 

!REVIEW A~THORITYo Charles Daris, S"nior Review;;;j 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Stale Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750283 Date: 0910612012 
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<Daniel_B._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prern_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard 
J: Hickey, ~ary E; Schwartz, JonathaJ1...lt -~·· • · ·-· B6 
c=______ ·······-··---· . ······-· ____ ] 
Sievers, Marc J; Grubb_, Jason.B;. Dolan, JoAnn; !le .... r.nier_·_T. 9th, Michelle; Giauque, J_~ffr..IT.Gi: Frelich, Karlene_ H'j· COnnel!y, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL;L.. -·- . . ··-·····-------
Sent: sat May 29 08:10:31 2010 
Subject: RE:. Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

The Israelis told us yesterday that Challenger II had dropped out due to m€chanical reasons. The organizations websites 
are confirming this, including showing pictures of passengers transferring from Challenger U to Mavi Marmara (the 
Turkish ferryboat with nearly 800 passengers). 

From: Schlereth, Frank G 
sent: Saturday, May 29, 2010 5:36 AM. 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Slndle, James M; 'Sergio_Lc.Agullre@nss.eop.!:JOV'; Reisser, Wesfey J; Holmstrom, Todd C; 
Goldb!:rner, Thomas H:S ·· Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; 'Alan[··- --==-i 66 [ = 'Daniel_B;_Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Burgess, Richard J; 
Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; C ~-~~~~~-~~-=~~~~~~..; 
I .:=!; Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Sf:.rll.!er·Toth. Mkhells:;_Gla!!lme._,Jeffrey G; 
Freli<:h, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL;L . , . J I 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

Israel Navy just phoned me and slated 1hat lhe two vessels are no lo~9er flying US flags. One is flying a Greek flag and 
the other ST. Vincent and Grenada flag. 
LCDR Frank Schfereth 
Assistant Naval Atlache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: sch!erelhfg@state.gov 
Office: 972·03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

from: llaumert, Kevin A 
To: Slndle, James M; 'Serglo_L._Agulrre@nss.eop.gov' <Serglo_L Agulrre@nss.eop.gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, 
Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H;C l Waller, Robert P; Rana, Ga!J_lam A; B6 
I. . . . ... =:::J 
'Danlel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <Danlel_B._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; 5chlereth1 Frank G; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 

I . ..J sievers, ~arc J; Grubb, Ja~n B; D6lan, JoAnn; Bernier- I oth, Mochelle; 

I 
Glaooue. JeffreY G; Frellch, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Ha.!:!i$, Robert K; Mortlocl<, David JL; 

Sent: Sat May 29 04:19:38 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

I 

2 
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From: Sindle, lames M 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; 'Serglo .. L __ Aguirre@nss.eop.gov' <Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov>; Rersser, Wesley J; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger,L. ______ --·- _ .... -------·-.::=-::__ _____ =:) Waller, Robert P;Rana, Gautam B6 
A; C---~~ -"··---, ..-~------=--~';;:;-~~- '-··----·"·- .... -~:=:._~--=:]; 

'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.e:ip.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 

E<j'~f!LG·_:~:i!I~JS.eo~.=:~:3~r9fOSS, Ri~:'.~~e~e-th,j=~Hi~~~~~Sc~_wartz, ~~:~~~ _::] 

: Sievers, Marc J; Grubb1 Jason o; Do1an, ..1oAnn; Berruer- btnr 1•nt.11eifej 

Giauque, Jeffrey-G; frelich, l<iifene H; Connelly: Maura 
sent: Fri May 28 20:56:36 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on free Gaza for Got 

!From: Baumert, Kevin A 
To: 'SergioJ.._Aguirre@nss.eop.~IQ_L_&mkre@nss.eoP.q~ndle, James M; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, 
Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas !-I; t:,,;;;~.,. "' ... ::-"~"' """"=umnc-J Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; B6 

'Daniel__B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'<Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G.JCumar@nss.eop.gOV' 
<Prem G. Kumar@nss.eop.qo11>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Hickey, Mary Ej Schwartz, Jonathan B; - ' --- ==i 

1e;iers, MarcJ;Grubb, Jason 8;l:l0l~nn; Bermer-1otil, Michelle 
Sent: Fri May 28 20:31:47 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on free Gaza for GOl 

' '""'""· Kevin 
UOES 

from: Aguirre, 5ergio L <5ergio __ L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov> .. 
To: S!ndle, James M; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; [ =1] F !Watler. Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; I 
~---------- :=J Shapiro, J)aniel B. 
<Daniel_B._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; Kumar, Prem G. <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, 
Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B;f I c· - --=-- --- . I 
Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; l'lOian, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle"'" 
sent: Fri May 28 19:39:59 2010 
subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI .---- - I 
L _____________ ~ 

From: Sindle, James M [mallto:SindlelM@state.gov) 
sent: Friday, May 2S, 2010 7:35 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Hotmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; ~--------~---~ Waller, Robert P; Rana, 

3 
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Gautam A; SimsJ. --·-- --- - ------·--=~·----=:·-]Shapiro, Daniel B.; Kumar, Prem G.; 86 

)'._q!Jl!I!:...Si:n:iiQJ. . .:...~.flli:hard J· Schie. r.etb Frank G:·.Jlaume· tt •. Ke11irLA:..l:!iykey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 
i _ __j Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, 
-JoAnn; Bernier· I oth, Mfdielle ··-------···-···----·---
Subject: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 
Importance: High 

ctearances requested: 
State/L 
OSD 
NSC 
J-5 
State/NEA 
State/EUR 
State/CA 

State/P 
State/D{S) 

Jim Sindle 
Pol-Mil Officer 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 

Unclassified: SindleJM@state.gov 
Classified: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

202-647-4386 (office) 

4 
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Law, Rosemary C 
86 

Nile 
83 OTHER From: 

Sent: 
Grubb, Jason B 
Monday, May 31, 2010 5:43 AM 

To: 
" 

Slndle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Baumert, Kevin A; 'SerµiQ._.L .. 
_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov'; Reifser w_esle'l'.l; __ l:fQ!mstr9.!l1 Todd C,::;J_ _ ........ _::::::J]Naller, 
Rob?rt P; Rana, Gautam A; ________ _ _____________ ...! 
'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Pr"f11_(;._K_l)fll_O!@nss.eop.f1?V'; Burge.-;s, Richard J; 
f:lick'?J', Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan Bt. --····------~] 

[ __ ... ] Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; 
D01an, JoAnn: Sermer-- I ot~IJe; G1auqu!2, Je!Tre\fG; f'relich, Karlen==r Connelly, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; [_____ _ Rudman, Mora; 
Waters. John R; Pelton_, Erin; Harutunian, Ruben; Levin, Jan 

Subject: FW: Flotilla Update 

-----Original Message----­
From: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1Z .: 41 PM 
To: I 
L~================'------~ 

Richard J; =:::J Pica, Tolan M; M;;p~ 
....:-...:.::.:.~-=-::-======================--:.......~. 

---------~~!; Foggo, James G. RDML 
Subject: RE: Flotilla Update 

Ge11tlemen, 

Burgess, 

First vessels- aN'! currently arl"iving in Ashdod. Ho access granted to US Embassy at this 
time.. Hour of phone call with the Chairman is now being discussed. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
us Defense Attache Office 
us Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 519 7486 
Email: schlerethfg@state .. gov 

------Original Me-s~s=a=g=e-----------------
From: I _____ -~=-----~--
sen~ondM....,Mav 31, .. £!210 12:38 PM ---·-- .. _ ·--······--··----~ r J ......... ,,~~"""""' ..... , ..... _ , .. h .. ~~""""'-:::!; 

Cc : c::==· ... -
lr':-'=~====-====-==-====--·='=========:==:=E:======~=======~----=----=.:=--===:":======P1=.,~a=,='-To-... l-a~n-M-;~-ur~phy, 
~M"i-c'""ha-e""'lc-of>-;'L:--:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_----~-~-- .... ~~~----------1 
subject; RE: Flotilla Update 

Joe --- thanks. 
)ohn, Mike, Gerry -- FYI. (REVIEW AUTHo_FIJjv: Charles Daris, Seni~~--ll;~lew~ 

Harry 

1 
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VAIJM Harry B. Harris, Jr., USN 
Commander, U.S. Sixth Fleet 
Commander~ Naval Striking and Support 
EUROPE 

EU COM 
Subject: Re: Flotilla Update 

Thanks Frank. Will call Moses shortly. 

VR, JER 

·---- Original Message -··--

Forces NATO Joint Force Maritime Component Commander 
86 
B30THER 

Fr~~lllru:.eth, Frank G .5_SchlerethFG@state_,go11> _____ __==----' 
T .. o. ~=::=-• *' ... =~-~----~==· ='""'°'"""~-.-~~~ ===·==-=='-, 
I ==:=·- J~--··~---- ~- _____] 
Cc: I Pica, Tolan M <PicaTM@state.gov>; 
Murphy, Michael P <MurphyMP@state.goy;>if______ Grubb, Jason B 
<GrubbJB@state.gov>;LI c--c,--,-~c-:--·__JL.::: 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:48:56 2010 
Subject: RE: Flotilla Update 

Gentlemen, 
IDF reporting that 2 pistols were taken from boording IDF forces and found on two "violent" 

adivists after apparently firing on soldiers. Magazines of-the pistols were found emptied. 
FYI. IDF CQS will speak via phone with Chairman at 1330L(Israeli Time) to personally update 
him. IDF is providing a briefing to the foreign attache community at the same time. Will 
keep '111 updated of any additional details. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant ~aval Attache 
us Defense Attache Office 
US Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 S19 7486 
Email: schlerethfg@state.gov 

Formal statement from IDF-
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May 31st, 2010 IDF Forces Met with Pre-Planned Violence when attempting to Board Flotilla 
Early this morning, IDF Naval Forces intercepted six ships attempting to break the naval 
blockade of the Gaza Strip. This happened after numerous warnings from Israel <Jnd the Israel 
Navy that were issued prior to the action. The Israel Navy requested the ships to redirect 
toward Ashdod where they would be able to unload their aid material which would then be 
transferred over land after undergoing security inspections. During the intercept of the 
ships, the demonstrators onboard attacked the IDF Naval personnel with live fire and light 
weaponry including knives and dubs. Additionally one of the weapons used was grabbed from an 
IDF soldier. The demonstrators had clearly prepared their weapon.s in advance for this 
specific purpose. As a result of this life-threatening and violent activity, naval forces 
employed riot dispersal means, including live fire. According to initial reports, these 
events resulted in'over ten deaths among the demonstrators and numerous injured, in addition, 
more than four naval personnel were injured, some from gunfire and some from various other 
weapons. Two of the soldiers are moderately wounded and the remainder• 5U$tainecJ light 
injuries. All of the injured, Israelis ond foreigners are currently being evacuated by 
helic<;pter to hospitals in Israel. Reports from IDF forces on the scene are that it seems as 
if part of the participan·!:s onboard the ships were planning to lynch the forces. The events 
are ongoing, and information will be updated as soon as possible. Israeli Naval commander, 
Vice Admiral Eliezer Marom is overseeing the events. In the corning hours, the ships will be 
directed to the Ashdod port, while !OF naval forces will perform security checks in order to 
identify the people on board the ships and their eq~ipment. The IDF spokesman conveys that 
this event is currently unfolding and further details will be provided as soon as possible. 
This lDF naval operation was carried out under orders from the political leadership to halt 
the flotilla from reaching the Gaza Strip and breaching the naval blockade. The interception 
of the flotilla followed numerous warnings given to the organiz.ers of the flotilla b1>fore 
leaving their ports as. well as while sailing towards the Gaza Stl"ip. !n these warnings, it 
was made clear to the organizers that they could dock in the Ashdod sea port and unload the 
equipment they are carrying in order to deliver it to the Gaza Strip in an orderly manner, 
following the appropriate security checks. Upon e•pressing their unwillingness to cooperate 
and arrive at the port, it was decided to board the ships and lead them to Ashdod. IDF naval 
personnel encountered severe violence, including use of weaponry prepared in advance in order 
to attack and to harm them. The forces operated in adherence with operational commands and 
took all necessary actions in order to avoid violence, but to no avail. LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache USDAO Tel Aviv · 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519-7486 
Cell; 972-50-645-2298 

----- Or:i,ginal Message_~-----
From: ~ · -=--· -----::-..=:J 

86 
83 OTHER 

To: Schlereth, Frank G;...fu)J;_<;Q,._tlt.~hael A. BGen <MithaeL..Bru;i:.Q@eucQllhl!lib; Gardner, John D, 

I --~ 
Cc: I ·-------"! Burgess, -Richard "J~;~I ____ _ 

1-I ---------------Li ,,_P~_Inl'!'.1:.i'ti._!:ltJrphy, Michael _ _f'.;_[ 

~~ftl:!-r'IOn May 31· 10:01:17 
Subject: Re: Flotilla 

----- Original Message -----
from; Schlereth, Frank G <SthlerethFG@state.gov> 

[~~:-~=:---=---= _:~.:=:·: _-- -_·_ -·_-·· ___ _ 
J 

----------···-~-----···--, 

-·-· .. --·-·--··-·-·-----J 
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Sent: Mon May 31 0B;59:10 z010 
Subject; Re: Flotilla Update 

86. 
83 OTHER 

Israel Navy has confirmed to me that vessels are going to Ashdod despite some reports 
indicating Haifa. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 9'12-03·519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645·2298 

-·--- Liginal Message 
Frm: J 
To: S.fhleretn-:'mn"'k'G"";""I----------.-._""' __ ._, _________ , .. _ .. ---·---·~:==i F--------------..,--~---~ 

,..:C,_,c:cc:..cf _________ ----~~-~-,--~_,.,)Burgess, Richard J;I 'I 
IF=-----------==-~ILP:_.:.;ica, Tolan M; Murphy, Michael P; .-'-'----------,JJ 
I Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; 
I ·-~---------' ~---·--~ 

Sent: Mon May 31 07:17:58 2010 
Subject: Re: Flotilla Update 

Thariks Frank. Please keep us posted. 

VR, JER 

Original Message 
From: Schlereth, ~rank G <SchlerethFG@state.gov> 
To: 

cc: CC>l Richard J. Burgess; Pica, Tolan M 
<Pi alM(!lstate.gov'>; Murpny;·· ichael P <MurphyMP@stat"'e-.g~o~v~>-;~-------~~::,='. _____ -_-~ 
Sievers, Marc J <SieversMJ@state.gov>; Grubb, Jason B <GrubbJB@state.gov>; [ ___ ~--·--···· 
Sent: Mon May 31 06:13:15 2010 
subject: Flotilla Update 

As of 0700L (Israeli Time), the ID!' has informed me that the oper;:ition involving the flotilla 
has been underway for approx Z.5 hours. The !sraeli forces were met in a "violent" manner. 
No confirmation of press reports of injured and killed. Expected formal lDF response should 
be released soon. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-63-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645·2298 

4 
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86 
B30THER 

----- Original Message -----

Jason B 
Sent: Mon May 3l 0E1:14:Z6 20l0 
Subject: Re: Oraft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

The Israel Navy is monitoring and "escorting" the flotilla at this time. As they travel 
further south, additional steps will be taken to have them arrive in Ashdod. 
V/R, 
LCoR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

. ~ C" ....... 

To: I 

LCI 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I ... ·- ~ J. 

~--:----:-.:·-::-cc::---c-c----::---;--:--------------~1 Pica, Tolan M; Murphy, 
Michael P; r-i.."l~-;:t:; Fr-ank G 
Sent: sun May 30 16:17:09 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on free Gaza for GOI 

As of 1550L, the Israel Navy assesses the l'lotilla is headed south. They expect to intercede 
in the moN]ing hours of Monday 31 May. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USO.AO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: s.:hlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519·7485 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

Original Message 
From: r--·-·· .~------· =:J 
To: -·Schlereth, Frank G;f--

~-c: [ - . . --~ -------- Burgess, Richard J 
sent: Sun May 30 14:22:55 4010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

Looping the BWC in. 

5 

·1 
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R/s 
Badfinger 

;~~~ ~ rQcigin11.l. .. .Messag_g :::c::.::.,-
~---· ---- ______J 

B6 
83 OTHER 

Tg_;_'SchlerethFG@state.gov' <SchlerethFG@state.gov>; 

~--··· ______ : _____ ··:_-~:::·::::------:=--=---··--:=--·--------~--------_-=:-:] ---------------' 
Sent: sun May 30 12:26:20 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

Thanks Frank ... Jack Gardner 

----- Original Message -----
~~~l-·_s_c_h_1e_r_e_t_11..._.£_r_•_n_k_G_ .. _'_s_c_h_1e_~ ____ :1:_a_te_"_o_v_>_ ... _ .. _____ ··-_· _-_--_-_ .. _=1 __ -'-~ 
cc:l ~-~ -------~-------~~ 
Sent: Sun May 30 12:Z3:17 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

SirJ 
Challenger II Greek flagged, probably not participating. Ch<1llenger l St. Vincent(Grenadine 
flagged most likely participating. Israel Navy assesses the flotiila has not yet started to 
head sauth, once it does, expect S-12 hours for interdiction. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519-74!15 
cell: 972·5a-64s-229s 

-·--- original Message 
From: I 
To: L""=-==_=_:::::_= 

~--------·······__] B.urgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent; Sat May 29 23:11:40 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

OCOM · responded on NIPR. This is a report from the Israelis. Have received NO confinnation 
from any US source that the vessels have indeed re-flagged. Disussed with Moses and Frank 
Schlerath, and they will continue to update us as they get new information. For now, we have 
policy guidance on how we a~e to proceed, and COS has issued clear guidance to CNE on what 
actions they must taki;, in the event of a distress call. 

Will keep you posted as we learn more. 

VR, Joe 

----- Original Messag~------­
From: L-~-·-----=:J ____ ,,,,,. ____ •m• 

To:>---------------------~---
cd ____ ··-·---·--·-----------·-------=:J 
'schlerethfg@state.gov' <schlerethfg@state.gov> 
Sent: Sat May 29 21:33:16 2010 

6 
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·Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

Charlie/ Joe - did we confirm this is true 
Jack 

Not US flagged? Didn't see anything on SIPR. 

Chief- FYI. It appears that those 2 vessels that had been flying US flags are no longer 
flying them. One is flying a Greek flag and the other the St Vincent and Grenada flag. 
Reported by tlie Israeli Navy. 

Will keep you posted as .we learn more. 

c~~.-.. ~-~-=1 
Deputy Director, JS Plans & POlicy 
U.S. EUropean Command 

-----original Message-·---
From: Schlereth, Frank G [mailto:SchlerethFG@state.gov] 
Sent: Saturday, May 29, 2.010 11:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James 8~; :rgio L., ~irre@nss; 'l.Qlljv~ Reisser, Wesley J; 
Holmstrom, Todq_!C; Goldberger. Thom H· ~ Robert r; Rana, 
Gautam A; C::::___ -· . . ..... J 
oaniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov; Prem_G. Kumar@nss.eop.gov; i - I Hickey, 
Mai:r. E; Schwartz, Jona.than B; c= J 
C. Sievers, Marc J; Gruhb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnri; Bern~i'e._r--~To't"'"h',--~ 
Michelle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; 
Mortlock, oavilf JL; I I 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

Israel Navy just phoned me and stated that the two vessels ar~ no longer flying ~S flags. One 
is flying a Greek flag and the other ST. Vincent and Grenada flag. 
LCDR Frank Schlereth · 
A$sistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethfg@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
To: Sindle, James M; ·sergio_L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov' <5ergiq.L..Jlru!icr~o .• rov>; 

tisse~s~i:40~=~~~~, R:~~~t c~: G~!~::~"-~~=-~--~-~- J 
'Oaniel_B._shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem...G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prern_G .Jumar@n .. ss. eopLoy_;>1._illJr_g~ss_,_il.i_t:t@i:d__2;__~hlereth, Fra!l!LGL!:!ijckey, Mary E; 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; - ·----

7 
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E···--·--··-- ·- ··~i=r:-Ma~~-J~-G~~:b~Ja:n-;-~~an~-~~A:-=-r=-~r-Toth:··~~chJle; 
GiaCg,_]effr.!lY.Ji;_.£!:eliC:l1....l;;>rlene_!i;_S:<Jcnnelli,.11"-!!Li! .. Uiarr;,s, Robert K; MD'86.ock, oavid 
JL; ----·· .... ___ J 83 OTHER 
Sent: Sat May Z9 04:19:38 ie10 
subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

From: Sindle, James M 

86 
830THER 

To: Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_L._Aguirre@nss.eop.gov' <Sergio L. Aguirre@nss.eo_R:&ov>; 
Jllil.isser. Wru;lev J; ~olmstrom, Todd c; Goldberger, ThDlllas H; [ ·1 
I ....... ~~=--::~::=_:~~ai1ta~. ~ 
'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <Daniel_B._Sqapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Hickey, Mary f; 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; c:;=;; ... "" I 

~~---~~~~~---~~~~~~~~--~-~~--~--=:::i i _J Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura 
sent: Fri May 28 20:56:36 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

-------------------·-
B6 
83 OTHER 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
To: 'Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop.g.ov' <S.ergio_L •. _.Agui. rre@nss.e o.n: Sindle. 1aJ;es M; 
Reisser ~eslev J;~~olmstrom, Todd c; Goldberger, Thomas H; 

Waller, j!obert P; __ Rana, Gautam A· .... 

,----~~-==--:=~-------·--··-----··-··········--::=c===--=--:::- -~ =, - .. _] Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prem_G .•. Kumar@nss .eop .gov>; Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Hickey, Mary E; 

8 
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Sievers~ Marc J; Grubb~ Jason B; Dolan1 JoAnn; Bernier-Toth~ Michelle 
86 
B30THER 

Sent; Fri May 28 20:31:47 2010 
Subject; Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 85 

Rn 
·830THER 

From; .Aguirre, Sergio L <Sergio_L._Aguirrll@nss.eap.gov> 
To: Sindlei James _M; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; L_ ... J 
~ . . I waller. Robert P; Rana. !i~.utam A:r ------

t===-~-~----_Jshapiro, Daniel 8. <Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eap.gov>; Kumar, Prem 
G. <Prem_G._Kuma nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; 
Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; C I 

J 
Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle 

Sent: Fri May 28 19:39:59 2010 
Subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

85 

86 
83 OTHER 

from: Sindle, James M [mailto:SindleJ['@state.gov] 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:35 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Lynn, [ _________ ~l 
Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; I I 
'---__j Shapiro, Daniel B.; Kumar,'!>rem G.; Aguirre, Sergio L; Burgess, Richard J; 

[
Schleq:;jh, Frank G: Ba.umert. Kevin A: Hicl<ev. Marv. ..E.;.· Schwartz JnnathatL.R1 

_______j Sievers, Marc J; 
Grubb, Jason B; Dolan; JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle 
Subject: Draft Points on free Gaza for GOl 
Importance: High 

9 
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Clearances requested: 

State/L 

OSD 

NSC 

J-5 

State/NEA 

State/EUR 

State/CA 

State/P 

State/D(S) 

Jim Sindle 

Pol-Mil Officer 

Office of Israel and ~alestinian Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Unclassified: SindleJl'@state.gov 

Classified: SindleJl'@state .sgov. gov 

202·647-438& (office) 

10 
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jRELEASED IN PART B5,B3 OTHER,B6j 

.• L-aw•'•R•o=s=e•m•a~7.c..__.~~~--~~~~~--~~~_,,~186~~--~.....,f..,•/_l_B_ 
From: Schlereth, Frank G 83 OTHER 
Sent: Sunday, May 30, 2010 5:12 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Connelly, Maura; Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Baumert, Kevin A; 

Subject: 

' .ai<LLAo mis. v'; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstr<>m, Todd C· 
1------~-"w~al!!L ·Rana, Gautam A:~l --------~ 

._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G. 
_Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Burgess, ard J; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 

I ;arc J; Gruoo, Jason ;; ;ern1er-1 otn_, M1cne11e: Giauque) Jettrey G; Fteuc;n, MHene H;:=J 
Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL;C I Johnson, Clifton M 
Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

The Israel Navy is monitoring and "escorting" the ffotilla at this time. As they travel further south, additional steps will be 
taken to have them arrive in Ashdod. 
RI 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlerethlg@stale.gov 
Office; 972-03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

Frum: Dolan, JoAnn 
To: Connelly, Maura; Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Tl)omos H; Schler'eth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; 

83 
OTHER 

• · · < lo L._Aguirre@nss.eop,gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C; 
Waller Ro rt J>•. Ra Gauta 86 

'Daniel_B._ShapirQ@CIS1i.eop.gov' <Danlet_B,_Shaplro@nss•eQP.g.ov>; 'l'rem_G._Kumar@nss,eop;=='g~ov'~----~ 
<Prem_G,_Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; Hidley, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; L 

7c=:-;;=====::t.Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Bemler·loth, Michelle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frellch, Karlene H; 
Harris, Robert K; Mo , David JL; Johnson, Olfton M 
Sent: Sun May 30 01:56:21 2q10 
subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOJ 
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Clifton M BS 
Subject: Re: Draft Polnts on Free Gaza for GOl 

B6 
-F,..,~m-:_D_o_la-n-,J-o-A-nn~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-,B30THER~ 

To: Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Schlereth, Frank G; Baumert, P""=""->=""'...J....-""LWU . ..:@nss.eoo.aov' 
<Sergio_L._Agulrre@nss.eop.gov>; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C; 
Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; 

'Daniel_B._Shaplro@nss.eop,gov' 
"-,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=-" 
<Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem G. Kumar@nss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard 
J: Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; I i--··· ---· l 
,-- =··· -·· ~ 

Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giau9ue, Jeffrey Gj Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Hanis, 
Robert K; Mortfock, David JL; L Johnson, Oifton M 
se11t: Sat May 2.9 16:49:46 2010 
Subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

B6 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-B30THER~~~ 
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[_···· 
86 
B30THER 

Sievers, Marc J; GnJbb, Jason B; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene HJ Connelly, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; I J 
Sent: Sat May 29 08:10:31 2010 
Subject: RE: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

The Israelis told us yesterday that Challenger II had dropped out due to mechanical reasons. The organizations websites 
are confirming this, including showing pictures of passengers transferring from Challenger II to Mavi Marmara (the 
Turkish ferryboat with nearly 800 passengers). 

66 
83 OTHER 

From: Schlereth, Frank G 
Sent: Saturday, May 29, 2010 5:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James M; 'Se[9io_L,_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov'; Rel~.Jill.eslev..J:J:lolm:tmm Todd fi 
GoldbE!raer Thomas 1:1;1 , ,!Waller, Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; 1~-----~-~-------~-

1 I 'Daniel_B~Shapiro@nss.eop.goV'; 'Prem_G, KtJmar@nss.eop.gov'; Butlless, Richard J; 
Hick:, Ma: E: Schwartz, Jonathan B; I J 
I f Sievers, Marc J; GnJbb, Jason B; Dolan, JOAnn; Bernier-Toth. Michelle; Glauoue. Jeffrey G; 
Freil , Kar ene H; COnnelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; l I 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

Israel Navy just phoned me and stated that the two vessels are oo longer flying US flags. One Is flying a Greek flag and 
the other ST. Vincent and Grenada flag. 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
USDAO Tel Aviv 
E-mail: schlereth!g@state.gov 
Office: 972-03-519-7486 
Cell: 972-50-645-2298 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 

BS 

To: 51.ndle, James M; 'Sergio_L._Agu·····i·' ... ·.r····e····@nss.eop.gov' <Serg~<?-_L_A~@nss.eop.gov>; _Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, 
Todd_ Cj Goldberger, Thomas H;I .. . •• •... _I; Waller, Rober1J';B.ana'-Gautam A;_ 86 

~el_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov' <Danlel_B._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prern_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 

'=--~~--~~~~~-c"'""""',..-""""""-o-'. Severs, arc J; nJ , Jason B; Do an, o nn; Bernier-Toth, Mic e le; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frellch, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlllek, David JL; 
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11mothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil' <Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil> 
Sent: Sat May 29 04:19:38 2010 
Subject: Re: Dra~ Points on Free Gaza for GO! 
~------------------·---

B6 

BS 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1B30THER~-
From: Sindle, James M 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio_L._Aguirre@n 
~~~I.Cldd C: Goldbe!:Qfil,.JJ.llofil!!ili>LlHLl· ___________ _i:.....u<lilli"'--""""""-':...!>"1!!<,,,,,,,0MJJ""--, 

'Daniel_B~_Shaplto@ns5:eop.gov' <Danlel_B._shapito@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Prem G. Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Burgess, Ridiard J; Schleretn, Frank G; Hickey, Marv E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 

l ls~rs, M~rc J; G;:;;bb,j;;;;, B; O:,ra~~ JoA~n~ Br:rnf~;-foth: Mf~he~ 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, Maura 
Sent: Fri May 28 20:56:36 2010 
Subjed:: Re: Draft Points on Free Ga~ for GO! 

B6 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-B30THER~ 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
To: 'Sergio_L_Aguirre@nss.eop. ov' <~rnio L Aquirre@nss.™ov>' Sindle, James M; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, 
Todd c· Goldbe er Thomas H· Waller Robert P· n G m A· 

'Daniel_B._Shapfro@nss.eop.gov' <Danlel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 
<Ptem_G. Kumar@nss;eop.gov>; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Hickey, Mary E; Sdlwartz Jonathan B· 

'=-~~~~=~,,....,==,.------~ Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; DOian, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle 
Sent: Fri May 28 20:31:47 2010 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GO! 

c= _____ ~ 
Thanks, 
Kevin 
L/OES 
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<Daniel_B._Shaplro@nss.eop.gov>; Kumar, Prem G. <Prem_G._Ku"'m,,,a~r=====.J..==="-"======· 
Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; Hickey, Maiy E; Schwa~onathan B· r--·· . .. ...... ---·· -·-- . -~----------__, 

.. 86:-----~ 
Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason 8; Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle 
~~~Dl~S~ . ~~ffi 
Subject: Re: Draft Points on Free Gaza for GOI 

85 
_____________________________ .86._,_ ____ _ 

From: Sindle, James M [mailto:SlndleJM@state.gov] 83 OTHER 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 7:35 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom Todd C; Goldber er, Thomas H· Waller, Robert P; Rana, 
Gautam A;c:::::;: Shapiro, Daniel B.; Kumar, Prem G.; 
Aguirre, Sergio L; Burgess, Richard J; Schlereth, Frank G; Baumert, Kevin A; Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 
'----------,------~------------'Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Dolan, 
JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle 
subject: Draft Polnts on Free Gaza for GO! 
Importance: High 

Clearances requested: 
State/L 
OSD 
NSC 
J-5 
State/NEA 
State/EUR 
State/CA 
State/P 
State/D(S) 

JimSlndle 
Pol-Mil Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 

Unclassified: SlndleJ M@state.gov 
Classlfled: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

202-647·4386 (office) 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Schwartz, Jonathan 13 

IRE. LEASED IN PART I 
BS,B6 

Monday, May :n, 201.0. 2:04 PM 
Burgess, Richard J; Sindle, James M; Gardon, Philip H; Jeffrey, James F; Schlereth, Frank G; 
Cuhningham, James B; Levin, Jan; Operations Center; Sievers, Marc J; Parker, Andrew C; 
Grubb, Jason B; NEA-lPA-OL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, John R; 
Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul}; Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Rudman, Mara 
(Jerusalem); Pica, Tolan M; Hale, David M; Murphy, Michael P; Clay, Andrela; Pomper, 
Stephen E; Perina, Alexandra H; 'ellzabeth_d._pherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov'; 
'Bbrink@nsc.eap.gov'; McEldowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Riiey, Robert 
J· Mars Denise M· Waser Tamir G· Silliman Dou las A' Ankara-POL·Dl; Wolff, Alexis S; 
~,-~~--~~~~------------~Baumert, Kevin A; 
Jacobson, lnda; o an, oAnn 
RE: MFA flotilla: TU Parliament For Aff Comm Chief Murat Mercan on Next Steps 

I have added Stephen Pamper and Alexandra Perina who are handling for L/PM and are in the 
best position to coordinate with DOD lawyers. 

--·-·Original Message··--· 
From: Burgess, Richard J 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1:59 PM 
To: sindle, James M; Gordon, Philip H; Jeffrey, James F; Schlereth, frank G; Cunningham, 
James B; Levin, Jan;, Operations Center; Sievers, Marc J; Parker, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason B; 
NEA-IPA·DL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, John R; Amodeo, Salvatore A 
(Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Rudman, Mara (Jer-usalem); Pica, Tolan M; 
Hale, David M; Murphy, Michael P; Clay, Andreia; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov'; 
'Bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'; McEldowney, Nancy E; Ka:ldallow, Tihil s; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; 
Marsh. Denise M; waser, Tanrlr G: Silliman, Douglas A: Ankara-PQJ,,;DL; Wolff, Alexis 5; 
[ __J Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, 
Linda; Oolan, JOAnn; Schwartz, Jonathan B -
Subject: RE: MFA flotilla: TU Parliament For Aff Convn Chief Murat Mercan on Next Steps 

Jim, all 

FYI, when Frank Schlereth and I met with IDF JS this afternoon, and then with some of his 
staff afterwards, it was clear to them (their opinion) that they had legal aUthority to 
intercept an inbound force in internationill waters whose "stated intentions" and demonstrated 
actions were to attempt to break a blockade which is in place via a recognized interim 
agreement. 

Richard J. "Moses" Burgess, Col, USAF 
us Senior_ Defense Official, Defense and Air Attache to Israel us Defense Attache Office 
71 Hayarkon Street, Tel Aviv, !srael, 63903 
work: +972-3-519-7333 
cell: +972-50-523-2542 

-·-··Original Message---·· 
From: Sindle, James M 
sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 8:53 PM 
To; Gordon, Philip H; Jeffrey, Jam1>s F; Schlereth, Frank G; Cunningham, James B; Levin, Jan; 
Operations Center; Sievers, Marc J; Parker, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason B; NEA-IPA•DL; Greene, 
Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, John R; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; Rudman, Mara (Jerusalem); Burgess, Richard J; Pica, Tolan M; Hale, David 
M; Murphy, Michael P; Clay, Andreia; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@n~c.eop.gov'; 
'Bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'; McElelowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Una S; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; 

I 

IRE~ISW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior I 
Reviewer 
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Marsh, Denise M; Waser, Tamir G; Silliman, Douglas A; Ankara-POl-Dl; Wolff, Alexis s; 
I :JJcs JS AO'; [ ==i Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, 
Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Schwartz, Jonathan B · 
Subject: RE: MFA flotilla: TU Parliament For Aff Comm Chief Murat Mercan on Next Steps 

BS According to attachment and in several statements, GDI believes that they are in armed 
conflict with Hamas in Gaza and have the right to enforce blockade, includin interdictin 
ships in__;i,TI!fil'.national w.ater~ that intend to break th;i:!; bloc,~k=ad~e~.'--'---~---------l 

-----original Message----­
From: Gordon, Philip H 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1:35 PM 
To: Jeffrey, James F; Schlereth, Frank Gr Cunningham, James s; Levin, Jan; Operations Center; 
Sievers, Marc J; Parker, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason B; NEA-IPA·-oL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, 
Gregory M; Waters, John R; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey 
o; Rudman, Mara (Jerusalem); Burgess, Richard J; Pica, Tolan M; Hale, David M; Murphy, 
Michael P; Clay, Andreia; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'; 
McEldowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; 
Waser, Tamir G; Silliman, Douglas A; Ankara-POL-DL; Wolff, Alexis S 
subject: Re: MFA flotilla: TU Parliament For Aff Comm Chief Murat Mercan on Next Steps 

Isr Amb Oren told D·Steinberg that Israel would release/deport all the people forthwith. Did 
not address plans for the ships. 

··-·- Original Message ----· 
From: Jeffrey, James F 
To: Schlereth, Frank G; Cunningham, James B; Levin, Jan; Operations Center; Sievers, Marc J; 
Parker, Andrew c; Grubb, Jason B; NEA-IPA·DL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, GregoryM; Waters, 
John R; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Rudman, Mara 
(Jerusalem); Burgess, Richard J; Pica, Tolan M; Hale, David M; MUrphy, Michael P; Clay, 
Andreia; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov' <elizabeth_d._sherwood· 
randall@nsc.eop.gov>; 'bbrink@nsc.eop.gov' <bbrink@nsc.eop.gov>; Gordon, Philip H; 
Mcfldowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert Jf Marsh, Denise M; 
Waser, Tamir G; Silliman, Douglas A; Ankara-POL-DL; Wolff, Alexis S; Rice, Susan E (USUN) 
Sent: Mon May 31 13:27:49 2010 . 
subject: Re: MFA flotilla: TU Parliament For Aff Comm Chief Murat Mercan on Next Steps 

Aside from stresi;.ing as Amb Tan did to Phil G.ordon need for Am 'conder11r1ation' of Israel 
Mercan-who can speak usually better for AKP leadership and Erdogan than MFA, Told COllel 
Delahunt and me that of particular importance fOr Turks is immediate release of Turkish ships 
and all personnel. He asserted and we need to look at, that under international law 

86 

enforcin a blockade does not conve the ri ht to sefae eo le/ ro ert .• 85 

Original Message --,---
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From: Schlereth, Frank G 
To: Cunningham, James B; Levin, Jari; Operations Center-; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc J; 
Parker, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason B; NEA-IPA-DL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, 
John R; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey O; Rudman, Mara 
(Jerusalem); Burgess, Richard J; Pica, Tolan M; Levin, Jan; Hale, David M; Murphy, Michael P; 
$chlereth, Frank G; Clay, Andreia 
Sent: Mon May 31 19:27:09 2010 
Subject: RE: MFA flotilla briefing 

All, 
The DATT and I met with the IDF JS MG Alllir fshel. The majority of the conversation 

involved details already provided via multiple sources. Additional highlights below -

- MG fshel ~tressed link between IHH organization and Muslim Brotherhood. Clear action on 
part of individuals on MAVI MARMARA to incite violence. Beat first wave of soldiers who 
arrived on board via Fast Rope. Several Rhibs and 3 Blackhawks were used in action against 
MAVI MARMARA. Took approximately an hour for INF forces (Flotilla 13(Navy Seals)) to gain 
control of the vessel. All 6 boats were boarded at approximately the same time(0400-050BL) 
in international waters. Violence isol~ted to MAVI MARMARA. Medical attention rendered to 
all injured. 

• As of i700L 3-4 of the vessels are in port Ashdod. MAVI MARAMRA to arrive soon. 

All IOF forces are monitoring for reaction, but currently no hei!lhtened activity on borders 
or in Gaza. some minor incid<ints involving Israeli Arabs within Israel (stone thi"C>Wing). 
Israeli Arab protests and strike expected tomorrow. IDF continuing to monitor situati<m to 
determine reactions. 

- Several meetings and conversations with Turkish officials have taken place. There ~s 
concern for safety of Israeli representatives in Turkey. 

- Air eMercise that has been taking place in Crete with Greeks has been stopped by the Greeks 
and the !AF assets have been asked to leave. 

- GOI and IDF focused on getting the facts out. Multiple video clips depicting violence 
against IDF forces being released. They will review the operation internally. 

- No decision on reaction to any additional vessels. that may attempt to head to Gaza. 

- We are awaiting response on CHALLENGER I Flag and any status of AMCITs. 

- At this time, unclear if any riot related gas, etc was used. 

V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
US Defense Attache Office 
US Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 519 7486 
Email: schlerethfg@state.gov 

·····Original Message----­
From: Murphy, Michael P 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 4:37 PM 
To: Schlereth, Frank G; Cunningham, James B; Levin, Jan; Operations Center; Jeffrey, James F; 
Sievers, Marc J; Parker, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason- B; NEA•IPA-DL; Greene, tlisa; Marchese, 
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Gregory M; Waters, John R; Amodeo, Salvator-e A {Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey 
D; Rudman, Mara (Jerusalem); Burgess, Richard J; Pica, Tolan M; Levin, Jan; Hale, David M 
Subject: RE: MFA flotilla briefing 

Ma'am, Sir, 

Notes from briefing by BG Yossi Heymann, Deputy J-5 at 1400 31 May 2010. 

'sG Heymann· 
"There was a significant event this morning, we don't have all the details, and we are 

still in the event. We will continue to update you." 

BG Heymann then moved to a prepared, written statement beginning with the assertion that the 
Gaza Strip is ruled by a hostile enemy, HAMAS, that does not recognize the state of Israel. 
HAMAS encourages and executes hostile activity against Israel and is currently holding an 
Israeli citizen, Gilad Shalit, against international convention. 

The naval blockade was established prevent smuggling that supports terrorist activity. 

Th<! FN:!t! Gaza flotilla was organized by the Turkish IHH which is belligerent towards Israel 
and sopports the MUslim Brotherhood. 

Israt!l tried different avenues to prevent the flotilla from launching to include 
communications with the ships' owning countr-ies and companies to no avail. Israel expressed 
willingness to transfer any non-contrabaM supplies via established land procedures and 
Israel continues to look for ways to aM<!liorate the human conditions in Gaza. Israel 
assesses that there is no Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza. 

When the ·organizers of the flotilla showed no desire to divert to Ashdod when requested by 
the Government of Israel (Go!), the Gol made the decision to board the ships in strict 
accordance With international law and with a desire to minimize damage to the ships and 
injury to passengers. 

Boarding of the ships. 

During boarding of the ship Mavi Marmara, Israel Navy (INF) Personnel encountered "severe 
physical violence" including knives, clubs and firearms. 1 INI' weapon was seized by 
passengers. Due to a clear and present danger to INF personnel, the INF initiated contact 
using riot control systems (NFl) then transitioned to live fire. Th<! injured in the event, 
both Israeli and foreign, have been transferre~ to "4-5 hospitals.· 

Short term future actions. 

Provision of Medical attention to the wounded. 
Non-contraband supplies, after inspection and processing, will be transferred to Gaza. 
An IDF investigation will be initiated. · 
The GoI continues to see HAMAS as a terrorist group. (Note~ this seemed out of place in the 
context of the cur-rent topic of the briefing). 
Israel is taking action to prevent escalation of the situation. 
Israel will "respond heavily" to any entity seeking to provoke escalation. 

legal Aspects 

BG Heymann indicated that a separate briefing would be provided on the. legal aspects of the 
operation. This was the attachment provided on LCDR Schlereth's earlier summary. A copy is 
attached as well to this email. 
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Questions from the assembled group. 

What are the nationalities of the casualties? 
No information yet, should have details in "a few hours." This information will be 

transmitted via "diplomatic" channels, not military. 

Where are the ships? 
2 sliips are at Ashdod, to include the Challenger I (as of 141$). The Challenger has us 

citizens, European citizens and at least onEi Israeli citizen. The Mavi Marmara should arrive 
to Ashdod between 1700-1800. 

What will happen to passengers? 
Passengers will have 2 options. Accept immediate extradition or be jailed by Israeli 

authorities. By "tonight," all personal details should be known. 

Any information on nationalities? 
Information will be passed to the Ambassador. 

What time and where did boarding occur? 
Between 0500-0600, 70 NM from Israel in international waters. 

boarded. Only on the Mavi Marmara was serious violence encountered. 
incident occurred on a second ship. All casualties were on the Mavi 

Was permission granted to board the ships? 
Unknown at this time. 

What weapons Wel'e encountered? 

All 6 ships were 
One other minor 

Marmara .. 

one INF sailor was seriously wounded by rifle or pistol fire. 2 pistols were seized 
from dead passengers. One INF weapon was seized by the passengers during boarding. 

What international reaction has occurred? 
l-W1AS has declared 3 days or mourning. Turkey has recalled its Ambassador. Israeli 

Ambassador to Turkey was summoned to the Turkish Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and was 
passed a "serious ftlessage. 11 

BG Heymann spoke with UNIFIL, and MFO to coordinate for de-escalation efforts in 
Lebanon and Egypt. 

The INF assesses that there were Jordanians on the ships, but no details were given. 
If there are Syrian or Lebanese citizens on the ships, then they will be transferred via the 
Red Cross and UN to their respective countries. 

The Moo and IDF sent messages to the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli Arab 
Convnunity to not escalate the situation. At least one Palestinian passenger may have been 
woundecl. 

BG Heymann pointed out that there has been no US reaction as of yet. 

Casualtiesl 
10-14 passengers severely wounded or killed, all on the Mavi Marmara. A total of 30 

passengers now at 4-5 Israeli hospitals. 
10 INF wounded, l seriously, one moderately 

Why were the ships boarded in international waters? 
BG Heymann started by saying the organizers were warned that the Go! would respond to 

any provocation and the Free Gaze flotilla was meant only as a provocation. He then said he 
would not get into operational details, but the INF intercepted at 70 NM in accordance. with 
international law as the flotilla made it clear that its intention was to viol;ite the Israeli 
exclusion zone. 

s 
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Did the INF know what was on board? 
Only through press accounts, but INF assessed contraband items such as concrete, and 

iron. 

Intentions for the ships? 
The ships will remain at Ashdod until further notice. 

Very Respectfully, 

LTC Michael Murphy 
Acting Army Attache 

-----Original Message----­
From: Schlereth, Frank G 
sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 3:08 PM 
To·: Cunningham, James B; L!lVin, Jan; Operations Center; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc J; 
Park.er, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason B; NEA·IPA-Ol; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, 
John R; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Connelly, Maur~; Feltman, Jeffrey O; Rudman, Mara' 

. (Jerusalem); Burgess, Richard J; Murphy, Michael P; Pica, Tolan M; Levin, Jan; Schlereth, 
Frank G 
Subject: RE; MFA flotilla briefing 

I have spoken with LTC Mike Murphy, USOAO, who attended a briefing given by BG Yossi Heymann. 
Many of the details briefed have already been provided via other means. Specific Highlights 

- Ongoing Operation 
- Two Ships in Ashdod to include the CHALLENGER I 
- M/V MAVI MARMARA expected in port between 1700l and l80!1L 
- All ships will be in port by later today 
- 10· 14 Civilians Seriously Injured or Killed 
- 30 Civilians Wounded 
- 10 IOF wounded to include 1 serious and 1 with "medium• wounds 
- Turkish Ambassador to Israel recalled 

Interaction occurred approx 70 NM from coastline. IDF confident in International Law 
because of intent by flotilla to breach the blockade. (See Attached Slides) 

LTC Murphy will write a formal summary upon his return to the Embassy. DATT and I will 
attend briefing with JS at 1700L. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Schlereth 
Assistant Naval Attache 
us Defense Attache Off ice 
us Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 519 7486 
Email: schlerethfg@state.gov 

-----Original Message----­
From: Rudman, Mara (Jerusalem) 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 2:46 PM , 
To: Cunningham, James B; Levin, Jan; Operations Center; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc J; 
Parker, Andrew C; Grubb, Jason B; NEA·IPA·DL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, 
John RJ Schlereth, Frank G; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, Jeffrey 
D 
Cc: 'Dennis_B._Ross@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Oshapir~ho.eop.gov' 
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Subject: RE: MFA flotilla briefing 

This may largely repeat at this point what is out in other places and/or others have heard 
from me, but just to assure that various reporting lines have same info, this is from Gen. 
Dangot, the COGAT, who also spoke with the UN's Serry, among others, this am. 

Dangot reported that when Israeli soldiers boarded the main deck of the main ship, they met 
with what he described as clearly planned active/armed resbtance, including live fire. 
Military who boarded were attacked with knives, sharpened metal and wood instruments, etc. 
He said the military who boarded were attacked by dozens; He indicated that some of the 
soldiers were stabbed and slashed. Made clear situation was one in which actions taken were 
in self-defense. 

current estimates of those killed from flotilla 14-lS "maybe more". He said all injured 
being moved to Israeli hospital - by helicopter. He said ships coming into Ashdod (solll!!! 
reports have them coming into Haifa). At Ashdod, he and others will meet the ships. There, 
they will need to 10 the bodiesi move the people either to return them to home countries 
rapidly and/or detain; ID the cargo and as planned initially, move as much of into Gaza as 
promptly as possible. 

Earlier this morning he and Barak made the following calls/contacts: 
--Turkish FM and MOO (Barak); Erakat, Fayyad, and Hussein al Sheikh (Oangot). He felt the 
calls w the Turks given the situation were OK, but the concern clearly is Erdogan and how he 
will handle. With Pals, Erakat in particular, they discussed extent to which levels of 
rhetoric could be kept in check. With Fayyad they discussed primarily need for security 
cooperation, keeping things calm. Concern about how this will be affected by status of 
Israeli Arab Islamic leader on board the flotilla. 

(PI~ seems to be on track/going forward. Some events may be affected by it.) 

-----Original Message----· 
From: Cunningham, James S 
sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1:38 PM 
To: Levin, Jan; Operations Center; Jeffrey, James F; Sievers, Marc J; Parker, A.ndrew C; 
Grubb, Jason B; NEA-!PA·OL; Greene, ~lisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, John R; Schlereth, 
Frank G; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Rudman, Mara (Jerusalem); Connelly, Maura; FeltMan, 
Jeffrey D 
Cc: 'Oennis_B._Ross@nsc;eop .• gov'; 'Oshapirc@Nho.eop.gov• 
Subject: Re: MFA flotilla briefing 

Our Consular people are in contact with MFA and Ashdod to get info on amcits as soon as it's 
available. UN had been approached be COGAT last week to help in forwarding cargo from ships 
in Ashdod. Serry is trying to send a couple of observers to Ashdod, has told cogat that 
assisting deliveries of humanitarian goods, much of which is destined for Hamas, is 
problemmatic but he"ll see. Barak just gave a press conference, and appears to have spoken to 
oavotuglu this am. 
Sent from my BlackBerry 

-·--- Original Message 
From: Levin, Jan 
To: Operations Center; Jeffrey, James· F; Cunningham, Jalll!!!s B; Sievers, Marc J; Parker, Andrew 
C; Grubb, Jason B; NEA-IPA-DL; Greene, Elisa; Marchese, Gregory M; Waters, John R; Schlereth, 
Frank G; 11/nocleo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Rudman, Mara (Jerusalem); Connelly, Maura; Feltman, 
Jeffrey o 
sent: Mon May 31 13:20:~1 2010 
Subject: MFA flotilla briefing 
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MFA DG Yossi Gal and IDF Col. Assaf Orion, Dir. Of Dept of Strategic coordination, briefed 
foreign ambassadors at 12:30 local time today. 

Highlights - Identification of dead and wounded taking time. MFA will reach out proactively 
to Embassies as IDs are done, with location and status of citizens, The uninjured will be 
processed and escorted to airport for deportation. Unclear how long this will take. 
-- Most violence occurred on ship Mavi (Blue) Marmara. As far as is currently known, all 
injuries occurred on this ship. 
-- col. Orion told Ambassador that activists on Mavi Marmara were prepared for boarders and 
were armed. Unclear if they had firearms in advance or to.ck them from IDF boarding party. 
one IDF soldier nearly beaten to death with metal bar. Activists also had knives. 
-- Events took place in international waters. Israel asserted it had the legal right to 
intercept in intl waters because there is a miltary blockade under the law of armed conflict 
between Israel and Hamas. 

Ambassador Cunningham requests that Embassy Tel Aviv clear Dept guidance on this issue, thank 
you. 
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[RELEASED IN PART Ba OTHER,95,Bsj 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:35 PM 
To: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Knopf, Payton L; Sachar, Alon (NEAllPA) 
Cc: Baumert, Kevin A; Maggi, Robert W; Maxwell, Raymond D; EUR-SE-DAR·DL; Schlereth, 

Frank G; Burgess, Richard J; Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan 
Subject: DoD Contacting Gaza Flotilla Ships 

Importance: High 

According to the below email from D1;1D's National Military Command Center (their version of 
OPS), DoD DID NOT/NOT deliver the maritime warning to v.s. vessels on Friday, May 30 before 
the Israeli boarding. Furthermol'e, D1;1D does not believe that they have equities in 
contacting U.S. vessels. 

Jim Sindle 

···--Original Message-----
From: NJOIC POLICY JCS J-5 JCS J·3 
Sent· Wednesdav June 02, 2010 2:13 PM 
To: E~ --• ·-=1 
~~: --·- I NJOIC POLICY JCS )-5 JCS J-3;L ____ _ 

Subject: Contacting Gaza Flotilla Ships 

86 

83 OTHER 

__:J 
830THER 
86 

T ey could broadcast ii generarnotice to all ~riners. -----------------
85 

I 
I 

85 

- USCG had di 
by that name). They 
suspected vessels. 

• EUCOM was contacted, and EUCOM Chief of.Staff determined that this was an Israeli Law 
=ri;ement issue - not a Dao lane - and that even so,j J 
L __ - ] 

NJOIC concluded, based on Open Source Internet sites repol'ting on the Free Gaza 
Flotilla, that all ships involved were well aware of the purpose and risks involved in 
approaching Israeili naval boundaries, 

responsible for contact with 
~-"ot~e~n~t~i~al,,_,"'--"'"-"';.;..;,c.2.~"'--"'-""""'""'"-'""-'"'--~'--".u;;"-'"""JL.J""{ement. 

V/R, [REVtEW AUTHORtTV: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer! 

NJOIC Policy Desk - Pentagon 
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!RELEASED IN PART BS) 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Wednesday, June 01, 2011 11 :46 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; Tel Aviv POL Section 
FW: NOTMAR on Gaza 
GazaNotice.pdf; GazaHYDROLANT.pdf 

Categories: Working 

Colleagues, 

Attached is the USCG Notice to Mariners regarding the Gaza flotilla that went out yesterday. 
(Paul: I've already sent separately to NEA/PPD). 

V/R, 
Jim Sindle 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message-----
From: Franklin.L.Parker@uscg.mil [mail to: Franklin. L.Parker@uscg.mil] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2011 7:36 AM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: Kumar, Prem G.; Connors, Timothy CDR; Cook, Pauline F CAPT; 
Christensen, Eric CAPT; Sollosi, Mike 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Mr. Sindle: 

The Gaza notice has been published in all Coast Guard Local Notices to Mariners (LMM) except 
the 11th District (California). I expect the 11th District's LNM to be publish1ed today. A 
copy of the notice as it appeared in the 8th District's (Gulf of Mex) LNM is attached. The 
notice also appears on the Coast Guard's Navigation Center website 
(http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/). 

The National Geospatial-lntelligence Agency (NGA) has issued the notice as a NAVAREA IV 
(Atlantic), NAVAREA XII (Pacific), HYDROLANT, and HYOROPAC warning. A copy of the HYDROLANT 
warning is attached. 

V/R, 
Frank Parker 
Commandant {CG-5531) 
Office of Navigation Systems 

COMMANDANT (CG-5531) 
US COAST GUARD 
2100 2ND STREET SW STOP 7580 
WASHINGTON DC 20593-7580 
E-mail: frank.parker@uscg.mil 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Charles Daris, Senior Reviewer) 

SIPRNET: parker.franklin.l@uscg.smil.mil 
Tel: (202) 372-1551 
Fax: (202) 372-1992 

-----Original Message-----
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From: SindleJM@state.gov [mailto:SindleJM@state.gov] 
sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2011 4:50 PM 
To: Parker, Frank; Connors, Timothy CDR;~~~~~~~~~ 
Christensen, Eric CAPT; Sollosi, Mike 
Cc: Kumar, Prem G. 
Subject: FW: NOTMAR on Gaza 

USCG Colleagues: 

Cook, Pauline F CAPT; 

I just wanted to follow-up and find out what the status was on the Gaza flotilla NDTMAR going 
out. Any updates? 

Thanks, 

Jim·sindle 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED 

-----Original Message----­
From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2011 7:45 AM 
To: 'Eranklin.L.Parker@usce.mil'; 'Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil' 
Cc: I I 'Pauline.F.Cook@uscg.mil'; 'Eric.P.Christensen@uscg.mil'; 
'Mike.M.Sollosi@uscg.mil' 
Subject: Re: NDTMAR on Gaza 

Colleagus, 

State will release a press statement in early June shortly before the flotillas prepare to 
leave. But it seemed understood at the IPC that USCG was going to get the cleared NDTMAR out 
in April (the IPC was APR 4). Several principals, ·including SecState, have already 
referenced it as already being transmitted. Anything that USCG can do to expedite this would 
be appreciated. 

Thanks, 

Jim Sindle 
NEA/IPA 

Original Message 
From: Parker, Frank [mailto:Franklin.L.Parker@uscg.mil] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2011 12:07 PM 
To: Connors, Timothv CDR <Timothv.P.Connors@usrn.mil> 
Cc: I I Cook, Pauline F CAPT 
<Pauline.F.Cook@uscg.mil>; Christensen, Eric CAPT <Eric.P.Christensen@uscg.mil>; Sindle, 
James M; Sollosi, Mike <Mike.M.Sollosi@uscg.mil> 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

CDR: 

There is a process in place to issue these types of notices. I have attached a 2-page 
extract from our Aids to Nav Admin Manual (CDMDTINST M16500.7A). I do not mind sending the 
notice to NGA and the Districts, but I don't want to step on any toes at State or NGA. 

Frank Parker 
Commandant (CG-5531) 
Office of Navigation Systems 
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COMMANDANT (CG-5531) 
US COAST GUARD 
2100 2ND STREET SW STOP 7580 
WASHINGTON DC 20593-7580 
E-mail: frank.parker@uscg.mil 
SIPRNET: parker.franklin.l@uscg.smil.mil 
Tel: (202) 372-1551 
Fax: (202) 372-1992 

-----Original Message----­
From: Connors, Timothy CDR 
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2011 11:46 AM 
To: Parker, Frank; SindleJM@state.gov 
Cc: I I Cook, Pauline F CAPT; Christensen, Eric CAPT; Connors, Timothy CDR 86 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Frank, 

Attached is the final version of the.notice that cleared through State and here in the 
building. I wasn't at the IPC, so I'm not certain what MARAD has planned. I think State has 
already issued a warning on the issue, and the language of the notice is synchronized with 
the State warning. Included Jim Sindle on this e-mail to confirm that. 

V/R, 

TPC 

CDR Tim Connors 
Chief, Operations Law Group 
Office of Maritime and International Law (CG-0941) 
Office: (202) 372-3798 
Cell: (202) 441-4971 
Unclas: Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil 
SIPR: ConnorsT@uscg.smil.mil 

-----original Message----­
From: Parker, Frank 
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2011 7:27 AM 
To: Connors, Timothy COR 
Cc: I I cook, Pauline F CAPT; Christensen, Eric CAPT 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Cdr Connors: 

I haven't seen a copy of the notice, but I can push one through to the districts and NGA. Do 
you know whether MARAD is going to issue anything? Should the notice go through State and be 
issued as a Special Warning? 

Frank Parker 
Commandant (CG-5531) 
Office of Navigation Systems 

COMMANDANT (CG-5531) 
US COAST GUARD 
2100 2ND STREET SW STOP 7580 
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WASHINGTON DC 20593-7580 
E-mail: frank.parker@uscg.mil 
SIPRNET: parker.franklin.l@uscg.smil.mil 
Tel: (202) 372-1551 
Fax: (202) 372-1992 

-----Original Message----­
From: Christensen, Eric CAPT 
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2011 7:20 AM 
To: Connors, Timothy CDR 
Cc: I :::J Parker, Frank; Cook, Pauline F CAPT 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Tim, 

Frank Parker in CG-SS3 was the coordinator for the release of the Japan radiation advisory, 
so he can assist here also. If we have a text to go out please pass to Frank. 

Eric P. Christensen 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
CG-543 

-----Original Message----­
From: Connors, Timothy CDR 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 4:S1 PM 
To: Christensen, Eric CAPT 
Cc: I I 
Subject: FW: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Sir, 

Appears as if there was some disconnect on the NOTAM. Not sure who would send the NOTAM, but 
it appears as if it has cleared and is ready to go. 

V/r 

TPC 

CDR Tim Connors 
Chief, Operations Law Group 
Office of Maritime and International Law (CG-0941) 

·Office: (202) 372-3798 
Cell: (202) 441-4971 
Unclas: Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil 
SIPR: ConnorsT@uscg.smil.mil 

-----Original Message-----

' 

From: prvs=1174c06b8=Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov 
[mailto:prvs=1174c06b8=Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov] On Behalf Of Kumar, Prem G. 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 4:42 PM 
To: Connors, Timothy CDR; SindleJM@state.gov; Polizzotto, Susan CDR; 
Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Can we release it now? We at NSS thought it would go out per the IPC several weeks ago. 

4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750308 Date: 06/25/2012 

66 



StateDept01918

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750308 Date: 06/25/2012 

Thanks, 

Kumar Prem G. 
Director 
Tel: 

for Israeli and Palestinian Affairs National Security Council 
202-456-9121 

Fax: 202-456-9120 
Email: pkumar@nsc.eop.gov 

-----original Message-----
From: Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil [mailto:Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil] 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 3:30 PM 
To: SindleJM@state.gov; Polizzotto, Susan CDR; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Kumar, Prem G. 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Jim, 

Our understanding is that the request from NSS never came. 

Thanks 

Tim Connors 

CDR Tim Connors 
Chief, Operations Law Group 
Office of Maritime and International Law (CG-0941) 
Office: (202) 372-3798 
Cell: (202) 441-4971 
Unclas: Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil 
SIPR: ConnorsT@uscg.smil.mil 

-----Original Message-----
From: SindleJM@state.gov [mailto:SindleJM@state.gov] 
sen1: Monday. May 23..._2,011 3:27 PM 
To:. _ ___JPolizzotto, Susan CDR; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Connors, Timothy CDR; Kumar, Prem G. 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Why wasn't the NOTMAR sent out? I understand that it was supposed to have been sent out in 
response to a request by the NSS. 

Thanks, 

Jim Sindle 
Pol-Mil Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs U.S. Department of State 
Unclassified: SindleJM@state.gov 
Classified: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 
202-647-4386 (office) 

SBU 
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This email is UNCLASSIFIED 

;~~~~~] Message---~-

Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 3:24 PM 
To: Sindle, James M; Polizzotto, Susan; Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Connors, Timothy CDR 
Subject: RE: NOTMAR on Gaza 

Mr. Sindle, 

The latest on this is that it has not been sent out. 

Very respectfully, 

Operations Law Group 
Commandant (CG-09412) 
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 
2100 Second St., SW Stop 7121 
Washington, DC 20593-7121 

(NCC for duty matters 24/7) 202-372-2100 

NOTICE: This e-mail communication is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may 
contain unclassified confidential and/or privileged information. Any unauthorized 
disclosure, copying or dissemination of this communication is prohibited. Any misuse or 
unauthorized disclosure can result in civil or criminal penalties. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please notify the sender by e-mail and delete all copies received. 

-----Original Message-----
From: SindleJM@state.gov [mailto:SindleJM@state.gov] 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 11:00 AM 
To: Polizzotto, Susan CDR; Baumert, Kevin A;~~~~~~~~~ 
Subject: NOTMAR on Gaza 
Importance: High 

Colleagues: 

Does anyone know if this NOTMAR has gone out yet? If so, when was it sent out and can I 
please get a final version? 

Thanks, 

Jim Sindle 
Pol-Mil Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs U.S. Department of State 

Unclassified: SindleJM@state.gov 
Classified: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

202-647-4386 (office) 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: . 

!RELEASED 1NJ,iJiJ) 

Netos, Eleftherios E 
Friday, June 04, 201 O 5:34 PM 
Gaza flotilla Monitoring Group 

Subject: FW: Gaza Flotilla: Clarifying information regarding Challengers II & Ill and Cyprus 

To reduce confusion, please note the following information based on reporting from Embassy 
Nicosia and USCG contacts with Cypriot port authorities: · 

--The U.S.-flagged Challenger II has suffered extensive damages and is on the ground in Limassol. 
It arrived in Cyprus after showing ingress of water and will remain out of the water for at least a 
month. 

--The U.S.-flagged Challenger III (formerly, the Greek-flagged Dimitris K) is in the water at Limassol 
new port, but without crew or passengers and is chained to the pier by port and marine police, 

--Both vessels are U.S.-flagged. The Challenger .ll had previously been Greek-owned, flagged in 
Honduras and knoWn as the Nitta II. The Challenger Ill, had previously been the Cyprus-flagged 
and owned Dimitris K. 

--Cypriot port authorities in Limassol have told Embassy Nicosia they do not intend to let any vessel 
depart to participate in the flotilla. 

Terry N etas 
Cyprus Desk Officer 
U.S. Department of.State 
Bureau of European Affairs/ Office of Sou them Europe 
Tel.: + 1-202-647-6760 
Fax: + 1-202-647-5087 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sh;;ron Ahmad, Senior RevieweiJ 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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NotesTele (3).txt 
Jeffrey G Giauque 05/13/2010 09:22:38 AM From DB/Inbox: Jeffrey G 
Giauque 

cable 
Text: 

CONFIDENTIAL 
TELEGRAM 

To: SECSTATE WASHDC - IMMEDIATE 

Action: NEA 

May 13, 2010 

From: AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV (TEL AVIV 1086 - IMMEDIATE) 

TAGS: KWBG, PHUM, PREL, IS, TU 

Captions: SIPDIS 

Subject: ISRAELI OFFICIALS PLAN TO BLOC~ "FREE GAZA" FLOTILLA 

Ref: A. ANKARA 680 B. ANKARA 565 

classified By: A/DCM Marc Sievers. Reasons 1.4(b)(d) 

1. (SBU) The self-proclaimed "Free Gaza Movement" is planning 
to run a flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian supplies to 
Gaza in an effort to "break the blockade" of Gaza (reftels). 
The group's website says that l:he "Freedom Flotilla" is the 
result of a collaboration bel:ween the Turkish human rights 
organizal:ion IHH, European campaign to End the Siege of Gaza, 
l:he Perdana Global Peace Organization from Malaysia, the 
Greek and Swedish Ship to Gaza campaigns, and the 
International coalition for Lifl:ing the Siege on Gaza. The 
ships are l:enl:atively scheduled to approach Gaza on or about 
May 25. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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NoresTele C3) txt 

CUNNINGHAM 

Additional Addressees: 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

cc: 
ARAB ISRAELI COLLECTIVE 
NSC WASHDC 
EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVE 

Distribution: 

TED6981 
ACTION NEA-00 

INFO LOG-00 
vcI-00 
VCIE-00 
PM-00 
TRSE-00 
SAS-00 

EEB-00 AID-00 
DIAS-00 TEDE-00 
NSAE-00 ISN-00 
PRS-00 P-00 
T-00 IIP-00 
FA-00 /OOOW 

ACQ-00 
INR-00 
NSCE-00 
ISNE-00 
PMB-00 

------------------60C5ED 
0 130814Z MAY 10 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6891 
INFO ARAB ISRAELI COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
NSC WASHDC PRIORITY 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L TEL AVIV 001086 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 05/11/2020 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, KWBG, TU, IS 

CIAE-00 
I0-00 
OIC-00 
SP-00 
PRM-00 

DODE-00 
L-00 
OMB-00 
ss-oo 
DRL-00 

131029Z /02 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI OFFICIALS PLAN TO BLOCK "FREE GAZA" 
FLOTILLA 

REF: A. ANKARA 680 
B. ANKARA 565 

End cable Text 

EUR-00 
ARMY-00 
PA-00 
STR-00 
G-00 

Jeffrey G Giauque 05/13/2010 09:22:38 AM From DB/Inbox: Jeffrey G 
Giauque 

Page 2 
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Marie Moser 
Michael J Murphy 

NotesTele (3).txt 

Page 4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751084 Date: 06/28/2012 



StateDept01926

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751084 Date: 06/28/2012 

Margaret Nardi 
Jeremy Nice 
John o Nordlander 
Alexis s Olive 
John w Osborne 
Michelle Paison 
John B Parker 
chery l L Parker 
Jessica Patterson 
Bryan P Payne 
Lucinda Petersen 
Palmer Y Phillips 
Michael B Philpy 
Aaron D Pina 
Gina Pinzino 
Allison N Poole 
Heidi M Ramsay 
Roopa Rangaswamy 
Michael A Ratney 
Wesley J Reisser 
Justin E Reynolds 
Leshawnda v Riley 
Matthew Root 
Douglas B Rose 
Falana Salley 
Janet A Sanderson 
Mark s sarfati 
Julie L sawyer 
Gina E Scarsella 
M1 ri am schwedt 
Joseph scovitch 
Nicole shampaine 
Jill R shaunfield 
Margaret Sheppard 
James M sindle 
Maria Sisk 
Mona B skardon 
Stephen T smith 
Debra smokerAli 
James v Soriano 
Steven M Soucek 
Marta Sparago 
Linda Specht 
Madelyn E spirnak 
Edward Stafford 
olwyn Staples 
Mari ta x Starr 
Andrew Steinfeld 
Matthew Stephenson 
James P Stover 
Rebecca Struwe 
Rebecca L Struwe 
Cassie c Sullivan 
Elizabeth Sullivan 
Paul R Sutphin 
Erica Thibault 
Mary c Thompson 
Heather A Townsend 
Lindsay Treworgy 
Jason H Ullner 
Adam Vaccaro 
Joshua Volz 
Rajeev M wadhwani 

NotesTele (3).txt 

Page 5 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751084 Date: 06/28/2012 



StateDept01927

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751084 Date: 06/28/2012 

NotesTele (3).txt 
Brittany C Wagner 
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NEA__PMO_.Al 
N EA__PMO_.A2 
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NEA/IAI 
CIA/IAI 
CIA/NEA 
DIA/IAI 
DIA/NEA 
MILITARY 
NEAPOSTS 
NEA/IAICTAGS 
NEA/P 
NEA/PPR 
NEA/SA/EX 
PMO 
MILITARYcatch 

NEA/FO 
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!RELEASED IN FULL] 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Hi Jerry and Michael, 

Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Monday, May 17, 2010 4:44 AM 
Ahn, Michael; Howard, Jeremiah H 
O'Grady, Daniel J 
Going to visit IHH today at 1 :15. Do you have any questions? 

Working 

I will be leaving today at 1:15 to have an introductory meeting with IHH at their office. 

?5 

Please let me know if you have any specific questions you would like me to ask them: I plan to ask about the flotilla and 
the Amcits who are planning to join. 

Cheers, 

Sal 

Salvatore Amodeo 
Senior Political Officer/Deputy Pol-Econ Section Chief 
U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 
(90) 212-335-9389 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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logg, Cristina A 

From: 
sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

[RELEASED IN PART B1,B5,1.4(D),NR/ 

Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Monday, May 17. 2010 10:03 AM 
Howard, Jeremiah H; Ahn, Michael; Marsh, Denise M; Taylor, Victoria J 
O'Grady, Daniel J; Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Istanbul Pol Econ - DL; Abeyta, Susan K 
(Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul) 
Meeting with IHH President in Istanbul HO 

Working 

I just met with IHH President F. Bu lent Yildirm and English speaking Huseyin Oruc who is a member of the IHH 
Administrative Board. 

Below are the highlights of the notes of my meeting. Please let me know if you would like to incorporate 
them into your next cable or if you think there is enough new info to warrant a separate cable sent from 
Istanbul. 

Flotilla Update: 

• The IHH passenger ship that will participate in the flotilla will depart Istanbul this Saturday May 22 
·at 11:00. 

• It will then sail to Antalya where it will pick up additional passengers and depart on May 25. 

• As many as 10 Amcits may board the passenger boat in Istanbul and other Amcits may board in 

Antalya. However, they said they are not sure how many will actually show up. 

• The passenger ship as well as 2 cargo ships, which will leave from Mersin, will rendezvous near 
Cyprus with six other ships from Europe and then attempt to break the blockade. 

• "We will not stop" said Yildirim when asked what the flotilla planned to do if the Israeli's planned to 
enforce its blockade. 

• Composition of Cargo - Construction materials to build 12 apartments, play ground equipment, 
medical equipment, 120 different types of medicine, generators. 

• Yildirim said the passenger ship and cargo will be open for inspection by diplomatic community to 
show that they are not shipping arms. 

• Media will broad cast live interaction with IDF. 

• IHH web site will provide updates on the status of the Flotilla. 

IHH President called on the USG to: 

• Call on Israel to end its blockage on Gaza 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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• Speak out against Israel if they "behave like pirates" and attempt to board the ships of the flotilla 

or use force against it. 

• Support their campaign to bring an end to the embargo. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2010 2:00 PM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul) 
Cc: Ahn, Michael; O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: RE: Gaza flotilla cables from Tel Aviv 

Go for it, Sal. We meet with them here .. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 
From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2010 12:23 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul) 
Cc: Ahn, Michael; O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: RE: Gaza flotilla cables from Tel Aviv 

Hi Jerry, 
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Please advise. 

Thanks, 

Sal 

This document is SECRET when separated from SECRET attachment(s). 

Classification: SECRET 

Classified by: Salvatore Amodeo, Deputy Pol/Econ Chief, State 

Reason: 1.4(d) 

Declassify On: 2020/05/14 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2010 9:22 AM 
To: Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: FW: Gaza flotilla cables from Tel Pw'N 

Win, Sal: We think the Gaza flotilla focus may shift to IHH headquarters in Istanbul. --Jerry 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 

From: Marsh, Denise M 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2010 7:20 PM 
To: Taylor, Victoria J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Ahn, Michael 
Subject: RE: Gaza flotilla cables from Tel Aviv 

Also -per your emails last week, any update on this will be greatly appreciated. This might have come up as 

well in the S-Dav call today. 

Cheers, 

Denise 

From: Taylor, Victoria J 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2010 11:47 AM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; Ahn, Michael 
Cc: Marsh, Denise M 
Subject: FW: Gaza flotilla cables from Tel Aviv 
Importance: High 

In case you haven't see these cables from Tel Aviv. 

From: Giauque, Jeffrey G 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2010 9:31 AM 
To: Marsh, Denise M; Taylor, Victoria J; Schrank, Alexander D 
Subject: Gaza flotilla cables from Tel Aviv 
Importance: High 
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A couple of cables that I wanted to flag for you all on what we have coming our way the week after next. 

«File: (CO) TEL AVIV 1086 » «File: (SE) HOTRWASHIN 5121421 >> 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/05/14 
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!RELEASED IN PART "B5;NRJ f 7 
· logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

Sal: 

This is worth a cable.I 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Monday, May 17, 2010 10:38 AM 
Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Ahn, Michael 
Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Istanbul Pol Econ - DL; Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, 
Lisa C (Istanbul) 
RE: Meeting with IHH President in Istanbul HQ 

Working 

Please include the same addressees that we had listed in our last cable on the flotilla. 

Thank you. 

-- Jerry 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2010 5:03 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; Ahn, Michael; Marsh, Denise M; Taylor, Victoria J 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Istanbul Pol Econ - DL; Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa 
C (Istanbul) 
Subject: Meeting with IHH President in Istanbul HQ 

I just met with IHH President F. Bulent Yildirm and English speaking Huseyin Oruc who is a member of the IHH 

Administrative Board. 

Below are the highlights of the notes of my meeting. Please let me know if you would like to incorporate 
them into your next cable or if you think there is enough new info to warrant a separate cable sent from 
Istanbul. 

Flotilla Update: 

• The IHH passenger ship that will participate in the flotilla will depart Istanbul this Saturday May 22 
at 11:00. 

• It will then sail to Antalya where it will pick up additional passengers and depart on May 25. 

• As many as 10 Amcits may board the passenger boat in Istanbul and other Amcits may board in 
Antalya. However, they said they are not sure how many will actually show up. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 
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• The passenger ship as well as 2 cargo ships, which will leave from Mersin, will rendezvous near 
Cyprus with six other ships from Europe and then attempt to break the blockade. 

• "We will not stop" said Yildirim when asked what the flotilla planned to do if the Israeli's planned to 
enforce its blockade. 

• Composition of Cargo - Construction materials to build 12 apartments, play ground equipment, 
medical equipment, 120 different types of medicine, generators. 

• Yildirim said the passenger ship and cargo will be open for inspection by diplomatic community to 
show that t~ey are not shipping arms. 

• Media will broad cast live interaction with IDF. 

• IHH web site will provide updates on the status ofthe Flotilla. 

IHH President called on the USG to: 

• Call on Israel to end its blockage on Gaza 

• Speak out against Israel if they "behave like pirates" and attempt to board the ships of the flotilla 
or use force against it. 

• Support their campaign to bring an end to the embargo. 

NR 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
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Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Tuesday, June 01, 2oio 10:47 AM 
Howard, Jeremiah H 
Ann, Michael 
RE: FW: Turkey: Siirep 5 on IHH Flotilla 

Categories: Working 

I don't understand, they ore on the distribution. See bottom. 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
C!asslficatloo: C.ONFIDENTIAL 
Derived FrQm: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020106101 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 !i:28 PM 
To: de otalvaro, Laura H; Ahn, Michael 
Subject: FW: FW: Turkey: Sitrep 5 on IHH FlotiUa 

This emalt Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Siiiiman, Douglas A 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 4:51 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Subject: FW: Turkey: Sitrep 5 on IHH Flotilla 

Please put Istanbul on all of these Gaza-related cables. 

I just sent it to Sharon and Win by e-mail. 

Thanks, 

Doug 

From: 
Sent: 

To: 

SMART Core 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in threar;!. 
DecfU$lfy On: 2020/05101 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 03:1:18 
Pistana, Robert ; Witmer, Kami A; Lee, Robert D; Keen, Berna; Borenstein, Jeffrey D; Godfrey, 
Anthony F; Basso, Dianne L; Ahn, Michael; Reynolds, Carol T; Silliman, Douglas A; Hunter, Rodney 
M; Arvey, Jason M; Price, Adam P; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Miles, Barbara J; Leary, Thomas M; 

(i:{EVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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H.essler, Robert E 

Cc: 
I @dea.usdoj.sgov.gov; Eppler, Dale B; Kolega, Alen; Roundy, Brian A; Deblauw, Kim J; 
Hamilton, Elizabeth H 

Subject: Turkey: Sitrep 5 on IHH Flotilla 

Action Office: 
Info Office: 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Referance: 

Pass line: 

Subject: 

1. (C) 

POL 
EAC 

10 ANKARA 779 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Jun 01, 2010 I 011159Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
WASHDC, SECSTATE IMM1'DIATE 

12958 

PGOV,'PREL, MOPS, TU, IS 
SIPDIS 
A) 10 ISTANBUL 195 
B) 10 ISTANBUL 199 
C) 10 ANKARA 772 
D) 10 ANKARA 774 
E) jO ANKARA 776 
F) 10 ANKARA 778 
G) 10 ANKARA 777 
AMEMEIASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE PASS TO AMEMBASSY PODGORICA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLAOIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO :AMCONSUL .DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS ro AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AM EMBASSY' HELSINKI PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
Turkey: Sitrep 5 on IHH Flotilla 

1A(B) 
1.4(0) 
81 

·-----·------------
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1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

3. (SBU) The Israel Defense Force's boarding and seizure of the six-ship Humanitarian Aid Foundation 
[JHH) flotilla Moy 31 remains the almost exclusive focus of media repcrting and GoT public 
statements. According to Turkish contacts the Turkish casualties - as many as nine deaths according 
to the Turkish and international press- were confined to Turkish-registered Mavi Mararnaris. The 
Turkish MFA estimated a total·of 560 passengers on board that ship, :353 of those Turkish. MFA claims 
33 Algerians, 31 Jordanians. 28 British nationals. between 10-2Dpossengers from Malaysia. Indonesia 
and Kuwait, respectively. and three AMC!Ts were also on board. The Mavi Marmoris and five olher 
ships in the flotllla have been diverted to Ashdod. 86 

told visiting CODEL Delahunt that the GoT is determined to have 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

its citizens and the Turkish ships returned quickly to Turkey. One .complicating factor, according to 
I ls the refusal of many of the Turkish activists to return voluntarily to 
Turkey; Israel has off.ered voluntary return to 100 of them who have refused; 200 more were to be 
offered voluntary return butTurkey feared they would olso refuse. Meanwhile.I pontinued, 
the Israelis were interrogating those refusing, 'treating them like terrorists or criminals.' We Infer the 
activists' hope to continue their protest of the Gaza embargo dndtheir puJSuit of media pubJlci!y by 
remaining in detention in Israel {see septel on the IHH chority thqt organized this flotilla). I faid 
that Turlcey would ask if Turkish officials could come to Israel to convince the activists to return to 
Turkey. The lsroell Embassy told us th!'l GoT also wants to dispatch two "hospital planes" to pick up the 
wounded Turks in Israel. The embassy laid us the Gal will like\y accede to this latter GoT request. 

5. {SBU) The Israeli Embassy tells us it is operating under "emergency procedures," with officeJS and 
dependents staying away from the Embassy. The Turkish National Police (TNP} has ramped up ifs 
protection of the Israeli Embassy and all US diplomatic facilities. Deputy Prime Minister Arinc publicly 
reassured Turkey's Jewish population that it faces no hostility from fellow Turkish citizens. PM Erdogan, 
departing Chlle on May 31, helpfully, echoed Anne's reassurances to Turkey's Jewish citizens, but also 
labeled the Israeli operation "state terrorism" and said Turkey would not remain passive or silent in the 
face of such a provocation. He recounted in detail a version ofthe·boording that emphasized the 
peaceful intent of the Mavi Marmaris'possengers: "fheywere waving white flags." ''fhis is a national 
cause," he said, "we will take Tl up. Israel never p.ays for the sins it commits. Thot is unacceptable. 
There are hundreds of Security Council resolutions. Israel ignores them oil. No longer!" FonMin 
Davutoglu strongly condemned Israeli actions In a statement to the. UN Security Council May 31. 

6. (SBU) GOT and public reactions to the UN Security Council President's statement have been 
positive. National ne.wspaper Hurriyet called it "the strongest statement so far." Many Turks are 
looking for a stronger condemnation of Israel, especially from the US. In reaction to the Department's 
May 31 statement on the issue, ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) spokesman Huseyin Celik 
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said "the U.S. has only expressed their grief. This is not something that is expected from the United 
States. This is the end result of vetoes by the permanent members of the UN Security council. Israel 
has been spoiled by them. We hope that ii will be a lesson for the entire world. And, it will raise long 
awaited voices by humanity against Israel. which should hove been loudereortier." 

PKK AITACK A FURTHER COMPLICATION 

COMMENT 

s. {C) Most senior Turkish politicians have been quick to condemn Israel as wholly responsible for the 
flotilla incident, and all Turks 9re lo:k:"na ta the.lJSlcu:ondemn Israeli action. s .The llNSC Presldeofs 
S1a1emenl was received well,J _____ 1.4(B) 
'--c~-~--~-' We are somew a heartened by quiet cooperation between Tui'l<ey and lsroel1.4(D) 
defuse the crisis, as well as by columns by some Turldsh writers today who question whether Turke}B 1 d 
all it could to prevent this conlrontation (see septet media reaction). 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 
Declasslfy on: 
Drafted By: 
Cleared By: 
Approved By: 
Released By: 
Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

JEFFREY 

Jeremiah Howard, Acting POLCOUNS 
Por.tical 
Stale 
1.4 (b), (d) 

2020/06/01 
POL:Laura de Otalvaro 
Howard, Jetemiah H 
Silliman, Douglas A 
ANKARA:Howard, Jeremiah H 

ISTANBUL, AMCONSUL IMMEDIATE; CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL IMMEDIATE; 

AFOSI OET 521 ANKARA TU IMMEDIATE; t.,.INF-1 C2X BAGHDAD IQ IMMEDIATE; CIA 
WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE; DIAWASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE; EUCOM POLAD 
VAIHINGEN GE IMMEDIATE; JOINT STAFF WASHINGTOl'lOC IMMEDIATE; NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE; SECDEFWASHINGTON DC 
ROUTINE; EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTNE IMMEDIATE; ZEN/AMCONSUL ALMATY; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL ADANA; ZEN/AMEMBASSY PODGORICA; ZEN/AMCONSUL 
VLADIVOSTOK; ZEN/AMEME!ASSYMINSK; ZEN/AMCONSUL DUSSELOORF; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG; ZENfAMCONSUL LEIPZIG; ZEN/AMCONSUL ST 
PETERSBURG . 

Meladata.dal 

POL, EAC 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Shannon: 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 04, 2010 5:19 AM 
Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul) 
Ahn, Michael; Quinn, Shannon D 
RE: Gaza Flotilla cargo 

Working 

I infer from Sal's message immediately below that the GoT may now be viewing the manifests as "evidence" to be 
conserved for an investigation. I don't think we'll be able to get a hold of them easily. 

--Jerry 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 11 :22 AM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul) 
Cc: Ahn, Michael; Quinn, Shannon D 
Subject: RE: Gaza Flotilla cargo 

f 10 

IHH said that copies of the official manifest should be requested from the Turkish Foreign Ministry or the Directorate of 
Customs. They said that they were aware that the GOI stated that other items were in the cargo but think they may 
have planted them. 

When I met with them they did invite me and other diplomats to inspect the cargo before it was sealed. 

Sal 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED·------------------­
From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
sent: Friday, June 04, 20108:19 AM 
To: Dayton, John W (Win} (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Cc: Ahn, Michael; Quinn, Shannon D 
Subject: FW: Gaza Flotilla cargo 

Hey, Sal: 

Any chance you could deploy your considerable charm to spring a cargo manifest out of IHH? 

PRM is asking. 

--Jerry 
[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
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Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

This email is UNCLASSIAED __________________ _ 

From: Miles, Barbara J 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 B:13 AM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H; Howard, Jeremiah H 
Cc: Quinn, Shannon D; Silliman, Douglas A 
Subject: RE: Gaza Flotilla cargo 

Can one of you help Shannon? Thanks 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED __________________ _ 

From: Quinn, Shannon D 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:37 PM 
To: Miles, Barbara J 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla cargo 
Importance: High 

Hi Barbara, 
I'm trying to gather as much detail as I can on the cargo that was aboard the Gaza Aid Flotilla when it was inter.cepted in 
international waters. I was reading your Daily Briefs and I wonder if you would if anyone at Embassy Ankara might have 
cargo manifests from the flotilla ships that departed from Turkey. I'll reach out to our friends in Athens t.o see if they 
have anything on the ships that joined from Greece. We are trying to compare what was supposed to be onboard vs the 
GOI accounting to see if there are any discrepancies. For example, Ha mas and others are alleging that the cargo included 
cement and the GOI has said there was none aboard. 
Whatever help you could give me in tracking this info down would be very much appreciated. 
Best, 
Shannon 

Shannon Quinn 
Palestinian Refugees Program Officer 
Office of Assistance for Asia and the Near East 
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 
Office: (202) 453-9295 Mobile: (202) 569-1722 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F:2010-04163 Doc No. C18751093 Date: 0910512012 
~ELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,Bs;1.4(D)J 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sont: Friday, June 04, 2010 10:13 AM 
To: Schrank, Alexander O; de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Cc:: Marsh, Denise M; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Ahn, Michael 
Subject: RE: Short-fuse request for info on eonversations With Turks pre-llotma 

CatetJories: Working 

--Jerry 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 

From: Schrank, Alexander D 
Stint: Friday, June 04, 2010 4:05 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvar'O, Laura H 
cc: Marsh, Denise M; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J 
SUbject: FW: Short-fuse request for info on conversations with Turks pre-flotilla 

Dear Jerry, 

Many thanks, 
Alex. 

From: Riiey, Robert J 
sent: Friday, June 041 2010 8:53 AM 
To: Marsh, Denise M; Schrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J; Goodman, !Ian A 
CC: Bally, Jess L 
SUbjed:: FW: Short-fuse request far info on conversations with Turks pre-llob11a 

Robert J. Riley 
Deputy Ditcct<>t 
Office ofSo1>them Et1t0pcan Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S~ Department·ofSt:a.te 
()fli<e,202-647-5110 
Cclh 202-374--0849 
riJeyrj@.state.sgov:gov 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 2:11 AM jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Serlior Revie~ 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S: Department of State Case No. F2010·04l63_ Doc No. C18751093 Date; 09/0512012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751093 Date: 09/0512012 

TO: Riley, Robert J; Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess Li Marsh, Denise M; Schrank, Alexander 0 
Subject: RE: Short-fuse request for info on conversations with Turks pre-fl~tilla 

Sensitf\le 

This email is UNUASSIFIED ________________ _ 

From: Riley, Robert J 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 2:39 AM 
l'o: Jeffrey, James F; Siiiiman, Douglas A 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Kaldanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; Schrank, Alexander D 
Subject: Short-ruse requeSt far info on conversations with Turks pre-flotilla 

Ambassador and Doug, 

As always, if we could have this by our DOB, it would be much appredat~d. Many thanks, Bob 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Friday, May 21!, 2010 11:08 AM 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

To: Gordon, Philip H; McEldowney, Nancy E; 'esherwood-randall@nsc.eop.sgov.gov'; 'Brink, Bridget A.'; Kaidanow, Tina 
S; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Hof, Frederic C; Cunningham, 
James B; 'Shapiro, Daniel B.' 
Subject: RE: MFA ON IHH GJJ;ZA CONVOY: 

~~--~-~~~~~--~--~ 

i 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751093 Date: 09105/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751093 Date: 09/05/2012 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classlflcation: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: James F. Jeffrey, Ambassador, EXEC, Slate 
Re1>Son: 1.4(b), (d) · 
Declassify On: 2020/05/28 

Rn be rt J. Riley 
Deputy Director 
Office 0£ Southern European Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S. Deparanent ofStoce 
()flicc:202-647-5120 
Cell: 202-:l7+-0849 
rilcy~@st•te.sgov.gov 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751095 Date: 0910512012 

I ?0 
,.L;;.!i:i&l.C.;;.;.;ri-st;;,;;in_a_A;.;.,. ____________ ....j.RELEASED IN PART .o::t--------

1.4(8),81, 1.4(0),NR,86 
Fro1n: 
sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

lliH flotilla 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Iran 

• 

• 
• 

• 

de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Thursday, June 1 O, 201 O 11 :24 AM 

rAokara:fOlltical; Amc;>deo, Salvat.ore ~lslaJnbultillfl~on, John W (Win) Ostanbul);I 
L _pv USAF USAFE 39 OS/IN.. Civ USAF USAFE 39 OS/JN' ~-~ 
""'N~o~le_s.,...from Meeting with 86 

Working 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlewerj Const. Ct review of referendum · 

• 

I 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of state Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751095 Date: 09105/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State ·case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No .. C18751095 Date: 09/05/2012 

• 
• 

T 
Tur~ev..Jsrael Relations 

• 

• 

I 
L_·--··----------------------------~ 

Laura H. de Otalvaro 
Internal Unit Chief and Labor Attache 
Politlcaf Section 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Tel: 90.312.457.7171 
Cell: 90.533.523.3592 
IVG: Switch 295, ext. 7191 
Cl!" Please consider the ia-nvlronrnent before printing this email 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Cl8$Sifieatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Laura H. de Otalvaro, lnterna! Unit Chief, Political 5ection, U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On:2020100110 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010:04163 Doc ~o. C18751095 Date: 09/0512012 
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, UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of s·iate Case No.· F-2010-04163 -Doc No. Ci8751097 Date: 09105/2012 

Lo , Cristina A. 

From: 
Se"t: 
To: 

Sobjoot: 

Categories: 

[ 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Laura H. de Otalvaro 

de.OtalYaro, Laura H 

RELEASED IN PART 
1.4(B),B1 ,1.4(D),NR,B6 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 7:10AM 
Ankara-Political; l ):;ivUSAF USAFE 39 OSllN';I Jr'" USAF 
USAFE 39 OS/IN'; Amodeo, Salvatore A (lstlinbul); Dayton, John W (Win)Sfanbul); Hood, 
Courtney M (Istanbul) 
Notes from meeting wit 

Working 

1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlew:!IJ 

Internal Unit Chief and Labor Attache 
Politicat Section 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Tel: 90.312.457.717l 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department ofState Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751097 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No." F-2010..04163 Doc No. C18751097 Date: 09/05/2012 

Cell: 90.533,523.3592 
IVG: Switch 295, ext. 7191 
06 Please consider the environment before printing this email 

Sensitivity: Sensttive 
Classlflcatfon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Clll!lsifled by: Laura de Otalvaro, lnlemal Unit Chief, Political Section, U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On:2020/06/16 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Departmeryt of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751097 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09/05/2012 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,BS,1.4(Dj,NRJ 
Logg, Cris.tina A .., ( 
From: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Sent: Thursday, June '7, 201010:11 AM 
To: 
SubJeet: 

O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Mn., Michael 
RE: FW: G01: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

Categories: Working 

----------------·---·-· . 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
S..nsitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message In thread; 
Declassify On: 2020/06/17 

From: D'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 4:47 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; Ahn, Michael; de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Subject: FW: GD!: FLOTILLA JUSTSYMPTDM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

From: SMART Core 

S..nsitlvily: Sensitive 
Classlficalion: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message ln thread. 
Doclassify·On:2DW/06/17 

[REVIEW_A_U_T_H_O_R_ITY_:_S_h_i1ro_n_A_h_m_a-d,-Sen-ior Reviewer) 

Sent: Thurnday, June 17, 2010 09:46;16 
Pistana, Robert ; Mineo, Mark R; Eppler, Dale B; Wi111ler, Kami A; Lee, Robert D; Keen, Berna; 
Borenstein, Jeffrey D; Kiel, Stephanie; Litke, Sara L; Godfrey, Anthony F; Basso, Dianne L; Tumer, 

To: Courtney L; Ahn, Michael; Reynolds, Carol T; O'Orady, Daniel J; Silliman, Douglas A; Hunter, 
Rodney M; Apgar, Julia E; Arvey, Jason M; Price, Adam P; Deblauw, Kim J; de Otalvaro, Laura H; 
Miles, Barbara J; Leary, Thomas M; McCarter, Jennifer L; Hessler, Robert E; Howard, .feremiah H 

' UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of.StEl!e Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09105/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Dale: 09/05/2012 

Subject: GO!: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Action Office: 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Senslthlity: 

Reference: 
Subject: 

Sensitive 

POL, ECON 

10 TEL AVIV 1326 
Jun 17, 2010/110853Z JUN 10 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

12958 
PREL, ECON, MCAP, TU,. IS 
SIPDIS 
Sensitive 
A. TEL AVIV 1285 B. ANKARA 827 C. TEL AVIV 597 D. 09 TEL AVIV 2526 
GOI: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

CONFIDENTIAL TELAVIV001326 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/11/2020 
TAGS: PREL, ECON, MCAP, TU, IS 
SUBJECT: GOI: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

REF: A. TEL AVIV 1285 
B. ANKARA 627 
C. TEL AVIV 597 
D. 09 TEL AVIV 2526 

ClassifJed By: A/DCM Marc J. Sievers, reasons 1.4 (b),(d) 

1. (CJ SUMMARY: Israel officials see the rapid decline in 
relations with Turkey following their raid onrl=he~M=av~\ ----, 
Marmara as part of a drawn--0ut proce$s. L-,-..~~----' . . . ·~.~-~ 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09/05!2012 

Mavi Marmara Just the Spark 

2. (C)NDCM and NPOICouns met June9 with Naor Gllon, MFA 
Deputy Director Genera! for Western Europe (NS equivalent), 
Int Lillian, Director of the Turkey desk, and Amir Maimon, 
Minister Counselor for Turkey, Greece and Cyprus to discuss 
Israel-Turkey bilateral relations In the wake Of the Gaza 
flotilla crisis. GUon said that the future of the~----~ 

atilmsbiP would be determJned..l!Y..Illl:l!f~-------; 

3. (C) Therefore, the crisis had been there already,_ and had 
Just ne.ed.!ld_asoark, The Mavi Marmara orovided the oroximate 
causeL______ ] 

[_ci_I_ 
3 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case ~o. F~2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09/0512012 

1.4(8) 
1.4(D) 
81 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18l51098 Date: 09105/2012 

------· ····----··--·-···---- NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09/05/2012 

CUNNINGHAl1.C 

Signature: 

Classified By: 
Reason: 
Declassify on: 
Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

CUNNINGHAM 

A/DCM Marc J. Sievers, 
1.4 (b),(d) 

06/1112020 

ANKARA, AMEMBASSY PRIORITY; NSC WASHOC PRIORITY, ARAB ISRAELI 
COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 

m etadata.dat 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
POL, ECON 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Sensitive 

5 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751098 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09105/2012 

loRP, Cristina A 
\RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),BUl5,1.4{D),NRJ 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sen1: Thursday, June 17, 2010 11:09 AM 
To: 
Subject: 

O'Gtady, Daniel J; Ahn, Michael; de Otalvaro, Laura H 
RE: FW: GOI: FLOTILLA JUST SYMP1'0M OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

Categories: Working 

This document is CONF!DENTIAL when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensitivity; Sensillve 
Class!flcation: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 

Derived from previous message in thread. 
2020/06117 

Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 4:47 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H; Ahn, Michael; de Otilvaro, Laura H 
Subject: FW: GOI: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS wrrn TURKEY 

From: SMART Core 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020/06/.17 

Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 09:46:16 

f 17 

1.4(0) 
81 
85 

Pistana, Robert; Mineo, Mark R; Eppler, Dale B; Witmer, Kami A; Lee, Robert D; Keen, Berna; 
Borenstein, Jeffrey D; Kiel, Stephanie; Litke, Sara L; Godfrey, Anthony F; Basso, Diarute L; Turner, 

To: Courtney L; Ahn, Michael; Reynolds, Carol T; O'Grady, Daniel J; Silliman, Douglas A; I!unter, 
Rodney M; Apgar, Julia E; Arvey, Jason M; Price, Adam P; Deblauw, Kim J; de Otalvaro, Laura H; 
Miles, Barbara J; Leary, Thomas M; Mccarter, Jeunirer L; Hessler, Robert E; Howard, Jeremiah H 

Subject: GO!: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Sensitive 

[REViEWA:ufHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Revlewea 

l 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010:04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09/0512012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09/0512012 

I. 

Action Office: 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
from: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Sensitivity: 
Reference: 
S~bject: 

POL, ECON 

10 TEL AVIV 1326 
Jun 17, 2010/110853Z JUN 10 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

12958 
PREL. ECON, MCAP, TU, IS 
SIPOI$ 
Sensitive 
A, TEL AVIV 1285 B. ANKARA 827 C. TEL AVIV 597 D. 09 TEL AVIV 2526 
GOI: FLOTlu.A JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

CON Fl 0 ENT IAL TELAVIV001326 

SIPDIS. 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/11/2020 
TAGS: PREL, ECON, MCAP, TU, IS 
SUBJECT: GOI: FLOTILLA JUST SYMPTOM OF PROBLEMS WITH TURKEY 

REF: A. TEL AVIV 1285 
B. ANKARA 827 
C. TEL AVIV 597 
D. 09TELAVIV2526 

Classified By: A/DCM Marc J. Sievers, reasons 1A (b),(d) 

Mavi Mannara Just the Spark 

2. (C) NDCM and A/PofCouns met June 9 with Naor Gilon, MFA 
Deputy Director General for Western Europe (AIS equivalent), 
lrit Lillian, Director of the Turkey desk, and Amir Maimon, 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. CHJ751099 Date: 09/0512012 

NR, 



StateDept01956

' . 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09/05/2012 

Minister Counselor for Turkey, Greece and Cyprus to discuss 
Israel-Turkey bilateral relations in the wake of the Gaza 
flotilla crisis. Gilon said that the future of the ~--------~ 
relationship would bedet&r1!lined by Turkey. 

3. (CJ Therefore, the crisis had been there already, and had 
just needed a soark. The Mavi Mannara orovi ded the oroxlmate 
-~!tl?el 

4. (C)j 

5. (C)I 

Security Relationship Affected 

3 

I 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09/05/2012 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

1.4(8) 
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81 

NR 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C187S1099 bate: 09/0512012 

NR 

Intelligence Issues 

Trade Relationship in Doubt 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09/0512012 

CUNNINGHAM 

Signature: 

Classlfled By: 
Rea.son: 
Declassify on: 
Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dli;semlnatlon Rule: 

CUNNINGHAM 

A/DCM Marc J. Sievers, 
1.4 (b),(d) 

06/1112020 
ANKARA, AMEMBASSY Pf?IORITY, NSC WASHDC PRIORITY, ARAB ISRAEU 
COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 

metadata.dat 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
POL, ECON 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Sensitive 

5 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751099 Date: 09105/2012 

NR 
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. -
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of state Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751100 Date: 09/0512012 

[RELEASED IN PART B1 ,B6,B7{C),1.4(D),B6) f' \8 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Sensitive 

Arvey, Jason M 
Friday, June 18, 201-0 3:55 AM 
O'Grady, Daniel J; Ahn, Michael 
Howard; Jeremiah H 
RE: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE 
FLOTILLA 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 10:34 AM 
To: Ahn, Michael 
Cc: Howard, Jeremiah H; Arvey, Jason M 
Subject: FW: FW: .JHH WAITING FORlNVESTIGATION RESULTS 10 DEODE ON RJTURE FlOTILLA 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: S!lffman, Douglas A 
sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 8:36 AM 
To: Appleton, Richard H; O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: FW: FW: lHH WAITING FOR INVESITGATION RESULTS 10 DECIDE ON FUTURE FLOTILLA 

Rich, Dan, 

Thanks, (REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S.' Department of State Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751100 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1875f 100 bate: 09/0S/2012 

Doug 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
9D-312-455-5555 x719D 

This document is CONFIDENTlAL when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Derived from previous message in thread. 
2020/06/16 

From: 8aily, Jess L 
Sent: Friday, lune 18, 2010 2:33 AM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: Kaidanow, Tina S; Mar:sh, Denise M 
subject: FW: FW: IHH WAITING FOR lNVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUllJRE FLOTILLA 

Doug, thanks for this. 

_____________ ,, ____ _ 
Jess 

This document is CONFIDENTIAL when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classlficatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Jess Bally, Director, EUR/SE, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06117 

From: Holmstrom, Todd 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 6:00 PM 
To: Bally, Jess L; Walles, Jaoob 
Subject: RE: FW; IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON ftrTURE FLOTILLA 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751100 Date: 09105/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. Ci8751100 Date: 0910512012 

Thanks, Jess. Jake replaced Maura. 

From: Baily, Jess L 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 5:24 PM 
To: Holmstrom, Todd 
SUbjed:: FW: FW: lHH WAITING FOR lNVESITGA.TION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FlJTURE FLOTILLA 

Sending to you Todd as Maura and Tom have left. 

Sensitive 
This emaH is UNCtASSlFIED. 

From: Siiiiman, Douglas A 
sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 9:01 AM 
To: EUR·SE-DL; Brink, Bridget A.; Kaldanow, Tlna S; Baily, Jess L 
Cc:: Sievers, Marc J; COnnelly, Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subje<:t:: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE FLOTIU.A 

IHH account of Gaza flotilla and other topics given to ConGen Istanbul. 

Doug 

Sensitivity: SenslHve 
Classiflc:atlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 d 
Declassify On: 2020/06117 

From: SMARTCore 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 02:45:10 

To: 

Cc: 

Pistana, Robert; Mineo, Mark R; Witmer, Kwni A; Lee, Robert D; Keen, Berna; Borenstein, Jeffrey 
D; Kiel, Stephanie; Godfrey, Anthony F; Basso, Dianne L; Ahn, Michael; Reynolds, Carol T; 
O'Grady, Daniel J; Silliman, Douglas A; Hunter, Rodney M; Ogle, Karil!l L.; DeLuigi, Christiaan E; 
Arvey, Jason M; Price, Adam P; Deblauw, Kim J; Yountchi, Suzanne M; de Otalvaro, Laura H; 
Appleton, Richard H; Miles, Barbara J; Leary, Thomas M; Hessler, Robert E; MassoudAnsari, 
Kurosh; Howard, Jeremiah H 

J ]iydea.usdoj.sgov.gov; Eppler, Dale B; Kolega, Alen; Brooks, Judith A; Roundy, Brian A; B7(C) 
Klopp, Deborah A; Hamilton, Elizabeth H 

Subject: IHH W AIT!NG FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE FLOTILLA 

CONFIDENTJAL 
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!RELEASED IN PART B61 

logg, Cristina A 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday, June 18, 2010 10:39 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
RE: Subject: 
L-~~~~~~~~ 

Categories: Working 

Wow. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 5:25 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Miles, Barbara J; Kramer, Diana L 
Subject: RE: 

Dan, 

According to Suheyla, 

Michael 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 4:43 PM 
To: Ahn, Michael 
Cc: Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Miles, Barbara J; Kramer, Diana L 
Subject: RE: 

Nice work. I forwarded this to the AMB. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. · 

From: Ahn, Michael 
sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 4:23 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751101 Date: 06/28/2012 
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Cc: Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaroj Laura H; Miles, Barbara J; Kramer, Diana L 

Subject: I~------~-
Dan, 

old us today IHH has not/not endorsed the launching of a new 
~f~lo-ti~ll-a.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

He said he attended a press meeting in Strasbourg two days ago where a representative from a French (?) NGO 
announced a new flotilla would be launched in the second half of April. CJ.aid he did not make a statement about 
IHH's joining the new flotilla, but did acknowledge his presence at the meeting (as the official IHH representative) could 
have been misconstrued by the media as an endorsement. He said IHH leaders are currently trying to pursue legal 
action against Israel and asked for USG support. 

c=:=Jconfirmed the Mavi Marmara embarked under a Comoros flag. He said IHH purchased the previously Turkish­
flagged ship directly from the municipality. According to the IHH website, IHH purchased the ship from Istanbul 
Seabuses and Fast Ferries Inc (IDO). 

~asked for information regarding his U.S. visa. He was unable to attend a meeting in New York because hisLJ 
visa is only good for transit. He said he has another valid visa in an expired passport which he will try to find. Diana 
Kramer confirmed has a validQisa (Sept. 2010 expiration date , However isas are onl issued to 

Diana said his visa application lists him as This is ne~w-s~t_o_m_e_.~ 
~w~ill~a-s~k~D~ia_n_a_a_n~d~~~-or clarification. 

Michael 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

.. 
Sensitive 

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 18, 201012:20 PM 
Ahn, Michael 
IHH Denies July Flotilla Launch.docx 
IHH Denies July Flotilla Launch.docx 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1,4(D},B6] ra I 
logg, Cristina A 

From: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2010 8:34 AM 
To: Ankara-Political; Amodeo, Salvatore A pstanbul); Dayton, John W (W~tanb~ood, 

Courtney M {Istanbul); I _ Clv USAF USAFE 39 OS/IN'; Clv USAF BS 
USAFE 39 OS/IN' . ,-----------] -
Noles from meeting wit~ 1 .4{B) Subject: 

Categories: 
1.4(0) 

working B1 

This was a regular quarterly meeting . 

• 
1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

• Davutoglu will visit Paris, London and Berlin soon, mostly to clarify Turkey's position on the investigation into the 

1.4(0) 

• .Mavi Marmara, and anti-Israel statements. 
1
.4(B) 

81 I • ['~'"'° "'''" Oh•"'h • '""'"'""'"'"""'--t_n_o_w_. '-----------------1.4(8) 
1.4(0 
B1 

• The European Heads of Mission are meeting wit 1.4(6)] 

----~-~~~~ 
• lnterestfriithat CHP is up to 102 deputies as of last nightj 1.4(8) 

I ~·:(D)I 

• He has heard the CHP and BDP are meeting to discuss the j)()tential for a coalition in the nei<telectlons. _f .4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

---~ ~==::!:::::::':~-=-==-=-~·-·============================================-~--

• [_ - · ---- --- -----l[EVIEW AUTHORITY: --Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlew-;f)--i:~m~ 
Laura 
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Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Laura de Otalvaro, Internal Unit Chief, Political Section, U.S. Embassy Ankara 
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lo , Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Thursday, June 24, 2010 8:59 AM 
Ahn, Michael 

RELEASED IN PART 
1.4(B),B1, 1.4(0) 

Subject: RE: FW: TURK TO JEDDAH CGS ON GAZ.A FLOTILLA AND ISRAEL: "THIS CANNOT 
STAND' 

Categories: Working 

Thanks. Turkey Is being consistent, at least. 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message In thread. 
Declassify On: 2020106124 

From~ Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2G10 1:28 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Subject: AN: TURK TO JEDDAH CGS ON Gf\ZA FLOTIUA AND ISRAEL: "THIS CANNOT STAND" 

FYI 

From: SMART Core 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message In thread. 
Declassify On: 2020106124 

Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2010 07:51 :53 
Pistana, Robm; Mineo, Marlc R; Wittner, Kami A; Lee, Robert D; Keen, Berna; Borenstein, Jeffrey 
D; Kiel, Stephanie; Godfrey, Anthony F; Basso, Dianne L; Ahn, Michael; Reynolds, Carol. T; 

To: O'Gtady, Daniel J; Silliman, l)Qugtas A; l{unter, RQC!ney M; Arvey, Jason M; Price, Adam P; 
Deblauw, Kim J; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Miles, Barbara J;Leary, Thomas M; Hessler, Robert E; 
Howard, Jeremiah H 

Cc: Brooks, Judith A; Hamilton, Elizabeth H 

Subject: TURK TO IEDDAH CGS ON GAZA FLOTILLA AND ISRAEL; "THIS CANNOT STAND" 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Action Office: 
Info Offla,: 

MRN: 

Date/DTG; 

POL 
AMB_INFO 

10 JEDDAH 167 
Jun 23, 2010 /230410ZJUN 10 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior 
Reviewer 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1875110S Date: 09/0512012 



StateDept01971
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From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Pass Line: 

AMCONSUL JEDDAH 
WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

12958 
PREl, GY, GZ, IS. KPAL, KPAO, KWBG, PBTS, SA, TU 
S!POIS 
NEA (JFEL TMAN); NEAIARP (JHARRIS AND JBERNDT); INR 

Subjoct: TURK TO JEDDAH CGS ON GAZA FLOTILLA AND ISRAEL: 'THIS CANNOT STAND" 

CON FI 0 ENT I A LJEDOAH000187 

SIPDIS 

NEA (JFEL TMAN); NENA RP (JHARRIS ANO JBERNDT); INR 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/2212020 
TAGS: PREL, GY, GZ, IS, KPAL, KPAO, KWBG, PBTS, SA, TU 
SUBJECT: TURK TO JEDDAH CGS ON GAZA FLOTILLA AND ISRAEL: 
'THIS CANNOT STAND' 

Classified By: Acting CG Jeffrey Hill fQr reasons 1.4 (b) and (d) 

1. (C) summary and comment: Turkish CG Salih Mutlu Sen 
invited Jeddah Consuls ~ltM.Wlirkirn:LlunchDnJ""a ?n 

to oresent Turl(e>/s view[_ 

Lunch participants expressed a desire and commitment to the 
quest for Middle East peace, but several expressed doubts 
that lsraolis share this commilmeni. End summary and comment. 

GE"'~J.I _J 
-=1~--· 
2. (C) On June 20, Turkish CG Salih Mutlu Sen hosted a lunch 
briefing for Jeddah CGs to present GOTs views on Israel's 
May 31 attack on a flotilla or six ships C11rrylng aid to 
Gaza. About 20 CGs attended, ini;ludlng all of the Arab CGs 
(except Libya and Iraq). and German French Indonesian 
Iranian Chinese and US.I 

2 
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GOT'S POSITION 

3. {C} CG Sen began his presentation by saving I 

I 

4. (U) Sen then presented the centerpieee of hi'! briefing: 
GOT,s •3 2" conditions that the GO! must meet before GOT 
would consider resuming normal bilateral relations; 

The three: 

- Formal apology for GFI; 
-Admission of commission of crime; and 
- Compensation plan ("moral and material") for victims and 
families of viotims of Gfl and the shipowners. 

The two: 

- Agreeing to a "credible, transparetit" lntemallonal 
investigation or GFI; and 
- Release of all $ill GFI ships to theif countries <lf origin. 

3 
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~·-·--·-----------------._..._._., 

ARAB WORLD: SUPPORT TURKEY, 

CONDEMN ISRAEL, BUT LOOK AHEAD 

8. (C) ln tum, the Lebanese, Palestinian, and Egyptian CGs 
spoke. All offered their strong support for Turkey and. 
condemned tor' Is . . 

ARAB WORLD NEEDS BE.TIER PR TO COUNTER !SRAEL. .. 

9. tg jCGs advised Arab and Muslim colla~--urct o iey 11eeo ~o do "better PR" and took at the 
full range of issues in the reclon and what thev want to 
achieve. I 

4 

1.4(8) 
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EYES ON THE PRIZE: MIDDLE EAST PEACE 

11. (C) NCG Hill thanked CG Sen for ho$tlng lhe working 
lunch and frank discussion of the GFI and peace In the 
region, reiterated the USG,s deep regret over the violence 
and loss ofllfe In the Gfl, praised Tuikey,s positive role 
in the quest for peaee and prosperity In the Middle Eest and 
Central Asia, and underscored other CGs, observations that 
all parties needed to I oak ahead and focus on the peace 
process, easing the suffering of Ga:zans and other 
Palestinians, and ensuring peaceful and mutually beneficial 
relations for all parties irt the region. Echoing the 
Ambassador,s emphasis in his Jeddah Town Hail meeting 
earlier this month. A/CG urged everyone to "keep our eyes on 
the prize" of peace In the region and how to get there. 

ARAB PEACE INITIATIVE STILL KEY 

12. (C) CG Sen\ ~ 

1

1 
I He added that he appreciate 

U.S. efforts with the GO! for the same~ay release of Turkish 
citizens to return to Turkev.r 1 

TURKEY 

5 
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CRISIS BEGETS BOTH DANGER AND OPPORTUNITY 

COMMENT 

Signature: 

Classified By: 
Reason: 
Declassify on: 
Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

HILL 

Acting CG Jeffrey Hill, 
1.4 (b) and (d) 

06122/2020 

BEIJING, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE', BERLIN, AM EMBASSY ROUTINE', DHAHRAN, 
AMCONSUL ROUTINE', ISTANBUL, AMCONSUL ROUTINE; ARAB JSRAELI COLLECTIVE 
ROUTINE 

metadata.dat 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

POL, AMB_INFO 
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logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

[RELEASED IN PART B6[ 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sunday, July 04, 2010 7:56 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
RE: Meeting with 

~----------~ 

Working 

Excellent. Thanks. I passed to the AMll. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Friday, July 02, 2010 2:37 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Cc: Miles, Barbara J 

Subject: Meeting with~---------~ 

I met with~-------------~oday. The key points mentioned are listed below. 

P23 

Contrary to what Today's Zaman reported today, the GoT will not close its airspace to commercial Israeli flights. 
c::::::::Jsaid this was never seriously c·onsidered. He said I I is very optimistic that Turkey-Israel relations are 
on the rebound. 

Chas seen new video footage of the Mavi Marmara incident which suggests shots were fired before the IDF 
commandos began fast-roping from the helicopters. He will send me a link to the video. 

As far a~ I knows, IHH is not planning to launch a new flotilla in the near future {and almost certainly not 
~-~ 

in late-July). 

gsaid TRT showed video footage of the mysterious "pamphlets" some of the IDF troops dropped. (The IHH's 
~ ~old us earlier these booklets had photos and descriptions of various Mavi Marmara 
~p-a-ss_e_n_g_e-rs-.)~1-~Jsaid \ I is trying to get a hold of one of these booklets or the original video from TRT. 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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H;t:.Lt:J\:;l:IJ IN I' AH: 1 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

[ __________ J 

Arvey, Jason M 
Wednesday, July 07, 2010 10:13 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
RE: Turkey Daily Brief - July 7, 2010 

Working 

1.4(B);S1,S5, 1.'4(0) 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL atlaclmient(s); 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classlflcation: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Derived from previous message in thread. 
2020107107 

from: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2010 3:35 PM 
To: Arvey, Jason M 
Subject: FW: Turl<ey Dally Brief-July 7, 2010 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensilivlty: Sensllive 
Classlflcatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Derived from previous message In thread. 
2020107107 

from: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sem:: Wednesday, July 01, 2010 12:39 PM 
Subject: Turkey Daily Brief - July 7, 2010 

CONFIDENTIAL 

July 7, 2010 

CC) Women's Issues Range from I :::J 
(Cl ICC Releases Its Report on the Gaza Flotl!la 
{C) Istanbul AKP Officials Disassociate US from Flotilla Attack 

\REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Alt mad, Senior Reviewer) 
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1\11 Media Highlights: f!a§bug Tables Three Proposals and Sends a Last WamingtoBarzani; Turkey Ready to Explode; 
Davutoglu Makes Adjustment jn Turkish Conditions for Israel: Obama Meets Ne);inyahu; Israeli Ambassador Likely to 
Leave Ankara Soon: BDP Deputy Poses in Front of Provocative Placard Calling for Revenge: MIT Improves Exchange of 
lntelliaence with the Army; Knife Edge Balance In Constitutional Court , 

CU) Upcomi11g Events: FM Davutoglu to Visit UK: PM Erdogan to Visit B9snla,Herzegovina and Serbia; PM Erdoc~ -~g~ 
Participate in Commemoration of Srebrenlca Massacre; Meeting in Istanbul on Turkey-EU Relatjons 9·1 
Women's Issues Range fro 
(C) Over 180 applications from non..govammental organizations (NGOs) from across Turkey for the SIGWl's Small Grants 
Initiative Program offered us some insights Into issues facing women in the country. Together with GWl's Ambassador-at­
la e Rene Renlck's visit lo Turke the submitted ro"ects Indicate 

~------------------------~(Ankara 977, Berna Keen, POL) 
Return to Top 

ICC Rele<111es Its Rep.;nton tile G.ai:a Flotilla 
(C) International Humanitarian Help- the organization better known by Its acronym, IHH -has published a report 
recording its version of what occurred on the "Ga Peace FJ ilia" lnterce led b Israeli soldiers, leavin nine pea e 
dead. The English-language report is 

e report$ a so i>klte at awyer& n a num r o 
countries intend to bring legal cases againsl the slate of. Israel to the International Criminal Court on behalf of the 
participants In the flotilla. (Ankara 97g, Jason Arvey, POL) 
Return t!l Top 

Media Hlghllghts 

• Milliyet reports on an interview with soon4Q-retire Chief of the General Staff llker Basbug in which he Indicates 
that Turkey Is growing Impatient for, decisive action by the US and by the Kurdish regionalgovernment In Northern 
Iraq against the EIQS.. 

• A Radikal wlumnist report$ that Turkey may soon launch across-boarder !!peralion against the PKK in Northern 
Iraq that would not be as limlted as wch ventures have been In tile past. . 

• Hurriyef reports Jn a column that confusion in Turkey about Turco-Israeli relations ls,on the rise, and compares the 
conditions for normalizaticm listed by Prime Minister Efdoqan With the slightly different condltl!!ns mentioned by 
Foreign Minister Dallllt®IU. 

• A Zaman report on President Obama's meeting with Israeli Prime Minister BenjamlnNeiany;ihu s.tates that the 
meeting failed to reduce terislons between Israel and Turkey, as Israel has continued to refuse to apologize. 

• Referans speculates on the progression of deterioration in bilateral ties between Tur1<ey and Israel, including the 
possibility that Israel will recall its Ambassador to Turkey. 

• Va/an reports on an incident in which BOP deputy Ibrahim Birinci attended the funeral of a terrorist at which 
posters calling for revenge were displayed. Chief of the General Staff llker Basbuij has condemned the act, 
saying that a call for revenge Is a call for killing of Turkish soldiers and thai BirinC:i should resign. 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. Ct8751107 Date: 0910512012 



StateDept01979

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F'2010-04163 Doc No. C18751fo7 Date: 0910512012 

• Mil/ivet reports that the new Intelligence undersecretary, Hakan. Fldan ls making Important changes in the fight 
against terror, included better Intelligence sharing between MIT and th.e Turkish military. The paper also notes 
that In time, MIT will be restructured. 

• Va tan reports that It Is unclear how the Constitutional Court wlll vote regarding the annulment of constitutional 
reforms. If the reforms are annulled, it will be by a narrow m•!llin. 

Return to Top - Read the Latest PAS-Ankara Media Reaction 

Upcoming Events 

• July 8 - Foreign Minister Dayutog!u to visit the UK 
• July 10-12 - Prjme Minister Erdogan will pay an official visit to Bosnia-Herzegovina and Serbia 
• July 11 - Saadet Party Conference In Ankara. 
• July 11 - Erdoaan and FM Davutog!u will participate in commemoration of the Srebrenlca massacre 
• July 13 - FM Davutoglu and chief EU negotiator will meet with EU officials In Istanbul to discuss Turkev-EU 

rel9tions. 

Return to Top 

Links to MoN Info on Turkey 

Embassy Ankara's SIPRNet Website: Embassy Ankara 
Turkey Page on lnte!llpedia: Tuckey Page 
Turkey Human Rights Portal on lntellipedia: Turkey Human Rights Portal 
Latest Biographies on Turkey's Leaders: Turkey Bios 
Turkey Daily Brief Archives: TDB Blog 

Please direct Inquiries or report problems to Barbara J. Miles (Mllesbj@state.sgov.gov). 

Today's TDB Editor was Stephanie Kiel, PMA, Embassy Ankara 

Classifled by Political Counselor Dan O'Grady, E.O. 12958, reasons 1.4(b) and (d). 
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Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Interesting. 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Monday, July19, 2010 10:25AM 
Ahn, Michael 
RE: Huge IHH flotilla possible in Sept. 

Working 

This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 5:23 PM 

1::LEASED IN PART I 

To: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Arvay, Jason M 
CC: Miles, Barbara J 
SUbJect: Huge IHH flotilla possible in Sept. 

~w-e-e~k.~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
old me today of his meeting with IHH representatives last 86 

The IHH's[ ==~~~~==~==~~~~~==~----_.J[told~l --~~H was 
planning a:ill=sfilo flotilla In September (pend mg pohbcal develOpments). 

In a previous meeting, CJ told us IHH had no plans for a July launch but did say the next flotilla (no date given) would 
involve "10,000 passengers." 

I wish we could talk to IHH to get some clarification on the matter. 

Sensitive 
This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

l 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18'751109 Date; 09/05/2012 

!RELEASED IN PART BS,NR) 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Middle East Peace 

Sensitive 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Thursday, August 05, 2010 6:21 AM 
O'Grady, Daniel J 
Ahn, Michael 
RE: Potus Call to Erdogan [CONFIDENTIAL, Record) 

Working 

This emaIT is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 8:32 AM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
SUbject: FW: Potus call to Erdogan [CONFIDENTIAL, Record] 
Importance: High 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Colllns, Jeffrey S. [mallto:JCollins@nss.eop.S!Jov.gov] 
sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 3:36 AM 
To: Snliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: Bally, Jess L 
SUbject: Potus Gall to Erdogan (CONFIDENTIAL, Record] 
Importance: High r ... ,.. 
Gaza ~lotilla 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, S!nlor R1>viewerJ 
Talking points; 

• I was pleased that the UN established a panel to Investigate the Gaza flotilla tragedy: 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751109 Date: 09/05/2012 . 
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• We think It i• Important that both Turkey and Israel will be involved in the UN Inquiry. This is an opportunity for 
you and Israel to begin to rebuild you relationship. 

• We support the panel fully and we look forward to the partkipotion of Israel and Turkey. 

Background: UN Secretary General Ban Kl-Moon announced August 2 that the UN will launch a panel of inquiry to 
hwestigate the May 31 G·ai flot111a Incident th;;t left nine dead. The panel will be led by Geoffrey Palmer, former prime 
minister of New Zealand, as chairman and Alvaro Uribe, outgoing Colombian president, as vlce-chllir. Representatives 
from Israel and Turkey will be the panel's other two members. In announcing the.panel, Ban said he hopes the panel's 
work will "impact positively on the rell'tlonshlp between Turkey and Israel aswell as the overall sitllation in the Middle 
East." Emotions continueJ'QJ'.11.n]high in Turkey regarding the flotilla. Turldsh press has reacted I ~~~ 

Middle East Peace 

Thanks very much. 

Jeff 

2 
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logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sel'lt: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Categories: 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Tuesday, August 24, 2010 10:37 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
Miles, Barbara J; de Otatvaro, Laura H 
RE: CDA's a.m. meeting, August 24 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Working 

This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 4:57 PM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Miles, Barbara J 
Subject: RE: COA's a.m. meeting, August 24 

[RELEASED IN PART B5J 

The Turkish commission, headed by Amb. Mi that Rende, will include members of the MFA, Prime Minlstf)' Inspection 
Board, Justice Ministry, Security Directorate General, Interior Ministry Investigation Board, and the Maritime 

Undersecretariat.'-1 ---------------------------------' 
1· =i 

Turning this into a cable. 

Sensitive !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Revieweij 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751110 .Date: 09/0512012 
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Logg, Cristi.na A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

O'Grady,Danlel J 
Tuesday, August 24, 2010 12:04 PM 
Ahn. Michael 
de Otalval'(), Laura H 

RELEASED IN PART 
1.4(B),B1,B5,1.4(0 

Subject: RE: Israeli Embassy comment on Turkish investigaUon 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Follow up 
Completed 

Categories: Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED; 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 6:11 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: de otalvaro, Laura H 
subject: RE: Israeli Embassy comment on Turkish investigation 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 6:08 PM 
To: Ahn, Michael 
Cc: de otalvaro, Laura H 
Subject: FW: Israeli Embassy comment on Turkish Investigation 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Silliman, Douglas A 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, ZOlQ 6:01 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: RE: Israeli Embassy comment on Turkish Investigation 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751111 Date: 09/05/2012 
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Douglas A Silliman 
Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 5:48 PM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A 
subject: RE: Israeli Embassy comment on Turklsh Investigation 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Silliman, Douglas A 
sent: Tuesday, AuguSt 24, 2010 5;48 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 
SUbject: RE: Israeli Embassy comment on Turlcish investigation 

Douglas A Silliman 
Charge d'Affalres, a.i. 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2010 5:44 PM 
To: !!ally, Jess L 
Cr;: Silliman, Douglas A; Gregonis, Meghan E; Schrank, Alexander D; Riiey, Robert J 
subject: RE: Israeli Embassy comment on Turkish Investigation 

2 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751111 Date: 09105/2012 

We don't know much. Michael Ahn reports that the commission Is headed by Amb. Mithat Ren(!e, and Includes 
members of the MFA, Prime Ministry Inspection Board, Justice Ministry, Security Directorate General, Interior Ministry 
Investigation Board, and the Maritime Undersecretariat. 

Dan 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Bally, Jess L 
sent: Monday, August 23, 2010 9:32 PM 
To: O'Grcidy, Daniel J;. Howard, Jeremiah H 
Cc: Silllman, Douglas A; Gregonis, Meghan E; Schrank, Alexander D; Riiey; Robert J 
subject: Israeli Embassy comment on Turkish lnvestlgatlon 

Dan, Jerry: 

In a meeting last week, 

1.4(9) 
1.4(0) 
91 

Two questions: c,I -============r----------------~lonly recall 
seeing coverage in the press summary earlier this month, 

Jess 

Jess L. Baily 
Director 
Office of Southern European Affairs 
Department of State 
202-647-6112 
baUyil@state.sgov.gov 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classlfled by: Jess BaDy, Director, EUR/SE, Slate 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declasslfy On: 2020/08123 
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!Kl:Ll:Al>l:U IN l'AK I 1.4(t!J,t'1, 1.4(UJ,NKJ 

LC>gg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Great stuff Michael, 

Sensitive 

Mineo, Mark R 
Thursday, August 26, 20101;18 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
RE: Bits and pieces from my European contacts 

Working 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2010 7:57 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: Mineo, Mark R 
Subject: Bits and pieces from my I !contacts 

A couple interesting points raised during mvc:::=J lunch today: 

Michael 
[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewE!r) 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTfAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b), (d) 

1.4(8) 
1.4(D) 
81 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department_of State_ Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751112 Date: 09/05/2012 

NR 

1.4(D) 
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1.4(D) 
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I 

Declassify On: 2020/08125 
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~ELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,B5,1.4(0),B6I 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Ce: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Jess 

Baily, Jess l 
Monday, September 13, 2010 11:16 AM 

· Schrank, Alexander D; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Silliman, Douglas A; Ahn, Michael; Gregonis, Me9han E 
RE: FW: Turkey Expects 'Strong Report" on Flotilla from Human Rights Council 

Working 

This docwnent is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from SECRET attacbment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classificath>n: 
Derived From: 
Oei;lasslfy On: 

From: Schrank, Alexander D 

Sensitive 
SECRET 
OSCG 05-1 b, d 
2020/09/13 

Sent: Mondiiy, September 13, 2010 11:13 AM 
To; O'Grady, Daniel l; How&d, Jeremiah H; de Otall/aro, Laura H 
Cc: Silliman, Douglas II; Ahn, Michael; Baily, Jess L; GregonlS, Meghan E 
Subject: FW: FW: Turkey Expects •strong Report" on Flotilla from Human Rights Council 

Dear all, 

Thanks, 
Alex. 

S9llsitlvity: SensiUve 
Cfasslflcatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 b, d 
Declassify On: 2020109/13 

[REVIEW AUTHOFUfYL.~~aron Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

Sensitivity; Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET 
Derived Prom: DSCG 05-1 b, d 

1 

'UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751113 Date: 09/0512012 

BS 



StateDept01990
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I 

Declassify On:2QW/09/13 

From: SMART Core 
Sent: Wednesday,September08, 201010:11:02 

To: 

Cc: 

Hilton, Robert B; Brush, Jennifer L; Karngar, Leila J; Stickles, Mary P; Sonnners, Scott E; Doherty, 
Kathleen X; Kotheimer, Erin E; Hllmboste1, Charles P; O'Fla11agan, Liam J; Y akhedts, Anya ; 
Silverman, Lawrence R; Frantz, Amanda G; Goodman, Ilan A; Osinaga, Claudia W; Riley, Robert J; 
Scarlatelli, Adam W; Schrank, Alexander D; Saint~Andre, Yvette; Bistransky, Sheryl J; Boccbetti, 
Mark W; Roberts, Bernadette E; Fogo, Michael K; Miller, Deborah A; Fooks, Michael D; Savage, 
Caroline X; Sheow, Melissa; Sims, Tiffany K; Buzbee, John R; Abbaszadeh, Nima; Bofill, Mariju L; 
Jackson, Roscoe; Hackworth, Jason K; McKnight, Alexandra K; Pipkin, Alisande L.; Rcidhead, Van 
E; Surampudi, Rakesh X; Froman, David M; Birner, Timo!liy D; Espinoza, John L; Goldrich, Ethwi 
A.; Dean, Nathaniel P; Deretic, Zoja; Johnson, Seneca E; Konick, Elizabeth J; McCusker, Breeann M; 
Nardi, Alessandro P; Wolfe, Rachel E; Berry, Agne! H; Collins, Ronald; Norberg, Chad R; Pratt, 
Qiana L; Robinson, Sharon; Swall!I, Sarah J; Tervakosld, Mark A; Weathers,. Kamala N; Katsoulos, 
Athena O; Kerr, Robert C; Wy11tt, Courtni A; Cope, Aaron M; Hamilton, Joseph A; Pahigian, Anthony 
A; Pope-Murray, Pamela; Prosen, Richard L; Cunningham, Thomas R; Eldridge, Jennifer A; Has­
Ellison, John T; Ostfield, Marc L; 'Poisson, Beth L; Reasor, Loruri H; Davis, Bridget M; Moore, 
Kristian G; Efird, Cynthia C; Farmer, Kellee; Smith, Jennifer L; Marshall, Lisa R; Smith, Sammie; 
Toussaint, Marianne S; Westley, Catlterine J; Cavey,Michael J; Treloar, Jay B;Loth, Linda F; Waller, 
Robert P; Vovchuk, Dmitry; O'Brien, Valerie G; Knutson, Kallie; O'Donnell, Patrick D; Mckenzie, 
Kelly; Gregonls, Meghan E; M<:Cawley, David 

Subject: Turkey Expects "Strong Report" on Flotil.la from Haman Rights Council 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

DatelDTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

EUR__PRESS, RUS_DEP _DIR, SCE_PRlN, EUR_FO_STAFF, PGl_CVE, 
PGl_BLACK_SEA,WE_PORTUGAL, ERA_POL_USEU_DESK, ERA_DIR, SCE_BOSNIA, 
RPM_OSCE_ELECTIONS, UMB_BELARUS, GEORGIA, UMB__PRIN, SE_PRIN, 
SE_GRE:ECE, E:UR_FO_WE__PPO, SE_CYPRUS, SE_ TURKEY, PGl_CT, UMB_PD, 
RUS_POL, WE_UK, WE_FRANCE, SCE_MONTENEGRO, WE_IRELAND, WE_PD, 
WE_ITALY, ACE_SECURITY, CARC_CONFUcT_ADV,.CARC_Deputy_DIR, CARC_DIR. 
ERA_POL_MlDDLE_EAST, ERA_ECON, ERA.POL_DEM, ERA_POL_CENTRAL_ASIA. 
EUR_FO_RUS_UMB, EUR_FO_AS, SCE_CROATIA, EUR_FO_POAS, 
RPM_NATO_j\FGAN, RPM_OSCE_DESK, PGl_CIVIL_NGO, ACE_HUMANITARIAN, 
SCE_MACEOONIA, EUR_FO_CARC_SE 

10 ANKARA 1327 
Sep 08, 2010 I 081410Z SEP 10 

AMEMBP,SSY ANKARA 
WASHDC, SEC$TATE IMMfiDfATE 

13521> 
PGOV, PHUM,.PREL, UN, TU, IS 
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Captions: 
Pass Line: 

Subject: 

SIPDIS 
AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TOAMCONSULALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSYVILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS iO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO A.MCONSUL YEKAtERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
Turkay Expects "Stron!l Report" on Flotilla from Human Rights Council 

1.4(9) 
1.4(D) 
91 

1. (C) T ..... ,.•;_ ________________________ ,--.-CDA and PolOff 

September 7 that the GoTeletts af "strong report" critical of Israel actions against the Free Gaza flotilla from the 

Human Rights Council (HRC) said the HRC's Investigation will focus on Israel's alleged violations of human rights, 

the right to life, and to the freedom of expression surrounding the May 31 Mavl Manmara incident, both during the raid 

and in the aftermath. The flRC, he said, would not examine the legality ofthe blockade or the Israeli raid. Having 

submitted Turkey's own Investigation report to tile UN on September 2,r=:::Jsa1d he has some Idea of what he expects 

to appear in the final HRC report, including a catalog of "inhumane treatment" of the flotilla passengers by Israeli 

authorities. CDA expressed US concern that the HRC group would focus on elements critical of Israel, but might not 

examine the voracity of those claims or countervailing arguments with much vigor, which could ultimately lead to an 
unbalanced report. 

~ 00 2. {S6U)l__JPOke highly of the group of lawyers and experts of the fact-finding mission appointed by the President 

of the HRC, which ~isited Turkey August 22-29 to Inspect the Mavi Marmara and interview witnesses and go~ernment 

officials. The fact-finding mission is chaired by K. Hudson-Phillips; former j~dge of the International Criminal Court in the 

Hague, and also Includes Desmond de Silva, chief prosecutor Of the Sierra Leone War Crimes Tribunal, and Shanthi 

Dairiam, former member of the Committee on the Eliminatlon·of Discrimination Against Women. 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 
Declassify on: 
Drafted By: 
Cleared By: 
Approved By: 
Released By: 
Info: 

SILLIMAN 

Doug Siiiiman. CDA 
EXEC 
Stale 
1.4 (b). (d) 

2020109/08 

ANKARA:Ahn, Michael 
Pofiticaf:O'Grady, Daniel J 
Silliman, Douglas A 
ANKARA:Sllliman, Douglas A 

USUN NEW YORK, USMISSION ROUTINE; DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD ROUTINE", 

COMUSNAVEUR NAPLES IT ROUTINE", CDR USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL ROUTINE", 

CIA WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; DIA WASHINGTON DC ROUT/NC, EUCOM POLAD 
VAIHINGEN GE ROUTINE; JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; NATlONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC ROUT/NC, SECDEF WASHINGTON DC 
ROUTINE; EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVE ROUTINE; ZENIAMCONSUL ALMATY; 
ZENIAMCONSUL ADANA; ZEN/AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK; ZEN/AMEMBASSY 
MINSK; ZENIAMCONSUL DUSSELDORF; ZENIAMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG; 
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Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

ZENIAMCONSUL LEIPZIG; ZEN/AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
Metadata.dat 

DIS_EUR_PRESS, DIS_RUS_DEP _DIR, DIS_SCE_PRIN, DIS_EUR_FO_STAFF, 
DIS_PGl_CVE, PASS_BLACK_SEA, DIS_WE_PORTUGAL, 
OIS_ERA_POL_UsEU_DESK. Dls:..ERA_POL_DEM_HR, DIS_SCE_BOSNIA, 
DIS_RPM...;OSCE_ELECTlONS, DIS_UMB_!;JELARUS, DIS_ GEORGIA. DlS_UMEU'RIN, 
OIS_SE_PRIN, DIS_SE_GREECE, Ols_EUR_FO_WE_PPD, DIS_SE_C'l'PRUS, 
DIS_SE_TURKEY, DIS_PGl_CT, DIS_UMB_PO, DIS_RUS_POL, DIS_WE_UK, 
DIS_WE_FRANCE, DIS_SCE_MONTENEGRO, DIS_WE_IRELAND, DIS_WE_PD, 
DIS_WE,JTALY, DIS_ACE_SECURITY, DIS_CARC_CONFLICT, DIS_CARC_DEP_DIR, 
Dls_CARC_DIR, DIS_ERA_POL_MIDDLE_EAST, DIS_ERA~ECON, 
DIS_ERA_POL_CENTRAL_ASIA, DIS_EUR_FO_RUS_UMB, DIS_EUR_Fo~s. 
DIS_SCE_CROATIA, DlS_EUR_FO_PDAS, OIS_RPM_NATO_AFGAN, 
DIS_RPM_OSCE_DESK, OIS_PGl_CIVIL_NGO, OIS_ACE_HUMANITARIAN, 
DIS_SCE_MACEDONIA, DIS_EUR_FO_CARC_SE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(~!:!~~SEO IN PART 1,~E!),81 ,1.4(0).B!{Cl!!!i!l 1?)1 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Monday, $eptember27, 2010 2:2.B AM 
Ahn, Michael 
RE:: FW; MFA Statement on the UN Human fl;lghl$ Council's Gaza Flotilla Report; Another 
Gaza-bound Convoy 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2010 9:09 AM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Subject: RE: FW: MFA Statement on the UN Human Rights Council's Gaza Flotilla Report; AnOther Gaza-bound Convoy 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Saturday, September 25, 2010 6:37 PM 
To: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: FW: FW: MFA Statement on the UN Human Rights Council's Gaza Flotilla Report; Another Gaza-bound Convoy 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Saturday, September 25, 2010 6:28 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Subject: FW: MFA Statement on the UN Human Rights Council's Gaza Flotilla Report; Another Gaza-bound Cllnvoy 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010,04163 Doc No. C18751114 Date: 09/05/2012 
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Classlf!catlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message In thread. 
Declassify On: 2035109/25 

From: ·SMART Core 
Sent: Saturday, September 25, 2010 03:51 :35 

To: 

Cc: 

Miles, Barbara J; Read, Anthony M; Hunter, Rodney M; Hessler, Robert E; Basso, Dianne L; Ahn, 
Michael; Howard, Jeremiah II; Keen, Berna; Price, Adam P; Witmer, Kami A; Arvey, Jason M; 
Fuchs, Susmi; Gilmore, Bradley T; Roundy, Brian A; Proctor, Tony A; O'Grady, Daniel J; de 
Otalvaro, Laura H; Lang, Micha1.1l J; Sapp, Susan J; Godfrey, Anlhony F; Kolega, Alen; Pistana, 
Robert; Leary, Thomas M; Mineo, MarkR; Hill, LarryW;Miles, James W;.Guido, Deborah L; 
Keller, Tara D; Fernandes, Anthony C; Avery, David; Bijanlci, Ashwin; Dunn, Patrick M 
Appleton, Richard H; DeLuigi, Christi.aan E; HamiltQn, ElizabethH; Gardner, Janet M; Donelson, 
Lale ;I . . @dea.Cgov.gov; O~e, Kar. en~.; Klopp, D.ebQrah A; Yountchi, S~anne M; 
Jaworski, Rlchard E; dea.usdoj.sgov.gov;I ~dea.usdo1.sgov.gov; 
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1. (SBU) SUMMARY: The MFA issued a statement September 23 on the UN Human Rights Council's (HRC) fact·flndlng 
mission report on the May 31 Gaza flotilla interdiction (See para 6 for unofficial embassy translation). The statement 
supports the report's findings, which are highly critical of Gol actions, and reiterat"s calls for an Israeli apology and 
compensation. The NGO Viva Palestina has launched its fifth and most ambitious truck convoy to break Israel's ''siege" 
of Gaza. This "Lifeline 5" convoy will transit Turkey. The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and Humanitarian 
Relief (IHH), which played a leading role In the May 31 Gaza flotilla, will host the convoy whileit is in Turkey, but the GOT 
seems to have pressed IHH not to participate in the convoy as it continues southward. lifeline S's meandering route to 
Gaza appears designed not to deliver humanitarian aid expeditiously to Gazans, but to attract maximum media 
coverage. AMCITs may be considering joining the convoy. END SUMMARY 

2. (U) On September 23, the MFA released a statement endorsing the UN Human Rights Council's fact-finding mission 
report on the May 31 Gaza flotilla interdiction. The MFA describes the report as consistent with the GoT's own National 
Investigation and Examination Commission Report of September 1 (reftel). The statement repeats calls for an Israeli 
apology and compensation to the families of the nine Turkish-origin Mavi Marmara activists who were killed and to 
other participants suffering damages. 

3. (SBU) According to media reports, Viva Palestina, the NGO behind the January truck convoy to Gaza that ended in 
violence, launched its fifth convoy from London on September 18, again with the goal of "breaking the siege ofthe Gaza 
Strip." Viva Palestina expects this "Lifeline 5" convoy to grow to 200 vehicles by the time it reaches Llltakia in Syria. 
From there, the convoy is to be transported by ship to the Egyptian port of El Arlsh. Viva Palestina will try to enter Gaza 
via the Rafah crossing. Lifeline 5 Is scheduled to arrive in Istanbul on September 27. In Turkey, the convoy will oass 
through Ankara, Kayseri, Adana, Gaziantep, and Kllis .en route to Syria. The Egyptian Embassy here, which is trao1.4(B)ie 
convoy's progress, told us September 20 Viva Palestina has, so far, failed to contact Egyptian authorities about ;1 .4(D) 
intentions. 81 

COMMENT 

6. (U) BEGIN UNOFFICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF MFA STATEMENT 

No: 206 September 23, 2010 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

As one would recall, the UN Human Rights Council tasked an HRC mission on June 2, 2010to coUect data and find out 
the facts In order to study the attack and its consequences following the death of eight Turkish and one American citizen 
when Israel attacked a humanitarian assistance convoy destined for Gaza In intemaiional waters on May 31, 2010. The 
mission visited our country on August 22·29, 2010. 

We are pleased to see that the fact-finding mission presented its report to the HRC on September 22, 2010. 
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It is understood that the report, which was based on the testimonies of the witnesses, autopsy reports and the views of 
the experts, was a product of a comprehensive and detailed work. The report can also contribute to meeting the 
expectation of the international community that the investigation should be in line with international standards, fast, 
unbiased, acceptable and transparent, as mentioned In the SecuritY Council Presidency announcement on June 1, 2010. 

The bask assessments in the report were in line with the data and evaluations in our national report, prepared by the 
National Investigation and Examination Commission and presented to the UN lnvestigatfon Panel on September 1, 2010. 

We noted carefully the assessments thatin its report the fact-finding mission stated t.hatthe blockade on Gaza by Israel 
was illegal and thus the armed inteiventlon of Israel Into the convoy in international waters, too, was clearly illegal; that 
the lsrae]I troops used disproportional, unnecessar)' violence and incredlbleforce;and that the Intervention was a 
severe violat!(!n of human rights law and humanitarian law IJrDVislons and that the national Investigation that Israel 
initiated at the national level was far from being credible. 

With this report, lsraell public opinion may for the first time begetting information from an independent source 
concerning the violence and inhumane treatment by Israeli security forces againstthe members of the convoy on board 
the ship and later when they were under detention. We expect the Israeli authorities to draw the necessary concluslcm 
from the report, apologize by accepting responslbflity, and pay compensation to the wounded and the families of those 
who lost their lives during the offensive and to the passengers whose money and personal belongings were seized 
during the inteivention. 

In the future phases we will find it useful for the UN HRC to evaluate and follow appropriately the facHlnding mission 
report and also the UN Investigation Panel, too, in its work to eva!Uate carefully~his report, which was prepared in line 
with international standards and in an unbiased way under UN auspices. 
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1. (C) SUMMARY: 10 A/S Brimmer met with Turkish Ambassador 
Mlhat 
Rende to discuss the two UN lnvestioatlons of the flotilla Incident --~ 
ofMay31.I . 

IEND SUMMARY. 
~-~ 

2. (C) On September 22, 10 A/S Brimmer met with Turkish 
Ambassador 
Mihal Rende to discuss the various lnqul!ies Into the events 
related 10 the May 31 boarding by the Israeli Defense Forces ofa 
Gaza-bound flotilla. A/S Brimmer was joined by 10 DAS Nossel and 
EUR/SE Office Director Baily, Accompanying Amb. Rende was First 
Counselor Can Olzdar. 

3. (C) Brimmer began tile meeting by thanking Amb .. Rende for 
taking 
lime to speak about the inquiries Into the May 31 flotma incide_n_t __ ~ 
and acknowledging the imnortance of the matter to the GOT.I 
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Silliman, Douglas A 

Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Ahn, Michael; Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul) 
Subject: Tel Aviv Cable: FLOTILLA FACT-FINDING REPORT: WHAT NEXT? 

Categories: Working 

The entire three-paragraph cable is worth a scan. 

2. (SBU) Separately, the Turkel Commission appears to be 
winding up its work, and is hearing its final witnesses. 

Sensitive 
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SIPDIS 

E.O. 13526: NIA 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, TU, IS 
SUBJECT: FLOTILLA FACT-FINDING REPORT: WHAT NEXT? 

Flotilla Report in New York 

1. (SBUt 
I ltold Post October 7 that L:JNas unhappy with 
the referral of the HRC report of the Flotilla Fact Finding 
Mission to the General Assembly. Israel had reluctantly 
agreed to participate in the Palmer Commission under the 
auspices of the Secretary General precisely to avoid this 
result, and the Gol assumes that Turkey will raise the issue 
at the Third Committee. Israel had been quite unhappy with 
the behavior of the Turks in Geneva, as the Turks were not 
willing to negotiate. Israel was concerned about the 
possibility that the UNGA could ask the Palmer Commission to 
report to the UNGA rather than just to the Secretary General. 

I also said that the Go! had heard that IHH, the 
Turkish sponsor of the Mavi Marmara, was looking to raise the 
issue at the International Court of Justice. The Gol was 
concerned that the UNGA might try to establish a compensation 
fund like the registry it had created on the security fence. 

Turkel Commission 

2. (SBU) Separately, the Turkel Commission appears to be 
winding up its work, and is hearing its final witnesses. 
Commission chairman Yaakov Turkel will be granted a "double 
vote" in the commission's final deliberations as no new 
member will be appointed to replace Shabtai Rosenne. Post 
will observe the testimony of two Israeli citizens who were 
aboard the Mavi Marmara October 13. I 
~---------told us 0-c-to_b_e_r -8-th_a_t_w~h-ile~LJ-...,--' 
could not predict when the commission would wrap up its work, 
the fact that the commission was still hearing testimony 
suggestedc:::=Jhat Turkel wa~ not likely to be done before 
mid-November, at the earliest. i:::=:Jcomplained that the 
Turkish submission that was rushed to the Palmer panel was 
simply a forkish Ministry of Justice document, with "no 
pretense of independence." c:=:J:haracterized the Turkish 
behavior at the recent Human Rights Council session as 
"vicious" and suggested that, under the circumstances, he 
resented the Turkish implication that the Turkel Commission 
work was not credible. 

Indian "Flotilla" 

~(~BLJ)_I ~!so told_us that the .MFA was-cpf!f!"rneq 
~bout a new Indian "flotilla" that is currently being ______ _ 
.organized and scheduled to leave India December 7. Thaj 
~aravan would include over 500 peoRle and !<ll<?~Ld.Jray~] 
!>l!~<Omfl_yia !ra_~ •. ?yrii!!_ anc;t T!lr!<Ei!Yic:Jad no further 
details on this flotilla at this time. 
CUNNINGHAM 
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Subject: Tuesday PDB on Turkey-Israel 

Political 

What Happened 

• May 31, 2010: The Israel Defense Forces' {IDF) violent interdiction of the Gaza embargo-running "Free Gaza 
Flotilla" flagship Mavi Marmara leaves eight Turks and one Turkish-American dead. The Turkish MFA did 
attempt to dissuade the flotilla organilers, the Turkish lslarnfst NGO, IHH, frorn its course, but to no avail. The 
IDF claims IHH attacked its boarding party without provocation. 

• Demonstrations erupt in Istanbul and Ankara against Israel. The GoT does not send out its replacement 
ambassador; Its embassy is to this day run by a charge. The GoT demands compensation, some sort of 
international adjudication of Israeli culpabllity forthe deaths and a Gol apology. 

• A low-profile effort to resolve the dispute by Davutoglu and, I think, Labor Minister Ben Eliazer, fails when Israeli 
media break news of their contact. 

• Turkey seeks condemnation of Israel in the UN Human Rights Committee. 
• Ban Ki Moon secures Turkish and Jsraeli agreement to the Palmer Panel. The Gol sees the panel as doing no 

more than asseS5ing its Turkel Commission investigation's compliance with "international standards." The GoT 
may see the panel's responsibility as developing a common narrative for the events and decisions leading up to 
the deaths aboard the Mavi Marmara and. identifying culpable parties. 

• The Turkel Commission asks Turkish witnesses to the Mavl Marmara Interdiction to give testimony. They do not. 

What's Happening 
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Turkey Remains Mistrustful of Netanyahu's Government 

Posstble Movement on Tourism 

Commentators See Turkey as a Contrasting Model for Egypt 
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Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021 /06/13 

Monday, June 13, 2011 04:45:06 

Levin, Jan X 

Cc: 
TELAVIV-SMARTS; NICOSIA, SMARTS; JERUSALEM-SMARTS; ANKARA-SMARTS; Cairo­
SMARTS; USUN, SMARTS; PMAT (Pol-Mil Action Team); daria.darnell@incirlik.af.smil.mil 

Subject: IHH Reaches out to Israel 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MRN: 11 TEL AVIV 693 
Date/DTG: Jun 13, 2011 / 131344Z JUN 11 

From: AM EMBASSY TEL AVIV 
Action: WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

E.O.: 13525 1.4(B) 
TAGS: PREL, PARM, PTER, PHSA, KWBG, IS 1.4(0) 
Reference: A) 11 TEL AVIV 589 B1 
Subject: IHH Reaches out to Israel 

1. 

2. 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751130 Date: 06/28/2012 
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I 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Staie Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751130 Date: 06/28/2012 ~B) 
1.4(D) 

~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~B1~~~ 

3 

4 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 
Declassify on: 
Drafted By: 
Approved By: 
Released By: 

Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

GOLDBERGER 

Name: Thomas Goldberger, Title: Charge d'Affaires 
Office: Political section, U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv 
Agency: Dept of State 

1.4 (b), (d) 

2021/06/13 

TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 
EXEC:Goldberger, Thomas H 
TEL AVIV: Levin, Jan X 

NICOSIA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL ROUTINE; ANKARA, 
AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; CAIRO, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; USUN NEW YORK, USMISSION 
ROUTINE; NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; OSD 
WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE 

Metadata.dat 

Released Copy 

CONFIDENTIAL 

3 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751131 Date: 09/05/2012 
i'!.~~.EASED IN PART Bi, 1.4(D)j . 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

That's good news. Thanks. 

Godfrey, Anthony F.[AGodfrey@nss.eop.sgov.gov] 
Thursday, June 30, 201_ 1 8:33 AM 
Howard, Jeremiah H; Silliman, Douglas A 

· Ahn, Michael; Hay, Andrew W 
RE: (SBU) No IHH Participation in Freedom Flotilla 2 [CONFIDENTIAL, Record] 

Working 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H [mailto:HowardJH@st.ate.sgov.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 20117:49 AM 
To: Siiiiman, Douglas A; Godfrey, Anthony F.; EUR·SE-lU-DL 
Cl;: Ahn, Michael; Hay, Andrew W . · 
Subject: (SBU) No IHH Paltlclpatlon In Freedom Flotllla 2 

CONFIDENTIAl 

Citing a meeting he had had la.st Tuesday at IHHJ_ fold me June 30 none of th1 .4(0) 
NGO's members will be participating in Freedom Flomla 2. IHH representatives plan to hail some flotilla vessels at 91 
European departure ports, but they won't board. 

An apparently chafing IHH official also NGO had beeh instructed notto speak publicly about 
Its disengagement from the flotilla. The IHH official would not Identify the sour<:e of that instruction. 

Jeremiah Howard 
Political Counselor, Acting 
Embassy Ankara -Turkey 
T: -90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classlned by: J. Howard, A/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4{b), (d) 
Declassify On:2021/06f30 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751131 Date: 09/05/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1B751132 Date: 09/05/2012 

.!L~O:Ji.o W:.(j• ,:;:C::,:ri:;st~in:,i:a:::..!::A.1.... _____________ ,........,RELEASEO IN FULL,-+-----
Non-responsive deleted 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

_§e tember 9 2011 

Fernandes, Anthony C 
Friday, September 09, 2011 6:33 AM 
Fernandes, Anthony C 
Turl<ey DaDy Brief- September 9,.2011 

NR 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-201~4163 Doc No. C18751132 Da!e: 09/05/2012 

NR' 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751132 Date: 09/0512012 

Media Highlights 
• (U) Numerous media outlets report .on President Gui's comments on Israel calling it •ungrateful.' According lo 

Gui, Israeli officials four times contacted Turkey with apo!egy offers and each time before FM Davutoglu could 
obtain Turkish ""reemen~ th& Israelis stepped back al the last minute • 

• 

• According to Hurriyet and Zeman during an Al Jazfilera television Interview, PM Erdogan said' Turkish warships 
are authorlzed to protect our 1!hlps that carry humanitarian aid to Gaza. From now on, we will not let these ships 
be attaeked by Israel, as happened with the MaVi Marmara: PM.also said Israel has no light to carry out 
economic activities in the Mediterranean. Moreover, Turkey has.taken steps to address thls. However,~ . c· ... - ..... _,. ... ~ ..... ·--,,, "-

Refurn _ p 

Return to To11- Read the Latest Media. Reaction (11 ANKARA 1336) 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F•2010-04163 Doc No. C18751132 Date: 09/0512012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751134 Date: 06/28/2012 
!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D),NRI 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Thursday, November 10, 2011 7:10 AM 
Baily, Jess L; Stafford, Edward G; Fernandes, Anthony C; Hansen, Ralph S; Jaworski, 
Richard E 
Kim, Yuri J; Hay, Andrew W; Ahn Michael· Witmer, Kami A NR 
Israeli Embassy: Another Flotilla, 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A short chat November 10 with the Israeli Embassy here revealed: 

• 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, A/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b) 
Declassify On: 2021111110 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

1 

~----1.4(8) 
in Tunisia. 1.4(0) 

B1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751134 Date: 06/28/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751135 Date: 0910512012 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag status: 

From: Marstl, Denise M 

~ELEASED IN@ 

O'Grady,Daniel J 
Friday, Aprll 16, 2010 1 :31 AM 
Ahn, Michael; Kramer, Diana L; Price, Adam P 
Howard, Jeremiah H; Miles, Barbara J 
FW: Mltchell-Dawtoglu Mtg 

Follow up 
Flagged 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

Sent: Thursday, April 15, 2010 11:38 PM 
To: Kaidaoow, lina Si Siiiiman, DQugJas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah Hi Shampaine, Nl<Dle D; Giauque, 
Jeffrey G; Lawson, Chrlst:lne M; Knopf, Payton L 
Cc: Hof, Frederic C; Jeffrey, James F; Baily, Jess l; Riiey, RobertJ; S<:hrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J 
subject: Mitchell·Davutoglu Mtg 

All-

Below please find a readaut ofS/E Mitchell's meeting with Turkish FM Davutoglu on April 14. Participants induded 
Special Advisor Fred Hof, AMB Jeffrey, EUR/SE Director Jess Bally and Turkish AMB Tan (former Turkish Ambassador to 

Israel). 

On improving_!urkey-lsrael rela~!~ns: 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revle'W&i] 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010,04163 Doc No. C18751135 Date: 0910512012 

NR : 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No, C18751135 Date: 0910512012 

On weapons transfers from Syria to He;boilah: 

On the Turkish Humanitarian Aid Foundation llHHI convoy of ships to Gaza: 
Mitchell urged Dav to work with senior Turkish political figures to dissuade or shape positively the IHH's 
shipping plans. Stressing that the Turkish government was not providing any encouragement or support to 
IHH, Dav said he had already "warned" IHH, but ultimately cannot preventthem from sailing. He emphasized 
that IHH domesj:ically was under pressure to provide humanitarian assistance in key areas st1ch as Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Bosnia, and.the Palestinian territories. Wlth the assumption that Israeli approval of the Turkish pre­
fabricated housing project would be forthcoming shortly, Dav pointed outthat he c<>u1d share the housing 
project ap2roval with lHH, which could hefo dissuade the group from moving forward with Its planned flotilla 
to Ga!a. 

I .. ,,,..,. ...... , ............ , 

Denise M. Marsh 
Senior Turkey Desk Officer 
EUR/SE 
(202) 647-9749 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751135 Date: 09105(2012 

NR 

NR 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751138 Date: 06/28/2012 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Jeffrey, James F 

[RELEASED IN PART NR,B6J 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Tuesday, May 11, 2010 1:22 AM 
Ahn, Michael; Howard, Jeremiah H; Price, Adam P 
Miles, Barbara J 
FW: ON ISRAELS 

Sent: Monday, May 10, 2010 7:11 PM 
To: Hof, Frederic C; Silliman, Douglas A; Sievers, Marc J; Mitchell, George J 

B6 

Cc: Connelly, Maura; Marsh, Denise M; Pounds, llmothy J; Baily, Jess L; Kaidanow, llna S; Marsh, Denise M; 
McEldowney, Nancy E; Gordon, Philip H; 'Shapiro, Daniel B.'; 'esheiwood-randall@nsc.eop.sgov.gov'; Gordon, Philip H; 
·o'Grady, Daniel J; Riley, Robert J 
Subject: [ [ON ISRAELS B6 

• 

• 

. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• (ISRAELIS WOULD ALSO LIKE A CLEARER LINK BETWEEN ANY FACILITATION ON CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS AND 
TURKISH FACILITATION ON THE 'PEACE CONVOY' SET TO LEAVE FROM ISTANBUL TO GAZA. TURKS SEEM TO BE 
TAKING POSITION PER ISRAELIS-1 DIDN'T GET INTO THIS WITH 

~----
THAT CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

WOULD BE A NECESSARY BUT PERHAPS NOT SUFFICIENT ISRAELI ACTION TO GET GOT TO MAKE THE PEACE 
CONVOY GO AWAY SOMEHOW.) 

• I WILL RUN DOWN ISRAELI AMBASSADOR IF POSSIBLE ON ALL OF THIS TONIGHT. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Sen
1

ior Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751138 Date: 06/28/2012 

NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751138 Date: 06/28/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751142 Date: 0910512012 

!RELEAseD IN PART 1 :4(B),B1 ,B5,1.4(DM 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Sub Jed: 

Categories: 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Tuesday, June01, 201010:27 AM 
Ankara-Political 
FW: GUL, ERDOGAN NOW ON A MORE CONCILIATORY LINE[SECRET, Record] 

Working 

This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Sherwood-Randall, Elizabeth [mailto:ESherwood-Randall@nss.eop.sgov.gov] 
sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 S:12 PM 
To: Jeffrey, James F; Blink, Bridget A.; Gordon, Philip H; McEldowney, Nancy E; Marsh, Denise M; Kaidanow, Tina S; 
Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Waser, Tamlr G; SOiiman, Douglas A; Levin, Jan X; Sievers, Marc J; Operations Center; 
Howan:I, Jeremiah H; de otalvaro, Laura H; Daalder, lvo H; Heffern, John A; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul) 
Cc: Feltman, Jeffrey D; CUnningham, James B; Schlicher, Ronald L; Hof, Frederic C;Wells, Alice G 
Subject: RE: GUL, ERDOGAN NOW ON A MORE CONOUATORY LINE [SECRET, Record] 

Jim, 

Liz 

Dr. Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall 
Special As>istnnt to the President and 
Senior Director for European Affairs 

National Security Council 

(202) 456-9151 

[REVIEW,AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior RevlewerJ 

From: Jeffrey, James F [mailto:jeffreyJ@state.sgov.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:57 AM 
To: Jeffrey, James F; Brink, Bridget A.; Sherwood-Randall, Elizabeth; Gon:lon, Philip H; McEldowney, Nancy E; Marsh, 
Denise M; Kaldanow, Tlna S; Bally, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Waser, Tamir G; SHliman, Douglas A; Levin, Jan X; Sievers, 
Marc J; Operations Center; Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Daalder, Ivo H; Heffern, John A; Wiener, Sharon 
A (Istanbul) 
Cc: Feltman, Jeffrey D; Cunningham, James B; Schl!cher, Ronald L; Hof, Frederic C; Wells, Alice G 1.4(B) 
Subject: GUL, ERDOGAN NOW ON A MORE CONCIUATORY LINE, 1.4(0) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,B1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751142 Date: 09105/2012 _,. .,._, 

BS 

BS 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case ·Na. F-2oio..04153 Doc No. C18751142 Date: 09/05/2012 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classiflcatlon: SECRET/INOFORN 
Derived From: Derived from previous message.in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020106101 

2 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Departm~nt of State C.~e No. F·2010·04163 Doc No. C18751142 Date: 09105/2012 



StateDept02041

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751144 Date: 06/28/2012 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Hey, Sal: 

PRM is asking. 

-- Jerry 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
Embassy Ankara -Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

[RELEASED IN PART 85[ t'G£l 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 04, 2010 1 :19 AM 
Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Ahn, Michael; Quinn, Shannon D 
FW: Gaza Flotilla cargo 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIAED __________________ _ 

From: Miles, Barbara J 
sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 8:13 AM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H; Howard, Jeremiah H 
Cc: Quinn, Shannon D; Silliman, Douglas A 
Subject: RE: Gaza Flotilla cargo 

Can one of you help Shannon? Thanks 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED __________________ _ 

From: Quinn, Shannon D 
sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:37 PM 
To: Miles, Barbara J 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla cargo 
Importance: High 

Hi Barbara, 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

I'm trying to gather as much detail as I can on the cargo that was aboard the Gaza Aid Flotilla when it was intercepted in 
international waters. I was reading your Daily Briefs and I wonder if you would if anyone at Embassy Ankara might have 
cargo manifests from the Hotilla ships that departed from Turkey. I'll reach out to our friends in Athens to see if they 
have anything on the ships that joined from Greece. We are trying to compare what was supposed to be on board vs the 
GOI accounting to see if there are any discrepancies. For example, Hamas and others are alleging that the cargo included 
cement and the GOI has said there was none aboard. 

· Whatever help you could give me in tracking this info down would be very much appreciated. 
Best, 

UNCLASSIFIED U.~~_artment of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751144 Date: 06/28/2012 

BS 



StateDept02042

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751144 Date: 06/28/2012 

Shannon 

Shannon Quinn 
Palestinian Refugees Program Officer 
Office of Assistance for Asia and the Near East 
Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 
Office: (202) 453-9295 Mobile: (202) 569-1722 

2 
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----- ·-
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751145 Date: 0910512012 

~SED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,B5,1.4{D)j 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Sul:lject: 

Categories: 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 04, 2010 1 :31 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
FW: Short-fuse request for info on c;onversatlons with Turks pre-flotilla 

Working 

ll'lis email ls UNCLASSIFIED. ________________ _ 

From: Riley, Robert J 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 2:39 AM 
To: Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess l; Marsh, Denise M; Schrank, Alexander D 
subject: Short-fuse request for info on ronversations with Turks pre-flOtilla 

Ambassador and Doug, 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 11: 08 AM 
To: Gordon, l'tllllp H; McEldowney, Nancy E; 'esherwood-randall@nsc.eop.sgov.gov'; 'Brink; Bridget A.'; Kaidanow, Tina 
S; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Hof, Frederic C; Cunningham, 
James B; 'Shapiro, Daniel B.' 
SUbject: RE: MFA ON !HH GAf.A CONVOY: 1.4(B) 
,----------------------------1.4(0) 

B1 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj a 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751145 Dale: 09/0512012 

B5 

B5 
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-
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751145 Date: 09/05/2012 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTtAL 
Ciassified by: James F. Jeffrey, Ambassador, EXEC, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
[)eclassify On: 2020/05128 

Robert J. Riley 
Deputy Director 
Office of Southern European Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S. DcpartmentofState 
Offic., 202-647-5120 
Cell: 202-374-0849 
rilcyrj@<1tute sgoy-.gov 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case __ No. F-2010,04163 Doc No. C18751145 Date: 09/05/2012 

1 .4(B) 
1.4(0) 
81 
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-
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751146 Date: 09/05/2012 

(RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B);B1,BG,1.4@J 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

· Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 04, 2010 2:17 AM 
Ahn, Michael 

Subject: FW: Short-fuse request for info on conversations With Turks pre-flotilla 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

Categories: 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Wor1<ing 

This email rs UNCLASSIFIED ________________ _ 

From: Silliman, Douglas A 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 9:15 AM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H · 
Subject: FW: Short-fuse request for Info on conversations wlth Turks pre-flotllla 

Jerry, 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of M lsslo n 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
9().312-455-5555 x7190 

This email is UNCL.ASSlFIEo. ________________ _ 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 9:11 AM 
To: Riley, Robert J; Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Kaldanow, Tina 5; Bally, Jess L; Marsll, Oenl$E! M; Schrank, Alexander D 
Subject: RE: Short-fuse request for info on conversations with Turl<s pre-flotilla 

Sensitive 
(ifEVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

This email ls UNCLASSIFIED ________________ _ 

From: Riiey, Robert J 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 2:39 AM 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751146 Date: 0910512012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751146 Date: 09105/2012 

To: Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Marsh, Denise M; Schrank, Alexander D 
Subject: Short-fuse request for Info on conversations with Turks pre-flotilla 

Ambassador and Doug, 

A5 always, if we could have this by our OOB, it would be much appreciated. Many thanks, Bob 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent! F~day, May 28, 2010 11:08 AM 
To: Gordon, Phlllp H; McEldowney, Nancy E; 'esherwood-randall@nsc.eop.sgov.gov'; 'Brink, Bridget A.'; Kaidanow, Tina 
5; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; Bally, Jess L; Feltman, Jeffrey D; S.:hticher, Ronald L; Hof, Frederic C; Cunningham, 
James B; 'Shapiro, Daniel B.' 1.4(B) 
Subject: RE: MFA.ON IHH GAZA CONVOY; MESSAGE THEY WANT PASSED TO ISRAELIS 1.4(0) 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
crasslflcation: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: James F. Jeffrey, Ambassador, EXEC, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020105128 

Robert]. Riley 
Deputy Dilector 
Office ofSontho<n European Aifairn (EUR/SE) 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751146 Date: 0910512012 
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. - -
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department ofState Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751146 Date: 0910512012 

U.S. Depamne:tit of State 
Office: 202-647-5120 
Cell: 202-374-0849 
rilcyrj@smre.r.~9y.gp\" 

3 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751147 Date: 06/28/2012 

[RELEASED IN PAR'f@ ~~3 

logg, Cristina A 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Monday, June 07, 2010 3:56 AM 
To: 
Subject: 

Ahn, Mic~ael; O'Grady, Daniel J; Silliman, Douglas A; Jeffrey, James F 
FW: S IM !asker 

Categories: Working 

This document is CONFlDENTIAL when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: James F. Jeffrey, Ambassador, EXEC, State 
Reason:1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06/07 ' 

From: Marsh, Denise M 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 10:16 PM 
To: Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Douglas A 
Subject: FW: S IM tasker 

From: Marsh, Denise M 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 12:08 PM 
To: Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Schrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J 
Subject: S IM tasker 

Thanks, 
Denise 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751147 Date: 06/28/2012 
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UNCLASSlFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751148 Date: 09/0512012 
!RELEASEDiNPART 1.4(S);B1,Bif,1_.4(Dli 

Lo.gg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subjoct: 
Attaehments: 

Categories: 

Thank you. 

--Jerry 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 04, 2010 7:47 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
dii Otaf\rarn, Laura H 
FW: IHH flotilla tick tock (revised) 
IHH Flotilla tick tock 2.docx 

Working 

This docl)IIlent is UNCLASSIFlED when separated frc>m CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 b, d 

BS 

Declassify On: 2020/06/04 Classified by OAS, A/GIS, Dos - Class: CONFIDENTIAL I 
"'. Reason:o1 .4(B), 1.4(D), B1 - Declassify on: ' 
06/03/2020 - . . 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Friday, June 041 2010 2:23 PM 
Tm Howard, Jeremiah H; de Otalvaro, Umra H 
subject: !HH flotllla tick tock (revised) 

IHH Ankara 'told us two Turkish ships would join the Gaza-bound flotilla. (ANKARA 565) 

The Israel Embass (ANKARA 565) 
~---------------------~ 

,..--------------------··-·-----~ 

The MFA told u (ANKARA 565) 

The Embassy and Consulate Istanbul received a letter from IHH calling for solidarity and support for the flotilla. 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 
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The Israeli Embassy told Deputy POL Counselor 1.4(8) 

l (ANKARA 680) '------------------1.4(0) 
'------· 81 

IHH Ankara told us at least four or five AMCITS are expected to join the flotilla. (ANKARA 680) 

jSinirlLjlu told the AMB that,_ ___________________________ __J 

IHH Presi.dent Bulent Yltdirim told Consulate Istanbul POL/ECON Chief 10 AMCITS are expected to join the flotilla. 
(ISTANBUL 179) 

May21 

Sinirlioglu told the AMB I 
I !(ANKARA 733) 
~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~_J. 

The outgoing and incoming Israeli DCMs told our DCM 
'----------------------' 

IHH told Consulate Istanbul the Mavi Marmara would depart at5pm {May 27) with at least one AMCIT on board. 
(ISTANBUL 195) 

The IHH Deputy President told Consulate Istanbul three IHH ships were en route to rendezvous with other ships near 
Cyprus. (ISTANBUL 199) 

Israeli AMB told AMB Jeffrey '--------------------
Slnirlioglu told AMB Jeffrey 

AMB Jeffrey and the entire Dip Corps (Amb level) were called In by the MFA. The MFA said all the violence occurred on 
the Mavi Marmaris. · 

Murat Mercan told AMB Jeffrey and codel Delahunt that the Turks wanted an immediate release ofTurkish ships and 
personnel. 

IHH told Consulate Istanbul tl\at IHH was seeking the return of the confiscated materials. (ANKARA777) 

2 
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President Gui told AMB Jeffrey and Congressman Delahunt[---·--· 

I KANKARA 783) . 

The MFA told Acting POL Chief they were formally reviewing Turkey-Israeli bilateral relations. 
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jR@SED IN PART 1.4(8),81,1.4(0),NRJ 9~ 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

fyi 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Monday, June 07, 2010 12:45 PM 
Howard, Jeremiah H; Mineo, Mark R (Monterrey, Mexico); Ahn, Michael; Price, Adam P 
Mllei;..,BarQara J 
FW:L_JCommenls 

Working 

Classlflcatlon: CONFIDENTIAUINOFORN 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020100/07 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sh<1ron Ah~ad, Senior Reviewl!rJ 

From: Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Monday, lune 07, 2010 7:21 PM 

1.4(8) 
1.4(D) 
81 

To: Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Hood, Courtney M (Istanbul); O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: Silllmj", Dluglas A; Jeffrey, James F 
Subject: Comments 

D 

On Sunday, June 6, we hosted I 
~----

conversation: 

LI 

NR 

l 
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NR 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAU/NOFORN 
Classified by: Sharon Wiener, Principal Officer/Consul General, Exec, State 
Reason: 1.4(d) 
Declallslfy On: 2020106/07 
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!RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Tuesday, June 15, 2010 1:12 AM 
Ahn, Michael; Price, Adam P; Mineo, Mark R 
Miles, Barbara J 
FW: Free Gaza Meeting 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 
From: Baily, Jess L 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 11:56 PM 
To: Marsh, Denise M; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); 
Appleton, Richard H; Ogle, Karen L.; Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul) 
Cc: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Riley, Robert J; Schrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J 
Subject: RE: Free Gaza Meeting 

Susan, Rich - many thanks to you and your sections for your help with Amcits in the Free Gaza flotilla. Jess 

From: Marsh, Denise M 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 3:54 PM 
To: Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Appleton, Richard H; 
Ogle, Karen L.; Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul) 
Cc: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Schrank, Alexander D; 
Taylor, Victoria J 
Subject: FW: Free Gaza Meeting 

All - please see below from NEA/IPA- it is the interview CA and NEA conducted today with I ~ho was aboard 
the Challenger I. There are a couple of mentions of CONG EN Istanbul. ~--~ 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 3:17 PM 
To: Marsh, Denise M 
Subject: Free Gaza Meeting 

Denise, Wanted to share this with you and for you to share with the ConGen as well. 
Wes 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
6/14/2010 

(SBU) Meeting with Free Gaza Participant 
CA/OCS and NEA/IPA met today with who was on board the Challenger I and arrested as part of the Free Gaza 

~---~ 

j;dit 

flotllla. c=},reviously has visited Gaza three times since Operation Cast Lead and was involved in the failed Gaza Freedom March 

last year, which ended In Cairo with Egyptian refusal to enter at Rafah. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751150 Date: 06/28/2012 
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c:::::=Jmade several requests to the Department including: 

--To press the G01 to release the ships to their owners; 

--Have a U.S. investigation into the death of Amcit Furkan Dogan; 

--Gain the return of personal possesions from the Challenger and Svendoni c=}elieves that only possesions on the Mavi 

Marmara were transferred to Turkey and ConGen Istanbul is workin.£1 to confirm if any belongings of Amcits remain unclaimed); 

--Request that consular officers visit the ships to ensure no personal property remains on board; 

--Request that Israel return electronic equipment to its owners (she stated that it was fine if the memory was wiped clean on them, 

but that the equipment should be returned); 

--Have internatfonat participation in the investigation, which she understood may already have been announced by Israel. 

c==]described the conditions at Ben Gurion prior to her removal as "brutal." She stated that along with 11 other female 

detainees, she was forced to remain in a prison van for 5 hours with no water or ability to use a bathroom. There were many 

altercations between deportees and security officlals, which she claimed were started when security officials struck indivld.uals. 

--- . ·---------···--· ··--· ·-·---1 
fin_aJ!yQe~p.r.e.ssed_hec_th_anks_to_b9_tp_E[)1.Qa_5sy_TeL~viy_a_nd_C9n<:;_en_Is_taDb.ul_cgn_suJa_r_staff,J.o[_th_ek..a_ssistance.to.~ree_Gaza' 
'p_a_ct.l_cjpant~) 

Posted at 3:00 PM by Reisser, Wesley J <<OLE Object: Picture (Device Independent Blt1nap) >> <<OLE Object: Picture (Device 

Independent Bitmap)» I Permalink I Email this Post I Comments (0) 

Wesley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer - NEA/IP A 
Office of Israel & Palestinian Affairs 
(202) 647-2647 (Unclass phone) 

2 
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Lo , Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Friday, June 18, 2010 3:34 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
Howard, Jeremiah H; Alvey, Jason M 

Ria.EASED IN PART 
B1,B5,B'l;(C),1,4(D),Bll 

Subject: FW: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTlGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE 
FLOTILLA 

Categories: Working 

This emaK is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Silliman, Douglas A 
sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 8:36 AM 
To: Appleton, Richard H; O'Gracly, Daniel J 
SUbjed:: FW: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE FLOTILLA 

Rich, Dan, 

Thanks, 

Doug [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlewerl 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

This docwnent is CONFIDENTIAL when separated from CONFIDENTJAL attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Cla:ssiflcatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Derived from previous message in thread. 
2020106/18 
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From: Bally, Jess L 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 2:33 AM 
TD: Siiiiman, Douglas A 
Cc: Kaldanow, Tina S; Marsh, Denise M 
subject: FW: FW: 1HH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTIJRE FLOTILLA 

Doug, thanks for this. 

Jess 

This document is CONF!DENTlAL when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensltl11ity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Jess Bally, Director, EUR/SE, Slate 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06117 

from: Holmstrom, Todd 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 6:00 PM 
To: Baily, Jess L; Walles, Jacob 
Subject; RE: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE FLOTILLA 

Thanks, Jess. Jake replaced Maura. 

From: B<iily, Jess l 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 5:24 PM 
To: Holmstrom, Todd 
Subject: FW: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTIJRE FLOTILLA 

Sending to you Todd as Maura and Toni have left. 

Sensitive 
This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: Silliman, Douglas A 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 9:01 AM 
To: EUR-SE-DL; Brink, Bridget A.; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; Connelly, Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: FW: IHH WAITING FOR INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DEODE ON FUTURE FLOTILLA 

IHH ac~unt of Gaza flotilla and other topics given to ConGen Jstanb11l. 

Doug 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

SMART Core 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: COWFJOENTIAL 
Derived from: DSCG 05-1 d 
Declassify On; 2020106/17 

Thursday, .)'une 17, 2010 02:45:10 
Pistana, Robert ; Mineo, Mark R; Witmer, Kami A; Lee, Robert D; Keen, Berna; Borenstein, Jeffrey 
D; Kiel, Stephanie; Godfrey, Anthony F; Basso, Dianne L; Ahn, Michael; Reynold~, Carol T; 
O'Grady, Daniel J; Silliman, Douglas A; Hunter, Rodney M; Ogle, Karen L.; DeLuigi, Christiaan E; 
Asvey, Jason M; Price, Adam P; Deblauw, Kim J; Yountchl, Suzanne M; de Otalvaro, Laura H; 
Appleton, Richard H; Miles, Barbara J; Leary, Thomas M; Hessler, Robert E; MassoudAnsari, 
Kurosh; Howard, Jeremiah H 

I l@dea.usdoj.sgov.gov; Eppler, Dale B; Kolega, Alen;. Brooks, Judith A; Roundy, Brian A; 
Cc: · · 

Klopp, Deborah A; Halnilton, Elizabeth H 
Subject: IHH WAITING FOR !NVESTIGA TION RESULTS TO DECIDE ON FUTURE FLOTILLA 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Action Office: 
Info Office: 

POL_Mll, POL, CONS, CONGEN 
EAC, AMB_INFO 
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lo.gg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Friday, June 16, 201010:43 AM 
Ahn, Michae,_f --~ 
FW: c= ._=:J(IHH) meeting, June 18 

Wor1dng 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020/06118 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 5:42 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: Silliman, Douglas A: Je~v,)ames F 
Subject: RE: I )IHH) meeting, lune 16 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classfflcation: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classlfled by: James F. Jeffrey, Ambassador, EXEC, S1ate 
Reason: 1.4{b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06118 

From: O'Grady, Dante! J 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 4:43 PM 
To: Jeffrey, James F 
Cc: Silliman, Douglas A 
Subject: FW:[ --XIHH) meeting, June 16 

AM8: FYL Don 

(RELEASED IN PART B5,NR,B61 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

This email Is UN.CLASSIFIED. · 

From: Ahn, Michael 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 4:23 PM 
To: O'Gtady, [)aniel J 
Cc: Howard, Jeremiah H; de ~lvaro, laura H; Miles, Barbara J; Kramer, Diana L 
Subject: r==· --] 
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Dan, 

C:: __ _ -----~told us today IHH has not/not endorsed the launching of a new B6 
flotilla. 

He said he attended a press meeting in Strasbourg two days ago where a representative from a french (()NGO 
announced a new flotilla would be launched in the second half of Aprll(=:Jaid he did not make a statement about B6 
IHH's joining the new flotilla, but did acknowledge his presence at the meeting (as the offidal IHH representative) could 
have been misconstrued by the media as an endorsement. He said IHH leaders are currently trying to pursue legal 
action against Israel and asked for USG support. 

C:=Jonfirmed the Mavi Manmara embarked under a Comoros flag. He said IHH purchased the previously Turkish· B6 
flagged ship directly from the munldp•lity. According to the IHH website, IHH purchased the ship from Istanbul 
Seabuses and Fast Ferries Inc (!DO). 

NR 

Michael 

Sensitive 
This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: Taylor, Victorta J 
Sent: 813121}1011:26:44 AM 
To: svcSMARTCrosslow 
Subject: FW: Re Flotilla - H Res 1599 (McCarthy) Israel - friendls!rategic pallner 

Tills email ls UNCLASSIFIED ________________ _ 

From: Trejo, Malia 
~nt: Tuesday, August 03, 2010 10:00 AM 
To: EUR-SE-DAR-OL; EUR-PGl-CONGRESSIONAL-DL; Kaidanow, Tina S 
subject: Re Flo~lla - H Res 1599 (McCarthy) Israel - friend/strategic partner 

BILL TEXT 
HR .. 1599 
VERSION: INTRODUCED IN HOUSE 
July JO, Z010 

l llth CONGRESS 

2d Session 

H.RES. 1599 

Reaffirming support for Israel as a longtime friend, ally, and sttategic partner of the United States and Israel's right 
to defend itself. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JULY 30, 20!0 

Mrs. MCCARTIIY of New York (for herself and Mrs. MYRICK) submitted the following resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

RESOLUTION 

Reaffirming support for Israel as a longtime friend, ally, and sttategic partner of the United States and Israel's right 
to defend itself. 

Whereas, on May 22, 2010, a Gaza.bound flotilla, sponsored by the Turkish Humanitarian ReliefFoundation, 
lnsani Yardirn Vakn (IHH), set sail lrom Istanbul, turkey, with hopes to direct international attention to Israel's 
blockade of the Gaza Strip through a violent confrontation; 

Whereas 600 passengers, including radicals with ties to terrorist groups, boarded the Mavi Marmara ship in 
Antalya, Turkey, the lead vessel in the "Free Gaza" flotilla; 

Whereas, on May 31, 2010, after repeated warnings and assul'811ces that aid would be delivered, Israeli forces 
intercepted the. flotilla that was attempting to break through its naval blockade ofGaz.a; 

Whereas five of the six ships involved in the flotilla cooperated peacefully, but activists on the Mavi Marmara, 
reacted violently according to a premeditated plan to incite violence; 

Whereas when the first Israeli soldier was lowered by helicoptc,r onto the Mavi Mannara, militants onboard tried 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751153 Date: 09/05/2012 
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connecting the steel cables from the overhead helicopters to the boat's antenna, in order to cause the helicopters to 
crash; 

Whereas when Israeli soldiers boarded the ship, Mavi Marmara passengers began severely beating the soldiers 
with iron rods, chairs, and wooden poles, stabbing them With knives, and trying to lynch them, throwing one 
soldier off the deck, and taking pistols from the soldiers and firing at them with deadly intent; 

Whereas the Turkish aid group that sent out the flotilla, IHH, belongs to a Saudi-based umbrella organization 
known as the Union of Good which was established to finance the foreign terrorist organization Hamas; 

Whereas the United States Treasury Department has designated the Union of Good as supporting terrorism and 
has included the organization as part of both the "Designated Charities and Potential Fundraising Front 
Organizations for FTOs" list and the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) list of "Specially Designated 
Nationals and Blocked Persons"; 

Whereas, on June 14, 2010, the Government oflsrael approved and launched a credible investigation into the 
flotilla incident with two international observers, Lord William DavldTtimb.le of Northern Ireland, a Nobel Peace 
Prize Laureate, and Ken Watkin, a former judge advocate general of the Canadian Armed Forces; 

Whereas Israel's naval blockade <)fGaza was put in place as aresponseto thousands of rocket attaeks on Israel 
from Hamas terrorists in Gaza, is fully compliant with i!ltemational law, and has succeeded in stopping terrorists 
from smuggling weapons into Gaza from the sea that can be used to murder innocent Israeli ciVilians; 

Whereas Israel has offered to fully deliver all aid intended for .Gaza, following close inspection of any ship that 
attempts to cross its naval blockade; and 

Whereas Iranian Revolutionary Guard spokesman Ali Shirazi stated that the naval wing of the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard is ready to assist further "peace flotillas" to Gaza with all its effort and capabilities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives-

(l) reaffinns its strong support for Israel as a longtime friend, ally, and strategic partner of the United 
States; 

(2) supports Israel's right 10 defend itself; 

(3) condemns the violent, premeditated actions of the Insani Yardim Vakfi (IHH); 

( 4) calls upon other nations to express !hair supp()rt for Israel's rightto defend itself and condemn the 
actions of the IHH; 

(5) expresses its hope that-

(A) the recent incident does not derail the Israeli-Palestinian peace process; 

(B) other nations continue to work tov.:ard steps to have direct negotiations, advance a two-state 
solution, and advance the peace process; and 

(C) the recent incident does not stop ongoing efforts to confront the on-going attempts of 
delegitimi:zing Israel at the United Nations; 

(6) denounces efforts by the naval \Ying of.the lranian Revolutionary Guard to escort future flotillas and 
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escalate future violent confrontations; 

(7) commends President Barack Obama's strong support for Israel's security and his unwavering support 
for lsrael at the United Nations; 

(8) calls for continued strong United States leadership at the United Nations, including lhe utilization of 
its veto power, to prevent any one•sided and politically tainted "internal investigation" from proceeding; and 

(9) encourages the Administration to consider whether the IHH should b1: placed on the list of foreign 
terrorist organizations and under a visa ban, after an examination by the intelligence community, the U.S. 
Department of State, and lhe U.S. Department ufthe Treasury. 

Source: Govenuricnt Printing Office 
from CQ Bill Text Sorvlce 

Providing guvernmentdocument.r on demon~ in context. 
0 2010 Coogressional Quarterly Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,B5,1.4@] r11 
Logg, Cristina A 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: 
To: 

Wednesday, August 11, 2010 5:44 AM 
Ahn, Michael 

Subject: FW: lsrealis Draw a Line in the Water 

Importance: High 

Categories: Working 

Michael: 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 12:22 PM 
To: Pistana, Robert 
Subject: Isrealis Draw a Line in the Water 
Importance: High 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Thursday, May 06, 2010 12:20 PM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J 
Cc: Ahn, Michael; Lee, Robert D 
Subject: lsrealis Draw a Line in the Water 
Importance: High 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DECL:04052015 

--Jerry 

1 .4(8) 
1 .4(0) 
81 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

We'll put out the above as a cable. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

-- Jerry 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

2 
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Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
sent: 
To: 
subjeet: 

Categories: 

Just FYI for now. 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),131,B5,1.4(D)\ 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Frtday, August 20, 2010 4:46 AM 
Mineo. Mark R: Ahn. Michael 

FW:~I --------
Working 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Prlvacy/Pll 
Classfficatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, D/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/08/20 

1.4(0) 
1.4(D) 
81 

--------------------------·1.4(B)-
From: Cohen, Jonathan R . 
Sent: Friday, August 2p, 2010 10:27 AM 1 .4(D) 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; Sutpllln, Paul R; Walles, Jacob; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Grubb, JasSl.1 B; 
Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut); Cornforth, Jeremy A; Shamp;iine, Nicole D; O'Gracly, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H 
Cc: 'DShaplrotpinsc.eop,sgov.gov'; 'Kumar. Prem G.'; NEA-lPA•DL; Schlicher. Ronald L 
subject: RE: L I 

Jonathan 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

From: Silliman, Douglas A 
sent: Friday, August 20, 2010 6:50 AM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Waites, Jacob; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Grubb, Jason B; Daughton, Thomas F 
(Beirut); Cohen, Jonathan R; Cornforth, Jeremy A; Shamp;iine, Nicole D; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H 
Cc: 'DShapiro@nsc,eop.sgov.gov'; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; NEA-IPA-DL; Schlicher, Ronald l 
Subject: RE: GOL Seeking to Prevent tile Departure of the Mariam Flotilla 

Paul, 

Jonathan, 

Doug 

Douglas A Silliman 
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Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455·5555 x7190 

This doownent is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Clasalficatlon:. CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Doug Silliman, DCM, EXEC, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (c;I) 
Declassify On: 2035108120 

From: Sutphin, Paul R 
sent: Thursday, August 19, 2010 9:15 PM 
To: Walles, Jaa:>b; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Grubb, Jason B; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut); Cohen, 
Jonathan R; Cornforth, Jeremy A; $hampaine, NlcoJe D 1 4(8) 
Cc: 'DShaplro@nsc.eop.sg011.gOV'; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; NEA·IPA-Dl; Silliman, Douglas A; SChlicher, Ronald r1 ·4(D) 
subject: FW: 

8
'
1 

CONFIDENTIAU/NOFORN 

Paul R. Sutphin 
Director 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 

Rm 6251, U.S. Department of State 
(T) 202-647-3672 (F) 202-736-4461 

CONFIDENTIAU/NOFORN 

MRN: 10 BEIRUT 723 
Date/DTG: Aug 19, 2010 I 191551Z AUG 10 
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From: 
Action: 
E.0.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Reference: 
Subject: 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

13526 
PREL, EWWT, PTER, MARR, KF'AL, LE, IS, CY 
SIPDIS, NOFORN 
A) 10 BEIRUT 719 

1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
81 

1. (C) SUMMARY: The organizers of the Mariam flotilla announced on August 19 that the ship will sail for Cyprus on the 
evening of Sunday, August 22, en route to Gaza. Although they received a pennit from the Lebanese transportation 
ministry on August 18 to sail, Cyprus has reportedly announced that lt will not allow the ship to dock there. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~EndSummary. ~~~~~ 

O!)ilanizers Announce Departure on August 22 

2. (LI) In a truncated press conference on August 19, the head of the Mariam Flotilla Committee, Sa mar el-Hajj, 
announced that the Mariam (aka theJaunieh Star), a ship intending to break the Gaza blockade, will set sall from the 
port of Tripoli at 2200 hours on Sunday, August 22, for Cyprus and from there to Gaza. £1-Hajj added that the Mariam's 
sister ship, the Nt;Jji al-All (aka the Julia), would join It on Its trip. Th.e press conference was delayed and relocated to the 
entrance of the port after the Lebanese Anned Forces (LAF) prevented the entry of journalists into the port to see the 
Mariam an the pretext that they lacked the necessary permissions. As a resultofthe lAF action, there was no live 
coverage of the press conference and only the Hizballah-owned 1V station Al"Manartaped it. 

3, jU) El-Hajj bitterly complained that the organizers' efforts were being hampered Internally, even as they were being 
hampered outside of Lebanon. Later on August19 she referred to the port as being "under a blockade" because of the 
heavy LAF presence, adding, "I hope this is not the situation on Sunday.and if it is, I hope it's not because of our boat." 
According to Al·Manar, another organizer oft he flotilla, Vasser Kashlak, explained that the Mariam will head to Cyprus 
first because the authorities there cannot prevent its departure for Gaza. The Lebanese government has said that it will 
not allow the ship to depart directly for Gaza because it Is occupied territory. 

4. (U) Al-Manar reported that the total number of participants is now 200. The Mariam, it said, would carry female 
activist from the U.S., Europe, India, and Lebanon, in addition to me.dical supplies for clviltans in Gaza. The Naji al-Ali, Al­
Manar said, would carry journalists to cover the trip. 

s. (SBU) At 1400 hours, staff from the Embassy's security office observed workers carrying SO-liter containers of fuel and 
water to the Mariam, which was moved from a secondary docking position to a position on the wharf itself. The Ju/la 
remains anchored in the Tripoli port far from the wharf with no action visible on or around it. The Julia ls not, according 
to several sources, seaworthy, and it has not obtained a permit to sail for that reason. 
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(RELEASED IN FULL! 

BiRLE~Mt~ MiLLETLER NEZD:iNDE 
TUruOYE DAiMi TEMSiLciLiGi 

201orrw:1<;uno DT/23224 

PERMANENT MISSION 0.1" TURKEY 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

The Pennanent Mission of Turkey presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of United 
States of Amerita and has the honour to enclose herewith a Jetter from H.E. Mr. Ahmed 
Davuto~Ju, Foreign Minister of Turkey addressed to H.E. Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton, Foreign 
Minister of United States of America regarding the international investigation of the Israeli 
attack on the humanitarian aid convoy to Gaza on 31May2010. 

The original of the letter will follow in due coursi::. 

The Pem1anent Mission of Turkey avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Pennanent 
Mission of United States of America the assurances of its highest c:onsideration.. 

New York, 20 September 2010 

The Permanent Mission of United States of America to the UN 
New York 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer( . 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State_ Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751159 Date: 06/28/2012 



StateDept02075

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751160 Date: 06/28/2012 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

19 Sept~mber 2010 

Dear Colleague, 

l would like to infonn you of the recent developments in the investigation of the Israeli attack 
on the international humanitarian aid convoy on 31 May 2010. Yo11 will recall that the attack 
took place in _international waters 72 miles from the nearest coast and resulted in the killing of 
eight Turkish and one US citizen. 

The UN Secretary-General set up a four-man Panel of Inquiry on 2 August 2010, to fulfill the 
mandate contained in the Presidential Statement of the UN Security Council of I June 2010 
which called for a prompt, impartial, credible and transparent investigation conforming to 
international standards. 

In order to facilitate the work of the UN Panel, Turkey has established a National 
Commission of Inquiry. The Turkish Commission carried out an objective and diligent study, 
by inspecting three of the ships in the convoy, receiving verbal and written testimonies from 
several witnesses and examining the legal implications of the attack with the bel p of some 
prominent international lawyers. The resulting interim report and its voluminous factual 
attachments, including autopsy reports and witness accounts, were presented to the UN Panel 
oflnquiry on 1 September 2010. 

The Turkish Commission is satisfied that the Turkish authorities discharged their 
~S\'.Kmsibilities in full conformity with the Turkish legislation priQI to the departure of the 
Mavi Marmara vessel from Turkey. The vessel and its cargo were thoroughly searched and 
screened. The passengers went through rigorous passport controls and x-ray checks. The 
Turkish Commission concluded that the Israeli forces resorted deliberately and unlawfully to 
violence against the civilians. 

The UN Panel of Inquiry appreciated the submission of the interim report of the Turkish 
Cornmissic>n of Inquiry. Israel is yet to present its own report to the Panel. 

We expect the UN Panel of Inquiry to diligently pursue th.e matter: it must identify the facts 
about the military attack on a civilian humanitarian convoy and the killing of nine civilians. 
Its aim shouJd be to investigate the incident. As a result, Israel should formally apologize and 
compensate the wounded and the famil.ies of the deceased. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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As envisaged, the UN Panel presented an initial progress report to the UN Secretary-General 

before 15 September 2010, outlining the stage reached in its activities. ln view of 
international expectations relating to the investigation, we wish the UN !1-Uthoriti.es had shared 
the UN Panel's progress report with the general public. This would have been in line with the 
principle of transparency, referred to in the UN Security Council's Presidential Statement of l 
June 201 O; as well as the Panel's operating principles, outlined in the UN Secretary-General's 

statement of 2 August 2010 on the establishment of the Panel. We expect the UN Secretary­

General to continue his personal engagement into the matter. 

There is another UN effort; the Fact Finding Mission of the Human Rights Council based in 
Geneva, whose three-member team visited Turkey in Augll$t to gather first-hand information 

and to talk to some of the passengers onboard the Mavi Marmara. I met tbem in person and 
was impressed with their professlonalism and CClmrnitment. We look forward to having the 
tep<irt of the Fact Finding Mission. 

I would appreciate it very much if you could consider the possibility of including a reference, 

in the national statements before the General Assembly on behalf of The United States of 

America, to the attack on the humanitarian convoy and the need for speed, impartiality and 
transparency in the worlc. of the Secretary-General's Panel oflnquiry. 

Seeking your personal engagement on this issue, I remain. 

H.E. Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Secretary of State 

Of The United States of America 

Yours faithfully, 

Ahmet Davutoglu 
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[RELE.i\s'ED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1A@] 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: Baily, Jess L 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 12:05 PM 
To: 

Subject: 

Howard, Jeremiah H; Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Mokhtarzada, Homeyra N; 
Gregonis, Meghan E; Riley, Robert J; Schrank, Alexander D; Guido, Deborah L; Ahn, Michael 
FW: FW: Turkish Gaza Flotilla Commission Report Blames Israel 

Categories: Working 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2035/Qg/08 

From: Silliman, Douglas A 
Sent: Wednesday, September 08, 2010 10:12 AM 
To: 'Collins, Jeffrey 5.'; 'Sherwood-Randall, Elizabeth'; Gordon, Philip H; McEldowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, 
Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Schlicher, Ronald L; Walles, Jacob; Cunningham, James B; Goldberger, Thomas H; Feltman, 
Jeffrey D; Baez, Alejandro X; Wells, Alice G 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: FW: Turkish Gaza Flotilla Commission Report Blames Israel 1.4(B) 

All, 

1.4(0) 
B1 

Attached is 10 Ankara 1325 and EXDJS on m 
commission. 

with the Chair of Turke 's Free Gaza flotilla 

Doug 

Douglas A Silliman 
Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2035/09/08 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

SMART Core 

Wednesday, September 08, 2010 04:57:19 

Silliman, Douglas A 

USUN, SMARTS; JERUSALEM-SMARTS; TELAVIV-SMARTS; ISTANBUL, SMARTS; 
ANKARA-SMARTS 

Subject: Turkish Gaza Flotilla Commission Report Blames Israel 

SECRET//NOFORN 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Captions: 

Subject: 

10 ANKARA 1325 
Sep 08, 2010 I 081357Z SEP 10 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

13526 

PGOV, PREL, PTER, PHUM, UN, TU, IS 

EXDIS, NOFORN 

Turkish Gaza Flotilla Commission Report Blames Israel 
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SILLIMAN 

Doug Silliman, CDA 
EXEC 
State 

1.4 (b), (d) 
2035/09/08 

ANKARA:Ahn, Michael 
Political:O'Grady, Daniel J 

Silliman, Douglas A 

ANKARA:Silliman, Douglas A 
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!RELEASED IN PART B1,B5,1.4(D)) 

logg, Cristina A 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 8:59 AM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; Ahn, Michael; O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: FW: SOC from IPC on Flotilla Prevention (4/1) [SECRET, Record] 

Categories: Working 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Schrank, Alexander D 
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 3:56 PM 
To: Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); Howard, Jeremiah H; Dunn, Patrick M 
Cc: O'Grady, Daniel J; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Subject: FW: SOC from IPC on Flotilla I IC4/l) [SECRET, Record] 

Dear Win and Jerry, 

Thanks, 
Alex. 

B1 

Alexander Schrank 
Turkey Desk Officer !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 

Office of Southern European Affairs 
Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs 
U.S. State Departn1ent 
Tel: (202) 647-7581 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2036/04/06 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751163 Date: 06/28/2012 

1.4(0) 
B1 

B5 



StateDept02082

-
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751164 Date: 09/05/2012 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

[RELEASED IN .PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D),B6! 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sunday, April 17 .• 2011 4:41 PM 
Ahn, Michael; O'Grady, Daniel J; Siiiiman, Douglas A 
Mineo, Mark R 

Subject: FW: Balanced Palmet Report Might Help Close Flotilla Rift, 
<--~~~~~~~~~--1 

Categories: Working 1.4(8) 

1A(D) 

Michael: Would you stick this one in the AMB's read file, ifhc hasn't seen it already. Thank you. ~1erry 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 b, d 
Declassify On: 2021/04/17 

From: SMART Core 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 07:26:05 

Jones, Stacey L; Miles, Barbara J; Ahn, Michael; Howard, Jeremiah H; Keen, Berna; Witmer, Kami 
A; O'Grady, Daniel J; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Tarry, George R; Godfrey, Anthony F; 

To: 
karlot , @incirlik.af.smil.mil; Hamilton, Elizabeth A; Milford, Rebekah C; Treiber, Adrianne 
M; Leary, Thomas M; Mineo, Mark R; Walston, Melissa L; Guido, Debonih L; Fernandes, Anthony 
~b_ve=vid; Ricciardone, Francis J; Bijank:i, Ashwin; Dunn, Patrick M; 
[_____ --~incirlik.af.smil.mil; Gtobs, Jennifer H 

Cc: Hamilton, Eliz.abeth H 

Subject: Balanced Palmer Report Might Help Close Flotilla Rift, 
CONFIDENTIAL~---------------" 

Action Office: 
Info Office: 

MRN: 
Dale/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Setllor Reviewerj 

POL 
AMB_INFO 

11 TEL AVIV 495 

APr15, 2011/151624ZAPR11 
AMEM0ASSY TEL AVIV 

WASHDC, SECSTAiE ROI.fr/NE 

13526 

1.4(0) 
B1 

TAGS: PREL, PGOV, KPAL, KWBG, IR, SY, TU, JS I 18.14\D) 
Subject: Balanced Palmer Report Might Help Close Flotilla Rift, .. -·~----------'-

1. (C) Summary: elieves that a bal•nted report by the Palmer Commission might help~ ·!(~) 
and Turkey move pa$tthe Mavi Marmara incident, followlng general elections in Turkey. Such_~c()~dliation, how

8
·
1
,f, ) 

would not repair ties to "1>re-Cast Lead" levels, and relations would remain strained.[ J 
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[ ___ m mjsaid CHP contains anti-Israel elements, and that a CHP-led government would not necessarUy be bettetthan Bi 
the current leadership. End summary. 

Significant Disagreements Remain OVer Flotilla Incident 

1.4(B) 
1.4(D) 
B1 

3. (U] aid April 4 that a significant majority of Israelis support Netanyahu's refusal to 
apologize, and that an unconditional apology would be politically untenable at this point. This Israeli majority feels as 
though Turkey turned r back ol l.srael In pursuit of Other regional g(>als, an_d they have been unwilling to move beyond B6 
this perceived betrayal said that Netanyahu, given this political reality, will work to prevent des from 
deteriorating further and wait for an opportunity to mend fences. Resolution of the flotilla Issue, however, would not 
return ties to their "golden age" in the late 1990's, or even to "pre-Cast Lead levels," a sentiment echoed byD 

Palmer Commission: A Chance for Rapprochement ... 

4. (CJ A Palmer Commission report that implicates both Israel and Turkey In the flotilla incident wouldk 
1 4

(B ==i 
loave the wav to rannroc en

1 
:4(D~~ 

81 
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7. (SBU) C"]ald that Erdogan's authoritarian nature, more so than his part.y'Honservative religious platform, is at B.6 
the core ofTurkey's strained relations with Israel, as WEii as its push for ascendency in the region. Al<.P's religious policies 
are a passing fad, but Erdogan's strong-arm tactics to stifle dissenting Voices in the military, the MFA, and the Turkish 
media might have a prolonged Impact on ties, The Turkish milltary's cooperation tth Israel is at an all·time low largely 
because Erdogan has stymied its contact with Jsraeli counternarts in recent years_ ~old poloffthat the Turkish 
Embassy in Tel Av'tv pressured Tel Aviv University to cancel Os particl.pation in an exchange with Turkish academics In 
March for fear that Erdogan's office would not approve of her le<;ture and would subsequently fault the Embassy for 
allowing Turkish particif)atlon. Erdogan has also repeatedly worked to silence his critics in the Turi<lsh media In recent 
years through legal action, and has even succeeded in jailing some of these dissenters. 
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[RELEASED IN PART B7(C)j 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Mineo, Mark R 
Thursday, April 21, 2011 4:28 AM 
Howard, Jeremiah H 
O'Grady, Daniel J; Ahn, Michael 
FW: EU RESPONSE: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

Categories: Working 

FYI 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From; 

Sent: 

To: 

SMART Core 

Wednesday, April 20, 2011 04:54:27 

Jones, Stacey L; Combs, James D; Walston, Melissa L; Guido, Deborah L; Keller, Tara D; Fernandes, 
Anthony C; Avery, David; Miles, Barbara J; Ahn, Michael; Howard, Jeremiah H; Keen, Berna; 
Witmer, Kami A; Fuchs, Susan; Gilmore, Bradley T; O'Grady, Daniel J; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Lang, 
Michael J; Tarry, George R; Godfrey, Anthony F; Kolega, Alen; Leary, Thomas M; Mineo, Mark R; 
Miles, James W; Bijanki, Ashwin; Dunn, Patrick M; Dotson, Peter O; Gibbs, Jennifer H; Hamilton, 
Elizabeth A; Milford, Rebekah C; Winans, Thomas W; Treiber Adrianne M 

Appleton, Richard H; DeLuigi, Christiaan E; Donelson, Lale ;L_~~F.::==~==-'::':.c 
Cc: Deborah A; Y ountchi, Suzanne M; Jaworski, Richard E; Bruns, cot! 

Alexander, Banu 

Subject: ~y_RE~ONS}Lf~g f]:!iEGA,t;\ :@tliY.E":R~Y FLQij[f~j 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Subject: EU RESPONSE: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA'' 

1. (SEU) Poloff delivered reftel demarche to the Co-Desk for Palestine in the European External Action 
Service'. Ou~coniac£said that-the EU was-aware-of media reports on-a possible ffotiTiaattemptinMayand-had 
also re~eived information from the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The EU is concerned about the flotilla . 
attempt and noted that land crossings should be used (consistent with the Quartet's June 2010 statement). T)1~ 
EEAS contact notep that_ th~~ _l]_a~~tlt'Il no p_!Jblic ann()U_IICe1!J.~n! to d_at_e,J~ut_ fu.a._t Q_lejl_igh Represen_tative i~ 
:a~ai:e _o_( the is~~~ 

2. (SBU) While the EEAS had no further information about any possible European Union participation in the 
,--- - --- ---- - - --- --- -·--· ----- - 1 

flotilla, we have heard that som~M_emb~oft1J.~_Europ_ean_P11rliam<e11t_J!lca)' b!;)_p~ng_!o p!!!licipa~e. We have 
no further information at this time about which MEPs may be considering joining the flotilla, but will continue 
to follow up with contacts. 
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Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

Guys: 

--Jerry 

From: SMART Core 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sunday, July 03, 2011 7:10 AM 
Hay, Andrew W; Ahn, Michael; Jones, Stacey L; Gibbs, Jennifer H; Hettinga, Benjamin E; 
Bijankl, Ashwin 
FW: Senators McCain, Lieberman, Graham CaU on PM Erdogan 

Working 

Classllicallon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message In thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/07/03 

Sent: Saturday, July-02, 2011 09:49:08 

Jones, Stacey L; Dotson, Peter O; Gibbs, Jenuifer H; Hamilton, Elizabeth A; Hay, Andrew W; Read, 
Anthony M; Ahn, Michael; Howard, Jeremiah H; SillimllII; Douglas A; Wittner, Kami A; Fuchs, 

85 

Susan; Gilmore, Bradley T; C:: •• ---.. ==@incirlik.af.smil;mil; Lang, Micllael J; Tarry, George R; 86 

' 

To: Kolega, Alen; Leary, Thomas M; Hill, Larry W; Miles, James W; Gllido, Deborah L; Keller, Tara D; 
Fernandes, Anthony C; Avery, David; Ricciardone, Francis J; Bijanki, Asbwin; Dunn, Patrick M; 
I • 

0
b@incirlik.af,smil.mil; Winans, Thomas W; Treiber, Adrianne M; Kirn, Yuri J; Densmore, 

William E; Mcintosh, Daniel;! =-=@incirlik.af.srnil.nu1; Keane, Rob X 

Ruta~~ R; Appleton, Richard H; DeLuigi, Christiaan E; Hamilton, Elizabeth H. ; Donelson, Lale; 
C _@dea.usdoj.sgov.gov; Klopp, Deborah A; Yountchi SuzanneM; Jaworski, RicbardE; B7(C) 

Cc: Mineo, Mark R; l @dea.usdoj.sgov.gov;I ; Jydea.usdoj.sgov.gov; · 
I @dea..usdoj.sgov.gov; Lally, Michael A; Bruns, cott T; Pierce, 1bomas JN; Alexander, 
Banu; Autry, India M; Backman, Carol K 

Subject: Senators McCain, Lieberman, Graham Call on PM Erdogan 

CONFIDENTIAL 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revie_;,er) 

Action Office: POL, ORA. RSO, LEGAT 
Info Office: CDNS_INFO, AMB_INFO, DEA_INFO, EAC 

MRN: 11ANKARA1073 
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Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
PMS Line: 

Subject: 

Jul 02, 2011/021845ZJUL11 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE; ISLAMABAD, AMEMBASSY IMMEDIATE; KABUL, 
AMEMBASSY11.11.1ErnATE 
13526 
PGOV, PREL, PTER, PREF. rz. LE, EG, TS, IS, SY, LY, TU 
EMBASSY KABUL AND EMBASSY ISLAMABAD PLEASE PASS TO COOEL STAFF. 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO A1JCONSUL ADANA 
Senators McCain, Lieberman, Graham Call on PM Erdogan 

I wnen the CODEL urged him 
...,.to_m_en_d...-ti""' es-wi"""''"'°th~l'"""Sr-a~el'"""an__,d-VJ-.-. si""'t"""'th'"""ere_·_as_w_e..,.11,.-, ""'E'"""rd,_o_g_an_s_a~id~h,--e_w_o_u..,.ld....-.-do,--so-i"'f""the Israelis a lo • e for killi 
the Turks in the flotilla incident, a com !ion, and lift the Gaza embar o. 

End Summary. 

Turkish-US Relations: 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751171 Date: 09/05/2012 

NR 



StateDept02089

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751171 Date: 09/05/2012 

Israel- Palestine: 

.The CODEL joined in urging Erdogan to put the Gaza flotilla incident behind, and move Turkish­
lsraeli relations back to a productive track, 1 

3 
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7. (C) Erdogan went on to recount his version of the Gaza Flotilla incident, in which "9 unarIIJ.ed Turks, 
includjng one American, in a TUikish ship bearing humanitarian relief supplies and neon le from 31 countries, 
were killed in international watern. I 1 .4(B )-

1 .4(0) 
B1 

~---~! Erdogan reiterated his terms: an apology, compensation to the families of the victims, and lifting 
the embargo on Gaza. "Without hesitation, when I learned fires broke out in lsrael last year, I immediately sent 
planes to help. This was a humanitarian matter. Israel should rise to the occasion and a~l=o,.'=e,'-=a., ____ _ 
C0!11 sation allow construction material to enter Gaza for schools homes, hos itals. 

The Senators pressed Erdogan, 
~s.,..h-ou'l"d-.h-e'd'-e'ci"d-e.,.to-t"'ra-v-e'l .,.to-G"'· -az-a,-,-to_g_o_o_n-.,-to-VJ~. s..,i.,..t I""s-ra-e.,..1.-''"'If"""'th_e_y_a-p'or-o-gi""'"· ze and lift the embargo, I will go 
there.0 

Syria vs. Libya: 
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Afghanistan: 

NR 

s 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751171 Date: 09/05/2012 



StateDept02092

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751171 Date: 09/05/2012 

Iraq: 

12. (IJ) The CODEL did not have the opportunity to review this message before their departure. 
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Logg, Cristinll! A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kim, Yuri J 
Tuesday, October 18, i-0111 :37 AM 
Ricciardone, F'rancis J; Ankara-EXEC 
FW: Tel Aviv Cable: Israel Negative on Turkey's Role In Syria; Israel's Oii Comes from 
Turkey! 

This document is SECRET//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 

Classifiimtion: SECRET/INOFORN [PAGE(S) MISSING) 
Derived From: Derived from previous message. 
Declassify On: 2036110/18 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2011 9:05 PM 
To: Baily, Jess L; Kim, Yuri J; Stafford, Edward G; Fernandes, Anthony Ci Letvln, John C 
Subject: Tel Aviv Cable: Israel Negative on Turkey's Role In Syria; Israel's Oil comes from Turkey! 

MRN: 
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From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Reference: 

Subject: 

SECRET//NOFORN 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

11 TEL AVIV 1221 
Oct 17, 2011 /171210ZOCT11 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, PTER, MOPS, KISL, EG, TU, IS 

NOFORN 
A) 11 TEL AVIV 120 7 

NSS Senior Director Simon Engages the GO! on Egypt, Syria, Turkey 

1. (S) Summary: On October 4, visiting NSS Senior Director Steven Simon 

85 

told senior GOI interlocutors! NR 
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Turkey, unless the GOT delivers Gilad Shalit. 

Israeli-Egyptian Relations 

Sinai Security 

on not apologizing to 
End summary. 
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NR 

Syria 

~------------ .. -····------ ----------------------NR 

Turkey 

9. (S) .4(8) 
'--------------------------- .4(0) 
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1.4(D) 

'-I _· ----~.,--~------·_··~~-=-=·-·····===-·-_-_···~~~-:_····_·_·:==-····-::_-::_-::_~·] doubted 
83M 

Netanyahu would change his position on not apologizing to Turke , unJ.:ees 
the GOT delivered a deal with Hamas to release Gilad Shalit. =--~ NR 

io. (U) NSS Senior Director Simon cleared this message .. 

Minimize considered. 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 
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AMERICAN CITIZENS TO JOIN AID CONVOY TO GAZA 

l. (C) SUMMARY: A representative from the Turkish NGO 
Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH) confirmed that four 
American citizens will participate in the flotilla to 

or five 
Gaza later 

f't~ho.±iE?.s_m!.!.!!-<on~t~h~. -"=='=========================!'1.4(B) 

SUMMARY. 

1.4(D) 
Bi 

2. (SBU) The Turkish NGO Humanitarian Aid Foundation '---------" c:=== jconfirmed May 10 
that "at least four or five Americans of all religions" will 
directly participate in the sea convoy to Gaza later this month. 

C ]said the Americans are acting as private citizens and do 
not represent any particular NGO. According toj i the 
flotilla's passengers will be from the U.S., Turkey, bK, 
Ireland, Greece, Belgium, Spain, France, Russia, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Venezuela, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, 
Kosovo, Australia, New Zealand, Algeria, Jordan, Morocco, Niger, 
South Africa, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Malaysia, among 
countries. ParticiI,>ants from more countries are expected as the 
launch date nears. L I said 20 European members of parliament 
will participate in addition to several members of parliament 
from Greece, which L.=:J described as "one of our main 
partners." He als.o said at least 10 Turkish members of 
parliament have expressed an interest in joining the convoy, 
though none have confirmed this. The flotilla of nine or ten 
ships (reports vary) plans to set sail on May 23 to deliver 5000 
tons of humanitarian aid to Gaza (REFTEL) . 

ISRAELI REACTION 

2. (C) On May 5, the Israeli Embassy requested GoT intervention 

1
t_o_s_t_oc=.p_t_he_f __ 1_o_t,_i_' l_l_a_·---=====================1.4(8) 

1.4(0) 
B1 
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IHH REPRESENTATIVE HELD BY ISRAEL 

5. (U) At an IHH press conference on May 6, IHH President BUlent 
Yildirim said Izzet Sahin, a Turkish national and West Bank 
representative £or IHH, was arrested by Israeli soldiers on 
April 27 while passing through the Bethlehem checkpoint. 
According to IHH, .Izzet is still held in a Shahak (Israel 
security Agency) detention center without being formally 
charged. Yildirim said he believes Sabin's arrest was aimed at 
pressuring IRR to stop the convoy. Ahmet Faruk Unsal told us 
May 10 that two lawyers were awaiting Israeli visas in order to 
represent Sa.hin in Israel. 

COMMENT 

6. (SBU) The planned participation of American. citizens in the 
sea convoy warrants close attention given indicati.ons IHH would 
welcome and perhaps even provoke an armed r.esponse from the IDF 
to.score propaganda. points. We will.continue to monitor the 
situation but our ability to do so will be limited once the 
flotilla sets sail. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751172 Date: 09/0512012 
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~LJ::j\SED IN PART NR,BSI (/ 8'f 

(April 27, 2010) 

Convoy cannot be stopped 
- money already collected (from poor people in every city) 

MFA & Pres against convoy, but PM supports 

No consultations with Israel 
- 11 Not our business" 

Waiting to see how Israel, Turkey, and the U.S. will respond. 

Israel will not hesitate to take over convoy ships. "They even 
take our lands. Taking ships is nothing to them." 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

Ihab Soliman (May 6, 2010) 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751173 Date: 06/28/2012 

86 

NR 

NR 



StateDept02101

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751173 Date: 0612812012 

Izzet Sahin (IHH West Bank) held by Israel. 

IHH bought 3rd ship, but may not be seaworthy. 

(May 10, 2010) 

4-5 americans (NOT NGOs) will participate 

Apparently busy with Izzet case. Didn't have details on convoy 
on hand. 

2 (media says 3) lawyers are awaiting visas to represent Sahin 
in Israel. 

More than 40 countries represented in convoy. 
- 20 Euro MPs, Greek MPs, 10+ T MPs considering 

Didn't know about 3rd ship 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010~04163. Doc No. C18751173 Date: 0612812012 
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!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D),B6] 

Turkey Expects "Strong Report" on Flotilla from Human Rights 
Council 

i. (c>I 

2. (SBu)r:===:=Jspoke highly of the lawyers and experts of the 
fact-finding mission appointed by the President of the HRC, 
which visited Turkey August 22-29 to inspect the Mavi Marmara 

and interview witnesses and government officials. The fact­
finding mission is chaired by K. Hudson-Phillips, former judge 

of the International Criminal Court in the Hague, and also 
includes Desmond de Silva, chief prosecutor of the Sierra Leone 
War Crimes Tribunal, and Shanthi Dairiam, former member of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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[RELEASED IN PART NR~ 

IHH WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN JULY GAZA FLOTILLA 

l. (SBU) SUMMARY: The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom 
and Humanitarian Relief 

~-------------------~ 
'-----~------' 

told us June l8 IHH will not participate in 
the Gaza humanitarian flotilla announced for the second half of 
July, contrary to TUrkish media reports. I !confirmed the 
IHH's Mavi Marmara set sail in May for Gaza under a Comoros 
flag. END SUMMARY. 

2. (SBU) The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and 
Humanitarian ReliefC 

told us June 18 IHH will not participate in the Gaza 
~--~-~ 
humanitarian flotilla announced for the second half of July, 
contrary to TUrkish media reports. said he was present at 

~--~ 

a press conference in Str.asbourg June 16 where a French national 
representative from a different NGO announced preparations for 
the late July flotilla. I I explained his his presence at the 
press conference may have been misconstrued by the media as an 
IHH endorsement o.f the new flotilla. 

3. (SEU) [ [confirmed the IHH's Mavi Marmara set sail on its 
late-May voyage for Gaza under a Comoros flag. He said IHH 
purchased the previously Turkish-flagged ship directly from the 
Istanbul municipality. According to the IHH website, IHH. 
pur'chased the ship from Istanbul Seabuses and Fast Ferries Inc 
(IDO). He said IHH had opted for a flag of convenience when 
Turkish maritime regulations proved onerous. 

COMMENT 
' ------- !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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5. (SBU) ThoughL ..... ] contends the Israel Defense Force's 
violent interdiction of the Mavi Marmara May 31 helped advance 
its goal of breaking the Gaza "siege," he seemed genuinely 
regretful of the loss of life. For the short term, IHH seems 
content to let the GoT champion the NGO's battles legally and 
diplomatically. As an organization, if not as individuals, IHH 
members seem disinclined to join in the several new f.lotillas 
targeting Israel's Gaza em]:largo. 
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IHH DENIES JULY FLOTILLA LAUNCH 

1. (C) SUMMARY: The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and 
Huinanitarian Relief's (IHH) c· l told us IHH has 
not endorsed the launching of a new flotilla in the second half 
of July as was reported in the media . ~·~D) 

c=s6-Jconfirmed the IHH's Mavi 
Marmara embarked in late-May under a Comoros flag. IHH purchased 
the previously Turkish-flagged ship from Istanbul Seabuses and 
Fast Ferries Inc, a municipal company. 

2. (U) The Folllldation for Hwuan Rights and Freedom and 
Humanitarian. Relief (IHH) [ _____ _ 

~-----~ 
told us June 18 IHH has not endorsed the launching 

of a new flotilla. in the second half of July as was reported in 
the media. unsal attended a press conference in Strasbourg June 
16 where a French .national representative from a different NGO 
annotlllced a new flotilla would be launched, said he did 
not make a statement about IHH' s joining the new flotilla, but 
did acknowledge his presence at the meeting (as the official IHH 
representative) could have been misconstrued by the media as an 
endorsement. He said IHH leaders are currently trying to pursue 
legal action against Israel and asked for USG support. 

86 

NR 

86 

3. (U) I ~onfirmed the IHH's Mavi Marmara embarked on the 86 
late-May voyage under a Comoros flag. He said the IHH purchased 
the previously Turkish-flagged ship directly from an Istanbul 
municipality. According to the IHH website, IHH purchased the 
ship from Istanbul Seabuses and Fast Ferries Inc (!DO) . 

R.EVIEW AUTHORITY: . Sharon Ahm11.c1_,_ senI~r Revieweri------~ 
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COMMENT 

5. (CJ~I ~~~!believes the May 31 flotilla incident achieved 
"90%" of the IHH's goal, which he said was to draw attention to 
the situation in Gaza. IHH appears to be content to let 
political and judicial processes take over what the flotilla 
started, for now. 
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[RELEASED IN PART B6[ 

~-----_______ _JI- April 9, 2010 

Flotilla will launch mid-May. Postponed from April 20. 
- wait until after May 6 general election in the UK 
- before 2010 World Cup (South Africa) : June 11 - July 11 
- maximize media exposure 

International, multi-religious, multi-sect effort 

7 ships: 
Greece 1 
Ireland 1 
UK 3 
Turkey 2 - passenger (1100 capacity) 

- freight (3000 tons) 

1st sea convoy for IHH. 
IHH bought the 2 ships because no one wanted to risk their 
property. Each ship cost $2 million. Finance - contributions 
from people in every city and town. Alluded to fact that source 
of some funding is murky and they do not have strict rules on 
contributions: "We cannot refuse money." 

As of now, Galloway & MPs have not committed to participating. 
- Can easily be accommodated later due to small boats plan. 

T ships will launch from Istanbul. 2nd stop will be in Mersin. 
Not clear where the T ships will meet other ships, possibly by 
territorial "border." 
- Reluctant to discuss coordination with other countries, other 
NGOs. 
- Due to size of flotilla and various participants, "We cannot 
control them." They will do their best to prevent violence 
(repeated: "we will not even have 1 small knife.") but said it's 
impossible to have absolute control. "We are not a state. We 
don't know what will happen." 

Heavy media coverage planned. 
- "Our power is the consciousness of the world people" and media 
coverage. 
- journalists (REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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- live tv 
- "Day by day, hour by hour, we will infonn the world." 
- EU parliamentarians expected (MPs from individual EU states 
hoped for.) 

- singers, famous entertainers 

The MFA knows, but is providing no guidance. But not blocking. 
- But we are T citizens, so we are under the protection of the 
GoT if something goes wrong. 
- Wants to attend with his children (sons?). This is an 

honorable event. 

Mother ships will create an "artificial island." 
- women and children will be aboard 
- large T. passenger vessel will not be full capacity - so 
passengers can be comfortable (planning long-tenn event) 
- prepared to stay at least 1 month 

Mother ships will be supplied by smaller, faster boats. 
- enables supply-line 
- rotating crew 

- VIPs (possibly Galloway & MPs) can be shuttled (after flying 
into Turkey or Syria) 

- supply runs to Mersin. Expect no trouble from T authorities. 

Will record all loading/unloading of supplies in case Israel 
wants to check. 

"Form a bridge 11 

- purchased ships ~ long-tenn plans 
- will continue to send convoys/flotillas "until the end" 

Egypt (Lifeline 3) 

- "In the world, Egypt has no respect." 
- "We used our power. We used the media." 
- "We are right. This is our power. " 

Contrary to some media reports, Unsal said flotilla will not/not 
attempt to break through blockade. 
- expect to be stopped. Then the media show begins. 

What if hostilities? 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751178 Date: 06/28/2012 
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- "There are 4 flags. If Israel attadks, it's her problem, not 

ours." 
- If they seize our ships, they will be just like the Somali 

pirates. It is "your (IC) legal obligation" to fight against 

pirates. 

L_ ______ _JI- April 9, 2010 

Convoy will launch May 15. 

Last week, Palestinian "embassy" talked to president of IHH. 

- Told him "This is not helpful. " 
- There are other channels to deliver aid to Gaza, through 

Egypt. 

There are no ports in the Gaza Strip. Fishing only. 
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TURKEY, EGYPT, AND ISRAEL CLOSELY WATCHING IHH CONVOY TO GAZA 

1. (C) SUMMARY: The Turkish Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH) ia 
preparing to lead a convoy of ships to Israeli-controlled Gaza 
beginning on May 15 to "break the embargo" and deliver 
humanitarian aid. Israeli representatives say under no 

· rQ.UID.SJ:.aru::iL:w:ill ·they <LU.o.w. this fl.Qtilla to :r:_~ Gaza. __ T.._,_. =-~ 

2. (SBU) Bulent Yildirim, president of the Turkish Humanitarian 
Aid Foundation (IHH), an organization linked to terrorism 
finance, has announced his organization will lead. a flotilla of 
ships to Israeli-controlled Gaza in May to "break the embargo" 
and deliver humanitarian aid. IHH has called this convoy 
"Noah's Ark," "Freedom Is the Last Port," and most recently 
"Palestine Our Destination, Freedom Our Cargo." 

told us April 9 the flotilla 
will consist of seven ships: two from Turkey, three from the UK, 
and one each from Greece and I:i;eland. Inconsistent media 
reports say IHH hopes to inc:i;ease the number of ships to 10, 15, 
or 20. One of the Turkish ships is a cargo ship with a 3000 ton 
freight capacity; the other is a passenger ship with a maximum 
capacity of 1100 persons. IHH was forced to buy its own ships 
because no shipping company would risk their property on this 
convoy. The passenger ship was purchased for $1.2 million while 
the cargo ship cost $570,000. j I said financial 
cont:i;ibutions for the ships came "from people in every city and 
every town of Turkey." He acknowledged that IHH does not have 
strict rules regarding contributions, saying "We cannot refuse 
money." The IHH ships will launch from Istanbul and make a stop 
in Mersin before joining the rest of the flotilla nea;r- the Gaza 
maritime "border." The other ships in the convoy will make a 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior R.eviewerj 
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stop in Cyprus before heading to Gaza. j was. reluctant to 
discuss the degree or nature of the coordination with the other 
ships/NOOs. 

An Artificial Island 

3. (SBU) According to IHH expects to be stopped along the 
maritime "border" by Israeli ships. He said the convoy will 
create an "artificial island" and they are prepared to stay at 
least one month. This "artificial island" will be serviced and 
supplied hy a number of smaller, faster boats that will make B6 
supply runs to Mersin and Cyprus. In addition to providing a 
supply-line, the smaller supply boats will also ferry and rotate 
the passengers, crew, and media. said VIPS such as 
entertainers, Turkish MPs, and other politicians such as George 
Galloway (the British MP who organized the Viva Palestina 
convoy) can be shuttled to the mother ships with ease. The 
large TUrkish passenger ship will not be at full capacity. 

said this is so the passengers can be comfortable even if 
~----: 

they have to stay long-term. Women and children will reportedly 
be aboard. Because. IHH now owns its own ships, they plan to 
continue sending convoys by sea to Gaza •until the end." 

Heavy Media Coverage 

4. (C) The sea convoy will have a heavy media component and 
organizers plan to broadcast everything live on television. 
!!said "Our po.wer is the consciousness of the world people. 
~ day, hour by hour, we w:j.11 inform the world." I I said 
IHH wanted to wait until after the May 6 UK election in order to 
maximize media coverage. IHH believes its media coverage window 
will close on June 11 when the 2010 World Cup begins in South 

rA:::f:.:r:.:i:.::c~a::·_~Ic::s.=_r~ae=l_:.E~mb=a::::S::.:S::;Y'...:::===================1.4(8) 
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5. (C) told us the flotilla will not attempt 
to break through the expected line of Israeli ships. But! 
did say it would be impossible to have absolute control ov~e-r _ __, 
such a large and di verse rnvoy: "We _are not a state. we don It 
know what will happen." understood the potential for 
hostilities. H.e stressed that the seven ships will be from four 
states: "There are four flags. If Israel attacks, it is an 
attack on four countries. It will be her problem, not ours." 
If Israel boards the convoy ships, I lsaid 'they will be no 
different from the Somali pirates: "It is your [international 
community's] obligation to fight against pirates." Other IHH 
representatives claim the convoy will attempt to break through 
the line of Israeli ships. In interviews with local media, IHH 
spokesperson Salih Bilici said the goal of the convoy is to 
reach Gaza. Bilici said, "We don't have a plan B, c, or D. We 
have decided to reach Gaza by sea and enter via its port." In a 
meeting announcing the convoy at their headquarters, IHH 
President Yildirim declared "We will sail in May to break the 
embargo." 

Egyptian Concerns 
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B},B1,1.4(D)J ~qf, 

Turkish Flotilla Co!lllnissiori Presents Report to UN 

1. (S) SUMMARY: In a meeting with the CDA September 7, the chief 
of Turkey's National Investigation and Examination Commission, 
Amb. Mithat Rende, gave a readout of the Commission's report 
··---rdiruLth~.Y. 31 Mavi Marmara incident. I 

SUMMARY. !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

2. (C) Turkey's National Investigation and Examination 
Commission chief Amb. Mithat Rende g-ave the CDA a read out 
September 7 of the commission report regarding the May 31 Mavi 
Marmara (MM) incident. I 

Classification Extended - Class: SECRET - Reason:D1.4(B), 1.4(0), 81 
- Declassify on: 0910712020 
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MFA Response to UN Human Rights Council's Flotilla Report 

1-. (C) SUMMARY: The MFA issued a response September 23 to the 
report from the UN Human Rights council's (HRC) Fact Finding 
Mission on the May 31 Gaza flotiila incident. The MFA supports 
the report's findings, which are highly critical of Israel, and 
reiterates its calls for Israel to issue an apology and pay 
compensation. I 

2. (c) on September 23, the MFA released its response to the UN 
Human Rights Council's (HRC) findings from its Fact Finding 
Mission on the May 31 Gaza flotilla. incident (see paragraph 5 
for full text) .c= I 

I 
In its statement, the MFA expresses its 

support for the Fact Finding Mission's report, saying it is in 
line with the GoT's own National Investigation arid Examination 
commission Report of September l (ANKARA 1327). The statement 
also repeats the GoT's calls for Israel to issue an apology and 
pay compensation to the families of the nine passengers who were 
killed as well as to the other passengers. 

3. (CJ Viva Palestina, the NGO behind January's convoy to Gaza 
which ended in violence, launched its fifth land convoy on 
September 18 with the goal of again "breaking the siege of the 
Gaza Strip." Viva Palestina e)(!lects this "Lifeline 5 11 convoy to 
grow co 200 vehicles by the time it reaches Latakia in Syria. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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From there the convoy will be shipped to the Egyptian port o.f El 
Arish. Viva Palestina hopes the convoy will then enter Gaza 
via the Rafah crossing. Lifeline 5 is scheduled. to a=ive in 
Istanbul on September 27, where its activists will stay until 
October 1. From there the convoy will pass through Ankara, 
Kavseri, Adana, Gaziantep, and Kilis en route to Syria. 

4. (C) The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and 
Humanitarian Relief (IHH) 1 which led the May 31 Gaza flotilla, 
will "host" the convoy during its time in Turkey. I 

5. (U) UNOFFICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATIQN 

No: 206 September 23, 2010 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

(BEGIN TEXT) As one would remember, the UN Human Rights Council 
tasked a HRC mission on June 2, 2010 to collect data and find 
out the facts in order to study the offensive and its 
consequences following the death of eight Turkish and one 
American citizen when Israel attacked a humanitarian assistance 
convoy destined for Gaza in international waters on May 31, 
2010. The Mission visited our country on August 22-29, 2010. 

We are pleased to see that the Fact Finding Mission presented 
its report to the HRC on September 22, 2010. 

It is understood that the report, which was based on the 
testimonies of the witnesses, autopsy reports and the views of 
the experts, was a product of a comprehensive and deta,iled work. 
The Report can also contribute to meeting the expectation of the 

UNCL.A~SIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751181 Date: 09/0512012 

1.4(B) 
1.4(D) 
B1 



StateDept02119

UNCLASSIF1ED U.S. Department of Stale Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751181 Date: 09/05/2012 

international community that the investigation should be in line 
with international standards, fast, unbiased, acceptable and 
transparent, as mentioned in the Security Council Presidency 
announcement on June l, 2010. 

The basic assessments in the Report were in line with the data 
and evaluations in our National report, prepared by·the National 
Investigation and Examination Commission and presented to the UN 
Investigation Panel on September l, 2010. 

We noted carefully the assessments that in its Report the Fact 
Finding Mission stated that the blockade on Gaza by Israel .was 
illegal and thus the armed intervention of Israel into the 
convoy in international waters, too, was cle«rly illegal; that 
the Israeli troops used disproportion«l, unnecessary violence 
and incredible force; and that the intervention was a severe 
violation of human rights law and humanitarian law provisions 
and that the national investigation that Israel initiated at the 
national level was far from being credible. 

With this Report, the Israeli public opinion may for the first 
time be getting information from an independent source 
concerning the violence and inhumane treatment by Israeli 
security forces against the members of the convoy on board the 
ship and later when they were under detention. We expect the 
Israeli authorities to draw the necessary conclusion from the 
Report, apologize by accepting responsibility, and pay 
compensation to the wounded and the families. of those who lost 
their lives during the offensive and to the passengers whose 
money and personal belongings were seized during the 
intervention. 

In the future phases we will find it useful for the UN lfRC to 
evaluate and follow appropriately the Fact Finding Mission 
Report and also the UN Investigation J?anel, too, in its work to 
evaluate carefully this Report, which was prepared in line with 
international standards and in an unbiased way under the ON 
roof. (END TEXT) 

COMMENT 
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IHH: C=--1 FLOTILLA. 1.4(D) 

l. (C) SUMMARY: The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and 
Humanitarian Relief 

~--------------------__J I I gave us his first-hand account of the M1iiY :H 
Israeli interdiction of the- Gaza-bound Mavi Mannara. -------

2. (CJ On June ll, the The 
~------------------Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and Humanitarian Relief 

(IHH) 'l ~ gave us a first-hand account of the 
Israel raid on the IRAed flotilla. I lwas a passenger on 
the Mavi Marmara on May 31 when it was boarded by Israeli 
Defense Force (IDF) special forces. He said I 

·--------------------------------· 

~view AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahm~d. Senior Review.!!] 
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s. (C) is pla1U1in9 to go to the U.S. as early as next week 
to consult with "legal experts" and other NGOs in order to plan 
future IHH actions. 

COMMENT 
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[REI.EASED IN PAR'fB1,1.4(D),NRI 

IHH DESCRIBES MAVI MARMARA RAID AND PLANS ITS NEXT FLOTILLA 

1. (C) SUMMARY: The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and 
Humanitarian Relief 

~--:c:-:---:--0---------.,,--~~~~~-~~ 
gave us a first-hand account of the May 31 Israeli 

r.aid on the Gaza-bound Mavi Marmara. 

2. (Cl On June 11, the~--------------·-- for The 
Foundation for Human Rights and Freedom and Humanitarian Relief 
(Ilffi), [--··----------------·---·--------) gave us a first-hand account of the 

Israeli raid on the IHH-led flotilla. I !was a passenger on 
the Mavi Marmara on May 31 when it was boarded by Israeli 
Defense Force (IDF) troops. He saidl 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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s. (C) is planning to go to the U.S. as early as next week 
to cons~u_l_t_w~ith "legal experts" and other NGOs in order to plan 

f t IHH actions. I j [~- -
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CONFIDENTIAL 

!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(8),B1 ,1.4(0),NRI 

Embassy Ankara - IHH Flotilla Actions 

Aprdl 9 

IHH Ankara told Ankara Polof f two TUrkish ships would join 
Gaza-bound· flotilla. ANKARA 565) 

Classification Extended - Class: CONFIDENTIAL - Reason:o 1.4 

April 12 
b,d - Declassify on: 05-01-2020 -

The Israel Embassy told Ankara Poloff the convoy's aim is 
political propaganda and "diplomatic drama." (ANKARA 565) 

the 

The MFA told Ankara Poloff they have been trying to dissuade IHH 
from proceeding with the convoy. (ANKARA 565) 

April 14 

April 19 

The Embassy and Consulate Istanbul received a letter from IHH 
calling for solidarity and support for the flotilla. (Scanned 
and faxed to EUR/ SE. J 

May 6 j@QIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewer! 

CONFIDENT'.J:AL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

May 10 

IHH Ankara told Ankara Poloff at least four or five AMCITS are 
expected to join the flotilla. (ANKARA 680) 

May 1.7 

IHH President Bulent Yildirim told Consulate Istanbul POL/ECON 
Chief 1.0 AMCITS are expected to join the flotilla. (ISTANBUL 
l. 79) 

May 21 

May 22 

Discussion of former U.S. Ambassador (and flotilla passenger) 
Edward Peck's status. {AMB's unclassified email to NEA and 
EUR/SE.) 

May 25 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by Ambassador James F. Jeffrey 
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I 

CONFIDENTIAL 

IHH told Consulate Istanbul there were no AMCITS on board the 
Mavi Marmara on the Istanbul to Antalya trip. Two AMCITS could 
board in Antalya. (Unclassified email from Consulate Istanbul 
to EUR/SE and other Washington addressees.) 

May 26 

May 27 

IHH told Consulate Istanbul the Mavi Marmara would depart at Spm 
(May 27) with at least one AMCIT on board. (ISTANBUL 1.95) 

May 28 

The IHH Deputy President told Consulate Istanbul three IHH ships 
were en route to rendezvous with other ships near cyprus. 
(ISTANBUL 199) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by Ambassador James F. Jeffrey 

Reasons 1.4 (b, d) 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State C~:;e No. F-201_o-o4163 _Doc No. C18751184 Date: 09/0512012 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751184 Date: 09/05/2012 

CONFIDENTIAL 

L_ 
May 31 

AMB Jeffr~y and the entire Dip Corps (Amb level) were called in 
by the MFA. The MFA said all the violence occurred on the Mavi 
Marmara. (ANKARA 774) 

AKP Foreign Affairs Chairman Murat Mercan told AMB Jeffrey and 
Codel Delahunt that the Turks wanted an immediate release of 
Turkish ships and personnel from Israel. (ANKARA 779) 

June l 

IHH told Consulate Istanbul that IHH was seeking the return of 
the confiscated materials. (ANKARA 777) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by Ambassador James F. Jeffrey 

Reasons 1.4 (b, d) 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Ca.se No. F-2010-04115<1 Doc No. C18751184 Date: 09/05/2012 

1.4{B) 
1.4{D) 
B1 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Departmant of State Case No. F-201\J-04163 Doc No. C18751184 Date: 09/0512012 

CONFID.ENTIAL 

June 3 

The MFA told Acting POL Chief they were fo;rmally reviewing 
Turkey"Israeli bilateral relations. (ANKARA 800) 

CONFIDENTIAI. 
Classified by Ambassador James F. Jeffrey 

Reasons 1.4 (b, d} 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751184 Date: 09105/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751186 Date: 06/28/2012 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Importance: 

Rich, Karen: 

[RELEASED IN PART BS[ 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Tuesday, May 11, 2010 1 :31 AM 
Appleton, Richard H; Ogle, Karen L 
Ahn, Michael 
AMCITS MAY JOIN CONVOY OF AID SHIPS TO GAZA 
(CO) ANKARA 680 

High 

I want to flag this cable for you. It reports on the IHH humanitarian assistance flotilla to Gaza, which seeins 
designed to provoke the Israelis. Unfortunately, AMCITS are participating and may be placing themselves in 
danger. 

f __ • _ I I've asked 85 
~ 1 I Istanbul's Win Dayton and Sal Amodeo to keep their phone numbers handy in case Washington wants us to 

inquire about the welfare and whereabouts of the flotilla's American participants. 

-- Jerry 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751186 Date: 06/28/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751189 Date: 06/28/2012 

[RELEASED IN PART 86[ 

logg, Cristina A 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 

f [O~ 

Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 12:21 PM j 
1 

,Arkara-Political; Wiener, Sharqn A (Istanbul); Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); I B6 
LJCiv USAF USAFE 39 OSllN';[ }giincirlik.af.smil.mil' ~---~ 

Subject: Country Team; June 1 

Categories: Working 

CONFIDENTIAL 

• The Israeli interdiction of the !HH-led flotilla and attendant casualties, especially the Turkish deaths, has 
precipitated a major crisis that can redound against the USG. 

• Turkey is absolutely furious with Israel and is pushing for condemnation of Israel's interception of the convoy in 
the UN and at NATO. 

• This is not business as usual. "This is the only thing." 
• Our focus is to be "flotilla" reporting and persona! security. 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, D/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1-4(b). (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/05/01 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751189 Date: 06/28/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. De artment of Stale- Case No. F·20J0-04163 Doc No. C18751190 Date: 0910512012 
RELEASED IN PARTB1, 1.4(0),NR,1:!6 p }QS 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 

Howard; Jeremiah H 
Thursday, June 03."2010 12:31 PM 

B6 To: Ankara-Political; Dayton, JohnW /Wlol ll~nblil}; Wiener, Sharoh A(lstanbul); 
L Civ USAF USAFE 39 05/IN';l _@lnclrlik.af.smlLmll' '----_, 

Subject: AMB's Morning Meeting; 6/3 

Categories: Working 

CONFIDENTIAL 

• Issue now, perTina Kaidanow, is the nature of the investigation into the flotilla interdiction. 

• Turks want one that is international, 

• 

• Watch for a reaction to US vote againstthe UN Human Rights Committee Investigation into the flotilla 

interdiction. 

• 

• Large-scale demos In Istanbul, Ankara and Adana on Saturday . 

• ~----~ 
• Will try to identify which Turkish office is coordinating the review of bilateral TU-Israeli relations. NR . [ ···- -- .. . J 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Polltical counselor 
Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 

!REVIEW AUTHOR!!": Sharon!lhmad, Senior R<:~ 

IVG: 295-7149 

Classlflcatlon: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, DIPOLGOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b), (o) 
Declassify On: 2020/06/03 

1 

UNCLASSIFIEO U.S. Departm_ent of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1S751190 Date: 09/0512012 
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81 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751191 Date: 06/28/2012 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, June 04, 201 o 1 :39 AM 
Ankara-Political 
CIA: Israel/flotilla vessels 
2010-3090.pdf 

Working 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from SECRET attachment(s). 
Classification: SECRET 
Classified by: J. Howard, D/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06/04 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751191 Date: 06/28/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-201 oco4163 Doc No: C187S1193 Dat~: 09/0S/2012 

!RELEASED IN PART 81'1.4jD),NR,B6I f I 07 

l.ogg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

. Subject: 

Categories: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Monday, June 07, 2010 8:25 AM 
Ankara-Po!aical 
Wiener, Sharon A fl~!JIB!?'J}1'Qaylon, John W (Win) (lstanbul);'--___ ___,Civ USAF 
USAFE 39 OS}IN';_ ..:.___@inclrllk,af.smll.mil' 
Country Team Noles, June 7 

Working 

I 
B6 

AMB: We're working 24/7 on the Flotilla issue. We need to be VERY careful on the American citizen issue. (He asked to Leet with CON POL and DCM afterward on this.) I 11.4(0) 
--~~~---·--------· J Turks want: a) 91 

an investigation into the.Flotdla Incident; b) something to be done about the Gaza blockade. I _____ J 

ADANA: Leyla Is drafting a cable on the SE reaction to the flotma. (AMB 

called this the dog-that-did-not-bark, and called It significant.) 

[REVIEW AUTHORlrY: Sharon Ahmad_, S<!nlor Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010·04163 Doc No. C18751193 Date: 0910512012 - . 

NR 

1.4(0) 
B1 
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NR 

NR 
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-·· 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Casa No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1875i 193 Date: 09/05/2012 

NR 

Dan 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Daniel O'Grady, POL Counselor, POL, STATE 
Reason: 1.4(b). (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06/07 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751195 Date: 09/05/2012 

[ReCEA"se~1NPA"RT-e1;1.4/oJ,NR,B6] 

Lo.gg, Cristina A 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Thursday, June 17, 2010 4:34 AM 

from: 
Sent: 

Ankara-Polttlcal r----~ 
Wiener, Sharon A Qi;tanbul); Dayton, .John W (Win) (Istanbul); I p1v USAF 
USAFE 39 dSflN';I :::Jilinclrlik.af.smil.mil' 

To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Ambassador's a.m. meeting, June 17 

Categories: Wor!<ing 

CONFIDENTIAL 

AMB: 

' ' ~· ~·----~-~-----------------1 
- noted that he would pass to Ambassador Cunningham in Tel Aviv his assessme11t that the new video dip purporting to 

,<1:umU1Jce.s!avinp of the Arndt oo the Flotilla is incorrect because the IDF soldier appears to be firing a paint gun; 

86 

NR 

C!) id .,, haW.ll:llL'1dtllla.wn11 Id pnrounter.harsh I ISG onnosjtj 1 .4(D) 
81 

Dan 
Classlncation: CONFIDENTIAL ~EW AUTHORITY: Sharcm Ahmad, Senior RevieWerj 
Classified by: Daniel O'Grady, POL Counselor, POL, STATE 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020106117 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751196 Date: 06/28/2012 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

[RELEASED IN FULL) ? \10 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, July 30, 2010 2:12 AM 
Ahn, Michael 
(C) UPDATE ON ISRAEL'S VIEWS ON GOLDSTONE AND FLOTILLA INQUIRIES 
(CO) TEL AVIV 1722 

Working 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, D/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b). (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/07/30 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2010 9:09 AM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Subject: FW: (CO) UPDATE ON ISRAEL'S VIEWS ON GOLDSTONE AND FLOTILLA INQUIRIES 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, D/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2020/07/30 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Stale Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751198 Date: 0910512012 

logg, Cristina A 
!RELEASED IN PART NR,B1$j 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Frlday, July 30, 2010 4;07 A.M 
Ankara-Political; Dayton, John W (Win) (lstanbut);J §i1ncirlik.af;smil.mil' 
AMB's Last Morning Meeting; 7130 ~----' 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: Working 

CONFIDENTIAL 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Received a call yesterday from the father of AMCIT Furkan Dogan, who was killed during the Mavl Marmara 
interdiction. CONS hasthe autopsy report. Still awalting the death and burial certificata 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, l)enior Reviewer! 
Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
Embassy Ankara -Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 29 5-7149 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
CJ;tssifled by: J. Hovvard, DIPOLCOUNS 
Reason: 1A(d) 
Oeclasslfy0n:2013/07/31 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751198 Date; 0910512012 

f Ill 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751199 Date: 06/28/2012 

[RELEASED IN PART 85,NR,BSj 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

O'Grady, Daniel J 
Tuesday, February 15, 20111:14 AM 
Ankara-Political 
FW: (C) Turkey Desk 0/1- February 14, 2011 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Schrank, Alexander D 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 20111:38 AM 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J; Silliman, Douglas A; Dayton, John W (Win) (Istanbul); O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah H; 
Godfrey, Anthony F; iv USAF USAFE 39 OS/IN'; Leary, Thomas M; Guido, Deborah L; Appleton, Richard 
H; Fernandes, Cheryl L; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Witmer, Kami A; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Kilner, Scott F; Jaworski, 
Richard E; Treiber, Laird D 
Cc: EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Subject: (C) Turkey Desk 0/1 - February 14, 2011 

. ACTION 

Turkey Desk 
Official-Informal 

Monday, February 14, 2011 

(SBU) Furkan Dogan I Radikal article: We would appreciate a copy ofthe June 16, 2010, article in Radikal, 
quoting from Furkan Dogan's diary entry on the morning before the flotilla incident: "These are the last hours 
before I take part in the sweet experience of becoming a shaheed. Is there anything more beautiful than 

86 

~---

thot?"The Turkel Commission report cites these lines in its paragraph on Furkan Dogan (page 219). BS 

85 

NR 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
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Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2036102/14 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751200 Date: 06/28/2012 

[RELEASED j)!:Lti:-'~ 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

SECRET/NOFORN 
DECL: 04/15/2021 

• 

• 

Harris, Rian H 
Friday, April 15, 2011 6:26 PM 
(S/NF) EUR NS Welcome Home Notes and Daily Activity Report: Friday, April 15, 2011 

Working 

EUR Daily Activity Report 
Welcome Home Assistant Secretary Gordon 

Friday, April 15, 2011 

IREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751200 Date: 06/28/2012 
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NR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751200 Date: 0612812012 

.. 

• (SBU) Turkey: Israel Asks Turkey to Prevent Second IHH Flotilla: Israel's 
Ambassador to Turkey, GabyLevy, urged Turkish MFA Deputy U/S Halit Cevik to 
prevent IHH participation in a new flotilla to Gaza, according to press reports. On April 
7 IHH head Bulent Yildirim announced that IHH would delay its participation in a flotilla 
until mid-June (following Turkey's June 12 elections), and that the Mavi Marmara would 
sail from a "European" port. 

.. 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S, Department of Stale Case No, F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751201 Date: 09(05/2012 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Siatus: 

Categories: 

[ReilisEDINMRT1.4(Bjj'1, 1.4(D),NR] 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Friday, April 22, 2011 7:15AM 
Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Godfray, Anthony f' 
Dunn, Patrick M; de Dtalvaro, Laura H; Witmer, Kami A; Ahl'!, Michael; Mineo, Mark R 
(C) Israelis on: Normalization Prospects, Flotillas, AKP and IHI-I, Syria, the Eiections 

Follow up 
Completed 

Working 

The Israeli Embassy told me4/22: 

1.4(6) 
1.4(0) 
61 

illormalization prospegs 

• 

• 

• 

Flotillas and 1HH 

• 

• 

Israel and the Election Campaign 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: . Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Stale Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. 018751201 Dale: 09/05/2012 
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Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

Classification: SECRIST 
Cla$sifled by: J. Howard, DIPOLCOUNS 
R~ason: 1.4(b) 
Declassify On: 2021(04122 
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l!!@SED IN PART 81,1.4(~ ?\15 

logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

SECRETl/NOFORN 

May9, 2011 

519 !SBUj 

Howard, Jeremiah H 
Monday, May 09, 2011 7:17 AM 
(S//NF) Turkey Dally Brief - May 9, 2011 

Working 

(Cl/REL UK} Mavi Marmara AnnlVQ!'§arv Flotilla's Timing Still Unclear 

Mavi Marmara Anniversary Flotilla's Timing Still Unclear 
(C//REL UK) The Turkish lslamlst NGO JHH announced it is sending a single ship May 31, carrying humanitarian supplies, 
to El Arish, where the cargo will be transshipped to Gaza b truck through the Rafah border crossing. IHH also plans a 

NR 

NR 

arale annlversa flotilla but timln Is unclear. --··----~ 1.4(0) 
81 

NR 
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Return to Top - Read the Latest Media Reaction (Ankara 652) 

(U) Upcomlrtg Events 

Classified by Deputy POLCOUNS Jeremiah Howard, E.O. 13526, reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 
DECL:OS/08/2021 
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• (SBU) Turkey: Gaza Flotilla To Sall Third Week of June: The international steering 
commfrtee for the Gaza "Freedom Flotilla If' met in Paris May 9 and announced ships 
will depart the third week of June from various European ports, including Marseille. 
Organizers also announced the recent addition of a Swiss-German vessel to the flotilla. 
Separately, Turkish Islamist NGO IHH announced plans to send a 11000 ton ship laden 
with construction materials, textile products, and medicine destined for Gaza to Egypt's 
El-Arish port on May 31; IHH will also participate in the ''Freedom Flotilla 11." 

• 

5 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No, C18751203 Date: 09/0512012 

NR 



StateDept02168

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751203 Date: 09/05/2012 

NR 

6 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751203 Date: 09/05/2012 ___ _ 



StateDept02169

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751203 Date: 0910512012 

---·----------

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

This document is CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived from: DSCG 05-1 (b), (d) 

Decla'ssify On: 2021/05/09 

Sensitive 

This email Is UNClASSIFlED//NOFORN 

7 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F·2Q.1!)-04163 Doc No. C187512.D3 Date: 0910512012 

NR 



StateDept02170

- ' 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751207 Date: 0910512012 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

CARC 
• 

• 

• 

•• 

!RELEASED IN FULL.) . 

Norberg, Chad R ~ESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED] 
Wednesday, May 25, 2011 6:40 PM 
(S) EUR Daily Activity Report for Wednesday, May 25th 

EUR Daily Activity Report 
Wednesday, May 25, 2011 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlewerj 

l 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751207 Date: 09105/2012 

P\2.0 

NR 



StateDept02171

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010'04163 Doc No. C18751207 Date: 0910512012 

.. 

.. 

ERAi 
-----; 

• 

• 

• 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751207 Date: 0910512012 

NR 



StateDept02172

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Departrnenl of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No, C18751207 Date: 09/05/2012 

NR 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751207 Date: 09/05/2012 



StateDept02173

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751207 Date: 09/0512012 

• 

• (SBU) Turkey: IHH Recruiting for Second Gaza Flotilla: An IHH spokesman 
claimed on May 24 that the organization has received 500,000 applications to participate, 
and that 1,500 international activists in 15 vessels including the Mavi Marmara will sail 
the "last week of June." An lHH ship is also scheduled to sail to El Arish., Egypt, on the 
anniversary of the May 31 incident to deliver humanitarian assistance. Separately, IHH 
head Bulent Yildirim stated in a May 11 television int¢rview that his goal was to solicit a 
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the flotilla. Yildirim also said that "even if we sacrifice martyrs for this cause, we will 
have justice on our side." 
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• (SBU) Turkey: IHH Reconsidering Flotilla Participation: Responding to 
developments in Syria, Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH) board member Huseyin 
Oruc said June 14: "We are reconsidering our plans. We cannot close our eyes to the 
developments on our doorstep." Orne added; "we'll make our decision by the end of this 
week." A flotilla was expected to set sail for Gaza in late June from European ports. On 
June 6 Foreign Minister Davutoglu had urged the flotilla organizersto see how Egypt's 
easing of the Rafah border crossing and Palestinian unity might.affect Gaza before 
proceeding with a flotilla. 
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• (SBU) Turkey: Ma vi Marmara Drops Out of Flotilla: IHH leader Bulent Yildirim 
announced June 17 that the Mavi Mannara would not participate in this year's flotilla 
"due to technical issues." IHH officials say their activists will seek to participate aboard 
European vessels instead. 
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Scenesefter for Visit of Special Representative for 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, Ambassador Marc Grossman 

Ankara, Turkey, October 3-5, 2011 

l. (SBU) Welcome to Turkey. Your trip comes just after the President's meeting in 
New York with Prime Minister Erdogan, which reaffirmed the close ties and 
broadly shared vision within which the United States and Turkey manage 
complex challenges from different perspectives. Turkey's strength and 
importance as a national security ally have only grown over its six decades jn 
NATO, leading to an evolution in its relationship with the United States, as a 
NATO member, and as a regional force. Its strengthening democracy and 
surging economy drive its growing influence in the Middle East and make it an 
inspirational model for many in the region suffering under failed and failing 
dictatorships. Your visit is an opportunity to reinforce a shared strategic vision 
between the United States and Turkey, press for progress in key areas of both 
problems and opportunities, and support the region's aspirations toward 
democracy and prosperity. 

2. (U) We have been making the following points with our Turkish interlocutors: 

• As President Gui has said, the United States and Turkey do not always 
agree on tactics, but we do have a shared strategic vision for the region. 
We want Turkey's success as a U.S. ally and as a free-market democracy 
to inspire and influence the development of other states in the region, 
following ihe Arab Spring, particularly in Libya, Egypt, and Syria. (paras 4-
8) 

• We explicitly share the goal of seeing two states, Israel and Palestine, 
living side by side in peace and within secure and recognized 
boundaries. We believe the discord between Turkey and Israel diminishes 
Turkey's ability to help advance that goal. We urge the two sides to take 
steps to defuse tensions and find a way to normalization. (para 9) 

• Turkey's influence as a proponent of regional peace and prosperiiy is 
only diminished by bellicose rhetoric or hints of military action in response 
to Israel's refusal to apologize over the Mavi Marmara flotilla incident and 
to Cyprus' decision to proceed with drilling in its Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ). (paras 9-10) 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751223 Date: 06/27/2012 

fZ \ 



StateDept02192

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751223 Date: 06/27/2012 

• We applaud the recent government decree that would restore 
confiscated properties to religious minorities. An early reopening of Halki 
seminary would prove a great demonstration of Turkey's leadership in 
protecting freedom of religion. (para I l) 

• The Turkish Parliament's ratification of the Armenia protocols when !he 
new session convenes October l would be the most powerful means to 
exorcise the ghosts of 1915, and set the stage for the centennial of the 
Turkish Republic in 2023. (para 12) 

• We strongly support Turkey's fight against the terrorist Kurdistan Workers 
Party [PKK) and its political efforts to resolve the conflict. In that vein, we 
urge Turkey lo pass quickly the draft Terrorism Finance Law and to join 
other international counter terrorism mechanisms, such as the Advanced 
Passenger Information (AP!) and Passenger Name Recognition (PNR) 
systems. (paras 13-15) 

• We support Turkey's ambition to become the world's 1Qth largest 
economy by 2023 ("10x2023"), and hope to build a strategic economic 
partnership with you. (paras 16-17) 

Domestic Context 

3. (SBU) Prime Minister Erdogan's Justice .and Development Party (AKP) won an 
impressive 50 percent of the votes in the June 12 parliamentary election. With 
this mandate, Erdogan formed a third conseqcutive single-party government. 
an unprecedented feat in post-World War II Turkish political history. In the wake 
of his victory, Erdogan's next political project is to replace the current 
constitution, drafted by a military government after Turkey's last coup more than 
30 years ago. Most Turks want a new constitution, but there is some anxiety 
about the degree to which the ruling AKP will want or need lo secure buy-in 
from the opposition. The Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) will want 
the new constitution to feature a definitior1 of "T urkishness" that does not conflate 
Turkish citizenship solely with Turkic ethnicity, which has served to discourage 
citizens from ider1tifying their ethnic roots. The BDP will push hard for maximum 
devolution of central government power to the predominantly Kurd 
southeastern provinces. Liberal Turks want a constitution that strengthens the 
judiciary's balancing role against a strongly centralized state, beefs up 
protection of personal freedoms, inc!udir1g freedom of expression and the 
protection of religious and ethnic minorities, and memorializes civilian control 
over a military that has until very recently been the driving political force in 
Turkey. 
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Arab Spring, Regional Cooperation 

4. (SBU) We have been working closely with Turkey to support the Arab Spring. 
Turkey has taken a leadership role, hosting several rounds ot the Libya Contact 
Group, toughening its public rhetoric on Syria. and realizing an ambitious 
economic and aid agenda in the Middle East and North Africa to bolster these 
notions' respective economies while reinforcing Turkey's leadership position. PM 
Erdogan was among the first world leaders (he hod actually hoped to be the 
very first) to visit Tripoli as port of a regional lour in early September that also saw 
him received warmly in Cairo and Tunis. Still smarting from Israel's refusal to 
apologize over the Mavi Marmara flotilla incident. Erdogan lashed out at the 
Israelis and vowed to press the cause of the recognition of Palestinian statehood 
at the UN. 

5. (SBU) On August 18, President Obama demanded Syria's Bashor al-Assad 
relinquish power. In the aftermath of Turkey's failed efforts to get Assad to end 
the killings and implement radical reforms to meet the legitimate demands of 
the Syrian people, Turkish leaders have sharpened their public rhetoric. On 
September 16, Erdogan publicly warned Assad that "those who inflict repression 
on the people will no be able to stand on their teet" and that "anyone who 
sends tanks against his own people cannot rule." Frustrated and offended as 
they are by Assad's crackdown, Turkish leaders are at the same time wary of 
calling outright for Assad to step down, for lack of a clear way forward and for 
fear that a precipitous collapse of order could trigger a civil war that will have 
direct and significant impact on Turkey's security. 

Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan 

6. (SBUI Amidst the turmoil of the Arab Spring and Europe's struggle to manage 
its debt crisis, countering Iran's nuclear ambitions remains a priority. The GOT's 
approach to Iran's nuclear program is more credulous of Iran's insistence that it 
is pursuing a peaceful program. Turkey may also feel vulnerable because it 
depends on Iran for a significant amount of Turkey's natural gas imports (8 bcm, 
valued at $7 billion, in 2010). Nevertheless, Turkey agrees that an Iranian nuclear 
weapons program is not in its interest, and we are working with the Turks to 
disrupt and counter Iran's illicit activities. 

7. (SBU) Turkey is a natural counterbalance to Iranian influence in Iraq, a role 
that will increase in importance following the drawdown of USF-1. Turkish exports 
are robust and increasing: $6 billion in 2010, up 5.33 from 2009. and a huge 
increase from zero in 2005. From Zakho to Basra, Turkish businesses are 
increasing their outreach. Turkish companies are very interested in partnering 
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with American companies in Iraq. Turkey's positive influence contributes to Iraq's 
recovery and stabilization. 

8. (SBU) Turkey is one of our few NATO Allies that want NATO's commitment to 
Afghanistan to extend beyond 2014. While other Allies ramp down their 
operations, Turkey has declared its intention to remain in Afghanistan - via NATO 
or bilaterally- post-2014. Each year Turkey has increased its financial and 
personnel commitment to Afghan stabilization and development. Active in 
both the security and civilian sectors, Turkey has more than 1,600 soldiers and 
civilians on the ground and has committed nearly $300 million in assistance. In 
addition to leading Regional Command - Capital (RC-Capital) as part of the 
ISAF mission, two Provincial Reconstruction Team [PRTs), and five Operational 
Mentoring and Liaison Teams (OMLTsl, Turkey has also provided training in Turkey 
to Afghan National Army (ANA) cadets (approximately 1,200 in 2010). Turkey is 
hosting and training over 500 Afghan National Police cadets in cooperation with 
the NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan [NTMAl and with financial assistance from 
Japan. 

Israel 

9. (SBU) On May 31, 2010, a flotilla of ships, organized in part by a Turkish NGO, 
IHH, departed Turkey with the goal of breaking Israel's blockade of Gaza. Israel 
Defense Force (IDF) commandos fast-roped from helicopters onto the flagship, 
the Mavi Marmara, and immediately encountered violence from the 
passengers. The commandos responded with deadly force, killing eight Turks 
and one Turkish-American. The incident has gravely strained Turkish-Israeli 
relations. A several-months-long low-profile effort by senior Turkish and Israeli 
diplomats to hammer out an apology/compensation formula failed in early 
September, as the UN's Palmer Commission released a report that upheld the 
legality of the blockade and determined that the Government of Israel had 
used excessive and unreasonable force. Turkey has responded by ( 1} down­
grading diplomatic relations, (2) suspending all military agreements, (3) 
declaring it will take measures to ensure the freedom of navigation in the 
eastern Mediterranean, (4) requesting that the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) examine the legality of the Gaza blockade, and (5) supporting all flotilla 
victims in pursuing lawsuits against Israel. Highly charged rhetoric from leaders 
on both sides has made rapprochement difficult. complicating our efforts to 
influence the course of the Arab Spring. We want them to put aside their 
dispute and work together with us in encouraging the Middle East towards 
democracy and prosperity. 

Cyprus and Noble Energy 
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l 0. [SBU) Since 2007, the American energy company Noble Energy has had a 
license to explore for hydrocarbons in Block 12 of the Republic of Cyprus' (ROC) 
exclusive economic zone, south of the island. Erdogan and Turkish Foreign 
Minister Davutoglu assert that governmental authority to conducl natural 
resource exploration should be reserved for lhe political entity that would arise 
out of a comprehensive settlement between Turkish and Greek Cypriots. The 
internationally recognized ROC announced August 2 Noble Energy would begin 
drilling on or about Ociober 1, prompting Turkey's energy minister lo declare the 
drilling illegal until adjudicated otherwise by a competent international body. 
(Exploratory drilling commenced September 17 .J The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
also announced its intent lo pursue diplomatic and legal measures to block the 
drilling. We have !old Turkey we recognize the ROC's sovereignty and. by 
implication, its right lo enter into contracts to develop lhe resources in its 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). Turkey and the so-called "Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus" ("TRNC" - recognized only by Turkey) have recently stated 
they will pursue exploration for hydrocarbons in the waters befween northern 
Cyprus and Turkey. 

Religious Minorities, Armenia 

., 

11. (SBU) The Turkish government has made significant strides forward in 
improving ils relations with ethnic and religious minorities in Turkey. Earlier this 
year. the government granted citizenship to 12 metropolitans, enabling the 
orthodox church to groom a successor to the current Ecumenical Patriarch, who 
resides in Istanbul. During an August 28 lftar dinner with non-Muslim religious 
leaders. Erdogan announced a decree that will enable religious minorities 
communities and non-Muslim religious entities to claim title to confiscated or 
otherwise currently inaccessible real property. Responding to a long-standing 
request of the Armenian community. the Turkish government announced that it 
would offer schooling for the children of illegal Armenian workers living in Turkey. 
This year also saw the Turkish government authorize Masses at highly symbolic 
Christian churches in Sumela and Akdamar. Finally. senior Turkish officials hinted 
that action by the Greek government to open an official mosque in Athens 
would ease the way for a favorable decision on reopening the Halki seminary, a 
step we have consistently and strongly urged Turkey to take since its closure 40 
years ago. 

12. (SBU) We would welcome your support in urging Turkey to ratify the Armenia 
protocols. which outlines a roadmap to normalization of relations between the 
two countries. After signing the protocols, the Turkish government encountered 
strong domestic opposition and tied ratification to progress on the Nagarno­
Karabakh dispute between Azerbaijan and Armenia. The Turkish position 
hardened when the Armenian supreme court and government announced the 
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protocols would not oblige Armenia to abandon its claims to Turkish territory. 
The ratification bill expired when Parliament adjourned before general 
elections. We are urging the Turks to reintroduce the protocols bill when 
Parliament convenes October 1. 

Terrorism 

l 3. (SBU) PKK terrorism ranks at the top of Turkey's worries. It is widely believed 
that the Turkish government's conflict with the Kurdistan People's Congress 
(Kongra-Gel or KGK, formerly PKK) has cost 30,000-35,000 lives since it began in 
the 1980s. The Erdogan government has attempted to reconcile Turkey's 
alienated Kurdish citizens through language and cultural liberalization measures 
that allow Kurds to express their ethnic identity, but continued terrorism has 
disappointed the Turkish government and general public. In response to several 
recent high-casualty ambushes and acts of terrorism - including one in Ankara 
on September 20, 2011 - the Turkish government has increased its cross-border 
artillery strikes on suspected PKK concentrations in northern Iraq and conducted 
airs trikes for the first time in over a year. We support Turkey's right to defend its 
citizens from terrorist attacks and urge its continued care in avoiding civilian 
casualties and its forbearance from military actions that might threaten the 
stability of the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) and the Government of 
Iraq. We are also pressing the Kurdish political leadership to explicitly dissociate 
itself form the PKK, denounce the violence, and address its concerns through 
peaceful political means. 

14. (SBU) As we cooperate with Turkey against the PKK, we are also 
strengthening our partnership in countering the threat posed by al-Qa'ida, its 
affiliates, and offshoots. Turkey has been a partner in disrupting networks and 
arresting individuals, most recently a cell plotting an attack on the U.S. Embassy 
in Ankara. We are working in law enforcement and intelligence channels to 
strengthen our joint efforts. Turkey is also a critical partner in strengthening 
international efforts. On September 22, Foreign Minister Davutoglu and 
Secretary Clinton will co-chair the inaugural session of the Global Counter 
Terrorism Forum. 

l 5. (SBUI But there is more that Turkey can do. Turkey is a long-time member of 
the international Financial Action Task Force [FATF), under which Turkey's Action 
plan calls for specific steps further to criminalize the financing of terrorism and 
associated money laundering, including specitic recommendations on vehicles 
for freezing and confiscating terrorist assets. The Draft Law on the Prevention of 
the Financing of Terrorism, passed from the Prime Ministry to the Parliament on 
February 1. is intended to address FATF's concerns, but the law was not passed 
before the June elections. The new Parliament will take up the new law when it 
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convenes October 1. We continue to stress the importance of its passage for 
both Turkey's specific fight against !he PKK threat and the broader global fight 
against terrorism. We are also urging Turkey to.join other international counter 
terrorism mechanisms. such as the Advanced Passenger Information [API) and 
Passenger Name Recognition (PNR) systems. 

U.S. - Turkey Strategic Economic Partnership 

16. (SBU) Turkey has enjoyed remarkable economic growth (8.83 in second 
quarter 201 1), making ii the second tastes! growing economy in the world 
behind China. Al the same time. the government is working to limil Turkey's 
widening current account deficit, which has almost doubled this year to an 
alarming 93 of GDP. Turkey's headline economic goal is lo become the tenlh 
larges! economy in !he world by the republic's centennial in 2023 ( l Ox2023), up 
from 17th place today. The USG supports Turkey's l0x2023 ambition, as ii will 
economically and politically strengthen an important ally in a critical part of the 
world. II will also create new trade and investment opportunities for American 
firms. Achieving !he 10x2023 goal will involve challenges. including tripling 
Turkey's economy by 2023, quadrupling exports, deepening and expanding the 
financial sector and more than doubling electricity-generation capacity. Turkey 
will also have to develop a much strongefinnovation economy, strengthen 
protections for intellectual properly and improve entrepreneurship opportunities 
and financing if !he country is to attract significant foreign direct investment 
(FD\). Regulatory transparency and predictability will be key to attracting FDI. 

17. (SBU) We are making good progress creating the strategic dialogue the 
President called for during his 2009 trip to Turkey. Through !he Cabinet-level 
Framework for Strategic Economic and Commercial Cooperation (FSECC) and 
its component dialogues, we are reaching understandings in energy, intellectual 
properly rights, financial services and entrepreneurship. As of July, bilateral 
trade had increased by 473 since 2010 from $8 billion to $11.8 billion, with U.S. 
exports to Turkey up 533 and Turkish exports to the United Slates up 313. Both 
are on pace to sel new records. Turkey has also dramatically expanded its 
presence in Middle Eastern markets, which now account for 263 of its exports. 
In North Africa, Turkey is looking lo help restore growth in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya 
and is seeking American partners in lhese countries. 

Signature: Ricciardone 
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No. CONS 10-01137 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents 

its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Turkey and has the honor to request the 

assistance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 

following matter. 

The Embassy would like to receive an official copy of 

the burial permission certificate (gomme izin belgesi) and 

the autopsy report of deceased American Citizen Furkan 

Dogan (DOB: 2DOct1991) who was presumed killed on the Mavi 

Marmara Ship. The Embassy would also like to receive a 

copy of the decision regarding the relinquishment of Furkan 

Dogan's Turkish citizenship published in the Official 

Gazette. 

The Embassy of the United States of America avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey the assurances of 

its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the United States of America 

Ankara, June 7, 2010 

]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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No. CONS 10- 001451 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents 

its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Turkey and refers to the Embassy's diplomatic 

note CONS 10-1137 dated July 7, 2010, regarding the death 

of American citizen Furkan Dogan. 

The Embassy of the United States of America has yet to 

obtain through the good offices of the Ministry, an 

official copy of the burial permission certificate (g6mme 

izin belgesi) and the autopsy report of deceased American 

Citizen Furkan Dogan (DOB: 200ct1991,) presumed killed on 

the Mavi Marmara Ship. The Embassy requests this at once. 

The Autopsy report of Dogan was released to the Media and 

IHH Foundation, which placed the contents on their website. 

The Embassy asks the Ministry to convey in the strongest 

terms possible our dismay at the lack of regard for the 

privacy of individuals evidenced by this release pertaining 

to the death of an American citizen. The Embassy protests 

the release of this information in advance of its provision 

to the Embassy. 

The Embassy of the United States of America avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey the assurances of 

its highest consideration. 
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Embassy of the United States 

Ankara, July 7 , 2010 

of America 
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!RELEASED IN FULL! 

No. CONS 10-01128 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents 

its c·ompliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Turkey and has the honor to request the 

assistance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the 

following matter. 

The Embassy would like to receive information 

regarding American Citizen Furkan Dogan (DOB: 200ct1991) 

who was presumed killed on the Mavi Marmara Ship. The 

Embassy would like to find out the place of death, the 

cau~e of death and the authority that gives the cause of 

death, and who has the custody of his effects. The Embassy 

would also like to find out if Furkan Dogan used his U.S. 

passport while exiting Turkey. The Embassy would request 

the urgent assistance of the Ministry in getting the 

answers to the above questions. 

The Embassy of the United States of America avails 

itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey the assurances of 

its highest consideration. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

Embassy of the United States of America 

Ankara, June 4, 2010 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Kim, Yuri J 
Wednesday, November 02, 2011 9:34 AM 
Ricciardone, Francis J 
Baily, Jess L; Stafford, Edward G; Howard. Jeremiah "Jerry" 
"Flotilla," Iran 

AMB: FS aide Mehmet confirmed that GOT has no/no intention of escorting the Tahrir, Saoirse, 
or any other vessels to Gaza - - "they don't have any Turkish elements." Re Iran, he · 
confirmed that he passed on to FS the copy of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons that I'd sent him last week, noting our 
desire for Turkey to press the Iranians to comply with the convention. Yuri 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon 
Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
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TURKEY'S REACTION TO THE PALMER COMMISSION'S REPORT 

Background 

• The United Nations Secretary General's Panel of Inquiry (known as the Palmer Commission} released 
its report regarding the attack by the Israeli forces against an international humanitarian convoy en 
route to Gaza on May 31, 2010. 

• The aid convoy for Gaza was a humanitarian initiative with people from 34 countries (including the 
United States and Israel) in ships sailing under the flags of several nations. 

• Nine people lost their lives when Israeli commandos boarded their ship, the Mavi Marmara, and used 
excessive and lethal force against them. The attack in international waters of the Mediterranean 
violated all established norms of international law, as the U.N. Human Rights Council's fact-finding 
mission concluded. 

• Eight of the nine killed were Turkish citizens, and one was a 19-year-old American citizen of Turkish 
descent. Most of the deceased were shot al close range and multiple times, some in the head. 

• At the time of the attack, the convoy was 72 nautical miles off the coast of Israel, and 64 nauticar miles 
away from the nearest point of the Israeli-imposed "Gaza blockade area." 

Aftershock and Inquiry 

• · Turkey was shattered by the loss of its citizens and shocked that for the first time in its history, Turkish 
citizens were killed by a foreign armed force during peacetime. Hence, Turkey rightly asked for a formal 
apology and appropriate compensation to the families of those killed. 

• When Israel did not meet these requests, Turkey extended its full support to the U. N. Secretary­
General's efforts to establish a Panel of Inquiry and participated in this Panel in good faith. In contrast, 
Israel resorted to every possible way to impede the Panel's progress. 

• Turkey also sincerely sought a solution to the impasse through bilateral negotiations with Israel. 
Although Turkey refrained from any negative rhetoric and upheld the confidentiality of the talks, Israel 
continued its intransi ent behavior and insistent! tried to distort the truth by leaking false information to 
the international med REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 

Turkey's Response 

• The following conclusions of the Palmer Commission's report testify to the severity of the crimes 
committed by the Israeli soldiers and other officials: 

"Israel's decision to board the vessels with such substantial force at a great distance from the 
blockade zone and with no final warning immediately prior to the boarding was excessive and 
unreasonable: 

a. Non-violent options should have been used in the first instance. fn particufar, cfear prior 
warning that the vessels were to be boarded and a demonstration of dissuading force should have 
been given to avoid the type of confrontation that occurred; 

b. The operation should have reassessed its options when the resistance to the initial boarding 
attempt became apparent. 

The loss of life and injuries resulting from the use offorce by Israeli forces during the take-over 
of the Ma vi Mannara was unacceptable. Nine passengers were killed and many others seriously 
wounded by Israeli forces. No satisfactory explanation has been provided to the Panel by Israel for any 
of the nine deaths. Forensic evidence showing that most of the deceased were shot multiple times, 

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey 2525 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20008 I 202-612-6700 
For more Information, go to: www.washington.emb.mfa.gov.tr 
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-~----
including in the back, or at close range has not been adequately accounted for in the material 
presented by Israel. 

There was significant mistreatment of passengers by Israeli authorities after the take-over of the 
vessels had been completed through until their deportation. This included physical mistreatment, 
harassment and intimidation, unjustified confiscation of belongings and Iha danial of timely consular 
assistance." 

• Turkey disagrees with the Chair and the Co-Chair of the Panel regarding the question of the legality of 
the blockade imposed on Gaza. Turkey believes that this blockade is unlawful. 

• Many governments around the world, including the U.S. Administration, declared that the situation in 
Gaza is not sustainable. Furthermore, the report mandated by the U.N. Human Rights Council 
concluded that the blockade was unlawful. This report received the consent of the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

• By claiming that the blockade is legal, the Chair and the Co-Chair contradicted the U.N. Human Rights 
Council. We believe that political rather than legal considerations dominated the Chair and the Co -
Chair's approach on this matter. By drawing the Panel into a legal imbroglio, the Chairmanship of the 
Panel has actually diverted the Panel's work from its main task. 

• Under the circumstances, Turkey is determined to take the necessary steps - including submitting the 
matter to the International Court of Justice - to bring about a competent opinion on such a delicate 
legal issue, which was well beyond the authority of the Panel. To this end, Turkey will start working on 
a U.N. General Assembly resolution to task the International Court of Justice accordingly. 

• Turkey supported the release of the Panel Report from the very outset. However, certain other 
conclusions reached by the Chair and the Co-Chair have the potential to set a dangerous precedent at 
the expense of freedom and safety of navigation. 

• The Report omits and disregards decisive facts about this incident. Only 15 percent of the Report deals 
with the actions of Israel, which led to the establishment of this Panel. It does not address how nine 
civilians received 30 bullets in their most vital areas and why Israeli soldiers acted in such a violent 
way. There is also a clear effort in the Report to demonize the international humanitarian convoy and its 
participants. The convoy which came under attack in international waters, resisted in self defense. 

• The Report claims that "the /OF faced significant, organized and violent resistance from a group of 
passengers when they boarded the Mavi Marmara requiring them to use force for their own protection." 
On the contrary, it is clear from the evidence that the Israeli soldiers killed and wounded passengers 
even before they landed on the ship. 

• Therefore, Turkey challenges certain conclusions of the Palmer Report, which we believe will not serve 
the goal of stability and peace, particularly in our region. 

• Turkey is determined to defend the rights of its citizens and will take legal actions against all those 
responsible for the crimes committed. 

• Turkey also reaffirms that relations between Turkey and Israel will not normalize as long as Israel does 
not apologize and refuses to pay compensation for what it has done. 

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey 2525 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20008 I 202-612-6700 
For more informatJon, go to: www.washington.emb.mfa.gov.tr 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

Armenia-Azerbaijan 

McCain and Syria 

Guido, Deborah L 
Tuesday, June 28, 2011 3:15 AM 
Ricciardone, Francis J; AnkaraAMB; Ankara-POL-DL; Silliman, Douglas A; Ankara-PA0-10-
DL 
Armenia, Syria, McCain, Flotilla - PB Excerpts June 27 RELEASED IN FULL, 

Non-responsive deleted 

Working NR 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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GAZA Flotilla: 

QUESTION: The - some of the ships that will make up this flotilla that you're so - not enthusiastic about have 
left already, heading for points close to Gaza, if not Gaza itself. The Israelis over the weekend first warned 
journalists and then were rescinded this warning that if they got on any of these ships that they could be 
subject to criminal penalties, deportation, 10-year ban from the country. 

I'm wondering if there was any contact between the U.S. and Israel about that, and whether the warning that 
you put out last week - or, not the Travel Warning, per se, but the - your statement in which you warned 
Americans that they might be violating U.S. law if they participated, did that apply to journalists? 

MS. NULAND: First, with regard to the Government of Israel's decision, our understanding from press 
reporting but also from our own contacts was that that first announcement was made at a relatively low level, 
and when senior Israelis became involved, the decision was amended, as you saw. 

The U.S. warnings to U.S. citizens apply to all U.S. citizens. We are concerned about any of our citizens 
involved in a situation that could be provocative, that could be dangerous. That said, freedom of the press; 
journalists make their own decision, but we have made clear that we are concerned about this situation. 

QUESTION: But a journalist who is on one of these boats, could they be subject to laws that bar - the law 
specifically, the legislation, the laws that you mentioned in your statement which have to do with material 
support for Hamas? 

MS. NULAND: I'm not aware of legal distinctions that we would make between journalists and other citizens, 
but I can double-check whether there's a distinction to be made there. I think our concern was that this was a 
dangerous situation for any American to be involve_d in. · · 

QUESTION: Yes, ma'am. Is it the understanding of the United States Government that the Rafah Crossing is 
sufficient to supply the Gaza population with all the needs that they want? 

MS. NULAND: I think the statement that we put out last week spoke both of the Rafah Crossing and of the 
Israeli port which now has procedures to check cargos and to get aid into Gaza. And we have seen an 
increase in the amount of aid going into Gaza. The Secretary mentioned on Friday that we now have Israeli 
housing support going into Gaza as well. So our view is that there are sufficient mechanisms both through 
Egypt and through Israel to get humanitarian aid into Gaza if the goal of this action is truly to help the people of 
Gaza. 

QUESTION: So it is your feeling that the intention of this flotilla is not so much to provide needed supplies to 
Gaza, but more of a symbolic political statement? 

MS. NU LAND: I can't speak to the intentions of those organizing this flotilla. i would simply say that if people 
around the world want lo help the people of Gaza, we believe that the mechanisms established by both Egypt 
and Israel are sufficient to achieve that objective. 

QUESTION: Given that the flotilla or at least elements of it appear to be on their way now, are you increasing 
your communication with the Israelis about their reaction to this? I mean, now it seems that one arm of !_he 
decision has ignored your warnings about not going; they're setting off. So now the question is: How are the 
Israelis going to react? What's your advice lo them on this? 
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MS. NULAND: Our advice to all parties has been the same, that this is dangerous, that this is provocative. 
With regard to the Israeli position, they know where we stand. We have said that Israel has a right to defend 
itself against arms smuggling, but we have called on all sides to - for restraint, and we hope that we don't end 
up in the same situation we were in last year. 

QUESTION: I'm sorry, you said call on all sides for restraint, so that you've called on the Israelis to restrain 
themselves when it comes to dealing with the flotilla? 

MS. NULAND: We have been speaking for many months since this event last year, in fact, to all participating 
actors about the need to avoid a repeat of the situation. That said, our position with regard to Israel's right of 
self-defense and defense against armed smuggling hasn't changed. 

QUESTION: But would you regard their reaction to the last time the flotilla came, did that - was that an 
appropriate response? Would that - would a similar response be expected in this case? 

MS. NULAND: I think we made clear at the time that it was a dangerous situation, it was an extremely 
unfortunate situation, and with regard to this summer, we don't want to see a repeat. So. that's why we're 
hoping that we don't. 

QUESTION: To the best of your knowledge, has there ever been a ship caught smuggling arms on these aid 
ships? Has there been any ship that was caught with arms being smuggled to Gaza? 

MS. NU LAND: Our understanding is that Israel has been the victim of arms smuggled illegally at sea and --

QUESTION: Right. But not these aid ships? Are you aware of any of these aid ships used to smuggle arms? 

MS. NU LAND: I can't speak to precisely which kind of ships arms have been found on, but one of the reasons 
for the Israeli concern is that they have been victims of arms smuggled at sea. 

SYRIA 
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Please, back here. 

Please. 

Deborah L. Guido 
Spokesperson 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Office: 90-312-457-7312 
Cell: 90 0532 341-2862 
Email: guidodl@state.gov 
U.S. Embassy Web Page 
Visit us on Facebook 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary c 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Hilton, Robert B 
Monday, June 27, 2011 6:48 PM 
EUR-DPB-FG-DL 

jRELEASED IN FULi.) 

Subject: Daily Press Briefing, TIP Report Rollout LGBT Pride Month, Final Press Guidances, 6-27-11 
06-27-11 Final Guidances.doc; Secretary's Remarks on the Release ofthe 2011 Trafficking in 
Persons Report.docx; Secretary's Remarks LGBT Pride Month.docx 

Attachments: 

(NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS RED~ 

On-Camera Daily Press Briefing Index 
Monday, June 27, 2011 

l2:35PMEDT 

Briefer: Victoria Nuland, Spokesperson 

ISRAEL/PALESTINIANS-

"" Flotilla I Announcement by Government of Israel I U.S. Warnings, Statement I Dangerous 
Situation I Sufficient Mechanisms Established to Get Aid into G8Z11 /Israel Has a Rigbt to Defend 
Itself Against Arms Smugglhlg /U.S. Call for Restraint on All Sides /Rafab. Crossing 

~EW AUTHORlTY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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12:35 p.m .. EDT 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 

DPB #94 

MONDAY, JUNE 27, 2011 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 

MS. NULAND: Good afternoon, everybody. I have no opening announcements today, so why don't we go to 
whatever's on your minds. 

QUESTION: The - some of !he ships that will make up this flotilla that you're so -not enthusiastic about 
have left already, heading for points close to Gaza, if not Gaza itself. The Israelis over the weekend first 
warned journalists and then were rescinded this wamingthatifthey got on any of these ships that they could be 
subject to criminal penalties, deportation, l 0-year ban from the country. 

I'm wondering if there was any contact between the U.S. and Israel about that, and whether the warning that 
you put out last week - or, not the Travel Warning, per se, but the -your statement in which you warned 
Americans that they might be violating U.S. law if they participated, did that apply to journalists? 

MS. NULAND: First, with regard to the Government of!srael's decision, our undersumding from press 
reporting but also from our own contacts was that that first announcement was made at a relatively low level, 
and when senior Israelis became involved, the decision was amended, as you saw. 

The U.S. warnings to U.S. citizens apply to all U.S~ citizens. We are concerned about any ofour citizens 
involved in a situation that could be provocative, that could be dangerous. That said, freedom ofthe press; 
journalists make their own decision, but we have made clear that we are concerned about this situation. 

QUESTION: But a journalist who is on one of these boats, could they be subject to laws that bar-thelaw 
specifically, the legislation, the laws that you mentioned in your state!llent which have to do with material 
support for Hamas? 

MS. NULAND: I'm not aware of legal distinctions that we would make between journalists and other citizens, 
but l can double-check whether there's a distinction to be made there. I think our concern was that this was a 
dangerous situation for any American to be involved in. 

Please. 

QUESTION: Yes, ma'am. Is it the understandingofthe United States Government that the Rafah Crossing is 
sufficient to supply the Oaza population with all the needs thai they want? 

MS. NULAND: I think the statement that we put out last week spoke both of the Rafah Crossing and of the 
Israeli port which now has procedures to check cargos and to get aid Into Gaza. And we have seen an increase 
in the amount of aid going into Gaza. The Secretary mentioned on Friday that we now have Israeli housing 
support going into Gaza as well. So our view is that there are suffident mechanisms both through Egypt and 
through Israel to get humanitarian aid into Gaza if the goal of this action is truly to help the people of Gaza. 
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QUESTION: So it is your feeling that the intention of this flotilla is not so much to provide needed supplies to 
Gaza, but more of a symbolic political statement? 

MS. NULAND: I can't speak to the intentions of those organizing this flotilla. I would simply say that if 
people around the world want to help the people of Gaza, we believe that the mechanisms established by both 
Egypt and Israel are sufficient to achieve that objective. 

QUESTION: Thank you. 

QUESTION: Given that the flotilla or at least elements of it appear to be on their way now, .are you increasing 
your communication with the Israelis about their reaction to this? I mean, now it seems that one arm of the 
decision has ignored your warnings about not going; they're setting off. So now the question is: How are the 
Israelis going to react? What's your advice to them on this? 

MS. NULAND: Our advice to all parties bas been the same, that this is dangerous, that this is provocative. 
With regard to the Israeli position, they know where we stand. We have said that Israel has a cight to defend 
itself against arms smuggling, but we have called on all sides to - for restraint, and we hope that we don't end 
up in the same situation we were in last year. 

QUESTION: I'm sorry, you said call on all sides for restraint, so that you've called on the Israelis to restrain 
themselves when it comes to dealing with the flotilla? 

MS. NULAND: We have been speaking for many months since this event last year, in fact, to all participating 
actors about the need to avoid a repeat of the situation. That said, our position with regard to Israel's cight of 
self-defense and defense against anned smuggling hasn't changed. 

QUESTION: But would you regard tlleir reaction to the last time the flotilla came, did that - was that an 
appropriate response? Would that-would a similar response be expected in this case? 

MS. NULAND: I think we made clear at the time that it was a dangerous situation, it was an extremely 
unfortunate situation, and with regard 10 this summer, we don't want tQ see a repeat. So that's why we're 
hoping that we don't. 

Please. 

QUESTION: Yes, ma'am. To the best of your knowledge, has there ever been a ship caught smuggling arms 
on these aid ships? Has there been any ship that was caught with arms being smuggled to Gaza? 

MS. NULAND: Our understanding is that Israel has been the victim of arms smuggled illegally at sea and --

QUESTION: Right. But not these aid ships? Are you aware of any of these aid ships used to smuggle anns? 

MS. NULAND: I can't speak to precisely which kind of ships arms have been found on, but one of the reasons 
for the Israeli concern is that they have been victims of anns smuggled at sea. 

Anything else on flotilla or are we moving on? 

QUESTION: On -

QUESTION: Israel? 
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QUESTION: But --

MS. NU.LAND: Israel, but - Matt, on flotilla? 

QUESTION: Well, it was going to be Israel, but -­

MS. NULAND: Okay. Israel, please. 

QUESTION: - not flotilla. 

MS. NULAND: Yeah, please. 
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QUESTION: On flotilla, I believe you touched a little bit at the beginning -you questioned last week whether 
it's legal or not legal. Do you have any view on that? Do you think the Israel blockade is illegal? Thank you. 

MS. NULAND: I think we put out something with regard to the - to that after the briefing cm Friday. Again, I 
would just stress that Israel has had a bad experience with arms smuggled at sea, so we do think that there is a 
right of self-defense here. But what's most important is that we avoid the situation that we had last year. 

Please, back here. 
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QUESTION: I'm going to finish my flotilla questions, if! may. There's a repart underway at the UN about 
the- last year's flotilla incident. Do you have any expectations on that report? It's supposed to be released, I 
believe, in two weeks. 

MS. NULAND: I think we'll wait and see what's in the report before commenting on it. 

QUESTION: In your statements, as far as we can see, that - you talk about there are other means and ways to 
get the aid to Gaza this year. But apparently, there was none of the means and ways to get the aids to Gaza last 
year. So in terms of -in your analysis and statements, does it tell you that last year was actually meaningful try 
to get aid? Can we get that kind of result out of your-this year's statements? 

MS. NULAND: I don't want to go back to last year. Last year was a very concerning and dangerous event that 
happened. What I would simply say is, just to repeat, that we do believe that effective channels exist today both 
through Israel and through Egypt, that those channels are being used, that the people of Gaza are being aided. I 
think.it might be useful also to repeat something that the Secretary said last Friday. She drew a comparison 
between the humanitarian situation in Gaza, a territory controlled by Hamas, as compared to the greatly 
improved humanitarian situation in the West Bank, which is not controlled by Hamas. And she suggested that 
folks could draw their conclusions from that. 
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Please. 

QUESTION; Except for the fact that the West Bank has - the borders are different? 

MS. NULAND: The borders are different, but simply, when you ask who bears responsibility for the 
humanitarian condition of their people, clearly, we 'ro doing better in lhe West Bank than we're doing in Gaza. 

QUESTION: What do you say about Israel's warnings to journalists who are plartning to get on the boats? 

MS. NULAND: I think we went through this at the beginning of the briefing, that Israel started in - with one 
position and has now modified its position. But again, from a U.S. perspective, wr: are urging everybody to find 
another way to aid Gaza. 

(The briefing was concluded at I: I 0 p.m.) 
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QUESTION: On the Palestinian-Israeli Issue? 

QUESTION: Slightly related, on the Gaz<i flotilla, are you concerned at all thatthere seem-thatsome of these ships 
appear to be sabotaged? 

MR. TONER: l really don't have any comment on that. I've seen the press repor!S·and haven't had any other 
confirmation beyond that. 

QUESTION: So it wouldn't bother you at all if this was happening? 

MR. TONER: I just can't speak to whether- the veracity, I guess, of these clalms that they've been sabotaged. Our 
opinion -that's been stated very clearly from the State Department, both from the Secretary down to this podium -is 
that these flot!llas are a bad idea, and there's other ways to get this kind ofa•slstance to the people of Gata. 

QUESTION: So preventing the flotilla from leaving by a --

MR. TONER: I didn't say- I am in no way condoning any sabotage of these vessels. 

QUESTION: Well, are --

MR. TONER: But I'm saying these vessels, these flotillas, In and of themselves, are not a good idea. 

QUESTION: Well, can you say that you would be opposed to anyone trying to sabotage these - trylng to sabotage these 
ships? 

MR. TONER: Again --
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QUESTION: It's my understanding that you're concerned about the safety of everyone involved -

MR. TONER: Precisely. 

QUESTION: -- and that if there's someone running around and trying to --

MR. TONER: Precisely. We're concerned. This is about -

QUESTION: -- sabotaging these ships, that's a safety issue. 

MR. TONER: This is about people's safety. Again, I just -It's hard for me to speak to because we don't have any 
independent confirmation these ships have actually been sabotaged. We've just seen press reports and what these 
flotilla representatives have said. But certainly, we don't want ta see -you're absolutely right; our emphasis is on the 
safety of the individuals Involved. 

QUESTION: Just a quick follow-up. Yesterday it was the Greek ship, Giuliano; today It was the Irish ship. So there are 
more than one incident. And then yesterday, there were fishermans in waters where there are no fish. I mean, I know it 
is -gasoline and things like this, so they appear suddenly. So yol! must be keeping tabs on that, or someone must be? 
Do you--

MR. TONER: I don't have any comment. 

QUESTION: Okay. Would you equally also say that lt is not a good idea to sabotage these ships in any way? 

MR. TONER: I would just reiterate what I just said to Matt, is - our bottom line is we don't wantto see anyone put at 
risk, and that would include any action to sabotage these boats, but also the boats themselves, the flotillas themselves, 
will put these individuals at risk. 

Yeah. Go ahead. 

QUESTION: Change of topic? 
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QUESTION: On the Palestinian-Israeli issue? 

QUESTION: Slightly related, on the Gaza flotilla, are you concerned at all that there seem -that some of these ships 
appear to be sabotaged? 

MR, TONER: I really don't have any comment on that. I've seen the press reports·and haven't had any other 
confirmation beyond that. 

QUESTION: So it wouldn't bother you at all if this was happening? 

MR. TONER: I just can't speak to whether -the veracity, I guess, of these claims that they've been sabotaged. Our 
opinion -that's been stated very clearly from the State Department, both from the Secretary down to this podium - is 
that these flotillas are a bad idea, and there's other ways to get this kind of assistance to the people of Gaza. 

QUESTION: So preventing the flotilla from leaving by a --

MR. TONER: I didn't say- I am in no way condoning any sabotage of these vessels. 

QUESTION: Well, are --

MR. TONER: But I'm saying these vessels, these flotillas, in and of themselves, are not a good idea. 

QUESTION: Well, can you say that you would be opposed to anyone trying to sabotage these -trying to sabotage these 
ships? 

MR. TONER: Again --

4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751231 Date: 06/27/2012 

NR 



StateDept02244

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751231 Date: 06/27/2012 

QUESTION: It's my understanding that you're concerned about the safety of everyone involved --

MR. TONER: Precisely. 

QUESTION: -- and that if there's someone running around and trying to --

MR. TONER: Precisely. We're concerned. This is about --

QUESTION: -- sabotaging these ships, that's a safety issue. 

MR. TONER: This is about people's safety. Again, I just - it's hard for me to speak to because we don't have any 
independent confirmation these ships have actually been sabotaged. We've just seen press reports and what these 
flotilla representatives have said. But certainly, we don't want to see -you're absolutely right; our emphasis is on the 
safety of the individuals involved. 

QUESTION: Just a quick follow-up. Yesterday it was the Greek ship, Giuliano; today it was the Irish ship. So there are 
more than one incident. And then yesterday, there were fishermans in waters where there are no fish. I mean, I know it 
is - gasoline and things like this, so they appear suddenly. So you must be keeping tabs on that, or someone must be? 
Do you-· 

MR. TONER: I don't have any comment. 

QUESTION: Okay. Would you equally also say that it is not a good idea to sabotage these ships in any way? 

MR. TONER: I would just reiterate what I just said to Matt, is - our bottom line is we don't want to see anyone put at 
risk, and that would include any action to sabotage these boats, but also the boats themselves, the flotillas themselves, 
will put these individuals at risk. 

Yeah. Go ahead. 

QUESTION: Change oftopic7 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: Stafford, Edward G 
Sent: 
To: 

Wednesday, November 02, 2011 5:03 AM 
Ricciardone, Francis J 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Baily, Jess L; Kim, Yuri J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Fernandes, Anthony C 
Flotilla II coming? 

Ambassador: 

NSS and Embassy Tel Aviv have expressed concerns that Flotilla II ships may sail from Turkish ports (among several in the 
Med) in the near future before the weather in the Eastern Med turns too bad for vessels of this size/type to sail. The 
Gov of Israel has been de marching countries to make sure Flotilla II does not happen. Given previous GOT statements 
about escorting vessels in the Eastern Med and Freedom of Navigation, there are questions about GOT response. We 
are not suggeting you raise, or have D raise, but wanted you to be aware if it is raised by others. 

Background information: 
--Several ships that wished to participate in Flotilla II in July but did not do so for various reasons appear to be ready to 
sail and have made public their intention to sail to Gaza and "break the blockade" (MV Saoirse in Fethiye and MV Tahrir) 
--to our knowledge, the ships are Irish and Sierra Leonean flagged, none are Turkish-flagged or owned 
--the last Flotilla vessel to violate the Israeli blockade was the Dignite al Kara ma, which sailed from a Greek port after 
indicating it planned to sail to Egypt. On july 19, Israeli forces, using non-lethal means, stopped it, boarded it, and took 
control, taking it and its personnel to Ashdod. 

Edward G. Stafford 
Counselor for Political-Military Affairs 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Ataturk Bulvari 110 
Kavakhdere, 06100 Ankara 
+90 (312) 457-7170 
+90 532 620 5294 
"Loyalty is too valuable a virtue to 
be lavished on an individual person." 

SBU 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

From: Baily, Jess L 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Saturday, September 03, 2011 4:52 AM 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' 
Fw: 'RE: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 
image001.gif 

To: 'Godfrey, Anthony' <Anthony_F_Godfrey@nss.eop.gov>; Kim, Yuri J 
Cc: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Sent: Fri Sep 02 17:14:43 2011 
Subject: RE: ·RE: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

This seems about right according to my quick read. MFA web site does not have the transcript 
posted. Jess 

. Jess L. Baily 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
90·312 .455.5555 
bailyjl@state.gov 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Godfrey, Anthony [mailto:Anthony_F _Godfrey@nss.eop.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 5:11 PM 
To: Godfrey, Anthony; Kim, Yuri J; Baily, Jess L 
Cc: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Subject: RE: 'RE: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

Here it is: ]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

Davutoglu Rejects Palmer Report; Announces Steps Against Israel 

GMP20110902734009 Istanbul NTV in Turkish 0930 GMT 02 Sep 11 

[Statement by Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu in Ankara -- live; broadcast in progress] 

(Davutoglu, broadcast in progress] ... I find it useful to reiterate the following: 

1<. \\ 

Israel's attack occurred in international waters. Those who were killed by Israeli soldiers were innocent 

civilians. The murdered persons were civilians who were responding to the cries, and trying to help the 

Palestinian people who are oppressed under the Gaza blockade imposed by Israel contrary to international law 

and human values. 
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War is unfortunately a bitter truth in the history of humanity. It is, above all else, the heaviest assault on the 

human being, the most sacred of values. In f:;ict, all civilizations have created the concept of a just war in order 

to base even wars on certain principles. That is why the UN Charter says military force must be resorted to 

only under very strict conditions. 

Also, due to the faith in the sacredness of the right to live, even in cases when a war is legitimate, the murder 

of civilians is considered a war crime. 

As for Israel, it murdered civilians who participated in a peaceful act to bring help to innocent people suffering 

under an oppressive blockade, and it did that at a time of peace, not of war, and in a civilian aid convoy, not a 

military one. That is the picture. 

Furthermore, it did that not on its own land or its territorial waters, but in international waters where freedom of 

navigation prevails in accordance with one of the most basic principles of international law. The crime 

committed by Israel is not a simple one. It is international law that has been violated. It is human conscience 

that has been violated. It is the right to life, the most fundamental humanitarian value, that has been violated. 

There is a fact that cannot be changed, and it is this: Attacking civilians in a boat in an aid convoy and killing 

unarmed persons by shooting them repeatedly in the neck constitute a crime of humanity. Nothing can hide or 

justify this crime. 

There is another point that needs to be known: No state is above the law. The world is changing. Those who 

murder civilians or who commit crimes of humanity are facing the law and being put on trial, sooner or later. 

Not the Israeli Government that ordered the attack on the Mavi Marmara, nor the ones who carried out this 

attack are above the law or inculpable. They must all account for their deeds before the law. Actually, they 

have already been convicted by human conscience. 

Esteemed members of the press, 

You may remember that Turkey quickly took steps to ensure that justice prevailed and that this crime did not 

remain unpunished. On the day of the Israeli attack, we called the UN Security Council [UNSC] to an urgent 

meeting. In my speech at that meeting, I said that humanity drowned in the waters of the Mediterranean with 

this Israeli attack that disregarded the law, human conscience and values. In fact, in the early hours of 1 June 

2010, the UNSC unanimously accepted -- with a full international community consensus -- a UNSC Presidency 

statement. With this statement, the Security Council called for a speedy, transparent, reliable, and neutral 

investigation to be conducted in line with international standards into this tragedy that had occurred as a result 

of Israel's use of armed force. 

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights Council which is based in Geneva also adopted a decision to form a data­

gathering commission composed of extremely respected experts and jurists to investigate the attack. In line 

with the call of the UNSC, the UN secretary general formed an investigative panel. 
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Turkey acted in full cooperation with the panel. We did all we could to help speed up the investigation process, 

and we submitted our national report. 

As for Israel, even though it was part of the panel, it constantly acted with a view to delaying and preventing 

the panel's work. 

Also, as we all know, we asked the Israeli Government to officially apologize for this attack and to pay 

compensation to the families of the murdered civilians. We stressed that the blockade on Gaza -- which was 

openly criticized in the UNSC Presidency statement -- must be lifted. We declared that Turkish-Israeli ties 

would not normalize unless our conditions were met. 

On the other hand, when the Israeli Government informed us that it was ready to hold talks with the Turkish 

Government in order to apologize to the Turkish people and to pay compensation to the families of those killed. 

in the attack, we held a total of four rounds of talks at different times. The Turkish and Israeli delegations that 

were conducting the negotiations reached agreements a few times on accords that met our country's demands 

for an apology and compensation. In fact, after Turkey helped put out the forest fire in Israel in December 

2010, as a result of talks held in Geneva following a demand by the Israeli prime minister, agreement was 

reached on two separate accords ad referendum. This agreement was approved by Israeli Prime Minister 

Netanyahu. It could not be put into practice, however, as a result of the disagreements in the Israeli Cabinet in 

connection with signing that agreement. 

During this process, all the delays in the publication of the Palmer Commission Report - I am stressing that, 

because we are being faced with a very serious manipulation of the press -- were caused by the Israeli 

Government's requests on the grounds that it needed time to achieve an inner consensus regarding the 

apology and compensation. In other words, all the delays were the result of the Israeli Government's requests. 

We did not accept the latestlsraeli request for a six-month delay. We refused that request because it became 

obvious that the delays were meant to spread the issue over time. 

In this context, it is without a doubt food for thought that the report -- of which Turkey or Israel were not a part, 

and which carries the signatures of only Chairman Palmer and his aide Uribe -- was leaked to the press on 1 

September, before it was officially presented to the UN secretary general. I discussed this issue openly with 

the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon yesterday [ 1 September]. He said that he did not know the details of 

the report which had not been submitted to him yet, and that he was truly saddened by and amazed about this 

leak. Unfortunately, during this process, the Israeli side never acted with a sense of a seriousness or secrecy 

that befits a state. 

The first thing that we need to make clear is that this report reflects the views of only the said persons. The 

report clearly cites the crimes committed by the Israeli soldiers and other Israeli officials. It states that the 

attack by a large military force on ships in a location that was very far away from Israel's blockade area was 

excessive and unexplainable. It states that the deaths and injuries caused by Israeli soldiers are 

unacceptable, that Israel failed to explain the loss of nine lives, and that the evidence shows that most of the 
3 
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victims were shot repeatedly at close range and from behind. Furthermore, it clearly states that the 

passengers were seriously mishandled, meaning that they were physically beaten, abused, and threatened, 

that their personal belongings were illegally seized, and that they were prevented from receiving consular help. 

The report states, however, that the inhuman blockade imposed on Gaza is legal. Naturally it is impossible 

and out of the question to accept this contention. 

Last year, immediately after the incident, the UN Human Rights Council's data-gathering commission which 

was composed of experts and extremely qualified jurists clearly posited that the Gaza blockade is contrary lo 

international law. This was approved by the UN Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly, in other 

words, by the entire international community. 

The positing of different and very debatable views by the panel's president and his aide, who clearly exceeded 

the authority granted to the panel, seems to be based on political rather than legal reasons. 

Turkey does not accept in any way this approach which damages the panel's function and reliability. 

Turkey strongly rejects this judgment which is incompatible with the text and spirit of the UNSC Presidency 

declaration that had been accepted unanimously. 

We are determined to take this issue to international legal bodies. 

Esteemed friends, 

Our attitude toward Israel's illegal act has been very clear and principled from the firsi moment. Our demands 

are known. Unless these conditions are met, our relations with Israel will not normalize. 

At the point we are at today, Israel has wasted all the opportunities given to it. The time has come for the 

Israeli Government to ·bear the consequences of and pay a price for its illegitimate actions which it carries out 

by considering itself to be above international law and by completely disregarding human conscience. This 

price is, above all, to be left without Turkey's friendship. The only responsible party for this state of affairs is 

the Israeli Government and the Israeli Government's irresponsible act. 

In this context, our government has decided to take the following measures at this stage: 

1. Turkish-Israeli diplomatic relations will be reduced to the level of second secretary. All officials above this 

level, headed by the ambassador, will returned to their country by Wednesday [ 7 September] al the latest. 2. 

All the military agreements between Turkey and Israel have been suspended. 3. As a country that has the 

longest shoreline in the eastern Mediterranean, Turkey will take all the measures it deems necessary for the 

freedom of navigation in the eastern Mediterranean. 4. Turkey does not recognize Israel's blockade of Gaza. 

It will make sure that the blockade, which Israel declared on Gaza on 31 May 2010, is investigated by the 

International Court of Justice. We are starting to take steps to activate the UNGA in this regard. 5. We will 
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give all !he support necessary to the victims -- Turkish or otherwise -- of the Israeli attack in their quest for their 

rights in courts. 

Esteemed members of the press, 

I would like to stress one more point here. Turkey has always represented a mentality that wants to make sure 

peace and not war, justice and not oppression prevail. Our foreign policy is based on this fundamental 

understanding. That is why just as we raised our voice against the massacres in Bosnia and Kosovo in the 

past, we showed our reaction to the inhuman Israeli attacks in Gaza today, too. 

Today, the Israeli Government must make a choice: The Israeli leaders must realize that real security can 

come only if real peace is built. They must realize that the way to building real peace is by strengthening 

friendships, not by murdering the citizens of friendly nations. Nevertheless, it is obvious that the current Israeli 

Government is incapable of seeing this reality or of realizing the consequences of the huge changes taking 

place in the Middle East. 

On this occasion, I would like to particularly stress that the measures we are taking and that we will take in the 

future are linked only to the attitude of the current Israeli Government. Our aim is not to hurt the historic 

Turkish-Jewish friendship, but on the contrary, to guide the Israeli Government toward rectifying a mistake that 

does not fit this exceptional friendship. 

Turkey has always had a sincere and constructive attitude to prevent developments that damage regional and 

global and peace and stability, and to redress negative developments that have taken place. From the 

beginning, it posited its demands and expectations regarding this issue clearly and in a principled way, and it 

did what was expected of it. 

I would like to stress this once again: The only party responsible for the current state of affairs is the Israeli 

Government. Unless the Israeli Government takes the necessary steps, there will not be a going back from the 

current situation. Thank you. 

From: Godfrey, Anthony 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 201110:10 AM 
To: 'Kim, Yuri J'; Baily, Jess L 
Cc: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Subject: RE: ·RE: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

Thanks - Yuri -DSC (the office formerly known as FBIS) has a relatively full translation. You might want to have your 
folks working from that... 

From: Kim, Yuri J [mailto:KimYJ@state.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 201110:09 AM 
To: Godfrey, Anthony; Baily, Jess L 
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Cc: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Subject: Re: ·RE: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

We have the prepared text and are working on translation. 

From: Godfrey, Anthony <Anthony_F _Godfrey@nss.eop.gov> 
To: Baily, Jess L 
Cc: Kim, Yuri J; Ricciardone, Francis J 
sent: Fri Sep 02 17:04:08 2011 
Subject: ·RE: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

Jess -thanks. Here's a paper that the Embassy here just gave us. 

Tom Donilon asked for a transcript of Dav's remarks today. I sent Suheyla's full readout, but that did not satisfy. Can we 
ask for a transcript? 

From: Baily, Jess L [mailto:BailyJL@state.gov] 
sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 9:55 AM 
To: Godfrey, Anthony; Silverman, Lawrence 
Subject: FW: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

Jess L. Baily 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
90-312-455-5555 
bailyjl@state.gov 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Baily, Jess L 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 4:51 PM 
To: EUR-SE-TU-DL; Rubin, Eric S 
Subject: FW: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

Jess L. Baily 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
90-312-455-5555 
bailyjl@state.gov 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: SMART Core [mailto:svcSMARTBTSRctSPrec@state.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 4:41 PM 
To: Brown, Kristina M; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Witmer, Kami A; Bailey, Sarah L; Fetterman, Eric 
D; Wright, Geoffrey W; Fernandes, Anthony C; Jones, Stacey L; Bijanki, Ashwin E; Dunn, Patrick M; Hay, Andrew W; Kim, 
Yuri J; Keane, Rob X; Stafford, Edward G 
Cc: Tobey, Laurence E; Campbell, Ross C; Campbell, Brigitte MC; Bruns, Thomas; Duda, Raymond P; Destito, Mark S; 
Baily, Jess L; Jaworski, Richard E; Lally, Michael; Owen, Christopher M; Hamilton, Clay M; Densmore, Wiiiiam E; 
Wroblewski, K Andrew 
Subject: Turkey to Downgrade Relations with Israel 

Action Office: 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 

Reference: 

Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
SBU 

POL, POL_MIL, ODC 

EAC, DAO_INFO 

11ANKARA1431 

Sep 02, 2011 I 021338Z SEP 11 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

13526 

PREL, MARR, MOPS, ICJ, TU, IS 

SENSITIVE 

A) AN KARA 1323 

Turkey lo Downgrade Relations with Israel 

1. (SBU) SUMMARY: FM Davutoglu announced during a September 2 press conference the Go T's intention to 
downgrade relations with Israel if the latter does not apologize for its May 31, 2010 interception of the Freedom Flotilla 
flagship Mavi Marmara by the official release of the Palmer Panel report expected for September 7. Davutoglu 
emphasized the Go T's goal is not to harm the centuries-old friendship between Turks and Jews, but to compel the Israeli 
government to rectify its mistakes. He rejected the leaked report's conclusion that the Gaza embargo is consistent with 
international law. The Israeli Embassy here has not yet received official notification of the downgrade in relations and 
requirement to withdraw personnel. We expect the MFA to withhold that notice until the Palmer Panel report's official 
release on September6. Davutoglu will be attending the September 3 informal EU foreign ministers meeting 
(Gymnich). END SUMMARY. 

2. (SBU) Reacting to the past 24 hours' media leaks of the Palmer Panel report conclusions, FM Davutoglu announced 
during a 12:30 p.m. (Ankara time) press conference: 

• Turkey's intention to downgrade relations with Israel to the second secretary level effective September 7 if the 
Gol fails to apologize for the Mavi Marmara's interception. (Note: GOT expecting Palmer Panel report on 
September 6 but MFA source said indicate this action will take place on September 7 whether report is released 
on not.) 

• The suspension of all bilateral military agreements (NOTE: This may/may impact the servicing contract for the 
Israel Aerospace Industries Heron UAVs sold to the Turkish military and used in anti-PKK operations.) 

• Turkey will, as the country with the longest coastline in the eastern Mediterranean, take measures to ensure 
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freedom of navigation. 
• The GoT will challenge the legality of Israel's blockade of Gaza in the International Court of Justice. 
• The GoT will support Turkish and other victims of Israeli attacks. 

(NOTE: REFTEL reported concerns that the GoT might seek to throttle the Israeli-Turkish commercial relationship. 
Davutoglu did not mention any GoT intent to cut business ties or other people to people exchanges with Israel.) 

3. (U) Davutoglu emphasized that, by taking these actions, the Go T's goal is not to harm the centuries-old friendship 
between Turks and Jews, but to compel the Israeli government to rectify its mistakes. He attributed the downgrade in 
relations entirely to Israeli government actions. He said the Gol had wasted an opportunity to forestall this action and is 
paying the price through the loss of Turkey's friendship. He implied the GoT would reconsider its decision to downgrade 
relations if the Gal met Turkey's conditions, most notably an official apology for the Mavi Marmara's interception, 
before the Palmer report's issuance. 

4. (SBU) Davutoglu opened his press conference with observations pertaining to the May 31, 2010 Israel Defense Forces 
interception of the Mavi Marmara and the associated deaths of eight Turks and one Turkish-American. He said: 

• Israel launched the attack in international waters against civilians on board a civilian vessel that was attempting 
to provide aid to the people of Gaza, which is under Israeli blockade. 

• Nine civilians, eight Turks and one American, died in the attack, while the rest of the people on board were 
taken prisoner. 

• The killing of innocent civilians is a war crime, a crime against humanity. 
• No countries are above the law; no countries are exempt from judicial processes. 
• A war crime was committed in international waters, a crime against humanity. 
• Turkey had cooperated with the investigation process. 
• Turkey had announced it would not normalize relations unless Israel met Turkish conditions. 
• Turkey has been confronted by attempts to manipulate the media. (NOTE: The GoT has been repeatedly irked 

by leaks to Israeli media on the progress of its discreet rapprochement discussions with the Gol.) 

• Israel had requested the past postponements of the Palmer Panel report's release. Turkey had rejected the 
Gal's last request for a six-month postponement. 

• The report was leaked in the press before it was submitted to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 
• The report reflects only the views of the panel chairman and his deputy. 
• Turkey cannot accept its conclusion the Gaza blockade is in compliance with international law; the report's 

political goals interfere with its legal analysis. 
• Turkey will take the blockade issue to the international courts. 
• The report describes Israel as having used excessive force. 

5. (SBU) Davutoglu concluded his statement by saying that the measures he outlined would not be reversible without 
Israel taking the "necessary steps." MFA officials do not anticipate that the GOI will be in a position to take the long­
discussed necessary steps in the near future, much less by Wednesday, the deadline for the return home of diplomats 
above the second secretary level. 

6. (SBU) The Israeli Embassy here told us that, as of 15:30 p.m. (Ankara time), it had received no official notice of the 
downgrade in relations or order to depart. (COMMENT: We expect to MFA to withhold that notice until the Palmer 
Panel report's official release.) Ambassador Levy is in Israel on leave, and was to return week of September 5 prior to an 
expected mid-month departure from Ankara. The Israeli Consulate in Istanbul does not expect the anticipated Turkish 
action to force the Consul General to leave. The embassy is not aware of any planned demonstrations in front of its 
missions and does not expect any demonstrations this weekend. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
Ankara, Turkey 
tel: +90 312 457 7280 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Friday, June 24, 201110:21 AM 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' 
FW: Clinton on Syria-Turkey Border, June 23 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Guido, Deborah L 
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 9:01 AM 

NR 

To: Ozbag, Didem; AnkaraAMB; Ankara-POL-DL; Ankara-PAO-IO-DL; Ankara-PMA-DL; Silliman, Douglas A; Ricciardone, 
Francis J 
Subject: Clinton on Syria-Turkey Border, June 23 

QIA from Press Availability with Philippine Leader 

Excerpt, June 23 

And also, Madam Secretary, there's reports that another flotilla may be headed to Gaza within the next couple days. What is your 

message to the organizers and participants in that? Thank you. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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QUESTION: (Inaudible) fiotilla (inaudible)? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, we do not believe that the fiotilla is a necessary or useful effort to try to assist the people of Gaza. Just 

this week, the Israeli Government approved a significant commitment to housing in Gaza. There will be construction materials entering 

Gaza and we think that it's not helpful for 1here to be flotillas that try to provoke actions by entering into Israeli waters and creating a 

situation in which the Israelis have the right to defend them$elves. 

Deborah L. Guido 
Spokesperson 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Offfce: 90-312-457,7312 
Cell: 90 0532 341-2862 

Email: gufdodl@state.gov 
U.S. Embassy.Web Page 
Visit us on Facebook 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

There is hope 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Thursday, June 02, 2011 1 :44 AM 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' 
Fw: FYI - Americans Joining Flotilla - NYT June 2 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
American Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

Tel: +90 312 457 7280 

From: Deborah GuidoOGrady <dqo999@gmall.com> 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J; Silliman, Douglas A; Ankara-POL-DL; Ankara-PMA-DL; Leary, Thomas M 
Sent: Thu Jun 02 07:19:33 2011 
Subject: FYI - Americans Joining Flotilla - NYT June 2 

June 1, 2011 - New York Times 

Ainericans Are Joining Flotilla to Protest Israeli Blockade 
By LAURIE GOODSTEIN 

When an international flotilla sails for Gaza this month to challenge Israel's naval 
blockade of the Palestinian territory, among the boats will be an American ship with 34 
passengers, including the writer Alice Walker and an 86-year-old whose parents died in 
the Holocaust. 

A year ago, nine people in a flotilla of six boats were killed when Israeli commandos 
boarded a Turkish boat in international waters off the coast of Gaza. The Israelis said 
their commandos were attacked and struck back in self-defense, but the Turks blamed 
the Israelis for using live ammunition. The raid soured relations between Israel and 
Turkey and intensified pressure on Israel to end the naval blockade. 

Organizers said the new flotilla, scheduled to leave in late June from a port they would 
not identify, had at least 1,000 passengers on about 10 boats. One boat will carry 
Spaniards, another Canadians, another Swiss and another Irish. 

The Americans have named their boat "The Audacity of Hope," lifting the title of a book 
by President Obama to make a point, said Leslie Cagan, a political organizer who is the 
coordinator of the American boat. 

"We're sending a message to our own government that we think it could play a much 
more positive role in not only ending the siege of Gaza, but also ending the whole 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751235 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02270

- . . 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751235 Date: 06/27/2012 

occupation" of Palestinian land, she said. "The phrase does capture what we believe, 
which is that it is possible to make change in a positive way, and that's a very hopeful 
stance." 

After Hamas took over Gaza in 2007, Israel imposed an embargo on the area, with 
Egypt's help, essentially trapping the population in an effort to enforce security and to 
squeeze the militant group. Although Israel has maintained the sea blockade, it 
loosened the land blockade after the international condemnation that followed the raid 
on the Turkish boat. And last week, Egypt officially reopened the Rafah border 
crossing, allowing more people to ,pass between Egypt and Gaza. 

Noam Katz, minister for public diplomacy at the Israeli Embassy in Washington, said 
in an interview, "We see this flotilla as a political statement in order to support Hamas 
in Gaza. Hamas is a terror organization that took control of Gaza and its people and is 
committed to the destruction of the state of Israel. We have a blockade, and we are 
going to enforce this blockade." 

The American passengers say they support the Palestinian people, not Hamas. They 
liken their strategy to that of the Freedom Riders, who 50 years ago rode buses to the 
American South to challenge segregation. 

Gabriel Schivone, a student at the University of Arizona who is joining the flotilla, said, 
"It's in the tradition of Dr. King's direct-action principles, to create a situation so 
tension-packed that it forces the world to look and see what's happening to the 
Palestinians." 

To explain why she was joining the flotilla, Hedy Epstein, the 86-year-old, said, "The 
American Jewish community and Israel both say that they speak for all Jews. They 
don't speak for me. They don't speak for the Jews in this country who are going to be 
on the U.S. boat, and the many others standing behind us." 

The American boat is owned by a Greek company and registered in Delaware, Ms. 
Cagan said. It will carry letters from Americans to Palestinians, not aid. About a 
quarter of the passengers are Jewish. Among the crew is a former captain in the Israeli 
Air Force who refused to fly missions in Gaza. 

Deborah Guido-O'Grady 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
0532-341-2862 
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Law, Rosemaq C 

From: Ricciardone, Francis J 
[@LEASED IN FULLI 

Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 9:20 AM 
To: 
Subject; 
Attachments: 

Baily, Jess L ' 
FW: Haaretz/ "Turkey denied Netanyahu effort to delay release of Gaza flotilla report" 
image001.Jpg 

fyi 

From: fsinirlioglu@mfa.gov.tr fmanto:fslnlrlioglu@mfa.gov.trl 
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 12:16 PM 
To: Bums, William J; Gordon, Philip H; Ricciardone, Francis J 
SUbject: Fw: Haaretz/ "Turkey denied Netanyahu effort to delay release of Gaza flotll!a report" 

Bu e-posta, Turkcell BlackBerry ile gtlndcrilmi~r. 

From: Burcu Erdogdu <burcu.erdogdu@mfa.gov.tr> 
Date: Mon, 29 Aug 2011 11 :29:42 +0300 
To: Feridun Sinirlioglu<fsinirlioglu@mfa.gov,tr>; <fsinirlioglu@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Mehmet Kemal Bozay<Mehmet.Bozay@mfa,govctr> 
Subject: Haaretzl "Turkey denied Netanyahu effort to delay release of Gaza flotilla report" 

HAARETZ.com 

Turkey denied Netanyahu effort to delay release of Gaza flotilla report 

Turkey claims Netanyaltu attempting to buy time, add that they prefer an unfavorable 
report over waiting another two fruitless months; Palmer Report due to be published on 
Friday September 2. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu suggested a few days ago that the Palmer Report on the 
Israel Defense Forces' raid of a Gaza-bound flotilla in which nine Turkish activists were killed, 
be delayed by six months. 

The suggestion was made to the Turkish government and UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
but Haaretz has learned that the Turkish government rejected Netanyahu's proposal, claiming it 
was not serious. 

The UN investigative committee into the raid, headed by Geoffrey Palmer, is now due to 
publish the report this Friday, September 2. 

[REVIEW ~IJTHORITY: SharQn Ahmad, Senior Rev_iewe!J 
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The Palmer Report on the events that occurred on board the Turkish aid ship Mavi Marmara in 
2010 has been delayed three times already, each time with the agreement of both Israel and 
Turkey, who made joint requests of the UN Secretary-General. 

According to an official in Jerusalem, Netanyahu's latest suggestion to postpone the report's 
publication by six months was not wannly welcomed by the Turks. 

Turkey saw Netanyahu's suggestion as an attempt to avoid reaching a decision on the 
reconciliation agreement and to stall progress. They explained that despite how problematic the 
report is for them, they would prefer for it to be published on September 2 than to wait another 
two grueling months, at the end of which it is not at all certain that Netanyahu would agree to 
apologize for what happened on board the Mavi Mannara. 

An outline of the reconciliation agreement has already been approved by Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and includes a softened Israeli apology for the events that 
occurred onboard the ship, in return for normalized relations with Turkey and a commitment on 
Turkey's behalf not to take legal proceedings per~onally against th.e Israeli soldiers and officers 
involved. · 

Turkey has said that iflsrael does not apologize, it will carry out a series of actions detrimental 
to Israel-Turkey relations and that it would take legal action against Israel. 

Netanyahu has avoided making a firm decision for a number of months regarding how [srael 
will deal with the situation. He told senior American officials that despite that he is interested in 
accepting the outline of the agreement and apologizing to Turkey, he feared such a move would 
lead Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman to withdraw fre>m the coalition. 

After Lieberman said he would not withdraw from the coalition, even if a decision was made to 
apologize to Turkey, Netanyahu changed his reasoning for postponing the report's publication, 
telling the Americans that he is not able to apologize, for he is under political pressure owing to 
the social protests. 

Two weeks ago he informed U.S .. Seeretary of State Hillary Clinton that Israel would not 
apologize for the 20 I 0 Gaza flotilla raid. Speaking with Clinton via telephone, Netanayhu said 
that Israel does not intend to adopt an outline to restore its relationship with Turkey. 

An official in Jerusalem said that Netanyahu told Clinton that Israel does not oppose the 
publication of the Palmer Committee's report, but that the date of the report's release depends on 
Ban Ki-moon. 
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[RELEASED IN PART BBi 

law, Rosemary C 

From: 
sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

In case you've not seen yet. 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Sunday, July 17, 201112:39 PM 
Gordon, Philip H; 'esherwood-randall@nss.eop.gov'; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Sullivan, Jacob J 
Kim, Yuri J; Kaidanow, Tina S; Rubin, Eric S 
FW: Haaretz story on apology 

Holding breath for Lieberman's reaction ... 

From: Yuri Kim [millttQj 
Sent: Sunday, July 17, i"o~1~1~7,-3~1~P~M~--~ 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Cc! Howard, Jeremiah 11Jerry'1 

Subject: Haaretz story on apology 

Looks like Israelis trying to prep their public or an apology: 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

Home Print Edition News 
Published 01:44 17.07.llLatest update 01:44 17.07.11 
Defense officials: Israel considering apology to Turkey over deadly Gaza flotilla raid 

R.\5 

Cautious apology could stop possible lawsuits by Turkish organizations against Israel Defense Forces officers and bring 
the affair to an end. 

By Amos Harel 
Tags: Turkey Israel Turkey Gaza flotilla 
The defense establishment is showing increased support for resolving the crisis between Israel and Turkey following the 
Mavi Marmara affair, even at the price of an apology to Ankara by Jerusalem. 

Internal discussions between defense officials and Justice Ministry officials over the past few weeks have suggested that a 
cautious apology could stop possible lawsuits by Turkish organizations against Israel Defense Forces officers and bring 
the affair to an end. 

A report by the UN-sponsored Palmer Committee on the incident, of which Israel received a draft earlier this month, is 
scheduled to be released in a few weeks. The report focuses on the events of May 31, 2010, when nine Turkish nationals 
were killed and dozens of participants were wounded after Israeli commandos took over the ship, which was part of a 
flotilla to Gaza. · 

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has been trying to reach a compromise between Turkey and Israel. 

The committee has accepted Israel's claim - as has the Turkel committee which investigated the incident (where there 
were two foreign observers ) - that Israel's maritime closure of the Gaza Strip is legal, and that Israel acted lawfully in 
deciding to stop the flotilla. 

However, the report harshly criticized the way Israel acted in doing so; these actions led to the deaths of nine Turks, 
members of the radical Islamic group IHH, who were shot by Israeli naval commandos aboard the Mavi Marmara. 

The committee determined that Israel used excessive force and said deaths could have been prevented in several cases -
although participants armed with clubs and iron rods attacked the commanders as they descended from a helicopter to 
the ship. 

Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman has recently come out publicly against an apology, which he said would humiliate 
Israel and serve as a blow to national pride. Defense officials counter that an apology now will prevent legal problems 
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later for officers and soldiers. 

Photographs of several IDF personnel involved In the raid have been posted on the Internet and are now in the hands of 
leftist and Islamic groups in Europe. Defense and Justice officials have expressed concern that these groups will take 
steps similar to those of British pro-Palestinian groups, which have prevented senior Israeli officials from entering Britain 
for quite some time. 

In this case, however, a ban would extend to young soldiers who took part in the raid, many of whom are about to be 
released from the army and are planning trips abroad. 

Senior defense officials told Haaretz that Israel has a major stake in improving relations with Turkey in light of Turkey's 
standing in the region, its past economic relationship with Israel and the opportunity to renew defense-related export to 
Turkey. 

Although these views do not represent the Defense Ministry's official stance, Defense Minister Ehud Barak intimated as 
much in an interview fast week on Channel 1: "From a strategic point of view, we have an interest in smoothing things 
over with Turkey,'' Barak said. "National pride is important [but] in the end, we have to understand that we have other 
interests here ... Turkey can have an important role in issues relating to Syria, Iran, Lebanon and Hamas." 

This story is by: 

Amos Harel 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
us Ambassador 
American Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 

Tel: +90 312 457 7280 

From: Kim, Yuri J 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Thursday, J.Oly 07, 2011 12:.19 PM 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com'; 'berivan_orucoglu@yahoo.com' 
Fw: Israel: Turkish leal< 

To: Ricciardone, Francis J; Silliman, Douglas A 
Cc: Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: Thu Jul 07 16:31 :27 2011 
subject: Israel: Turkish leak 

AFP report featuring unhelpful comments attributed to "a Turkish source." 

Israel-Turkey flotillet talks 'break down' 

(APP) - l 4 hours ago [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewerj 

[@i..EAsED IN FULL) 

ISTANBUL - A UN-sponsored report accusod Israel of using force pre~turely and causing "unacceptable" 
deaths in its assault of a Gaza-bound ship that killed nine Turks over a year ago, a Turkish source said 
Thursday. 

Israel and Turkey failed to reach agreement, refusing to sign the report about the Israeli raid on the Turkish ship 
Mavi Marma:ra in May last year, which was due to be handed to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon later 
Thursday, the source told AFP on condition of anonymity, 

"Non-violent options should have been used in the first instance," the Turkish source quoted the report as 
saying, 

The dead and wounded resulting from the raid were "unacceptable," the report added. 

The Ma vi Marmara was leading a flotilla carrying humanitarian aid to the Palestinian territory, subject to an 
Israeli-imposed blockade, when an intervention by Israeli security forces in international waters ended in 
bloodshed. 

Nine Turkish passengers we.re killed Jn the assault on the ship that had been chartered by a Turkish lslamist 
group. 

Following the May 31 raid, Turkey withdrew its ambassador in Tel Aviv, vowing that bilateral relations "would 
never be the same." 
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Israel refused to sign the report after a corrunission of inquiry concluded that its forces had acted in an 
"excessive" manp.er by swooping on the Mavi Mannara a ltmg way from the Gaza Strip and without giving a 
final warning to the vessel. 

The source said Turkey's refusal to sign off on the report stemmed from the fact that it did not say Israel's 
blockade of Gaw was illegal. 

Over the past year, Ankara has repeatedly said it was demanding apologies and compensation ftorn Israel for 
the victims' families. 

Still, there have been signs in recent weeks that the two countries were trying to overcome their differences. 

Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel and Turkey were looking to heal the breach in relations 
that followed the flotilla incident. 

"We are seeking ways of improving our current relations," Netanyahu told journalists in Bucharest on 
Wednesday. 

Several attempts to restore ties between the former close allies have led nowhere, but rsrael was encouraged 
after the owners of the Turkish ferry said it would not be participatingin a second.attemptto reach Gaza this 
month. 

"We are trying to make concrete steps," Netanyahu said. 

"Apart from the fact that Turkey did not participate in the (latest) flotilla, there are other signs allowing us to 
talk of an improvement in our relations." 

Key to any reconciliation is Turkey's demand that Israel apologise for its actions. 

But Foreign Minister Avigdor Liebe?man reiterated his opposition to such a step in remarks to the parliamentary 
Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee. 

"We have no interest in a confrontation with Turkey and we are in favour of renewing our relations with 
Turkey; we have no territorial dispute with Turkey and we are ready to reach a compromise,'' he said. 

"We are not prepared to be dictated to and we are not prepared to be humiliated or to abandon our troops. 

"An apology is not a compromise -- in my view, it is humiliation and abandonment of our soldiers," he 
continued. 

On Tuesday, Israeli foreign rnlnistry spokesman Yigal Palmor said contacts with Turkey had been intensified in 
order to solve the crisis and "tum the page" on previous disagreements. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
Ankara, Turkey 
tel: +90 312 457 7280 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Tuesday, July 19, 2011 8:22 AM 
Kim,. Yuri J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Pierce, Thomas JN; Avery, David; Stafford, Edward G 
FW: Israeli Navy boards French MN Dignite/Karama of the Gaza flotilla (SBU) 

Working 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: OpsAlert 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 1:04 PM 
Subject: Israeli Navy boards French M/V Dignite{Karama of the Gaza flotilla (SBU) 

(SBU) Embassy Tel Aviv confirmed the the Israeli Navy boarded the ship at 0535 EDT/1235 Tel Aviv 
approximately 1-2 miles outside Israel's Gaza blockade line. The navy is reportedly in control of the ship and is 
taking it to the Israeli port of Ashdod. The Israeli Foreign Ministry is not aware of any injuries or casualties. 
Embassy Paris reports the French Foreign Ministry has been in regular contact with Israeli counterparts and has 
urged Israel to use minimal force and to guarantee French consular access. 

Automatic electronic distribution to: S, D(S), D(N), P, E, C, M, DG, T, R, PA, G, AF, EAP, EUR, NEA, SCA, WHA, 10, 
S/CRS, S/CT, S/HSC, H, OS, CA, PMAT, INR, AVC, UP, ISN, CMS, S/ES, S/ES-0, NSOC, and WHSR-

]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Subject: 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Sunday, September 04, 2011 4:02 AM (RELEASED IN FULL] 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' 
Fw: Israeli op..edsfartlcles on Turkey 

From: Yuri Kim <yurijkim@hotmail.com> 
To: Ricciardone, FranclS J; Ricciardone, Marie D.; Baily, Jess L 
sent: Sun Sep o~ 10:37:58 2011 
Subject: Israeli op-eds/articles on Turkey 

Three 11.E!ms below from Israeli press: the op-eel and artide from the Jerusalem Po!;!: both mention Turkey's need for 
Herons; Haaretz frets thlltinternatlonal opinion wlll be on the side oftheTurks and in calling f(lr the Netanyahu gov't to 
aJJQ\oglie to Egypt before things get worse seems to Imply <ldvocacy for an apology to Turkey as well. 

JP: 
Analysis: From '0-problem' to '10- roblem'__PQJJq:y _____ _ 
By EFRAT AVIV REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 

04/09/2011 
In the current atmosphere, Israel must play a new, sharp and calculated game ofdipJomacy 
and let Turkey act first. 

\<.\8 

A. famous Turkish proveJb e•presses simllarilie• between relatlon•hip and a stri11g -wnen a siring Is cu1. l1 says. there Is always a posslbllil'I 
connecting bolh end• of the thread gives no oplion to avoid the knot 

l!lhat is the path Turkey cllooses to take when it comes to Israel, Israel is in big trouble. 

BUI Turl<ey will not gain too much from the conflict either. 

The MavJ Mamrara affair was grasped as "The 9111 of Israeli- Turkish relations." o'tenn used for manifesting ltle ohocl< coming from Ankara' 

Oe!iop\la all precautioni:;, the TUlks neV"er dreamed the result of tRe tloti~a woutd occur es-they did. 

The death of nine Turkish citizens from IQF .. fire was taken as ff it was a declaration of war. They were furious and made the Marmara incidis!n 
relations with Israel, unless 1ha latter bowed down and apologized. 

In addttlon, lhe Turks complained about extensive lellks of infonnation in Israel (e.g. Prime Minister Binyamln Netanyahu's initial decision to' 
have more carefully observed the Importance the Turks attributed to lhe Incident and Its effect on bilateral ties. Israel should have also kept ir 

•Turkish Prime Minister Recep TayYlp Erdogan, Foreign Minister Ahmet DavUloglu and the AKP government are just part of the problem. Tu 
taken into consic;feratioo--as well. 

The responses following the Marmara raid were sitnllarfn all segments of Turkish society, creating a growing-wave of-criticisrn against Israel. 
elections campaign was "Hedef20.23," (Aim: 2023, Erdogan believes his government will still be ruling when the Turkish Repubff¢ celebrates 
but no one can guarantee that of course. How can lorael bring back lhe Tur11s' alliance as well as f!iendshlp on lhe day after Erdogan? 

• In the unusual diplomacy of the Middle East, especially when Israel can look at the great Turkish example, why does .Jerusalem ignore the 1 

haven't we learned from Ertlagan how to negotiate and lwl•t reality lo sell•fy our own n.-.,Ps and Interests? Some believe \hat especially in tt 
means humiliatf'.on, submission .and a blow ta ~national pride." But following the Turks, their famous pragma1lsm ancttored In thefr days as-an 
good. Why weuld Israel be Interested in making tt easier on Erdogan, who alr..,dy called to lower the level 'If diplomatic relations in 111e past! 
up on toe staggering $2.6 blUlon the two nations exchange in trade every year? Why fall Into the lrap of Erdogan instead ofleamlng from his· 
must play a new, sharp, calculated game of diplomacy and let Turkey act first. 

On the other hand, lsfllol might emerge as the greater loser here, but Turkey will not carry the day either. Domestic criticism accompanied b) 
coming especially from the opposillon leading party CHP, on AKP's decision, claiming that Erdogan's ·~ero problem policy" does not prove tto 
the price, on the other harid~ is just too high. 

Turkey's need for special military equipment required for combating the terrorist organization PKK, produced and made in Israel is a concern 
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1os.ing trade and other options. Turkey's current problems with.Syria andihe heated deciaration5 against Turkey coming from Ahmadine}ad, c 
problem policy" more relevant to this region. · 

Since AKP took control in Turkey, It has 1>een tf)'ing to purauade the wor1d, especially the West, that being el the same time a domocralic anc 
possible, Tu'1<ey has no tendencies of becoming "a second Iran• and lhat ii can mediate between East and West. Mier downgrading lhe Iles 
with "eX1ra measures,' Turkey will have to work harder on proving its "balanced policy' to us all. 

Dr. Efrat Aviv Is a lecturer in Bar-flan University's Doparlment of MidrJ/o Eastern Studies and a research associate at the Begin- Sadat (BE St 
Studies at BIU. 

JP: 
Turkey to hike naval presence in eastern Med 
By YAAKOVKATZ 
04/09/2011 
"Israel will no longer be able to exercise its bullying practices freely," a Turkish diplomatic 
source tells a local newspaper. 

The Turkish Navy will bolster Its presence In the eastem Medtterranean Sea 10 prevent Israeli operations, Turkish officials sald over Ille wee~ 
between Jerusalem and Ankara Intensified following the pub!lcellon of lhe Palmer Report on lastyeafs flotilla conftic:t. 

"A more aggressive strategy wm be pursued. Israel will no longer be able to exercise its bullying prac:tk:es freely," a Turkish diplomatic sourc< 
in the Hurriyel Dal/y MJws, The source said ihat the navy would accompany ships bringing aid lo the Gaza Stop. 

Turkey has threatened to deploy tts navy to accompany aid ships to the Gata Strip in the past. 

Ahead of the recent flotilla that tried to set sall from Greece in-June, the lsraer Navy had raised concem that Turtdsh Navy ships would atcon­
Such a scenario howeve:r n~ver materialized. 

Despite the new crisis, the IOF does not plan tin recalling the newly~appointed military attache tb Ankara who took up his post last month. Th• 
Moshe Levi, former head 9f the Gaza Coordinalion arn;! Liaison Administration. 

Israeli and Turkish defense ties mostly came to a standstlllfollowing lsrnel's operntioo to stop the Turki•h fiotill• lasl year, which ended with r 
nationals aboard the Mavl Marmara passenger ship. 

~There are no sales and llO loinl exercises between us and Turkey." a defense official -$aid on Friday. "There is also nothing planned for the n 

The official noted that if Turkey followed through with cutting an defense ties with Israel. the move would have a negative impact on Turl<ish d 
which are dependent on Israel! companies for technology and exports. 

One example is the joint venture tllat Israel Aerospace lndustrtes, Elblt Systems and Turkey's Ase/san established, which won a $183 million 
deliver Heron 1 unmanned aerial vehicles to the Turkish mllllary. UAV de/iverles have been completed, but Israeli defense contractors contin 
provide maintenance support, 

Another example is a joint venture between Israel Military Industrias and Ase/san to upgrade M60A1 main battle tanks. The two companies c 
last year of 170 tanks to ihe Turkish army in a $6B7m. deal. Accori;ling to recent reports, the companieu ware vying for a new cont"'ct in Cole 

"The Turkish companies Will not be able to bid for contracts without the Israeli companies,11 ihe official explained, 

Meanwhile, as ties with Turkey continue to deteriorate, Israel is bolstering it$ ties with Greece. 

On Sunday, the Greek Defense Minister Panos BegJflis will arrive in-Israel for talks .with Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu, Defonse Mtniste 
Chief of General Staff Lt-Gen. Benny Gantz. 

Beglltis will be met by an honor guard at lhe Defense Ministry In Tel Aviv on Sunday and Will tour /DF bases, as well as Israeli defense indusl 

Greece and tsrael have strengthened defense lies in recent years and both air forces have held a number of Joint drills in Greece over the pa 

Haaretz: 

• Published OO:Sl 04.09.ll 
• Latest update 00:51 04.09.11 
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World will likely support Turkey's moves 
against Israel 
Supporting legal actions against Israel by families of the 
raid victims in Turkish and international courts, and 
appealing to International Court of Justice against the 
blockade of Gaza could have far .. reaching effects. 
By Zvi Bar'el Tags: Israel Turkey Gaza fiotil!a anti-Israel 
The expulsion of Israel's ambassador from Ankara and down9radil'IQ of diplomatic ties to the level of second secretary 
could turn out to be the lightest of the sanctions Turkey Intends to impose on Israel. Supporting l99al actions against 
Israel by families of the victims of the 2010 naval commando raid of the Mavi Ma~ra, in both Turkish and international 
courts, and appealing to the International Court of Justice against the bloci<ade of the Gaza Strip could prove to be much 
more powerful. The former could affect the foreign travel plans of Israeli officers and decision makers, while the latter 
would move the Gaza issue from the local arena, where Israel maintains a relatfve advantage, to the international stage, 
which has not as yet Interfered In Israeli policy vis-a-vis Gaza, 
Turkey is Judged likely to gain International support for Its actions against Israel, In light of its climb In status In the global 
community in recent weeks. Conbibuting to Ankara's rising star are Its haish criticism of the Assad regime in S)'ria, 
despite heavy pressure from Iran; Its cooperation wlth Libya's provisional government, and its support of the revolution in 
Egypt. Turkey's consent to the depfoymi;:nt of early warning radar, part of a NATO missile-defense system whose 
undeclared purpose Is to protect Europe from Iranian miSsiles, is particularly important in this regard, The decision signals 
Turkish commitment to Its alllance with NATO in general and to the United States In particular, deflecting the "accusation' 
that Ankara Is turning away from the West and toward the East - that is,. toward Tehran. It IS Israel that may have to pay 
a price for Turkey's growing ties with the West and Ahkara's decision to refuse Russia's entreaties to rejectthe radar 
deployment on Its territory. · 
But Turkey's demand that Israel apologf.:e, compensate the victims and lift the Gaza blockade is rooted prfmarlly In Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Efdogan's obligation to his electorate. It ha> become a common, uniting, national denominator, an 
integral part or Turkey's national prestige and its domestic policy. 
The com:ept of na~onal ·prestige has also trapiled lsraet, which on at least two oocaslons rejected a skillfully crafted 
apology to Turkey due to the objections of Foreign Wn!ster Avigdor Ueberman and Vice Prime M.lnister Moshe Ya'alon. 
Turkey Is not an enemy state. Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu.empha$ized th.at Ankara's.actions are a result of 
the policies of the Netanyahu government and are not intended to hurt the!sraeli or Jewish people, He called on the 
Jsraelf government to amend its mistakes, which he said were not constructive to the remarkablefrlendship between 
Turkey and the Jewish people. 
Davutoglu's remarks 'rn effect are a declaration that Turkey sees the sanctions as a means of changing Israeli policy 
rather than as a polk:y or strategy in themselves. They place al! the options for action In Israel! hands and emphasize 
Turkey's desire to maintain relatlons with Israel despite the enormous disagreement between the states. 
Egyptians yesterday celebrated the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador frOm Turkey. In a headline, Al·Masry Al-Youm 
termed the action a "lesson that Turkey taught Egyp~' - an allusion to what Cairo should have done in the wake of last 
month's attack near Eilat. To keep relallons with Egypt from deteriorating further, Jerusalem must put aside Its "national 
prestige" and apologize for killing five Egyptfan soldiers while responding to the terror attack near the Egyptian border. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kim, Yuri J 
Tuesday, November 01, 2011 2:43 PM 
Ricciardone, Francis J; Baily, Jess L 
Fw: MFA ftotilla effort 

I'm in touch withl lin Sinirlioglu's office. 
~-~ 

----- Original Message 
From: Kim, Yuri J 
To: Levin, Jan; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Cc: Silverman, Robert J; Berns, David B; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; Cyril, Todd A; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Stafford, Edward G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Blome, Donald A 
Sent: Tue Nov 01 20:40:30 2011 
Subject: Re: MFA flotilla effort 

I have contacted U/S Sinirlioglu's office, which has played a critical role in managing 
previous flotilla-related issued. MFA will look into this and get back to us. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Levin, Jan 
To: NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Cc: Silverman, Robert J; Berns, David B; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; Cyril, Todd A; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Kim, Yuri J; Stafford, Edward G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Blome, 
Donald A 
Sent: Tue Nov 01 19:03:50 2011 
Subject: MFA flotilla effort 

Gary Koren just called to report that the Irish MFA told the GOI that it has confirmed that 
the yacht Saorirse is planning to sail from an unnamed Turkish port in two days, organized by 
Irish citizen Fintan Lane, who is a veteran of previous flotillas. The GOI has reached out 
to the Turkish MFA for assistance but received no concrete response. 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Baily, Jess L 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Monday, September 05, 2011 3:19 PM 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' 
Fw: NYT/Cohen op-ed on Turkey/Israel 

To: 'yurijkim@hotmail.com' <yurijkim@hotmail.com>; Ricciardone, Francis J; Ricciardone, Marie D.; Howard, Jeremiah 
"Jerry" 
Cc: Grubisha, Thomas J 
Sent: Mon Sep 05 21 :55:03 2011 
Subject: Re: NYT/Cohen op-ed on Turkey/Israel 

Cohen wrote w/ passion on amcit death in july 2010 ("the forgotten american") so this view not new. 
Jess L. Baily 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy, Ankara, Turkey 

From: Yuri Kim <yurijkim@hotmail.com> 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J; Ricciardone, Marie D.; Baily, Jess L; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: Mon Sep OS 21:11:42 2011 
Subject: NYT/Cohen op-ed on Turkey/Israel 

Roger Cohen shames U.S. for silence on the death of the Amcit, calls for Israel to do the strategically right thing and 
apologize. 

September 5, 2011 

Israel Isolates Itself 
By ROGER COHEN [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

LONDON - Here's what the United Nations report on Israel's raid last year on the Turkish-nagged Mavi Marmara had to 
say about the killing of a 19-year-old U.S. citizen on board: 
"At least one of those killed, Furkan Dogan, was shot at extremely close range. Mr. Dogan sustained wounds tc the face, 
back of the skull, back and le~ leg. That suggests he may already have been lying wounded when the fatal shot was 
delivered, as suggested by witness accounts to that effect." · 
The four-member panel, led by Sir Geoffrey Palmer, a former prime minister of New Zealand, appears with these words 
to raise the possibility of an execution or something dose. 
Dogan, born in upstate New York, was an aspiring doctor. Little interested in politics, he'd won a lottery to travel on the 
Gaza-bound vessel. The report says of him and the other eight people killed that, "No evidence has been provided to 
establish that any of the deceased were armed with lethal weapons." 
I met Dogan's father, Ahmet, a professor at Erciyes University in Kayseri, last year in Ankara: His grief was as deep as his 
dismay at U.S. evasiveness. It's hard to imagine any other circumstances in which the slaying in international waters, at 
point-blank range, of a U.S. citizen by forces of a foreign power would prompt such a singular American silence. 
Senior Turkish officials told me Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan had raised Dogan's fate with President Obama. But 
of course no U.S. president, and certainly no first-term U.S. president, would say what Prime Minister David Cameron of 
Britain said: "The Israeli attack on the Gaza notilla was completely unacceptable." Even if there's an American citiZen 
killed, raising such· questions about Israel is a political no-no. So it goes in the taboo-littered cul-de-sac of U.S. foreign 
policy toward Israel, a foreign policy that is in large measure a domestic policy. 
The Palmer report, leaked to The New York Times last week, is a split-the-difference document, with the Israeli and 
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Turkish members of the panel including notes of dissent. My rough translation of its conclusion would be this message to 
Israel: You had the right to do it but what you did was way over the top and just plain dumb. 
It found that Israel's naval blockade of Gaza is legal and appropriate - "a legitimate security measure" - given Hamas's 
persistent firing of thousands of rockets from the territory into Israel; that the flotilla acted recklessly in trying to breach 
the blockade; that the motives of the flotillas organizers raised serious questions; and that the Israeli commandos faced 
"organized and violent resistance." 
But it also called the raid - 72 nautical miles from land - "too heavy a response too quickly." The flotilla, it says, was far 
from representing any immediate military threat to Israel. Clear prior warning should have been given. The decision to 
board "was excessive and unreasonable." It criticizes Israel for providing "no adequate explanation" for the nine deaths or 
explaining "why force was used to the extent that it produced such high levels of injury." The panel is left dismayed by 
Israel's Inability to give details on the killings. It calls Israel's policy on land access to Gaza "unsustainable." 
Overall, the panel finds that Israel should issue "an appropriate statement of regret" and "make payment for the benefit 
of the deceased and injured victims and their families." 
Yes, Israel, Increasingly isolated, should do just that. An apology is the right course and the smart course. What's good 
for Egypt - an apology over lost lives - is good .for Turkey, too. 
Israel and Turkey have been talking for more than a year. Feridun Sinirlioglu, a senior Turkish foreign ministry official, 
has met with numerous Israeli officials. At times agreement has been close. Ehud Barak and Dan Meridor, Israel's defense 
and intelligence ministers, have argued the case for an apology; Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman has led the hawks 
saying Israel never bends; Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has had his finger to the wind. In the end, Lieberman and 
the far right have won, as they tend to with this abject Israeli government. 
"It's a typical case where coalition considerations trumped strategic thinking, and that's the tragedy," Shlomo Avineri, an 
Israeli political scientist, told me. "Given the Palestinian issue at the U. N ., and relations with the new Egypt, we could use 
strategic wisdom." 
That's right. Instead, locked in its siege mentality, led by the nose by Lieberman and his ilk - unable to grasp the change 
in the Middle East driven by the Arab demand for dignity and freedom, Inflexible on expanding settlements, ignoring U.S. 
prodding that it apologize - Israel is losing one of its best friends in the Muslim world, Turkey. The expulsion last week 
of the Israeli ambassador was a debacle foretold. 
Israeli society, as it has shown through civic protest, deserves much better. 
"We need not apologize," Netanyahu thundered Sunday - and repeated the phrase three times. He's opted for a 
needless road to an Isolation that weakens Israel and undermines the strategic interests of its closest ally, the United 
States. Not that I expect Obama to raise his voice about this any more than he has over Dogan. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Silliman, Douglas A 
Sunday, January 23, ·2011 9:42 AM 
'fjrjr96515@yahoo.com'; Ricciardone, Francis J; 'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' 
Fw: Turkel report out 

Israel's report into Mavi Marmara shootings is out and will get lots of negative press here 
tonight and into the week. 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-4SS-5555 x7190 

----- Original Message 
From: Guido, Deborah L 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: sun Jan 23 16:36:S3 2011 
Subject: Turkel report out 

FYI. Turkel commission report in NYT and Turkish on line media, released a little while ago. 

Israeli Panel Rules Flotilla Raid LegalBy THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Published: January 23, 2011 at 8:20 am 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2011/01/23/world/middleeast/AP-Gaza­
Blockade.html?hpJERUSALEM 

(AP) - An Israeli inquiry commission defended the actions of the country's troops during last 
year's deadly raid on a Gaza-bound protest flotilla sailing from Turkey, finding in a _report 
released Sunday.that Israel had not violated international law. 

"Mavi Marmara baskini hukuka uygun" 
CNNTurkhttp://www.cnnturk.com/2011/dunya/01/23/mavi.marmara.baskini.hukuka.uygun/604255.0/ind 
ex.html 

tsrail, Mavi Marmara raporunu a~1kl1yor Sabahisrail'de dokuz TGrk'Un olUmUyle sonu~lanan 
Mavi Marmara bask1n1n1 sorusturan Turkel Komisyonu, beklendigi gibi israil'i aklad1.Raporunun 
ilk bolUmUnU apklayan Komisyon, oy birligiyle, "i:srail, operasyon s1rasrnda uluslararas1 
hukuka uygun hareket etti" g6rU$0nU benimsendi. 

http://www.sabah.eom.tr/Dunya/2011/01/23/ 

israil_mavi_marmara_raporunu_acikliyor 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Importance: 

Categories: 

All, 

Silliman, Douglas A 
Friday, February 11, 2011 10:31 AM 
Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess l; EUR-SE-DL; 'jcollins@nss.eop.gov' 
Ricciardone, Francis J; O'Grady, Daniel J 
FW: Turkey's Mavi Marmara Report; TRT (3); USG Gels Pulled In 

High 

Working · 

The Turks today publicly released their Mavi Marmara report. We had not seen it before, but had 
gotten an outline form Amb Mithat Rende, the TU commission head. 

Note TU claim in the report that there was a TU-US-IS deal that Israel would not go after the Mavi 
Marmara and that it would NOT try to run the blockade. 

We might need to do guidance on that point. Please do NOT let the guidance go forward without 
checking the draft with us. 

Thanks, 

Doug 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 5:03 PM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Guido, Deborah L 
Cc: Godfrey, Anthony F; Witmer, Kami A; Ahn, Michael; Leary, Thomas M 
Subject: Turkey's Mavi Marmara Report; TRT (3); USG Gets Pulled In 
Importance: High 

See highlight. We may need guidance. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: Ersoy, Jale 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:58 PM 
To: Ersoy, Jale; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: Mavl Marmara; TRT (3) 

The AA carried excerpts from Turkey's Mavi Marmara report. Highlights follow: 

Israel did nof abide by the agreement reached among the U.S., Israel and Turkey before the 
flotilla took off !which required the route to be toward Egypt's ti Aris port in case of a 
confrontation by Israel); 
Once clashes began Israel forced forced the boa! to sail toward Israel; 
In the 45-article "Conclusion" part of Turkey's report the Turkish Commission stressed !hat it 
reached some objective and legal conclusions: 
The stressed that the humanitarian assistance convoy was a "civilian initiative" with peaceful 
intensions. It did not pose a threat to Israel; 
The passengers were subject to all border and customs controls; 
There was no firearms on board; 
Israel, before confronting the boat, did not try to inspect or search the ship and Israelis cut the 
communication among the vessels, something that put the ships and passengers at risk; 
The attack took place 72 miles to the closest shore, in other words, in international waters; 
Nine passengers died and Israel violated the basic right to live; 
Five of those who died were shot at close range in the head. Furkan Dogan received five 
bullets including three in the head. First bullet hit his foot and when he fell down. two Israeli 
soldiers kicked him and then shot him in an execution style: 
Photographer Cevdet Kiliclar was shot from a long range in the forehead. In the nine dead 
passengers there were 30 bullets; 
More than 50 passengers were injured and one still is in coma; 
The Israeli forces, who used helicopters, zodiac boats, submarines, frigates and commandoes 
did not fire in the air for warning that ii might use force; 
As Israeli soldiers by using zodiacs tried to board the ship they opened fire; 
Passengers panicked and they tried to legitimately defend themselves; 
In response Israel did not reevaluate the situation; 
Israel used real ammunition against the passengers; 
Israeli soldiers continued to fire despite the fact that passengers showed white flags; 
Israeli soldiers attacked the other boats as well and number of injured was more than 70. 
Nobody used firearms against Israeli aggressors; 

!more to follow) 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ersoy, Jale 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:32 PM 
To: Ersoy, Jate; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: Mavi Marmara; TRT (2) 

"TRT News" reported that Turkey today submitted its final "Mavi Marmara Report" to the UN. 
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The highlight of the report was that Israel used excessive force and fired ot close range. 

The TRT correspondent in Israel noted that Tel Aviv would disclose the second part of its report soon. 
The UN HR Commissioner today held a press conference and said that they asked Israel to cooperate 
with the UN on this issue. The second part of the report is expected to focus on the mistakes of Israel. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ersoy, Jale 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:21 PM 
To! Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: RE: Mavi Marmara; TRT 

Amb Mithat Rende. the Turkish official briefed the media on their Movi Marmara report. 

They found out that there was no firearms on the Turkish ships that took off from the Turkish ports. The 
three Israeli soldiers were carrying firearms and those on the ship threw those weapons in the sea. 

The right to live was violated. Five of those who died were shot at close range. When Furkan Dogan. 
Turkish-American citizen, when injured was kicked and then shot and killed. Another was shot in the 
forehead. Around 50 were injured. including one-still in coma. 

Israel used a serious force, zodiacs, helicopters, boats. 

If Israel wanted. it could have stopped the fllatillo peacefully. Unfortunately it did not try to stop it 
peacefully. One reason might be to create fear and deter future such attempts. 

The Israeli side claimed that the passengers attacked its soldiers. This is true. Passengers were 
terrorized when they were subject to firing. So passenger. whom we talked to. thought that they all 
would be killed and tried to protect themselves. 

Another mistake by Israel was, when confronted by such a reaction from passengers Israel should 
have stopped and made a reevaluation. 

Th·e "TRT News" stopped live broadcast here. 

This email ls UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:08 PM 
To: Ersoy, Jale 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: Mavl Marmara; TRT 
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Joie: 

NTV is airing o program now on the Mavi Marmara reporL Would you monitor for us, please. 

Thank you. 

-- Jerry 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 

Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Home » Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy <1nd Public Affairs » Bureau of Public Affairs » Bureau of Public Affairs: Press 

Relations» Press Releases» Press Releases: 2011 l> Press Refeases: June 2011 >>Gaza "Anniversary" Flotilla 

Gaza "Anniversary" Flotilla 

Press Statement 

Victoria Nuland 

Department Spokesperson, Office of the Spokesperson 

Washington, DC 

June 24, 2011 

Last month marked the one-year anniversary of the confrontation between Israeli forces and activists when a flotilla 

attempted to break Israel's maritime blockade of Gaza on May 31, 2010. The United States deeply regrets the tragic 

loss of life and injuries suffered among those involved in that incident aboard the Gaza bound ships. 

We are concerned that a number of groups are organizing a one year "anniversaryn flotilla to commemorate the 

incident by sailing from various European ports to Gaza in the near future. Groups that seek to break Israel's 

maritime blockade of Gaza are taking irresponsible and provocative actions that risk the safety of their passengers. 

Established and efficient mechanisms exist to transfer humanitarian assistance to Gaza. For example, humanitarian 

assistance can be delivered at the Israeli port of Ashdod, where cargo can be offloaded, inspected, and transported 

to Gaza. We urge all those seekirig to provide such assistance to the people of Gaza to use these mechanisms, and 

not to participate in actions like the planned flotilla. 

Recent seizures by Israel and Egypt of advanced military systems, weapons, and ammunition bound for terrorist 

groups in Gaza, as well as period'1c rocket and mortar attacks from Gaza against Israeli civilians, highlight the 

continuing problem of illicit arms smuggling to Gaza. These seizures underscore the vital importance to Israel's 

security of ensuring that all cargo bound for Gaza is appropriately screened for Hlegal arms and dual-use materials. 

The United States remains concerned by conditions in Gaza, but notes that the humanitarian situation has 

significantly improved over the last year, including a marked increase in the range and scope of goods and materials 

moving into Gaza, an increase in international project activity, and the gradual expansion of exports. The United 

States will continue to work with lsrael, the Palestinian Authority, donors, and the international community to do more 

and ensure that the needs of the people of Gaza are being met 

We also continue to call on Hamas to play a constructive role by renouncing violence, recognizing Israel's right to 

exist, and accepting past agreements. We underscore that delivering or attempting or conspiring to deliver material 

support or other resources to or for the benefit of a designated foreign terrorist organization, such as Hamas, could 

violate U.S. civil and criminal statutes and could lead to fines and incarceration. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kim Scrivner [kimscrivner@gmail.com) 
Thursday, May 19, 2011 1 :29 PM 
Scrivner, Kimberly (Istanbul) 
Media Monitoring, Thurs, 5/19, 8pm 

RELEASED IN FULL, 
Non-responsive deleted NR 

The United States has warned Turkey against a new flotilla to the Israeli-blockaded Gaza Strip, saying it would 
not be helpful, a senior US administration official has said. The US has been very clear with the Turkish 
government that a new flotilla would in no way be helpful, Assistant Secretary of State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs Philip Gordon was quoted as saying by the Anatolia news agency to a hearing at the Senate 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Re~ 
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Foreign Relations Subcommittee on European Affairs. (AA) http://www.todayszaman.com/news-244433-us­
warns-turkey-agai ns t-new-floti lla-to-gaza. html 

Compiled by Ates Oner, PAS Istanbul 
Cleared by Kim Scrivner, PAS Istanbul 
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/RELEASED IN PART B~ 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Wednesday, July20, 201111:21 AM 
Kim, Yuri J; Walston, Lysa M; Ahn, Michael 
Baily, Jess L 
RE: Approaching Turks on Noor 

Lysa, can I see these instructions this evening? Or first thing in the morning. 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
Ankara, 
Republic of Turkey 

tel: +90 312 455 7280 

From: Kim, Yuri J 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 11:39 PM 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Subject: Fw: Approaching Turks on Noor 

Amb: We have instructions to approach the Turks on the Noor, another vessel apparently seeking to break the Gaza 
blockade. Israeli CDA here has already approached MFA, who agreed last thing Turkey needs is another flotilla incident. 
We'll approach MFA tomorrow morning and see if we need to take rnore aggressive action. 

From: Kim, Yuri J 
To: Riley, Robert J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Stafford, Edward G; Jaworski, Richard E; Rubin, Eric S; Gregonis, Meghan E 
Sent: Tue Jul 19 23:32:07 2011 
subject: Re: Approaching Turks on Noor 

We'll take this up with the Turks first thing tomorrow morning. 

From: Riley, Robert J 
To: Kim, Yuri J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Stafford, Edward G; Jaworski, Richard E; Rubin, Eric S; Gregonis, Meghan E 
Sent: Tue Jul 19 22:43:28 2011 
Subject: Approaching Turks on Noor 

Yuri et al., 
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As Jerry noted earlier, here is a bit more concrete info on the Noor. At this point seems appropriate for Emb Ankara to 
approach MFA per instructions in State 36240 on Gaza Flotilla (1 just sent copy to you on high side) and ask them to do 
whatever they can to avoid a problem. Please let us know how they respond. 

Many thanks for all your help, 

Bob 

Robert J. Riley 
Acting Dfrector 
Office of Southern European Affaits 
U.S. Department of State 
Tel: 202-647-5120 
ri1eyrj@state.gov 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Berns, David B 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 2:06 PM 
To: Miller, James N; Goldberger, Thomas H; Sutphin, Paul R; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; 
Hood, Jeffrey L; Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon 
(NEA/IPA); Blome, Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-!PA-DL; 'melissa.h.russeJl@gmail.com'; SES-0; NEA-ELA-DL; NEA-
SEMEP-DL; EUR-SE-TU-DL; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" . 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Waters, John R; Taplin, Mark A; Bauer, Jen M (Paris); Klein, Christopher C; 
Sharma, Sujata; EUR-WE-France-DL 
Subject: Re: Another Ship 

SBU 

MFA contact said the GOI is now focused on the "Noor" in Turkey. Israeli CDA in Ankara raised the issue with the Turkish 
MFA-- the economic dept and the territorial dept -- asking the GOT to prevent the ship from leaving. Initial Turkish 
response was "somewhat encouraging." Turks said the "last thing they need now is another flotilla." Israel has not raised 
with the Turks at a senior level. Israelis keen for us to reinforce with the Turks. 

The ship was Sierra Leone-flagged, and the Israelis interceded with Sierra Leone so the ship now has no flag. Israelis will 
inform the Turks of this. MFA believes it will take 2-3 days for the ship to get a new flag. The ship is a ferry that can carry 
300 people but Israelis believe 150-200 would be the maximum number the ship would take on the voyage. The ship is 
not designed to safely cross the Mediterranean, but it could. Israelis also using this safety issue lo convince the Turks not 
to let it sail.· GOI believes the Noor would carry mostly Arab passengers. 

Israelis concerned about participation on the ship of a Jordanian NGO called "Lifeline." Believe the ship could sail to Egypt 
and pick up members of this NGO there. The ship's crew is now Bulgarian, but Israelis believe an Egyptian crew will soon 
take its place. 

Re the Karama passengers, MFA confirmed they disembarked from the Israeli naval ship at Ashdod about 7 pm local. 
They were put on the naval ship al sea. Their processing in Ashdod will finish at about 9 pm tonight. GOI will then transfer 
them lo an administrative facility in Holan where they will be able lo meet with consular reps from their countries. GOI 
wants to repatriate them as soon as possible, and will urge them to sign papers consenting lo repatriation. GO! will plan lo 
put those who sign on planes to Europe as early as tonight or early tomorrow morning. Those who don't sign will be 
granted access to a lawyer and go through administrative procedures that could take a few days before they are 
repatriated. The GOI is not allowing the passengers to leave GOI custody before repatriation, but so far is not pursuing 
any criminal charges against them. The passengers so far have not been violent. 
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From: Berns, David B 
To: Miller, James N; Goldberger, Thomas H; Sutphin, Paul R; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; 
Hood, Jeffrey L; Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon 
(NEA/IPA); Blome, Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-IPA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com' 
<melissa.h.russell@gmail.com>; SES-0; NEA-ELA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov' <PKumar@nsc.eop.gov>; Waters, John R; Taplin, Mark A; Bauer, Jen M 
(Paris); Klein, Christopher C; Sharma, Sujata; EUR-WE-France-DL 
Sent: Tue Jul 19 18:06:04 2011 
Subject: Re: Another Ship 

SBU 

We received the message below this afternoon from the Israeli MFA. 

After "Dignite", now we are concerned with Jordanian ferry "Noa( which is located in the vicinity of Anatalya, Turkey. 
According to reports in Al-Jazeera it is planned to take on board 120 activists mostly from Arab countries and to leave as 
early as tomorrow, apparently to an Egyptian port. We have no doubts that their intention is to arrive at Gaza. We have 
already approached Turkish authorities on this matter with requests to prevent ship's departure. We will appreciate if the 
US Embassy in Ankara could follow up on this matter with the Turkish authorities. 

From: Miller, James N 
To: Berns, David B; Goldberger, Thomas H; Sutphin, Paul R; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; 
Hood, Jeffrey L; Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon 
(NEA/IPA); Blome, Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-IPA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com' 
<melissa.h.russel/@gmail.com>; SES-0; NEA-ELA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov' <PKumar@nsc.eop.gov>; Waters, John R; Taplin, Mark A; 
Bauer, Jen M (Paris); Klein, Christopher C; Sharma, Sujata; EUR-WE-France-DL 
Sent: Tue Jul 19 16:07:39 2011 
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

French MFA spokesman Bernard Valero called this afternoon for "caution" and "responsibility" on the part of 
Israeli authorities toward passengers of the "Dignity Al Karama." Here is his statement: 

"We told Israeli authorities for several days that if this French boat were to attempt to break the 
blockade and Israeli authorities decided to stop it, we expect that they will act with responsibility and 
caution, respect all the rights of our citizens and enable their prompt return to France. The Ambassador 
of France to Israel transmitted that message yesterday and this morning to the National Security Advisor 
and to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We have done the same this morning with the Israeli 
Ambassador to France." 

Valero added that the French Embassy in Tel Aviv is mobilized on site to exercise its consular functions to 
protect French citizens. 

James N. Miller 
Political Affairs 
U.S. Embassy Paris 
millerjn@state.gov 
+33 (0)1.43.12,25.75 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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----------· ----·-------
From: Berns, David B 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 201112:00 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Sutphin, Paul R; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; 
Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Blome, 
Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-!PA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com'; Miller, James N; SES-0; NEA-ELA-DL; NEA­
SEMEP-DL; Miller, James N 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Waters, John R 
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

I asked and MFA did not have clarity on that. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 12:59 PM 
To: Berns, David B; Sutphin, Paul R; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; Greene, 
Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Blome, Donald A; 
Cline, Melissa R; NEA-IPA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com'; Miller, James N; SES-0; NEA-ELA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 
Miller, James N 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Waters, John R 
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

Was it in international or Egyptian waters'.? 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Berns, David B 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 201112:51 PM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; 
Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, COiin C; Sachar, Alon (NEA/lPA); Blome, 
Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-IPA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com'; Miller, James N; SES-0; NEA-ELA-DL; NEA­
SEMEP-DL; Miller, James N 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Waters, John R 
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

MFA just confirmed that the Navy boarded the ship at 1235 local time 1-2 miles outside Israel's Gaza 
blockade line. MFA said the Navy is in control of the ship and is taking it to the Israeli port of 
Ashdod. MFA is not aware of any injuries or casualties. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: Berns, David B 
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 12:38 PM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; 
Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Blome, 
Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-!PA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com'; Miller, James N; SES-0 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Waters, John R 
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

From MFA at 1225 local: the Israeli Navy has communicated with the ship, telling it not to proceed to 
Gaza. (An IDF press release at 10:50 local today said the Navy offered to allow the ship to unload its 
humanitarian supplies at the Israeli port of Ashdod for transfer to Gaza.) MFA said the ship 
responded to Navy communications, but stressed it will proceed to Gaza, not to Ashdod. MFA said 
the Navy will have to take control of the ship and take it to Ashdod. He expects the Navy to take 
control of the ship shortly, but could not give an estimate of when. The GOI has told the French 
government (ship is French, and organizers are French) that it expects to take control of the ship 
shortly. 

Earlier information from the MFA: Ship was off the coast of Port Said last night, and at 0600 this 
morning started moving toward Gaza. It traveled toward Gaza this morning on the border between 
Egyptian territorial waters and international waters. The GOI had asked the Egyptian Government to 
stop the ship and take it to an Egyptian port if the ship travelled through Egyptian waters. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Berns, David B 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2011 6:19 PM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; 
Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Blome, 
Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-IPA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com' 
Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Waters, John R 
Subject: RE: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

From MFA at 1815 local: 

The ship is off the coast of Port Said but not in Egyptian territorial waters, and currently not moving 
toward Gaza. Ship could move into Egyptian territorial waters overnight. MFA will keep us posted. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Sutphin, Paul R 
sent: Sunday, July 17, 2011 6:18 PM 
To: Berns, David B; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silvennan, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; 
Greene, Elisa; Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Blome, 
Donald A; Cline, Melissa R; NEA-IPA-DL; 'melissa.h.russell@gmail.com' 
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Cc: Walles, Jacob; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 'PKumar@nsc.eop.gov'· 
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dlgnite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

+others 

This is a small yacht full of Euro activists (and Haaretz's Amira Hess and an al Jazeera crew). If it is intercepted there 
should be no need for violence. 
Paul Sutphin 
Director, NEA/IPA 
Via Blackberry 

From: Berns, David B 
Sent: Sunday, July 17, 2011 08:34 AM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; Greene, Elisa; 
Vincent, Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sutphin, Paul R; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Blome, 
Donald A; Cline, Melissa R 
Subject: Re: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

SBU 

MFA flotilla coordinator just confirmed to me that the Dignite has left Greece. He said the ship told the Greek authorities 
its destination is Alexandria. So far the ship is charting a course toward Alexandria, but this could change in the next few 
hours. Israeli Navy plans to make contact with the ship if it does begin a course toward Gaza. Navy will tell the ship it can 
go to Alex, Ashdod or "other destinations" excluding Gaza. 

Another ship, the Giuliano, is still in Greece. After losing its registration last week from a west african country following 
GOI intervention, it briefly gained registration with St Kitts/Nevis before the GOI interceded again. It now has no 
registration. 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
To: Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew; Berns, David Bi Palm, Robert H; Hood, Jeffrey L; Greene, Elisa; Vincent, 
Wendy M; George, Leah; Russell, Melissa H ; Eilts, Colin C; Sutphin, Paul R; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA) 
Sent: Sun Jul 17 14:36:12 2011 
Subject: Fw: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dlgnite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

http://www.freedomflotilla.eu/en/information/4-members-an nouncements/176-french-boat-d ign ite-of-freedom-fiotilla-ii­
leaves-greece 

From: Angela Godfrey-Goldstein <anjle@netvislon.net.il> 
To: 'Angela' <anjie@netvision.net.il> 
Sent: Sun Jul 17 11:54:56 2011 
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: French boat Dignite of Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece for Gaza [ + Passenger List] 

16 July 2011 

For Immediate Release 

French boat Dignite of the Freedom Flotilla II leaves Greece 

The French boat "Dignite/Karama" (Dignity) left the Greek island Kastellorizo around 8:30PM local time on 

Saturday July 16, 2011, heading south. The ten passengers on board view themselves as representatives of the 

whole Freedom Flotilla II - Stay Human. The rest of the Flotilla's ships have been detained in different Greek 

ports, through bureaucratic obstruction, sabotage, sudden restrictions and withdrawals of flags. 
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The Dignite, sailing under a French flag, left Corsica on June 25th, and has, over the past weeks, been in Greek 
waters. It has now left- so far without being followed by the Greek coast guard or Navy. 

Among the delegates on board is Jacqueline Le Corre, member of the French Communist Party, Jean Claude 
Lefort, former French Member of the European Parliament, as well as representatives of the Canadian, 
French, Greek and Swedish initiatives within Freedom Flotilla II. Onboard the Dignite are also renowned Israeli 
journalist Amira Hass, reporting for Haaretz, and a team from Al-Jazeera TV. (Full list of passengers below). 

Kastellorizo, in the far east of the Greek archipelago, is only miles from Turkish mainland. A substantial part of 
Kastellorizo's population fled during the Second World War to Gaza, where they stay.ed for years. The present 
mayor of the island, Paul Panigiris, was born in Gaza, and feels strongly, as do many other people from 
Kastellorizo, for a population that once hosted them and is now under siege. 

The action of Dignite is not a mini-version of Freedom Flotilla 2, but a first wave that will be followed by 
others. It is a message to the Israeli government, to the international community and to the besieged people 
of Gaza: The Free Gaza Movement and the coalition of Freedom Flotilla II are not giving up, until the inhumane 
and illegitimate blockade of Gaza is lifted. 

Gaza, we are coming! 

www .freega za .org 
www.witnessgaza.com 
www.freedomflotilla.eu 

And see Amira Hass' report: www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/gaza-bound-ship-carrying-pro­
pa lestini an-a ct ivi sts-sets-sai l-from-greece-1. 3 7 3601 

* * * * * * * 
Passengers on the Dignite: 

Stephan Corriveau, Coordinator of Canadian boat to Gaza 

Dror Feiler, spokesperson of Ship to Gaza-Sweden, President of the European Jews for a Just Peace, artist, 
musician, composer 

Jerome Gleizes, France, Europe Ecologie Les Verts 

Jacqueline Le Corre, France, Medecin-Collectif 14 de soutien au peuple palestinien, member of Parti 
communiste francais 

Jean Claude Lefort, former MEP, French Communist Party-PCF 

Claude Leostic, spokesperson of Un bateau fran~ais pour Gaza 

Yamin Makri, France, Collectif 69 de soutien au peuple palestinien 

Omeyya Naoufel Seddik, Tunisian, Federation des Tunisiens pour une citoyennete des deux rives (FTCR), and 
Ligue tunisienne des Drafts de l'Homme (LTDH), Phd in Political Science 

Thomas Sommer-Houdeville, spokesperson of Un bateau frarn;ais pour Gaza, Researcher, Political Sciecnce, 
Middle East Studies, lnstitut francais du proche Orient 
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Vangelis Pissias, spokesperson of Ship to Gaza-Greece, Professor at Technical University of Athens 

Amira Hass, Israeli journalist - Haaretz 

Ayyache Derradji, Journalist from Al Jazeera 

Stephane Guida, Cameraman from Al Jazeera 

Zacharia Stylianakis, Captain 

Hilaire Folaccl, Mariner 

Vannick Voisin, Mariner 

Jo leguen, Navigator 

B 
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Law, Rosemary C 
jRELEASED IN FULLl 

From: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 20111:21 PM 
To: Allegrohe, Kathleen H 
SubJei;t: 
Attachments: 

Re: Netanyahu to Clinton: Israel won1 apOlogize to Turkey for Gaza flotilla raid 
image001.jpg 

Duh! 

From: Allegrone, Kathleen H 
To: Bally, Jess L; Klm, Yuri j; Ricciardone, Francis J; Avery, David; Grubisha, Thomas J 
Cc: EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Sent: Wed Aug 17 16:05:45 2011 
Subject: RE: Netanyahu to Clinton: Israel won't apologize to Turkey for Gaza flotilla raid 

Yes, folks are working on guidance here, as you can imagine. I raised the press Issue In the staff meeting today and Tina 
urged us to refrain from commenting at post, If possible. If you get questions, her advice is that you refer them to 
Washington. 

BTW- one of the Turkish contacts - Sinirlloglu -was on the phone with Phil this morning. 

I also mentioned in the staff meeting the PKK incident yesterday. 

Best. 

Frorn: Baily, Jess L 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 7:09 AM 
To: Kim, Yuri J; Rk:ciardone, Francis J; Avery, David; Grubisha, Thomas J 
Cc: EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Subject: FW: Netanyahu to Clinton: Israel won't apologize to Turkey for Gaza flotilla raid 

This will not lake long before it hits TU press. 
Jess 

Jess L. Baily 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. i::mbassy Ankara 
90-312-455-5555 
bailyjl@state.gov !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Revlewetj 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Wednesday., August 171 2011 1:46 PM 
To: ea!ly, Jess L; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Subject: FW: Nelanyahu to Clinton: Israel won't apologize to Turkey for Gaza flotilla raid 

This should be showing up in your press ... 
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This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2.011 1:44 PM 
To: Russell, Melissa H ; Buzbee, John R 
Cc: Shapiro, Daniel B (Tel Aviv); Siiverman, Robert J; Hoyer, Kurt J; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Hale, David M 
Subject: Netanyahu to Clinton: Israel won't apologize to Turkey for Gaza flotilla raid 

The author called me for comment and told me he had conT!rmation from 3 different Israeli officials. I 
told him that I had no information. Tom 

htlo:l/www.haaretz.cQm/misc/article-print-oage/netanyghu-to•clinton-israel·won-t-apologlze·fo­
turkey-for-goza-flotilla·raid-l .3791 l O?trailingPgfh"-2.16932C2.2l632C2.217%2C 

Netanyahu to Clinton: Israel won't 
apologize to Turkey for Gaza flotilla 
raid 

PM Netanyahu informs U.S. Secretary of State 
Clinton that Israel will not accept an outline for 
restoring relationship with Turkey. 

' By Barak Ravid 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has informed U.S. Secretary of State .Hillary Clinton thatisrael will not 
apologize for the 2010 Gaza flotilla raid In which nine Turkish pro-Palestinian activists died, 

Speaking with Clinton via telephone on Tuesday, Netanayhu said that Israel does not Intend to adopt an 
outline to restore its relaUonshlp with Turkey. 

An official In Jerusalem said that Netanyahu told Clinton that Isra.el does not oppose the publication of the 
report of the Palmer Committee, which investigated the events surrounding.the flotHla, but that the date 
of the report's release depends on UN Secretary-General Ban Kl·moon. 

The official added thst the head of the UN investigatory committee, former New Zealand prime minister 
Jeffrey Palmer, will present the report to Ban Ki-moon next Monday and that the UN chief will release the 
report to the public the following day. · 

On Tuesday, deputy prime minister Moshe Ya'alon referred to the possibillty of an Israeli apology while 
speaking at a Ukud founders conference. 
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"God forbid we apologize," Ya'alon said. "National pride is not just something p.eopie say on the street but 
it has strategic signlrtcance. If Erdogan goes around afterwards and says that he.brought us to our knees, 
he wlli appear as a regional leader in the Middle East. He won't leave it alone, even after we apologize." 

Ya'alon noted that the Palmer Committee had completed its work and had ruled in favor of Israel in 
regards to the legality of the naval blockade of the Gaza Strip. 

"The Turks are not ready to accept this," Ya'alon said. "But the relationship had deteriorated even before 
[the flotilla raid}. This is their [Joficy, th ls is what they wanted, shame on them. So I said the Palmer 
Report needs to be published and I hope it will be published. Afterwards, we will meet [with the Turks}." 

• Barak Ravid 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Silliman, Douglas A 
Sunday, January 23, 2011 10:28 AM 
Ricciardone, Francis J 
Re: Turkel report out 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

!RELEASED IN PART 136) 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
----- Original Message -----
From: Silliman, Douglas A 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Sent: Sun Jan 23 17:15:14 2011 
Subject: Re: Turkel report out 

No - DC wanted to see it first. 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, .Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Ricciardone, Francis J 
To: Silliman, Douglas A 
Sent: Sun Jan 23 17:03:51 2011 
Subject: Re: Turkel report out 

Have we pre-cooked Washington's I our line on this? 

Francis J. ~icciardone 
US Department of State 
Cell: +1 202 445 7438 
Ofc: +1 202 647 6112 

----- Original Message 
From: Silliman, Douglas A 
To: 'fjrjr96515@yahoo.com' <firjr96515@yahoo.com>; Ricciardone, Francis J; 
'ricciardonemd@gmail.com' <ricciardonemd@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sun Jan 23 16:42:18 2011 
Subject: Fw: Turkel report out 

Israel's report into Mavi Marmara shootings is out and will get lots of negative press here 
tonight and into the week. 
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Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
US Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

---·· Original Message ----­
From; Guido, Deborah L 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: sun Jan 23 16:36:.53 2011 
Subject: Turkel report out 

FYI. Turkel commission report in "YT ano Turkish on line media, released a little while ago .. 

Israeli Panel Rules Flotilla Raid LegalBy THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Published: January 23, 2011 at 8 :.20 am 

http: //'llMI. nytimes. com/apooline{Z011/01/23/World/rniddleeast/AP-Gaza­
Blockade. html ?hpJERUSALEM 

(AP) - An Israeli inquiry commission defended the actions of the country's troops during last 
year's deadly raid on a Gaza-bound protest flotilla sailing from Turkey, finding in a report 
released Sunday that Israel had not violated international law. 

"Mavi Marmara bashni huktJka uygun" 
CNNTurkhttp://www.cnnturk.com/2011/dunya/01/23/mavi.marmara.baskini.hukuka.uygun/604255.0/ind 
ex.html 

ts rail, Mavi Marmara raporunu apkl;i.yor Sabah!srail 'de dokuz Tiirk' On BlilmOyle sonu~lanan 
Mavi Marmara baskJ.nini soru~turan Turkel Komisyonu, beklenditi gibi tsrail'i akladi.Raporunun 
.ilk bOlUmiinU a~iklayan KomiSyon, oy birligiyle, "israil, operasyon sirannda uluslararasi 
hukuka uygun hareket etti" gorii~Unii benimsendi. 

http:/lwww.sabah.cam.tr/Dunya/2011/01/23/ 

israil_mavi_marmara_raporunu_acikliyor 

l 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04183 Doc No. C18751249 Date: 09/05/2012 



StateDept02305

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751250 Date: 06/27/2012 

law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Feridun, 

Ricciardone, Francis J 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 2:02 AM 
'fsinirlioglu@mfa.gov.tr' 
Re: WSJ/ "US Ties to Turkey Face New Strains" Jay Solomon 

Recommend Namik speak w/ Mort, if he has not already done so. Henri B too. This is the second time Mort has been 
quoted along these lines. 

I am en route to airport now for 10:00 flight to Istanbul. Can speak by phone@ your convenience now, or at these 
windows today: 11 :20 - 12:20; 15:00-15:20; 18:00- 18:50. Doors close/ phones off on flight to BRX@ 19:00. 
Jess will be in charge till I return from Doha Saturday afternoon. 
Frank 

From: Feridun Sinirlioglu <fsinlrlloglu@mfa.gov.tr> 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Sent: Tue Oct 11 00:29:57 2011 . 
Subject: Fw: WSJ/ "US Ties to Turkey Face New Strains" Jay Solomon 

Dear Frank, 
Let us talk about this sto tomorrow ... 
Feridun REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 

Bu e-posta, Turkcell BlackBerry ile giinderilmi~tir. 

From: Der!e Demirel <derle.demirel@mfa.gov.tr> 
Date: Mon, 10 Oct 2011 09:08:54 +0000 
To: Feridun Sinirlioglu<fsinirlioglu@mfa.gov.tr> 
Subject: WSJ/ "US Ties to Turkey Face New Strains" Jay Solomon 

•••wsJ/ u.s. Ties to Turkey Face New Strains 

By Jay Soloman and Marc Champion, Wall Street Journal 

Escalating tensions in the Mediterranean are complicating the U.S.-Turkey alliance at a time when President 
Barack Obama views Ankara as central to helping the U.S. manage the Middle East's political upheavals. 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton privately has pressed Turkish officials to back off from their threats to send 
warships to waters around Cyprus in a dispute over energy deposits, according to U.S. officials. The top 
American diplomat cautioned that any escalation could jeopardize U.S. interests in the Mediterranean, as the 
gas fields are being jointly developed by Cyprus and Houston-based Noble Energy Inc. 

U.S. officials also are concerned by Turkish threats to deploy naval vessels to accompany flotillas headed to 
the Palestinian territories, which could heighten the potential for a military conflict b_etween Turkey and Israel, 
both close U.S. allies. American diplomats have worked to broker a rapprochement between Turkey and Israel, 
but officials in the White House and State Department acknowledge the rift could endure. 
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Some strategists in Washington and Europe are calling on the Obama administration to lay down stricter red 
lines in the Mediterranean, by using more aggressive diplomacy and the U.S. Navy. This is seen as crucial for 
guarding against any miscalculations by Turkey, Israel or Cyprus, though they acknowledge such steps could 
anger Ankara. 

l"I don't think the Turks arefoten~.on starting hostil_i.ties,1.~11~ you never,,krjciw what can happen in thl~'--:--1 
environment,!! said Morton Abramowitz, a former U.S. ambassador to :Turkey. He added that Washington 
I · . ·. • · ·J.·: ··::", · .• ·. . · , • .. 11r,i··r· 1..-.., 

needsto be up-front with Anka'ra and tell them that if conflicl::_breaks'.out between Turkey and Israel, &Wl!il! 
~h8os'e'i5~i!iei'.1J 

Turkish officials stressed in interviews they aren't seeking a war with either Cyprus or Israel, and said Turkey 
has been forced to take action to guard against provocative steps by others. "Look, nobody wants any 
disasters here. We are aware of the situation," said a senior Turkish official. 

Mr. Obama has cultivated Turkey as a major strategic partner since coming into office in 2009. White House 
officials say the U.S. president speaks regularly with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan to 
coordinate on the political transformation in the Middle East and North Africa. And the Obama administration 
hailed Ankara's decision last month to house a North Atlantic Treaty Organization radar facility, which is 
focused on Iran's long-range missiles. 

"Turkey is a NATO ally, a great friend and a partner on a whole host of issues," Mr. Obama said prior to a 
meeting with Mr. Erdogan last month. 

Still, the deepening dispute between Turkey and Cyprus over energy exploration has placed Washington 
squarely in the middle. 

Tensions flared last month when the Cypriot government announced that Noble Energy would begin drilling 
for gas in its Exclusive Economic Zone. Ankara doesn't recognize Cyprus's government and said the energy 
exploration undercuts prospects for a United Nations-backed process aimed at reunifying the island. Cyprus 
was divided into ethnic-Greek and Turkish enclaves in 1974, after Turkey invaded the island following a 
Greece-inspired coup. 

In recent weeks, Turkey has dispatched naval vessels into this economic zone, including frigates and gunboats, 
according to senior Cypriot officials. They said these moves are a violation of international law and aimed at 
intimidating Cyprus and preventing Noble from moving ahead with developing the gas fields. Cyprus's 
government is calling on the U.N, U.S. and European Union to increase pressure on Ankara to pull out of 
Cypriot waters. 

"The gravity of the problem stems from the threats that are being voiced, nearly daily, by the Turkish 
leadership," said Cypriot Foreign Minister EratoKozakou-Marcoullis, in an inte_rview. 

Turkish officials said the international community should be focused on the Cypriot actions, which they believe 
are aimed at undermining the U.N. talks. 

2 
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More recently, Turkey also began exploring for energy deposits in Cypriot waters. "We just need to make a 
point ... to show the Greek Cypriots that they don't own the whole island," said the Turkish official. 

Continuing tensions between Turkey and Israel are also undercutting U.S. efforts to stabilize the Middle East. 
Once close allies, Turkey and Israel have been locked in a growing war of words in the wake of Israel's military 
action last year against an international aid flotilla headed f0r the Gaza Strip. The operation killed eight Turkish 
nationals and one Turkish-American. 

For months, the Obama administration has worked to ease tensions between Israel and Turkey. But the 
process broke down after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government refused to apologize to Ankara 
for the flotilla deaths. Turkey cut military ties with Israel and downgraded diplomatic relations, saying it would 
use its navy to protect future aid flotillas headed toward Gaza. 

On Friday, Foreign Minister Ahmet Davatoglu reiterated that threat, but specified that it applied to Turkish 
vessels in international waters. 

Some Turkey analysts believe Mr. Erdogan is bluffing. But there are increasing fears that the Turkish leader, 
now among the most popular in the Muslim world, could have staked a position that will be hard to back away 
from. And th_ey note that Washington wo_uld be l_ikely be dragged into any conflict. 

1"At s~n:i.e p_oint, the U.S._ is going to liave tcl'Sa\t_: This ~hetbric is too much," said' Henri Barkey, a Turkey; 
scholar at Lehigh UniversityJ 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categoriei;: 

Price, Gabrielle M (lstanbuQ 
Thursday, April 21, 2011 9:09 AM 
Thursday, Apnl 21, 20114PM Media Monitoring Report 
image001.jpg; image0U2.glf 

Working 

Thursday, April 21, 20114PM Media Monitoring RepDrt 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewefl 

RELEASED IN FULL, 
Non-resposlve deleted 
NR 

The BBC Trust has ruled that a Panorama documentary about the Israeli boarding of the Mavl Marmara was "accurate 
and impartial" overall, but did breach editorial guidelines. Thetlnee complaints that were upheld Included "insufficient 
detail about the circumstances of the deaths", "the omission of allegations about Israeli mistreatment of the passengers' 
after the flotilla was taken over" and "the misrepresentation of the humanitarian aims of the flotilla and of the Turkish 
humanitarian organl2ation, the IHH". Alison Hastings, chair of the BBC Trust's editorial.standards committee, apologized 
for three breaches of accuracy and Impartiality-out of 51 points raised In complaints- but commended the corporation 
for "an original, insightfU1 and well-researched piece of journalism". (Guardian) 
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http:/f www .guardian.co. uk/media/2011/apr/19/l>bc-film-gaza•aid-flotilla ?INTCMP=SRCH 

The above story is picked by Turkish onllne news sites like NTVMSNBC which says that "The BBC apologized to the whole 
world". 
http:/fwww.ntvmsnbc.com/id/25205264/ 

Senior Fatah Central Committee member Nabll Shaath said on Thursday that his organization will join the next flotilla to 
Gaza in May. (Jerusalem Post) 
http:/lwww.jpost.com/MiddleEast/Article.aspx?id=217392&R=R3 

Gabrielle M. Price 
Information officer 
Public Affairs Section 
U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

Phone:+90(212)335-9145 
Mobile: +90 0554 308 1778 
Email: PriceGM@state,gov 
http://www. face book .com/Istanbul .usconsulate 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosema C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

[~;LEASED IN PART I e ' , 
Ri<:c!ardone, Francis J 

Subject: RE: your visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Frank: 

I have heard about the alleged advance understanding from the Turks relatively recently. It is possible that the 
flotilla got so close to the coast that the Israelis decided they could not wait any further to test the ships' 
intentions. J do not know what the truth of the matter is but it is impossible for me to. believe that the Israelis 
would have decided on the boarding if they had been persuaded that they really had that kind of easy way out of 
what everyone recognized as a looming crisis. 

As to the events on board the Mavi Marmara, I happen to have been in Israel while they were occurring and 
learned that there were serious Israeli casualties, though fortunately not deaths. The first two soldlers on the 
rope from the helicopter, armed with paint ball guns, were assaulted by a mob with iron bars even before they 
hit the deck. They were badly injured, knocked to the deck and, in the melee that immediately ensued, were 
dragged away from the scene and locked in a room below decks. The next soldiers to land in the midst of the 
mob, seeing what was happening, drew lethal weapons and fired .in self defense against the mob members who 
they believed were intent on killing them. So, sure, it was point blank, but so was the assault on the first two. 
All of this occurred in a matter ofa few seconds. The two injured Israelis were found only after the Israelis had 
secured and searched the ship. 

I couldn't agree more about the utility of compromise. I understand that the rejection came not from Liebennan 
alone and I can well widerstand the motivations of both the rejectionisis (the angry mood among the Israeli 
public, left, right and center, and the questionable utility ofappeasing the AKP at the expense of what they and 
the public considered the truth) and ofNetanyahu (quite possibly turning over the leadership of Israel's 
dominant political right of center to Lieberman with elections coming up next year). 

While I think the Petraeus/Gates analogy is inexact, I take,your point. I wonder whether recent events in the 
Arab world which threaten Israel with even greater isolation - a possibility of which the Israeli government is 
certainly aware- might not strengthen Netanyahu's hand in dealing with his colleagues on .the Turkish issue if 
it were reopened. I'd have to guess that it would take US diplomacy, and pretty skillful diplomacy at that, to get 
it reopened and that the USG could be helpful to the PM if it were. 

I'd have to repeat that the Israeli government has certainly not written off Turkey, even if some of its members 
have. Netanyahu's disagreement with some of his colleagues on the ad ref compromise says as much. But as I 
see it., the question is not only whether the compromise could be revived but whether an Israeli government 
responsible for approving it would then be discredited by continuing evidences of gross Turkish hostility 
towards Israel as the coun,try heads towards elections. 

D l!!§tiEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ,~<:Y5 

From: Rfcclardone, Francis J [mailto;RlcclardoneFJ@state.gov] 

5e~i:_1uesda\!...M. ·~·· ..... 08, 2011 3:35 PM 
To:l 
SutijedfRE!YoUf'Vlsi to Ankara and Istanbul 
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This is important so I will check w/ my colleagues in TA and follow up on this end. 

You probably know that the Turks allege they had an advance understanding w/ Israel tho! if the 
flotilla attemp!ed to approach Gazo (probably vogue on whether in Intl waters or whatever mile 
limit Israelis claim off Goza), Israelis would deter the ships to Ashkelon or Egypt. 

The parties do have irreconcilably different sets of "facts" as well as differeni Interpretations of their 
meaning. Turks will not concede Israeli "good faith" in boarding the boots and using bullets evidently 
al point blank range, even against some apparently aggressively suicidal provocateurs armed with 
bicycle chains. Nonetheless, while both sides feel gravely offended, what no one disputes is that 
Israeli soldiers killed 9 Turkish civilians and injured others, with zero Israeli casualties. Given the tragic 
results of both sides' folly (that's my editorial judgment) I doubt the Turks will concede the Israelis' 
legal "right to board," but I know for sure they were prepared not to challenge it. 

in !heir ad ref agreement to disagree last December. the diplomats' art was to distinguish each side's 
subjective judgment of the ethical/moral "justice" of the case, from any independent international 
legal determination of the same. That is, under the ad ref draft agreement. accepted by the Turkish 
leadership but publicly rejected by Lieberman evidently in order to corner Netanyahu. the parties 
would agree to disagree; each side would be free to proclaim the morality, ethics, "justice", and 
even "legality" etc of what each side did, with neither taking the other to court over this - provided 
the Israelis would express condolences and pay compensation to victims' survivors. 

If any life could be breathed bock into the basics of this deal. it seems to me there might be on 
itnpertect but perhaps, to the GOI. a politically useful analogy with Petraeus and Gates apologizing 
for US forces' genuine mistakes in (repeatedly) killing groups of Afghan civilians. including paying 
compensation, while retaining our legal right to keep on doing the things that inevitably result in such 
accidents. 

Frank 

S:ay, r1a1ui vo, zou :t.oo,.~r1~-------' 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Subject: RE: your vfsit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Frank: I am not, and have not been involved in attempts to settle this issue and am offering my thoughts entirely 
as an interested member of the public. Hence, I do not know whether or which Turks might have heard the 
point. But from what I hear the Israeli govenunentis absolutely convinced that it had established a blockade 
recognized under international law which gave it the authority to board, in international waters, vessels that 
were clearly attempting to breach it - the announced pUl'pose of the flotilla, I do not know what L's opinion is. I 
do think that GOT recognition that Israel acted in a good faith belief that it had the rightto board would be very 
helpful. 

Best, 

D 
From: Ricciardone, Francis J [mallto:RlcciardoneFJ@state.gov] 
5ent: Tuesday, March 08, 2011 1:19 PM 
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~bJi!Ct: Re:)'Ol!FVffifl6~nbul 
111 didn't know about that "right-to·board" point. You are certain? Have right Turks heard this? Are you in touch W/ WH 
'onuifs? I hope to see Sinirlioglu (point man on this for GoT - maybe Thurs (current blluard permitting), + he will see Bill 
Burns Friday in Frankfurt. Frank 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
American Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 

Tel: +90 312 457 7280 

~ 
To: Ric'=c"'ia=rd"'o"'n'°e,-F"'r=a"'nc"'ls"J~---------...J 
sent: Tue Mar OB 18:47;24 2011 
Subject: RE: your visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Dear Frank: 

Thank you very much for this valuable piece of information. I sunnise that the opinions you sounded arc those 
of official Turks who, I believe, have held to their policy line with remarkable fidelity all of these months. The 
policy has not varied from days afterthe incident until the presem (a recent iteration occWTed yesterday at SAIS 
by Namik Tan). It is that Turkey wants a positive relationship and that it can be restored ifisrael will apologize 
for the flotilla incident and pay compensation {which is to say, accept full responsibility for an. incident for 
which Israelis do not see themselves as responsible, let alone fully responsible). 

Ni you know, there have b.een discussions between the governments which have produced significant progress, 
but not enough. The differences between the two governments are based on totally opposite factual narratives 
about what happened. Elleh party is "right" in its negotiating position if it is also right in its factual and legal 
perceptions, but the two sets of facts are irrf.lconcilable. Therefore, if an agreetnent is to be reached it will have 
to be based on the maximum concession each side is prepared to make to the mets of the other and a willingness 
to move from a rigid adherence to it announced positions. 

I understand further that Israel has indicated a preparedness to make some pretty major concessions and is 
looking for the Turks to balance these. My personal guess is that if the Turks were prepared to concede that 
Israel had a right to board (whether or not boarding was a good idea) under international law, that would go 11 

long way toward bridging the remaining gap. 

Finally, I have the strong impression that while there is considerable skepticism in Israel about the durability of 
a restoration of positive relations with the AK government following a settlement of the flotilla issue, the Israeli 
government as a whole has certainly not written off Turkey and that it has already demonstrated its willingness 
to go the extra kilometer to bring the dispute to an amicable resolution and to restore relations to their pre-Gaza 
level, or at least their pre-flotilla level. ' 

With renewed thanks for your concern, your efforts, your openness, fur reaching oul, and with very best wishes, 

86 

86 

c=J 86 
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From: Ricciardone, Francis J [mallto:RicciardoneFJ@state.9ov] 

Se~:ti~OS, 2011 9:22 AM 

~: · · :-RE:)'O'llrVllll~to Ankara and Istanbul 

After sounding out a lot of opinions here, I have a sense that Turkey still very seriously wants to restore 
a positive official and broader relationship wtth Israel.. but thatthe Israelis have written off the Turks. I 
believe that is a grave error thotwill become a self-fulfilling outlook if the current impasse persists 
much longer. i.e. as we approach the anniversary of the flotilla incident. 

Should you wish to speak by phone at any point. I'm at your disposal. 

Frank 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
Ankara, 
Republic of Turkey 

tel: +90 312 455 7280 

~ 
Sent~:>a~cu~1u~a~v~,~re~o~1~ua=1~v~1~9-,z~o~1~1~0~ . ...,~=p1~•1~~~~~~ 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J 
Subject: RE: your Visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Dear Frank: 

.I think you're right about the father. 

Thanks for your endorsement ofa meeting with Messrs. Gordon and Feltman. Wedo, of course, understand the 
pressures under which they operate and will do our best to accommodate their schedules. 

In the meanwhile we will keep you informed. 

With very best wishes, 

From: Ricciardone, Francis J [mailto:RicciardoneFJ@state.gov] 
Sent: Saturday, Februa!Y_l~Oll 4:36 AM 
To:[ _J 
subject: Re: your visit to Ankara and lstanbul 

11 you are right. it won't even occur to the bereaved father to ask to see any Amertcan Jewish organizations. And If tt 
ifia;·~is motives could be op•m to serious question. he'd know that, even if he ever did have su.ch a thought, heni::e 
another reason he'd not consider such an idea. We'll forget about it. 

l'Ve always favored maximum contact between Dept'of Statf> officers and knowledgeable, concerned private US citizens 
on any subject. I support doing this at most expen and senior available levels for such distinguished people and on such 
critical Issues as your group and your purposes. Do feel free to ask to "9e Phil Gordon + Jeff Fellman, both of whom I've 
alerted to your interest, with my endorsement. But also please um:jerstand if their impossible span of vexing issues makes 
it a challenge to match your own group's collection of scheduling Issues. 
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Frank 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
American Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 

Tel: +90 312 457 7280 

~ J 
To; Rlcciaidone, Francis J 
Sent: sat Feb 19 00:02:27 2011 
Subject: RE: your visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Dear Frank: 

I'm just back from our study session which turned out to be fascinating, wiili as many views as guests. 

Thanks for your message. We will consider about tlte father. But at this pointit is, ina sense, moot since we 
have not received any inquiry from him. 

Thank you for pointing out that Jess Baily is a man which, embarrassingly, I hadn't realized. We are starting to 
plan our next session for late March/early April and would certainly appreciate participation by him and Messrs. 
Gordon and Feltman. When the time comes to set this up may l make reference to your recommendation? 

Again, your support and assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Warm regards, 

D 
From: Ricciardone, Francis J [mailto:Rlcc!ardoneFJ@state.gov] 
Sent: Frida Februa 18 20111:32 AM 

D 

86 

86 

I have to imaglna that it would confound the haters and the fearful ones on all sides - plus really set up a warm welcome 
for you here - if members of your delj . . Jwould meet with tfle grieving,tafuer. What 86: 
would better demonstrate true Jewish tradi!ion?t!Uf'I can't judge how that would play either in Israel or w/I L_J- sensitive 
calls only you could make. 

Btw Jess Baily, the country director fo( Turkey, Greece + Cyprus will be starting in Ankara this summer a·s DCM. He is a 
good man.J've also recommended to both Phil Gordon+ NEA's Jess Feltman to see you. so don't hesitate to enquire 
when the time is right 
Frank 

Frank 
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Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
American Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 

Tel: +90 312 457 7280 

~=""""'"riF"' --___ ] oo: Rlccar n_\lu .. w!!~'------, 
Cc:i 
sent: ~8 05:50:11 2011 
Subject: RE: your visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Dear Frank: 

Thanks so much, once again. 

Do you think we have something to learn from the father? 

Jess Baily very kindly offered to participate In our session tomorrow but most regrettably we are fully booked for the 
relatively brief window within which we have to work, given travel schedules. But I've asked ifshe mlghtjoin us at another 
session which we will arrange during our three month delay period. The same goes lor your very kind offer to participate 
by phone. Perhaps, with your consent, I will not wait for the next session. 

I am greatly disappointed that we are unable lo travel on schedule as I thought It would bi' useful to get the picture now 
and then consult experts after the election results have become clea,r. But that was noi to be. 

I do hope you succeed in your good efforts to keep the election campaign from escalating our problems. 

I will certainly·keep you abreast of our schedule as it takes shape, 

With thanks and very best wishes, 

D 

From: Ricciardone, Francis J (mailto:RlcciardoneFJ@state.gov] 
Sent;_wei:lnesda¥.J'eim1atl'_J6, 2011 2:59 AM 

To:b ~ 
Cc:regoms, Megnan t; smn-an, Douglas A; ·Baily, Jess L; Walston, Lysa M; Kilner, Scott F (Istanbul); O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: Re: your visit to Ankara and Isranbul 

Deac=:J 

Of course I'm disappointed, as I was hoping to see you here both before the election campaign starts and even more 
importantly, after the results are in and a new government is In place. That's unlikely much belore July. 

MeanWhile we'll keep striving to put a floor under the problem and specifically to keep this issue out of the election 
campaign. and we'll hope our mutual friends will repair and rebuild their ties under a retresne.d GOT. Sure could use any 
help from the other side during this particularly sensitive period. 

(Btw the Turkish father of the Turk-Am Cit killed in the flotilla incident will be visiting the US In the coming days. Jess + 
Meghan can tell you more, If there is anyr:=::::Jnterest.) 

This slate.gov address is best for me as I do read ii personally+ it comes to my BB. 
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If you judge it may be useful and appropriate, one or another of us in Turkey may be available to participate in your group 
discussions by DVC or phone. 

Let's stay in touch as the calendar and your visit pjans advance. 

Frank 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Ambassador 
American Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 

Tel: +90 312 457 7280 

a:e, FrancrsJ. . 
Cc: Gregonis, Meghan E; Silliman, Douglas A; Bally, Jess L; Walston, Lysa M; Kilner, Scott F (Istanbul); O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: Wed Feb 16 04:52:34 2011 
Subject: RE: your visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

Dear Frank: 

Thank you very much for your extraordinarily warm and supportive message of this morning; one which makes me all the 
more abashed at having to tell you at this late date that we have had to postpone our visit Staffing issues combined with 
the need, per Ambassador Tan's advice, to complete our visit to Turkey before the start of the campaign on March 12, left 
us with little wiggle room and several days ago obliged us to make tile decision, to travel afterthe elect.ion.We are 
meeting on Friday to decide on a new date subject, of course, to your advice and that of Ambassador Tan. 

My colleagues and I will be gather1ng on Friday and on olher occasions prior to our departure to meet with academic and 
governmental authorities in preparation for our trip and we would be most anxious to include senior officials at the 
Department in this process. 

On the technical level, the reason I found it necessary to write you by snail mail, thereby holding up our exchanges, was 
that my email of several weeks ago to the address from which your message of today was sent was returned to me. Is this 
lhe address to which all future email should be sent? 

Allow me to renew my colleagues and my own personal thanks for your support and concern. I greatly look forward to our 
continued contacts. 

From: Ricciardone, Francis J [mailto:RlcclardoneFJ@state.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 9:48 AM 

To:~ .=1 
Cc: regonfs, Meghan E; S1lliman, Douglas A; Bally, Jess t; Walston, Lysa M;·Kilner, Scott F (Istanbul); O'Grady, Daniel J 
Subject: your visit to Ankara and Istanbul 

DeaO 

Many thanks for your letter of February 3, which I've just t'lOW received. My colleagues and l are 
looki~g forward to your visit to lstan~wl and Ankara witC :Jn early March. As 
we discussed when we met in Washington last month, we wrll be keen to support 1n any way. There 
is no more urgent and important objective even on the crowded US:. Turkey sgeAda than getting 
Turkish-Israeli relations back on a productive track. This has been a principal subject of my first official 
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calls all around the Turkish Government, and much quality time with my Israeli colleague in my first 
days here in Ankara. I expect that senior colleagues in the Department will be eager to see you 
before you depart for Turkey. · 

Other business obliges me to be in Istanbul from late on February 28 until return to Ankara the 
morning of Morch 3. In order further to show USG support for your purposes, I would be happy to 
join any or all of your official calls on top officials in Ankara, though I will defer lo your wishes should 
you see any advantage in making your calls independently. In any case, we will close the loop with 
the MFA here on planning for your visit, which they will have begun through Ambassador Tan's 
initiative. 

If you'll permit, Lysa Walston and. I will be glad toworkwith you and the Turkish Government to 
arrange mutually convenient appointments in Ankara, and perhaps also for a pre-brief in Istanbul. I 
will copy Lysa on this message, along with DCM Doug Silliman, political counselor Dan O'Grady, and 
our CG in Istanbul. Scott Kilner. Please do feel warmly welcome to use my email or to phone me or 
any of us at any time. 

Sincerely, 

Frank 

Francis J. Ricciardone 
US Amba«ador 
Ankara, Turkey 
tel: +90 312 457 7280 

cell: +90 533 482 0762 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 

Todd Piere{-- .--··· I 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 5'.SJf'IM 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J; Jess Baily; Kim, Yuri J; berivan 

Subject: 
Thomas J; . -m-] 
Today's Zaman piece 

Here you go. The quote in the JP comes from this piece published two days ago. 

[RELEASED IN PART 86] 

Erdogan 's misinterpreted remarks 
on escorting aid vessels touch raw 
nerves 

·A warning by Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Israel 
reiterating his country's firmness on ensuring freedom of navigation in Lhe 
eastern Mediterranean sent shockwaves throughout the region after it was 
interpreted as a prelude to a naval confrontation with its former ally. 

But officials in Ankara made clear on Friday that Erdogan's remarks during 
an interview with Al Jazeera were quoted out of context. Some of his quotes 
were compiled later both by Al Jazeera and Reuters in a way that implied 
these quotes had followed each other, the same officials said. 'Turkish 
warships, in the first place, are authorized to protect our ships that carry 
humanitarian aid to Gaza," Erdogan was quoted as saying by Reuters in the 
interview, broadcast by Al Jazeera with an Arabic translation. 

"From now on, we will not let these ships be attacked by Israel, as what 
happened with the Freedom Flotilla," Erdogan was also quoted as saying by 
Reuters. 

In the Turkish version of the text of the interview provided by the Anatolia 
news agency, however, Erdogan, in response to a question on ensuring the 
freedom of navigation in the eastern Mediterranean, says: "At the moment, 
no doubt, Turkish warships are first of all liable to protect their own ships. 
This is the first step. And there is humanitarian aid which we will extend. 
Our humanitarian assistance will no longer be attacked as happened in the 
case of the Mavi Marmara." 

A senior government official speaking to Today's Zaman on Friday said 
Erdogan's remarks cannot be interpreted to mean that Turkey has been 
preparing to send humanitarian aid ships to the region that will be escorted 
by Turkish warships. "We have put forth a principle by saying that we will 
ensure the freedom of navigation in the eastern Mediterranean and that this 

(REVIEW AU!HORITY: Sharon Ahma~, Seni_<>r_B_eviewe-r] 

Gnubisha, 
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field is not an Israeli playground. 

As long as Israel does not interfere in the freedom of navigation, we do not 
plan on sending any warships to escort humanitarian aid ships," the official, 
who requested anonymity due to the sensitivity of the issue, told Today's 
Zaman. "The misquoted remarks suggest that we have been readying to 
provide a warship to escort each humanitarian aid ship. This is not the case. 
However, Turkey will protect its citizens' rights in the event of any 
interference in international waters," the official added. 

Turkey downgraded its relations with Israel following a raid by the latter on 
the Mavi Marmara, a ship that was part of an international aid flotilla 
attempting to breach an Israeli blockade of Gaza. Turkey said relations 
between the two countries would only return to normal iflsrael offered a 
formal apology for the resultant killings and paid compensation lo the 
victims' families. Israel, however, refused, saying its soldiers had acted in 
self-defense. Months-long diplomatic efforts to mend relations failed to 
produce an agreement. 

The Turkish government last Friday announced a set of sanctions against 
Israel, including the further downgrading of relations to second secretary 
level -- effectively expelling senior-level Israeli diplomats -- and measures it 
will take to ensure freedom of navigation in the eastern Mediterranean after 
Israel made clear that it would not apologize for the May 31, 2010 raid. 

In Jerusalem, Erdogan's compiled remarks found a response from Deputy 
Prime Minister Dan Meridor, who termed "Turkey's announcement that 
Turkish warships would escort any foture convoys to the Gaza Strip" "harsh 
and serious" but said Israel wanted to avoid a war of words with its former 
ally. 

"The things Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan said are harsh and serious, but I 
don't think it would be right to get into any verbal saber-rattling with him," 
Deputy Prime Minister Meridor told Israeli Army Radio. "Our silence is the 
best response. I hope this phenomenon will pass." Meanwhile, Israel's 
hawkish foreign minister is planning a series of measures to retaliate against 
Turkey in the recent row over the apology, including military aid to the 
terrorist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a news report said on Friday. 

Other planned measures are cooperation with the A1menian lobby in the US 
in its efforts to win recognition for Arn1enian claims that 1.5 million 
Armenians were victims of a genocide campaign in the late Ottoman Empire 
during World War I and to issue a travel warning urging all Israeli military 
veterans to refrain from traveling to Turkey, according to a report in Israel's 
Yedioth Ahranoth newspaper. The travel advisory will also urge Israelis to 
refrain from boarding connections in Turkey, the report said. 

Yedioth Ahranoth said Lieberman had planned meetings with PKK leaders 
in Europe in order to find ways to cooperate with them "in every possible 
area." In these meetings, the PKK leaders may ask Israel for military aid in 
the form of training and arms supplies, the report said. Lieberman is also 
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planning active Israeli participation in efforts worldwide to report Turkey's 
"violations of human rights" in the treatment of minorities in Turkey. 

"We'll exact a price from Erdogan that will prove to him that messing with 
Israel doesn't pay off. Turkey better treat us with respect and common 
decency," Lieberman was quoted as saying. Whether Lieberman's threats 
could ever be implemented remains questionable. 

2011-09-09 

Mohabir: Today's Zaman 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Gu!Qo, Deborah L 
Frtday, April OB, 2011 5:19 AM 
Turkey Media Re;iction ·April 8, 2011 

!RELEASED IN FULL) 

Categories: Working 
JREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad., Senior Reviewer) 

1. Turkey Media Highlights, April 8: Government Shutdown; Wikileaks Comments from Koc and Saluting US 
Diplomats; IHH on New Gaza Flotilla; PM Erde>gan's Libyan Roadmap; Rebels Respond; Syrl~ - New Terror 
Agreement with Turke.y; Assad Reforms; TGS Draws Reactlonfi for 'Sledgehamtn&r' Statement; Thlrn anti-Turkey 
Demonstration in TRNC (Prepartid by PAS lnfomiation section, US /Embassy Anlraro) 

How the US is Plavlgg 

2. Government Shutdown: "Big Crisis in the US" (Hurriyet) 
Hurrlyet gives prominent play to reports that 800,000 federal public employees will be given compulsory leave ii no 
agreement is reached between the two parties in the Congress. Hlln<!reds of plac:1>s from the Statue of Liberty to the US 
embassy services will be shut down, and several staff in the White House will go home, says Hurriyet. Internet newsportal 
Haber FX headlines, "Obama: Do not Force Government Shut Down." 

3. Wikileaks Explanation from Koc (Zaman) 
All major Turkish papers and TVs report that Koc Holding ExeeutiVe Board Cheirman Mustafa Koc responded to WL 
documents that were published by Taraf this week. While pro,government papers interpret Koc's ei<planation as 'he 
accepted WL claims,' mainstream media tend to noport exactJywhat he said. Islamic oriented Zaman today sa,vs Koc 
owned up to his comments in Wikileaks, conflnning that he me\ u.s. Ambassador James Jeffrey during ttte days of 
economic crisis (in 2009) and that at that time he said that AKP would lose In the next elections. "I talked about political 
scenarios and coalition,' says Koc, "flowever, in today's conditiOns, AK Party will be the top party Qf the general elections." 
Koc, In an interview with CNBC·e on 417 criticized Tarafs headlines, characterizing them as sensational and 'ugly.' 
Malnstnoam Mllliyet and liberal Vatan report that Koc undertined he was only discussing possible scenarios 20 months 
ago with Ambassador Jeffrey. 

4. Commentary: "Wlklleaks teaches lots of things" (Posta) 
Mehmet Ali Birand in Posta: 'Each Wikileaks document, as printed in a Turkish newspaper every day, is indicative Of not 
only the metiOlllousness of the work of Amari.can diplomats, but also how deeper they go in some of their analyses 
compared to local experts. Wiklleaks documents also show us how carefully an.d closely tfle US diplomacy searches !'Ind 
scrutinizes developments. They are working like Swiss watches. Sometimes they. make mistakes, but lt's obvious that a 
mechanism which never misleads Washington exists. one cannot help but envy them.' 

In the New1; Israel, Libva. Syrla 

5, Gaza Flotllla: "IHH ·Don't I.et lsraell Tourists to Alanya" (/1117/iyel) 
Mainstream Mllliyet reports that Islamic Human Rlghts and Freedom Organi;zation (IHH) head Bulent Yildlrim told an 
audience of over 1,000 that the IHH plans to send a second flotilla to Gaza, but apparentiy It will not setsail from Turkey. 
According to Milllyet, 'lldirirn said at an event In Alanya: ·we are gettlng ready for another flotilla. There will be a snip 
from every country. Our own Mavi Marmara wlil set sail from Europe. vessels will come from everywheno in the world. 
Israel will leam this: The Mediterranean does not belong to Israel Just because we have had martyrs, we are not afraid. 
We will not step back. Let all know this: Until the blockade on Gaza is filled and until our march to al·Aqsa is completed, 
this sea and land operation will continue. Also, It will not be only by sea. We are prepartng for land convoys as well. our 
project for the purchase of an a1rplane wlll soon be realized. Whal do we say to the wortd leaders? Do not expect us to 
live in comfort, when people in Gaza are dying and don't expect us to remain silent when al Aqsa rnosque is a prisoner. 
We are saying this: We don~ have a pr-0blem with the Cliristians or Jews. But we do have a problem with one place I And 
we declare it with co,urege, without fear. Our problem ls Zionism, which, like a virus, has infected all humanity." Dogan 
News Agency (DHA) quoted Yildirim on 04/07 as saying 'There is a flotill;;i for the memory ol 31 May, but it Will be in mid 
June. Our own Mavi Marmara will set sail from Europe.' Ylldirim also called Alanya residents 'not to let Israeli tourists to 
Alanya before Israeli government apologizes imd pays compensation because of Mavl Marmara.' Alanya, on Turkey's 
southern coast, is a popular package tour desuoation for Israelis. 
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6. PM Erdogan's Libyan Roadmap; Rebels Respond {Hurriyet) 
All media report PM Erdogan's "roadmap' for Libya that he unveiled in a press conference yesterday in Ankara. The 
roadmap consists three elements: A ceasefire should be called and military forces loyal to Gaddafi should lift their siege 
on some cities; safe humanitarian zones should be set up for uninterrupted humanitarian aid to all Libyans; a democratic 
change process should be launched at once. Pro-government Star headlines "Step down, Gaddafi" and underlines the 
PM's comments that 'Gaddafi needs lo withdraw from besieged cities and the process of constitutional transition must 
commence." In "Erdogan Calls on Gaddafi: 'Open the Path to Democracy,'" pro-government Zaman reports Erdogan also 
said the anti-Turkey demonstrations in Libya were 'black propaganda," and urged the Libyans to not believe Jn them. In 
"Erdogan: 'We Know the Centers of Libel ln Libya,'" leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet quotes Erdogan as saying, 'It's a 
saddening development that some centers of power who see themselves close to the people In Liby~a !las launched a 
Slander campaign against Tufkey. We know who are behind this campaign, and take note oflt.• 'I'm calling on the Libyan 
administration to open the path to constitutibnal democracy Jn which the people ol Libya will elect their administrators 
freely," said Erdogan. In 'Libyan RebelS Respond to Erdogan Fast,' Humyet reports the Libyan rebels refused to hold 
negotiations with Gaddafi. The Insurgents' spokesman Colonel Ahmad Bani told al-Arabiya TV, 'We respect the pos~ion 
of the Turkish people, but Erdogan's position does not reflect the views of the TUtkish people. Erdogan is not speaking for 
the Interests of Libya ot the Tufkish people, he is speaking only tor his own interests.' 

7. Syria Agreement: Red Line Between Turkey and Damascus (Mllliyet) 
In a front page report, mainstream Milfiyet reports that a Turkish-Syrian counter-terrorism agreement has been approved. 
Under the agreement, Milliyet says that Turkey wlll be able to extradite PKK members who are Syrian citizens. Milfiyet 
also writes: "Direct telephone line will be establ.ished between the chiefs of general staff of the two countries." In 
"Counter-Terrorism Agreement," mairwtream Hurriyet reports: With this agreement, Syria and Turkey aim to stop terrorist 
organizations activities. It also includes intelligence snaring, joint operations, as necenary, and the return of terrorist 
group members.• 

8. Syria: First Coneret.e Step from AGsad. to Stop Anti-Govemment Protesls; 250.oCIO Kurds Granted Syrian 
Nationality (Hurriyet, Milliyet, Aksam) . . . . . 
Today's papers report tha~ following the Uprising results in Nert.hem Africa andthi; middle East, Syrian President Sashar 
Al-Assad announced a reform pat;kag.e to calm down his own people. The package, which will be Implemented 
immediately, covers the Sunni population as well as the Kurds who were unable to benefiffrom their minority rights for 
years. Mainstream Milliyet cites Syrian State News Agency SANA and reports that Assad Issued a decree granting 
citizenship to more than 250.000 Kurds registered as aliens in Hasaka province. Kurds, which which make up 20 per cent 
of Syrian population, were not considered as citizens since 1962 and they have long complained of neglect and 
discrimination, add the papers. The second big reform decision of Assad was allowing the Sunni population to be 
involved In politics. According to Assad's childhood friend a.nd activist Abdul Nur, Assad met With Islamic leader Said 
Ramadan al-Buti and talked about the possibilities ofestablishing a party In Syria similar to AKP in Turkey which is loyal 
to the regime and wilh an Islamic background, notes mainstream Hurriye/. 

Commentary: Syria· Turkey; Press Freedom in Syria 

9. "Assad can conUnue his hold on power only through reforms" (Mi//iyet) 
Sarni Kohen in Mill/yet: "Ankara has taken a different attitude against the movement of change In Syria, which Is suitable 
with Its southern neighbor's conditions and Turkey's interests. Ankara defends change and reforms in Syria, but does not 
call for a toppling of the regime or ousting of .its leader. FM Davutogtu has advised President Assad in Damascus to 'hurry 
up' for reforms. Assad can continue his power if he quickly opts for a way to meet the expectations olhls people. Syria's 
wlll be an Interesting test to see whether change can happen under the same regime." 

10. "Press Freedom in Syria" {Hurriyet) 
Feral Tine In Hurriyet: 'The support Ankara has given to Bashar Assad actually serves the Interests of the Syrian 
President. Now it's time for difficult demands. Press freedom is lhe most ciitical issue in Syria, on Which Turkey must be 
persistent. if Ankara presses for it, wou.ldn'tit be seen as an advice coming from a counl!y which has been ranked 138th 
In the lineup for world press freedom list? True, but if Turkey Is defending the thesis that It sees suitable for Hs own 
interests a continuation of the Assad administration by making reforms, then Ankari:t has to in.slst on press freedom. Who 
knows, while pressing Damascus on press freedom, it might be possible for Turkey to perci;ive the situation of the press 
at home In an objective manner within the framework of Ille common principles of democracy. if Turkey doesn't press 
Syria for freedoms, this 'friendship' will go no further than providing a cover for an oppressive regime." 

Other News 
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11. General Staffs Draws Reactions From the Government and the Opposition for Sledgehammer Statement (All 
media) 
TV channels last night and the papers today cover the reaction of both the government and the opposllion. showed to the 
TGS statement or Wednesday saying that it had difficulty understanding the continued detention of 163 military personnel 
as part of the Sledgehammer probe. Parliament Speaker Mehmel Ali Sahin said "it would be better If the General Staff 
had not Issued such a statement, as they could be Interpreted as a move to interfere in the Judicial process.' AKP official 
Suat Kilic said "the statement could be perceived as intervention in the judicial process; Akif Ham:zacebi of the main 
opposition party CHP, described the TGS remarks as a sign of e~cessive sensttivity and said that he didn't find the 
remarks right 

12. Cypnis: Tltlrd Anti·Turi<ey Demonstration In TRNC (Vatan) 
Turldsh media report on yesterday's protests against Turkey in Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Mainstream 
Vatan in its front page reports 'Syndicated Platform members held the third demans1ration to protest the tight austerity 
measures claimed to have been taken with 'the demands of Turkey. )!.round 2500,people attended the demonstration. 
Some groups opened placards writlng 'occupier Turkish Republic get out of Cyprus"." Liberal Radikal in "Crowded 
Demonstration in TRNC,' notes demonstrator planted a Greek Cypriot flag on lhe Wall of Turkish Embassy and shouted 
slogans." 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Guido, Deborah L 
Tuesday, June 28, 2011 5:15 AM 
TURKEY Media Reaction June 27, 2011 

Working 

(RELEASED IN FULLj 

1, Turkey Media Highlights; June 26: US Sa,y Turkey a Source for Trafficking; Israel Will Stop Second Flotilla to Gaza; 
Turkey Deploys Gendarme Commandoes at Syria B.order, Turkey Briefed Allies; Biinkmanship in Turkish Parliament 
Opening; PM Erdogan on CHP, BOP Boycott of Par11ame11l; Pundits Evaluate 'Oath-Taking Crisis'; Say Boycotting 
Partiament Will Have High Costs; Police Operations on Energy 

How the US Is PlayinWStorfes of Interest 

2. US Says Turkey a Source, Destination and Transit for Trafficking (Today's Zaman) 
In its annual "Trafficking In Persons" report, the State Department said Turkey is a source, destination, and transit country 
for women, men, and children subjected to sex trafflci<lng and forced labor, n~ports Today's Zaman. Zaman says the 
report accuse;; the government of not fully complying With the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking but 
stressed that Turkey is making significant efforts to do so. 

3. Israel Will Stop Second Flotilla again on Open Seas (Zaman) 
Turkish media report the second aid flotilla to G<lZa will sets;iUfrom Greece over the weekend with .9-1 O ships and over 
400 activists from 22 countries on board. 'Israel Will Slop Flotilla again on Open Seas,' headlines lslamist, pro­
govemtnenl Zaman and rep0rts Israel continued Its diplomatic pressure on Athens'to stop the flo~lla. In •stop !he Flotilla 
withoutBioodshed; mainlltl'llam Humyetreportueven ships setting sail from Athens wilHneet on !he Mediterranean With 
three ships from France and Spain, and reach offshore Gaza on Thursday. Hutliyetreports ministers from yesterday's 
Israeli security cabinet meeting said the aid cargos can be offloaded at Israel's AstKJod and Egypt's al·Arlsh ports, and 
transported to Gaza alter inspections. Meanwhile, six Democrat members of the US Congress have urged Secretary 
Clinton in a letter to do all she can to ensure the security of the American Clti>:ens aboard the flotilla, notes Hurriyat. 
Liberal Radika/ In 'Athens Under Pressure, Flotilla Can't Depart,' reports 'the Flotilla organizers are facing technical and 
administrative difficumes In Greece due to Israeli diplomatic pressure." Meanwhile, in 'Israel Should Apologize; pro 
government mainstream Sabah reports that "Israeli Haaretz says lsroel should apologize to Turkey for the Mavl Marmara 
raid, meanwhile, Israel approved a plan to intercept Gaza Freeoom Flotilla II. Israel's security cabinet decided that Israel 
will be determined to prevent the arrival of the flotilla to Gaza, and ordered the army to adamantly stop the sail in case it 
tries to breach the siege." 

4, Special Commandoes at the Syria Border (Sabah) 
Pro-government Sabah reports 'security measures are tightened Jn the region when Syrian soldiers opened fire at the 
border last week. Turkey deployed 300 elite gendarme commandoes at the border With Syria. The comm.an does Wiii deal 
with possible tensions at the border, at the same time they will control the influx of Syrian refugees to Turkey <>nd will 
prevent the infiltration of PKK lerrorlsts.' Sabah notes "the commandoes wlll also be responsible for the safety of Syrian 
refugees." Meanwhile, in "Turkish Army To Enter Syria,' Jslamlst moderate Zaman asserts that Turkey ad.vised Western 
countries that it would launch military operations into Syria to topple the Assad regime. The Zaman report Is based on a 
story from Kuwait's Es-Siyasseh Daily, Which sites a Brttish source o;aylng that Turkey briefed Britain, France, Italy, 
Germany and NATO. 

5. "NATO's Libya Test" (Zaman) 
Fikret Ertan in 6127 lslamist moderate Zaman: 'It is clear that NATO's Libya mission Is notproceedi~g I.he way it was 
expected. The hypothesis that Gaddafi's regime would collapse after a couple weeks of h!!avy bombardment has 
collapsed ll$elf. This indicates that reaching easy and fast results through air bombardment will not be possible everytime 
and everywhere. In Kosovo, NATO had made Milo.sevic give up with heavy <>erial bombardment, but it had happened 
only after the threa.t that a ground operation would follow the bombardment Today, there is no such ·Option for Libya 
because UN Security Council No: 19.73 does not permit ground operations. And th11re is no .possibility that a resolution 
allowing ground operations can ever be taken. NATO, which exerted Itself so much in Libyawhich was seen as a piece of 
cake, can never easily think of Intervening anywhere else from now on." 

In the Headlines 
!REv"i"EWAUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revlew1>rJ 
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s. Brinkmanship Pushes Ankara to Edge of Abyss (Hurrlyat Daily News); The Most Painful Parliament Opening 
(Milliyet} 
All media report the Turkish Parliament will convene today with an oath-taking ceremony following the June 12 elections 
(at 1500), Today's ceremony will oo;;ur u.nder the. shadow of the boycott of Kurdish SDP and the main opposition CHP 
over the fate of eight independent deputies not released from prison despitEHhe tact that they wete elected, In "CHP 
Awaits Judicial Decision.' leftlst-nationallst Cumhvriyet reports the 132 deputies from CHP will go to the parliament today, 
but they will not take oath to protest the ruling of the court "CHP Awaits Erdogan's Pledge to Solve Jailed Deputies 
Crisis,' headlines Hurrlyet and notes this was CHP's "last call" to Erdogan. In 'They lnve5ted in Chaos,' lslamist, pro. 
government Yeni Safak reports CHP, 6DP and MHP knew from the start that their candidates who were ih prtson when 
they were nominated would not be released when elected, but thatthey still nominated them. "Parliament to Open with 
'Oath Crisis,"' headlines Radikal and reports that in 1991, Kurdish MP Leyla Zana and in 1999, 'headscarf MP' Merve 
Kavakcl had put their marl<s on the openinQ ceremonies. In "I Would Have Released Them; Va/an quotes the justice in 
charge of appointments at High Board of Judges and Prosecutors (HSVK) as saying lf he was dealing with their cases, he 
would have released the elected deputies from prison. Papers note that the AKP and the MHPwill take part in the 
opening ceremony. 

7. Erdogan Believes N11mlnation of Imprisoned Deputies Had Been 'Intentional' (Hwriyet) 
Media report Prime Minister Erdogan said Turkish people elected the deputies to hand.le their problems, not to boycott the 
legislature. According to Hurriyet, Erdt>l)an told reporters yesterday that pol!tlcal parties and independent candidates were 
aware of the risks before they were nominated. ·couldn't they have fQund other candidates? Apparently, !heir.goal was to 
lay the ground for bending the laws,' said Erdogan, and noted thatthey will hav.e lo wait for a decision from the Judiciary. 
In 'Erdogan Can Relieve all Turl<ey,' leftist-nationalist Cumlwriyet reports CHP leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu said ;ill CHP 
deputies would swear in if Erdogan assures them in irontof the public that he would resolve the problem of the deputies in 
prison. "Erdogan himself has gone through the same dlfflcultles, and CHP had helped him to become a member of 
parliament despite the fact that Erdogan was then in a more grave situation compared to BDP's Hatip Dicle today. The 
deputies In prison are not <;Onvicted, so there.ls no need for legal arrangements,' sale! Klllcdaroglu. Meanwhile, opposition 
far right MHP leader Devlet Bahceli warned everyone to not take steps they will regret in the fUture, and called for a 
'compromise through friendship." 

8. Commentary: The Oath-taking Crisis (Opposition: Radika/, Milliyet, Vatan) 
Murat Yetkin in Rad/kal notes the BD P decision to boycott the parliament was important, butthe CH P decision to boycott 
the <JBth-taking ceremony was more important becall$e It can 'shake the grounds onhe system." Yetkin writes: "In a 
parliament where the main opposition (joes not participate in the work otGeneral Assembly and commissions, the AKP 
can pass every law it wants, and take the constitutional changes to referendum. This would be in line. with the laws, but it 
is debatable whether it would be legitimate. As of yesterday night, no one had a cleari.dea whatwifl happen at the 
swearing in ceremony today, and el.'eryone was looking at what Erdogan would say. This process is no! anything that will 
carry Turkey to the advanced levels of pluralist democracy.' After speaking with the CH P's former leader Deniz Baykal, 
Asli Aydintasbas writes in Milliyetthat Saykal called on everyone who has self respect to not take the oath and predicted 
that Baykal "will give strong support to 'Kjlicdaroglu et a critical time.' Columnist Okay GOne.nsln In mainstream Vatan 
suggests that AKP could file a proposal for delaying the oath-taking ceremony in the parliament until the judiciary finalizes 
all requests for the release of the imprisoned members of the parliamen~ which can help defuse the tensions. 

9. Commentary; ueoyce>ttlng Parliament Will Have High Costs" (Pro-government Zaman) 
Zaman's Editor in Chief Ekrem Dumanli opines: "The Turkish Parliament must push aside all the tutelage systems which 
were the byproducts of the September 1980 military coup, and establish a libertarian, participatory, and democratic 
system. Those who say 'I'll boycott the parliament' are part of the problem, not the solution. And Turl<ish people will hold 
to account everyone who excludes the parliament. Those who boycott the parliament would have boycotted the people, 
and Wiii pay a high cost.• 

10. MGK DlsCU1$Ses Tensions in Middle East (Sabah) 
Media report Turkey's National Security Council (MGK) convened on 6/27 and identified in a final statement the meeting's 
main agenda Items as consideration ofthe security ramifications in southeast Turkey of the BDP's parliamentary boycott, 
Syria, and Libya. Cumhvriyet comments the MGKsignaled that the Turl<lsh govemmenrs Kurdish democratiC Initiative 
would continue, and that this was a mess!!ge for the BDP. Hurriyet reports that in the meeting, the Turkish Ambassador 
in Damascus, Omer Onhon, briefed the officials on the possible scenarios fo.r the developments In Syria. "We have 
evaluated the recent developments in Syria, Libya, the Middle East and North Afrtca regions. Within this fl'il!Tle, we have 
highlighted the importance of meeting the legltimate<lemandsofthe reglonal peoples by comprehensive poll~cal, social 
and economic reforms and realistic political change that would facilitate conslltutional democracies; the MGK statemoot 
said, and add.ed the meeting also discussed the activities in meelin!j the needs of Syrian citizens who took temporary 
shelter in Turkey. Sabah and Cumhuriyet report the MGK also warned that the unrest in the region could lipread to Iraq. 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-~[)10-04163 Doc No. C18751255 Date: 09/05/2012 



StateDept02326

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751255 Date: 09/05/2012 

11. Police Operations on Energy (Sabalt) 
Pro-government Sabah reports in its front pijge '30 people in 10 cities, including Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir, Sivas, K1rsehir, 
Zonguldak, Mersin, Kayseri, Urfa and Manisa, on charges of rigging energy bids end bribery within the scope of an energy 
corruption investigation launched into the state-run electricity generation c<Jmpany Elektrik Uretlm A.S. (EUASJ, which is 
Turkey's most profitable institution. The former director general of the EUAS, two department heads, branch managers 
and some businesspeople were among the suspects detained.' 

Compiled by the Press Office, US Embassy 

ThJs.email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: Gunay, Serdil 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 5:49 AM 
Subject: · · 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 

1. Turkey Media Highlights, June 29: Ambassador Ricciardone on Turkey; US Trafficking in Persons Report--Turkey; 
Gaza Flotilla; US Bases in Turkey; Turkey's 'Oath-Taking Crisis'; Three Views on the Crisis 

How the US is Playing/Stories of Interest 

2. Ambassador Ricciardone: "Ethnic Elements Strengthened Turkish Parliament" (Milliyet) 
Turkish papers and on line news portals give wi_de coverage to Ambassador Ricciardone's visit to the southeastern city of 
Mardin where the US Ambassador met with Governor Turhan Ayvaz. "Mardin has developed immensely, and became 
richer. There is no impediment for American businessmen to come and invest in Mardin," mainstream Milliyet quotes 
Ricciardone. Ricciardone, commenting on the stance of the CHP and the Kurdish BDP on yesterday's oath-taking 
ceremony at the parliament, told reporters that Turkey would overcome the crisis, thanks to its strong and robust 
democracy, and added, "the presence of ethnic groups under the roof of the parliament has been a good decision for the 
strengthening of democracy." 

On a question whether the change in Egypt could be true for Syria a~ well, Ricciardone said: "I am not a prophet, I cannot 
predict Syria's future. Egyptians are a people open to change. Syrian people, too, want change, but I cannot guess what 
eventually will happen. Syrian government treats its own people very bad; this was not the case in Egypt. But in Syria, 
there are limits to the patience." lslamist, pro-government Zaman reported online Ambassador Ricciardone talked about 
their love of travel in Turkey and that "we'd like to support tourism and business," noting that the 600-year old Deyrulumur 
Monastery was a "very important place for history and for humanity... It's an important treasure for both Christians and 
Muslims. It's like fine jewelry that must be protected." Ambassador said one of his priorities is to integrate the US and 
Turkish businesses in the region, and that "we have efforts underway for the US business to have a positive outlook on 
Turkey." Answering a question on Syria, Ricciardone explained: "the US stance is clear on this issue - the Syrian 
government must stop the violence." The Sondakika.com online news portal reports that when asked about the Turkish 
elections, Ricciardone commented "I congratulate the government and opposition parties on their success in the elections, 
but other subjects [you are asking about] concern Turkish domestic political issues and I don't want to evaluate them." 

3. US Trafficking in Persons Report Categorizes Turkey among 'Tier 2' Countries (Mitliyet) 
Mainstream Mil/iyet reports the US State Department, in its annual Trafficking in Persons report, placed Turkey under the 
category of countries "working on the issue," and accused the government of "not fully complying with the minimum 
standards for the elimination of trafficking," but said Turkey is making significant efforts to do so. According to the report, 
women and child sex trafficking victims found in Turkey originate predominately from the former Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe but Turkish women are also subjected to forced prostitution within the country. Mil/iyet reports that the report said 
the government of Turkey demonstrated some limited progress in protecting trafficking victims in 201 O; however, it did not 
address critically needed improvements to achieve a more victim-centered approach. 

4. Slander Campaign on Gaza Flotilla (Hurriyet) 
Turkish media report Israel has launched a "counter-propaganda campaign" days before a second aid flotilla to Gaza sets 
sail from Greek ports, tomorrow or Friday. Hurriyet reports Israeli Prime Ministry sources told Ha'aretz several units of the 
state of Israel, "in compliance with the country's interests, is using the opportunities of the internet media," In "Bibi 
Production," lslamist, pro-government Yeni Safak opines "Israel, after trying everything to stop the second Gaza flotilla, 
this time uses black propaganda," comments Yeni Salak. 

5. Iran's Target is US Bases (Mil/iyet) 
Opposition Turkish media report "the commander of Iran's aerospace force General Ali Hajizadeh sent a pointed message 
to Israel and the US that they were within range of Iranian missiles." Hurriyet's front page story notes "Hajizadeh made 
his comments as Iran was conducting the Prophet 6 war games which include testing of the Shahab-3 ballistic missile, 
which has a range of up to 2,000 kilometres and is capable of reaching any part of Israel." Mi/liyet headlines "Iran's Show 
of Force," while Radikal in "Iran's Missile Threat," notes "Foreign Ministry spokesman Mehmanparast said that Western 
worries over Iran's military strength was a 'source of delight' for the country." Radikal also adds "Iran says US economic 
sanctions against the country have made it harder for the national Iranian airline to refuel its planes abroad and calls the 
situation 'inhumane.'" 
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In the Headlines 

6. "Hope for Compromise" (Sabah) 
Mainstream Hurriyet's banner headlines "Oath in the Parliament with 169 Absent Deputies," and reports "for the first time, 
one third of the deputies of the 550 member parliament did not take oath due to the boycott of 134 deputies of CHP and 
34 independent parliamentarians and absence of Engin Alan from MHP due to his arrest." Leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet 
headlines "Heavy Political Crisis," while lslamist-oriented Zaman says "CHP-BDP Alliance in the Parliament." All media 
report "commenting on the deputies under arrest, PM Erdogan said they could evaluate the proposal that will come from 
CHP." Pro-government Sabah headlines "Hope for Compromise," while CNNTurk in "First Contact Today," reports "the 
first contact between CHP and AKP will take place today. Deputy PM Cemil Cicek will visit CHP leader Kilicdaroglu today 
to assess the process of election of Parliament Speaker." Meanwhile, liberal Radikal reports "independent deputies who 
were elected with the support of BDP convened in Diyarbakir on Tuesday and took a decision to hold BDP's group 
meetings in Diyarbakir rather than in the Turkish Parliament." 

7. "Bitter Parliament Opening" (Hurriyet) 
Sedat Ergin in Hurriyet: "Yesterday's boycotting of parliament by opposition CHP and BDP will damage the power of the 
ruling AKP on the international arena. The crisis, however, has helped the Turkish public see the hazards of granting 
extensive powers to 'specially authorized courts.' These courts ignore the European Human Rights Treaty and the rulings 
of the European Court of Human Rights. Turkey claims to adjust its legislature to European norms, but these courts draw 
Turkey away from Europe. While working to solve the problem with the deputies in prison, the parliament needs to 
abolish the specially authorized courts and to align its cnminal procedure with European legal norms." 

B. "Turkish Summer" (Radikan 
Murat Yetkin in Radikal: "Tensions in Ankara escalated with yesterday's boycotting of the parliament by CHP and Kurdish 
BDP. The Turkish Summer, unlike the Arab Spring, does not witness street riots or upheavals. The fact that there are 
efforts to work out the problems in the parliament shows that Turkish democracy is more mature than that of the Arab 
countries. Even if the boycott problem is resolved, the search for constitutional reforms and Turkey's Kurdish problem 
have suffered severe blows. Turkey should prepare for a hot and long Turkish Summer.'' 

9. "Who builtthis game?" (Yeni Safak) 
Ibrahim KaragOI in pro-government Yeni Safak: "Whoever might be the builder of this game in Turkey, he deployed the 
sides to the fronts. [The oath-taking crisis in parliament] is a coup, a project to suspend democracy. Those who do not 
prefer to give their struggle in the parliament seem to have opted for crisis and fight outside the parliament. And at a time 
when we are witnessing earthquakes in the entire region from North Africa to Iran, and when the entire geography is being 
redesigned. Those who claimed that this wave of upheavals will strike Turkey after the elections through the Kurdish 
problem might prove to be right. If so, the division will deepen in Turkey, and Turkey will be put in a situation of deeply 
buried into its own problems. I hope all this is mere concern." 

10. Roundup: Ambassador Ricciardone in SE Turkey 
Ambassador Ricciardone liked the Hilton Hotel in Sanliurfa, where he was welcomed by the governor, mayor, university 
rector, chief public prosecutor, and justice commission chairman. The Ambassador told the press he has been in the 
region for two days and found the Southeast beautiful and flourishing, adding that not only the SE, but all of Turkey has 
developed democratically and economically. 
http://www.sanliurfa.com/haber34416-buyukelciden-hilton-reklami. htm 

Ambassador Ricciardone visited Mor Gabriel Monastery in Midyat, Mardin, where he lit a votive candle for world peace. 
http://www. haberalem i.net/H D265198 abd-buyukelcisi-ricciardone-midyat-ta. html 

Ambassador Ricciardone paid a visit to Mardin Mayor Mehmet Be~ir Ayano~lu and stated that Mardin has became a 
model city. http://www.haberler.com/abd-buyukelcisi-ricciardone-mardin-belediyesi-2829503-haberi/ 

Ambassador and Dr. Ricciardone enjoyed special Mardin coffee at a sidewalk cafe in Old Town Mardin. 
http://www.cafesiyaset.com/Ricciardone-Mardini-ziyaret-ediyor 180179.html 

Ambassador Ricciardone stated that to end the tension in Syria, Syria needs to avoid violence and concentrate on 
refonms immediately. 
http://www.sondakika.com/haber-abd-buyukelcisi-suriye-derhal-reform-yapmali-2829593/ 

Compiled by the Press Office, US Embassy 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: OpsAlert 
Sent: Friday, September 02, 2011 6:52 AM 
Subject: Update 1: Turkey To Downgrade Diplomatic Relations with Israel Over Palmer Report 

~35 

(SBU) Concerned Israel will not apologize and pay reparations for last year's deadly raid on a Gaza-bound 
flotilla, Foreign Minister Davutoglu says Turkey will downgrade diplomatic relations with Israel to the second 
secretary level and cut military ties as well, media reports. Embassy Ankara comments Israel's ambassador to 
Turkey returned to Israel previously, and is unlikely to be replaced. 

Automatic electronic distribution to: S, D(B), D(N), P, E, C, M, DG, T, R, PA, G, AF, EAP, EUR, NEA, SCA, WHA, 10, 
S/CRS, S/CT, SIHSC, H, OS, CA, PMAT, INR, AVC, llP, ISN, CMS, S/ES, S/ES-0, NSOC, and WHSR. 

From: OpsA!ert@state.gov 
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 20111:28:08 PM 
To: 
CC: 
Subject: New York Times Publishes Palmer Commission Report (U) 

(U) Ahead of the expected September 2 publication, The New York Times released the full text of the UN's 
findings. According to The New Yark Times, the review found Israel's naval blockade of Gaza to be legal and 
appropriate but deemed the way its forces boarded the Turkish-based flotilla to be excessive and unreasonable. 

Automatic electronic distribution to: S, D(B), D(N), P, E, C, M, DG, T, R, PA, G, AF, EAP, EUR, NEA, SCA, WHA, 10, 
S/CRS, S/CT, S/HSC, H, DS, CA, PMAT, INR, AVC, llP, ISN, CMS, S/ES, S/ES-0, NSOC, and WHSR. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: Guido, Deborah L 
Sent: Monday, June 27, 2011 4:47 AM 
To: Ricciardone, Francis J; Silliman, Douglas A; AnkaraAMB; Ankara-POL-DL 
Subject: US Statement on Gaza Flotilla, June 24 · 
Attachments: Statement on Mavi Marmara June 24.docx 

Categories: Working 

In case you didn't see .... 

Home;} Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affaiirs >) Bureau of Public Affairs» Bureau of Public Affairs; Press Relations l> Press 

Releases » Press Releases; 2011 }) Press Releases: June 2011 » Gaza ''Anniversary" Flotilla 

Gaza "Anniversary" Flotilla 

Press Statement 

Victoria Nuland 

Department Spokesperson, Office of the Spokesperson 

Washington, DC 

June 24, 2011 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

Last month marked the one~year anniversary of the confrontation between Israeli forces and activists when a flotilla attempted to break 

Js(ael's maritime blockade of Gaza on May 31, 2010. The Unlted States deeply regrets the traglc loss of life and injuries suffered among 

those involved in that Incident aboard the Gaza bound ships. 

We are concerned that a number of groups are organizing a one year "anniversary" flotilla to commemorate the incident by sailing from 

various European ports to Gaza ln the near future. Groups that seek to break Israel's maritime blockade of Gaza are taking 

irresponsible and pro\locatlve actions that risk the safety of their passengers. Established and efficient mechanisms exist to transfer 

humanitarian assistance to Gaza. For example, humanitarian assistance can be delivered at the Israeli port of Ashdod, where cargo 

can be offloaded, inspected, and transported to Gaza. We urge all those seeking to provide such assistance to the people of Gaza to 

use these mechanisms, and not to participate in actions l\ke the planned flotilla. 

Recenl seizures by Israel and Egypt of advanced military systems, weapons, and ammunition bound for terrorist groups in Gaza, as 

werl as periodic rocket and mortar attacks from Gaza against Israeli civillans, highlight the continuing problem of illicit arms smuggling to 

Gaza. These seizures underscore the vital importance to Israel's security of ensuring that all cargo bound for Gaza is appropriatety 

Screened for illegal arms and dual-use materials. 

The United States remains concerned by conditions in Gaza, but notes that the humanitarian situation has significantly improved over 

the last year, including a marked increase in the range and scope of goods and materials moving into Gaza, an increase in international 
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project activity, and the gradual expansion of exports. The United States will continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, 

donors, and the international community to do more and ensure that the needs of the people of Gaza are being met. 

We also continue to call on Hamas to play a constructive role by renouncing violence, recognizing Israel's right to exist, and accepting 

past agreements. We underscore that delivering or attempting or conspiring to deliver material support or other resources to or for the 

benefit of a designated foreign terrorist organization, such as Hamas, could violate U.S. civil and criminal statutes and could lead to 

fines and incarceration. 

Deborah l. Guido 
Spokesperson 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 

Office: 90-312-457-7312 
Cell: 90 0532341-2862 
Email: g1-1lciodl@state.gov 
U.S. Embassy Web.~age 
Visit us on.~acebook 
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Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: 
Sent:. 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

l@:::l:ASED IN F.@J 

de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Monday, May 31, 2010 3:17 PM 
Wolff, Alex D (USUNJ; 'ellzabeth_d._sheiwaod~randall@nsc.eop.gov'; 'bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'; 
'Dennis_B._Ro:;s@n$c.eop.gov'; Gordon, Philip H; Kaidanow, Tina S; McEldowney, Nancy E; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; Sctilicher, Ronald L; Marsh, Denise M; Riley, Rob.ert J; Sally, Jess L; 
Waser, Tamlr G; Cunningham, James B; Leary, Thomas M; Operations Center; Rice, Susan 
E (USUN); Levin, Jan; Waser, Tamir G; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Taylor, 
Victoria J; Schrimk, Al.exander D; Gordon. Philip H; McE\downey, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Tina S; 
Baily, Jess L; Riiey, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; 'bbrlnk@nsc.eop.gov'; 'elizabeth_d, 
_sheiwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov'; Cunningham, James B; SES.O; Watch Information; 
Delaurentis, Jeffrey A(USUN); Schedlbauer. Amy W; Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Mcleod, 
Mary (USUN); Leedy, Jean B; Hof, Frederic C; Greene, Ellsa; Rosenstock, Matthew S; 
Goodman, Uan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Parra, Yolanda A; DilWorth, Alison E; Osman, Amany A:. 
Netos, Eleftherios E; Schlereth, Frank G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; 
Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nill l; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, 
Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, David 
J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Fred<!!ricll, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; 
Reed, Julia G; Davison, Kees C; Holmstrom, Todd C; Slndle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bemier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, 
Marc J; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker. Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; 
Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Douglas A; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Leary, Thomas M; 
Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (lstanbul); Ankara-POL-OL; Ogle, Karen L; 
Keen, Daniel G; Tomllnoron, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvofd, Lisa C 
(lstanbul); Cetin, Metln (l$1anbul); Appleton, Richard H; Ogle, Karen L; Combs, James D·, 
Gilmore, Bradley T 
Turkey: SitRep 2 on IHH Flotilla, 2:30 pm Turkey Time 
Turkey: SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid Foundation Flotilla, 12:00 pm Turkey Time 

Categories: Working 
AttachrnenlsClasslflcatlon: 

UNCLASSIFIED [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
Classiflcatfon: UNCLASSIFIED 
SensltivityCode: Sensittve 

l. fSBU) In response to the intervention b\f the Israeli Military on the Humanitarian Aid Foundation flHH) 
flotilla. the MFA announced it will recall its ambassador fo Israel, Oguz.Celikkol, ond will cancel three 
military exercises it had planned with Israel. It will also recall the Turkish Youth Notional Soccer Team 
before it plays its scheduled match. The press reported that PM Erdogan cut his trip to Latin America 
short and will return to Turkey today, while FM Ahrnet Davutoglu is on his way to New York to request 
that the UN Security Council meet in an emergency session to discuss the intervention today. 
Ambassador Jeffrey has been summoned to the MFA today. with other Securify Council 
Ambassadors, to hear lhe GOT position on the emergency session. Acting Prime Minister Bulent Anne 
said that the intervention will be a "black stain In human history," and urged Israel to lift the blockade 
against Gaza so that humanitarian aid may reach Goza. Arinc equated the intervention in 
international watei> with an act of piracy, although he ruled out sending Turkish naval forces to the 
region for the time being. President Gui condemned the attack, saying that Israel "deeply wou.nded" 
the international public's conscience. He urged Israeli officials to bring an end to the developments, 
and urged Turks to act with restraint. Turkish Grand National Assembly Speaker Mehmet Ali Sahin said 
that the partiament may issue a condemnation declaration. 

2. (SSU) Protests against the intervention continued. In Istanbul, a. crowd of protesters that had been 
.dispersed from the Israeli Consulate moved towards Taksim Square, in the cify center. The media 
reported that the crowd was steadily building in .size, to between 5.00Q- mooo peopfe. According to 
press reports, many of the protesters ore carrying Turkish and Palestinian flags, ore chanting slogans 
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denouncing Israel, and are reciting prayers in Arabic. The media reports that 9 of the apparent 16 
dead were Turkish, and that all of them were killed on one Turkish ship. has inflamed passions here: 
Press pictures of the intervention have shown Israeli soldiers pointing rifles next to Turkish flags. 

3. {SBU) rn Adana, a number.of people gathered in front oflhe U.S. Consulate for a peaceful protest. 
The Consulate local guard force estimated therewere 500-700 people while the Turkish Notional 
Police (TNP) estimated there were close to 4,000. The group laid a black wreath in front of the 
consulate, said the U.S. ·ts an invading country, and dispersed. The TNP cooperated very well with 
security staff, and sent nearly all of their branch chiefs as well as the Security Director. 

4. {SBU) Turkish press reported that because of the intervention Greece canceled an air force 
exercise with lsraei and canceled the visit of the Greek Air Force Commander, planned for June l. 
According to the press, the Greek MFA said they hove not received any information about the 
welfare of the 34 Greeks that had joined the flotilla, and protests outside the Israeli Embassy in Athens 
were planned for May 31 and Jun.e 1. 

5, {SBU) Note: SitRep l incorrectly indicated that the RSO in Istanbul and Ankara sent out a warden 
message. RSO Adona sent a warden message regarding the protest di the U.S. Consulate, but the 
SMS messages in Istanbul and Ankara were sent only fo the embassy intro-community regarding 
traffic alerts due to protests. · 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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' 
Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

de Otalvaro, Laura H !RELEASED IN FULL) 
Monday, May 31, 2010 3:23 PM 
Gilmore, Bradley T 
RE: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2-· 15 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 
Turkey: SltRep 2 on IHH Flotilla, 2:30 pm Turkey Time; Turkey: SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid 
Foundation Flotilla, 12:00 pm Turkey Time 

Categories: Working 
AttachmentsClassification: 
. UNCLASSIFIED 

Classifloatlon: UNCLASSIFIED 
SensilivityCode: Sensitive 

Sure thing - here are !he last 2 SitReps I've sent as well. 

I just forwarded you an email from Win Dayton in Istanbul; please let me know if there's anything I 
should report to Washington (it's a growing audience) about additional TNP support that we have 
requested. You can also send along any of her securify-related stuff you'd like to report . .© 

Happy Memorial Day, 

Laura 

!REVlalf AUTHORITY: Sharon ~-~mad; Senior Revie~ 

sau 
Tnls email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Gilmore, Bradley T 
sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 2:57 PM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
subjert: RE: RE: Flqtllla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported kUled, upto SO injured 

HI Laura, 
Thanks for forwarding this update. 
Brad 

SBU 
This emafl is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 2:27 PM 
To: 'Salvatore Amodeo' 
Cc: GRmore, Bradley T 
Subject; RE: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israell Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 

Thanks, FYI Brad Gilmore is Acting RSO in Ankara. 
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SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Salvatore Amodeo [mailto:sal_amodeo@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 10;34 AM 
To: de otalvaro, Laura H 
Subject: Fw: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 

--- On Mon, 5/31110, D11yton, Win (Istanbul) <DaytonJW@$tate.gov> wrote: 

From: Dayton, Win {Istanbul) <DaytonJW@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 r<:rp0rted killed, upto 50 injured 
To: "Salvatore Amodeo" <sal_arnodeo@yahoo.com> 
Cc: "McCarthy, David T (Istanbul)" <McCarthyOl@state.gov>, "Roundy, Brian A" <RoundyBA@state.gov> 
Date: Monday, May 31, 2010, 2:21 AM 

Good report, Sal. Please also include CG an~ Dave McCarthy and Brtan Roundy from RSO given their 
Involvement now. 

From: Salvatore Amodeo fmailto:sal_amodeo@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 8:34 AM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A(ls!anbul); Goldberger, Thom<>s H; Holmstrom, Todd.C; slndle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicl:, Vik!bria; Bernier-Toth. Michelle; Men\fel, Teresa S;. Sievers, Marc J; Levln, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; .Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra s; Schlereth, Frank 
G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, J0hn E; Waters, John R;Rogan; Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, 
Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K;Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Flnver, FrankJ; Greene, 
David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi~ Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, 
Kees C; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, J"'remiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany 
A; Netos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victorta J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton. Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Bally, Jess L; 
Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Silliman, Douglas A; Rosenstock, 
Matthew S; Goodman. !Ian A; Reisser, Wesley J; Cetin, Metin (Istanbul) 
Subject: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 Injured 

The IHH Head quarters In Istanbul informed post at 8:00 am that at least 3 people were killed and 50 were injured 
durlng an Israeli military attack on the Free Gaza Flotilla. 

The IHH said that It not longer had cqntact with with its ships (note media reports Israeli forces jammed the ftotilla's 
communication at 3:30 am today) 
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Thus, they did not know how serious the injuries were. These numbers reflect information they had received from their 
passenger ship. They do not know about the condition of the people on !he cargo ships, 

Tur11ish NTV quotes Israeli media stating up to 16 people were killed. 

BBC TV News featured the attack as ltflrst news item at a:oo am. Its showed fpotage of Israeli navy officers in the ship, 
p~ssengers on the floor and bloodied cots. Al Jazeera showed same Footage and with a commentator stating .that Israeli 
officers were shooting at !he passengers. · 

BBC also showed live a gathering outside of the Israeli Consulate in Istanbul. The crowd was calm but BBC 
noted that earlier the protests were heated. It then said that the Turkish poli~e has contained the protest. 

RSO sent an SMS to consulate community advising avoiding the area around the Israeli consulate. 

BBC says Israeli Amb. to Turkey bas been summoned by the MF A. 

··- On Sun, 5130110, Salvatore Amodeo <sill, amodeo@yllhoo.com> wrote: 

From: Salvatore· Amodeo <sal_arnodeo@Yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: 5/30 Free Gaza Update - Flotilla headed towards Gaza 
To: "Salvatore A (Istanbul)Amodeo" <AmodeoSA@state.gov>, "Thomas HGoldberger" 
;<GoldbergertH@state.gov>, "Todd CHolmstrom" <HolmstromTC@state.gov>, "James MSindle" 
<SindleJM@state.gov>, "Rebecca LStruwe" <StruweRL@state.gov>, "Kim BRichter" 
<RichterKB@state.gov>, "ViktoriaLopatkiewic.z" <LopatkiewiczV@state.gov>, "MichelleBemier-Totb" 
<Bemier-TothM2@state.gov>, "Teresa SMende\" <MendelTS@state.gov>, "Marc JSievers" 
<SieversMJ@state.gov>, "JanLevin" <LevinJ@Btate.gov>, "David RBurnett" <bumettdr@state.gov>, "Desiree 
ABaron" <BaronDA@state.gov>, "Julie DAdams" <AdamsJD2@state.gov>, "Andrew CParker" 
<ParkerAC@state.gov>, "ElisaGreene" <GreeneE@state.gov>, "Sandra SZeroubavely" 
<zeroubavelyss@state,gov>, "Frank GSchlereth" <SchlerethFQ@state.gov>, "Richard JBurgess" 
<BurgessRJ@statc.gov>, "John EChere" <ChereJS@state.gov>, "John RWaters" <WatersJR@state;gov>, 
"Thomas GRogan" <RoganTG@state.gov>, "Debra JTowry" <TowryDJ@state.gov>, "Vera VHanania" 
<HananiaVV@state.gov>, "Nili !Weinfeld" <WeinfeldNJ@state.gov>, "Glenn KLewis" 
<LewisGK@state;gov>, "SarabBeran" <BeranS@state;gov>, "Sara DGreengrass" <GreengrassSD@state.gov>, 
"DeanKaplan" <KaplanDM@state.gov>, ''Carolee l3Walker" <Wa!kelCB@state.gov>, "Frank JFinver" 
<FinverFJ@state.gov>, "David JOreene" <GreeneDJ@state.gov>, "Nicholas JManring" 
<ManringNJ@state.gov>, "Paul HTyson" <TysonPH@state.gov>, "Robert WMaggi" <MaggiRW@state.gov>, 
"Jeffrey DFrederick" <FrederickJD@state.gov>, "Eric GFal!s" <FallsEG@state.gov>, "Julia GReed" 
<ReedJG@state.gov>, "Kees CDavison" <Davison.KC@state.gov>, "Karen LOgle" <OgleKL@state.gov>, 
"Daniel GKeen" <KeenDG@state.gov>, "Jeremiah 1erryHoward" <HowardJ@state.gov>, "Yolanda A" 
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<Parra Y A@state.gov>, "Alison E" <DilworthAE@state.gov>, "Amany A" <OsmanAA@state.11ov>, 
"Eleftherios E" <N.etosEE@state.gov>, "Victoria J" <raylorVJ@state.gov>, "Robert J" <RilcyRJ@state.gov>, 
"Win (Istanbul)" <DaytonJW@state.gov>, "Denise M" <::MarshDM@state.gov>, "Jess L" 
<BailyJL@state;gov>, "Christina (Istanbul)" <romlinsonC@state.gov>, "Sus!UlK(Istanbul)" 
<AbeytaSK@state.gov>, "Lisa C (Istanbul)" <GisvoldLC@state.gov>, "Douglas A'' <SillimanDA@state.gov>, 
"Matthew S" <RosenstockMS@state.gov>, "!Ian A" <Goodman!A@state.gov>, "Wesley J" 
<ReisserW J@state.gov>, "Metin (Ist!Ulbul)" <CetlnMX@state.gov> 
Date: Sunaay, May 30, 2010, 12:28 PM 

On 5130 IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede informed post that: 

• He confirmed that the flotilla has departed the rendezvous point near Cyprus for Gaza. 
• He expected the flotilla would approach Gaza tomorrow morning. · 

--- On Sat, 5129/10, Salvatore Amodeo <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> wrote: 

From: Salvatore Amodeo <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> 
Subject: 5/29 Free.Gaza Update - IHH ships waiting atnearCyprus for Cypriot ship 
To: "Salvatore A (lstanbul)Amodeo" <AmodeoSA@state.gov>, "Thomas H<Joldberger" 
<GoldbergerTH@state.gov>, "Todd CHolmstrom" <HolmstromTC@state.gov>, "James MSindle" 
<SindleJM@state.gov>, "Rebecca LStruwe" <StruweRL@state.gov>, "Kim BRichter" 
<RichterKB@state.gov>, "ViktociaLopatkiewicz" <LopatkiewiczV@state.gov>, "MichelleBemler-Toth" 
<Bemler·TothM2@state.gov>, "Teresa SMendel" <MendelTS@state.gov>, "Marc JSievers" 
<SieversMJ@state.gov>, "JanLevin" <LevinJ@state.gov>, "David RBumett" <bumettdr@state.gov>, "Desiree 
ABaron" <BaronDA@state.gov>, "Julie DAdams" <AdamsJD2@state.gov>, "Andrew CParker" 
<ParkerAC@state.gov>, "ElisaGreene" <GreeneE@state.gov>, "Sandra SZeroubavely" 
<zeroubavelyss@state.gov>, "Frank GSchlereth" <SchlerethFG@state.gov>, "Richard JBurgess" 
<BurgessRJ@state.gov>, "John EChere" <ChereJS@state.gov>, "John RWaters" <WatersJR@state.gov>, 
"Thomas GRogan" <RoganTG@stme.gov>, "Debra JTowry" <TowryDJ@state.gov>, "Vera VHanania" 
<HananiaVV@state.gov>, "Nili !Weinfeld" <WeinfeldNI@state.gov>, "Glenn KLewis" 
<LewisGK@state.gov>, "SarahBeran" <BeranS@state.gov>, "Sara DGreengrass" <GreengrassSD@state.gov>, 
"DeanKaplan" <KaplanDM@slate.gov>, "Carolee l3Walkcr" <WaJkcrCB@state.gov>, "Ftank JFinver" 
<FinverFJ@state.gov>, "David JGreene'' <Gree!JeDJ@state.gov>, "Nicholas JManring" . 
<ManringNJ@state.gov>, "Paul HTyson" <ryson~H@state.gov>, "Robert WMaggi",<MaggiRW@state.gov>, 
"Jeffrey DFrederick" <FrederickJD@state.gov>, "Eric GFalls" <FallsEG@state.gov>, "Julia GRced" 
·<ReedJG@state.gov>, "Kees CDavison" <Daviso1l.KC@state.gov>, "KarenL()gle" <OgleKL@state.gov>, 
"Daniel GKeen" <KcenDG@state.gov>, "Jeremiah JerryHoward" <HowardJ@state.gov>, "Yolanda A" 
<ParraYA@state.gov>, "Alison E" <DilworthAE@state.gov>, "Amany A" <OsmanAA@state.gov>, 
"Elefthcrios E" <NetosEE@state.gov>, "Victoria J" <raylorVJ@state.gov>, "Robert J" <RileyRJ@state.gov>, 
"Win (Istanbul)" <D11ytonJW@state.gov>, "Denise M" <MarshDM@state:gov>, "Jess.L" 
<BailyJL@state.gov>, "Christina (Istanbul)" <romlinsonC@state,gov>, "Susan K (Istanbul)" 
<AoeytaSK@state.gov>, "LisaC (Istanbul)" <GisvoldLC@state.gov>, "Douglas A" <SillimanDA@state.gov>, 
"Matthew S" <RosenstockMS@state.gov>, "llan A" <G9odmanIA@state.gov>, "Wesley J" 
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<ReisserWJ@state.gov>, "Metin (Istanbul)" <CetinMX@state.gov> 
Date: Saturday, May 29, 20!0, 7:01 AM 

This is an updated version of the 5/29 uj,date: 

On 5129 IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede informed post that: 

• the 11-11-1 ships are still waiting near Cyprus for others ships to join the flotilla. 

• The IHH said the Greek Cypriot authorities did n</t allow the Greek Cypriot (GC) ship to leave for Gaza so the 
passengers, inclutling some members of GC partlament, have to join the group through another route. Thus, the 
flotilla is still waiting for the Greek Cypriot passengers and shlp to arrive. 

· • Mr Det!e also confirmed that the ship from Greece, Challenge 2, could not continue because of technical 
problems and the passengers were transferred to IHI-l's ship "Mavl Marmara." The ship now has a.total of 778 
passengers on board now. lHH expects the flotilla, to approach Ga:za "'round 25 hours after they depart. It is 
unclear when !hey expect to depart since it depends on when Greek Cypliot ship arrives. 

• MFA infqnned Embassy Ankara that that 361 Turkish citizens are participating in the flotilla either as 
crew or passengers. 

-··On Fri, 5128110, Amodeo, Salvatorii A (Istanbul) <Amo//eoSA@rtate.gov> wrote: 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) <AmodeoSA@state.gov> 
Subject: Free Gaza Update - IHH ships heading ioward rendezvous point off of Cyprus 
To: "Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul)" <AmodeoSA@state.gov>, "Goldberger, Thomas H" 
<GoldbergerTH@state.gov>, "Holmstrom, Todd C" <HolmstromTC@state.gov>, "Sindle, James M" , 
<SindleJM@state.gov>, "Struwe, Rebecca L" <StruweRL@State.gov>, "Richter, Kim B" 
<RichterKB@state.gov>, "Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria" <LopatkiewiczV@state.gov>, "Bernier-Toth, 
Michelle" <Bcmier-TothM2@state.gov>,. "Mendel, Teresa S" <McndelTS@state.gov>, "Sievers, Marc 
J" <SieversMJ@state.gov>, "Levin, Jan" <LevinJ@state.gov>, "Burnett, David R" 
<bumettdr@state.gov>, "Baron, Desiree A" <BaronDA@state.gov>, "Adams, JulieD" 
<AdamsJD2@state.gov>, "Parker, Ani;kew C" <ParkerAC@state.gov>, "Greene, :Elisa" 
<GreeneE@state.gov>, "Zeroubavely, Sandra S" <zeroubavelyss@state.gov>, "Schlereth, Frank G" 
<SchlerethFG@state.gov>, "Burgess, Richard.J" <ButgessRJ@state:gov>, "Chere, John E" 
<ChereJS@state.gov>, "Waters, John R" <WatersJR@staie.gov>, "Rogan, Thomas G" 
<RoganTG@state.gov>, "Towry, Debra J" <TowryOJ@state.gov>, "Hll'nania, Vera V" 
<Hanania VV@state.gov>, "Weinfeld, Nili !" <WeinfuldNl@state.gov>, "Lewis, Glenn K" 
<LewisGK@state.gov>, "Beran, Sarah'' <BeranS@state;gov>, "Gteen'gfass, Sara D" 
<GreengrassSD@state.gov>, "Kaplan, Dean" <KaplanDM@state.gov>, "Walker, Carolee B" 
<WalkerCB@state.gov>, "Finver, Frank J" <FinverFJ@state.gov>, "Greene, David J" 

s 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751261 Date: 09/05/2012 



StateDept02339

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751261 Date: 09/05/2012 

<GreeneDJ@state.gov>, "Manring, Nicholas J" <ManringNJ@state.gov>, "Tyson, Paul H" 
<TysonPH@state.gov>, "Maggi, Robert W" <MaggiR W@state.gov>, "Frederick, Jeffrey D" 
<FrederickJD@state.gov>, "Falls, Eric G" <FallsEG@state.gov>, "Reed, Julia G" 
<ReedJG@state.gov>, "Davison, Kees C" <DavisonKC@state.gov>, "Ogle, Karen L" 
<OgleKL@state.gov>, "Keen, Daniel G" <KeenDG@state.gov>, "Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"" 
<HowardJ@state.gov>, "Parra, Yolanda A" <ParraYA@state.gov>, "Dilworth, Alison E" 
<DilworthAE@statc.gov>, "Osman, Amany A" <OsrnanAA@state.gov>, "Netos, Eleftherios.E" 
<NetosEE@state.gov>, "Taylor, VictoriaJ" <TaylorVJ@state.gov>, "Riley, Robert!" 
<RileyRJ@state.gov>, "Dayton, Win.{!stanbul)" <DaytonJW@state.gov>, "Marsh, Denise M" 
<MarshDM@state.gov>, "Baily, Jess L" <BailyJL@state.gov>, "Tomlinson, Christina (Jst<lnbul)" 
<TomlinsonC@state.gov>, "Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul)"" <AbeytaSK@state.g<;>v>, "Gisvold, Lisa C 
(lstanbul)"<GisvoJdI,C@state.gov>, "Parker, Andrew C" <ParkerAC@state.gov>, "Silliman, Douglas 
A" <SillirnanDA@state.gov>, "Rosenstock, Matthew S" <RosenstockMS@state.gov>, "Goodman, 11an 
A" <GoodrnanlA@state.gov>, "Reisser, Wesley J" <ReisserWJ@state;gov>, sal_aJnodeo@yahoo.com, 
"Cetin, Metin (Istanbul)" <CetinMX@state.gov>, "Cross, Lisa T (Istanbul)" <CrossLT@state.gov>, 
"Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul)" <AbeytaSK@state,gov> 
Date: Friday, May 28, 20 IO, 4:32 AM 

IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede informed post at 10:45 am that 

• IHH ships are presently enroute towards the rendezvous point neat Cyprus and expectto meet the other ships of the 
flotilla "in a few hours." 

• They hope to arrive !n Gaza tomorrow. "If something happens, it will happen tomorrow," he said. 

As reported earlier, IHH informed post yesterday that only one Amcit, Ms Fatima Mohammedi, is aboard their passenger 
ship. ' 

I plan to send an e-mail on the status of the flotilla over the week-end. 

Sal 

Salvatore A. Amodeo 

Deputy Political & Economic Section Chiefi'Senior Political Officer 

U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 
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(90) 212-335-938.9 

SBU 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Amodeo, Salvatoi:e A (Istanbul) 
·Sent: Thui:sday, May 27, 2010 4:22 PM 

• 

To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sll1dle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Tolli, MiOMUe; Mendel, Terelia S; Sievel'$, Marc J; Levin, Jan;.Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, AndrewC; Greene, Elisa; Zero.ubavely, Sandra S; S.chlereth, Frank 
G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, \(era V; Weinfeld, 
Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah: Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Flnver, Frank J; Greene. 
David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; F'allS, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, 
Kees C; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworlti, Alison E; Osman, Amany 
A; Netos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); M<1rsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; 
Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Silllman, 
Douglas A; Rosenstock, Matthew s:. Goodman, llan A; Reisser, Wesley J; 'sal_amodeo@yahoo.com'; Cetin, Metin 
(Istanbul) 
Subject: Free Gaza Update. IHH say only 1 Amcit with them 

At 4;00 pm today IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede ihformed post that Ms. Fatima Mohammed! {please note this correct 
spelling) is tile only American Citizen on any of its three ships to participate in !he Free Gaza flotilla. They are expecting 
lheir passenger ship ltie Mavi Marmara to depart this evening, as previously announced. 

Regards, 

Sal 

Salvatore A. Amodeo 
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Deputy Political & Economic Section Chie£1Senior Political Officer 

U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

(90) 212-335-9389 

SBU 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:58 AM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Rk:hter, Kim B; Lopatkiewlcz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie O; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, San.dra S; Schlereth, Frank 
G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G;Towry, Debra J; Hananla .• Vera V; Weinfeld, 
Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, sa,.,. D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, 
David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Fre(ferick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, 
Kees C; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry•; .Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany 
A; Netos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Bally, Jess L; 
Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (ls!anbul); Glsvold, l..isa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Siiiiman, 
Douglas A; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Goodman, flan A; Reisser, Wesley J; 'sal_amodeo@yahoo.eom'; Cetin, Metln 
(Istanbul) 
Subject: Free Gaza Update - IHH expects ship to leave Antalya at 5:00 pm today, still only 1 Amcit 

On the morning of 5/27, IHH informed post that: 

• They expect their passenger ship, the Ma vi Marmara,' to depart Antal ya around 5 :00 pm today. 

• Only one American Citizen, Fatima Mohammed, has arrived in Antalya to board the Mavl Marmara. 

• Two other American Citizens may join but it is uncertain if they will reach Antalya before the ship departs. 

• They expect to approach Gaza Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

• IHH will have three ships in the flotilla. The Mavi Marmara, as well as two cargo ships, named the Gazze 
and the Defue, which only have IHH officials on board and no foreigil(lts. 
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Sal 

Salvatore A. Amodeo 

Deputy Political & Economic Section Chief/Senior Political Officer 

U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

(90) 212-335'9389 

SBU 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 
Classlftcalion: 
SensltlvityCode: 

~ASED IN FULLJ 

de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Monday, May 31. 2010 4:38 PM 
Wolff, Alex D (USUN); 'elizabelh_d._sherwood·randall@nsc.eop.gov'; 'bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'; 
'Dennis_B._Ross@nsc.eop.gov'; Gordon, Philip H; K11idli!now, Tina S; McEldowney, Nancy E; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Marsh, Denise M; Riley, Robert J; Baily, Jess L; 
Waser, Tamir G; Cunningham, James B; Leary, Thomas M; Op13rations Center, Rice, Susan 
E (USUN); Levin, Jan; Waser, Tamir G; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Taylor, 
Victoria J; Schrank, Alexander D; Gordon, Philip H; McEldowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, Tina S; 
Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; 'bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'; 'elizabeth_d. 
_sherwood·randall@nsc.eop.gov'; Cunningham, James B: SES-0; Watch Information; 
Delaurentis, Jeffrey A (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W; ·Germain, Ellen J (USUN); McLeod, 
Mary (USUN); Leedy, Jean B; Hof, Frederic C; Greene, Elisa; Rosenstock, Matthew S; 
Goodman, llan A; Reisser, W11sley J; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany A; 
Netos, Eleftherios E; Schlereth, Frank G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; 
Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nill I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, 
Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, .Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, David 
J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; 
Reed, Julia G; Davison, Kees C; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatklewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, 
Marc J; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; 

· Zeroubavel~'. Sandra S; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Jeffrey" James F; Silliman, Douglas A; Wiener, Sharon A{lstanbul); Leary, Thomas M; · 
Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Ankara-POL·DL; Ogle, Karen L; 
Keen, .Daniel G; Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, I.Isa C 
(Istanbul); Cetin, Melin (Istanbul); Appleton, Richard H; Ogle, Karen L; Combs, James D; 
Gilmore, Bradley T · 
Turkey: SitRep 3 on IHH Flotilla, 4:3Cl pm Turkey Time 

Working 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive (REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

l. (SBU) At 1500 Ambassador Jeffrey and other ambassadors from UN Security Council member states 
were briefed by the MFA regarding the intervention by the Israeli Military on the Humanitarian Aid 
Foundation (IHH) flotilla. Following this, the 'MFA briefed other groups of ambassadors from {l) the 
Organizatlon of the Islamic Council member states, (2) EU member states, and {3) all other states. All 
member states received the same briefing. 

2. (SBU) The MFA confirmed that FM Davutoglu is going to New York with the purpose of addressing 
the UN Security Council today. The Ministry put particular emphasis on calling the intervention a 
"gross violation of international law," handing out maps to emphasize the location of the intervention. 
They placed the intervention at 64 nautical miles from the northeast corner of Israel's blockade area 
of Goza, which covers 20 square nautical miles from the coaslline, The Ministry stressed that it 
reserves its rights under international law, that this ''grave" action should not.go without a response. 
and that a response to the intervention is the responsibility of the entire international community. 

3. {SBU) The Ministry also stressed that Israel bears the responsibility for the intervention, which involved 
an attack on innocent civilians - including women, children and the elderly -- who were on a 
humanitarian mission. While Turkey has withdrawn its Ambassador to Israel for consultations, its first 
priority is to determine the whereabouts and identity of the passengers who were killed or wounded 
in action, ond it would like all of the passengers returned to Turkey as soon as possible. (Note: 
Withdrawing the ambassador for consultations is less dramatic than recalling him. and does not 
necessarily require a response from the GO!. End note.) 
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4. (SBU) The Ministry eslimated that the Turkish registered ship that was boarded, the Mavi Marmoris, 
carried 560 passengers not counting the crew. The majority of those passengers (353) were Turks. 
though there were also citizens from 43 other nations Including Algerid (33 passengers), Jordan [3 l ). 
the U.K. (28). between l G-20 passengers from Malaysia, Indonesia, and Kuwait. respectively, and 3 
U.S. citizens. 

SBU . 
This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: Leary, Thomas M 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 2:06 PM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H; Gilmore, Bradley T 
Subject: Re: Turkey: SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid Foundation Flotilla, 12:00 pm Turkey Time 

Laura: Brad Gilmore is acting RSO in Ankara. He's monttoring demonstrations he!e· 

'Tom 

From: de Otatvaro, Laura H . 
To: Appleton, Richard Hi Ogle, Karen L; Combs, James D; Roundy, Brian A 
Cc;: Leary, Thoma> M · 

RELEASED JN] .. 
FULL j 

Sent: Mon May 31 06:54:32 2010 
Sl!bject: FW: Turkey: SitRi!p l on Humanitarian Aid Foundation FloWla, 12:00 pm Turkey llme 

\<42 

Please see the first SitRep on the IHH situation, bel.ow. Apologies for not includif')g you on the first. 
transmission. It you see others who should be included on the to; line forthe next one, please let me 
know asap. Thanks. 

SBU 
This email is' UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Leary, Thomas M 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1:40 PM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Cc: Appleton, Richard H 
Subject: Re: Turkey: SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid Foundation Flotilla, 12:00 pm. Turkey llme 

Laura, 

Can you add CONS and RSO to this distribution. 

Tom !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revleweij' 

From: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
To: Waser, Tamlr G; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Taylor, Victoria J; Schrank, Alexander D; Gordon, Philip H; 
McEldowney, Nancy E; Kaidanow, lln.'l S; Bally, Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; 'bbrink@nsc,eop.gov' 
<'bbrink@nsc.eop.gov'>; 'elizabeth_d._sherwood-randaJl@nscoeop.gov' <'elizabeth_d._sherwood·randall@nsc.eop.gov'>; 
Cunningham, James B; SES·O; Watch Inforro;itlon; Ahn, Michael; ArV.ey, Jason.M; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Ersoy, Jale; 
Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Hunter, Rodney M; Keen, Berna; Miles, Barbara J; O'Grady, Daniel J; Price, Adam P; Reynolds, 
Carol T (Ankara); Tayla, Suheyla 
Ce: Jeffrey, James F; Si!l!man, Douglas A; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Leary, Thomas M; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; 
D'Grady, Daniel J; Miles, Barbara J; Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holm>trom, Todd C; Sindle, 
James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiew!cz, Vlktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, 
Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, 
Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; 
Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nili I; Lewis, Glenn Ki Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, caroJee B; 
Flnver, Frank J; Greene,. David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyso~ Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; falls, Eric G; . ' 
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Reed, JuJla G; Davison, Kees c; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; DilWorth, 
Alison E; Osman, Amany A; Netos, Eleftherlos E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise 
M; 6aily, Jess L; Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Glsvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Silliman, Douglas 
A; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Goodman, !Ian A; Reisser, Wesley J; Cetln, Metin (Istanbul) 
Sent: Mon May 31 05:54:35 2010 · 
Subject: Turkey: SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid Foundation Flotilla, 12:00 pmnirkey lime 

J. (SBU) According to Turkish press sources, at opproximotely4:30 o.m. on Mqy 31, the Israeli military 
allegedly landed soldiers on the deck of the Turkish flog ship "lllue Marmara". while it was in 
international waters, between 69 and 70 miles from Israel's shore. The ship was port of the Turkish 
NGO Humanitarian Aid Foundation {IHH) flot\lla attempting to reach Garo and allegedly deliver 
humanitarian supplies. The latest press reports indicate that shots were fired on the ship and 
somewhere between 10 and 16 people were killed. Israel Prime Ministry Spokesman Gendelman said 
that there were firearms, knives and batons on the ship, and that fire was opened against the Israeli 
soldiers. Gendelman reported that between eight and ten soldiers were wounded, some In serious 
condition. 

2. (SBU) So for the press hos n~t identified any Americans among the' Victims. According to Al 
Jazeera TV, 9 ofthe dead are Turkish citizens. According to the Associated Press, IHH Official Omer 
Foruk Korkmoz reported that Israeli soldiers are tal<ing the ship to Haifa. JHH Headquarters in Istanbul 
also reported that they hove lost radio contact with the flotilla. The Turkish press reported that the 
Israeli military jammed the flotilla's radio communication starting at 3:30 o.m. Israeli television stations 
hove reported that the wounded - civilians and soldiers - were transferred to hospitals in Ashkelon. 
Turkish television stations reported that preparations ore underway detain some civillons in prisons. 

3. (SBU) Following the intervention. the Prime Ministry established a crisis task torce to follow events 
ofter 7:00 a.m. Deputy PM Bulan! Arlnc, Interior Minister Besir Alaloy, Prime Ministry Undersecretary 
Etgon Alo, and Turkish General Stoff Operations Commander General Mehmet Eroz ore following the 
issue. The Turkish MFA released a strong statement that condemned the attack and protested the 
use of force by the Israeli Defense forces against the civilians on the flotilla, who were from many 
countries and wanted to transport humanitarian assistance to the people in Goza. II pointed out 
that there were women and children among the passengers, and that they hod receive.d repor1s so 
far lhotthe Intervention had caused 2 deolh$ and more than 30people to be injured. II said Israel 
has."ance again dearly demonstrated that it does not value human lilies and peaceful initiatives 
through targeting innocent civilians." Colling the intervention an '1nhumon act," it said the Incident, 
which took place on the high seas in a gross violation of international low, "might cause irreversible 
consequences in our relations." It said that the Embassy in Tel Aviv would conduct initiatives to 
protest the event. and that the incident is being "strongly protested" in AnKora. while on explanation 
from the Israeli Ambassador in Ankara hos been demanded at the Ministry. It said the actions 
against civilians conducting peaceful activities - whatever their motives - were unacceptable and 
that Israel will have to bear the consequences of the actions, which constitute a violation of 
international low. In closing the statement said "Moy God bestow His rnercy upon those who lost their 
lives. We wish to express our condolences to the bereaved families of the deceased, and swift 
recovery to the wounded." 

4. (SBU) MFA Undersecretory Feridun Sinirlioglu told the Ambassador that he personally could not 
understand how the Intervention could hove happened. He anQ others were working with the 
Israelis, he admitted, and they thought that they hod a solution to keep everything under control. He 
stressed as well that there wlll be consequences to the intervention. He emphasized that Turks ore 
outraged that the Israelis acted when the ships were 69 miles from Gazo. in international waters. He 
intimated that ·a solution' might hove been possible, or at least more understanding, were the ships 
intercepted as he had thought they would b~ closer to Gaza. The Ambassador stressed the need to 
protect both U.S. and Israeli diplomatic establishments from crowds of protesters in Turkey, and urged 
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caution on any action until all of lhe facts were in. Sinirlioglu in turn urged for us to ask Washington to 
say something critical about this operation, Indicating that this would help, although the Ambassador 
did not respond to the request.' · 

5. [SBUJ Israel's Ambassador to Turkey, Gaby Levi, told the Ambassador that while he had been 
summoned to the MFA, his residence had been blockaded by protestors and so he was unable to 
move. He was "under siege" at his embassy. He anticipated "the worst" from the Turks, and that there 
will be diplomatic consequences to the intervention. The Turkish press reported that MFA Deputy U/S 
Unal Cevikoz spoke to Ambassador Levi for 20 minutes, and In addition to condemning the attack, he 
urged Israel to send the passengers and wounded to Turkey immediately. Cevikozalso reminded 
Levi that Turkey preserves all its rights stemming frorn International law. The Turkish press also reported 
that the visit of an Israeli tourist ship to Alanya port today was cancelled. 

6. [SBU) There were protests in several cities Turkey against Israeli and u.s. installations. Media outlets 
reported that a large crowd of protestors gathered outside the Israeli Consulate In Istanbul starting at 
5:00 a.m. The group had been very agitated but at the moment was calm, and had been 
contained by Turkish police, using water cannons and pepper gas. Mission RSOs sent SMS messages 
through its warden network to avoiding protests in the areas around Israeli or U.S. diplomatic 
buildings. In Adana at approximately l :45 a.m. a grovp of 30-40 protestors held a sit-in in front of the 
U.S. Consvlate for half an hour, and another protest is expected. 

7. (SBU) Tvrkish med lei outlets report that Harnos called the operation "brutal", and urgently vrged the 
. UN to interfere, while Palestinian President Abbas termed the attack as "massacre" and declared 
three days of movming. 

8. (SBU} Post will continve to monitor events and report as needed. '. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 
Classification: 
SensitivityCode: 

de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Monday, May 31, 201 O 2:27 PM 
'Salvatore Amodeo' 
Gilmore, Bradley T 
RE: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 

Working 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

Thanks, FYI Brad Gilmore is Acting RSO in Ankara. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Salvatore Amodeo [mailto:sal_amodeo@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 10:34 AM 
To: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Subject: Fw: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 

--- On Mon, 5/31110, Dayton, Win (Istanbul) <DaytonJW@state.gov> wrote: 

From: DaY1on, Win (Istanbul) <DaY1onJW@statc.gov> 
Subject: RE: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 
To: "Salvatore Amodeo" <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> 
Cc: "McCarthy, David T (Istanbul)" <McCarthyDl@statc.gov>, "Roundy, Brian A" <RoundyBA@state.gov> 
Date: Monday, May 31, 2010, 2:21 AM 

Good report, Sal. Please also include CG and Dave McCarthy and Brian Roundy from RSO given their 
involvement now. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

From: Salvatore Amodeo [mailto:sal_amodeo@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 8:34 AM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank 
G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, 
Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, 
David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, 
Kees C; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany 
A; Netos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Baily,.Jess L; 
Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Silliman, Douglas A; Rosenstock, 
Matthew S; Goodman, llan A; Reisser, Wesley J; Cetin, Melin (Istanbul) 
Subject: Flotilla Attacked by Israeli Navy, 2- 16 rerported killed, upto 50 injured 
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T 

The IHH Head quarters in Istanbul informed post at 8:00 am that at least 3 people were killed and 50 were injured 
during an Israeli military attack on the Free Gaza Flotilla. 

The IHH said that it not longer had contact with with its ships (note media reports Israeli forces jammed the flotilla's 
communication at 3:30 am today) 

Thus, they did not know how serious the injuries were. These numbers reflect information they had received from their 
passenger ship. They do not know about the condition of the people on the cargo ships. 

Turkish NTV quotes Israeli media stating up to 16 people were killed. 

BBC TV News featured the attack as it first news item at 8:00 am. Its showed footage of Israeli navy officers in the ship, 
passengers on the floor and bloodied cots. Al Jazeera showed same footage and with a commentator stating that Israeli 
officers were shooting at the passengers. 

BBC also showed live a gathering outside of the Israeli Consulate in Istanbul. The crowd was calm but BBC 
noted that earlier the protests were heated. It then said that the Turkish police has contained the protest. 

RSO sent an SMS to consulate community advising avoiding the area around the Israeli consulate. 

BBC says Israeli Arnb. to Turkey has been summoned by the MF A .. 

--- On Sun, 5/30/10, Salvatore Amodeo <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> wrote: 

From: Salvatore Amodeo <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: 5/30 Free Gaza Update - Flotilla headed towards Gaza 
To: "Salvatore A (Istanbul)Amodeo" <AmodeoSA@state.gov>, "Thomas HGoldberger" 
<GoldbergerTH@state.gov>, "Todd CHolmstrom" <HolmstromTC@state.gov>, "James MSindle" 
<SindlcJM@state.gov>, "Rebecca LStruwe" <StruweRL@state.gov>, "Kim BRichter" 
<RichterKB@state.gov>, "ViktoriaLopatkiewicz" <Lopatkiewicz V@state.gov>, "MichelleBemier-Toth" 
<Bemier-TothM2@state.gov>, "Teresa SMendel" <McndelTS@state.gov>, "Marc JSievers" 
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<SieversMJ@state.gov>, "JanLevin" <LevinJ@state.gov>, "David RBumett" <burnettdr@state.gov>, "Desiree 
ABaron" <BaronDA@state.gov>, "Julie DAdams" <AdamsJD2@state.gov>, "Andrew CParker" 
<ParkerAC@state.gov>, "ElisaGreene" <GreeneE@state.gov>, "Sandra SZeroubavely" 
<zeroubavelyss@state.gov>, "Frank GSchlereth" <SchlerethFG@state.gov>, "Richard JBurgess" 
<BurgessRJ@state.gov>, "John EChere" <ChereJS@state.gov>, "John RWaters" <WatersJR@state.gov>, 
"Thomas GRogan" <RoganTG@state.gov>, "Debra JTowry" <TowryDJ@state.gov>, "Vera VHanania" 
<HananiaVV@state.gov>, "Nili !Weinfeld" <WeinfeldNl@state.gov>, "Glenn KLewis" 
<LewisGK@state.gov>, "SarahBeran" <BeranS@state.gov>, "Sara DGreengrass" <GreengrassSD@state.gov>, 
"DeanKaplan" <KaplanDM@statc.gov>, "Carolee BWalker" <WalkerCB@state.gov>, "Frank Jfinver" 
<FinverFJ@state.gov>, "David JGreene" <GreeneDJ@state.gov>, "Nicholas JManring" 
<ManringNJ@state.gov>, "Paul HTyson" <TysonPH@state.gov>, "Robert WMaggi" <MaggiRW@state.gov>, 
"Jeffrey DFrederick" <FrederickJD@state.gov>, "Eric GFalls" <FallsEG@state.gov>, "Julia GReed" 
<ReedJG@state.gov>, "Kees CDavison" <DavisonKC@statc.gov>, "Karen LOgle" <OgleKL@state.gov>, 
"Daniel GKeen" <KeenDG@state.gov>, "Jeremiah.lerryHoward"<HowardJ@state.gov>, "Yolanda A" 
<Parra Y A@state.gov>, "Alison E" <DilworthAE@state.gov>, "Amany A" <OsmanAA@state.gov>, 
"Eleftherios E" <NetosEE@state.gov>, "Victoria J" <TaylorVJ@state.gov>, "Robert J" <RileyRJ@state.gov>, 
"Win (Istanbul)" <DaytonJW@state.gov>, "Denise M" <MarshDM@state.gov>, "Jess L" 
<BailyJL@state.gov>, "Christina (Istanbul)" <TomlinsonC@state.gov>, "Susan K (Istanbul)" 
<AbeytaSK@state.gov>, "Lisa C (Istanbul)" <GisvoldLC@state.gov>, "Douglas A" <SillimanDA@state.gov>, 
"Matthew S" <RosenstockMS@state.gov>, "Ilan A" <Goodman!A@state.gov>, "Wesley J" 
<ReisserWJ@state.gov>, "Metin (Istanbul)" <CetinMX@state.gov> 
Date: Sunday, May 30, 2010, 12:28 PM 

On 5130 IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede informed post that: 

• He confirmed that the flotilla has departed the rendezvous point near Cyprus for Gaza. 
• He expected the flotilla would approach Gaza tomorrow morning. 

--- On Sat, 5/29/10, Salvatore Amodeo <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> wrote: 

From: Salvatore Amodeo <sal_amodeo@yahoo.com> 
Subject: 5/29 Free Gaza Update - IHH ships waiting at near Cyprus for Cypriot ship 
To: "Salvatore A (lstanbul)Amodeo" <AmodcoSA@state.gov>, "Thomas HGoldberger" 
<GoldbergerTH@state.gov>, "Todd CHolmstrom" <HolmstromTC@state.gov>, "James MSindle" 
<SindleJM@slate.gov>, "Rebecca LStruwe" <StruweRL@state.gov>, "Kim BRichter" 
<RichterKB@state.gov>, "V iktoriaLopatkiewicz" <Lopatkiewicz V@state.gov>, "MichelleBemier-Toth" 
<Bernier-TothM2@state.gov>, "Teresa SMendel" <Mende!TS@state.gov>, "Marc JSievers" 
<SieversMJ@state.gov>, "JanLevin" <LevinJ@state.gov>, "David RBumett" <bumettdr@state.gov>, "Desiree 
ABaron" <BaronDA@state.gov>, "Julie DAdams" <AdamsJD2@state.gov>, "Andrew CParker" 
<ParkerAC@state.gov>, "ElisaGreene" <GreeneE@state.gov>, "Sandra SZeroubavely" 
<zeroubavelyss@state.gov>, "Frank GSchlereth" <SchlerethFG@state.gov>, "Richard JBurgess" 
<BurgessRJ@state.gov>, "John EChere" <ChereJS@state.gov>, "John RWaters" <WatersJR@state.gov>, 
"Thomas GRogan" <RoganTG@state.gov>, "Debra JTowry" <TowryDJ@state.gov>, "Vera VHanania" 
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<HananiaVV@state.gov>, "Nili !Weinfeld" <WeinfeldNI@state.gov>, "Glenn KLewis" 
<LewisGK@statc.gov>, "SarahBeran" <BeranS@state.gov>, "Sara DGreengrass" <GreengrassSD@state.gov>, 
"DeanKaplan" <KaplanDM@state.gov>, "Carolee BWalker" <WalkerCB@state.gov>, "Frank JFinvcr" 
<FinverFJ@state.gov>, "David JGreene" <GreeneDJ@state.gov>, "Nicholas JManring" 
<ManringNJ@state.gov>, "Paul HTyson" <TysonPH@state.gov>, "Robert WMaggi" <MaggiRW@state.gov>, 
"Jeffrey DFrederick" <FrederickJD@state.gov>, "Ei-ic GFalls" <FallsEG@sfate.gov>, "Julia GReed" 
<ReedJG@state.gov>, "Kees CDavisori" <DavisonKC@state.gov>, "Karen LOgle" <OgleKL@state.gov>, 
"Daniel GKeen" <KeenDG@state.gov>, "Jeremiah JerryHoward" <HowardJ@state.gov>, "Yolanda A" 
<Parra YA@state.gov>, "Alison E" <DilworthAE@state.gov>, "Amany A" <OsmanAA@state.gov>, 
"Eleftherios E" <NetosEE@state.gov>, "Victoria J" <TaylorVJ@state.gov>, "Robert J" <RileyRJ@state.gov>, 
"Win (Istanbul)" <DaytonJW@state.gov>, "Denise M" <MarshDM@state.gov>, "Jess L" 
<BailyJL@state.gov>, "Christina (Istanbul)" <TomlinsonC@state.gov>, "Susan K (Istanbul)" 
<AbeytaSK@state.gov>, "Lisa C (Istanbul)" <GisvoldLC@state.gov>, "Douglas A" <SillimanDA@state.gov>, 
"Matthew S" <RosenstockMS@state.gov>, "Tian A" <GoodmariIA@state.gov>, "Wesley J" 
<ReisserWJ@state.gov>, "Metin (Istanbul)" <CetinMX@state.gov> 
Date: Saturday, May 29, 2010, 7:01 AM · 

This is an updated version of the 5129 Update: 

On 5/29 IHH Deputy Presi<jent Yavuz Dede informed post that: 

• the IHH ships are still waiting near Cyprus for others ships to join the flotilla. 

• The IHH said the Greek Cypriot authorities did not allow the Greek Cypriot (GC) ship to leave for Gaza so the 
passengers, including some members of GC parliament, have to join the group through another route. Thus, the 
flotilla is still waiting for the Greek Cypriot passengers and ship to arrive. 

• Mr Dede also confirmed that the ship from Greece, Challenge 2, could not continue because of technical 
problems and the passengers were transferred to IHH's ship "Mavi Marmara." The ship now has a total of 778 
passengers on board now. IHH expects the flotilla, to approach Gaza around 25 hours after they depart. It is 
unclear when they expect to depart since it depends on when Greek Cypriot ship arrives. 

• MFA informed Embassy Ankara that that 361 Turkish citizens are participating in the flotilla either as 
crew or passengers. 

--- On Fri, 5/28/10, Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) <AmodeoSA@state.gov> wtote: 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) <AmodeoSA@state.gov> 
Subject: Free Gaza Update - IHH ships heading toward rendezvous point off of Cyprus 
To: "Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul)" <AmodeoSA@state.gov>, "Goldberger, Thomas H'' 
<GoldbergerTH@state.gov>, "Holmstrom, Todd C" <HolmstromTC@state.gov>, "Sindle, James M" 
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<SindleJM@state.gov>, "Strowe, Rebecca L" <StruweRL@state.gov>, "Richter, Kim B" 
<RichterKB@state.gov>, "Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria" <IJopatkiewiczV@state.gov>, "Bernier-Toth, 
Michelle" <Bernier-TothM2@state.gov>, "Mendel, Teresa S" <Mende!TS@state.gov>, "Sievers, Marc 
J" <SieversMJ@state.gov>, "Levin, Jan" <LevinJ@state.gov>, "Burnett, David R" 
<bumettdr@state.gov>, "Baron, Desiree A" <BaronDA@state.gov>, "Adams, Julie D" 
<AdamsJD2@state.gov>, "Parker, Andrew C" <ParkerAC@state.gov>, "Greene, Elisa" 
<GreeneE@state.gov>, "Zeroubavely, Sandra S" <zeroubavelyss@state.gov>, "Schlereth, Frank G" 
<SchlerethFG@state.gov>, "Burgess, Richard J" <BurgessRJ@state.gov>, "Chere, John E" 
<ChereJS@state.gov>, "Waters, John R" <WatersJR@state.gov>, "Rogan, Thomas G" 
<RoganTG@state.gov>, "Towry, Debra J" <TowryDJ@state.gov>, "Hanania, Vera V" 
<HananiaVV@state.gov>, "Weinfeld, Nili I" <WeinfeldNI@state.gov>, "Lewis, Glenn K" 
<LewisGK@state.gov>, "Beran, Sarah" <BeranS@state.gov>, "Greengrass, Sara D" 
<GreengrassSD@state.gov>, "Kaplan, Dean" <KaplanDM@state.gov>, "Walker, Carolee B" 
<WalkerCB@state.gov>, "Finver, Frank J" <FinverFJ@state.gov>, "Greene, David J" 
<GreeneDJ@state.gov>, "Manring, Nicholas J" <MamingNJ@state.gov>, "Tyson, Paul H" 
<TysonPH@state.gov>, "Maggi, Robert W" <MaggiRW@state.gov>, "Frederick, Jeffrey D" 
<FrederickJD@state.gov>, "Falls, Eric G" <FallsEG@state.gov>, "Reed, Julia G" 
<ReedJG@state.gov>, "Davison, Kees C" <DavisonKC@state.gov>, "Ogle, Karen L" 
<OgleKL@state.gov>, "Keen, Daniel G" <KeenDG@state.gov>, "Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"" 
<HowardJ@state.gov>, "Parra, Yolanda A" <Parra YA@state.gov>, "Dilworth, Alison E" 
<DilworthAE@state.gov>, "Osman, Amany A" <OsmanAA@state.gov>, "Netos, Eleftherios E" 
<NetosEE@state.gov>, "Taylor, Victoria J" <TaylorVJ@state.gov>, "Riley, Robert J" 
<RileyRJ@state.gov>, "Dayton, Win (Istanbul)" <DaytonJW@state.gov>, "Marsh, Denise M" 
<MarshDM@state.gov>, "Baily, Jess L" <BailyJL@state.gov>, "Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul)" 
<TomlinsonC@state.gov>, "Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul)" <AbeytaSK@state.gov>, "Gisvold, Lisa C 
(Istanbul)" <GisvoldLC@state.gov>, "Parker, Andrew C" <ParkerAC@state.gov>, "Silliman, Douglas 
A" <SillimanDA@state.gov>, "Rosenstock, Matthew S" <RosenstockMS@state.gov>, "Goodman, llan 
A" <Goodman!A@state.gov>, "Reisser, Wesley J" <ReisserWJ@state.gov>, sal_amodeo@yahoo.com, 
"Cetin, Melin (Istanbul)" <CetinMX@state.gov>, "Cross, Lisa T (Istanbul)" <CrossLT@state.gov>, 
"Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul)" <AbeytaSK@state.gov> 
Date: Friday, May 28, 2010, 4:32 AM 

IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede informed post at 10:45 am that: 

• IHH ships are presently enroute towards the rendezvous point near Cyprus and expect to meet the other ships of the 
flotilla "in a few hours." 

• They hope to arrive in Gaza tomorrow. "If something happens, it will happen tomorrow," he said. 

As reported earlier, IHH informed post yesterday that only one Amcit, Ms Fatima Mohammedi, is aboard their passenger 
ship. 

I plan io send an e-mail on the status of the flotilla over the week-end. 
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Sal 

Salvatore A. Amodeo 

Deputy Political & Economic Section Chief/Senior Political Officer 

U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

(90) 212-335-9389 

SBU 

This email is UNCLASSl_FIED. 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 4:22 PM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank 
G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, 
Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, 
David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, 
Kees C; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany 
A; Netos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; 
Tomlinson: Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Silliman, 
Douglas A; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Goodman, llan A; Reisser, Wesley J; 'sal_amodeo@yahoo.com'; Cetin, Melin 
(Istanbul) 
Subject: Free Gaza Update - IHH say only 1 Amcit with them 

At 4:00 pm today IHH Deputy President Yavuz Dede informed post that Ms. Fatima Mohammedi (please note this correct 
spelling) is the only American Citizen on any of its three ships to participate in the Free Gaza flotilla. They are expecting 
their passenger ship the Mavi Marmara to depart this evening, as previously announced. 
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Regards, 

Sal 

Salvatore A. Amodeo 

Deputy Political & Economic Section Chief/Senior Political Officer 

U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

(90) 212-335-9389 

SBU 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:58 AM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank 
G; Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, 
Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean; Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, 
David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, 
Kees C; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, _Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, ,Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany 
A; Netos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; 
Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Silliman, 
Douglas A; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Goodman, llan A; Reisser, Wesley J; 'sal_amodeo@yahoo.com'; Cetin, Melin 
(Istanbul) 
Subject: Free Gaza Update - IHH expects ship to leave Antalya at 5:00 pm today, still only 1 Amcit 

On the morning of 5/27, IHH informed post that: 
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• They expect their passenger ship, the Mavi Marmara, to depart Antalya around 5:00 pm today. 

• Only one American Citizen, Fatima Mohammed,_.has arrived in Antalya to board the Mavi Marmara. 

• Two other American Citizens may join but it is uncertain if they will reach Antalya before the ship departs. 

• They expect to approach Gaza Friday evening.or Saturday morning. 

• IHH will have three ships in the flotilla. The Mavi Marmara, as well as two cargo ships, named the Gazze 
and the Defoe, which only have IHH officials on board and no foreigners. 

Sal 

Salvatore A. Amodeo 

Deputy Political & Economic Section Chief/Senior Political Officer 

U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

(90) 212-335-9389 

SBU 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED 
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Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

Colleagues: 

Sindle, James M 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 5:32 PM 
Gaza Flotllla Monitoring Group . 
Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; Goodman, Han A; Silliman, Douglas A; Wiener, Sharon A 
{Istanbul): Leal)', Thomas M; Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A {Istanbul); Ankara­
POL-DL; Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Tomlinson, Christina {Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K 
{Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Cetln, Mefin (Istanbul); Appleton, Richard H; Ogle, Karen 
L; Combs, James D; Giimore, Bradley T; Allison, Alicia P; de Otalvaro, Laura H; Grubb. Jaton 
B; Howe, Geoffrey G;_Chue, Jason; Greene, Elisa; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, 
Jason B; Levin, Jan; Watens, John R ' 
Two Additional Ships Heading to Gaza 

Working 

There is press reporting that the Free Gaza Movement i~ sendlngtwoil'dd!tional vessels to Gaza, Tue first ship Is Ireland's 
"Rachel Corrie," with about 10 passengers on board including Denis Halliday, the Irish former UN Human Rights 
Coordinator in Iraq. The second ship is the US-flagged "Challenger II", which dropped outofthe first flotilla to undergo 
repairs in Nicosia. According to Free Gaza. Movement spokesperson Audrey Bomse'in lamaca, tlie Rathel Corrie left 
Maita on her way to Gaza the night before last and she should be coming near Crete today. Arrival is expected around 
Gaza between late Wednesday and sometime Thursday. 

If anyone has additional information on the status of the vessels and the number, nationalities, and the names of the 
passengers aboard please forward it to the collective. It should help us in terms oftracking any Amdts in advance of 
detainment. CG Istanbul and Embassy Ankara reaching out to the IHH organizers was valuable In this regard during the 
first Iteration. GOI has told Embassy Tel Aviv tnatthe IDF still intends 10 intercept these vessels, but is reviewing how to 
do it. 

Many Thanks, 

.Jim Sindle 
Pol-Mii Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestlnian Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 

Unclassified: SindleJM@state.gov 
Cla$sitied: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

Z02-647-4386 {office) 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Selllor 
Reviewer 
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!RELEASED IN PART BS,BSI 

Gilmore, Bradley T 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 
Classification: 
SensitivityCode: 

From Istanbul: 

Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul) 
Friday, June 04, 201 O 11 :39 AM 
de Otalvaro, Laura H; Darnell, Daria L; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Eppler, Dale B; Godfrey, 

. Anthony F; Appleton, Richard H; Gilmore, Bradley T 
Dayton, Win (Istanbul); McCarthy, David T (Istanbul); Mitchell, Shamar P (Istanbul); Solomon, 
Robin D; Ones, Leyla L; Borenstein, Jeffrey D; _Witmer, Kami A; Lee, Robert D; Read, Anthony 
M 
Istanbul SitRep input 

Working 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer\ 

AKP activity related to demonstrations in Istanbul: As Ibrahim Yildirim stated yesterday, AKP is present at the 
demonstrations for the purpose of letting the demonstrators know that they care (more than Saade!) and keeping the 
events from getting out of control. We are unaware that the party is organizing events per se. 

The media reported that the Dep. PM Bulent Arinc was at the airport to meet the.activists when they returned. The front 
page of AKP Istanbul's website carries a picture of the Provincial Chairman Aziz Babuscu visiting the IHH. There were 
also statements by government officials including PM Erdogan saying that they "respected the democratic reactions of 
people." Thus, there are signs that the AKP is supporting the demonstrators who go out but no evidence of an official call 
to attend the events. There was high-level AKP attendance at yesterday's funeral, including Istanbul MayorTopbas, 
Energy Minister Yildiz and Fatih Mayor Ahmet Demir. 

Comments from 

What I've noticed on the news shows I've tieen watching-which admittedly are BBC and CNN International, I'm not 
sure that Turkish television would have shown quite the same camera angles -is that the coffins at the funeral were all 
draped in a large Turkish flag, with two smaller flags pinned to them - one Palestinian, the other a modification of the 
Saudi flag (ie, white Arabic text of the creed of faith "There is no god but God, and Mohammad is the prophet of God" 
on a field of green, but without the white sword on the Saudi flag}. · 

In video shots of protests, I've seen people waving this modified flag as well as a yellow flag that I couldn't see well­
however, it was the same shade of yellow as the Hizbollah flag. The men's green headbands appeared to be the same 
script as the larger green flags. 

From PAS: 
N1V was fairly straightforward in its 9:00 newscast - calling it "bloody" incident but not going much past that. Gave the 
names of all 9 nine of the dead and where they were from, but did NOT say that Furkan was an amcit, at least not that I 
heard. Showed new footage from the incident itself of the commandos boarding the ship and them walking around 
through the passengers, who were all wearing lifevests. 

RSO: 
TNP has not received any additional information regarding planned organized demos or protests; however, they expect 
that there may be demonstrations throughout the weekend. Their security posture remains the same. 

At 1100 hours the IHH are reportedly planning to give a press release outside of the Israeli Consulate. 
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' Today at 1300 a funeral will be held at the Bayazit Mosque for an individual who died in the incident. The ceremony is 
expected to draw large crowds. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: de Otalvaro, Laura H 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 9:31 AM 
To: Darnell, Darla L; Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Eppler, Dale B; Godfrey, Anthony F; Appleton, Richard H; Gilmore, 
Bradley T · 
Cc: Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); McCarthy, David T (Istanbul); Mitchell, Shamar P (Istanbul); 
Solomon, Robin D; Ones, Leyla L; Borenstein, Jeffrey D; Witmer, K.ami A; Lee, Robert D; Read, Anthony M 
Subject: Please send me inputs for another SitRep by 11 :30 · 

The Front Otfice would like another SitRep to go out today betore oob EST. Please prepare 
consolidated information from your offices (Istanbul and Adana, please focus on both security and 
socio/political/economic aspects) and send them to me by 11 ;30. In your reports, please examine 
(in addition to your routine news) whether you see an impact so far on the U.S. or U.S.-Turkey bilateral 
relations. 

For Daria and Sharon, the Front Office is also interested in your regional thoughts on: 

Looking torward to your inputs. Please let me know if you have concerns. 

Laura 

Laura H. de Otalvaro 
Internal Unit Chief and Labor Attache 
Political Section 
U.S. Embas~y Ankara 
IVG Prefix 295, ext. 7191 
External: 90.312.457.7191 
Cell: 90.(0)533.523.3592 

~ Please consider the e_mli1onme11t before printing this e-mal\. 
Use Green fonts! See 10 state 45224 
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SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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[RELEASED IN FULLj 

ISRAEL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

./ 

I- i 

Behind the Headlines: Turkel Commission publishes 
first part of report 
23 Jan 2011 
This background document has 
been prepared before the 
release of the Iw:t.el 
.c_omrnis.>loD:s.B~Port. It is based 
on information made available 
over the past six months. 

IDF soldiers assaulted by dozens o1 armed activists on the 
Mavi Marmara 

Turkel Commission (23 January 2011): 

Pursuant to paragraph 1 D of Government resolution no. 1796 of ~J,!DJL.'.L:'!,.1.QlQ., we 
respectfully ~ubmit to the Government a re_p,o_rt on the following matters: 

a. The security circumstances in which the naval blockade on the Gaza Strip was 
imposed and whether the blockade cDmplies. with the rules of in1ernationa\ law 
(paragraph 4a of the Government resolution). 
b. Whether the actions carried out by Israel to enforce the naval blockade on May 
31, 2010, complied with the rules of international law (paragraph 4b of the 
Government resolution). 
c. The actions carried out by the organizers and participants of the flotilla and their 
identities (paragraph 4c of the Government resolution). 

Concluding Remarks of .R.eP.Q.!.i:_S_u_r:nm.!1..ry_ 

Today, approximately five months after hearing the first testimonies, the Commission is 
completing this part of its work. After a journey full of obstacles and pitfalls, and after 
exhaustive inveslfgations, inquiries, studies and discussions, here are our conclusions: 

The naval blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip - in view of the security circumstances and 
Israel's efforts to comply with its humanitarian obligations - was legal pursuant to the rules 
of international law. 

The actions carried out by Israel on May 31, 2010, to enforce the naval blockade had the 
regrettable consequences oi the loss.of human life and physical injuries_ Nonetheless, and 
despite the limited number of uses of force for which we could not reach a conclusion, the 
actions taken were found to be legal pursuant to the rules of international law. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: _.§haron Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MF Al About+the+Ministry /Behind+the+Headlines/Flotilla _ operatio... l /24/2011 
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Behind the Headlines 

Israel was enttlled under internaliona! law to board the Mavi Marmara. Maritime blockades 
are recognized by inlerna1ional law as legitimate, and may be enforced in international 
waters. 

Israel is engaged in an ongoing armed conflict with Ha mas, a terrorist organization which 
violently seized de facto control of the Gaza Strip in 2007. Hamas and other Gaza-based 
te rroris I groups have !~_u_i:i.c.b.e.d..)11P..n:iJh.9.t:t.1JlDJb9J.J.~a_r.idJ.o.ckfil_!;>. at lssg_e.[j_cjt!.~.s .. a.nd. to:-iv.o.s .. 
Israel has imposed a maritime blockade on the Harnas regime in order to prevent lt from 
building up its mili1ary capabilities, smuggling terforisls and weapons and staging attacks 
from the sea. 

Security considerations have likewise led Israeli to impose a number of restrictions on the 
transfer of goods and supplies to Gaza via its land crossings. At the same time, Israel has 
continued to facilitate the import of hundreds of thousands of tons of food,Jrt~_gicine _ _c1nd_ 
Qt/).er_g.QQ_Q~.lnto__O_q_~_a_, thereby ensuring that the humanitarian needs of the civilian 
population are met. 

Hamas fighters prepare to launch rockets at Israel 

International law recognlzes maritime blockades as a legal and legitimate measure wtthin 
the context of armed conflicts. A blockade may be enforced against breach. Article 98 of 
the .S. ci.o . .R.~.OJ.Q __ t0g.r111_ci_L9.nJttt!?.J.!l at l o.n gl,1_<3_W_.6R P.J.~9_Q_lg __to __ 8rme.Q __ Q_QDil.i_g_1;;; _5)!__$~_g. s ta I es 
"Merchant vessels believed on reasonable grounds lo be breaching a blockade may be 
captured." Furthermore, "Merchant vessels which, after prior warning, clearly resist capture 
rni::ly l>e attm_;ked" (see 8irnilarly art. 67a.) 

The blockading party has the right undef international law lo slop ships which intend to 
evade the blockade, even if they have not yet entered the blockaded area, Ships may be 
stopped even if they are in international waters, The _U_$ .. C.Q.!!1ITl_f;i_fl_d_!lr~sJ:!.a_ri_d _ _Q_QQk . .011Jh~ 
J,,§.\:Y ... 9.LNS!V.9.LQpJ)f_flJlO:DE. explains that an "attempted breach of blockade occurs from the 
time a vessel or aircraft leaves a port or airfield with the intention of evading the blockade." 

International law requires that a blockade must "be applied impartially lo the vessels of all 
Stales." (San Ren10, art 100). The blockading party rnay stop ships dai1ning to carry 
humanitarian aid. The duty to ensure that the humanitarian needs of a blockaded territory 

_____ hll p :/ lw.ww.mfa. gov. il/MEA/A bo ut±the±Ministr.v !B ehind±the±Headl ines/Eloti I ]a_ opera tio .. __ J /24120 l J ___ _ 
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are met, which Israel complies with, does not imply a duty to allow the passage of a 
particular ship. 

Israel publicly declared the imposition of a maritime blockade on the Gaza Strip in full 
compliance with international law. lt informed the flotilla ships of the blockade numerous 
times through .c!JpJ.R..m.:::itiG. m_E:!Ji_i_~_ and m~xf.Um.e channels. 

The flotilla's cargo was in no way essential for meeting Gaza's humanitarian needs. In any 
case, even if allowing a particular ship to enter the blockaded territory were essential to 
meeting the humanitarian needs of the civilian population, international law would still allow 
the blockading party to insist on inspecting the ship. It would also have the right to demand 
that lhe ship's cargo be distributed by a recognized neutral party. Such a security 
inspection could not be carried out at sea. Neither the Turkish IHH nor the Free Gaza 
Movement, the organizations which lead the flotilla, is a recognized neutral party. 

Non-neutral parties- rnembers of the Free Gaza Movement receive medals from 

Hamas PM Ismail Haniyeh (center. first row) 

... 
IHH /1e<::1d 81,.1!enl Yiic.lirim wiU1 Ha11l<::10 Polilii.:~! Chie( Kh<:i!eU M<::1shc.c.i 

Israel took numerous steps to avoid the need to employ force whHe taking control of 
the M~vi Marmara. _ 

Israel made numerous efforts to avoid employing force and had no desire to cause harm to 
civilians, It repeatedly communicated the following or similar messages to the flotilla 
activists both before and during their journey (Y.is;lga): 
"Mavi Marmara, you are approaching an area of /1ostifities, which is under a naval 
blockade ... The Israeli government supports delivery of humanitarian supplies to the civilian 
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population in Gaza Strip and invites you to enter Asliclod pod. Delivery of supplies will be in 
accordance with the aut1101ifies' regulations ... and Llncler your observation. alter which you 
can return to your llon1e ports aboard the vessels on which yOlJ arrived." 

The ships were also _W~Lo .. ~c! that if they proceeded, Israel would be forced to take all 
necessary steps to enforce its bJockade. 

No effective method currently exists for forcing a ship the size of the Marmara to change 
course without taking physical control. Attempts to block the ship's passage with other 
vessels or to disable its systems would have endangered the flotilla partictpants. Israel had 
no choice but to board the vessel. 

The naval commandos were instruc!ed to use the minimum force necessary to take control 
of tbe vessels, and to avoid lethal force unless necessary for self-defense in the event that 
their lives were in imrnediate danger. 

Accordingly the first teams to land on the Marmara were equipped primarily with riot-control 
equipment such as tear gas and paintbafl guns. 

Using similar methods, Israel had stopped a number of previous attempts to violate its 
blockade without having to resort to lethal force. Five out of the six ships in the May 2010 
flotilla were brought under Israeli control without serious injury to flotilla participants or 
soldiers. Since the Marmara, the IDF has prevented several additional attempts to violate 
its blockade without the need to employ a significant degree of force. This indicates that the 
problern stemmed not from Israeli methods, but from the violent behavior of the flotilla 
acti1Jists. 

Soldiers abseiling onto the ship trom helicopters were assaulted immediately by dozens at 
activists wielding knives and clubs, who also seized four of !he soldiers' firearms. Facing an 
immediate threat to their lives, the soldiers had no choice but to use force to repel the 
attack. 

Activists making preparations to confron1 Israeli soldiers 
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Soldiers assaulted by dozens of armed activists 

A number of the Marmara's passengers were members of hardcor'e Isla mist groups. 
These activists openly declared their desire for a violent cor1frontation and their 
hope to die as shahicls (martyrs). 

While the majority of the flotilla passengers may well have been peaceful civilians, some 
(approx. 40-50) were hardcore extremists determined to violently attack the Israeli boarding 
party. 

Many of the members of this group were affiliated with the I\.!Lki.s.h_l$l~HlJLC._QI9~Dll.~Ji.QQ 
UitL which Western countries and terrorism experts have described as a suppOrter of 
terrorist groups including Hamas. 

IHH head Bu lent Yildirim declared on board the Marmara: "We're going to defeat the Israeli 
commandos ... jf you bring your soldiers here, we will throw you off the ship and you'll be 
humiliated in front of the whole world." During the voyage, IHH activists chanted songs 
celebrating the killing of Jews and openly declared their desire to die as shah ids (martyrs) 

(view videos h.~_(e, b.~f~- and .bfl.r~J. 

Former U.S. Marine Kenneth O'Keefe, who took part in the assault on the soldiers, told the 
Haaretz newspaper ("Rough Passage", 24 Sept 2010) "I knew that if the Israelis boarded 
that ship, it would be a disaster ... You have to be an idiot to board that ship and think it will 
be a ship of passive resistance." 

This group of hardcore extremists took control of the ship prior ta the IDF's boarding. 
According to the C.bi.ef_QffLc.!'LoLtheJ\1-'3.rJJJ~.rn. they limited the movement of the other 
flotilla participants and carefully controlled entrance to certain parts of the ship. 

These activists were equipped with commando knives, daggers, tear gas, gas masks, night 
vision goggles, and ballistic vests (view b_e.r.e and b.!?I~) - objects not found on a 
humanitarian passenger ship. 
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Israeli soldiers employed a necessary and proportionate degree of force. 

The first several Israeli commandos who boarded the Marmara were rushed by dozens of 
acfrvists ~~lding.~_ni.Y~~ . .__G.l1!.PE_JlJ1_d ___ ch .. ~.\D~- The firs\ soldier to land was stabbed and tt'trown 
to the deck below. The second was shot in the stomach. Others suffered knife and gunshot 
wounds as well. 

The attackers were able to take four of the soldiers' firearms. O.'J~_e_ef~JolclJh~ .. !3JtC that 
"myself and another brother descended on him [a wounded soldier] and the first thing I did 
was to go for his 9rnm pistol." While O'Keefe claims that the gun was not used, two soldiers 
suffered gunshot wounds_ ~d.~.P released by the IDF records the commandos' surprise at 
being shot at with live fire. 

Three soldiers from the first landing party were seriously wounded and taken by tile 
activisls to the ship's interior. 
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Therefore !he soldiers had no choice but to use limited and precise force against their 
attackers in selfwdefense. 

Nearly all of those killed were IHH activists or members of affiliated Isla mist groups, the 
very people who led the assault on the descending soldiers. About half had previously 
.d~t d a.r.edJ b.e:iL bop eJ Q __ b.e_Jn_1:1rty x~ . 

Claims that soldiers summarily executed activists, or that they fired live ammunition 
indiscriminately from the air, are completely false. 

Given that the soldiers were mobbed and intense handwtowhand combat ensued, it is not 
surprising that a number of those shot were hit al dose range. This does not in any way 
indicate that they were summarily executed, as the Report prepared for the UN Human 
Rights Council facetiously states. 

The claim that activists were shot from the air is also unfounded; the commandos rappelling 
from helicopters required both hands to grasp the rope and could not have fired. The 
helicopters carrying the commandos were not equipped with firing systems, nor did they 
carry snipers who could have fired from the air. 

Israel began its operation using stun grenades, paintball guns, and other crowd control 
equipment. 

The timing and manner of the operation were a result of the complex situation and 
Israel's desire to avoid harm to civilians. 

The early morning tlming of Israel's boarding was the result of numerous factors. Given the 
expected lime that it would take to board six ships carrying more than 700 flotilla 
participants, and the fact that the ships continued ahead at full speed, Israel decided to 
carry out the operation at a distance from the Israeli coast. Israel a!so allowed time to 
observe whether the ships would heed its numerous warnings to change course. 

Once it became clear that boarding the ships would be necessary, Israel employed one of 
its most highly~trained and disciplined units, which had carried out several similar missions 
while avoiding the use of lethal force. The timing was likewise meant to contribute to a rapid 
and non-violent transier of control. 

As soon as the danger to the soldiers subsided, IDF medics attended to wounded 
activists. The flotilla participants were treaied in a respectful manner while specially­
trained units searched for additional weapons. 

lmrnediate!y following the completion of the operation, IDF medics attended to the injured, 
Given the violen1 confrontation that had just taken place, the participants and ship were 
searched for additional weapons by soldiers specially trained in such procedures. Activists 
judged to constitute a potcntia! threat were restrained, 1Nhi!e the other flotilla passengers 
were not 

31 activists were airlifted from the ship directly to Israeli hospitals. Ano1her 24 were 
transferred to Israeli medical facilities after docking in Ashdod. These activists were given 
professional medical care at, six of Israel's leading hospitals. 

The flotilla participants were processed in an orderly manner and offered the option 
of being quickly deported. Those who refused this offer were given access to 
medical care and diplomatic personnel while detained. Within a week, all foreign 
flotilla participants had departed. 
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Israel prepared extensively to quickly and efficienlly process the flotilla participants. Those 
in need of rnedical attention were taken to hospitals. The rest were registered in a specially 
erected reception center staffed by government officials and translators_ In special cases, 
such as Iha! of a mother with a one-year old baby, passengers were immediately sent back 
to their countries of origin. 

The flotilla participants were then taken to the new 'Aileh' detention center in southern 
Israel. There they were held in open units where, other than during roll calls, they were free 
at all times to leave their rooms and congregate in common areas. They were provided with 
all their needs including medical care. 

Flotilla participants willing to be deported were able to leave the country within a very short 
time of their arrival. The departure of those who refused was delayed by several days. 

The activists were not held incommunicado. They were given access to the diplomatic 
oHicials of thelr home countries. Consular representatives from 26 countries, as wel\ as 19 
lawyers providing legal services, visited the flotilla participants. Participants were also 
provided with phone cards. 

As the tlotiUa ships were still making their way to Ashdod, a petition was filed with Israel's 
Supreme Court which challenged the custody of the flotilla passengers by Israeli 
authorities. The Court held hearings on the matter within 48 hours and ultimately dismissed 
the petition. 

While Israel could have begun prosecutions against those who had assaulted its soldiers, it 
decided to release all of the flotilla participants. Six days after the ships were brought to 
Ashdod, all of the foreign flotilla participants had left Israel. 

The Mavi Marmara itself did not carry humanitarian aid. The limited amount of aid 
carried by the other ships included outdated and useless medicines. 

The Mavi Marmara did not carry humanitarian aid. The humanitarian aid that was carried by 
three of the flotilla ships appears to have been carelessly packed, leading to some of it 
being damaged. The B BC_'__~_Jgne....C9JJJ.inJo.µ o_QJD2l.twg.:Hll1.:~_gJJh~JngQ,i~in.e.? . .1!.ILQ_a_r_QJbJ3: 
~ Qj ii.I ~L~.~ r.e _.o.u J..QLQ.a.t.~.J!.D_ d_. u_;s~l es .s." 

01the10,000 tons of humanitarian suppHes which the flotilla claimed 1o beicanying, 
approximately 8,000 tons consisted of construction materials. !::t~_ffit:J __ ~L!J§~...!L~ .. \:!_i:;./l_m_~Jf:ILC!JP_ 
for_b.u.ilQ_io_g_r9_Q~gjs_,_punk_e:r~_qo_d_JQ_W.nC.b.i.r:i_g,_sfte_s .. Therefore, while Israel regrets the 
difficulties that may be caused to Gaza's civilians, it can only allow the import of such 
materials in coordination with recognized international bodies. 

Hamas initlatly refused to allow aid from the flotilla Into Gaza. Israel made good on its 
promise to quickly prepare the aid for transfer. Hamas, however, apparently felt that the 
need was less pressing. An unnamed GJ~.-~a .. 91f.i.~[aJt9!,QJ.b.(::! __ c;; .. !J.~.[c;H@n, "Israel brought five 
truckloads of wheelchairs to the crossings, but Hamas turned them back." 

Israel's import restrictions and blockade are legal under international law. 

International law recognizes the right of a state to impose a naval blockade within the 
context of hostilities. 

The blockade on Gaza has been imposed strictly for security reasons and is not aimed at 
harming the civilian population. These security considerations include the need to prevent 
the srnugg ling of terror operatives and military-use materials into and out of Gaza, and to 

. ·--.http:/ lww.w .m fa. gov. il/MFA/ Abo uHthe±Ministry/B chind±the±Headli nes/F I otilla_operatio ... --1 /24/2QJJ ____ _ 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751274 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02368

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751274 Date: 06/27/2012 
ue111nd the J-JeadJmes: l urkeJ Comm1ssion pubhshes first part ofreport 23-.Jan-2011 Page 9of11 

prevent terrorist attacks against Israeli towns and vessels. 
With regard to Jsrael's restrictions on the transfer of goods into Gaza- such a policy is 

neither illegal nor considered collective punishment. This is indicated by the numerous 
examples from the international community {for example, the UN's 13-year sanc1ions 
against Iraq.) Although international law requires that Israel facilitate the transfer of 
humanitarian aid to Gaza, Israel .!.l_a_s_n_Q __ o_b_!]_gcit.LQnJ9_!3J19?!9~.J_n_§_C_Q_o_9_mic_r:~l~HLQ.t!~. or 
maintain open borders with the territory. 

Israel has facilitated the transfer of well over a million tons of goods and supplies to 
Gaza, thereby more than ensuring that its humanitarian needs are met. 

Despite the armed conflict with Hamas, Israel has gone far beyond the demands of 
international law in assisting Gaza's civilian population. Israel has provided or facilitated the 
transfer of over a million tons of humanitarian goods and supplies to the Gaza population. 
At no point has there been a humanitarian crisis in the territory. 

From the end of !he 2008-2009 Gaza War until approximately the time of the IHH flotilla, 
Israel facilitated !he delivery to Gaza of 1,025,686 tons of aid. 49,610 tons of cooking gas 
and 136,097,330 liters offuef. This aid includes wheat, meat, dairy products, fruits and 
vegetables, baby formula, seeds, clothes, school supplies, medical equipment, glass, wood 
and equipment for the flower industry. 

Numerous indicators show that there is no humanitarian crisis or extreme hardship in Gaza. 
According to !he C.!A.'-"1.Qflg_fll.~l.ti2ot. the projected life expectancy in Gaza is 73.68. 
grealer than that in half of the world's countries, including many in Europe. The infant 
m.QrtciHtY._f~i~_j.n_ G_a.?-.~ is 17. 71 per 1000, lower than in the West Bank and in more than 
50o/a of countries worldwide. 

As explained, Israel has been forced to restrict the import of construction materials in order 
to prevent Ha mas from using such materials for military purposes. However, Israel does 
facilitate the import of construction materials in coordination with recognized international 
agencies. 

> s .f~~:i:::~~~:}~~· ·:: :--~~·~?· ~~:~·l.!'" ~ _{'. 
Truckloads of aid at the Gaza border crossing (Photo: IDF Spokesperson) 
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A Gaza market, September 2009 (Photo: Reuters) 

Ol.i!J.~.Q_g.f.q~.i!Y.Hf~_J.n...Qaz111 

Israel facilitates the transfer of medical supplies into Gaza and treats thousands of 
Gazans each year in fsraeli hospitals. 

In 2009, 4,883 tons of medical equipment and medicine were brought into the S1rip. 10,544 
patients and their companions left Gaza to receive treatment in Israeli hospitals (Israel also 
treats patients and trains doctors from the West Bank.) 

Gazan children with cancer enter Israel for treatment 

(Photo: Rafael Ben-ArifChame!eons Eye). View y_id_e_o 

\{Lc!eR.!(9.rDJ.!ir.'J~JiJ.1Q_:?_P.i!e.LQIQgr~J11Jgr_\r_aj_11.\ng __ i:_.qle~JL11l_<!Q_tj_~JQcs_ 

The medical corridor is maintained despite the fact that since 2005, Palestinians have used 
medical cooperation arrangements to carry out more than 20 terrorist attacks. 

Hamas refuses to allow the International Red Cross or any other organization access to an 
Israeli soldier which it has been holding hostage since June 2006. This fs a gross violation 
of his basic human rights. 

Israel's restrictions are necessary in light of Ha mas' repeated diversion of goods and 
supplies for its own purposes. Israel's border crossings have been attacked 
numerous times since Hamas' takeover of Gaza. 

The Hamas re"gime's control of the Gaza Strip has enabled it to divert goods and supplies 
on numerous occasions in order to build its military and economic capabilities. For example 
in February 2009 .WNJ?~W~J)i!U~.~Lit§jID.p_qJj_q.f.g.QQ.~L~.J.D.tQ_.~~-~~ after Hamas repeatedly 
seized thousands of tons of aid from the UN agency. In August 2009 J::1_a_rna_s __ c1.siLr:o~QJ.q 

JJ~Y~--~-~!~ .. ~_d__tti_r:_~J'. .. :E!1TIPJJ.1.9..o.c.~_(>J!?rl.$f~cr.e_cLtro.rn .. l9f~-~l_tQ_U_t-J_8W.8 (UNRWA officials issuing 
contticting reports regarding the clain1.) Palestinian officials have complained that tlC:!m.~,t~. 
<:..9.mma_n<;!rsgt$JU.ejJc\.!.i;._!5,~ coming from ll1e Naha.! Oz crossing for its own needs. 
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_Y'j<)_§.P. of Hamas using ambulances to transfer armed mi!itants in Gaza 

{Reuters, 2004) 

The transfer of fuel to Gaza has been disrupted at times due to disputes between Hamas 
and the Palestinian Authority. A .UJ~Lq.ffi.cl.~J described this as a "Palestinian problem, made 
by Palestinians, and causing Palestinian suffering." Hamas has also repeatedly attacked 
the Nahal Oz fuel depot .. 0!-JJ'.!!:t.~JJ:'l.D..'tQY_.I_QJ]}'_SJ~jr_e~pJ_a_i_o_e,c;! that "most people don't 
understand- that we're 1rying to urge Israel to get fuel into Gaza, and then the extremists 
come and kill the people bringing the fuel in. It's a crazy situation." 

Since Ha mas' vlo!ent takeover of Gaza, more than a dozen ~.Q_m_b_s_a11dJTJ..O.ri_~I__aUE!~.~.§. .. b_a_1£e 
P§~.DJ~µ.D_r;b_e_q __ a_Ll~-~IO_~.§.~!J9.P.O.in\~. at which goods are transferred. Israeli servicemen 
and civilians have died in these attacks. 

April 2008 mortar attack on the Naha! Oz fuel te1mlna! at the Israeli-Gaza border, 

in which two Israelis were killed. (Photo: Flash90) 

Nevertheless, Israel has assisted in the export of several of Gaza's ain commodities, such 
as strawberries and flowers, in accordance with security considerations. 

http://www.mfa.gov .il/MF Al A bout+the+Ministry /Behind+the+J-leadlines/Flotilla _operatic... 1/24/2011 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc r-Jo. C18751274 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02371

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751275 Date: 06/27/2012 
Y w~!c1 Uyumlu Goriin/REJ:EASED IN FULL] Page 1 of3 RS2 

Republic of Turkey 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

No: 29, 23 January 2011, Press Statement by the National 
Inquiry and Investigation Commission Instituted Upon 
Israel's Attack on the International Humanitarian Aid 

Convoy 

On 31 May 2010, Israeli armed forces attacked, on the high seas, a convoy brought together by aid 
volunteers from 3 7 countries and different faiths to deliver humanitarian relief material to the 
people in the Gaza Strip. Nine persons were killed and scores were wounded during the attack. 

In order to shed light upon all aspects of the attack, Turkey established a National Inquiry and 
Investigation Commission composed of representatives from pertinent institutions. The UN 
Secretary-General also set up a Panel of Inquiry in accordance with the Presidential Statement 
adopted by the UN Security Council which held an emergency meeting on 1 June 20 l 0 upon 
Turkey's request. Israel initiated, through a commission, its own national inquiry as well. 
Moreover, the UN Human Rights Council has mandated an International Fact-Finding Mission to 
establish the violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law in c.onnection with 
the attack. 

Heeding the UN's call for prompt consideration of the issue, our Commission has worked 
intensively and submitted its Interim Report to the UN Panel on 1 September 2010. Also respecting 
the confidentiality of the process, our Commission has refrained from disclosing its report to the 
public. In contrast, the Israeli side impeded the Panel's work by constantly delaying its own report, 
and has chosen to share it with the public even before submitting it to the UN Panel. 

Our Commission, convened on 23 January 2011 to thoroughly evaluate these developments, has 
decided to share, at this stage, the following with the public in view of Israel's unconstructive 
attitude: 

- Israel's so-called "maritime blockade" against the Gaza Strip is devoid of legal basis and 
legitimacy. Israel's attack which is an extension of this unlawful practice is, therefore, equally 
illegal. [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

Under international law, blockades are warfare methods applicable only in armed conflicts of 
"international" character. Israel is seen to avoid characterizing its armed conflict with Hamas as 
"international", while claiming reliance on the San Remo Manual, an important compendium of 
international law applicable to naval war, for its so-called blockade and related practices. Yet, the 
San Remo Manual, including its provisions relating to the establishment of blockades and the 
interception of vessels on the high seas, comprise legal rules applicable only to international armed 
conflicts. As long as Israel does not qualify its armed conflict with Hamas as international, it is 
estopped from relying any of its practices within the framework of this conflict on the San Remo 

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/common/print.htm 1/24/2011 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751275 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02372

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751275 Date: 06/27/2012 
Yaz1c1 Uyu1nlu CJOri.inti.i Page 2 o/'3 

Manual. 

- Even if Israel's alleged blocksde had not been lacking of legal basis to such an extent, it would 
still have been unlawful due to the manner in which it is enforced, since Israel has not met various 
requirements for a naval blockade to be accepted as lawful. 

Furthermore, Israel's so-called blockade does not fulfill the requirements of "proportionality", 
"necessity" and "reasonableness" under international law. Having extended its restrictive policies 
towards the Gaza Strip far beyond what was required for its actual security needs, Israel has banned 
even daily consumer goods, none of which could constitute military contraband, in order to punish 
the civilian population. This clearly demonstrates the arbitrary nature of the so-called blockade. 

International law prohibits blockades having aimed at starving the civilian population, or inflicting 
them with disproportionate damage. Given that numerous international organizations such as the 
UN Security Council, the UN Office of the Coordinator for Humanitarian Affairs, the World Food 
Program, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, the World Bank, the Office oftlie UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN 
Development Program, and the UN Relief and Works Agency have all described the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza as "dire", "unacceptable", "unsustainable" or "illegal", Israel's so-called blockade 
is clearly in violation ofinternational law in this respect as well. 

All personalities, including the high level officials of the Human Rights mechanism, who examined 
this issue have described the so-called Israeli blockade as collective punishment of civilians. With 
these practices, Israel has violated humanitarian law and in particular the prohibition of collective 
punishment. 

All these clearly illustrate that Israel's so-called blockade and all practices thereunder are devoid of 
legitimacy and legal basis. Indeed, the Fact-Finding Mission mandated by the Human Rights 
Council with respect to the attack, has determined the "blockade" to be illegal and inferred 
therefrom that the interception of the humanitarian aid convoy by Israel and its subsequent 
detention of passengers and crew were unlawful. 

- All the above show that Israel has violated the "Law of War" which it relies on with respect to the 
attack it carried out against the international aid convoy. Israel's attack on the international aid 
convoy also violates international peace time law which should in fact be applicable in this case. 
The freedom of navigation on the high seas and the principle of the Flag State's exclusive 
jurisdiction are fundamental rules of the Law of the Sea. Israel has flagrantly violated these rules by 
carrying out an attack, without any authority and jurisdiction, on the international aid convoy while 
it was sailing on the high seas. 

- Israel's attack against the humanitarian aid convoy, which violated both wartime and peacetime 
international law, has also trampled all international principles, rules and norms with the manner in 
which it was conducted. , 
While it had the possibility of intercepting the convoy carrying unarmed civilians without causing 
bloodshed, Israel opted for a course which made loss of life inevitable. lnstead of employing 
numerous established means of interdiction such as firing across the bow or disabling the rudder, 
Israel chose to first intimidate and terrorize the passengers, and then to raid the ships in the darkness 
with lethal force. While so doing, Israel imposed a total eleetronic blackout on the vessels so that 
the terror it anticipated would not be transmitted to the outside world. 

While Israel should have re-assessed the situation upon the passengers' exercise of selt~defense, 
~nrl harl n1nnle time tn do sn. 1t chn.~e. 011 the cnntr:::irv. to ::itt::i:ck with incrcfls.erl violence. 

____ ---httn://www.mfa.QOV.tr/comm onlnrint.htm _________________________ l /?4/?01-1--- __ _ 
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The result is self-evident and requires no further explanation. 

Basic human rights and fundamental freedoms, first and foremost the right to life, have been 
flagrantly violated, and these violations have continued massively up to the moment that the 
passengers left Israel. The report of the Fact-Finding Mission of the UN Human Rights Council 
vividly depicts Israel's violations and the violence it used. 

Our Commission is surprised, appalled and dismayed that the national inquiry process in Israel has 
resulted in the exoneration of the Israeli armed forces despite all the facts that have also been 
confirmed by the International Fact-Finding Mission. 

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/common/print.htm 1/24/2011 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

On Friday, the final guidance was released - FYI 

EUR Draft Press Guidance 
October 29; 2010 

Turkey: Gaza Flotilla 

Q: Did the US have advanced notice that the Free Gaza Flotilla was in fact headed to Egypt and 
not Gaza? 

• The flotilla organizers consistently declared in public their intention to sail directly 

to Gaza. 

Q: Was there an agreement between the U.S., Israel and Turkey to get the flotilla to reroute to 
Al-Arish (Egypt)? 

• The United States e~couraged direct contacts between Israel and Turkey prior to 
May 31, but was not involved in any negotiations between Turkey and Israel. 

If Asked: 
Q: Can you confirm assertions by Turkish officials that the U.S. was informed by Turkey that 
the ships were going to Al-Arish? 

• We do not comment on the contents of diplomatic exchanges. 

• We continue to regard the UN Secretary General's panel as the primary method for 
the international community to review the incident. We again express our 
appreciation to the Secretary General for his efforts to establish this panel, and to 
the governments of Turkey and Israel for their constructive participation. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Gabrielle M. Price 
Information Officer 
Public Affairs Section 
U.S. Consulate General Istanbul 

Phone:+90(212)335-9145 
Mobile: +90 0554 308 1778 
Email: PriceGM@state.gov 
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This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751276 Date: 06127/2012 



StateDept02376

- . .. 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751277 Date: 09/05/2012 

SENSTIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
[RELEASED IN FULY 

Context 

The X Meeting with Turkish X 
September 20-291

h 2010 (NYfGENEVA/ANKARA) 

We welcomed UNSYG Ban's establishment of-- and Israel and Turkey's 
participation in -- a panel to receive and reviewthelsraeli and Tmkish 
investigations of the May 31 flotilla incident. We remain opposed to the HRC 
flotilla fact-finding mission (FFM), which is mandated to investigate possible 
Israeli violations of international law related to the incident and oppose a renewal 
ofits mandate in the September session. The FFM mission's report will be 
released during the September HRC session (between September 27 and 29), after 
which Turkey will probably introduce a resolution reacting to the FFM report. OIC 
members may take advantage of such an opportunity to make a politicized 
statement. We are urging the Turkish government to limit the scope oftheir 
resolution and not call for new UN follow-up mechanisms or further reporting. 
Turkey is a strong supporter of the HRC flotilla process;Israel has not cooperated 
with the FF¥. Turkey is not pleased with USG objections to the FFM though 
Turkish officials have placed greater emphasis on the UN SYG panel over the 
HRC effort in our bilateral discussions. 

Key Objecti,ves 

• We recognize that the Government of Turkey takes the tragic May 31" 
incident seriously. Convey that and the USG shares its concern. Reiterate 
our sincere regret over the loss of lives. 

• We appreciate Turkey's constructive and cooperative spirit in participating 
on the Secretary General's panel regarding the incident of May 31 •1. The 
United, States believes that the UNSYG panel, which includes the 
participation of both Israel and Turkey, offers a balanced and credible 
channel to address these very serious issues. 

• Urge the Turkish government to avoid new follow•up mechanisms or 
reporting in the HRC, drawing on the following points. 

o We understand the depth of Turkish concerns over this episode but 
would appreciate Turkey's help in identifying a way to move forward 
that avoi~s further inflaming the situation, complicating the direct 
peace talks that seek to produce a Palestinian state, or increasing and 
prolonging tensions among longstanding friends and partners. 

SENSTIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

[REVIEW.AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewer] 
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If Raised 

Charting a constructive way forward can also help reinforce Turkey­
U.S. bilateral relations. 

o In an environment where direct lsraeJicPalestinian talks have recently 
resumed, we are eager to ensure that the work of the HRC FFM come 
to its natural conclusion now and avoid further politicization, friction, 
or divisions between the parties, within the region, and with the 
United States. We must work together to find a way forward, and we 
need help from our friends in the Government of Turkey to do so. 

o It is not helpful to have Turkey and Israel fighting in Geneva or in 
front of the Human Rights Council during a time of direct talks 
between Israelis and Palestinians. 

o A restrained approach could have a positive effect on the U.S.-Turkey 
relationship, especially with members of Congress. 

• Turkey officials have stated that they are concerned about Israeli 
eompensation for victims. We urge Turkish officials to discuss this issue 
with.the Israelis directly. 

SENSTIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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AmRC/RES/14/1 

Advance Edited Version Distr.: General 
23 June 2010 

Original: English 

Human Rights Council 
FDurteenth session 
Agenda item I 
Organizationlll and procedural matters 

Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council' 

14/1 
The grave attacks by Israeli forces against the humanitarian 
boat convoy 

The Human Rights Council, 

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the 
provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to 
the Protection o,fCivilian Persons in Times of War, of 12 August 1949, 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians, including 
humanitarian personnel, 

&pressing grave concern at the deepening humanitarian crisis in occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure the sustained and regular flow of goods and people 
into occupied Gaza, and welcoming the initiatives aimed at creating and opening 
humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained delivery of humanitarian 
~ . 

I. Condemns in the strongest terms the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces 
against the humanharian flotilla of ships, which resulted in the killing and injuring of many· 
innocent civilians from different counl.ries~ 

2. Deeply deplores the Joss of life of innocent civilians, an~ expresses its 
deepest sympathy and condolences to the victims and their families; 

• The resolutions and decisions adopted by lhe Human Rights Council will be contained in the report of 
the Council on its founeenth session (A/HRC/14/37), chap. I. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

GE.IO-

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751278 Date: 06/27/2012 

R55 



StateDept02379

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751278 Date: 06/27/2012 

A/HH.C/U.ES/J4/l 

3. Calfs upo11 lhe occupying Power, l::;racl. \D coopera\e fully with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to seek and provide information on the 
whereabouts status and condition of detained and i~jured persons; 

4. Demands that the occupying Power, Israel. immcdia1cl)1 release all dctoincd 
men and material and facilitate their safe return to their homelands; 

5. Calls upon the occupying Power, Israel, to immediatdy iifl the siege on 
occupied Gaza and other occupied territories; 

6. Also calls upon the occupying Power, lsraeL to ensure the unimpeded 
provision of humanitarian assistance, including of food, fuel and medical treatment, to the 
occupied Goza Strip; 

7. Welcomes the statements made by the SecretEH)'-Gencral and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights condemning the Israeli attacks and calls for 
full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks; 

8. Decides· to dispatch an independent, international fact-finding m1ss1on to 
investigate violations of international law, induding international humanitarian and human 

1 rights law, resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships can)'ing humanitarian 
assistance; 

9. Also decides to authorize the President of the Council to appoint members to 
the above-mentioned fact-finding mission, who should report on their findings to the 
Council at its fifteenth session; 

10. Further decides to remain seized of this matter. 

I orh meeting 

2 June 2010 
(Adopted by a recorded vote of 32 to 3, with 9 abstentions. The YOting was as follows: 

In favour: 
Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bang!ndesh, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), 
Bosnfa and Herzegovina, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Gabon, 
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Mauritius, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatnr, Russian Federation, Saudia 
Arabia, Senegal, Slovenin, South Africn, Uruguay; 

Against: 
Italy, Netherlands, United States of America; 

Abstaining: 
Bdgium, Burkina Faso, France, Hungary, Japan, Republic uf Korea, 
Slovakia, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.] 
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·----- _,, _______ ,,_ 

Gaza flotilla: : international independent fact-finding missions opens in Geneva 

IO August 2010 

GEN EV A -The international independent faet-finding mission of high-level experts appointed by the President of the Huma1 
Rights Council to inquire into the Gaza flotilla incident on 31 May 2010 held its inaugural meeting at the Pala.is Wilson in 
Geneva yesterday. 

Further to an urgent debate held on l and 2 June, the Human Rights Council decided to dispatch an independent fact-finding 
mission to determine. whether any violation of international law, international humanitarian and human rights la.w had taken 
place. 

The Mission of high-level experts is chaired by Judge K. Hudson-Phillips, former judge of the International Criminal Court ir 
The Hague, and has two other eminent members. Sir Desmond de Silva, Queen's Counsel, was Chief Prosecutor of the Sierra 
Leone War Crimes Tribunal and Ms. Shanthi Dairiam was a human rights expert of Malaysia and former member of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 

The Chairman indicated that in approaching the task the Mission had been given the authority to settle its own terms of 
reference taking into account the resolution of the Council. He indicated that the Mission interprets the resolution as requestin 
it to ascertain the facts surrounding the flotilla incident and then give an opinion as to whetl1er there had been any violation ot 
the law. 

Judge Hudson-Phillip's emphasized that the Mission intended to approach its task in a totally unbiased manner, free from any 
assumptions or prejudgments. 

The Chainnan of the Mission noted that the Mission's principal task is to conduct an inquiry into legal issues and possible 
violations ofinternatiOnal humanitarian and human rights law. He hoped that the Mission would be pennitted full access to al 
relevant persons and rpaterial in all of the countries concerned, so as to enable the Mission to ascertain the proper factual basi: 
for its legal opinion. 

To this end, the Mission intends to make contacts with all ambassadors of the countries involved in the coming days. It is lts 
intention to travel to t~e region in order to interview persons and gather first-hand infotmation as far as possible. 

As requested by the Human Rights Council's resolution, the Mission will present its report at the next session of the Council i 
September. 

(*)See the Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council: 
http://www2.ohcl!.r,PJ:g,i~ngli~l.!1odi t'iiliLC!l\!Q.Qi],'goc,/ J 4>.~.!!ii!lnlR ESJ_1J_ Af.Y£df 

For further media inforn1ation, please contact !lQt_iJl.affrn@ill!~.hr,Qrg 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

http ://www.ohchr.org/EN IN ewsE vents/Pages/Disolav N ews.asox?NewsID= I 02 70&LanglD ... 9/8/20 I O 
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Gaza flotilla: UN fact-finding mission concludes visit to Turkey 

Date: 06/27/2012 
Page I of I 

GENEVA (27 August 2010)- The international, independent fact-finding mission of high-level experts appointed by the 
President of the Human Rights Council to inquire into the Gaza flotilla incident has concluded a one-week visit to Turkey. 

During the week, the three high-level experts interviewed witnesses and government officials who provided first hand 
information on the incident that took place on 31 May 20 I 0. In addition, technical and legal experts accompanying the 
mission held meetings with forensic and judiciary officials and also inspected the ship Mavi Marmara. 

The fact-finding mission will start a visit to Jordan (29 August - 4 September) to interview witnesses based in Jordan and in 
neighboring countri~s. 

As requested by the Human Rights Council resolution, the Mission is taking steps to present a report at the next session oftt 
Council in Septemb~r. 

' The fact-finding mission is chaired by Judge K. Hudson-Phillips, former judge of the International Criminal Court in the 
Hague, and has two other eminent members: Sir Desmond de Silva, Queen's CounseJ, who was Chief Prosecutor of the 
Sierra Leone War Crimes Tribunal and Ms. Shanthi Dairiam, human rights expert of Malaysia and former member of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 

(*)See the Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council: 
httWvww~Q.bchr.org/eng.lishf..bQQll::fu:'.b.r.~.QJ!!lQHLciQcs/ l 4~~,5.sj9J.1LRES. I 4. I _AEV .pJIJ 

For further informati,on, please contact flQti.LL~ff!n.@.9.b.illLQJg 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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Gaza flotilla: Ul'il fact-finding mission to interview witnesses in Turkey and Jordan 

GEN EV A (23 August 20 I 0)- The international independent fact-finding mission of high-level experts appointed by the 
President of the Human Rights Council to inquire into the Gaza flotilla incident on Sunday began a two-week visit to Turkey 
(22-29 August) and Jordan (29 August-4 September) to interview witnesses and government officials, it was announced 
today. Technical and legal experts are accompanying the mission which intends to inspect the ship Ma vi Mannara in which 
nine passengers died on 31 May 2010. 

The fact-finding mission has just spent two weeks in Geneva, drafting its tenns of reference and holding meetings with 
different Permanent Missions in Geneva, including with the ambassadors of Israel and Turkey. 

The three high-level experts also started .interviewing witnesses in London and Geneva last week, with the aim of gathedng 
firstMhand information to assess the facts under their consideration. 

As requested by the ~uman Rights Council's resolution, the Mission will present its report at_the next session of the Council i 
Septetnber. 1 

' The fact-finding mission is chaired by Judge K. Hudson~Phillips, fonner judge of the International Criminal Court in the 
Hague, and has two other eminent members: Sir Desmond de Silva, Queen's Counsel, who was Chief Prosecutor of the Sierrt 
Leone War Crimes Tribunal and Ms. Shanthi Dairiam, human rights expert of Malaysia and fonner member of the Committe1 
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 

(*) See the Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council: 
bJJll;l/www2.Q]).9Jr .orgi\lngll'lhlbq_d_ks.Lilrc9_un9.l/sl9_c;fil.Li.li.mionlR ES.14. I A EV .pctf 

For further information, please contact flotlliflf.fm(@Qb__cl_1L_Qtg 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Turkey presents report on Israeli raid on Gaza aid ship to UN [RELEASED IN FULL] 

Turkey presented its report to UN about Israeli raid on Ma vi Marmara aid ship. 

Turkey presented its report to UN on Thursday about Israeli raid on Mavi Marmara aid ship. 

Turkish Ambassador Mithat Rende presented Turkey's report to UN Investigation committee in New 
York. 

Sources said that Turkey's contacts and initiatives in this issue would continue. 

Nine people, including eight Turkish and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent, were killed by Israeli 
forces in a raid on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla including Mavi Marmara ship on May 31. Around 30 people 

were wounded in the attack. 

The UN Human Rights Council set up the international fact-finding mission on June 2 to investigate 

violations of international law, including international humanitarian and human rights law, resulting 
from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

AA 

htto://www.worldbulletin.net/ , printed on 02.09.2010. - Send to Pr,n: 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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TODAYS ZAMAN [RELEASED IN FULL] 

Turkey sets up own national inquiry team for flotilla raid 

Soon after a UN probe of!srael's deadly raid on a Gaza-bound flotilla began on 
Tuesday, Ankara announced that it has established its own national commission 
for investigating the May 31 raid in order to draft a report to be introduced to the 
UN panel of inquiry. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry, in a written 
statement released late on Wednesday, recalled 
that a committee led by Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu and Interior Minister Be~ir Atala y had · 
already been established for investigating the 
May 31 attack by Israeli security forces on the 
Gaza humanitarian aid convoy -- which took 
place in international waters and ended with the 
killing of eight Turkish and one Turkish­
American civilians. 

\, 

"Tlris time, upon the UN secretary-general's establishment of the inquiry panel, a 
National Investigation and Examination Commission has been established by the 
Prime Ministry for the purpose of investigating said attack and the treatment to 
which persons in the convoy had been exposed to and for pr_eparing a report to be 
introduced to the UN Inquiry Panel within this framework," the ministry said. 

In New York, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon met on Tuesday with the 
four-member panel of inquiry into the May Gaza flotilla incident as they sat 
down to map out how they will conduct the investigation. 

The panel -- comprising Chairperson Geoffrey Palmer, the former New Zealand 
prime minister, Vice Chair Alvaro Uribe, the former Colombian president, 
Israel's Joseph Ciechanover and Turkey's Ozdem Sanberk -- "will spend the 
coming days determining how they will undertake their task," according to 
information released by the UN Secretary-General's office. 

Ban st~essed during the meeting at UN headquarters in New York that the 
panelists ~'should seek the fullest cooperation of the national authorities" as they 
carry out their work, and that they should perform their mandate in line with the 
UN Security Council presidential statement issued following the flotilla incident 
on May 31. The first progress report from the panel is scheduled to be delivered 
to the secretary-general by Sept. 15. 

Turkey's national commission will work under the coordination of the prime 
ministry with the participation of bureaucrats from the Foreign Ministry, the 
Justice Ministry, the Transportation Ministry, the Interior Ministry and the 
Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs. For communication with the commission 
of UN officials and the UN inquiry anel, Ambassador Mi that Rende has been 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 

·-- --httn;//www~todavszaman.com/tz-web/detavlar~do?load=nrint&link=2·18893&vazarAd=-----9/8/2010----­
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appointed as "the contact point," the ministry said. 

The number of members on the commission is not definite as of yet, Today's 
Zaman learned from diplomatic sources. 

"It is envisaged that the National Investigation and Examination Commission 
will prepare its report via examining the incident in coordination with all related 
institutions and establishments," the ministry concluded. 

Amidst debates over the scope of the mandate of the UN panel, UN sources said 
earlier this week that the panel is not designed to determine individual criminal 
responsibility, but to examine and identify the facts, circumstances and the 
context of the incident involving the flotilla, which had departed from Turkey 
and was bound for the Gaza Strip. 

As part of that, the panel will receive and review the reports of national 
investigations into the incident and request clarifications and information as it 
needs from national authorities, according to the same sources. 

Meanwhile, the UN Human Rights Council's independent fact-finding mission of 
high-level experts that is inquiring into the same incident held its first meeting on 
Monday in Geneva. The mission is charged with determining whether any 
violation of international law, international humanitarian and human rights law 
has taken place. Its report is expected to be presented to the council's next 
session, slated for September. 

Rende: an expert on maritime law 

Ambassador Rende, who has been chosen as the contact point for communication 
between the UN and Ankara concerning the inquiries on the attack, is a 
distinguished expe1t of maritime law. 

Rende currently holds the position of director general for economic affairs, 
including energy, water and environment at the Foreign Ministry. Prior to serving 
in this position, he was Turkey's ambassador to Qatar. From 1996-2000 he was 
counselor at the Turkish Embassy in London and deputy permanent 
representative of Turkey to the UN's International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
At the IMO, Rende was responsible for negotiating issues related to maritime 
law. He then completed the post-graduate program at the Royal College of 
Defence Studies in London on security and international relations. 

!3.08.2010 

News 
TODA Y"S ZAMAN 

http://www.todayszaman.com/tz-web/detay lar.do?load=print&!ink=2 l 8 893 &yazarAd= 9/8/201 O 
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Two-hour Israeli raid video 
presented in Turkey's UN report 
SEViL K0<;0KK0$UM 
ANKARA - Hurriyet Daily News 
Thursday, September 2, 2010 

Turkey presented video cassettes, passenger testimonies and its legal reasoning that Israel's raid on the 

Mavi Marmara was an offense in its report Thursday to the United Nations about the attack on the Gaza­

bound aid ship. 

"We gave the Turkish Foreign Ministry a two-hour video of the Israeli raid of the ship, recorded by an 

American citizen. The images show how our friends were killed by Israelis," HOseyin Oruc;, a council 

member of the HLimanitarian Relief Foundation 1 or iHH, told the HO.rriyet Daily News & Economic Review on 

Thursday. 

Turkey included the testimonies of 55 Mavi Marmara passengers and forensic opinions on the wounded 

passengers in its report. 

Following Turkish Ambassador Mithat Rende's presentation of Turkey's report to the U.N. investigating 

committee in New 1 York, sources said Turkey's initiatives regardlng the issue would continue. 

Eight Turks and orie U.S. citizen of Turkish descent were killed when lsraeli forces raided a Gaza-bound aid 

flotilla, which included the Mavi Marmara, May 31. Approximately 30 people were wounded in the attack; all 

of those killed were sboard the Mavi Marmara - a vessel owned by the iHH. 

Activists claim the troops started firing as soon as they boarded the ship, while Israeli authorities say 

passengers attacked the commandos with steel rods and wooden staves as they were abseiling down from 

helicopters. 

The U.N. Human Rights Council established an international fact-finding mission June 2 to investigate 

violations of intern.ational law, including humanitarian and human-rights law, following the attack on the 

flotilla. 

© 2009 Hurriyet Daily News 

URL: www .hurriyetdaiiynews.corn i n.php?n=two-h our-israeii-raid-video-is-in-tu rkey8217s-un­
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UN Gaza aid probe finds 'clear 
evidence' against Israel 
GENEVA - Agence France-Presse 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 

A U.N. probe said Wednesday there was clear evidence to back prosecutions against Israel for killing and 

torture when its troops stormed a Gaza-bound aid flotilla in May. 

In a scathing report, it also threw out Israel's argument that the aid activists were violent, thereby 

justifying the decision qy Israeli soldiers to open fire. The incident left nine Turkish nationals dead and drew 

global condemnation. 

Saying some were victims of actions 11 consistent with ..• summary execution," the inquiry ordered by the 

U.N. Human Rights Council said rsrael's military used "unnecessary violence." 

These 11 c:onstltuted grave violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law/ it said, adding 

there was "clear evidence to support prosecutions" of crimes including "willful killing; torture or inhuman 

treatment; and willfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health." 

Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu hailed the U.N. report on Thursday, Anatolia news agency 
' reported, 

The report by the U.N. Human Rights Council "is extremely unbiased and based on sound evidence. We 

appreciate it/' Davuto91u was quoted by Anatolia as telling reporters in New York on the sidelines of the 

U.N. general assembly. 

"It meets our exp€ctations. I hope the Israeli side will··- from now on act within international law," he 

added. 

Israel rejected the report as "biased" and 11 one-sided." "As expected of a democratic country, Israel has 

been - and still is - investigating the events of the Gaza flotilla," said a statement released by the lsraeli 

foreign ministry late Wednesday night. 

it ;:iddcd thut its own committee of inquiry, which includes two international observers, was still at work and 

that Israel had also agreed to take part in an inquiry set up by the UN Secretary General. "The report ... is 

as biased and as one sided as the body that has produced it," the statement said, "Israel. .. is of the opinion 

that the flotilla incident is amply and sufficiently investigated as it is. All additional dealing with this issue is 

superfluous and unproductive," 

Israel has insisted that it acted in line with international law, arguing that it had the right to retaliate 

against ships attempting to breach its blockade of the impoverished Gaza Strip. However, the probe said 

Israel's enforcen1ent of a blockade was itself unlawful, since Gaza was suffering from a humanitarian crisis 

on the day of the deadly raid. 
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"For this reason alone, the blockade is unlawful and cannot be sustained in law. This is so regardless of the 

grounds on which it is sought to justify the legality of the blockade," said the report1 which witl be 

presented to the rights council on Monday. 

It said even those activists who did not try to stop Israeli soldiers from boarding the aid ships "received 

injuries, including fatal injuries." "It is apparent that no effort was made to minimize injuries at certain 

states of the operation and that the use of live fire was done in an extensive and arbitrary manner," said 

the inquiry. 

"The circumstances of the killing of at least six of the passengers were in a manner consistent with an 

extra-legal, arbitrary and summary execution," it added. "The conduct of the Israel! military and other 

personnel towards the flotilla passengers was not only disproportionate to the occasion but demonstrated 

levels of totally unnecessary and incredible violence, 11 said the probe. 

The fact-finding mission, chaired by Karl Hudson-Phi1!ips1 former judge of the International Criminal Court 

in The Hague, had travelled to Turkey, Jordan and Britain to interview witnesses and officials for the probe. 

Desmond de Silva 1 former chief prosecutor of the Sierra Leone War Crimes Tribunal, and Shanthi Dairiam, 

as Malaysian human rights expert, are the other members of the panel. 
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Israel bracing for 'mother of all 
flotillas' to Gaza 
TEL AVIV - From wire dispatches 
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 

Israel is bracing for what is being described by its military as the "mother of all flotillas," comprising up to 

20 ships planning to set sail for the blockaded Gaza Strip, a report said Tuesday. 

The flotilla is being organized by a coalition of nongovernmental organizations from Europe and the United 

States, includlng a group calling itself European Jews for a Just Peace, Israel's Jerusalem Post reported. The 

groups hope to set off within the coming months. 

"We hope to have a broad coalition from European countries, and a!so maybe the United States/' Dror 

Fei!err a Stockholm-based Israeli~Swedish musician and artist who is one of the organizers behind the 

flotilla plans, told the Post on Monday. "We would like it to be double the size of the last flotilla, with at 

least a dozen ships and more than a thousand people." 

According to the newspaper, the Israeli military is closely tracking the planned flotilla and is preparing for a 

wide range of.scenarios 1 including the possibility that due to the large number of ships, it will need to stop 

the vessels far from Israel's shores. 

"The Israeli army can stop 12 or 50 ships if it wants/' Feiler s~id. "(Nonetheless] there are so many ships 

since so many people want to get together to stop the siege, which is a collective punishment on the people 

of Gaza and is unacceptable." 

'J'hc May 31 attack 

The last flotilla aimed at breaking the Gaza blockade was stopped by Israeli commandos at the end of May. 

Nine activists, including eight pro-Palestinian Turks and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent, were killed 

during the May 31 attack, which reduced already-tense relations between Turkey and rsrael to historic 

lows. 

The coalition behind the new flotilla effort includes the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation, or iHH, and 

the Free Gaza Movement, which organized the fioti!ia stopped in May, the Post said. 

The newspaper also reported Tuesday that the lsraeli commission investigating the Gaza flotilla attack 

requested that the Israeli chief of staff's assistant, Col. Erez Weiner, give the court further information on 

the May 31 raid. 

The Turkel Committee, headed by retired hlgh court judge Yaakov Turkel, asked for electronic data and 

other materials that a committee headed by Maj. Gen. Giora Eiland analyzed when investigating the 

military aspect of the Gaza flotilla raid. 

Turkel's probe also asked for explanations of the soldiers' behavior on the Mavi Marmara, the ship where 
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the nine activists were killed, and for answers to additional questions that the Eiland Commission did not 

probe. 

Uzi Arad, the head Of the Israeli National Security Council, is expected to testify next week before the 

committee, as is Meir Dagan 1 the head of Mossad, Israel's foreign intelligence service. Foreign Ministry 

Director-General Yossi Gal wil! testify Wednesday. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Ehud Olmert and Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Gabi 

Ashkenazi have previously testified before the Turkel Commission. 
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Turkey says ready to help UN team, hopes Israel coop 

Davutoglu said he hoped that Israeli party would also have cooperation with the UN missions. 

Turkey's Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu met with Sir Desmond de Silva, a member of the 

International Fact-Finding Mission of the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council set up to examine 
the Israeli raid on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla, in capital Ankara on Monday. 

Officials from the Foreign Ministry said that Davutoglu and de Silva discussed the raid on Mavi Marmara 

ship and developments in the following period. 

Officials quoted Davutoglu as saying that the stance to be assumed by international community was 

very important, because it would help the issue to be cleared up and also contribute to peace by 

showing that no country was superior to international law. 

Davutoglu said that Turkey was ready to fully cooperate with UN commissions. "If you have any 
question, you can ask now. I am ready to share every information with you," he said in the meeting. 

Davutoglu said he hoped that Israeli party would also have cooperation with the UN missions. 

Members of the international mission are expected to hold a series of talks in Ankara, Istanbul and the 

southern town of lskenderun till August 29. 

As part of their visit, the delegation will come together with a national investigation commission, listen 
to those injured in the attack and the witnesses, and meet executives of Turkish ministries and 

institutions. 

Committee members will also examine the "Mavi Marmara", "Defne Y11 and "Gazze" aid ships. 

Nine people, including eight Turkish and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent, were killed when Israeli 
forces raided a Gaza-bound aid flotilla on May 31. Around 30 people were wounded in the attack. 

The United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council set up the international fact-finding mission on lune 2 

to investigate violations of international law, including international humanitarian and human rights 

law, resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

AA 
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UN team in Turkey to probe Israel aid flotilla attack - UPDATED 

Members of an international fact-finding mission will pay a visit to Turkey to examine the Israeli attack 

on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla, Turkey's Foreign Ministry said on Sunday. 

World Bulletin I News Desk 

Members of an international fact-finding team established by the UN Human Rights Council began 
meeting with Turkish officials in Ankara on Monday as part of an investigation into an Israeli attack on 
an aid flotilla on May 31 that left nine activists dead. 

Members of the UN panel met with President Abdullah Gui and Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu on 
Monday and are due to travel to Istanbul and !skenderun, where three Turkish ships that were part of 
the aid flotilla are currently docked, before completing their visit on Sunday, Aug. 29, according to a 
Foreign Ministry statement released late on Sunday. 

The fact-finding mission is composed of British lawyer Desmond de Silva -- a former UN war crimes 
prosecutor -- Trinidadian judge Karl T. Hudson-Phillips and Malaysian women's rights advocate Mary 
Shanthi Dairiam. its mandate is primarily to investigate whether Israel breached international 
humanitarian or human rights law. 

The Foreign Ministry statement said the investigative team will meet with representatives from a 
national inquiry delegation set up by Turkey, hear witnesses of the Israeli raid, including those injured 
in the attack, and confer with officials from the Foreign Ministry and other relevant state institutions. 
The Foreign Ministry also pledged full cooperation with the UN panel, saying "all sorts of assistance and 
facilitation will be offered" to the team during its work. 

Their final report on the May 31 raid, said the statement, "carries great importance in terms of 
shedding light on the facts about the incident." 

The UN Human Rights Council's investigation into the Israeli raid, which took place in international 
waters, is separate from a higher-profile UN probe announced by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. The 
47-member council's probe was launched before Ban's announcement of the high-level panel earlier 
this month. 

The president of the Geneva-based council, Sihasak Phuangketkeow, has dismissed claims that Ban's 
announcement made the Human Rights Council investigation superfluous, saying earlier this month 
that the fact-finding mission should proceed because there is a clear distinction between the missions 
and mandates of the two inquiries. 

Israel has said it would work with Ban's panel, which is led by former New Zealand Prime Minister 
Geoffrey Palmer and outgoing Colombian President Alvaro Uribe and includes members from Turkey 
and Israel. But the Jewish state has previously refused to take part in council investigations. Sihasak 
said it would be "in the interest of Israel to do so." 

Both teams are expected to publish their findings in September. 

Israeli commandos trying to prevent activists from breaking its blockade of Gaza killed eight Turks and 
one Turkish-American during the raid on one of the flotilla's six vessels. 

]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Turkey, on the other hand, is demanding an apology from Israel and compensation for the families of 
the victims. 
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TODAYS ZAM.AN 
UN fact-finding team in Turkey for aid flotilla probe 

Members of an international fact-finding team established by the UN Human 
Rights Council began meeting with Turkish officials in Ankara on Monday as 
part of an investigation into an Israeli attack on an aid flotilla on May 31 that left 
nine activists dead. 

Members of the UN panel met with President 
Abdullah Gill and Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu on Monday and are due to travel to 
istanbul and iskenderun, where three Turkish 
ships that were part of the aid flotilla are 
currently docked, before completing their visit on 
Sunday, Aug. 29, according to a Foreign 
Ministry statement released late on Sunday. 

The fact-finding mission is composed of British lawyer Desmond de Silva -- a 
former UN war crimes prosecutor -- Trinidadianjudge Karl T. Hudson-Phillip3 
and Malaysian women's rights advocate Mary Shanthi Dairiam. Its mandate is 
primarily to investigate whether Israel breached international humanitarian or 
human rights law. 

The Foreign Ministry statement said the investigative team will meet with 
representatives from a national inquiry delegation set up by Turkey, hear 
witnesses of the Israeli raid, including those injured in the attack, and confer with 
officials from the Foreign Ministry and other relevant state institutions. The 
Foreign Ministry also pledged full cooperation with the UN panel, saying "all 
sorts of assistance and facilitation will be offered" to the team during its work. 

Their final report on the May 31 raid, said the statement, "carries great 
importance in terms of shedding light on the facts about the incident." The UN 
Human Rights Council's investigation into the Israeli raid, which took place in 
international waters, is separate from a higher-profile UN probe announced by 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. The 47-member council's probe was launched 
before Ban's announcement of the high-level panel earlier this month. 

The president of the Geneva-based council, Sihasak Phuangketkeow, has 
dismissed claims that Ban's announcement made the Human Rights Council 
investigation superfluous, saying earlier this month that the fact-finding mission 
should proceed because there is a clear distinction between the missions and 
mandates of the two inquiries. 

Israel has said it would work with Ban's panel, which is led by former New 
Zealand Prime Minister Geoffrey Palmer and outgoing Colombian President 
Alvaro Uribe and includes members from Turkey and Israel. But the Jewish state 
has previously refused to take part in council investigations. Sihasak said it 
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would be "in the interest of Israel to do so." Both teams are expected to publish 
their findings in September. 

Israeli commandos trying to prevent activists from breaking its blockade of Gaza 
killed eight Turks and one Turkish-American during the raid on one of the 
flotilla's six vessels. Israel has said the soldiers acted in self-defense after being 
attacked as they boarded the Mavi Marmara, owned by a Turkish charity. Turkey, 
on the other hand, is demanding an apology from Israel and compensation for the 
families of the victims. 
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Int 'l Gaza flotilla committee to visit 
Turkey 
ANKARA - Anatolia News Agency 
Monday, August 23, 2010 

Members of an international fact-finding mission are scheduled to visit Turkey to examine evidence from 

Israel's attack in May on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla, Turkey's Foreign Ministry said Sunday. 

The ministry's statement said me1nbers of the independent mission would hold talks in Ankara, Istanbul 

and the southern town of Iskenderun till Aug. 29. Turkey's Foreign Minister Ahmet Davuto91u will receive 

the delegation in Ankara. 

The delegation is expected to confer with a domestic Turkish investigation commission 1 hear testimony 

from witnesses of the attack, including those who were injured, and meet leaders from Turkish state 

ministries and institutions. 

Members of the international mission will also examine the Mavl Marmara, Defne Y and Gazze aid ships. In 

its statement, the ministry said the report the international mission would prepare was of vita\ importance 

in revealing the facts of what happened during the attack. 

Around 30 people were injured when Israeli forces raided a Gaza-bound aid fiotilla on May 31. Eight Turkish 

citizens and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent were killed. 

The United Nations Human Rights Council set up the international fact-finding mission on June 2 to 

investigate the possibility that Israel violated 'international law - specifically international humanitarian and 

human rights law - when it attacked the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance supplies. 
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EU-US insensitive to Israel-killed activists disappoint Turkey 

UN draft resolution was adopted by 30 votes against 1 vote (that belonged to USA). EU countries 
abstained at the voting. 

Turkish Foreign Ministry said on Thursday that the United States objected and the European Union (EU) 
member countries abstained against the UN Human Rights Council's draft resolution regarding Israeli 
attack on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla. 

The ministry released a statement and said report of the fact-finding mission established by the UN 
Human Rights Council to investigate the raid in the international waters and its consequences which 
resulted in death of eight Turkish citizens and a U.S. citizen, was submitted to the Council on 

September 22. 

The draft resolution, submitted to the council by Pakistan on behalf of the 57 OIC-member states, was 
adopted by 30 votes against 1 vote (that belonged to USA). EU countries abstained at the voting. 

The statement said the UN Human Rights Council approved the report of the international fact-finding 
mission which was prepared in a professional and objective stance and adopted a draft resolution on 

September 2g pertaining to points on following of the report. 

"Despite evident EU principles on human rights, EU member countries, whose citizens were evacuated 

by Turkey following Israeli raid, used abstained vote and the United States, whose citizen was killed in 
the attack, used negative vote. Turkey was disappointed and conveyed its sensitivity on the matter to 
EU and the United States." 

The statement said, "assessments of the report that Israel's armed attack in the International waters 
was evidently illegal, that Israeli troops used excessive, unnecessary and unbelievable violence and the 
intervention seriously violated human rights law and rules of humanitarian law were Important. Turkey 
expects all the related parties, mainly Israel, to draw necessary lesson from the assessments in 

question," 

Nine people, including eight Turkish citizens and one U.S. citizen of Turkish descent, were killed when 

Israeli forces raided a Gaza-bound aid flotilla in international waters on May 31. Around 30 people were 
wounded in the attack. 

The UN Human Rights Council set up an international fact-finding mission on June 2 to investigate 

violations of international law, including international humanitarian and human rights law, resulting 

from the Israeli attack on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 
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Gaza flotilla: Statement b 
31 May 2010 
This regrettable incident was the 
result of an intentional 
provocation of forces which 
support Iran and its terrorist 
enclave, Hamas, in the Gaza 
Strip. 

!RELEASED IN FULL! 

Israel Prlme Minister Benjamin Netar1yahu 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 

[Translated from Hebrew] 

Last night a regrettable incident occurred, during which people were killed and others were 
injured. IDF soldiers who were compelled to defend !heir lives were also injured. This 
incident was the result of an intentional provocation of forces which support Iran and ils 
terrorist enclave, Hamas, in the Gaza Strip. This encJave, Hamas, has fired thousands of 
missiles at the State of Israel, and it is amassing thousands more, · 

This is a dear case of self-defense. Israel cannot allow the free flow of weapons, rockets 
and missiles to the terrorist base of Hamas in Gaza. It's a terrorist base supported by tran; 
it's already fired thousands of rockets at Israeli cities; lt seeks to smuggle in thousands 
more. and this is why Israel must inspecl the goods that come into Gaza. It's also a clear 
case of self-defense because as our soldiers were inspecting these ships, they were 
attacked - they were almost lynched. They were attacked with clubs, with knives, perhaps 
wlth live gunfire, a.nd they had to defend themselves - they were going to be killed. Israel 
will not allow its soldiers to be lynched and neither would any other self-respecting country. 

Our policy is simple. W€ say: any goods, any humanitarian aid to Gaza, can enter. What 
we wan1 to prevent·is their abilily to bring in war materiel - missiles, rockets, the means for 
constructing casings for missiles and rockets. This has been our policy and yesterday we 
told the flotilla - which was not a simple, innocent flotilla - to bring their goods into 
Ashdod. We told them that we would examine their cargo and allow those goods that could 
not be used as weapons or shielding materials for Hamas into Gaza, 

Five of the six ships accepted these terms without violence. Apparently, the sixlh ship, the 
largest, which had on board hundreds of people, had a premeditated plan to harm IDF 
soldiers. When the first soldiers dropped down onto the deck of the ship, they were 
attacked by a violent mob and were compelled to defend their lives. That is when the 
unfortunate events took place. 

We have a sitr1ple policy, which will continue. Tl1at policy is: we have no argurnent or fight 
with the population of Gaza. We are interested in allowing them to continue their regular 
routines. We want !o prevent <.iny humanitarian crisis in Gaza, but we are fighting the 

---htto:/!www.mfa.gov.illl\l!EA/Government/Sneeches*hv*lsraeli*leadersl20l0/Claza-flntill=.-10/-1.8/.?.0lO'---­
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Han1as organization, which threatens the citizens of Israel and fires missiles at Israeli cities. 
It is our duty to defend the citizens of Israel, protect Israel's cities and ensure the security of 
the State of Israel - and we will continue to do so. 

Statement following meeting with Canadian PM Stephen Harper (31 May 2010): 

Gaza has become a base for Hamas terrorists backed by Iran, from which they fire 
thousands of rockets into Israel. They're amassing thousands more rockets to fire at our 
cities, at our towns, at our children. Our pollcy is this: we try to let in all humanitarian goods 
into Gaza, all peaceful commodities - food, medicine and the like. What we want to prevent 
coming into Gaza are rockets, missiles, explosives and war materiel that could be used to 
attack our civilians. 

This is an ongoing policy and it was the one that guided our action yesterday. We to(d the 
flotilla of ships, we said: "You can take all your cargo. Put it in our port of Ashdod. We'll just 
terret out if there are any war materie!s and the rest wit\ go through." We succeeded doing 
1his peacefully with five of the six ships. The sixth ship, the largest, which had hundreds of 
people on it not only did not cooperate in this effort, they deliberately attacked the first 
soldiers that came on the ship. They were mobbed; they were clubbed; they were beaten; 
they were stabbed and there was even a report of gunfire. 

Our soldiers had to defend themselves, defend their lives or they would have been kffled, 
and regrettably, in this exchange at least ten people died. We regret this loss of life. We 
regret any of the violence that was there. I would like to wish speedy recovery to the 
wounded, including four of our own soldiers. 

Our policy was and will continue to be that we wlll let humanitarian aid, any kinds of goods 
that are meant for peace to the civilian population in Gaza. We have no quarrel with the 
people of Gaza. We do have a conflict with the terrorist regime of Hamas, supported by 
Iran. We want 1o maintain a situation were we prevent weapons and raw materials from 
coming into Gaza. That is our rTiain task. 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MF A/Government/Speeches+by+Israeli+leaders/20 I 0/Gaza flotill ... I 0/18/20 I 0 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-_2010-04163 Doc No. C18751292 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02401

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751293 Date: 06/27/2012 
,, T.fictay's Zaman, your gateway to Turkish daily news Page I of 3 

/RELEASED IN FUfg 

Upcoming aid ship convoy may stoke tensio between Turkey and Egypt ' 
The Turkish Humanitarian Aid Foundation (iH , r..with-sevenrloffier 
international nongovernmental organizations, is planning to sail to Gaza with 
seven aid ships to draw attention to the embargo on the besieged area, but 
Egyptian and Palestinian diplomatic sources warn that such a move could create 
diplomatic problems and may not actually be beneficial to the people of Gaza.· 

The diplomatic sources recalled that a similar 
move by the Viva Palestina convoy last 
December caused problems and said this time the 
problems could be even more severe. 

Tue December convoy, which carried British, 
Arab and Turkish aid to Gaza, first went to 
Aqaba, situated far from Gaza. Egyptian 
authorities did not allow the convoy to cross 
Egypt and directed it to El Arish, the closest harbor to Gaza, Demonstrations 
against Cairo were held in Turkey at that time. 

iHH spokesman Salih Bilici said their goal this time is to enter Gaza via the Gaza 
harbor and that while they are aware of possible problems, they don't have an 
alternative plan. "We don't have a plan B, C or D. We have decided to reach to 
Gaza by sea and enter via its port," he told Sunday's Zaman. 

He said they bought two ships for this purpose, one passenger vessel with a 
1,083-person capacity, and a cargo vessel that can hold 3,500 tons. British NGOs 
will contribute two ships to the fleet, Greece one ship and Irish NGOs will send 
another. It is expected that five ships carrying aid to Gaza will set sail near the 
end of May. 

Bilici said that in addition to medical aid, the ships would carry construction 
materials. "We are taking construction materials as a symbolic gesture. Since the 
war, construction materials have not been allowed in; there are many government 
buildings, schools and hospitals in Gaza that were devastated. We want to convey 
the message that 'they are destroying, we ate rebuilding'," Bilici said. · 

Bilici claims that Israel does not have any right to prevent them from entering 
Gaza's port but said that Israel might find an excuse: 

"They could find some pretexts, like holding military exercises, for not letting.us 
reach Gaza. But we will. We will enter Gaza by sea via the Gaza port. We are 
determined," he said. According to Israeli sources, it is not possible to enter Gaza 
by sea, and additionally construction materials are not allowed in under any . 
circumstances. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

"We think those kinds of convoys are political. They are more directed at 
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political propaganda and less directed at humanitarian aid," Amit Zarouk, a 
spokesperson at the Israeli Embassy in Ankara, told Sunday's Zaman. 

He claimed that there is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza now, that electricity to the 
area is supplied by Israel, that exports are allowed from Gaza, that hundreds of 
trucks carrying food enter Gaza every day and that all sorts of medical aid is free 
to enter Gaza. 

"But there are well-known ways to do this, and these are the ways used by the 
UN aid agencies, other international organizations and the Turkish Red Crescent. 
There are two gates to Gaza, Kami and Kerem Shalom. The sea route is not 
acceptable for us," he said. 

Zarouk underlined that the cement and iron will not be allowed to enter Gaza 
under any circumstances. "Those kinds of materials, instead of making houses for 
people, are used for building bunkers and reinforcing the anned capacity of 
Hamas and also constructing tunnels for smuggling weapons," he said. When he 
was asked what would happen if the ships tries to enter Gaza, Zarouk answered 
that he couldn't say at the moment. 

"This propaganda is not acceptable, and we will deal with it accordingly," he 
said. 

In the past, Israel had two tactics: Either the Israeli Navy would force ships to 
dock at the Port of Ashdod in Israel, unload the aid and after inspecting it send to 
Gaza or force ships to tum back to open sea. According to Palestinian 
Ambassador to Turkey Nabil Maarouf, Israel would never let such an aid fleet 
enter Gaza, and the fleet will be forced to alter its route to dock at the El-Arish 
port. If this is the case, the ambassador noted, such a situation could create 
diplomatic problems. 

Egyptian Ambassador to Turkey Abderahman Salaheldin told Sunday's Zaman 
that the rules are very clear on sending humanitarian aid to Gaza: 

"First of all they need to notify us ahead of time about their plans and give us 
details of their humanitarian aid. Medical supplies will go to the Refah crossing, 
but the non-medical assistance has to be coordinated with Israel," he said and 
added that so far they had not received any request from the iHH or the other 
NGOs. 

The Egyptian ambassador recalled that any initiative aiming to help the 
Palestinian cause should remember that Israel wants to make the division of 
Palestine at Gaza and the West Bank in order to prevent the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state. Ambassador Salaheldin added that they are 
constantly sending aid to Gaza and working for the reconciliation of Palestine, 
which would be in the best interests of the Palestinians. 

"To supply humanitarian aid is only one part of efforts to help our Palestinian 
brothers. We should be working hand-in-hand for peace and an independent 
Palestine state. If the Turkish public is not well educated in the situation, we will 

hnp,;/i'YWW :!g~!!Y§~(!.'!!!!!h~gm!l!:~ W!)g/ !M!.ly 1~r,QR?!g~g=pfin!§f!in!\7"l97Q§9§fy!!.WAQ'=" 41!71~0 1 0 
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lack the support of this very energetic public for this cause," he said and added 
that everybody should understand the laws and international obligations of Egypt 
and no one should put Egypt in the same boat with Israel the occupier. 

The iHH 's Bilici said that they were aware of the fact that both Israel and Egypt 
might try to prevent them from entering but argued that since their motive is 
humanitarian and they have the support of 42 countries' NGOs, these two 
countries will be obliged to step back. 

"Last time Egypt was criticized by the international community, especially by the 
Arab and Islamic media. We don't think they will repeat this," Bilici said. When 
he was asked if they had ever communicated with Israeli and Egyptian authorities 
about their planned trip, he said no. 

Last time Egyptian authorities directed the convoy to the port of El Arish, where 
scuffles broke out between members of the convoy and the Egyptian police after 
part of the convoy was barred from entering Gaza. Violence erupted during 
solidarity protests held by Palestinians in Gaza awaiting the convoy's arrival, 
resulting in the death of an Egyptian policeman. Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Ahmed About Gheit described the aid convoy as "farcical" and said the country 
would no longer allow such solidarity convoys and that from now on all aid to 
Gaza must be handled by the Red Crescent at El Arish. 

Ambassador Maaroufwamed that the same scenes could be repeated, that such a 
move might cause diplomatic problems and that the Palestinians might not be 
benefit from the aid. · 

"I have another proposal, and I am discussing it with the NGOs," Ambassador 
Maaruf said and explained his suggestion as follows: "I am suggesting we gather 
the Turkish, Palestinian and Egyptian Red Crescents, form a convoy, but not of 
ships, raise the three flags and coordinate it together and enter Gaza. This way 
the ultimate aim of helping Gaza will be achieved. The three Red Crescents can 
directly distribute food to the people. This will also serve to enhance relations 
between Egypt and Turkey, instead of creating problems in Ankara-Cairo 
relations." 

When Bilici was asked about this suggestion, he said their journey aims to enter 
Gaza via the Gaza seaport. "We are not calculating anything but to enter Gaza. 
We are determined to do it, because by sea it is possible to carry more aid than 
over land. Secondly we want to show the world that it is possible to break the 
embargo for humanitarian reasons," he said. 

l l.04.2010 

News 
AY$E KARABAT 
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Flotilla to be launched in May 

Flot/II" to b., /;wnch~d In M,iy 

Activists with different religions and lan9ua9es gathered at the IHH 
head office to discuss the forthcoming humanitarian flotilla to Gaza. 
They will be sailing to Gaza in ships this May. IHH President spoke 
resolutefy: "We can sleep ;n the ships for mon 
The JHH-led campaign "Palestine Our Destination, Freedom Our Load" was 
launched with a meeting at the foundation's headquarters, BUlent Y1fd1rim, 
chairman of the IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation, a number of activists 
from Greece, Britain, 1he United States and Indonesia, Cihat GOkdemlr, head 
of Mazlum-Der lstanb1,1I Branch, TGTV Chairman Necatl Ceylan, Erol Erdoll,an, 
rstanbul provincial head of Saadet Party, Bayram J(aracan, Istanbul provincial 
head of BBP, two Palestinians being treated In Turkey and scores of people 
were present at the press conference, 

These medicines and dla.lysls machines not avallable In Gaza 

Showing medicines and dialysis machine in front of him, Y1ld1nm said "These 
medicines used by cancer patients and this dialysis machine used by people 
suffering from kidney failure are not available In Gaza. These are just two 
simpl~ examples. Even basic humanitarian stuff is not allowed into Gaza 
under the embargo, This embargo is sanctioned neither by the International 
law nor human conscience. Unfortunately, it has been in effect for four 
years. We will sail in May to break the embargo." 

Y1td1nm noted they had been campaigning in various countries to promote 
the flotilla initiative and they were receiving new participants each d11;y, 

V1k:11nm: We can sleep In the ships for months Ir needed 

Ogedan Ytld1nm stated the IHH had purchased a passenger s.hlp with the capacity of 
Ruanda 1,080 persons and a cargo sliip that can carry 3,500 tons of cargo, "The last 
Senegal _______ t_im_ecc_w_e_t_ra~d to Palestine ovEJrland we said we could even sleep in the 
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desert. And now we are saying we can sleep !n the ships for months. If Israel 
keeps us ar the sea, it wm be the losing side. This will lead to more reporting 
about the embargo. Israel has become very isolated at the international 
levet. lf Israel has a humane side as ft da!ms, It has to let us enter Gaza. 
Then the world will say 'Israel also has a llumane side.' This flotilla will serve 
as a test of sincerity for Israel. If it fires at our ships, it will be interpreted as 
declaration of war on our countries. Israel and Egypt should permit tllis 
lnternat\ona! movement," h.e added. 

We are doing what our states should be doing 

Another parcicipant Huwalda Arraf, spokeswoman of the Free Gaza 
Movement, is a Ramallah-born Palestinian Chrlstlan married to a Jew. Arraf 
recalled they had sailed for Palestine Jn ships three tlmes in the past. 

She expressed pride for being part of the initiative and said; uA humanitarian 
tragedy is unfolding in Gaza and governments of world countries are 
remaining silent to it. We are doing now what our governments should be 
doing. We know it well that the powl!r of humanity fighting for human rights 
Is much stronger than arms.. We managed to deliver aid to Gaza before and 
we were given a hero's welcome. The truth is the real heroes are the people 
of Gaza, who are resisting. We had promised them we would return in a 
bigger movement and we are going to keep our promise witli this 
organization," 

Israel fired at our ships In earlier attempts, Arraf said and added ulsrael fired 
and :oank our sMp. But we were not dlscouraged. We organized three flotillas 
of aid ships a11d achieved to reach Gaza at the third attempt. And we are 
now sailing with the IHH to mali;e the embargo meaningless." 

'We are ashamed of our governments' silence' 

Representing Greece's Ship to Gaza organization at the press conference, 
Vangelios Ptsslas said they were ashamed of their governments' silence on 
the issue. The Palestinian question Is unifying and lessons should be learnt 
from the resistance of Gaz<1, he indk~ted. The Greek activist said irrelevant 
problems berween regian.:il countries should be made history and urged 
Mediterranean countries to unite. against the Israeli aggrl!~Sion. 

700 died from crnba1go 

Ma2en Kehil, representative: of tlie European Campaig11 to End tile Siege of 
Gaza, recalled 700 Palestinians had died because of the embargo and called 
for unity of world countrles on the Gaza issue. The ships wm not be carrying 
arms but only humanitarian supplies, Kehil noted and urged all cotmtries to 
support the flotilla. Indonesian activist Nur Fitri said they were taking part in 
the cirganization to prove the Indonesian people are standing by the 
Palestinian people and added they were planning to found a hospita' tn 
Gaza. 

Palestine Our Destination, Humanltarlal'I Aid Our Load 

The campaign with the slogan "Palestine Our Destination, Humanitarlan A!d 
Our Load" Includes seven ships in total, two from Turkey, two from Britain, 
one. from Greece and one from lre~and. Tlie. goal of the. campaign ts to 
support the Palestinian people, to show that arbitrary Israeli blockade is not 
recogniied, to prove that the embargo can be leg.ally broken, to put 
pressure on Egypt to open Rafah border, and to deliver humanitarian 
suppr1es. 

The ships will be carrying ton:.; of medication, medical equipment. cement 
and iron. Houses, hospitals .and schools. that were damaged in the last Israeli 
offensive have not been repaired yet, because Israel and Egypt do not fet 
construction materials into Gaza under the embargo. 

I ~ was organized by lst;inbul Pe~ce 
E•rr.&drnn .. t 
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The flotilla of pas.r;enger and cargo vessels is expected to set sail in May. The 

vessels will be carrying over 1,000 passengers to Palestlne including human 

rights advocates, activists, representatives of dvll society, journalists arid 

artists. 

IHH president stated that shlp~owners were refusing to rent their vessels for 
security concerns and they, therefore, decided to pLJrchase vessels for the 
organi:zation, He said: ~The IHH has so far purchased two vessels. one 
passenger boat and one cargo ship. They were financed by donation.r; to the 

Pall;'stlne fund. Mavl Marmara passenger ship was purchased at TRY 

1,800,00() and the cargo st'iip al. TRY 850,GGG. t,i\a\ll Marmara has the 

capacity to carry 200 tons and 1,080 passengers. And the cargo ship has a 

capacity of 3,500 tons. The flotllla will also be joined by three vessels from 
Britain, one from Greece and one from lre!and. There. wl!l be seve11 vessels in 

total." 

Respo11ding to the question 'What will be done with the ships after the 

organization?" Y1ld1nm said 'The ships will be used in future ald fiotlllas. 
And after the removal of the embargo they will be donated to the Palestinian 

people." 

Route of flotilla 

Passenger ships will depart from Istanbul and sail for Gaza in International 
waters, calling at the ports of Antalya, Kyrenia and Famagusta. The ships 

laden with relief supplies, however, will call at Istanbul and Mersin ports. 
Some of relid supplles will be toaded to ships, ln lstanbul, while those 

collected in Anatolian cities will be loaded in Mersin. The journey wfll take 

between 1 Oto 15 days depending on weather condition and possible Israeli 

hurdles. 

What supplies will be carried In shlr,>s? 

Many relief supplies that (l.te not allowed Into Gaza because of embargo will 

be carried in ships, Including construction materials such as c:ement. iron, 
ere., generators {over I 00 KW). MR devices (preferably new or Jess than two 

years old). ultrasound machines, dentist chairs and equiprn~nt. CBC blood 
testing and d~vlces (preferably new or less than three years old), and electric 

wheelchairs. The participants will return to Turkey itl the same !>hips after 
delivering relrefsUpplles to Gaza. 

II 
111111 
II Iii II 

IHH lnsani 'Tard1m Vakf1 
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Telefon:+902126312121 Faks:+902126217051 
E-Posta: info[at]ihh.org.tr 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

[RELEASED IN FULLj 

Howard, Jeremiah 11Jerry" 
Friday, February 11, 20116:28 PM 
Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J 

Subject: 
Ahn, Michael; Godfrey, Anthony F; Witmer, Kami A 
FW: Mavi Marmara; TRT (4) 

Jale's final installment on Turkey's Mavi Marmara report. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.' 

From: Ersoy, Jale 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 5:06 PM 
To: Ersoy, Jale; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: RE: Mavi Marmara; TRT ( 4) 

Israeli soldiers moved !he route toward Ashrod port and during this hours long 
j0l.1rney passengers were subject to serious physical. verbal and psychological 
maltreatment; 
Maltreatment continued during transfers to prisons/hospitals and Ben Gurion 
Airport as they were deported; 
During this process all passengers were subject to intensive violence by Israeli 
forces; · 
The attack on the ships violated the rights of the passengers to live, their security. 
They did arbitrary detentions and arrests and inflicted torture and inhumane 
treatment; 

The sanctions requested in the Report follow: 
Israel is responsible for the compensation of the losses that it inflicted; 
It is necessary to condemn the attack of Israel. 

[The end) 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

From: Ersoy, Jale 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:58 PM 
To: Ersoy, Jale; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: Mavi Marmara; TRT (3) 

The AA carried excerpts from Turkey's Mavi Marmara report. Highlights follow: 

\<-70!, 
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Israel did not abide by the agreement reached among the U.S., Israel and Turkey 
before the flotilla took off (which required the route to be toward Egypt's El Aris 
port in case of a confrontation by Israel); 
Once clashes began Israel forced forced the boat to sail toward Israel; 
In the 45-article "Conclusion" part of Turkey's report the Turkish Commission 
stressed that it reached some objective and legal conclusions; 
The stressed that the humanitarian assistance convoy was a '.'civilian initiative" 
with peaceful intensions. It did not pose a threat to Israel; 
The passengers were subiect to all border and customs controls; 
There was no firearms on board; 
Israel, before confronting the boat, did not try to inspect or search the ship and 
Israelis cut the communication among the vessels, something that put the ships 
and passengers at risk; 
The attack took place 72 miles to the closest shore, in other words, in 
international waters; 
Nine passengers died and Israel violated the basic right to live: 
Five of those who died were shot at close range in the head. Furkan Dogan 
received five bullets including three in the head. First bullet hit his foot and when 
he fell down, two Israeli soldiers kicked him and then shot him in an execution 
style; 
Photographer Cevdet Kiliclar was shot from a long range in the forehead. In the 
nine dead passengers there were 30 bullets; 
More than 50 passengers were injured and one still is in coma; 
The Israeli forces, who used helicopters, zodiac boats, submarines. frigates and 
commandoes did not fire in the air for warning that it might use force; 
As Israeli soldiers by using zodiacs tried to board the ship they opened fire; 
Passengers panicked and they tried to legitimately defend themselves; 
In response Israel did not reevaluate the situation; 
Israel used real ammunition against the passengers; 
Israeli soldiers continued to fire despite the fact that passengers showed white 
flags: 
Israeli soldiers attacked the other boats as well and number of injured was more 
than 70. Nobody used firearms against Israeli aggressors; 

[more to follow) 
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"TRT News" reported that Turkey today submitted its final "Mavi Marmara Report" to the 
UN. . 

The highlight of the report was that Israel used excessive force and fired at; close range. 

The TRT correspondent in Israel noted that Tel Aviv would disclose the second part of its 
report soon. The UN HR Commissioner today held a press conference and said that 
they asked Israel to cooperate with the UN on this issue. The second part of the report is 
expected to focus on the mistakes of Israel. 

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Ersoy, lale 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:21 PM 
To: Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: RE: Mavi Marmara; TRT 

Amb Mithat Rende, the Turkish official briefed the media on their Mavi Marmara report. 

They found out that there was no firearms on the Turkish ships that took off from the 
Turkish ports. The-three Israeli soldiers were carrying firearms and those on the ship· 
threw those weapons in the sea. 

The right to live was violated. Five of those who died were shot at close range. When 
Furkan Dogan, Turkish-American citizen, when injured was kicked and then shot and 
killed. Another was shot in the forehead. Around 50 were injured, including one still in 
coma. 

Israel used a serious force. zodiacs, helicopters. boats. 

If Israel wanted, it could have stopped the filatillo peacefully. Unfortunately it did not 
try to stop it peacefully. One reason might be to create fear and deter future such 
attempts. 

The Israeli side claimed that the passengers attacked its soldiers. This is true. Passengers 
were terrorized when they were subject to firing. So passenger, whom we talked to, 
thought that they all would be killed and tried to protect themselves. 

Another mistake by Israel was, when confronted by such a reaction from passengers 
Israel should have stopped and made a reevaluation. 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED Printed By: Witmer, Kami A 
Page 3 of4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751295 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02411

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751295 Date: 06/27/2012 

.CLASSffICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

The "TRT News" stopped live broadcast here. 
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From: Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry" 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:08 PM 
To: Ersoy, Jale 
Cc: Ahn, Michael 
Subject: Mavi Marmara; TRT 

Joie: 

NTV is airing a program now on the Mavi Marmara report. Would you monitor for us, 
please. 

Thank you. 

-- Jeny 

Jeremiah Howard 
Deputy Political Counselor 
Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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!RELEASED IN FULL] 

From: Guido, Deborah L 

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 9:19 AM 

To: Jeffrey, James F; Ankara-PMA-DL 

Subject: Crowley on Turkish Rejection of Israel! Commission, June 14 PB 

Excerpt Press Briefing on Monday, June 14: Crowley on Turkish Rejection of Israeli Commission -
repeating this 

QUESTION: Thank you. The Government of Israel, according to the White House yesterday, took an important 

step forward in proposing an independent public commission to investigate the circumstances of the recent tragic 
events aboard the flotilla headed for Gaza. Could you please explain for us why this independent public commission 
is an important step forward? Was that something that the U.S. side had encouraged the Israelis to unveil? And 

what would be the U.S. involvement in that commission going forward? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, first of all, this commission was set up by the Israeli Government. We've had 

conversations with the Israeli Government about how to assure the credibility and partiality that were called upon in 
the presidential statement of the UN Security Council. But these Were Israeli decisions. l think the commission is­
will be led by a respected Israeli jurist. There will be international participation through the - a Nobel Laureate 

from Northern Ireland and a judge advocate from Canada. 

So we believe that Israel certainly, as a govemment, has the institutions and certainly the capability to conduct a 
credible, impartial, and transparent investigation. Sol think this is an important step forward in what is called for in 
the UN Security Council presidential statement. That said, we're not going to prejudge the process or the outcome. 

QUESTION: Wait. Just to be clear, you said that the U.S. encouraged - spoke with the Israelis about ways to 
encourage international participation? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, we were completely supportive of the UN Security Council presidential statement calling 
for a transparent, impartial, credible investigation. And we think what Israel announced yesterday is a step in that 
direction. 

Q"QE]T_!@:_ Q'! _t!l_e ~~\lle-jgplc'i_-_}.'he 'fil;\is_!>~Q9y~~e111.s~id toda~ tll~y-""-~~ =not sai1sfi0:c!"_):iiili = !!>i.S. 
...... - ------- ---- -- - - ------------- -------- -- -----·---- ·-·- ---- ·- -· .;r-_ ---- .. 
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:M.ii~~~O:W.~~-y; ~~W.@,JllfkCY.~:~ _ctnY]QY~~i~ _ ~~~n-~: ~ii a_ ri~L~Q-£0Q~~~l i_~_ ~~~ ii}ve~s!ig3f1q_n_ --! 'iii Iloi 
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·---~·-- --....--- .. -~------- ·------- --------·-- ~ ,_ - - -- - ______ ,_ - - - t.. -·- ~-- - . -
discussions with the Israeli Government, we understand that there are a number of countries, the United States 
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~~y~~~t~ 
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QUESTION: Okay. So all of this talk about you guys and the UN supporting some kind of an international, 
separate probe other than the Israeli one is not correct? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, [mean, I'm not aware that the Secretary General has yet made any decisions on steps that 

the UN might take. 

QUESTION: Well, that means that you would be willing to support something that the Secretary General wmes up 

with? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, again, we'll listen to what the Secretary General has in mind and make a' judgment at that 

time. 

QUESTION: There are reports of aid ships from Iran that have departed recently with ao intention to break the 
blockade. What advice or what - how should the Israelis respond to this one since you had very .strong views on 

how they responded last time? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, look. We are going to - we are continuing to work with Israel, Egypt, aod others to try to 
figure out how to expand the amount of assistance to the people of Gaza. We think there are bener ways to do this 
than what !ran has perhaps announced. 

QUESTION: Are you considering-· 

QUESTION: Well, but- hold on. Specifically wW1 regard to the reports of these ships coming, 1 mean, how-· 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, l meao, [ran does not have a particularly constructive role in Gaza.· It's a divisiye 
country. I suspect very strongly that its intentions here are not humanitarian in nature. But we are focusing our 
efforts, working to see how we can, through the land borders between Israel and Gaza and Egypt and Gaza1 increase 
the amount of assistance to the people of Gaza? 

QUESTION: Are you suggesting that the ships are not carrying the humanitariao aid that they claim to be 
canying? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, l mean, [don't know. 

QUESTION: Or that they (inaudible) carrying? 
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MR. CROWLEY: But that is - that remains a - it remains a very legitimate concern that Israel have. They have, 
in fact, in the past, intercepted ships that were canying weapons and armaments that have been used to threaten the 
Israeli people. But we think through land routes is a much more effective way of increasing the flow of 
humanitarian assistance while being able to protect Israel's security interests. 

QUESTION: But what I'm trying to understand is whether Y,ou believe these ships are carrying some sort of 
weapons or ~~ 

MR. CROWLEY: I do not know .. 

Deborah L Guido 
Spokesperson 
U.S. Embassy Ankara 
Offlce: 90-312-457-7312 
Cell: 90 0532 341-2862 
Emal/: guidodl@state.gov 
U.S .. fmbassy .. Web Page 
Visjt us_on.Faceboc:>k 
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From: Schrank, Alexander D 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 7:05 PM 
To: Guido, Deborah L; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Godfrey, 

Anthony F; Witmer, Kami A; Dayton, Win (Istanbul) 
Subject: FW: Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel's investigation into the flotilla 

incident 

Fyi ... in case you have not yet seen ... 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Baily, Jess L 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 11:05 AM 
To: EUR-SE-DAR-DL 
Subject: FW: Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel's investigation into the flotilla Incident 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Katsoulos, Athena 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 8:13 AM 
To: EUR-FO-DL; EUR-Directors-DL; EUR-SE-DAR-DL 
Cc: EUR-Press 
Subject: FW: Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel's investigation into the flotilla incident 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: State Department Press Office [mailto:Press@state.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 7:39 AM 
Subject: FW: Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel's Investigation into the flotilla incident 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 13, 2010 

Statement by the Press Secretary on Israel's investigation into the flotilla incident 

Today, the Government oflsrael took an important step forward in proposing an independent 
public commission to investigate the circumstances of the recent tragic events on board the 
flotilla headed for Gaza. Through a presidential statement of the United Nations Security 
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Council, the United States joined the international community in condemning those acts which 
Jed to nine fatalities and many injuries on board the flotilla, and supporting the completion of a 
prompt, impartial, credible, and transparent investigation. 

We believe that Israel, like any other nation, should be allowed to undertake an investigation into 
events that involve its national security. Israel has a military justice system that meets 
international standards and is capable of conducting a serious and credible investigation, and the 
structure and terms of reference oflsrael's proposed independent public commission can meet 
the standard of a prompt, impartial, credible, and transparent investigation. But we will not 
prejudge the process or its outcome, and will await the conduct and findings of the investigation 
before drawing further conclusions. 

While Israel should be afforded the time to complete its process, we expect Israel's commission 
and military investigation will be carried out promptly. We also expect that, upon completion, its 
findings will be presented publicly and will be presented to the international community. 

### 
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MilitaryMStrategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

Operation Sea Breeze 

~ummary and Background 
;:.·. 

May 3 I''. - June 5th 
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The Broader Context 

MilitaryaStrategic Information Section 

Strategic Division II Israel Defense Forces 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

............... ~(:>~~----.... """~~ ................. """'<:))--............. ..a(~~ ...................... ~~ .................. -4~~ ......... -
Unilateral 

Disengagement 
PA Eleaions 

Sha/it Kidnapped 

Refusal of International 
Community Conditions: 

Hamas Coup State of Calm Operation Cast Lead Increased 
deterrence 

Military Buildup 

• Cessation of hostile terrorist activity against ls.rael 
• Recognition of agreements b.etween Israel and the PA 
• Recognition of the State of Israel's right to exist 

Unclassified II Slide 3 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751298 Date: 06/27/2012 



StateDept02420

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751298 Date: 0612712012 

The Naval Blockade on Gaza 

Military~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division// Israel Defense Forces 

• Israel enforces certain restrictions aimed at ensuring its 
security, by preventing Hamas military buildup. This is subject 

to ongoing scrutiny by the Supreme Court. 

Under International Law, naval blockades is a legitimate mean in 
armed conflicts. Its use requires the fulfillment of a number of 
conditions: 

Declaration The date t~e blockade begins, the. duration and location must be notifi!'<f to every affect~d · 
country, [lsraei,began ihe blockade, on 03/0 I /09] . . . . . ;:: 

Effectiveness 

Impartiality 

Purpose 

Proportionality 

Neutral Access 

A State that declares'a naval blockade must enforce it in practice 

Blockades must be applied impartially to.vessels ofall States 

The goal ~f the bloclflde niust not be to punish the,,population or refuse supplies vital fo; 

its survival. · 

The damage to the population must n·ot .exceed the military advantage. . . 

A naval blockade must not bar access to the ports and coasts of neutral States 
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Humanitarian Status in Gaza 

In coordination with the PA and NGOs, supplies and 

goods are transferred on a daily basis to the Gaza Strip, 

extending beyond the requirements of international 
. . 

law. Israel continues .to assist in ensuring that .basic water 

and infrastructure · requirements in Gaza exist, allowing 

equipment transfers when necessary. 

Military-Strategic Information Section 

Strace,gic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

Weekly Transfers (30/5-5/6) 

Trucks: 464 · 

Tons: 12,413 

Medical Evacs: 373. 

· Fuel: 1.06 ~mion liters 

Transfers in 2009 

Trucks: 30, 920 

Tons: 736,576 

Medical Evacs: I 0,544 

NGO Personnel: 21,200 

Pictures of a Gaza Market (2009) 
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. Hamas and Humanitarian Aid 
f 

Military~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

Ha mas seeks to create an illusion of a humanitarian crisis within the Ga:za Strip. This 

relies largely on preventing the entry or distribution of aid and exploitation of the aid for its own 

purposes, achieving political and military gains at the expense of Gaza residents. 

Recent Examples 

While the Hamas charges Gaza residents for electricity, it has 

refused to transfer the money to the PA for fuel, leading to a 

Hamas instigated reduction in transfer. 

Using Molotov cocktails, radical elements in Gaza set fire to a 

· UNRWA camp (23/5,10), apparently due to the non-religious 

agenda of the camp. 

In mid-May 2010, the H<1mas razed dozens. of homes within the 

Gaza Strip, beating civilians who refused to leave them. 

Jn early June 20 I 0, Hamas forces raided and shut down 

numerous NGO charities in the Gaza Strip. UN officials 

expressed concern. 

Pictures of the Burnt UNRWA 
Children's Camp 
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Military~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

On April 28th, a number of organizations, led by the Turkish-based IHH, announced that 

they intended to sail a· flotilla to the Gaza Strip coast to breach the naval 

blockade imposed in January, 2009. 

The flotilla aimed to reach Gaza with ap~~oximately I 0 l 
ships, departing from south of Cyprus on May 24th. I 

- ~ .. ' . 
- . .. ~ 

I 

This was the Jrd flotilla since the blockade was imposed. 

Two flotillas attempting to breach the blockade 

since have been stopped. Humanitarian supplies i 

.aboard transferred to Gaza by the land crossings. J 
The optiori of transferring supplies via the la.nd crossings was conveyed, even suggesting 

that the organizers oversee the transfer. This was declined by the organizers, who. 

declared that the purpose of the flotilla was to breach the blockade. Israel 

unequivocally conveyed that ships would not be permitted to breach the blockade. 

- . ---
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Enforcing Naval Blockades 

MilitaryMStrategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

- ' . . . ' - ' ..... -. ~ . ', 

·- .. -...... . Attempted Breacl;iing o.fthe Blockade . - - ' - •. . ., - . .. .. .- " 

The entry of a vessel into a blockaded area without permission constitutes a breach of 

a naval blockade. According to International Law, if there are reasonable grounds to 

believe that a vessel has breached the blockade,· it may be captured. If the vessel 

refuses to stop, use of force is permissible. 

Moreover, a vessel may be captured when attempting to breach .a naval blockade if 

there are reasonable grounds to believe that the vessel intends to breach it, even 

before the v.esse.1 reaches the blockaded area In such a case, the capture must 

take place ou.tside of territorial waters of neutral states. 

' ' Attempted breach of blockade occurs from the time a ' ' 
vessel or aircra~ leaves a port or airfield with the intention 

of evading the blockade ... 

The Commander's Handbook on the Law 
of Naval Operations, US Navy 
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Military~Strategic Information Section 

Diplomatic Efforts to Avoid the Use of Force Str.3.tegic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

Prior to the operation, a multi-pronged diplomatic effort was made in to prevent the 

flotilla from attempting to breach the naval blockade: 
. :> '.~ .- '. -. . --. . - "; .. ·' . ;• ~:.< ' :- ;:.·· . 

1 ' . ... MF~ and Otliers . 
. :·' 

' 
. 

Messages conveyed to relevant countries. ~ 
Meetings on working levels and higher in J 
relevant countries 

lsra~li D~f~nse F;;rc~s -"!' 
. -~ ·- - . .. -· 

Meeting be~-:;- Navy --~:nning and l. 
Organization Department and relevant foreign I 
attaches . · J 

[Message conveyed· to flotilla organizers I 
Personal meeting b~tWeen Navy Commanderj·n. 

Chief and relevant attaches ---
Written messages conveyed . to all foreign 1 Letter from Navy CoC . sent t~-- relevant ·naval 

I CoCs. delegates in Israel 

Messages prior 

to interception 

and boarding 

Reiteration of blockade 

Offer to transfer humanitarian supplies through Ashdod 

Warning that necessary measures would be taken if course unchanged 

Warning that ship would be boarded barring change 
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Naval Warnings 

Insert Video 

Naval Warnings Prior to Interception 

Military~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division II Israel Defense Forces 
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Name 

Max. Speed 

Flag 

Passengers 

Name 

Max. Speed 

Flag 

Passengers 

Participating Boats 

Militaty~Stl"'ategic Information Section 

Strac:egic Division JI Israel Defense Forces 

=-------------""""""==---· 

Mavi Marmara Gazze Challenger I Sfendonh 

IS knots 13 knots 20 knots 15 knots 

Comoros Turkey Unknown 
(Hoisted US flag) Togo 

561 18 17 48 

Defne Y Sofia Rachel Corrie 

13 knots 12.S knots 12.5 knots 

Kiribati Greece Cambodia 

21 30 19 
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IHH 

Military-Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division II Israel Defense Forces 

The IHH (/nsani Yardim Vakfi) is a radical Islamic organization established in 1992, 

formally registered in Istanbul ( 1995) and led by Bulent Yildrim. While its activities 

include legitimate humanitarian activity, it also includes the support of radical Islamic 

·terrorist organizations: 

(9) 
Ham as 

The IHH openly supports the 

Hamas, as a member of the Union 

of Good (UoG), which supports 

Hamas institutes in the PA. UoG 

was defined a terrorist entity by 

the US government in 2008. 

Global lihad 

IHH has links with the GJ in the Middle 

East, as well as Syr'ia, Iraq, Afghanistan and 

Chechnya. A CIA report (1996) exposed 

the IHH's connection with extremist 

groups- It also provided aid to a terrorist 

planning an attack in the US (2000} 

al-Qaeda 

In 2006, a Danish research 

group showed IHH 

involvement in recruitment, the 

purchase of weapons and the 

planning of attacks for al­

Qaeda. 

IHH provided 40 core activists, three boats, including the Mavi Marmara, as well as aid to the 

Hamas regime in preparing t6 re~eive the flotilla~ B.ulent Yildrim also admitted to having chiidren 

and elderly on board as a deliberate huma~ shields {30 ·May) 
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The IHH and Turkey 
-.;-·, -'~'"-_ -_, __ .~:· __ .. ·-.-;- -- ,., .-.. -'--~.:- .... ~---~-',·~-·-.:-- .... :;. ,- : ' .. · . 

Core gr!'>up;'.of4? JflH ,'.1.ctivists oji Mayi fV!ar/Tiarc1: 

Boarded without security inspection in Istanbul 

Hierarchy based on regional coordinators. Wore 

security badges during journey and carried radio 

communication devices 

~T::o:'::p=d=e=c=k=r=e=st=r=ic=te=d=to=IH==H=ac=c=e=s=s=a=lo=n:'::e====~ 
\ Conducted instructional briefing regarding resistance 

dJring the boarding process. . 

Gas masks 
and Turkish 

military vests 
used by IHH 

activists 

Military-Strategic Information Section 

Straregic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

• • 

Elements in the Turkish government 

continue to defend and praise the IHH, 

despite the organization's terrorist 
affiliations and the blatant, organized 
attack on Israeli soldiers. 

I 
Turkey refused to nine separate Israeli I 
requests to provide security oversight 

I 
over the ships' loading, unlikj'! other 

countries which provided oversight. 

The Mavi Marmara was acquired from a 

Turkish company (IDO), created in 1987 

hv the Istanbul municinolitv. 

Interviews with passengers aboard reveal 

that the Turkish government aided the 

flotilla prior to its departure. 
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Other Terrorist Links 

Military~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

While internal investigations continue, it is becoming more and more evident that 

individuals affiliated with terrorist groups were aboard the boat: 

Armed 
Groups 

A large number of passengers involved in the extreme violence were found without any 

identification papers and with large thousands of Euros in envelopes, indicating that they 

may be mercenaries, or people wanted for unlawful activity, therefore hiding their 

identity. 

I Passengers I . . Specific passengers with known terror involvement: 

•Fatimah Mahdami - Iranian-born US resident caught smuggling into the Gaza Strip and an 

active member of Viva Palestine 

•Ken O'Keefe -British citizen;. operative in the Hamas organization; has attempted to 

enter Gaza to form a commando unit 

•Hassan lynasi - Turkish citizen; supported the Islamic Jihad financially 

•Hussein Urosh - Turkish citizen who sought to smuggle Al-Qaeda operatives into the 

Gaza Strip 

•Ahmed Umimon - French citizen of Moroccan origin; Hamas operative 
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Interception of the Ships 

Military-Strategic Information Section 

Stracegic Division JI Israel Defense Forces 

On 31 May, at 0428, after numerous warnings were given to ships approaching the 

Gaza Strip, clarifying that entrance to the blockaded area would not be allowed, the 

six ships were boarded. 

Mavi Marmara 

Challenger 

SFENDONH 

Gazze 

Sofia 

Defne Y 

~ 
~ 
~ 
· 1 s I 

~ 
:J:O 

: 8,;oardihg Preparation 

Soldiers boarding the boats were instructed personally 

by the Chief of the Navy to use the mfriimal 

amount of force necessary, ·as· befits operations 

involving civilians. They were equipped with paintball 

guns,. beanbag ammunition, tasers and stun grenades, 

as well as pistols to be used when facing a clear arid 

immediate threat to life. 

Despite some resistance from passengers on five boats (excluding the Mavi 

Marmara), no injuries or casualties were sustained. The boats were brought to Ashdod 

port without extraordinary incidents. 
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Violence Onboard Ship 

Military-Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division I/ Israel Defense Forces 

=---------""""'=====-- --

Insert Video 

Violence Before Boarding 
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Violence on the 'Mavi Marmara' 

MilitaryaStrategic Information Section 

Strategic Division I/ Israel Defense Forces 

.. . . ···. ·. . .... 

Soldie~s upon the MairiMarmara enco,untered organized, life-threatening 

· violence.Troops limited fire to aggressors alone; after non-lethal force faile~ to prove 

effective. Ail casualties resulted frdm attacks ilnmediately threatening 'the life Jf 

Israeli soldiers. 

Calls on the boat directed non-IHH members (including .16 

parliament members & 34 journalists) below deck prior to the IDF 

. boarding. Weapons were prepared and IHH members split into 

squads for the violent confrontation. 

IHH Violence Upon Boarding 
-

Soldiers were fired upon, thrown off the top deck, abducted, 

stabbed and attacked with metal ·rods, slingshots, and other 

weapons. Soldiers were forced to respond with force in I 
self-defense. I 

7 IDF Wounded · _9·11'.tH ca5ualties 
- • • I. 

(2 critical) 
'" 34wdund~d 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751298 Date: 06/27/2012 
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Violence Onboard Ship 

Insert Video 

Violence Against Soldiers - Overhead 

Insert Video 

Violem;e Against Soldiers - Side View 

Military·Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division II Israel Defense Forces 
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IBlinDernt ll'ai<Mm, IHlea<! off tile lllHllHI 

May 30"', 2010 

We woiff defonoteffy resost 
and we woffff n<OJt affff<OJw 
the ff sraeff os t<OJ enter 

!here 0 0 0 of Usraeff wants 
t<OJ b<OJard the shop)) ot woff U 
meet str<OJng resustanceo 
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Testimony of one of the 
Navy commandos on the 
'Mavi Marmara' 

'' 
There were guys who they 

threw off the top deck, 
and who were stripped of 
their gear. They jumped 

into the sea as a last 
resort ... 

,, 
I '---------------'·----·--·- ___________ .. --- - ---- - -·---.-l 
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IHH Preparation for Boarding 

Metal rods 

Knives 

Kevlar boards 

Military vests 

Electric saws 

Large tools 

Gas Masks _ 

Axes 

Military-Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 
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:!" '6$"!lmllllirnJ1 l!llff l!lliro<e illlff Uaie 
%0il17)!' <l:l!ll1f11'1)1f11'1J:il11rnidil!ll5 <Ollrn il:l"aie 
'!}h!iJ'l!C /MJ@rmTJrt1wrm' 

Every person who came down 
the ropes, was grabbed by 
three or four people and 

vffoffentffy assaulted. We were 
lynched. They had me'ftl(]]ff rods, 
knives, sffingshots, and gUass 

brottffes. At some prount Uve fore 
was shot at two of our 

soUdffers. 
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Violence Onboard Ship 

Insert Video 

Soldier Describes Violence 

Military-~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 
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Interception until Repatriation 

MilitarymStrategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

== ..................................................................... ..,,.o:::======::-

Injured passengers were evacuated by 
helicopter to five hospitals in Israel 

I 
I Had~sah. l:in Karem _] 

l 
I .- '"" ,,, ·Rambam•·. 

I eab:ilay\ . ' . . ' ; 

Procedure Once in Port 

In Ashdod Port, passengers were given medical I 
examinations and screened for security purposes. 

Passengers who agreed to sign deportation notices 

were brought to Ben Gurion Airport for immediate 

repatriation. Those who refused were detained until 

deportation procedures were completed. 

June 1•• 

I Two Egyptians returned to Egypt ~ 
Approximately 120 transferred to Jordan as 

final destination and as transfer point 

Four Lebanese residents returned via Rosh 

J!~Nikra crossing. 

June 3rd 

With the· exception of 7 injured passengers 

and 3 others, all passengers· returned to 

Turkey via 3 airplanes and 3 ambulance 

airplanes 

June 6'h 

I One returned on flight to Turkey 
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The 'Linda' (Rachel Corrie) 

Interception If July 5th 

The Rachel Corrie arrived in the region on July 5'h and, after 

ignoring calls to avert its course, was boarded by IDF forces. 

The boarding was done calmly and peacefully. All 19 

passengers were brought to Ashdod port,. where they 

I underwent medical examinations and security screening. 

Repatriation II July 6'h 

On July 6th; B of the passengers were transferred to Jordan 

via . A/lenby crossing. The remaining passengers were 

1 transferred to Turkey by airplane. 

MiJitary-Stt"ategic Information Section 

Strategic Division II Israel Defense Forces 

The perceptible difference bet~een the behavior of the activists upon the 'Linda', 
as well as the other five ships, :when compared to the hostile aggl"eSsion from 
the passengers of.the Mavi Marmara, refle~t upon the natu.re of th~ "peace 

activists" aboard each of the ships. . 
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Materials Aboard the Ships 

Militaty~Strategic Information Section 

Strategic Division // Israel Defense Forces 

passengers disembarked, the supplies were unloaded and 

transferred to some 80 .trucks, sent to pass through the land crossings at 

Kerem Shalom. The supplies included medical equipment (including 

expired medicine), clothing and children's toys. Material requiring 

refrigeration are in ·IDF storage units. 

However, large portions of the aid were rendered useless by poor packaging upon the boat. In 

addition, much of the materials did not match the standard definition of humanitarian aid. Camouflage 

fabric intended to be transferred was found on board. Much of the clothing is old and not 

wearable and medical equipment was not transferred in a sterile manner. 
~~~~~~~~~.~~~~ 

. . 

Hamas has refused to accept the materials, threatening those· 
who do try to transfer them. The materials remain at Kerem Shalom 
crossing. 
The routine, daily shipments of supplies continue - in the past week, 484 
i:rucks (including two with concrete) were transferred. · 
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IDF Investigation 

Military-Strategic lnfot"mation Section 

Strategic Division JI Israel Defense Forces 

==i ............................. -. .......................... """"=========---

F_iel~ investigations within the navy are currently taking place. 

In addition, the Chief of the General Staff has appointed a professional inquiry team, 

led by Maj. Gen. (res.) . Giora. Eiland to examin.e the flotilla operation and 

. establish lessons, The t~am is - to pres~nt the findings _no ·later than July <-4th . 

. Consisting ofprofessiomi:ls ~ho are experts' in. the field, ~h~ i~vestigativ~ team was not 

-part of the chain of com;mand, allowing impartial inv~s_tigation. 

Model of IDF Investigations 

I 
Criminal 

Command ___ m_!s,;,o!'!'.:!'_i>' Criminal 

investigation I investigation 

A L--------------------------d 

MAG 

· oversight 

Credible allegation or non-operational incident 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751298 Date: 06/27/2012 

Supreme 

Court 

oversight 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Silliman, Douglas A 
Monday, June 07, 2010 8:46 AM 
Jeffrey, James F; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; de 
Otalvaro, Laura H; Godfrey, Anthony F; Witmer, Kami A; Leary, Thomas 

M; Guido, Deborah L 
FW: Eyewitness Reports about the Flotilla Clash 

Israeli analysis of the Arab media on the Gaza flotilla incident. 

Douglas A. Silliman 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy Ankara, Turkey 
90-312-455-5555 x7190 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: The Middle East Media Research Institute [mailto:memri@memri.org] 
Sent: Monday, June 07, 2.010 12;08 AM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A 
Subject: Eyewitness Reports about the Flotilla Clash 

If you are having"trouble viewina this email click here. 

Special 1)1spatch \ 3002 \ June 6, 2010 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

Eyewitness Reports about the Flotilla 
Clash: There Was Resistance and 
Israeli Soldiers Were Captured; IHH 

R7G 
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Official: Our Goal Was to Reach Gaza 
or Die Trying 

~ I MEMR.I TV I THE MEMRI BLOG 1 MEMRI ECONOMIC BLOG I JIHAD AND TERRORISM THREAT MONITOR 

TURKISH MEQIA PROJECT I IRAN BLOG I THE MIDDLE EAST CULTURE BLOGI THE UROU~pASHTIJ MEDIA BLOG 

r 
' I 

l Following the flotilla clash, many eyewitness reports about what happened on board the Mavi 
1 Marmara ship Vitero broadcast on Arab and Iranian TV channels. 
I 

' 

1 
According to some of the reports, severaf IDF soldiers were taken captive by the passengers. 
Journalist Saleh Al~Azraq, talking to the U. K. -based Al-Hiwar TV, said: ''Aff.er the second 

j landing attempt, Israel realized that some of its soldiers had been tsken captive. That's when 
l the heavy firo began." A Lebanese activist, interviewed by the Iranian English-IBnguage Press 

I 

TV, said that when the soldiers first rappelled from their helicopter to the ship, '~he Turkish 
resistance ... grabbed four Israeli army {soldiers], and took them down" 

I 

I IHH official Hussein Orush talked to the Qatan"-based A/.-Jazeere TV about the desire tor 
martyrdom among the Turkish activists who were killed aboard the Mavi Marmara. HThey all 
died smiling. Their fingers were pointing to martyrdom," he said. HEverybody wanted and was 
ready to become a martyr ... Our goal was to reach Gaza or to die trying," he said. 

Al-Azraq talked about the religious fervor among the passengers Of the Mavi Marmara prior to l its setting sail. "It made you feel like you were going on an Islamic conquest or raid," he said. 

' 
j 

I 
I 
I 
I 

MEMRf TV has compiled various statements made by eyewitnesses to the clash. To view this 
clip on MEMRI TV, visit http:l/www.memritv.orqlc/iplen/0/0/0/0/0/012496.hlm. 

:=::=I =· ~11 
L~ JI 

Journalist Saleh Al-Azraq: We Felt Like We Were Going on an 
Islamic Conquest or Raid 

Al-Hiwar TV, June 4, 201 O: 

Journalist Saleh Al-Azraq: "Religious fervor was very much present throughout the voyage. 
Maybe this is what led many to clash with the occupation soldiers later on. Some people ask 
how come not everybody was passive. They wanted to use everything they had to defend the 
ship, which they carried in their hearts to Gaza." I . l: 

_____ I 

I I 
Interviewer: 'We will get to that later." 

Saleh At~Azraq: "The moment the ship set sail, the cries of 'Allah Akbar' began. 1t was half 
past midnight on Friday. There were cries of 'Allah Akbar' and people reciting the Koran. It 
made you feel as if you were going on an tstamic conquest or raid. [ ... ) 
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''The [Israeli soldiers] began climbing down the ropes to the ship. Whenever a soldier reached 
the deck ... I could see this because there was light. There was a clash with bare hands, There 
were no cold arms or anything. [ ... ] 

"Did the activists go to the Israeli ships and beat the Israelis there?! It was the Israelis who 
boarded our ship, so who is the aggressor?"( ... ) 

"Civilians Captured an Israeli Soldier Armed to the Teeth" 

Saleh Al.-Azraq: "Apparently, Israel felt that the first landing attempt had failed. One of its 
soldiers fell - or perhaps he was pushed - to the lower deck, but not to the water. Then the 
guys dragged him downstairs. I discovered in this. journey - and I say this for the sake of 
history - that the Israeli soldiers are among the most cowardly soldiers I've ever met. They are 
armed to the teeth, wearing green fatigues, blue fatigues, and helmets in different colors, but 
they are cowards, cowards, cowards. [ ... J 

"The second landing attempt failed too. I saw that one of the Israeli soldiers who were 
captured ... I was surprised to see civilians capturing an Israeli soldiers armed to the teeth. I 
saw a soldier ... Perhaps he was exhausted from fighting, I don't know. He was terrified, and he 
was moving his hands like this, and the guys took him inside the ship, took his weapon, and 
left him there. 1 ... ] 

"After the second landing attempt, Israel realized that some of its soldiers had been taken 
captive. That's when the heavy fire began." [ ... J 

Lebanese Activist: "The Turkish Resistance Grabbed Four 
Israeli Soldiers" 

Press TV, June 2, 2010: 

Interviewer: "During the time you were in Israeli custody, were you subject to any kind of 
torture?" 

Lebanese activist: "No, no. Unfortunately not. At least not me. Others ... Lots of people, 
especially the Turks ... They really got a bad time - not torture, but investigation, and ... " 

Interviewer: "I have one more question. At the very time when the Israeli commandoes ... How 
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l 

-·~-, 

I 
did they board the ship? What was the way in which they boarded the ship?" 

Lebanese activist: "The main boarding of the ship was by the helicopters and by sea, but the 
first attempt of the helicopter attack, or descent - the Turkish resistance, I can say, grabbed 
four Israeli army [soldiers), and took them down."[ ... ) 

IHH Official: "Our Goal Was to Reach Gaza or to Die Trying" 

Al..Jazeera TV, June 5, 2010: 

IHH Official Hussein Orush: "One of the martyrs was 19 years old. We've just found his last 
• diary in his suitcase. The last lines he wrote before the attack were: 'Only a short time left 

· 1 before martyrdom. This is the most important stage of my life, Nothing is more beautiful than 
martyrdom, except for one's love for one's mother. But l don't know what is sweeter - my 

·.1 mother or martyrdom.' This was the last thing that the martyr Furkan wrote, and the last thing 
said by our brothers. 

I 

I "They all died smiling. Their fingers were pointing to martyrdom. Their hands were pointing 
upward, and their faces were smiling. The smiles on some of their faces were very close to 
laughter. None of them died in a bad state.[ ... ] 
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I 
I 
I 

"Alt the passengers on board the ship were ready for this outcome. Everybody wanted and was 
ready to become a martyr. [ ... ] 

"Our goal was to reach Gaza or to die trying. All the ship's passengers were ready for this. IHH 

·1 was ready for this too." 

i 
I 
I 

I 
--·~ 

Mauritanian Activist: "They Brought Airplanes and Opened 
Fire at the People" 

Al-Jazeera TV, Juno 2, 2010: 

Muhammad Ghulam from Mauritania: "They brought airplanes and opened fire at the 
people. Then we saw them rip out all the metal rods from all over the ship, and they put them 
at the bow of the ship, before we arrived at the Hebrew port. Then they brought all the Zionist 
journalists, who - instead of showing how we were not allowed to go to the restroom, how we 
were denied food and water and not allowed to pray for 24 hours - they started filming those 
metal rods, which they themselves had ripped off the ship." 

Sheik Raed Sallah: When We Heard There Were Martyrs, a 
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Turkish Brother Said Congratulations 

Al-Jazeera TV, June 5, 2010: 

Sheik Raed Sallah, Head of the Islamic Movement in Israel: 'When the events on board the 
Freedom Flotilla took place, and we all heard that there were martyrs and dozens of wounded, 
a Turkish brother came to me, shook my hand, and said to me: 'Congratulations, sheik. 
Blessings to all the martyrs.' What this means Is that the power of truth that lies within us -
within our minds, our hearts, and our conscience - is stronger than all of Israel's aggressive 
and barbaric means put together." 

Journalist Othman Al-Bteiri Describes the Fighting 

Al-Jazeera1 June 2, 2010: 

Interviewer: ''Tell us what happened." 

Journalist Othman AlmBtelri: ''Vasser, we were witnesses to a massacre in international 
waters. At approximately 4:15 AM, dozens of dinghies, carrying dozens of Israeli commandos, 
tried to board the ship. There was resistance. As we've said, there was peaceful resistance 
from the start. Everybody on the ship - the participants and the supporters - tried to prevent 
the Israeli soldiers from boarding the ship. When they failed to board the ship, along came 
helicopters and landed soldiers from above onto the deck. 

"There was resistance there too, and they did not manage to take control of the ship. That's 
when the shooting with tive ammunition began. At first, they used stun grenades, tear~gas 
grenades, and rubber bullets, and some people were hit by the rubber bullets. But then live 
ammunition was used. [ ... ] 

"Four Turks (were killed]. People said there were more above, but I only saw four. The real 
battle ... The real massacre took place around the bridge. People tried to prevent the Israeli 
soldiers from taking over the captain's cabin. That was why live ammunition was used around 
the bridge. Uve ammunition was also used in other parts of the ship, especially on the port 
side, where most of the martyrs and wounded were hit. Some 35-40 people of various 
nationalities were wounded." 

Interviewer: "How long did the battle last?" 

I' Othman Al-Bteiri: "The battle started at about 4:15. People were praying their dawn prayers, 

1 
when there were cries of 'Allah Akbar,' and we knew that we were under attack. The attack 
lasted until 5:15 or 5:30. Then the Turks said that the Israelis had taken over the ship, and that 

1 everybody should sit down. Even so, we kept hearing gunfire." 

I 
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From: Parker, Andrew C 
To: Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Fri Jun 04 07:03:47 2010 
Subject: Re: need info on pre-incident communications 

After receiving an email from CNOCS asking that we convey our concern for the safety of participants 
and urge that the Israelis use restraint, I made these points by telephone to MFA consular liaison office 
Rachel Shani. (I will need to look at my emails to figure dates.) On a following phone conversation she 
told me lhe points were conveyed to the office of the DG. Subsequently, the Ambassador said in a Mon or 
Thurs mtg that he had conveyed similar points to NSA Arad. We passed that point to CA as well. (Again, I 
need to review my notes to refresh my memory whether Elisa or I passed that point back to CA or to Wes 
in IPA) 

From: Sievers, Marc J 
To: Parker, Andrew C 
Sent: Fri Jun 04 06:23:46 2010 
Subject: Fw: need info on pre-incident communications 

Andy, I'm in touch with Ambassador and DAO on this. I believe you also conveyed concern for safety of 
Amcits to MFA in advance of May 31, right? Please send me a short summary of yiur contacts on this, 
just a few lines will do. 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
To: Sievers, Marc J; Cunningham, James B 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C; Schlicher, Ronald L 
Sent: Fri Jun 04 02:35:50 2010 
Subject: need info on pre-incident communications 

Michael Oren has called several people in the Depanment to assert that Israel has no record of the 
approaches described at the beginning of the below article and that he intends to issue a denial. As a 
consequence, S asked that NEA and EUR prepare a memo to her describing the conversations with the 
Israelis and the Turks in the run-up to Monday's raid. 

We are aware of approaches to the GOI urging caution and expressing concern for safety of individuals, 
including Amcits, as described in the article. These took place in Washington as well as in Tel Aviv. 

In addition, there were conversations of which we' have only partial email records and less clarity about 
diverting the convoy and what it would take to do so. These took place between and among us, the 
Turks, and the Israelis. 

We would appreciate it if you could reconstitute and summarize what you are aware of in 2-3 
paragraphs that we could get by early morning our time. EUR is asking Embassy Ankara to assemble its 
recounting of discussions that took place in Ankara. We will work to mesh your and Ankara's 
understandings and assemble a finished product. 

Thanks for your help. 

Tom 
[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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FYI 

From: Interpol israel [mailto:interpol@police.gov.il) 
S,ent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 12:56 PM 
To: Zuckerman, Eve 
Subject: RE: Request for info regarding Furkhan Dogan 

Shalom Eve, 
I have inquired as to the possibility of answering your request. 
I have been told that all material from the fiotilla - also that regarding deceased persons - is considered 
Investigative Material - and none of it can at this time be relayed to anyone outside of the Israel Police at 
this time. · 
We are not sure when this policy will change - the matter is being handled directly by the Head of the 
Investigations and Intelligence Dept. and the State's Attorney (MOJ). As you are aware, there will be an 
international investigation into this matter and it may be that we will not be allowed to pass on any 
information until after that investigation has been completed. 
We will inform you when permission is given to pass on information to foreign bodies. 
Regards, 
Carol 

From: Zuckerman, Eve [mailto:ZuckermanEX@state.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 9:34 AM 
To: interpol Israel 
Subject: Request for info regarding Furkhan Dogan 

Carol, 

I have been requested by the Consul General, Andrew Parker, to contact you regarding the 

death of Furkhan Dogan; American citizen killed on the Flotilla. We are interested in receiving 

photographs, reports, or documentation, from Abu Kabir pertaining to Furkhan Dogan. Please 

note that Mr. Dogan was an American citizen only. 

We have been in contact with the Abu Kabir Institute for Forensic Pathology, and we 
understand from them that they are sending (or have already sent) the above items to Ms. 
Varda Shacham, Deputy Head of Investigations. Would it be possible for us to receive copies? 

I will call you soon to discuss. 

Thanks.Eve jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

Eve Zuckerman 

Consular Assistant 

US Embassy, Tel Aviv 
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rRELEASED IN PART B6] 

To: 

Subject: RE: L_ _ ________ }amera 

Attachments: RE: remaining missing personal items fr~m the flotilla [RE remaining missing 
personal items from the flotilla.msg] 

Dear ACS Team, 

Please review the attached email. It appears that personal items for some of the Amcits on the 
Mavi Marmara may have been sent to the MFA. 

Tomorrow (Wednesday), please check with the MFA to see if they have received or continue to 
have any cameras or photographic equipment for Amcits 

If they don't have it, please contact[ _______ ==1to obtain specific information about the 

missing camera/equipment so that we can pass it along. 

Thank you very much. 

Best regards, 

Daniel 

Daniel Keen 
Acting Deputy Consular Section Chief 
U.S. Embassy, Ankara, Turkey 
+90-312-455-5555 

Privacy/Pl! 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Mendel, Teresa S 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:24 PM 
To: Keen, Daniel G 
Cc: Sisli, Fatih; Karadag, Isil; llglioglu, Aylin; Appleton, Richard H; Richter, Kim B 
Subject: RE:C_______ pimera 

Daniel, 

Thank you for fallowing up on this, please copy Kim Richter on your response with the 
information. 
Teresa 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: -S-haron Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
·-··~~·--· ...... -... -... 
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Privacy/Pl! 
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From: Keen, Daniel G 
Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2011.2:22 AM 
To: Mendel, Teresa S 
Cc: Sisli, Fatih; Karadag, Isil; Tiglioglu, Aylin; Appleton, Richard H 
Subject: RE:I !camera 

Hi Teresa, 

This is not a problem. We may even have this information in our records somewhere as I recall 

seeing some emails about cameras/electronics previously. 

We'll see if we have this information. If we don't, we'll reach out t~---~for the 
specifics and get it back to you. Do you know if he has returned to Turkey from his U.S. trip? 

Best regards, 

Daniel 

Daniel Keen 
Acting Deputy Consular Section Chief 
U.S. Embassy, Ankara, Turkey 
+90-312-455-5555 

Privacy/Pl I 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Mendel, Teresa S 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 9 :19 PM 
To: Keen, Daniel G 
Subject: FW:[:_:::=~~==-] camera 

Daniel, 

During eeting with OCS DAS the issue of his son's camera came up. Kim 
is going to put I a request to the GO! but need the specifics on the camera to ask 
about it. Can you reach out to and get this information? 

Teresa 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED Printed By: Law, Rosemary C 
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From: Richter, Kim B 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 2:06 PM 
To: Mendel, Teresa S 
Subject: amera 

Can you ask Ankara to get the specifics on the camera so that Tel Aviv can ask the GOI about it? 

Thanks. 

Rosemary Law 
Program Analyst 
A/GIS/IPS/PP/LA 
lawrc@state.gov 
202-663-3906 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosema7 C 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Cc; 
Subject: 

Categories: 

I 

Keen, Daniel G 
Thursday, DecemberOB, 2010 10:01 AM 
Mendel, Teresa S; Qgle, Karen L 
Appleton, Richard H; Siall, Fatih 
RE: remaining missing personal items from the flotilla 

Working 

Thank you. I believe that Rich and Fatlh have already got the ball rolling on this. 

Daniel 

This amafl ls UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Mendel, Ter~ S 
Sent: Thursday, .December 09, 2.010 2:42 PM 
To: Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G 
Cc: Appleton, Richard H 
subject: FW: remaining missing perSonal ltems from the flotllla 

J:;LEASED IN PART I 

\2-8\ 86 

I don't know what Post's holiday leave situation is, so I am forwarding to everyone. Please keep me updated on when 
you receive the Items. 

Teresa 

From: Richter, Klm B 
Sent: Thursday, December 09, 2010 7:39 AM 
To: Mendel, Teresa s 
Subject: FW: remaining missing personal items from the fkltllla 

From: Brosius, Theodore A 
Sent: Wednesday, December 08, 2010 3:12 AM 
To: Appleton, Richard H 
Cc: Zuckerman, Eve; Richter, Kim B; Green, Jason H; Greene, Elisa; Parker, Andrew C 
Subject: remaining missing personal items from the notilla 

Hi Richard, 

I'm writing from Embassy Tel Aviv rega.rding the remaining missing personal items from the flotilla . 

The items listed below were originally sent to the Turkish Embassy herein Tel Aviv. I called them yesterday, 
and they said they had forwarded the items to the Foreign Ministry in Ankara. I would appreciate if you would 
contact them to help us loc11te these last items so that we can return them to their rightful .owners. 

l 
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The following Amcits are claiming items from the list of unclaimed camera equipment provided by the Press 
Organization. • 

l) [ !Item #101: Sony camera. B6 

2) ~---~ .. em# 37: Sony camcorder, listed as a hdv 1080, is a Z5U. 

3) Item #IOI - A DSC NI SONY (SN 578260). 

4)b I Item #47 Nikon Camera & Lens (SN 3413395) and #52 Nikon Lens (SN 1812902). They 
were llllnaTiwe Pro "SlingShot" camera bag, along with three SOB SD cards. 

I appreciate your help. 

Teddy Brosius 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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To: 

Subject: 
RE: Email Received from Prof. [-­
Possessions ~~---

------]with Regard to Mr.~----] 

Attachments: Second Gaza flotilla - May 31 [Second Gaza flotilla - May 31.msg) , 
Second Gaza flotilla - IHI-I web page [Second Gaza flotilla - IHH web page.msg) 

Hi Kim, 

Thanks for taking care of this. 

Yes, we'll be sure to keep you infom1ed ifwc hear more about another flotilla_ Cun-ent press 
statements have it between 10-15 boats. 1 've attached the two emails that Fatih Bey located 
today on the subject. 

Best regards, 

Daniel 

Daniel Keen 
Acting Deputy Consular Section Chief 
U.S. Embassy, Ankara, Turkey 
+90-312-455-5555 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Richter, Kim B 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 5:02 PM 
To: Keen, Daniel G; Mendel, Teresa S 
Cc: Appleton, Richard H; Sisti, Fatih; Karadaq, lsil; Tiglioglu, Aylin; Lally, L~il~ia_V~--~ 
Subject: RE: Email Received from I rith Regard toe__ -- -- _ ==:Jossessions 

Thanks Daniel_ I will pass this along to Tel Aviv. I'm not all that confident that we'll find 

anything but we will try. 

Yes, unfortunately we've already heard the rumblings of another Free Gaza Flotilla. If you get 

additional information please keep me in the loop and I will do the same. 

Regards, 

[RE\liEv\TAU"ffi()_~l"f)'=~_Sh;ir_<>n Ahmad, Sen. ior Reviewer! 
- "- ' --····-·-

Kim 
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From: Keen, Daniel G 
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 9:52 AM 
To: Richter, Kim B; Mendel, Teresa S 
Cc: Appleton, Richard H; Sisli, ptili;_Karadil_Q,_l~Tiglioglu, Aylin; Lally,_liliij_V 
Subject:· Email Received fromL rith Regard to Mr[~----·~··JPossessions 

Dear Kim and Teresa, ' ' 

Page 2 of 4 

B6 

We received a response fro~ --- - --~bout Mr.1--: ·--:-:--=:Jbclongings. The translated 
86 

D
. ·s first with the ori~ilm1nrrmrrreifer at the Softoin offhiSernail. A photo ofMrt ___ J 

ring is attached. 

I know that DAS Pettit was enquiring about this case and regret that it took so long to receive a 
response to our enquiries. It is my understanding that you will follow up with the GO! with 
regard to these items. If we may be of further assistance or if you have any additional 

information that we may pass along to[ _ .......... _Jplease let us know. B6 

Best regards, 

Daniel 

PS Please note that the one year anniversary of{ _ __ __ !death will be May 31 '\ 
2011. There are already reports ofa second Gaza FlotillaTtHtfe-foca press. They are planning 
to sail on the same day. 

Begin translated message: 

"Dear Mr. Appleton, 

1 am forwarding you the list of my son~d-M t Jbelongings including his camera and 
other belongings per your written requ~ arc 1 , 2011. 

I) SONY SX34E Camera (together with its external memory card) 
2) NOKlA 5800 Xpress Music Cellular Phone JMEI: 3515310402699\ 1 (photo 

attached) 
3) Silver Ring (photo attached) 
4) Adidas Sports Shoes (Dark Brown with hidden shoelaces) 
5) White raincoat with hood 
6) Adidas Black Tracksuit bottom 
7) 13lack V-neck t-shirt 

B6 

B6 
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As I have already expressed to Mr. Pettit, my son's above listed belongings have not been 
delivered to us. Especially his camera and its memory card are quite important as he was 
recording when he was shot. I thank you in advance l'or your i'nteresl and sensitivity in this issue. 

l would be pleased if you could keep me informed on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

86 

Privacy/Pll 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

-;,:;:J~-

s ~~~;~JTO't,70TTTI'JS-AM ___ _ 

86 

To: Ankara-Consular-Public-MB 
Subject: Re: acsOther Miiste§ar Yard1mc1s1 Jim Pettit ile yapmr§ oldugunuz giirii§me 

Sayrn Richard Appleton, 

3_tvJart 2011 t~rit.1i y~r.mzla tara!imdan istediginiz oglum[ _ ---~fotografmakinas1 ve 
drger qyalan 1le ilgrlr lrstey1 a~agrda sunuyorurn: -- -

I) SONY SXJ4E Kamera (Harici Hatiza Kartt ile birlikte) 
2) NOKlA 5800 XpressMusic Cep Telefonu !MEI: 351531040269911 (Fotogrn!i Ektc) 
3) GUmli§ Ylizlik (Fotogratl Ekte) 
4) Adidas Spor Ayakkabr (Gizli Bagc1kh Koyu Kahverengi) 
5) Kap~onlu Beyaz Yagmurluk 
6) Adidas Siyah E~ofrnan Alt1 
7) V yaka siyah ti§6rt 

Saym Jim Pettit'e de ifade ettigimiz gibi, bu qyalar taraf1m1za iade edilmemi~tir. [~-- _] 
vuruldugu anda karnera yekimi yapmakta oldugundan iizellikle Kamerasr ve harici hafiza kar!J 
son dcrecc iinemlidir. Konuya giisterdiginiz ilgi ve hassasiyct i9in ~imdiden te~ekkur ederim. 

Geli~melerle ilgili bilgilendirirseniz memnun olururn. 

Saygdamnla ... 

86 
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[RELEASED IN FULLj 

law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Sisli, Falih 
Tuesday, April 05, 2011 6:12 AM 
Appleton, Richard H 
Keen, Daniel G 
Second Gaza flotilla - May 31 

Working 

http: I I euo bserver.com / 24 /32124 

The new flotilla will carry activists from Algeria, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, the Philippines and Turkey but is to 

have a more 'Western' composition than in 2010. 

Around 15 boats are to set sail from a number of ports in the Mediterranean including Cyprus, Italy, Malta, 
Turkey and Tunisia. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Sisli, Fatih 
Tuesday, April 05, 2011 6:21 AM 
Appleton, Richard H 
Keen, Daniel G 
Second Gaza flotilla - IHH web page 

Working 

http://www.ihh.org.tr/gozze-yardim-bekliyor/tr 

-10 boats from Turkey 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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